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THE  DIRECTION   OF  THE   MASTEU   OF   TUE    ROLLS. 


On  the  26th  of  January  1867,  the  Master  of  the  EoUs 
submitted  to  the  Treasury  a  proposal  for  the  publication 
of  materials  for  the  History  of  this  Country  from  the 
Invasion  of  the  Romans  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

The  Master  of  the  Ek)11s  suggested  that  these  materials 
should  be  selected  for  publication  under  competent 
editors  without  reference  to  periodical  or  chronological 
arrangement,  without  mutilation  or  abridgment,  prefer- 
ence being  given,  in  the  first  instance,  to  such  materials 
I  as  were  most  scarce  and  valuable. 

I  He  proposed  that  each  chronicle  or  historical  docu- 

ment to  be  edited  should  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as 
!  if  the  editor  were  engaged  on  an  Editio  Princeps ;  and 

j  for  this  purpose  the  most  correct  text  should  be  formed 

!  from  an  accurate  collation  of  the  best  MSS. 

j  To  render  the  work  more  generally  useful,  the  Master 

!  of  the  Eolls  suggested  that  the  editor  should  give  an 

j  account  of  the  MSS.  employed  by  him,  of  their  age  and 

,  their  peculiarities;  that  he  should  add  to  the  work  a 

!  brief  accoimt  of  the  life  and  times  of  the  author,  and 
any  remarks  necessary  to  explain  the  chronology ;  but 

j  no  other  note  or  comment  was  to  be  allowed,  except 

j  what  might  be  necessary  to  establish  the  correctness  of 

•  the  text. 
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The  works  to  be  published  in  octavo,  separately,  as 
they  were  finished;  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  task 
resting  upon  the  editors,  who  were  to  be  chosen  by  the 
Master  of  the  Bolls  with  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  after  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  subject,  expressed  their  opinion  in  a 
Treasury  Minute,  dated  February  9, 1867,  that  the  plan 
recommended  by  the  Master  of  the  Bolls  **wa8  well 
calculated  for  tiie  accomplishment  of  this  important 
national  object,  in  an  effectual  and  satisfactory  manner^ 
within  a  reasonable  time,  and  provided  proper  attention  be 
paid  to  economy,  in  making  the  detailed  arrangements, 
without  unnecessary  expense/* 

They  expressed  their  approbation  of  the  proposal  that 
each  Chronicle  and  historical  document  should  be  edited 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  represent  with  all  possible  correct- 
ness the  text  of  each  writer,  derived  from  a  collation  of 
the  best  MSS.,  and  that  no  notes  should  be  added,  except 
such  as  were  illustrative  of  the  various  readings.  They 
suggested,  however,  that  the  preface  to  each  work  should 
contain,  in  addition  to  the  particulars  proposed  by  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  a  biographical  account  of  the  author, 
so  far  as  authentic  materials  existed  for  that  purpose, 
and  an  estimate  of  his  historical  credibility  and  value. 

Rolls  ffousCf 

December  1857. 
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INTRODUCTION.- 


§  1.  Bobert  of  Brnime,  a  fore- 
numer  of  Chancer. 

§  2.  His  personal  history. 
Bom  at  Bonme,  in  Lincoln- 
shire, lived  at  Sempringham, 
p.  ii. 

§  3.  The  Priors  of  Sempring- 
ham,  A.D.  1288-1332,  p.  iv. 

§  4.  Bobert  of  Bmnne,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Gilbertine  Order: 
sketch  of  the  life  there,  p.  vi. 

§  5.  Bobert  of  Brnnne's  later 
life,  and  his  motives  in  writing 
his  books,  p.  xii. 

§  6.  His  Chronicle  is  Fiction ; 
his  Handlyng  Synne  is  History : 
sketch  of  its  pictures  of  English 


Life  in  1303  (p.  xiv),  and  the 
kind  of  man  it  shows  him  to 
have  been,  p.  xv. 

§7.  Bobert  of  Brnnne's  O^ro- 
nicle,  and  its  sources,  p.  xviii. 

§  8.  The  canse  of  its  issue  in 
the  Bolls  Series  of  Chronicles, 
p.  xiz. 

§  9.  The  two  MSS.  of  the 
Chronicle,  p.  xix. 

§  10.  The  mark  for  the  part 
of  it  not  englished  from  Wace, 
p.  xxi. 

§  11.  Bobert  of  Brunne's 
dwelling-places,  p.  xxi. 

§  12.  Apologies  for  delay,  p. 
xxii. 


§  1.  Among  the  forerunners  of  Chaucer,  a  leading 
place  has  always  been  given  to  Robert  of  Brunne.  The 
cheeriness  of  the  man,  his  wish  to  help  his  careless 
mates  along,  his  sketches  of  the  EIngland  of  his  day,  his 
striving  to  be  simple  and  easy  in  style,  so  that  he  might 
be  understanded  of  common  folk, — all  these  qualities  have 
disposed  his  readers  in  his  favour,  and  led  them  to  link 
him  with  his  great  successor,  who,  at  the  end  of  his 
century,  painted  those  imdying  pictures  of  the  Canter- 
bury Pilgrims  which  have  delighted,  and  will  delight, 
all  after  time. 

For  individuality  and  independence,  Robert  of  Brunne 
cannot  compare  with   the   writer  miscalled  Robert  of 
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Gloucester,  who  could  leave  his  historical  authorities  in 
order  to  lament  the  sad  state  of  his  English  fellows,  and 
denounce  the  cruelty  and  oppression  of  their  Norman 
lords.^  Like  the  architect  of  Lincoln's  Inn  Hall, 
Robert  of  Brunne  can  assure  his  hearers  and  readers 
that  in  his  production  "  there  is  not  a  single  thing  for 
"  which  I  haven't  a  precedent."  As  compared  with  the 
author  of  that  delightful  satire,  "  The  Land  of  Cokaigne,'* 
Robert  of  Brunne  is  dead  and  dull.  Yet  in  both  his 
chief  works  there  is  much  to  value,  and  the  worth  of 
them  in  matter  of  language  has  been  of  late  triumphantly 
vindicated  by  the  author  of  "  Old  and  Middle  English  " 
(Macmillan,  1878),  Mr.  T.  L.  Kington-Oliphant. 

§  2.  Of  Robert  of  Brunne's  personal  history  we  know 
nothing  besides  what  he  has  told  us  himself ;  and  even 
this  little  was  somewhat  obscured  till  Mr  G.  F.  Warner, 
of  the  British  Museum,  printed,  in  1881,  in  his  Catalogue 
of  the  Dulwich  MSS.,  the  right  reading  of  a  line  in  the 
Handlyng  Synne.  The  probable  Midland  MS.  of  that 
poem,  with  initial  qu  for  wh  words,  which  was  quoted 
by  Halliwell  in  his  Glossary y^  I  have  not  been  able  to 
trace  since  it  passed  through  his  hands.*  It  is  thus  in 
the  same  case  as  the  incomplete  Trinity  MS.  of  St. 
Margaret,  once  printed  by  Hickes,*  and  reprinted,— the 


*  In  Bninne's  Handlyng  Synne 
there  is  plenty  of  this,  but  it  is  in 
the  way  of  business,  and  founded 
more  or  less  on  his  original,  William 
of  Wadington. 

s  See  the  extracts  in  vol.  i.  under 
ayer  128/2,  ayre  127/11,  bretenyd 
210/1,  ferd  353/1,  golsoght  409/1, 
Boylly  489/2  ;  and  in  vol.  ii.  under 
lake  502/1,  mede  547/1,  negon 
&77I2,  nente  574/1,  okere  587/1, 
olypraunce  587/2,  pardenelle  605/2, 


pigace  622/1,  quine  (^qwyne, 
-whence)  659/1,  quotne  660/2,  spice 
788/1,  &c. 

'  I  went  up  to  the  place  of  its 
former  owner,  Mr.  Bowes,  Streat- 
1am  Castle,  near  Barnard  Castle, 
Durham,  in  the  hope  of  seeing  it, 
but  it  was  not  in  the  muniment 
room  there,  and  Mr.  Bowes*s  secre- 
tary knew  nothing  of  it. 

^  Thtiaurus,  vol.  i.,  p.  224. 
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MS.  having  meantime  vanished, — ^by  Mr.  Cockayne  (St 
Marharete),  through  a  publisher  in  1862,  and  through 
the  Early  English  Text  Society  in  1866. 

Robert  of  Brunne's  first  notice  of  himself  is  at  the 
beginning  of  his  Handlyng  Syrme,  A.D.  1303,  an  english- 
ing  by  him,  with  additions,  of  the  French  if  amid  dee 
Pechiez,  by  a  fellow  countryman  of  his,  William  of  Wad- 
ington,  written  in  Edward  the  First's  reign.  Of  this 
English  treatise  there  are  two  complete  vellum  MSS.  of 
the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  which  are  nearly  the 
same  in  the  words  of  the  text,  and  of  which  I  edited,  in 
1862  (for  the  Roxburghe  Club),  the  earlier  Harleian  MS. 
1701,  in  the  British  Museum,  with  collations  of  the 
slightly  later  Bodleian  MS.  41 5,  alongside  of  their  original, 
Wadii^on's  French  treatise,  from  Harl.  MS.  273, 
collated  with  Harl.  4657.  There  is  also  a  paper  frag- 
ment of  the  English  version  in  the  Dulwich  College 
Library.^  This  HcmcUyng  8ynne  Robert  of  Brunne 
dedicates — 


[Ha/rl  M8. 1701.] 

To   alle    ciyBtyu    men    yndir 

simne. 
And  to  gode  men  of  brunne, 
And  speciali  alle  be  name 
pe    felanehepe   of    sympryng- 

hame, 
Boberd  of  bnmnd  greiep  ^ow— 
In   al  godeneese  ]>at  may  to 

prow— 
Of  brymwake  yn  keeteuene, 


[Dvhoich  M8.,  24.] 

[Two  lines  torn  off.] 

And  specyally  alle  be  name. 
pe  felaschepe  of  Symprynghame. 

Bobert  of  Bmnne  greti)>  ^ow 
In  al  goodness  )>'  may  be  prow. 

Of  Brunne  Wake  ^  in  Kesteuene. 


1  Dalwick  College  MS.  No.  zxiy. 
Paper,  ff.  21  qnarto.  Manuil  de 
Pecche.  A  fragment,  ending  at  the 
9th  century  wiih  the  story  of  Jeph- 
tha,  being  line«  1-3897  of  Fumi- 
rall'f  edition.  Written  in  a  rough 
ill-formed  hand  of  the  early  part  of 
the  15th  century  by  a  scribe  named 
Bose  (f.  16)— 1881.  Dolwioh  Col- 


lege MSS.  X,    edited    by  G.  F. 
Warner,  p.  347-8. 

*  The  name  of  the  present  wap- 
entake in  which  Bourne  is,  is 
Aveland,  in  Eesteven.  The  read- 
ing of  the  Dulwich  MS.  is  evidently 
right,  as  it  makes  the  line  four 
measures,  whereas  the  Harleian  and 
Oxford  MSS.  make  it  only  three 
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Syxe  myle  be  syde  sywpryng- 

ham  enene ! 
Y  dwelled  yn  pe  pryorye 
Fyftene  )ere  yn  cumpanye, 
In  \>e  tyme  of  gode  dane  lone 
Of  camelton,  J>at  now  ys  gone ; — 
In  hys  tyme  was  y  J>ere  ten 

^eres 
And  knewe  and  herd  of  hys 

maneres; — 
Syfyn  Yrith  dane  lone  of  clyn- 

tone, 
Pyne  wyntyr  wyj>  hym  gon  y 

wone: 
Dane   felyp  was   mayster  pat 

tyme 
|3at  y  began  pys  englyssh  ryme ; 
pe  Jeres  of  grace  fyl  pan  to  be 
A  ponsynd  &  pre  hundred  & 

fre. 

(p.  3, 1.  67-76,  of  my  edition.) 
§  3.  Now  Sempringham,  in  Lincolnshire,  is  well 
known  as  the  Mother-House  of  the  Gilbertine  Order, 
founded  by  Sir  Gilbert  de  Sempringham,  about  A.  D.  1139, 
for  monks  and  nuns  to  live  in  the  same  building,  though 
separated  from  each  other ;  and  it  is  the  better  known 
from  the  amusing  satire  on  it,  LVrd/re  de  bel  Eyse,  printed 
by  the  late  Thomas  Wright  in  his  Camden  Society 
volume,  "  Political  Songs  of  England  "  t  John — ^Edw.  XL, 
1839,  p.  137-148.  This  central  house  of  the  Order  being 
only  some  six  miles  from  Brunne,  or  Bourne,  Robert 
Manning's  birth-place,  we  cannot  wonder  that  he  joined 


Size  myle  fro  Sympryngham 

enene. 
I  duellyd  in  p*  priory. 
Xv  ^ear  m  good  company. 
In  p"  tyme  of  goode  Dan  John. 
Of  Gameltone  pat  now  is  gon. 
*  In  his  tyme  was  I  ther  x  ^erys. 

And  knew  and  herd  of  his  goode 

manerys. 
Sippin  w*  dan  John  ^  Olattone. 

V  ^ear  w*  hym  gan  1  wone. 

Dan  Philipp  was   mayster   p* 

tyme. 
p*  I  began  pis  ynglysche  ryme. 
p«  ^eer  of  grace  fil  pan  to  be. 
A  m^  ceo.  and  pre. 


with  "Brymwake."  The  mistake 
probably  arose  from  the  original 
of  the  latter  MSS.  writing  Brunne 
<<  BruD,"  and  the  copier  mistaking 
the  mark  of  contraction  for  the 
dash  ased  instead  of  a  dot  to  i,  and 
thos  reading  brim,  wrote  that  down 
as    "brjrm."      Not   knowing  the 


Dnlwich  MS.,  Sir  F.  Madden,  and 
we  who  followed  him,  went  wrong 
as  to  Bninne  being  in  the  wake  of 
its  own  name.  See  a  letter  by 
Professor  Hales  in  The  Academy, 
Jan.  1887. 

»  p.  848  of  Mr.  Warner's  book. 

3  MS.  John  John. 
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it    The  Austin  Abbey  at  Brunne  itself,  was  for  males 
only.^ 

According  to  Browne  Willis's  list  of  "  Names  of  some 
"  of  the  Priors  "  of  Sempringham,  "  out  of  the  Registers 
"  of  Lincoln,"  Mitred  Abbeys,  ii.  121  (par.  1719),  "  Philip 
"  de  Burton,  prior  of  St.  Edmund's  at  Cambridge,  [was] 
"  admitted  *  on  the  2^  of  the  Cal.  of  August  1298."  But 
in  the  British-lfuseum  Additional  Charter,  20,652,  John 
de  Cameltone  appears  as  Prior  of  Sempringham  in  1298.' 
If  he  became  prior  in  1288, — to  make  Robert  of  Brunne's 
needed  ten  years — then  his  predecessor,  Roger  de  Boling- 
brok,  who  was  "  elected  and  confirm'd  the  Id.  of  April 
"  1283,"*  must  have  died  in  1288  instead  of  1298,*  as 
Willis  says.  He  must  also  have  been  succeeded  by  John 
of  Clinton^  (or  John  Clatton),  who  must  have  been  prior 
for  the  five  years  1298-1303;*  and  then  Philip  de 
Burton  got  the  post :  his  name,  says  Dugdale,  VI.  ii., 
947,  "  occurs  in  1311 :  he  died  in  1332."  Further  search 
in  the  Lincoln  Registers  will  doubtless  confirm  Robert  of 
Brunne's  names  and  dates. 


§  4.  From  the  way  in  which  Robert  of  Brunne  speaks 
of  priests  in  his  Handlyng  Synne,  and  the  awe  he  has  of 


>  St.  Gilbert . .  composed  his  rule 
oot  of  those  of  St.  Austin  and  St. 
Benedict,  the  women  following  the 
Cistercian  regulation  of  St.  Bene- 
dict's rale,  and  the  men  the  rale 
of  Sti  Austin,  to  which  the  founder 
added  some  especial  statutes  of  his 
own.  Dugdale^  foL  YI.,  pt.  ii., 
p.  iii*.|  after  p.  945. 

3  Can  this  mean  admitted  to 
some  lower  office ;  and  not  to  the 
prioratetiUi808? 


•  Waraer,  Dulwick  Catalogue, 
p.  847. 

•  His  predecessor  was  **  John  de 
"  Hamerton,  prior  of  Malton,  con- 
"  firm'd  the  3d  of  the  Id.  of  May 
**  1276.  He  died  about  the  latter 
«  end  of  March  1282."— WUlis. 

•  Warner,  ibid. 

•  Not  «'  John  de  Glyndon  [who] 
'*  was  elected  and  confirm'd  the  9th 
'^  [29th,  says  Dugdale]  of  the  Cal. 
«  of  August  1882.  He  died  or 
«  resigned  An.  1841.*'— Willis. 
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them,^  I  assume  that  he  was  not  in  full  orders,  but  more 
likely  a  lay  brother  or  a  canon  of  the  Gilbertine  Order. 
The  post  I  should  pick  out  for  him  was  that  of  the  Ma- 
gister  fit  to  teach  the  novices,*  and  no  doubt  the  brethren 
unable  to  read  their  Office.  He  was  evidently  a  highly 
educated  man  for  his  time,  but  he  lived  a  hard  life,  poorly 
dad,  poorly  fed,^  and  forbidden  to  talk.*  The  difficulty 
of  realizing  Robert  of  Brunne's  daily  life  and  surround- 
ings is  great,  from  our  not  knowing  how  far  the  monastic 
rules  had,  in  his  day,  been  relaxed  to  the  freedom  or 
license  of  Chaucer's  time.  But  if  they  were  adhered  to 
in  the  main  from  A.D.  1303  to  1338,  as  they  are  printed 
in  Dugdale^  vol.  VI.,  Part  ii.,  p.  xxix-xcvii,  the  following 
sketch,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Utley,  pictures  the  life 
led  at  Sempringham,  as  also  at  Sixille,  in  Lincolnshire^  a 


'         p,  251,  of  Lechery,  Wm,  of  Wadington, 

Of  prestos  kan  y  sey  no  |>7ng;  80S8  De  fols  pr^stres  rien  ne  dirram, 

(So  sejd  y  at  >e  bygyimyng,)  Car  nus  la  sos  premis  aawn 

No>er  of  clerkys  neuer  a  deyl ;  Qe  des  den  rien  ne  dimim. 

pej  wote  what  ys  ylle  and  weyl. 

What  Robert  of  Brunne  said  ''at  the  bygynnyng  "  is  at  p.  2  of  my  edition, 
not  englishing  any  French : — 

Of  >y8  clerkys  wyl  y  nou^t  seye ;    87 

To  greue  hem  y  haue  grete  eye. 

For  >ey  wote  |)at  ys  to  wetyn, 

And  se  hyt  wel  before  hem  wrytyn.    40 
'  Dogdale's  MonasHcon,  vol.  VI.,  |  yictu  paupere.    Com  qnibns  Tenp- 


Part  ii.,  p.  Ix.*  Fratres  de  consensu 
et  volontate  prions  et  conventn 
canonicorum  soscipiantor ;  soscepti 
statim  laboribuB  certis  assignen- 
tur ;  camois  videlicet,  et  hn jus- 
modi  laboriosis.  Depntetur  autem 
noviciis  magister,  qui  ydonens  sit 
ad  mores  instmendos  etdocendum 
ordinem. 

3  Dngdale's  MonasHcon,  p.  lix.* 
Eo  tempore  qno  inchoata  est  mona- 
chorom  de  Sempringham  religio, 
venenmt  monachi  de  ordine  Cis- 
tercis  in  eqoitata  et  apparata  hu- 
millimo,  et  a^jecto  cnltn,  content! 


rant  laici  ad  laborem  promptis- 
simi,  in  vestita  paapere,  content! 
yiotn  panperom ;  olera  et  l^gnmina 
computabant  divitias,  et  aqoss  potas 
erat  satis  plaoidns,  grangiis  moran* 
tibos  I  et  niobil  amplins  ex  ordine. 
Qaod  andientes  plnrimi  de  oom- 
mnni  laboriosorom  genere  nobis 
servientes  in  victn  paapere,  obta- 
bant  Deo  yivere  apod  nos  in  eonim 
ordine. 

^  Dugdale's  MoncLsiiconfToL  VI., 
Fart  ii.,  p.  Iv.*  Qui  infringit  silen- 
tinm  manifeste  Jejnnet  in  pane  et 
aqna,  vel  Tapalet  in  capitoloi 
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priory  founded  by  a  knight  named  Qresle  or  Greslie,  for 
men  and  women. 

About  the  year  1139,  Saint  Gilbert  established  bis 
first  priory,  the  one  at  Sempringham,  as  a  retreat  for  a 
number  of  poor  maidens  whom  he  had  imbued  with  a 
desire  for  continual  chastity  and  for  the  monastic  Jife. 
At  first  they  were  served  only  by  a  number  of  other 
poor  maids,  but  these  desiring  also  to  enter  the  cloister, 
lay  brothers  were  appointed  to  serve  them,  and  priests 
to  minister  to  them.  This  gave  its  whole  character  to 
the  order  in  after  times  ;  and  the  brothers  and  the  canons 
were  little  more  than  attendants,  temporal  and  spiritual, 
to  the  nuns  and  sisters.  The  two  sexes  lived  together 
within  the  same  enclosure,  but  were  separated  fi:om  each 
other  by  a  high  wall,  the  only  communication  between 
the  two  portions  being  a  small  window,  furnished  with 
a  turn-table,  through  which  food  and  other  necessaries 
were  passed. 

From  seven  to  thirteen  canons  were  attached  to  each 
establishment,  with  a  prior  at  their  head ;  the  nuns  being 
similarly  subject  to  a  prioress.  The  functions  of  the 
canons  were  to  administer  the  Sacrament  and  to  conduct 
the  services  in  the  chapel.  On  high  feast  days,  both 
sexes  met  in  the  church  of  the  nuns,  but  they  were 
separated  by  a  cloth,  so  that  they  coidd  not  see  each 
other.  No  organ  or  music  of  any  kind  was  allowed, 
nor  any  pictures  or  carvings,  "  lest  they  divert  the  mind 
"  from  prayer  and  cont,emplation.''  The  officiating 
priests  were  enjoined  to  carefully  cover  the  neck,  so 
that  it  might  not  be  seen  bare. 

The  life  of  the  lay  brothers  in  this  order  was  a  some- 
what hard  one.  The  rule  they  were  under  resembled 
that  of  the  Cistercians,  who  endeavoured  to  restore  the 
severity  of  the  original  Benedictine  ordinances.  They 
wore  an  under  garment  of  ram's  skin,  with  a  tunic  of 
white  material  lined  with  common  skins,  and  over  all  a 
grey  mantle  of  coarse  cloth  reaching  nearly  down  to  the 
heels.    A  pair  of  shoes,  which  were  to  "  last  a  year  and 
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"  be  mended  on  occasion/'  completed  their  attire.  None 
were  admitted  to  the  priory  until  they  were  twenty-four 
years  of  age.  The  canons  and  the  brothers  ate  in  separate 
refectories,  but  their  manner  of  living  and  food  were 
nearly  alike.  No  flesh  was  allowed,  except  to  the  sick, 
and  then  only  when  it  was  very  necessary.  Beer  was 
the  only  beverage ;  but  if  the  supply  ran  short,  wine 
might  be  used,  well  watered.  No  man  was  to  drink 
more  than  a  measure  and  a  half  of  any  intoxicating 
liquor,  under  penalty  of  drinking  nothing  but  water  for 
forty  days.  All  the  food  was  prepared  by  the  nuns  and 
the  sisters,  and  passed  through  the  small  window  before 
mentioned,  the  turn-table  being  so  arranged  that  it  was 
not  possible  to  see  to  the  other  side.  Stringent  regu- 
lations were  made  with  regard  to  the  attendants  at  this 
window.  A  lay  brother,  "  mature,  discreet,  peaceable, 
*'  bland,  modest,  of  good  repute  amongst  all,"  was 
appointed  to  serve  at  the  men's  side,  whilst  on  the 
other,  the  nuns  and  sisters  were  never  to  serve  alone, 
but  always  two  or  three  together. 

The  daily  life  of  the  monastery  was  similar  to  that 
of  other  foundations,  save  that  everything  was  more 
or  less  subservient  to  the  welfare  of  the  nuns.  **  The 
"  brothers  are  to  serve  the  nuns,"  says  one  of  the  ordi- 
nances, '*  and  to  see  that  their  house  is  in  all  respects 
"  better  furnished  than  their  own."  The  chief  nun  had 
the  care  of  all  moneys,  &c. ;  and  when  any  purchases  had 
to  be  made,  money  was  given  to  the  canons  or  brothers 
through  the  window,  and  the  accounts  were  afterwards 
adjusted  there. 

One  can  see  with  the  mind's  eye  Robert  Mannyug 
serving  at  the  window  perhaps  as  the  discreet,  peaceable, 
bland,  modest  brother  of  good  repute,  afore-mentioned, 
contriving  now  and  then  to  exchange  a  word  or  two 
with  the  sisters  on  the  other  side.  Or  he  may  have 
been  the  "  trusty  brother "  appointed  to  overlook  the 
hired  women  who  occasionally  came  to  help  the  nuns 
and  sisters  to  comb  the  wool,  to  prevent  any  communis 
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cations  between  the  sacred  and  the  secular  workers. 
Or  perhaps  he  was  that  other  brother  who  was  sent 
yearly  to  the  farms  to  see  that  all  went  well,  and  to 
send  the  produce  of  the  geese,  hens,  bees,  &c.  to  the 
nuDs.  Had  he  had  a  taste  for  agriculture — ^we  cannot 
say  that  his  books  show  any — ^he  might  have  been  one 
of  the  farmer-brothers  who  lived  always  on,  and 
managed,  a  farm ;  but,  as  he  tells  us  (p.  iv  above),  he 
"  dwelled  yn  the  pryorye  '*  of  Sempringham. 

The  regulations  regarding  the  conduct  of  these  farms 
are  interesting.     No  women  were  ever  to  be  allowed  on 
them  without  the  express  permission  of  the  prior ;  and 
when  they  were  hired  to  work,  either  as  milkmaids  or 
as  reapers,  the  brother  in  charge  was  to  have  no  direct 
dealings  with  them  of  any  kind.     If  he  needed  to  speak 
to  any  of  them,  he  was  commanded  to  have  some  one 
with  him  to  listen  to  the  conversation.     Trusty  fellows 
were  to  be  hired,  who  would  obey  the  behests  of  the 
brothers,  and  convey  their  commands  to  the  petticoated 
toilers.     They  were  to  look  after  the  milkmaids  and 
reapers,  and  see  that  they  did  their  work  properly.     No 
milkmaid  was  to  milk  in  or  near  the  farmstead  where 
the  brother  might  perchance  see  her,  but  always  in  the 
fields ;  nor  must  the  lay  brothers  ever  work  amongst  or 
near  the  women  in  the  fields.     A  "  mature  layman " 
was  to  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  field  work,  and 
to  see  that  there  was  no  idling  or  shirking.    At  harvest 
time,  the  women  reapers  who  were  hired  were  not  to  live 
within  the  enclosure,  but  in  little  houses  "  with  doors/' 
some  little  distance  away.    Another  trusty  lay  person 
was  appointed  to  furnish  them  with  all  necessaries,  and 
the  brother  superintendent  had  a  small  window  or  peep- 
hole through  which  he  could  see  what  was  going  on 
amongst  them,  but  through  which  he  was  forbidden  to 
talk.      "  Young  and  pretty  women,"    the   ordinances 
expressly  say,   '*are  to  be  especially  shunned."    The 
farmer  brothers  were  not  allowed  to  brew  any  beer  on 
the  farms  themselves.    Sufficient  quantities  were  sent 
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from  the  priory  at  Christmas,  Easter,  and  Whitsuntide, 
along  with  a  small  amount  of  cash  to  defray  any 
necessary  expenses. 

Whatever  vocation  Robert  Mannyng  may  have  had, 
however,  the  ordinary  routine  of  the  monastery  would 
be  much  the  same.  To  rise  early,  and  then  go  to  prayer, 
breakfast,  and  labour;  prayers,  dinner,  and  labour; 
pi-ayers,  supper,  and  sleep,  each  day  throughout  the  year. 
None  were  to  be  taught  in  the  monastery  save  the 
novices.  The  lay  brothers  were  not  allowed  any  books, 
and  learned  only  the  Pater  Nosier,  the  Credo,  the 
Miserere,  and  other  necessary  prayers.  What  know- 
ledge any  of  them  had,  therefore,  must  have  been 
obtained  before  they  entered  the  Order.  Nor  was  any- 
thing allowed  to  be  written  in  the  monastery  by  either 
brother  or  canon,  without  the  knowledge  and  permission 
of  the  prior.  This  is,  no  doubt,  why  Robert  of  Bninne 
says  that  Dan  Robert  of  Malton,  the  prior,  caused  him 
to  write  his  Chronicle  "  for  felawes  sake,  when  they  wild 
solace  make." 

Occasionally  a  diversion  would  come  in  the  shape  of 
the  periodical  visit  of  the  head  prior  of  the  order,  or  his 
deputy,  or  the  annual  visit  of  the  head  prioress,  who 
went  round  all  the  houses  to  see  that  everything  went  - 
right  and  nothing  went  wrong ;  "  to  correct  what  needs 
"  correction,  to  instruct  the  ignorant,  and  to  commend 
"  the  virtuous  and  the  diligent,"  as  the  ordinances  put 
it.  Sometimes  the  diversion  would  be  the  visit  to  the 
fair  of  two  of  the  canons  and  a  lay  brother,  who  were 
to  buy  what  was  necessary  for  the  monastery  and  the 
farms. 

Many  and  minute  are  the  commands  of  St.  Gilbert 
respecting  the  behaviour  of  the  brothers  towards  the 
sisters. 

The  priests,  when  they  entered  the  nuns*  house,  were 
to  have  always  a  number  of  persons  accompanying  them, 
and  the  nuns  were  to  have  their  faces  covered  in  their 
presence.     The  canons  were  only  to  visit  the  nuns  to 
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administer  the  Sacrament  or  to  perform  other  religious 
offices.  The  prior,  the  cellarer,  and  the  storekeeper  might 
consult  with  the  prioress  on  matters  of  business,  but  in  as 
few  words  as  possible,  and  always  with  others  standing 
near.  On  no  account  was  there  to  be  any  gossiping  or 
talebearing.  The  lay  brothers  were  never  to  enter  the 
nuns'  enclosure,  "  save  in  case  of  fire,  thieves,  &c"  The 
nuns  and  sisters  washed  the  linen  of  the  canons,  but 
not  that  of  the  lay  brothers.  The  latter  had  either  to  do 
their  own  washing,  or  to  get  the  porter  to  find  some 
poor  people  who  would  do  it  for  them.  The  women  in 
the  monasteries  were  also  permitted  to  sew  for  the  men, 
but  they  were  on  no  account  to  cut  out,  make,  or  mend 
their  breeches  for  them.  The  head  prioress  and  the 
nuns  who  accompanied  her  on  her  annual  journey 
round  the  nuns'  houses  were  to  have  an  escort  con- 
sisting of  a  canon  and  a  lay  brother,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  protect  them  and  to  supply  them  with  all  necessaries. 
There  was  to  be  no  more  conversation  between  them 
than  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  the  men  were  enjoined 
to  retire  to  a  respectful  distance  whenever  the  women 
had  to  descend  from  the  waggon  in  which  they  travelled. 
On  these  journeys  the  women  were  never  to  lodge  in 
the  same  houses  as  the  men,  if  it  could  possibly  be 
helped.  There  were  many  other  regulations  and  devices 
of  a  similar  nature,  all  designed  to  reduce  temptation 
as  much  as  possible.  Incontinent  monks  were  to  be 
stripped  of  their  habits  and  expelled,  never  to  return, 
or  else  be  imprisoned.  Incontinent  nuns  were  not  to 
be  sent  abroad  to  corrupt  others,  but  to  be  shut  up  in  a- 
little  hut  separate  from  the  rest,  there  to  repent  of  their 
sin,  and  to  remain  until  death  should  bring  release. 

Such  were  the  principal  niles  of  life  for  those  who 
entered .  the  Gilbertine  Order,  as  they  appear  in  the 
ordinances  of  its  founder.  That  at  Sempringham  the 
discipline  was  tempered  by  the  weaknesses  of  human 
nature,  VOrdre  de  bel  Eyse  renders  probable,  and  later 
writers  do  not  always  give  satisfactory  accounts  of  the 
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Gilbertine  monaBteries  elsewhere.  They  were,  of  course, 
all  broken  up  at  the  dissolution,  and  were  evidently  not 
important  foundations. 

§  5.  Robert  of  Brunne's  Handlyng  Synne  was  writ- 
ten in  1303.  After  thirty-five  years*  waiting,  he  pro- 
duced his  Chronicle,  or  "Story  of  England,'*  in  1338. 
In  it  the  account  he  gives  of  himself  is  (p.  5, 1.  135- 
144):— 

"  Of  Bru-Jine  I  am,  if  any  me  blame, 

"  Robert  Mannyng  is  my  name ; — 

"  Blissed  be  he,  of  God  of  heuene, 

"  )7at  me,  Robert,  with  gude  wille  neuene  ! — 

"  In  )7e  third  Edwardes  tyme  was  I 

"  When  I  wrote  sMe  yis  story, 

"  In  j?e  hous  of  Sixille  I  was  a  throwe : 

"  Dant  Robert  of  Maltone^  J?afc  ^e  know, 

"  Did  it  wryte  for  felawes  sake, 

"  When  |7ai  wild  solace  make." 

Further  on  in  his  Cferomcie,  Part  II.,  Robert  of  Brunne 
tells  us  that  he  had  been  at  Cambridge,  where  was  another 
Gilbertine  House,  and  had  there  known  Robert  of  Bruce 
and  his  brothers,  Thomas  and  Alexander,  of  whom 
Alexander  was  the  best  artist  of  his  time,  and  made  a 
carven  king.  At  the  feast  which  Robert  of  Bruce  made 
at  Cambridge,  evidently  before  he  was  king,  Robert  of 
Brunne  was  present.  The  Bruces  were  Yorkshire  folk, 
and  Cambridge  was  their  natural  University.  Robert 
of  Brunne's  words  are, — 

Now  of  kyng  Robyn  salle  I  ^it  speke  more, 

&  his  broker  Tomlyn — ^Thomas,  als  it  wore,* — 

&  of  sir  Alisandere  ]Kit  me  rewes  sore, 

pat  both  com  in  skandere  for  dedes  J?ei  did  ]K)re. 

Of  arte  he  had  ]>e  maistrie ;  he  mad  a  coruen*king 


*  Malton  was  another  Gilbertine 
Houge  in  Yorkshire :  its  priory 
church  is  engrayed  in  Dngdale, 
VI.,  ii. 


'  The  side  note  is  "  De  Thoma  ct 
Alexandro  fra^-tbos  Koberti  Brus, 
et  capcione  eorMiw." 
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In  Cantebrige  to  )?e  clergie,  or  his  hroper  were  kyng. 
Si)?en  was  neuer  non,  of  arte  so  }?at  sped, 
Ne  bifore  bot  on,  \»at  in  Cantebrigge  red. 
Robert  mad  his  fest ;  for  he  was  )7orc  )>at  tymc, 
And  he  sauh  eMe  J^e  gest,  J^at  wrote  &  made  )?is  ryme. 
(Inner  Temple  MS.,  leaf  193,  back ;   and  Heame's 
Langtofi,  p.  336-7.) 

If,  as  I  suppose,  Robert  of  Brunne  was  not  full  canon, 
but  a  lay  brother  of  his  Order,  he  cannot  have  entered 
it  till  he  was  24.  If  he  did  so  at  that  age,  he  would  be 
39  when  he  wrote  his  HaTuUyng  Synne,  in  1303,  and  74 
when  he  produced  his  Chronicle,  in  1338.  But  what- 
ever his  age,  his  helpful  cheery  spirit  was  the  same  at 
both  dates.  He  wrote  his  Handlyng  Synne  for  un- 
learned men,  to  keep  them  out  of  mischief  at  their  games 
and  ale : — 

For  lewde  men  y  vndyrtoke 

On  englysshe  tuTige  to  make  )?ys  boke. 

For  many  ben  of  swyche  manere, 

pat  talys  and  rymys  wyl  ble}>ly  here : 

Yn  gamys  &  festys,  at  )?e  ale, 

loue  men  to  lestene  troteuale, 

pat  may  falle  ofte  to  vylanye. 

To  dedly  syntie  or  o\eT  folye ; 

For  swyche  men  haue  y  made  J?ys  ^  r3rme, 

pat  )?oy  *  may  weyl  dyspende  here  tyme. 

(p.  2-3, 1.  43-52,  ed.  1862.) 

He  wrote  his  Chronicle  "  in  simple  speech  .  .  .  for 
"  love  of  simple  men  "  (p.  3, 1.  73,  77),  not  in  quaint 
English  and  strange  speech,  but  in  light  ryme : — 

"  And  )>erfore  for  )7e  comonalte 
'*  pat  blythely  wild  listen  to  me, 
"  On  lighte  lange  I  it  began, 
"  for  luf  of  J?e  lewed  man, 

>  I»y8,  Bodl.  MS. ;  >>at.  Hurl.  MS.   |      «  |»y,  Bodl. ,  Harl.  omits  « )»ey." 
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'*  to  telle  l^am  'pe  chaunces  bolde, 
*'  pat  here  before  was  don  &  tolde. 
"  For  |?is  inakyDg  I  wille  no  mede 
"  bot  gude  prayere  when  ye  it  rede ; 
"  perforc,  [alle]  ye  lordes  lewed, 
"  For  whom  I  haf  J^is  Inglis  schewed, 
"  Prayes  to  God  he  gyf  me  grace ; 
"  I  trauayled  for  ^our  solace." 

As  an  early  social  reformer,  as  a  lover  of  the  poor, 
one  who  wished  to  give  them  knowledge,  to  lead  them 
to  higher  things  ;  as  a  language  reformer  too,— one  who 
did  much  to  make  English  flexible  and  easy,  to  lessen 
the  friction  of  ideas  travelling  on  the  rails  of  words  into 
brains, — Robert  of-  Brunne  is  worthy  of  all  honour ; 
while  for  his  pictures  of  English  social  life,  in  the 
'  English  tongue,  he  has,  I  venture  to  say,  no  equal  before 
Chaucer. 

§  6.  Of  his  two  main  works,  the  Handlyng  Synne  and 
the  Chronicle,^  the  former  is  history,  fact ;  the  latter, 
fiction,  though  it  finds  a  place  in  this  series  of  National 
Memorials.  The  Chronicle  englishe^  the  romances  of 
GeoflBrey  of  Monmouth  and  Wace,  with  a  few  additions 
from  Bede,  &c.  The  Handlyng  Synne,  in  its  comments 
on  the  Cardinal  Virtues  and  Vices,  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments, Creeds,  Sacraments,  &;c.,  tells  of  the  sins 
of  English  men  and  women  —  the  faults  of  their 
cbildren  too— as  Wadington  saw  them  in  Edward  I/s 


*  "  Medytacyims  of  >e  sopcr  of 
oar  lorde  Ihesu ;  and  also  of  hjs 
passjuD ;  and  eke  of  J>e  peynes  of 
h jB  Bwete  moder,  Mayden  Marye,  >e 
"whyche  made  yn  Latyn,  Bonaven- 
ture  CardyDall "  (ed.  J.  M.  Cowper, 
Early  English  Text  Society,  1875) 
may  or  may  not  be  Robert  of 
Bnmne's.    (Mr.  Cowper  and  Mr. 


Oliphant  hold  that  it  is  i  in  (Ger- 
many I  am  told  that  a  different 
opinion  prevails.)  It  follows  the 
Handlyng  Synne  iu  the  Harleian 
imd  Bodleian  MSS.,  though  without 
attribution  to  him.  It  contains  no 
definite  <5haracteristics  of  him,  so 
far  as  I  can  see. 
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time,    and  as   they   were   under    Robert   of  Brunne's 
eyes  in  1303.     Save  the   King  and   Court,  all  classes 
of  society  come  under  their  critic's  lash.    As  I  have  said 
before  (H.  S,,  p.  viii-xi.),  the  Earl  and  Knight  at  their 
robbery  (p.  212,  1.  6792,  1.  6816-17);  the  Lord  in  his 
grasping  (p.  71, 1.  2201-2) ;  the  Rich  Man  in  his  oaths 
(p.  23,  1.  669),  his  adultery  (p.  95, 1. 2931),  his  gluttony 
(p.  207, 1.  225-6),  his  sloth  (p.  135),  and  his  indulgence  to 
his  children  in  their  insolent  ways  (p.  155, 1.  4910-17)  ; 
the  Landowner  in  his  covetousness  (p.  187,  p.  293) ;  the 
Priest  with  his  "  mare  "  or  concubine  (p.  248, 1.  7981) ;  the 
Judge  and  Assizer  in  their  harshness  (p.  44,  p.  49,  p.  171-2); 
the  Lawyer  with  his  wicked  counsels  (p.  170, 1.  5413)  ; 
the  Merchant  in  his  usury  (p.  174, 1.  5546) ;  the  Trader 
at  his  tricks  (p.  187) ;  the  Scold  in  her  household  (p.  93, 
L  2936,  &c.) ;  the  Flunkey  of  the  time  at  his  riotous 
supper  (p.  227) ;  the  Poor  in  their  sufferings  (p.  76, 
169,  172,  213) ;  the  Bearded  Bucks  (p.  102,  1.  3212) ; 
the    Beauties    with    their    saflRcon    wimples    (p.   110) 
and    whitened  faces   (p.  102,  1.  3221),  all  pass   under 
Robert  of  Brunne's  review ;  and  none  without  those 
individualising  touches  which  show  that  he  had  studied 
from  the  life.      He  must  have   seen  the  rich  man's 
sluggardry,  and  heard  his  yawns  on  Sunday  mornings, 
when  he  was  late  for  mass,  or  shirked  it  (p.  135,  &c.), 
as  well    as    been    witness    of   the    shrew's    airs    and 
"veyes  moy  sy"   (p.  94,  L  2941),  ere  he  could  have 
put  his  sketches  on  parchment  or  paper.    And  one  can 
fancy  his  monkish  disgust  at  hearing  men  in  church 
chattering,  telling  tales,  asking  where  they  could  get  the 
best  ale  (p.  143,  1.  4546-7),  and  thinking  what  much 
better  fun  it  would  be  at  the  ale-house,  or  larking  with 
girls  (L  4538-40),  as  well  as  share  his  indignation  at 
seeing  poor  men  kept  shivering  all  day  in  the  cold,  crying 
at  rich  men's  gates  for  alms  (p.  215,  1.  6899-6900),  or 
getting  them  only  with  beating  and  abuse   (p.    210, 
1.  6728).     For  Robert  of  Brunne's  other  qualities,  some 
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humour  we  may  allow  him  for  his  bear's  bow,^  his  Zenon 
hanging  by  the  hand,  not  by  the  neck,  I  understand 
(p.  69, 1.  2122),  and  his  cut  at  wives  in  general,  "  they 
''  do  not  wrong,  except  all  day/'  ^    Still,  monkish  as  he  is, 
he  can  praise  a  good  wife,  p.  62, 1. 1904-13  : — 
Ne  no  J?yng  ys  to  man  so  dere, 
As  wommanys  loue  yn  good  manere. 
A  gode  womman  ys  mannys  blys, 
pere  here  loue  ry^t  and  stedfast  ys  ; 
pere  ys  no  solas  vndyr  heuene, 
Of  al[le]  ]7at  a  man  may  neuene, 
pat  shulde  a  man  so  moche  glew. 
As  a  gode  womman  J?at  loue)?  trew ; 
Ne  derer  ys  none  yn  goddys  hurde 
pan  a  chaste  womman  with  lonely  wrde. 

Robert  of  Brunne  is  too  an  appreciator  of  good  company 
(p.  127, 1.  4028),  and  a  lover  of  music  (p.  150-1),  though 
a  doubter  of  singers'  morals,  — "  ful  selde  ys  synger 
«  gode  yn  thew  "  (p.  97, 1. 3062),— a  hater  of  false  pride  f 
cautious  too,  not  believing  in  men  with  "lagheyng 
'*  wurdys,"  "  flourshede  wurdys,  and  oJ?erwhyle  louely  " 
(p.  97,  1.  3066-9),  liking  plain  speech,  and  not  the 
"  tyfede  wurdys  J^at  slykede  are  "  (p.  365,  L  11,765), 
knowing  the  difference  between  a  gentleman  in  deed 
and  a  lord  in  name,^  and  aware  that  kings  are  fools,  as 


1  |>c  bere  to  hym  loutede,  and 

made  feyre  chere, 
Feyre  obere  as  a  bere  myghte 

make.    p.  128,1.4043^. 
3  fiat  bow  as  eaer  men  precbe  or 

spelle. 
Of  prestee  wjiies  men  here  eoer 

telle  ; 
Of  oo)>er  wynee  y  wyl  noght^ 

say, 
|>ey  do  not  wrong-*bat  al  [>e] 

day.     p.  247, 1  7936-39. 


•  |>at  poure  pryd6,  God  byt  lo^es, 
)>at  make[B]  hem  proade  of  ou>er 
meiinjrs  clo|>ys. 

p.  110,1.  3462-8. 
^Speaking   of   a  Norfolk    lord 
who  takes  in  good  part  a  charts 
reproof;  Robert  says : — 
>yr  are  bnt  fewe  lordSs  now 
>at  tume  a  wrde  so  wel  to  prow ; 
Bnt  who  80  8ey>  hem  any  skylle, 
Mysseye  a^en  fonly  >ey  wylle. 
Lordynge8->yr  are  ynow  of  |>o ; 
Of  gentyl  men,  )7r  are  bot  fo. 
(jglost  fewe).  p.  279, 1.  8715-18. 
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w^ell  as  other  folk  (below,  p.  1, 1.  16,  17).  Also  a  man 
that  will  not  take  shamming  excuses  (p.  77, 1.  2385-8), 
but  will  call  a  spade  a  spade : — 

He  ys  no  more  crystyn  man 

pan  who  so  kally^  a  blak  oxe  'swan.' 

(p.  137, 1.  4321-2.) 

Altogether  a  direct,  straightforward,  practical  man, 
with  many  right  sympathies,  working  in  a  sensible  way 
for  the  improvement  of  his  fellow  countrymen,  teaching 
them  morals  and  history,  their  relation  and  duties  to 
God  and  man.  But  he  is  not  a  "  muscular  Christian," 
to  judge  from  his  condemnation  of  "  wrastlynges " 
(though  only  on  Holy  Days  and  in  Holy  Places,  p.  83, 
1.  994-5  ;  p.  117, 1.  3690  ;  p.  278, 1.  8989),  squires'  games 
(p.  146, 1.  4628),  and  tournaments,  where,  for  a  woman's 
fancy,  a  man  may  be  so 

bete  )?ere  for  here  loue, 
pat  he  ne  may  sytte  his  hors  aboue, 
pat  pc^tiuenture  yn  alle  hys  lyue 
Shal  he  neuer  after  )nyue. 

(p.  146, 1.  4614-17.) 

Lechery  is  the  source  of  jousting  and  toumeye,  he  says. 
(1.  4632.) 

His  lecturiug  of  and  against  women — specially  those 
who  tempt  priests — ^is  very  frequent.  Perhaps  the  three 
points  he  presses  most,  are  the  duty  of  almsgiving  and 
charity  (p.  231--3) ;  the  shame  and  sin  of  earls  and  rich 
men  beating  the  poor  (p.  212-13),  carrying  off  their 
wives  and  daughters  (p.  231,  L  7420-7),  robbing  and 
otherwise  oppressing  them  (p.  71-2,  p.  76,  p.  187,  p.  213, 
1.  6815)  ;  and  the  evil  of  men's  leaving  to  executors  the 
duty  of  giving  gifts  to  Holy  Church  for  the  good  of 
their  souls  (p.  195-203,  &c.) :  this,  a  point  which  all 
religious  writers  felt  in  their  inmost  hearts.  The  three 
peculiarities  which  he  notes  as  English,  in  contrast  with 
foreign  customs,  are,  the  Saturday  ha1f-holiday->^keeping 
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the  afternoon  holy  to  the  Virgin  (p.  28,  I.  845,  &c.) ; 
Englishmen's  impatience  of  reproof  (p.  132, 1.  4160-9) ; 
and  their  sin  of  envy,  on  which  he  cites  a  proverb  : — 

And  englys  men  namely  (=  especially) 

Are,  )?urghe  kynde,  of  herte  hy. 
.  A  forbysyn  ys  tolde  J)ys, 

Seyd  on  frenshe  men  and  on  englys: 
"  That  frenche  men  synne  yn  lecherye, 
"  And  englys  men  yn  enuye." 

(p.  131, 1.  4150-5.) 

§  7.  As  to  his  Chronicle,  which  Robert  of  Brunne 
wrote,  not  for  the  learned,  but  for  the  lewed,  that  they 
might  have 

"  solace  and  gamen, 
"  In  felawscip  when  )>ai  sitt  samen.'^ 

(p.  1, 1.  9,  10.) 

and  that  they  might  know,  of  their  kings,  "  which  were 
"  fools  and  which  were  wise"  (1.  16,  17),  he  starts 
with  Noah  and  the  Deluge  (p.  7),  then  traces  the 
genealogy  of  Locrin,  king  of  Britain,  to  Noah,  through 
iEneas  (p.  9-15),  tells  the  story  of  the  Trojan  war 
(under  the  guidance  of  Dares  Phrygius)  to  p.  25 ;  and 
then,  on  p.  26,  begins  to  english  Wace  on  the  settlement 
of  iEneas  in  Italy  (p.  15-28),  the  birth  and  Grecian  wars 
of  Brutus  (to  p.  46),  his  landing  in  France,  and  battles 
there  (to  p.  62),  and  then  his  arrival  at  Dartmouth, 
p.  62.  After  this,  Wace  is  followed,  with  a  bit  from  Bede 
here  and  there  (p.  555,  562,  679),  from  Langtoft 
and  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth  (p.  571-574,  577),  till  this 
volume,  Part  I.  of  the  Chronicle,  ends,  and  Robert  of 
Brunne  describes  what  he  will  tell  us  in  his  Second 
Part,  which  he  will  english  from  Peres  of  Langtoft,  and 
which  Heame  prin^;^d  in  two  volumes  8vo.  in  1725, 
reprinted  1800.  Langtoft's  French  Chronicle  appeared 
in  this  Rolls  Series  in  two  vols,  i.  1866,  ii.  1868, 
edited  by  the  late  Thomas  Wright. 
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§  8.  The  present  volume  is,  then,  not  a  contribution 
to  English  history,  but  to  the  history  of  English.  It 
was  (with  the  approval  of  the  then  Master  of  the  Eolls) 
authorised  by  my  friend,  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Hardy, 
because  it  was  in  name  a  "Chronicle;"  because,  the 
Second  Part  being  so  widely  known,  the  First  was  of 
course  often  asked  for  and  wanted;  and  because  Sir 
Thomas  thought  it  only  fair  that,  amongst  so  much 
worthless  repetition  in  Latin  as  the  Rolls  Series  must 
of  necessity  contain,  there  might  well  be  one  rendering 
of  our  early  historic  legends  in  useful  English.  He 
wished,  and  most  legitimately  say  I,  to  give  us  stu- 
dents of  the  history  of  English  words  and  syntax  a  lift 
by  the  way.  For  the  like  reason  he  also  consented  to 
the  insertion  in  this  book  of  the  List  of  Manning's 
Rymes,  to  contrast  with  our  Chaucer  Ryme  Index,  and 
show  that  the  latter  poet's  ~ye  rule  ^  was  not  observed 
by  the  earlier  one. 

Were*  this  the  place  then^  a  disquisition  on  the  lan- 
guage and  dialect  of  Robert  of  Bnmne  should  follow 
here.  But  such  an  essay  woidd  be  inadmissible ;  and, 
moreover,  Mr.  Elington  Oliphant  ^  has  dealt  so  sympa- 
thetically and  ably  with  our  debt  to  Robert  Manning  in 
this  regard,  that  I,  at  least,  should  have  little  to  add  to 
his  main  view  here,  much  as  there  is  undoubtedly  yet 
to  be  done  elsewhere. 

§  9.  Robert  of  Brunne's  Chronicle  exists  in  two  manu- 
scripts, one  at  the  Lambeth  Library,  of  the  old  ribbed 
paper  of  about  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century^ 
which  has  lost  its  first  leaf,  and  the  other  on  vellum, 
before  1400  A.D.,  in  the  Inner  Temple  Library,  Petyt 


1  Chaaoer  made  the  ending  -ye 
two  syllables,  and  didn't  rjme  it 
irith  the  adyerbial  -ly,  &c. 

3  Old  and  Middle  English,  1878, 
Chapter  yi.   The  Rise  of  the  New 


English.  Robert  of  Brunne,  "  The 
Patriarch  of  the  New  English,*' 
(p.  688)  ;  (p.  427-474  5  also  p.  676- 
80,  and  p.  685-8). 
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MSS.  No.  511,  vol  7.  These  MSS.  differ  in  dialect  The 
Petyt  MS.  is  more  consistently  Northern  in  forms,  I 
believe,  than  the  Lambeth  MS.,  and  if  I  had  judged  by 
the  consonance  of  the  forms  (the  participial-aTwi,  for 
instance),  inside  the  lines  with  those  at  the  ends  of 
them^  or  their  lymes,  I  might  possibly  have  been  bound 
to  make  the  Petyt  MS.  the  basis  of  my  text.^  But 
knowing  that  the  Midland  was  a  mixed  dialect,  not  con- 
sistently Northern,  and  that  the  MSS.  of  the  Handlyng 
Synne  showed  this  mixture,  I  concluded  that  the  Lam- 
beth MS.,  which  also  had  a  mixture  of  forms,  was  more 
likely  to  represent  Robert  of  Brunne's  actual  writing 
than  the  more  consistently  Northern  Petyt  MS.  This  was 
the  judgment  of  my  friend,  Dr.  Bichard  Morris,  then  our 
highest  authority  on  the  subject,  and  I  willingly  followed 
it.  I  still  believe  it  right.  The  question  then  rose 
whether  I  should  be  justified  in  repeating,  hundreds  of 
times,  every  Petyt  echo,  aally  swld,  &c,  for  every  Lam- 
beth scheo,  8chal,  schalt,  schul,  acholden,  schold,  &a,  and  so 
swelling  the  various  readings  inordinately.  I  concluded 
that  I  should  not  be  so  justified,  and  I  have  accordingly 
given  some  samples  of  these  changes,  and  then  dropped 
the  collation  of  them.  If  I  live  long  enough,  I  shall  no 
doubt  print  the  whole  of  the  Petyt  MS.  in  the  Early 
English  Text  Society's  Extra  Series,  and  then  the  dialect 
question  between  the  two  MSS.  can  be  settled. 

The  contractions  of  the  MS.  have  been  expanded,  and 
the  expansions  printed  in  italics  in  the  text. 

The  occasional  pronunciations  conjecturally  suggested 
between  brackets  after  some  of  the  ryme-endings  (p.  589, 
593,  &c.),  the  reader  should  disregard.  They  are  not 
trustworthy. 


1  But  the  Northern  forms  often 
spoil  the  rhythm  :  »ee  N.  suld,  p.  1 6, 
1.  468 ;  for  M.  scholden^  &c.  The 
characteristio  differences  of  dialect 


between  Lincolnshire  and  York- 
shire in  the  earlj  part  of  the  14th 
century  are  not  easily  to  be  found 
ont. 
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§  10.  As  there  is  but  little  in  Robert  of  Branne's 
English  which  is  not  a  translation  of  Wace's  French 
Chronicle,  I  have  put  a  dot  (•)  before  every  line  which 
is  not  due  to  Wace,  or  at  least,  Wace  as  shown  by  the 
Paris  MS.  du  Roi,  No.  27,  printed  by  Le  Roux  de  Lincy, 
Rouen,  1886.  Readers  can  therefore  tell  by  a  glance  at 
any  page,  what  in  it  is  Manning's  own,  or  got  from  a 
source  other  than  Wace. 

§  11.  Some  ten  years  or  more  ago,  when  I  hoped  that 
this  Introduction  would  have  been  at  once  written,  I 
went  to  Robert  of  Brunne's  dwelling  places, — Bourne, 
Sempringham,  and  Six  Hills  (as  Sixille  is  now  called),  to 
see  the  country  where  he  was  bom  and  lived. 

Bourne  I  found  a  fair-sized  market  town,^  of  one  long 
street  (IJ  miles),  with  a  fine  Norman  Church,  (3,060 
inhabitants  in  1861,)  and  for  its  railway  station,  a 
genuine  Elizabethan  house,  well- treed ;  a  large  round 
spring  or  pond,  Boumewell,  close  at  hand,  with  the 
Bourne  running  from  it,  and  with  records  of  excavations 
in  which  the  remains  of  the  old  castle  which  once  domi- 
nated the  town  were  found.  The  country  roimd  is  very 
flat ;  the  edge  of  the  old  fen  district  lies  a  little  to  the 
east,  and  this  made  me  at  one  time  think  that  the 
"  Brymwake  **  of  the  Handlyng  8ynne  MSS.  might  pos- 
sibly be  the  brim  or  edge- wake.  The  town  is  97  miles 
N.  by  W.  of  London,  and  36  miles  S.S.E.  of  Boston. 

To  Sempringham,  or  the  fields  and  93  scattered  houses 
(in  1841)  so  called,  the  surgeon  of  Folkingham,  three  miles 
off,  was  kind  enough  to  drive  me.*  The  church,  engraved 
in  Dugdale,  vol.  VI.,  part  ii,  stands  on  a  knoll  whose 
grass  evidently  covers  the  ruins  of  former  buildings.  It 
has  one  fine  Norman  doorway  which  Robert  of  Brunne 
may  well  have  seen,  though  the  rest  of  the  building 


^  The  chief  trade  of  the  place  is  {  *  The  hamlet  is  106  miles  by 
leather  and  wool.  It  has  sereral  I  coach  road  from  LondoD. — Clarke, 
large  tanyaidf.  I  Brit  Oat, 
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must  be  of  later  date.  On  the  level  ground  beloTV  are 
the  ruins  of  the  HaU,  which  is  said  to  have  been  mainly 
built  out  of  the  stones  of  Sempringham  Priory ;  and  as 
we  walked  along  the  grass-covered  walls,  we  started,  on 
the  yard'high  top  of  one  of  them,  a  hare,  which  had 
there  made  its  form. 

Priory  gone ;  the  Hall  built  out  of  it  too  ;  but  Robert 
of  Brunne,  in  his  copyists*  books  of  paper  and  skin,  is 
left  to  tell  us  what  the  builders  and  stones  have  failed  to 
tell.  A  walk  across  the  fields  to  a  farmhouse  to  ask  the 
road,  produced  in  answer  one  of  Robert's  words,  "  Yes, 
"  that's  the  gainest  way."  And  next  day  I  went  to  Six 
Hilbj,  as  Sixille  is  now  called. 

A  little  village  or  hamlet  is  Six  Hills,  5  miles  from 
Market-Rasen  station,  and  150  by  railroad  from  London. 
It  had  25  houses  and  205  inhabitants  in  1841  (Clarke). 
It  is  cottaged  and  gardened  up  to  the  top  of  the  brow  of 
land,  partly  circling  it.  A  dull  flat  road  leads  to  it, 
lightened  only  on  the  day  I  was  there  by  a  solitary 
swan  on  a  pond  in  some  landowner's  grounds.  On 
walking  up  the  hamlet  hill,  a  chance  look  to  the 
right  showed  Lincoln  Cathedral  standing  grandly  on 
the  horizon,  on  its  hill:  a  view  to  which  Robert  of 
Brunne's  eyes  surely -often  turned.  Below  was  an  old 
rubble  shed,  partly  pulled  down,  which  was  said  to 
have  been  part  of  the  grange  of  the  ex-Priory  in  the 
hamlet :  no  other  remains  were  to  be  heard  of. 

§  12.  Twice  before,  in  the  many  years  since  this  text 
was  begun,  have  I  made  collections  of  notes,  &a  for 
preparing  a  fit  Introduction  to  this  Chronicle.  The  first 
time,  all  my  notes,  disappeared  while  workmen  were 
in  the  house  during  a  long  country  holiday  that  I  took. 
The  second  time,  last  year,  I  must  have  left  in  some 
shop,  railway,  or  omnibus,  the  bound  and  noted  volume 
of  the  text,  with  a  Paper  on  the  dialect  and  phonetics  of 
the  Lambeth  MS.  which  Dr.  Henry  Sweet  had  most 
kindly  prepared  for  me.      Now,  under  great  pressure 
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INTRODUCTION.  xxiii 

of  other  work,  the  present  Introduction  has  been 
written,  on  the  urgent  remonstrance  of  the  Deputy- 
Keeper  of  the  Records.  I  can  only  ask  mercy  for  its 
shortcomings,  and  for  the  long  delay  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  production  of  the  book ;  pleading  also  that 
this  delay  has  not  been  due  to  mere  laziness,  though  I 
acknowledge  that  it  was  wrong  in  me  to  do  other  work 
and  leave  this  volume  undona  I  thank  all  the  Bolls 
authorities,  many,  alas,  now  no  longer  with  us,^  for 
their  great  forbearance ;  and  also  Mr.  Sidney  J.  Herrtage, 
now  the  editor  of  Oassell's  Encydopcedic  Dictionary,  for 
his  help  in  the  Indexes  and  Glossary. 

>  Two  Masters  of  the  Rolls,  as  I  the  Early  English  Text,  Chaacer, 
well  as  Sir  T.  Duffas  Hardj,ldncUj  I  and  New  Shakspere  Societies, 
took  great  interest  in  my  work  for  I 

li)  May,  1887. 
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M  iUAtrt  iffsnnstis  fnrfiteti  it  fxiOf, 


'  Incipit  Prologs  do  Historia  Brita^^nie  tronrawpta 
per  Bobertom  in  matema  lingua. 

.  T  ordjnges  that  be  now  here, 

.  ^  if  ^e  wUle  listene  &  lere 

.  Aft  thd  story  of  Inglande 

.  als  Eobert  Mannyng  wryten  it  fand, 

.&  on  Inglysch  has  it  schewed, 

.not  for  fe  lerid  bot  for  |>e  lowed, 

.flfor  J>o  ^ai  in  fis  land[e]  wone 

•  l^at  )?e  Latyn  no  Frankys  cone, 
.  ffor  to  haf  solace  &  gamen 
.In  felawschip  when  {>ai  sitt  samen. 
.  And  it  is  wisdom  for  to  wytten 
.  fe  state  of  )>e  land,  &  haf  it  wryten, 
.  what  manere  of  folk  first  it  wan, 
.  &  of  what  kynde  it  first  began ; 

•  And  gude  it  is  for  many  thynges 
.  for  to  here  )>e  dedis  of  kynges, 
.whilk  were  foles,  &  whilk  were  wyse, 
.  &  whilk  of  {>am  couthe  most  quantyse, 

•  and  whilk  did  wrong,  &  whilk  ryght, 
.&  whilk  maynten[e]d  pes  &  fyght. 


Listen  to  the 
ttonr  of  Eng- 
land, as  Bobert 
Mannyng 
fonnd  it,  and 
Englished  it 


for  the  solace 
of  those  who 
know  not  Latin 
8       or  French, 


when  they  sit 
togeth  er. 

And  it  is  wise 
12       to  know 

who  first  won 
England, 

and  to  hear 
which  kings 
lo       were  fools  and 
which  were  not, 

which  did 
wrong,  and 
which  did 

20       "*^** 


1  The  first  198  lines  are  from  the 
Inner  Temple  MS.,  Petyt  MSS. 
No.  511,  vol.  7.  The  dots  on  the 
left  of  certain  lines  show  that  the 

/  ^/  21984. 


lines  dotted  are  not  translated  ttom 
Wace,  as  he  is  shown  by  the  Paris 
MS.  du  Roi,  No.  27,  printed  by  Le 
Boux  de  Lincy,  Bouen,  1836. 
A 
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WHAT  THIS  BOOK  IS  TO  TELL. 


All  this  ni 
tell  you: 


what 
happened 
from  Noah  to 
iBneas; 


from  him  to 
Brutus;  and 
then  to  Cad- 
wallader,  the 
last  of  the 
Briton  kings. 


After  them 
came  the 
English, 


before  whom 
were  Saxons. 
The  English 
landed  at 
Sandwich,  in 
Yortigem's 
days, 

under  Hengist 
and  Horsa, 


and  were 
heathens  150 
years  among 
the  Britons, 
till  St.  Augus- 
tine converted 
them. 


Of  the  English, 
Piers  of  T^mg- 
toft  tells. 

Master  Wace 
fr^nchized  all 


.  Of  }>are  dedes  saft  be  my  sawe ; 

.  &  what  tyme,  &  of  what  lawe 

.  I  safl  yow  schewe  fro  gre  to  gre 

.  sen  fe  tyme  of  sir  Noe, 

.firo  Noe  vnto  Eneas, 

.  &  what  betwix  )>am  was ; 

.  And  fro  Eneas  tift  Brui/ua  tyme, 

.ffro  Brutus  titt  Oadwaladres,      ^ 

.fe  last  Bryton  yat  ^ia  lande  lees. 

.Att  ]?at  kynde  &  ait  )>e  frnte 

.  yat  come  of  Brubua,  yat  is  fe  Brute ; 

.  And  fe  ryght  Brute  is  told  nomore 

.  faxL  fe  Brytons  tyme  wore. 

.After  fQ  Bretons  fe  Inglis  oamen^ 

.  ye  lordschip  of  yis  lande  yeA  namen^ 

.Southe  &  norths,  west  &  est, 

.yai  calle  men  now  ye  Inglis  gest. 

.when  ysl  first  [came]  amang  ye  Bretons, 

,yat  now  ere  Inglis,  pan  were  Saxons; 

.Saxons  Inglis  hight  aUe  oliche  ;  Deaf  1,001.2.] 

•  pai  aryued  vp  at  Sandwyche 

.  In  ye  kynges  tyme  Vortogeme, 

.yai  ye  lande  walde  pam  not  weme. 

.  pat  were  Maysters  of  alle  ye  tojvire, 

.Hengist  he  hight^  &  Hors  his  bropire; 

.pes  were  hede,  aJs  we  fynde, 

.  where-of  is  comen  oure  Inglis  kynde. 

.  A  hundrethe  &  fifty  ^ere  pai  com 

.  or  pai  receyued  cristendom ; 

.So  lang  woned  pai  pis  lande  in, 

.  or  pai  herde  out  of  Saynt  Austyn, 

.  Amang  pe  Bretons  with  mykelle  wo, 

.  In  sclaundire  &  threte,  &  in  thro. 

.  pes  Inglis  dedes  ^e  may  here, 

.  as  Fers  telles  alle  pe  manere. 

.One  Mayster  Wace  pe  flrankes  telles, 


24 


28 


32 


36 


40 


44 


48 


52 


66 
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BOBEBT  MANNTNG  WRITES  FOR  LOVE  OP  SIMPLE   MEN.  3 


.}e  Brute,  ait  Jwt  )>e  Latyn  spelles, 

.ffro  Eneas  tiit  Cadwaladre; 

.yis  Majster  Wace  ]fer  leues  he.  60 

.And  ryght  as  Mayster  Wace  says, 

.  I  tell^  myn  Inglis  pe  same  ways ; 

.ffor  Mayster  Wace  fe  Latyn  alle  rymes 

.)>at  Pers  ouerhippis  many  tymes.  64 

.  Mayster  Wace  )>e  Brute  alle  redes, 

.  &  Pers  tellis  alle  fe  Inglis  dedes ; 

.  J?er  Mayster  Wace  of  pe  Brute  left, 

.ryght  begynnes  Pers  |Jer]  eft,  68 

•  And  tellis  forth  )>e  Inglis  story, 
.&  as  he  says,  ]>aii  say  I. 

•  Als  )>ai  haf  wryteii  &  sayd, 

.  haf  I  alle  in  myn  Inglis  layd,  72 

.In  symple  speche  as  I  couthe, 

.^at  is  lightest  in  mannes  mouthe. 

.  I  mad  noght  for  no  disours, 

.ne  for  no  seggers,  no  harpours,  76 

.  Bot  for  fe  luf  of  symple  men 

.  ^t  strange  Inglis  can  not  ken ; 

•  ffor  many  it  ere  )>at  strange  Inglis 

.  In  vyme  wate  neuer  what  it  is ;  80 

.And  bot  )>ai  wist  what  it  mente, 

.ellis  me  thoght  it  were  alle  schente. 

.1  made  it  not  forto  be  praysed,         peafi^bftck;] 

.bot  at  J>e  lowed  men  were  aysed.  84 

.  If  it  were  made  in  ryme  couwee, 

.or  in  strangere  or  enterlaoe, 

.)7at  rede  Inglis  it  ere  inowe, 

.  ))at  couthe  not  haf  coppled  a  kowe,  88 

.yat  outhere  in  couwee  or  in  baston 

.  som  suld  haf  ben  fordon, 

.so  J'at  fele  men  ^at  it  herde 

.suld  not  witte  howe  ^at  it  ferde:  92 

.  I  see  in  song,  in  sedgeyng  tale 

.  of  Erceldoun  &  of  Kendale, 

A  2 


the  Tjatin  Brute 
till  Cadwal- 
lader'8  time ; 

&  I  foUow 
Wace, 

becauBe  Piers 
often  hops 
over  much  of 
the  Latin. 


But  where 
Wace  stops, 
Piers  begins, 
and  tells  the 
English  story, 
&  I  follow  him* 


I've  written  in 
as  simple  Eng- 
lish as  I  could, 


for  love  of 
simple  men 
who  can't  make 
out  hard  Eng- 
lish. 

If  they  couldn't 
make  out  me, 
my  writing 
would  be  no 
good. 

I  don't  write 
for  praise,  but 
to  benefit  the 
unlearned. 
And  if  I'd 
bothered  them 
with 

couv^  or  basUm, 
some  must  have 
come  to  grief. 


In  tales  of 
Erceldoun 
&  Kendale, 
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WHY  ONE  ROBERT  WRITES  IN   EASY  RYME. 


I  see  that  none 
repeat  them  as 
they  were 
written ; 
and  specially 
the  best  story, 
Sir  Tristrem, 


is  always  spoilt, 


by  the  repeaters 
wanting  to 
show  off  their 
own  cleverness. 


Besides,  Fm 
too  dull  to 
write  strange 
words; 


and  men  be- 
sought me  to 
write  my  story 
in  easy  ones. 


So  I  have 
written  it  for 
the  com- 
monalty, 

for  love  of  the 
unlearned,  to 
tell  them  the 
chances  of  old ; 

and  I  ask  no 
reward  but  the 

Srayers  of  my 
earers, 


.  Non  pam  says  as  pai  )>am  wroght, 

.  &  in  per  sayng  it  semes  noght;  96 

.  J)at  may  Jwu  here  in  sir  Tristrem ; 

.oner  gestes  it  hasfe  steem, 

.Oner  sHe  iJuit  is  or  was, 

.if  men  it  sayd  as  made  Thomas;  100 

.  But  I  here  it  no  man  so  say, 

.  'pat  of  som  copple  som  is  away ; 

.  So  pare  fietyre  sajmg  here  beforn 

.  is  fsLTe  trauayle  nere  forlorn  ;  104 

.  )>ai  sayd  it  for  pride  &  nobleye, 

.pat  non  were  suylk  as  pei; 

,  And  aft  pat  peA  wild  oueT'where, 

.  aft  pat  ilk  witt  now  forfare.  108 

.  {>ai  sayd  in  so  qteante  Inglis 

.pat  many  one  wate  not  what  it  is. 

.  perlore  [I]  henyed  *  wele  pe  more  [» MS.  hcnjJed] 

.In  strange  ryme  to  trauayle  sore;  112 

.And  my  witte  was  oure  thynne 

.So  strange  speche  to  trauayle  in; 

.And  forsoth  I  couth[e]  noght 

.so  strange  Inglis  as  peA  wroght;  116 

.  And  men  besoght  me  many  a  tyme 

.to  tume  it  bot  in  light[e]  ryme; 

.pea  sayd,  if  I  i-n.  strange  it  tume, 

.to  here  it  manyon  suld  skurne;  120 

.  ffor  it  ere  names  futt  selcouthe 

.pat  ere  not  vsed  now  in  mouthe; 

.And  perfore  for  pe  comonalte 

.pat  blythely  wild  listen  to  me,  124 

.On  light[e]  lange  I  it  began.        Deaf 2, back. coL a.] 

.  for  luf  of  pe  lewed  man, 

.  to  telle  pam  pe  chaunces  bolde 

.pat  here  before  was  don  &  tolde.  128 

.ffor  pis  raakyng  I  witt  no  mede 

.  bot  gude  prayere  when  ^e  it  rede ; 

.  perhre,  [alle]  ^e  lordes  lewed, 
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ROBEBT  MANNYNG  OF  BRUNNE  IS  THE  AUTHOR. 


.  ffor  wham  I  haf  \da  Inglis  scbewed,  132 

.  Prayes  to  God  he  gyf  me  grace, — 

. I  trauayled  for  ^our  solace; — 

,  Of  Brunne  I  am,  if  any  me  blame, 

.Robert  Mamiyng  is  my  name;  136 

,  Blissed  be  he  of  God  of  heuene 

.  )?at  me,  Robert,  with  gude  wille  neuene; 

.  In  fe  third  Edwardes  tjone  was  I 

•  when  I  wrote  allc  yia  story,  140 

.  In  )>e  hous  of  Sixilk  I  was  a  throwe ; 

.  Danz  Robert  of  Malton  yat  ^e  know, 

.  did  it  wryte  for  felawes  sake, 

.when  ))ai  wild  solace  make.  144 


for  whose 
solace  I  have 
worked. 

Of  Bnmne 
I  am, 
Robert 
Mannyng't 
my  name; 
and  I  wrote  this 
story  in  King 
Edward  m.'s 
time 

for  my  fellows' 
delight 


Bares  Frigins,  qtd  historiam  TroiBSiorum  scripeit,  ait 
se  militasse  Ysque  ixim  Troia  capta  e^^,  hosqt^ 
duces  se  vidisse  cam  indutie  e^^nt  &  partis 
prelio  int^rfoisse. 

.  T\ares  the  Freson  of  Troie  first  wrote, 

.  ^  &  putt  it  \n  buke  \Hit  we  now  wote ; 

.he  was  a  derk  and  a  gude  knyght, 

.when  Troie  was  lorn  he  sawe  Jwt  fight;     148 

.Alle  pe  barons  wele  he  knewe, 

.he  tellis  J>er  stature  &  per  hewe, 

.long  or  schorte,  whyte  or  blak, 

.alia  he  telles,  gude  or  lak.  152 

•  Alle  ^r  lymmes,  how  pai  besomed, 

.  In  his  buke  has  Dares  demed, 

.  Both  of  Troie  &  of  Grece, 

.whatkyns  schappe  was  ilka  pece;  156 

.  Of  manyon  he  reknes  &  sayes, 

.  both  of  Troiens  &  of  Gregeis, 

pat  it  were  cure  long  to  telle, 
.&  many  wald  not  per-in  duelle  160 

pare  names  alle  forto  here, 
.bot  pe  Latyn  is  fayre  to  lere. 


Dares  the 
Freson  first 
wrote  of  the 
loss  of  Troy. 


He  tells  the 
stature  and  hae 
of  all  the 
barons  who 
fought  there. 


both  Trojans 
&  Greeks. 
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OF  THE  AUTHOBITIES  FOB  THIS  STOBT. 


[leaf  2.]  Ego  Galfridns  Arthnrns  Honemnte^i^,  qui  banc 
historian  Britonnm  de  wrtrni  'iingua  in  nos* 
tram  tra^^sferre  cnraidi,  dimitto  fortunas  sac- 
oessorilm^  meis  sc/ibendas. 


Geofirey  of 
Monmouth 
turned  a  book 
out  of  Breton 
speech  into 
LatLuy 


at  the  request 
of  Erie 
Koberdeof 
Gloucestre. 


Then  came 
Mayster  Wace, 
in  1055, 

and  turned  the 
Latin  into 
French  rhyme, 
up  to  Cad- 
waladre*s  time. 


Afterwards 

Pers  of  Limg- 

toft 

put  the  same 

story  into 

difterent  verse, 

from  Eneas, 
through  the 
Brut,  to  the 
English  deeds ; 
ikirer  language 
was  nerer  read. 


.  GeflTrey  Arthure  of  Minumue, 

.fro  Breton  speche  he  did  remue, 

.&  made  it  alle  in  Latyn 

.  ]^t  clerkes  haf  now  knawyng  in. 

.In  Gloucestre  was  fonden  a  buke 

.  'pat  pe  Inglis  couthe  not  rede  no  luke, 

.  On  pat  langage  pai  knew  no  herde ; 

.bot  an  erle  pat  hyght  Robeixie, 

.he  prayed  pat  ilk  clerk  Geffrey 

.to  tume  it  fro  pa4i  speche  away 

.In-to  Latyn,  as  it  mente, 

.  pat  pe  Inglis  mot  know  pe  entente ; 

.ffor  Geffrey  knew  pe  langage  wele, 

.  In  Latyn  he  broght  it  ilka  dele. 

.Sipen  com  a  clerk,  Mayster  Wace, 

.to  make  romance  had  he  grace, 

.&  tz^med  it   ro  Latyne, 

.&  rymed  it  in  Frankis  fjme 

.vnto  pe  Cadwaladres; 

.no  forer,  per  makes  he  ses. 

.Als  Geffrey  in  Latyn  sayd, 

•  SO  Mayster  Wace  in  Frankis  layd; 
.  pe  date  of  Criste  was  pan  pia  lyue, 
,  A  thousand  ^ere  fifty  &  fyue. 

•  Than  com  out  of  Brydlyngton 

•  Pers  of  Langtofb,  a  ohanon ; 

.Als  Mayster  Wace  pe  saibe  he  says, 
.bot  he  rymed  it  oper  ways; 
.he  begynnes  at  Eneas, 
.  of  alle  pe  Brute  he  tellis  pe  pas, 
.&  s[i]))en^  alle  pe  Inglis  dedis; 

•  feyrere  langage  non  ne  redi& 


164 
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172 


176 


180 


184 


188 


192 

[}  or  syen] 
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we'll  begin  with  CAIN  AND  THE   FLOOD. 


After  fe  Inglis  kynges  he  says  J>er  pris 

)^  all  m  metir  fulle  wele  lys;  196 

And  I,  Robert,  fulle  fayn  "wald  bringe  And  I,  Robert, 

T      T      1*     X  t.       !•  •  •  would  fain  turn 

In  Inglis  tonge  J^er  feire  saiynge.  their  feir  speech 

^God  gyve  me  grace  wel  to  spede,  [leaf  i.  Lamb.  M8.]^^*^Engiish 

pys  rym  on  Englischc  for  to  rede.  200 


words. 


Oenealogia  primi  regis  Troge  &  Enee  a  Noe  et  Saphet 
Ydque  ad  Loqnerinum^  dedncta. 

.Now  of  ye  story  wyl  we  •gynne: 

.  Whan  God  took  wrech«  of  Kaymes  *  synne, 

.J>e  erthe  was  waryed  in  his  werk — 

.Alfl  y*  |?e  bible  seys  ^e  Clerk/, —  204 

.&  ^eriore  God  sente  a  flood 

.pat®  fordide  al  flesche  &  blood/ 

.  Man  &  best  }wt  beren  lyues, 

.  Bot  foure  men  &  foure  wyues.  208 

.  So  mykel  was  ferine  ®  mannes  trespas, 

.  pat  alle  ]?at  euer  of  Adam  was 

.WyJ^ynne  a  J^ousand  ^er  &  mo, 

.In  J?at  flod  were  lorn  alle  po,  212 

.  Bot  Noe  &  his  )?re  sones 

.And  yeiT  wyues — J^e  bible  hit  mones — 

.Wer  none  worthi  in  Godes  sight, 

.Ne  non  bot  J?ese  ^at  liueden®  ryght.  216 


Through  Cain's 
sin  the  earth 
was  cursed, 


and  God  sent  a 
flood  which 
destroyed 
all  flesh, 

save  four 
men  and  four 
women. 


Noe  and  his 
three  sons, 


>  The  Lambeth  MS.  begnis  here, 
and  the  text  is  printed  from  it  A 
modem  hand  has  put  the  following 
title  to  the  MS. :~"  A  Chronicle  of 
**  England,  in  olde  Englishe  meeter, 
"  fVom  Brute  to  King  Richarde  y*' 
**  'I',  made  by  Piers  of  Langtofto, 
**  chanonne  of  Bridlington,  and 
**  putte  into  Englishe  ryme  by  lio- 
"  bert  de  Brunjie  iuxta  Depini^e  .v. 
^  infr.  fl  Ixxiy."  The  various  read- 
ings are  from  the  Fetyt  MS. 


2  locnnum. 

'  A  later  hand  has  struck  out  try/ 
(will*  P.)  and  prefixed  be  to  t/ynne, 

*  wreke  of  Caym. 

*  MS.  scratched  over  with  a  pen. 
**ajin,"P. 

7  The  later  hand  puts  both  for 
al,  and  all  before  blood;  as  also  both 
before  Man  in  the  next  line,  and 
ff  left  before  Bot  in  the  line  after. 

8  paiu  '  lyued. 
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THE  THBEE  PARTS  OF  THE  WOBLD. 


Shem,  Ham, 
and  Japhet, 
and  their  wires. 


These  sons 
divided  the 
world  into 
three  parts. 


Asia,  Africa, 
and  Europe. 

Shem  took 

Asia; 

Ham,  Africa ; 

Japheth, 

Europe. 


.J>yse  were  po^  }wt  skaped  )?e  de)?, 

.  Noe,  Seem,  Cam,  &  SapheJ^,* 

•  And  J>6r  wyues  Jwit*  wi)?  }?em*  nam; 

.  )h)  pat  now  ar,  of  jjys  folk  yey  *  cam.         220 

.  I^yse  •  Noe  sones,  ^e  han  ^  wel  herd 
How  )?ey  departed  al  Jys  werd:® 
.]?ey  departed  [it]®  in  ^re  parties, 
.  And  names  gaf  at  ]^ir  deuis,  224 

.Assye,  Aufiyk,  &  Europe; 
.J?ys  ar^^  J?e  parties,  wel  y  hope. 
.Sem  was  }>e  eldest:"  he  ches  Assye; 
.  Cam  took  Aufiyk  til  ^  his  partie ;  228 

.Saphet,"  Europ^^*  he  took; 
.&  \^U8  J?ey  parted,^*  als  sey]?  )?e  book. 


Asia  had  15 
divisiims. 


Tot  terre  stmt  in  vninerso  mundo. 

,  IJow  many  landes  in  ilk  of  )7yse, 

,  "  Ilk  a  partie  ha)?  peyr  ^®  assise  : 

.In  Assye  fifbene  landes  are, 

.Bot  per  names  we  seye  no^^  mare: 

.  India,  Assery,  and  Partye, 

.  Sire,  Perce,  Mede,  Mesapotanie, 

.Capadooe,  Palestine,  &  Armenye, 

.  Cylyce,  Cades,  &  Arrabye, 

,  Al  Egipte,  &  Lybye ; 

.{^yse  ar^^  ]?e  landes  in  Assye. 


232 


236 


240 


'  p€9  WttB  pot. 

wjJetere. 

« laphtih. 

"  was  eldest. 

»>at. 

^^to. 

*|teiii. 

w  lapheth. 

»  ere  of^  aught. 

"  The  accent  is  in  the  MS. 

^ThU. 

7haf. 

16  has  )>er. 

»  pe  werlde. 

>7ita. 

^pwxtedit 

18  ere. 
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THE  CONTENTS  OF  AFRICA  AND  EUROPE. 


.  jf  Tyl  Aufryk  twelf  landes  longe,^ 

.  J>at  Cam  til  his  partie  gan  fonge :  ' 

.Cirenens,  Fentapolys,  &  Lyddya^ 

.Ethiope,  TWpolitan,  &  Pysancia,*  244 

.Gentulye,*  Natabrie,  Numidye, 

.  Mauiytan  &  Tynguytanie  ; 

•  Sirtes  pe  more  &  ]7e  lasse, 

.ffor  )>e  twelfte  teld  hit  es.  248 

.jf  fiiftene^  landes  ar  in  Europe,  Deikfi,cd.2.] 

.  Saphethes  partie,  J^r  dwelle)?  *  )?e  Pope  : 

.Romanie/  Calabre,  Poille,  &  Spayne, 

.  Massedoigne  &  Alemaygne,  252 

.  Tracye,  Dalmank,  &  Pamonie  ^ 

.Lange-dok,  flftuunce,®  Acquitonie, 

.  Bry  taigne,  Irland^ — l^yse  am  ^^  J?e  best, — 

.And  al  |?e  Northc  toward  pe  west  256 

.  Now  schal  ^^  we  telle  as  we  fynde 

.  How  Eneas  com  of  Saphethes  ^  kynde  ; 

.ffol  merk  hit  ys  for  to  here, 

•  Bot  algate  a  man  may  lere.  260 


AfHcaluidl2. 


and  Europe 
(where  the 
pope  b'yes)  15. 


This  is  the 


of 


Oenealogia,  Aue  generado. 

.  vroe  J?at  God  saued  fro^  de)?.  i,Noah, 

, -^^  His  sone  was  cald  sire"  Saphet  2,Japhet, 

,  laoan,  his  sone  J?at  cam  "  of  hym,  s,  javan, 

.  He  hadde  a  sone  pai  hight  Setym ;  ^®  264     4,  Setym, 


^lang.    [Ieaf2,ba(^1 

'parte  vnderfang, 

'  Bizanda, 

«  GetuUe. 

^ffouretene.  To  make  15,  the 
pope's  dwelling  must  be  counted  as 
one  land. 

*  teas  lapheth  pvrte  >er  et. 

7  Bomen    {PoiUe  is  omitted.) 


^  DalmaHk,  Pamumie. 

•  Coloyne,  Oaile. 

>o  J»et  be. 

"  saU. 

» laphet 

''  iVoc  god  saued  fro  pe, 

**  tffcw  sir. 

i»cina. 
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THE  OENEALOGT  OF  ENEAS. 


5,  CiprinSy 


(who  gave  his 
name  to 
Cyprua,) 

6,  Cretos, 

(from  whom 
Crete  was 
caUed,) 

7,  Celos, 
8y  Saturn, 
9,  Jupiter, 
(who  was 
learned  in 
astronomy, 
had  two  wives. 

May  8c  Electra, 
daughters  of 
king  Atlas, 


and  a  tree  that 
bore  golden 
apples 


which  were 
stolen). 


.  Setymes  ^  sone,  Cipriu«  liiglit^ 
,  A  man  of  ffame  &  of  myght ; 
.  So  mikel  )?at  tyme  was  his  fame, 
,  ]>e  lande  of  Cipre  of^  hym  had  name.         268 
.  Of  ]?ys  noble  sire  Cyprit/^, 
.  Was  a  sone  'pat  hight  ^  Cretus  ; 
,pia  Cretus  an  ilde  he  angte,^ 
.  ^  name  of  hym  Cret  hit  laugfate.  272 

.Cretus  sone  hyghte  Cellius, 
And  CeUius  sone  was  Satt&ma^; 
.  SeA/umu8  sone  highte  lubiter^ 
.  In  astronomic  he  lerede  fer.  276 

.  pis  ilk  lubiter  had  twey  *  wyues, 
.  Kynges  doughtres,  faire  lyues ; 
.  pat  on  ®  hight  Maye,  pat  oper  ^  Electra, 
.  pe  «  ffader  hight  Adas*  of  pern  twa ;  280 

.  ffor  Aclas  alle  hise  men  calde,^^ 
.  Mons  Aclatis  ^^  ^if  hit  now  halde ; 
,  pe^^  hil  was  so  hey,  as  men  hit  leet,^^ 
.  pat  heuen  (men  seye)  hit  vnder-feet.^*        284 
.  pys  noble  'kyi^e  sire  Adas," 
.  In  his  orchard "  a  tre  per  was, 
.  Jwt  gilden  apples  hit  bar  ere-more^^ 
.  Al  pe  tyme  pat  apples  wore;^®  288 

.  &  aJwey  on  dragon  hem   kepte  ;  ^® 
.  Syn^  were  J^ey  stolen  pe  while  *^  he  slepte; 


»  Cetim. 

3  mdi  called. 

*  MS.  augste:  P.  has  aught. 

*  [>i»  IMter  had  twa. 
^petoH. 

"*  pe  toper, 

8|»er. 

^Atians. 

^^for  Atians  a  hiU  men  called. 

"  Atlantia. 


"[>at 

*3  so  hij  men  lette. 

"  scufd  it  vndersette.  ?  feet = took* 

»*  Atlas. 

**  lordschip. 

*7  euermore. 

*^  tt/mes  J>at  appUles  are. 

^^  Atte  tymes  a  dragon  pam. 

=0  Sipen. 

21  whiU. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  OENEILOGY  OF  ENKAS. 


11 


.)?y8  lubiter  lay  dame  M&ye  by, 
.&  gat  on  hure^  aire  Mercury;  292 

.  Of  Mectra  he  gat  an  o)>er, 
.  Dardannm,  Merourii^  *  brother, 
.lubiter  loued  wel  more  Maye 
.And  Mercury  )»n  |7e  o)>er  twaye,  296 

^.Wel  more  Maye^fc  Mereurium 

•  pan  Electra  or  Dardannm.^ 

.  ffor  loue  of  Maye  he  dide  calle 

.  pe  monthe  of  May  'pat  we  knowe  *  alle ;     300 

.ffor  in  that  montib  made  pey  feste, 

.pat  time  ^y  helden  most  honeste.^ 

.  pys  Darda[n]um  gaf  hym  to  chiualrie ; 

.  Mercury  gaf  him  al  to  dergie.  304 

.jf  fys  Dardantie  wag  a  noble  kynge,  [ieafi,back.] 

.Hys  Godes  schewed  hym  mykel  ]?ynge, 

.&  bed  him  gon®  til  Ytalye, 

.  Toward  Samo,  )K)rough  Tracye ;  308 

.(Trade  for-sothe  ys  a  lend, 

.  Samo  a  contre,  y  vnderstond ;) 

ipe  whilk  Dardan  )H)row  maistrie 

.Mad  hem^  bo)?  on,  Samo-Tracye;  312 

•  Samo-Trade  ha)?^  his  deuise. 
.Sy)?en  he  wente  in-til*  ffnse, 

.  &  gaf  hit^^  name  when  he  per  cam, 

.After  him  self  Dardaniam;  316 

.  pe  name  of  flEryse  calde  Dardanye, 

•  Als  he  calde  Tracye  Samotracye. 

•  Of  yys  Dardan  com  a  sone 

.  Erectoritw,^^  Jwt  J^er  gan  wone.  320 


10,  Dardanas, 


(who  took  to 
chiyalry, 


and  was  bidden 
by  his  gods 
to  go  to  Italy. 


He  united 
Samos  and 
Thrace  into 
Samothracia, 


and  named 
Frisia  Dar- 
dania). 

ll^Ericthoi^na, 


>  of  Mr. 
ntrcwy. 


'  P.  omits  these  two  lines. 
^  knaw, 

«  M  heide  fairest  ^  Uut. 
^  P.  omits  gon. 


7  Made  J>am. 

^at. 

•  vnto, 

>»  P.  omits  hit, 

^^  Erictanius^ 
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THE  OENEALOOT  OF  ENEAa 


12,  Tros, 


(whobuiU 
Troy). 


13,  Assaiacus, 


(whose  brother 
Hub  built 
Uinm, 


&  had  a  son 

Laomedoiiy 

whom 


Hercules  dew ; 


Laomedon 
begat  Priam, 


&  he  Hector, 
and  six  other 
sons  and 
danghters). 


.  )?ys  Erectoriu8  a  sone  he  gat, 

.  Troius  ^  ;  a  noble  man  was  J^at 

.  Of  rightfulnesse  &  pitee ; 

.Ouer  e31e  dper  praised  was  Le 

.ffor  a  ngbtM  man  &  hende^ 

.  Of  hjrm  ys  mynsyng  wijM)uten  ende, 

.  ffor  be  made  a  cite  of  ioye 

•  After  bis  name,  &'  calde  bit  Troye; 
.  Of  |?ys  Troye,  ^jb  '  stori  mones, 

•  Com  of  by  m  to  *  noble  sones, 

•  pat  on^  higbt  He,  ]>at  dper  Asserak, 
.pys  wer  ]^r  names,  ^e  stori  spak; 

.  He  was  after  bis  ffader  kynge, 
.  He  made  a  cite  of  fisdr  byggynge, 
.And  after  bim  selue^  made  bit  rygbt, 
.  Ilye  after  He  bit  bigbt. 
.  Of  )ns  He  a  sone  was  on, 
.&  his  name  was  Laomedon; 

•  pys  Laomedon  a  bataille  chees; 
.  He  was  slayn  wy]>  Ercules. 

.  Of  Troye  was  mad  destructione 
.porow  lason,  kynge  Pelles  sone. 
.  Of  J>y8  nys  nought  to  tellen  her, 
.  ffor  bit  ys  nought  of  oure  mater. 
.  Of  Laomedon  com  Priamtt«, 
.Volcontus,  and  Ysypilus; 
.  &  a  doughter  of  him  cam, 

•  Hur^  name  was  Esionam. 

.  f[  Of  Pryamu«,  eldest  &  mor, 

•  He  had  a  sone  men  cald  Ector, 
.&  dper  syxe,  &  dougbtres  two, 

.  pe  names  may  ^e  here  of  )k)  ; 


324 


328 


332 


340 


344 


348 


^  ff  after  fUs  name,     [leaf  8.] 


*p€  tone. 
Ue{f. 
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356 


360 


gre,   Cleafl,bMk»ool8.] 
36rt 


.Alysaundre,  Parys,  Deyphebuw?, 
.  Elenim,*  Troyl,  Ampkimacum ; 

•  &  two  doughtres  )>at  of  him  cam, 
.  Cassandram  &  Pollixenam. 
.  Of  Troies  bifore  an  ojw  sone, 
.Asserak,  ^e  herde  me  mone. 
.  of  Yjb  Aiserak  now  geten  es 
.A  sone  men  callede  Rapes; 
.  &  of  Elapes  Enches  was, 
.  An[d]  of  Enches  cam  Eneas  : 
.JJys  ys  )?e  kynde,  fro  gre  tU* 
.Byt¥ryxten*  Eneas  &  Noe. 

•  (T  Bot  now  donward  hit  ys  )?us, 
.  ffro  Eneas  vntil  *  sire  Bratus : 
.Sire  Eneas  hadde  sones  twa, 

.Askanett^  was  by  dame  Creusa;  368 

.  I  )?e  bataille  of  Troye  y-monge  *  )>e  pres, 

.  Hys  wyf  Crensa  pere  he  •  les. 

.jf  Whan  ))e  Duk  sire  Eneas 

.flFro  ye  bataille  a-ecaped  was, 

.He  cam  in-to^  }?e  lond  of  Latyne, 

.&  l^r  wedded  dame  Lauyne. 

•  Latin  highte  }enne  ^e^  landes 
.  J?at  men  sayn  Jwt  Rome  iD  •  standes. 
.  By  dame  Lauyne  J?at  leuedy  ^^ 
.  He  gat  a  sone  J?at  highte  Syluy ; 
.  Hys  eldeste  sone  Ascanens, 
.  He  gat  a  child  ^^  CyciUius  ;i2 
.pylke  Cycylli^  gat  )?at  man 


15,  Anchiset. 

16,  Eneas. 


17,  Afcanens, 


372 


376 


380 


(Eneaialso 
begat  SilTins 
on  Layinia). 

18,  Cycillina. 


'  HeUnwau 
*betuen. 

*  the  y  has  been  altered. 

•  >er  A*  Air. 
'  com  to. 


'  J>er  m«ji  «c^«  [>a^  tome. 

"  son  (or  tone). 

^X'ascane  nlaita"  subetituted 
by  a  later  hand;  P.  has  SisiUnu, 

"  Biluius  in  the  later  hand ;  P.  has 
Ht  ilk  Sisiai, 
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THE  PEDIOBEE  OF  LOCRIN  AND  BBUTUa 


19,Brotn8. 

20,  Locrin 
(and  bis 
brothers). 


.  BTubuSf  )?at  al  yys  land  first  wan. 

.  Of  BmUia  cam  sire  Lokeryn, 

•  Eamber^  Albanak,  Euen,  lulyn : 

.  How  )?ey  departed  yys  land  in  )?rynne, 

.pat  may  30  heren  wel  wyj^ynne. 

.Now  haue  y  s[eyd]^  al  J?e  kynde 

.  Vntil  Lokerynes,*  as  we  ffynde ; 


384 


3S8 


BeTersing  the 
genealogy  of 
Assaracos, 

.Now  ageynward  vntil 

»  Noe, 

•  Schortly  to  seye,  wilt*  Jxm  se 

\re  have. 

.  pe  kynde  of  alle  }?at  y  er  of*  epak, 

.  And  of  Troies  sones,*  He  &  Asserak/. 

392 

20.  Lokeiyn. 

.  T  okeryn  com  of  Brutus, 

•  ^  Brubus  was  geten  of  CiciUitt«  ; 

19»  Bratns. 

18,  CyciUios. 

.  CScilli,  Askaneu8  sone  was, 

17,  Ascanens. 

.  &  Askanei^  com  of  Eneas/ 

396 

16,  Eneas. 

.  Eneas  com  of  Enchi^e; 

15,  Anchises. 

.  Enohes,  Kapes  sone  was  he ; 

14,  Capes. 

.  Capes  com  of  Asserak ; 

18,  Assaracns. 

.  Asserak,  of  Troies  blod  he  brak,® 

400 

12,Tro0. 

.  Troies  cam  of  Eryctonius, 

ll,Ericthoniii8. 

.  Erycton  com  of  Dardanus, 

10,Dardaniis. 

.  Dardan  •  com  of  lubiter, 

9,  Jupiter. 

,  lubiter  was  SeAumua  heyr, 

404 

8,  Satomus. 

.  Satumu«  cam  of  Cellius, 

7,Celu8. 

.  &  Se^vs  cam  of  sire  Crettw, 

6,  Gretos. 

.And  Cretiw  cam  of  Cyprim, 

5,  Ciprias. 

.  &  Ciprius  cam  of  Setym, 

408 

4,  Setym. 

.Setym  com  of  lauani 

3,  Javan. 

.&  lauan  of  Saphet^^  gan, 

2,  Japhet 

.  And  Saphet^**  cam  of  sire  Noe : 

l,Noah. 

.Of  Asserak  |;ys  ys  )?e  degre. 

412 

iMS.rabbed.  myd. 

•  of  troys. 

^  vnto  Loqeryn. 

7  sir  Eneas. 

•  vnto. 

^blodebrtJk. 

*wiU. 

»?  MS.  Darcfan. 

*Iare. 

>o  laphet. 
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•  416 


420 


424 


428 


.  vrow  schul  we  seye  of  ylke  ^  parti : 

.  ^  Ector  cam  of  Pryamy, 

.  Priamt^  com  of  Laomedon^ 

.  Laomedon  of  lie  gan;^ 

.  He  cam  of  Troyus, 

.  &  Troyus  of  Ereotonite^ ; 

.  Erector'  cam  of  kynge  Dardan, 

.  Dardantes  of  InHter  ran, 

.  And  lubiter  cam  of  Sabuimus, 

.And  SsAu/nxua  of  Celins^ 

.  Cellos  com  of  Oretus,  De>f  s.] 

.  And  Cretus  com  of  Qrpriiw, 

.  Cipriii^  of  Cetym  gan, 

.  &  Cetyn  com  of  lauan ; 

.lauan,  laphethes^  sone  was  he, 

.  And  Saphet*  com  of  sire  Noe : 

.  Of  Troius  sones  )?yse  ar  l?e  kyndes, 

.pat  bothe  in-to  Noe  byndes, 

•  XT^'^*  lordynges,  hit  were  to  witen 
.  ^^  Whi  J»  bataille  of  Troye  was  smiten :  432 
.  pe  laste  meschaunce  &  )>e  peyne 
.  Was  for  ye  Quene  of  Greoe,  Eleyne ; 
.  pe  kynges  wy  f  of  Qrece  scheo  *  was, 
.pat  Paiys  ranisched^  jK)row  a  ca& 
.pat  werre  was  in  tjrme  ser, 
.&  lasted^  two  &  twenty  jer. 
,  flTor  )?at  werre  )w  barons  fledde 
.  pat  weren  in  Troye  bom  &  fedde ; 
' .  How  hit  bigan,  ^  laste  bale, 
.  iMtnepy  &  [I]  schal  telle  fe  tale,® 
.  Of  Troye  J?e  firste  destructione, 
.pat  cam^  ]K)row  lasan,  Pelles  sone, 


436 


440 


444 


^  mft  we  say  of  He, 
^  began. 
•  Erictm. 
^  laphet. 

*BCho. 


QeafS^book.] 


•  rauyeU 
7  lastamL 

B  P.  omits  these  two  liDes. 

•  com  (for  )>a<  cam). 


Andreyenmg 
the  genealogy 
of  Ilus,  we  get, 
16,  Hector, 

15,  PriftBL 

14,  Laomedon. 
13,  Has. 
12,TroB. 

U,  Erich- 

thoniiu. 

10,  Dardanns. 

9,  Jupiter. 

8,  Satnrnns. 

7,Celin8. 

6,  CretoB. 
5,  Cyprins. 
4,  Cetym. 
3,  Jayan. 
2,  Japhet. 
l,Noah. 


The  battle  of 
Troy  was 
foQ^t  for 
Helen,  queen 
of  Greece, 

whom  Paris 
rayished. 


Troy  was  first 
destroyed  by 
Jason, 
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THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  TROJAN   WAR. 


who  won  the 
ram  with  the 
iieece  of  gold, 


&  leveUed 
Troy; 

hutFiiam 
hnilt  it  again. 


though  since 
its  last  ruin  it 
has  never  been 
reboilt. 

Here  is  the  tale 
ofitsfiOL 


.pat  wan  the  Ram  wi)?  the  fles^  of  golde, 

.  pat  neuere  man  of  ertbe  molde 

.  Mighte  hit  *  wynne  byfore  wi)>  fyght, 

.Bot  sire  lasan  J^e  gode  knyght^ 

•  Whan*  )?e  Ram  wy)?*  gilden  flees, 

.  &  stryed  Troye  wij?  alle  J>e  cites ; 

.  Bot  }?e  kyng  sire  Pryami 

.Bigged  hit  Srgeyn  fol  noblely,' 

.  &  vitailled  hit  of  ston  &  com  -/ 

.Was  hit  neucr  so  fidr  bifom; 

.  Bot  si)>en  }?e  laste  sorewe  &  peyne 

.Was  hit  neuere  bygged  ageyne. 

.  How  hit  bygan,  ^  laste  bfiie, 

.  List®  a  portie  of  )?e  tale. 


448 


452 


456 


Exe  de  Troia  de  qua  causa  bellum  fuit  tLmmotum. 


Paris  was 
Priam's  son, 
and  the  costom 
then  was  that 
none  but 
knights 


should  keep 
beasts  ; 


.  in  Troye  was  a  Due  of  prys, 

. "''  Pryamy  sone  Jwt  highte  Parya 

.  Custume  was  bi  }k)  dawes, 

.  In  tyme  of  }?e  elde  lawes, 

.  Knygtes  scholderi  ®  kepe  bestes, 

•  Als  y  haue  herd  rede[n]  in  gestes. 
.}?e  Bible  wytnesse)?^^  wel  )?ys  J>ynge 
.  Of  Moyses  &  Dauid  J?e  kynge ; 
.Schold^  non  bot  of  gentil  blod, 
.Erl  or  due,  or  also^*  god, 

•  Bestes  kepe,  bot  he  were  knyght, 
.&  stalworthe  in  armes  for  to  fyght, 


460 


464 


468 


^fleez. 

*  Mot  it. 

>  MS.  knytight. 

*  wan. 

*  with  pe. 

*  nobhf. 


7  jr  vouted  it  oft  sUm  aft  com. 
^  Littes. 

»o  witlHes. 

»  8uld. 
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.  And  hardy,  &  of  honur, 
.  He  kepte  bestes  y  ^  J>e  pastour, 
.  Swylk  on  was  J^ys  ilke  Parys, 
.A  duk  hardi,  &  a  knyght  wys;* 
.He  kepte  bestes  in  )?e  feld 
.As  a  knygbt  armed  wij^  scheld. 
.  Als  Parys  ^  sat  at  his  hole, 
.Out  firo  Grece  J?er  cam  a  bole; 
•  To  Paris  bestes  was  his  draught, 
.And  wi^  Par3rs  bole  he  &ught 


472 


480 


so  Paris 


keeps  beasts  in 
476      ^^^^^ 


To  hk  beasts 
eomes  aboil 
from  Greece, 
and  fights 
with  Paris's 
bnU, 


Exe  jingmmi  inter  T$LJXtum  Troie  ft  Taurum 

Qrecie.  Deafa,ooi.i] 

.  jf  Ilkon  oper  gan  fiiste  assaille, 

.  &  Parys  biheld  )>eir  bataille ; 

.pey  foughte  so  longe,^  hit  was  a  wonder, 

.  Bot  at  ye  laste  pej  ^ede  a  sonder.  484 

.An  oper  day  he  com  ageyn, 

.&  foughte  to-gydere,  pjB  boles  tweyn; 

.  So  fought^  pei  mani  dales  longe, 

.  ffelenoti^  ^  batailles  &  fol  stronge.  488 

.  Paris  seide,  "  Now  schal  y  se 

. "  Whilk  is  worthi  to  haue  J?e  gre, 

.  **  &  whilk  of  hem  maistri  schal  haue, 

."  To  coroune  hym  y  youche  hit  saue."®      492 

•  jf  A  day  ))ei  foughte  fol  felonlike, 

•  k  stalworly  ^  to-gyder  gon  stryke ; 
.  So  longe  yey  foughte,  ]>at  atte  ^  laste 
.  pe  bole  of  Troye  doun  was  caste.  496 


one  day, 
two  days, 
many  days  ; 
and  Paris 

resolves  to 
crown  the 
conqueror. 


At  last  the 
Trojan  bnll 
is  beaten,  and 


'  hartfy  knyght  ff  wi/t, 

*  (M  H'  Paris, 

*  paifaughi  ao  long. 


*  vouch$aue, 

7  ttalworpefy. 

^  long  paifayght  at  \>e. 
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THE  WITCHES  APPOINT  PARIS  UHPIEE. 


Paris  gives  the 
Grecian  boll 
the  crown. 


Three  witches, 
called  ladies, 

see  this  bull- 
fight. 


Juno,  Pallas, 
and  Venus, 


and  begin  to 
argne  which  of 
them  18  fairest. 


They  agree  to 
refer  the  ques- 
tion to  Paris. 


600 


.When  Parys  saugh  his  bole  doun, 

.  ye  bole  of  Qreoe  he  gaf  ]?e  oroun ; 

.  &  Jwt  was  gret  curtesye, 

.To  gyue  J?e  bole  J>e  msiisMe, 

.  &  late  hym  gon  corouned  quit^ 

.pat  hadde  ydon  his  bole  despit. 

.  pere  biside  J?re  wicches  ware, 

.Ladies  were  cald,  &  in  ];e  eyr  dide  fare;    504 

.)?yse  )?re  stoden  &  byheld^ 

.]^  boles  bataille  in  pe  feld, 

.  &  praised  mikel  sire  Paris 

.  pat  he  gaf  )?at  *  bole  )?e  pris ;  508 

.  pey  seide  he  was  a  man  of  skyl 

.  pat  gaf  )?e  dom  as  fel  per  til ; 

.  ffor  he  ^at  was  J?e  pris  wor)?y, 

» He  corouned  hym,*  and  gaf  J>e  maisirL        512 

.  pyse  ]?re  leuedies  were  of  might ; 

.  pe  principale,*  lano  scheo  hight; 

.pat  oj>er  Pallas,  )w  Jirydde  Ven^^, 

.  AUe  ^e  leuedies  highten*  )?us. 

.  luno,  scheo  was  gyuere  of  myght, 

.  Pallas  gaf  wysdam  &  right, 

.  Dame  Yemis,  sche  ^  gaf  loue  til  man, 

. Bytwyxte®  ]?ise  j?re  a  strif  bigan, 

.  Whilk  of  hem  •  were  fayrest : 

.At  Paris  dom  |?ei  wolde^^  hit  kest 

.  Dame  luno  seide,  *'  hit  am  y  f 

.  pat  oJ?er  seid,  '^  nay  truely !  " 

.  *^  To  Paris  dom  we  gmunteu  alle, 

•"  pe  whilk  of  vs  fairest  schal  feJle." 


616 


520 


524 


*  qxdte, 

^Pepre  stode  j"  behelde, 

*  he  crouned. 

'  \»sUma8twtu 
^  ladies  hight 


7  schot 

8  betuex, 
'Nun. 

'0  dome  W  vhM, 
"  certatUy, 
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JTDe  cimsilio  Inno  et  adnlacio^  sua. 

.Dame  luno  seide  hnre  auys, 

."We  schal  don  hit  vpon^  Parys,  528 

.**&  he  schal  ben  cure*  domes  man." 

.J>e  o)>ere'  seide,  "We  graunte  J^an.** 

."  Now/'  sche*  seide  "  we  graunteTi  al; 

.  *'  Go  we  now  &  make  a  bal,  53-2 

. "  &  gyue  we  hit  ^  Parys  allc  yre, 

. "  And  preye  we  hym  for  specialte 

. "  To  gyne  hit  hure  )>at  semes  best, 

.  "  Of  vs  )7re  whilk  ys«  fairest/'  536 

.  pys  ilke  conseil  )?ey  toke  til  ^  pay ; 

.Whan  hit  schold  be  pey  sette  a  day. 

f  L^  'per  totnm  vlterins. 


The7*U  make  a 
ball,  and  ask 
Paris  to  give  it 
to  thefaSest 
of  them, 


on  a  certain 
day. 


.Here)?®  now  of  a  qnynte  wyle,®  [leaf 2. back.] 

.  How  eche  of  )?o  jK)u^te  o)>er  gyle.^**  540 

.Ar  )>at  day  com  )?at  ^y  set, 

.luno  wij?  sire  Parys  met: 

."  Paris/'  scheo  seyj?,  '*y  schal  ^ow^^  seye 

.  "  A  priuete  by-twixte  vs  beye  :  ^* 

."  We  pre  ladies  han^*  ordeyned  so 

,**  pat  alle  {nre  schulle  oome  ^  to, 

.  '^  &  take  'pe  a  bal,  &  preye  pe 

.  **  To  gyue  hit  pe  &irest  of  vs  ]?re  ; 

•  *'  &  wham  }H)u  gyue^*  hit,  ys  oure  deuis, 

.**  Scheo  schal  ^^  for  euere  here  J?e  prys. 


544 


548 


Before  that 
day  Juno 
tells  Paris 


what  they  ladi«t 
are  going  to  do, 


'  mU  do  it  on, 
'  he  saU  owre, , 
'  hU  o>er. 

*  8cho, 

•  J>r«  to  he, 
7  to. 
^Here. 


^  quBnte  gyie, 

1®  how  aile  j^e  thoght  a  wyle, 

^*  8cho  said  ./.  aaft  pe, 

"  tueye, 

'^haf. 

^*  whom  |>o«  gyffes, 

"  scAo  *aff. 

B  2 
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20   PALLAS  AND  VENUS  ASK  PARIS  FOR  THE  BALL. 


and  prays  him 
to  g^ve  her  the 
baU; 

then  8he*ll  set 
him  above  all 
in  Troy. 


She  gone, 
Pallas  prays 
him  too  for  the 
baU, 


and  promises 
him  wisdom 
over  all. 


Last  comes 
Venus,  tells 
him 


she  is  coming 
to  be  Judged  by 
him, 


and  if  hell  give 
her  the  ball, 
shell  give  him 
the  fairest  bdy 
aliTC. 


. "  &  ^if  y  mygbte  biseke  J?e  so, 

.  "  pou  woldest  ^  gyue  hit  me,  luno ;  552 

, "  I  schal  |?e  *  graunte  jH)row  my  power, 

."  In  Troye  schold  neuere*  be  fy  per." 

.  Parys  seide,  "  dame,  graunt  mercy ! 

.  Right  as  Jwu  wilt,  al  so  wil  y."  *  566 

.Whan  scheo  was  gon,  cam  Pallas 

.  ffor  fat  same  J?at  luno  was ; 

.  Scheo  prried  Parys,  als  scheo  had  seyd, 

.pat  J?e  bal  were  til  hure  y-leyd:  660 

. "  Of  wysdam  y  schal  gyue  fe  grace 

. "  Oner  alle  oper  in  ilk  a  place.*' 

.Parys  seide,  jnit  was  curteys, 

."Hit  may  be,  lady,  tyt  as  Jwu  seya"         664 

.  jf  Whan  scheo  was  gon,  cam  dame  Ventta,® 

.&  to  Parys  scheo  seide  ^  al  )?us: 

."Parys,"  scheo  seide,^  "we  ladies  are 

. "  pre  in  gret  ]K)ught  &  in  care ;  568 

."  &  )?ou  may  bate  al  'pat  gilt® 

. "  Of  vs  B31e  ^if  ]>at  ]>ou  wylt. 

. "  Y  am,"  scheo  seide,^  "  on  of  )k) 

. "  )?at  ys  in  ]K>ught  to  )>6  to  go.  572 

. "  A  day  we  set  to  ]^  to  come, 

. "  flTor  to  stonde  al  at  )?y  dome ; 

."  A  bal,"  scheo  seide,^  "we  schul*  fe  brynge, 

."  &  preie  |?e  vpon  aJlc  pynge  576 

. "  pou  gyue  hit  hnre  }>at  &irest  semes, 

."  ffor  ]?y  dom  vs  alle  quemes. 

, "  &  jif  }h>u  gyue  hit  me,  Parys, 

, "  I  schal  •  fe  gyue  a  loue  of  pHs,  680 

."  pe  fiiirest  lady  Jwt  now  lyues, 

."  ffor  fe  bal,  jif*^  J^ou  hit  me  gyues." 


*  ne  guld, 

^  als  >otf  will  )>an  tciU ./. 

*  to  hir  layd. 


•  com  Venus, 

7  scho  said, 

^  ahcUe  ]>a<  ^Ite, 

^  saft. 

>pj«.     [leaf  4.  back.] 
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Paris  thinki, 

he  cares  not  for 
power 

(being  a  king's 
son), 

nor  wisdom 

(there's  no 
wiser  than  he 
in  Troy); 

lore  is  his  need* 


,  jf  Parys  )H>ughte,  &  stod  J>en  stille; 

.To  ]?at  loue  i/urnd  al  his  wille;  584 

.He  seide,  "luno  hyghte^  me  poer; 

,**  perof,'*  he  seidj  "ys  no  mester; 

."  Kynges*  sone  y  am,  &  lord  schal  be; 

."  Peer  ynow  schal  come  to  me.  588 

. "  &  Pallas  highte  me  gret  wysdam; 

. "  In  Troye  nis  wyser  ]»n  y  am  f 

, "  Of  )?y8e  gyftes  ys  no  ned ; 

. "  To  loue  Jwt  lady  ys  al  my  sped.*'  592 

.  To  yat  gift  his  herte  gaf  al : 

. "  Yenua"  he  saide,  "}h>u  getes  )>e  bal 

. "  ^yf  l^ou  me  hold  "pat  Jwu  hast  het,* 

."  pou  getest*  fe  bal  at  ^oure  day  set."      696 

.pey  graunted  bo}?e  atter®  pay, 

.  &  com  all6  yre  at  per  day, 

.&  bytok^  Parys  J>e  bal; 

.At  his  dom  J?ey  stoden®  al.  600 

.Parys  tok  fe  bal  in  his  hand:^       peaf2.b«;k,coi.2,]^*™d«ci<i«« 

,  '*  So  faire  ladies  ar  none  lyuand ;  ^^ 

. "  Bot  me  Jynkes  ^*  of  jow  yre 

. ''  Dame  Yenua  semes  £urest  to  be.  60l! 

. "  Haue  here  }?e  bal,  dame  Yenus ; 

.'*  ffairest  to  be,  me  yynke^  ryght^*  yus" 

•  pys  lady  Venw*  was  al  glad, 
.  pe  6]^re  ^*  were  for  wrayth  al  mad  ;  008 
.  Venu«  held  ^*  wij?  hym  certeyn, 

•  pe  o]?e>'e  boj^e  were  hym  ageyn ; 
.Poer  &  wysdam  he  forsok; 
.  &  womman  loue,  ]?er-til  he  tok.  612 


So  he  promises 
the  hall  to 
Venns. 


On  the  day 
fixed  the  tiiree 
witches  come. 


that  Venns  is 
the  fiurest,  and 
gives  her  the 
balL 


The  others  are 
mad  with  rage. 


1  helt 

•  wiaere  ofiroie  es  ne  yan  ./.  am, 
^  kalde  \^iK)ukas  heUe, 
^  aetes. 


•a/)»er. 
7  betaght. 


^  pai  stode. 
'  in  hande, 
*°  ere  non  lyiffande, 

"  thynk  reght, 
"  toj>er. 
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VENUS  TELLS  PABIS  HOW  TO  WIN  HELEN. 


Veniis  telU 
Paris  to  proyide 
furs,  jewels, 
purple  and  fine 
linen ; 

to  take  a  ship 


with  a  fine  bed 
in  it  covered 
with  cloths  of 
gold, 


go  to  Greece, 
land  where  the 
queen  is, 


and  she'll  yearn 

to  see  his  wares; 

but  he's  not  to 
show  them  un- 
less she'll  go  on 
board; 


and  that  she'll 
do, 


for  woman 
craves  what 
man  forbids 
her. 


•f 


Dame  Yenus  seide  to^  sir«  Parys, 

pou  schalt  don  at  myn  anys:* 

Puruey  ^"  scheo  seide,  "veir  &  grys, 

flFaire  iueles,  &  pourpre*  &  bys ;  616 

Do  dight  a  schip  wi]^  sail  &  ore 

Ryght  as  )k>u  a  marcbaund  wore; 

Of  alle  queyntise  Jwt  Jwu  may  se, 

Haue*  vn-to  Jy  schip  wyj?  fe;  620 

Do  make  J?mime  a  fol  fair  bed,* 

WiJ?  clones  of  gold  hit  be  al  *  spred ; 

py  schip  wijH)ute  be  fol  fair'  dight, 

Lykynge  to  ]Kii  lauedy®  sight.  624 

perinne®  to  Grece  schalt  ^^  }k)u  wende; 

In  an  hauene  schalt  ^^  )k>u  lende 

per  J?e  kyng6  ys,  &  )>e  Quene; 

&  whan  scheo  haj?  f^  schip  aP^  sene,      628 

Scheo  schal  ^eme^'  on  alle  wyse 

ffor  to  se  \y  marchaondise ; 

Bot  loke  ]wu  schewe  non  of  )k), 

Bot  scheo  wile  in  to  J^y  schip ^  go;        632 

&  whan  scheo  hercs  'pat  tydyng«," 

Scheo  schal  praie  fill  faste"  fe  kynge 

To  gyue  hire  leue  to  se  )?y  ware, 

To  bye  }?erof  Jwt  so  richa  are.  636 

^^Loke  ^u  schewe  noman  nought 

Til  JTdt  sche  first  be  hider  brought,^^ 

flTor  out  of  wyt  wommen^'  temes 

)?at  men  forbedes  hure,  &  wemes.  640 


>  9aid  tiU, 

3  saU  do  at  my  deuys, 

*  purpura 

•  afuUfayrz  bedde, 
^  gold  be  it  aU. 
7/uUfaire, 

^  Ukand  to  )>a<  lady, 
»  MS.  >ertm«. 


*^  scho  has  \>i  schippe, 
"  Scho  saft  yem. 
'3  tn  to  Khippe. 
"  ti)ping, 

^*  Scho  saUpmyfidlfast, 
16-16  /ii^g  ^„  scJiew  ^  man  nought 
of  N? 
hot  he  wiit  in  to  pe  schippe  go, 
*7  witte  loomafi. 
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. '*  &  whan  scbeo  his  brought  vnto^  ^y  schip, 

•  *'  By  J?e  hand  redy  )wu  hure  kyp,^ 

.  **  &  curteysly  )wit  scheo  be  led, 

. "  &  set  hnre  faire  opon  *  )?y  bed ; 

. "  Do  cortine  hit  al  aboute 

. "  pat  scheo  se  nought  wy)?ynne  ne  *  wyjwute, 

.  *'  &  whan  scheo  ys  on  J?y  bed  set, 

. "  Loke  wel  'pat  ^y  schip  be  get; 

. "  Lat  noTi.  come  vnder  yy  telde 

. '*  Mo  )?an  Jwu  to  ay  lightly  welde; 

. "  Loke  }y  schip  be^  vnfest, 

/*  &  jy  folk  be  al  **  prest ; 

.  **  And  what  )?ynge  Jwt  sche  wil  craue, 

. "  Do  hit  hwre  redy  for  to'  haue, 

. "  pat  scheo  tende  to  no  ^ynge  elles 

.  *'  Bot  til  'pat  ware  'pat  ]k)\i  huw  selles. 

. "  Whan  redy  ys  Jyn  apparail, 

. "  Lat  yy  men  haue  vp  |?e  sayl,® 

. "  &  loke*  Jwu  be  to  myle  or  J>re 

. "  Ar  scheo  wite  ^^  wyjynne  'pe  se ; 

. "  &  do  penne  ]>at  lady  to  wyte 

. "  How  yy  iueles  wyl  hure  syte." 

.  Parys  dide  as  Venu«  kende, 

.  &  dighte  ye  schip, — wel  he^*  wende, — 

.  WyJ?  alle  queintyse  Jwt  was^'  gay, 

, &  aryued  vp*  per  ye  kinge  lay. 

.  Menlaus  highte  ye  kynge; 

.He  sente  to  wyte  what  maner  J?ynge 

.  Was  in  ye  schip  for  to  selk 

,  '*  Riche  iueles,"  J^y  gan  him  telle. 


644 


648 


652 


656 


660 


Then  he's  to 
take  her  by  the 
hand, 

Bet  her  on  the 
bed, 

curtain  it  all 
round. 


then  cast  off 
the  ship,— 

let  the  qneen 
have  every- 
thing she  wants, 
that  she  may 
attend  to 
nothing  else, 

hoist  np  the 
sails, — 


rieafS.] 

664 


668 


and  then  let  her 

know  how  his 

jewels  will  suit 

her. 

Paris  does  as 

Venus  tells  him, 

fits  out  his  ship, 

and  lands  where 
Menelaus  is. 

He  asks  what 
Paris  has  to  sell: 

Rich  jewels,  in 
the  ship,  not 


^  bot  when  is  broght  tn  to. 

*  kippe, 
'  oh. 

^  scho  se  no  tiiyny, 

*  it  be. 

7  redy  to. 


8  IfsU  pi  men  ha/  vp  pi  saile. 

9  at. 

*^  Or  scho  (no  trifc). 

"  his  schippe  wde  ,/.     [leaf  6.] 

*2  were. 

13  vp  omitted. 
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PABIS  CARRI£S  OFF  HELEN. 


out  of  it 


Helen 


gets  leave  to  see 
them, 


•  "  Bot  non  ne  mighte  for  gold  ne^  fe 
.  '*  Out  of  J?e  schip  gete  ought  to  se." 
.pat  herde  telle  )>e  queue  Heleyne. 

•  Nyght  &  day  sche  dide*  hire  peyne, 
.  Of  ye  kyrige  to  haue  gmuntyse 

•  To  Ge-yat  ylke  marchaundyse. 
.What  wyj?  wel  oJ?er'  wj^  wo, 

•  Leue  Bcheo  gat*  )?yder  to  go. 


672 


676 


and  goes  on 
board. 

Taris 


shows  her  fiur 
jewels ; 

his  men  hoist 
the  sail, 


and  when  they 
are  two  or  three 
miles  from  land, 

Paris  welcomes 
Helen; 


and  tells  her 
her  beauty  shall 
rejoice  all  Troy. 


jf  Exe  de  Baptu  Helene  B^^  Qrme. 

.  Vnto  ye  schip  was  scheo  brought : 

.  Parys  J?e  [duk]  *  forgat  he  nought  680 

,yat  he  ne  dide  as  Yenu^  bad 

,  ffor  ye  queue  comynge  he  was  fol  glad ; 

.  ffaire  iueles  forth  yey  drowe,^ 

,  &  schewed  ye  ®  lady  right  ynowe  ;  684 

.  &  whyles  yei  richesse  bifore  hure  caste, 

.per  sayl  yej  drow  vp  by  }?e  maste. 

.  pys  lady  Heleyne  gaf  no  tent, 

,  Me  non  of  hures,  how  ye  schip  out  went ;  688 

.  WyJ?ynne  a  J?rowe,  to®  mile  or  J;re 

.Was  ye  schip  wyj;ynne  ye  se. 

.  jf  Whan  yey  weren  fro  ye  lend, 

.Parys  tok  ye  queue  by  ye  hond:  692 

."Welcome,"  he  saide,^®  "art  yon  to  me! 

. "  ffor  ye  cam  y "  to  ]7ys  centre ; 

. "  Now  **  y  haue  ye,  mykel  is  my  ioye, 

."  py  fairehede  schal  mende^'  al  Troye;        696 


J  HO. 

>  scho  did, 

*  weU  or, 

^  achogaie, 
^duke, 

*  pe  quene  com  in  his  hetle  was 
ylad. 


7  pat  droghe, 

8|»af. 

^  tuo, 

><»  Welcom  Htkyne, 

^^ffor, 

13  saU  amend. 
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. "  pan  were  me  gyuen  ;^  J^at  gyfk  y  haue ; 

. "  Al  my  trauaille,  y  vouche  hit  saue." 

.  Y  kan  nought  sey  of  J?at  leuedy 

.WheJ^er  scheo  was  glad  or  sory;*  700 

.  Bot  whan  hur«  lord  J>e  kyng  hit  wist, 

.loye  to  make  him  ne  lyst; 

.After  his  barons  alle  he  sent 

.  Sd  schewede  hem  how  yat '  he  was  schent ;  704 

.  *  pat  a  schip  of  Troye  was  comen, 

.pe  quene  Jwrow  treson  J>ey*  nomen/ 

.Whan  J)ei  alle  wiste  J^ys*  grete  despit, 

.WiJ>  o  wille  ]?ey  seyde  fol  tyt, 

•  pei  8cholde  neuere  reste  ne  lende 

.To  struye*  Troye  wyjjouten  ende. 

.  Here-for6  bigan  J^e  sorewe  and  peyne, 

.  pe  slaughtre  of  Troye,  for  J?ys  Heleyne ; 

.pys^  slaughter  was  yn  bataille  seer, 

.&  lasted^  two  &  twenty  ^er 

.  Bytwyxte  j?e  Troiens  &  )?e  Gregeys, 

.Als  )»  stories  wytnesses  &  seys. 

.  At  a  batalk  'pat  pey  set,* 

.Troye  &  Grece  at  ones  met, 

.At  which ^®  bataille  pe  Troiens  lees, 

.  &  fledde  fro  pat  mykel  prees. 

.pat  mighte  fle,  fledde  ay-whore,^^ 

.&  Troye  destruyed  for  enere  more. 

.Al  pe  werd'*  makes  tyt  menynge 

.  How  Troye  was  struyed  for  pyQ  J^ynge  ; 

.Clerkes  wyse  yn  boke  hit  wrot, 

.  porow  wtdche  wry tynge  wel  all6  hit  wot  ^'  ; 


If  Helen  is  not 
Sony, 

Menelaus  is. 

He  sends  for 
his  barons, 

tells  them  how 
his  queen  hiw 
been  stolen 
£rom  him  ; 


708    and  they  vow 


712 


to  destroy  Troy 
for  ever. 


Deaf3,coL8.] 

716 


The  strife  lasts 

twenty-two 

years. 


The  last  battle 


720 


724 


the  Trojans 

lose, 

and  Troy  is 

destroyed, 

as  wise  clerks 
write. 


*  whedire  wcho 
'  )kim  how, 

»^. 

^  deMtroye. 


wereor  9aiy. 


^  Lastand, 

'  ai  ones  Troief^  Grece  pat  futU. 

^^Jled  aschore, 

»a  world, 

*'  l^ghe  \>er  writyng  we  it  wote. 
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ENEAS  SAILS  FROM  TROY  TO  ITALY. 


Duke  Eneas 
flees. 


with  his  son 
Askaneus, 


leaving  his  wife 
Crensa  behind. 


Eneas  fits  out 
twenty  ships, 


and  lands  in 
Italy 

(where  Rome 
now  stands), 


by  the  water  of 
Tiber. 


.  pey  write  ^  "pe  names  of  J?e  kjmges 

.  &  of  all«  fe  ^  oyer  lordynges,  728 

.  Whilke  were  men  of  most  honur, 

.pat  fledde  fro  fe*  grete  stour. 

A    gret  lord  of  Troye  ]fer  was, 

^^  Men  calde  duk  Eneas;  732 

ffor*  Jwt  grete  slaughter  he  fled, 

Hys  sone  Askaneus  vnp  hym  led ; 

Sone  ne  doughter  had  he  namo 

Whan  he  fledde  ]>e  cite  fro;  736 

In  ye  slaughtre  a-monge  J^e  pres, 

Hys  wyf  Creusa,  he  hure  les.* 
.  )7ys  Eneas  fledde  him  self  to  saue, 
.  Hys  sones  lif  &  his  to  haue ;  *^  740 

WyJ?  mikel  vitaille  &  tresor  good 

He  charged  twenty  schipes  on  flood. 

He  dwelte  longe  in  J?e  se, 

&  many  pmlle^  ascapede  he.  744 

WyJ?  alle  fe  wo  Jwt  he  gan  dreye, 

He  cam  to  Jtc  lond  of  Ytalye. 

('Ttalye  was  kalled  J?enne 

pe  land  J>at  Rome  now  standes  ynne:^         748 

Of  Rome  J?at  ilke  tyme  was  nought, 

Ne  longe  after  was  hit  wrought.) 

Eneas  jnit  had  al  ^at  trauaille, 

What  in  se^  &  in  bataille,  752 

Atte  laste  he  gan  aryue 

In  Ytalye,  a  lond  plentyue. 

^By  ]7e  water  of  Tyber  land  J^ey  nome, 

By  whilk  wate^'  now  standef  Rome.®  756 


*  wrote, 

'  |>af.     [Geofflrey  and  Wace  begin.] 

*  Wace,  p.  5, 1.  85-89. 

*  idthouten     ou\>er      yoman     or 
knaue, 

^  penile  omitted. 


7-7  Ytalie  was  >a»  JJe  name 

\>at  land  \>er  now  men  Rome  ame, 
^  m  pe  se.    [loaf  5,  back.] 
9-5  pe  water  hate  Tiber  per  pai 
londe  nome 
be  ptU  water  standes  Rome. 
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De  Bege  Italye  sine    Latinom;7^. 

ke  kynge  of  ye  land,  Latyn  he^  Wgbt, 
A  riche  man,  &  mykel  of  myght, 

&  hadde*  ynow  his  lond  to  welde, 

Bot  Jwt  he  was  smyten  in-to'  elde.  760 

He  worschiped  muche*  sire  Eneas, 

&  fayn  of  hys  comynge  was, 

Sd  seide,  *  ^yf  he  wolde  leue  stille. 

He  wolde*  gy^^  hyni  land  at  wylle/  764? 

Latynes  )»  kynge,  he*  had  non  eyr 

Bote  a  maide^  swythe  fayr; 

pys  damysele  highte  Lanyne. 

pe  kyng  seyde,  "  Scheo  schal  ®  be  fyne  ;       768 

**  I  wyle  Jwt  [I>ou]*  after  myn  endynge    Df.8,bk.] 
. "  My  doughter  wedde,  &  be  Jh>u  ^^  kynge." 

Bot  fer-til  graunted  nought  ^  quen; 
.Scheo  wold  JTat  an  oper  had[de]"  ben.         772 
.  ffor  he  dide  nought  as  wold^*  his  wyfe, 

perform  ros  a  newe  strife: 

per  biside  a  riche  man, 

Tuums  he  highte,  lord  of  Tuskan ;  776 

pys  Tnmus  hadde  yloued^'  Lauyne, 

&  herde  seye  Jwt  fe  kyng  Latyne 

Had  gyuen  his  doughter  sire  Eneas, 

And  hadde  enuye  ]Kii  hit  so  was,  780 

flTor  Tumtw  had  loued  hure  longe  ar  hee, 

&  hadde  graimtise  ^*  his  wif  to  be ; 


LatiDos  the 
king 


honours  Eneas 


End  offers  him 
land. 


and  his  only 
daughter 
Layinia,  so  that 
after  his  death 
Eneas  may  be 
king. 


But  Tumus, 
lord  of  Tuscany, 

who  has  long 
loved  Layinia, 


» he  omitted. 

^  sho  sait. 

^Bjfehesae. 

•)H)U. 

"in. 

'^pe. 

<  mjfke&. 

"  8cho  ]fAt  anoper  had. 

•intr. 

»*  aU  wold. 

"  Latjfn  pe  kyny. 

'^hadlufed. 

JmadeH. 

"  grwuitue  had. 
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ENEAS  lUBBIES  AND  DIES. 


cballenges 
Eneas  to  fight 
for  her. 

Eneas  kills 
Tamns, 

-weds  Lavinia, 
8  king, 


and  reigns  in 
peace. 

He  builds  a 
castle, 

and  calls  it 
Lavioone. 


Lavinia  con- 
ceives, 

bat  Eneas  dies 
before  the  birth 
of  her  child, 


Silvias  PoUy- 
nins. 

Ascanius 
succeeds  Eneas, 


builds  a  city. 
Alba, 


He  bed  his  body,  his  oner  myght, 

WyJ?  Eneas  alone  to  fyght.  784 

.  Sire  Eneas  was  fer-of  feyn, 

pey  fiiught^  togyder,  Tnrnt/^  was  slayn, 

Eneas  wedded  ]?e*  mayden  ^ynge; 

pen  was  scheo  quen,  &  he'  was  kynge.        788 

panne  fond*  he  non  "pat  hym  noyed, 
» Ne  nought  of  his  lond  destruyed ; 

Sijwn  he  wedded  Lauyne  his  wyfe, 

He  held  fe  lond  wy}x)uten  strife,  792 

In  pes  foure  ^er  he  regned  wel; 

Wy)7ynne  J^e  teres  he  made  a  castel, 

&  gaf  hit  name  Jwrow  euery '  toun 

After  dame  Lauyne,  Lauyoun.  796 

In  ]?e  ferj?e  ^er,  last  of  his  lyf. 

Of  hym  conceiued  Lauyne  his  wyf ; 

&  er  fe  child  fel  to  be  bom, 

Sire  Eneas  was  ded  byfom.®  800 

When  Lauynes'  tyme  was  fulfyld, 

Of  hure  was  bom  (as  grace  hit  wild,) 

A  knaue  child,  men  kald  him  Syluius; 

Hys  to-name  was  Pollynius.®  804 

Askaneu^,  Eneas  o)^r  sone 

pat  com  wyj?  him,  (as  ^e  wel  mone,)* 

After  his  fader  fe  lond  he  tooke, 
.  His  brother  Syluius  he  dide  hit^®  looke,      808 
.  Syluitt«  "  his  half  brother  was, 
,  Gete  of  his  fiader  kynge  Eneas. 

Askaneiis  dide  make  a  citee, 

pe  name  Albe  ysan^^  gaf  hit  he;  812 


«>at 

>  he.    Lamb.  MS.  scheo, 

*  Sipenfand, 

^thorghUka.    [leaf  S,  back,  col.  8.] 

•  ore  was  Eneas  dede  heforne. 
^  Lauine. 


8  Postomius,  Wace,  p.  5,  1.  80 . 
Eniam,  MS.du  Roy,  7515»-'-  Colb., 
ib. 

'  /  gan  yow  wane, 

Wto. 

"  saui, 

IS  \^an  omitted. 
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Askaneus  let  dame  Lauyne  take^ 

[pe  castell  Jwt  Kneas  did  make;] 

&  al  fat  lond  JTat  fel  )ier-til, 

Dame  Lauyne  held  hit  at  hire  wyl.  816 

pe  mawmet  Jwt  Eneas  brought  fro  Troye, 

In  Lauyon  he  sette  hem  *  wy]?  icy ; 

Sythen  com  Askaneus  his  sone, 

Brought  fem  tyl '  Albe  'per  he  gan  wone ;   820 

&  }?er-inne  hadde  fey  neuere  rest, 

ffor  o  ye  mom  ]>e[y]*  were  ageyn  al  prest 

At  fe  castel  of  Lauyon, 

&  wold*  nought  dwelle  in  Albe  toun:^       824 

He  ne  wiste,  ne  was  certeyn,  Deaf«.bik*,coi.s.] 

On^  what  nanere  fey  come  ageyn. 

He  regned  foure  &  frytty  ^er 

In  pes  wyfouten  wo  &  wer.  ,828 

T^han  Askaneus  made^  his  endyng^*, 
Syluy  his  brofer  regned  kyng, 

pat  was  bom  of  dame  Lauyne, 

pe  heritage  he  hadde  in  lyne.  832 

jf  A  sone  fen  had  Askaneus 

His  brother,  highte  Sysillius.* 

pys  ylke  childe  Sysilly 

Loued  Lauynes  nece,  &  lay  hure  by —         836 

&  sche  sone  wax  wif  childe — 
.Als  yonge  men  do  fat  ben  wylde. 
jf  pe  kynge  dide  his  clerke^®  calle, 

&  bad  hem  loke  fer  bokes^^  alle,  840 


and  remoTes 
Eneas's  Trojan 
gods  from 
Lavyon  to 
Alba;  but  they 
won't  atop 
there, 

and  go  back  to 
Laryon  every 
morning. 


AacaniuB 
reigns  thirty- 
four  years, 


and  is  suc- 
ceeded by 
Silvitts. 


Ascanius*s  son, 
Sysillius, 


*  dame   take.    The    next  line  is 
from  P. 
s  9€it  pam. 

^  pe  mam  pai, 

^  Albe  his  taun, 
'In. 


liesbyLavinia's 
niece, 

(as  wfld  yonng 
men  will,) 
and  SUtIus 
asks  what  will 
come  of  the 
child. 


8  did. 

'  hie  name  was  Sieiilius.    [leAf  6.] 
Qui  esiaii  nomie  SUvhu : 
Le  nam  d  eon  onde  porta, 
Mais  poi  vesqui,  et  pot  dttra. 

Wace,p.  6,L  IIS-IU. 

w  clerkes. 

"  had  pom  cast  lotee. 
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BRUTUS  KIU^  HIS  MOTHER  AND  FATHER. 


Hie  natus 
est  Brutus. 


"He'UkillhiB 
fiuher  and 
mother, 
leave  the  land> 

and  come  to 
great  honour." 


His  motlier 
dies  in  child- 
birth, her  boy 
is  named 
Brotos, 

and  when  he  is 
fifteen 


he  accidentally 
shoots  his 
father, 


and  then  for 
fear  runs  away 
to  Greece, 
where  he  finds 
the  folk  of  Troy 
inservage 


*What  schold  of  Jwt  child  byoome/ 
,  Good  or  wykke,*  what  maner  doma' 

Pey  seide,  *)?ey  founde  (als  feym  was  wo,) 

ffader  &  moder  scholde  he'  sloo,  844 

&  out  of  londe  go  for  'pat  chaunce, 

And  8i)?en  come  to  god  cheuysance ; 

Passe  he  scholde  mani^  a  stour, 

&  syj?en  come  to*  gret  honur.'  848 

pey  founde  syjwn,  als  Jjcy  seyde, 

pat  of  his  bur]7e  ^  his  moder  deide ; 

His  moder  deide  al  so  swi]?e; 

pe  child  lyuede;  fey  were  al  bU)?e.  852 

Brutus,  yua  his  name  ^y  teld, 

Whan  he  was  of  fiftene  ^er'  eld, 

His  ffader  &  he  to  wode  J?ey  went, 
.  To  venerye  he  gaf  his  tent ;  856 

An  herde  of  hertes  sone  ]>ej  met, 

At  a  triste®  to  schete,  Bmtus  was  set ; 

He  auysed  hym  opon  an  hert, — 
.  Hys  ffader  passed  bytwixt  ouerthwert, —      860 

&  wyj^  Jwt  schote  his  ffader  he  slow; 

Al  vnwylland  J^at  draught  he  drow.* 
.Whan  Brut!^  sey'®  hys  ffader  ded, 
,  He  nyste  what  was  best  to  red ;  ^^  864 

,  ffor  deol  &  drede  awey  he  nam 

Tyl  Grece  fro  when  his  fader  cam ;  ^^ 

pe  folk  of  Troye  "per  he  fond, 

pat  lyuede  in  seruage  y  J?e  lond.^*  868 

Elenum,  Pryamyes^*  sone, 


*  childe  COM, 

^  mony. 

^  when  he  was  bom, 
7  wasftften  yere. 


8  at  triste, 

^  hot  his  willand  not  it  drouh. 

10  sawe, 

^*  best  rede, 

"  vntift  pe  londe  of  Grece  he  cam, 

>'  in  >a/  hnde, 

"  Priami, 
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.  WyJ?  sext  )>owBaiid  per  gan^  wone, 
&  ^yt  mo  lordynges  ynowe, 
pat  [fe]*  Gregeys  to  seruage  drowe, 

,pat  Pyrrus  held  in  his  truage. 

.  Achilles  sone  was  ^nne  of  age. 

"nruttt«  was  Jw  bot  a  J^rowe, 

^  ]7at  many  his  name  gon  wel '  knowe. 

ffor  his  grete^  hardynesse, 

ffor  curtesye  &  for  largesse, 

Mykel  louede  hym  his  owen  kynde, 

&  oj^er  til  hym  wer6  ful  mynde. 

Grete  gyftes  Jwy  gon  hym*  gyue, 

&  seyde,  "  ^yf  we  myght  frely  lyue, 

**  Guer  vs  idle  we  wolde®  pe  make 

"  Kynge/  ^yf  fou  wost®  vndertake. 

"  Gure  folk  ys  waxen  for  Jto  maystri, 

. "  &  stalworthe  are,  &  right*  hardy: 
'*  ^yf  we  had  on  fat  we  dredde, 
•*  pat  vs  in-til^<>  bataille  ledde, 
''  &  mayntened  vs,  &  lered  al  so 

.  ^*  What  in  batailk  we  scholdeti  do, 
"  Syker  scholde  he  haae^^  al  oure  S6?niage 
"  To  fi^*edom  brynge,^*  or  a-suwage. 
*'  Seuen^'  ]H)tisand  now  we  are 
"  Gf  knyghtes^*  to  bataille  ^are, 
**  Wyjwute  seriaimtz  &  dper  pytaille" 
*'  pat  ar  nought  for  to  sette  in  taille. 
*'  ^yf  Jwi  wilt  vnder-take  }>ys  Jynge, 
*'  We  wyl  J?e  make  our  alder  kyng,^® 


to  the  Greeks 
Qi-g     under  Pymw. 


876 


880 


Bratnssoon 

gains  nmch 
love  from  the 
Trojans, 


who  say  that 
they'll  make 
Cleirf4.]  him  their  king 

884 


888 


892 


896 


if  hem  lead 
them  to  hattle, 


and  win  them 
fi«edom: 
they  are  7000 
strong  in 
knights,  besides 
footmen  not 
worth  count- 
ing. 


^  goH  he, 

'  hi$  name  numyon  gan, 

•  gufte$forto. 
^  aU  wiU. 

7  due,  Wace,  p.  10, 1. 182. 

8  wUd. 


^«  wito. 

"  /  trowe  he  auld. 
^  bringe.    Lamb  MS.  fyng. 
"See"sext,'M.  870,  above.  («ix, 
Wace,  p.  10,  L  177.) 
'^  knyghtes  redy, 
"  Bergecuiiea  jr  o\>erpedale, 
w  due.  Wace,  p.  10, 1. 182. 
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BRUTUS  AND  HIS  TROJANS  REBEL. 


MeaDwhile 

ABsarakusb 

born, 


half  Greek, 
half  Trojan, 


and  a  bastard. 


Hifl&ther 
giyes  him  three 
castles, 

which  his 
brothers  try 
to  take  from 
him. 

But  the  Tro- 
jans help  him, 


choose  Brutus 
king,  who 


victuals  the 
castle,  and 
gathers  all  the 
Trojans  into  it 


. "  &  at  Jy  biddyng^  we  wyl  bo  we : 
"  Doute  J7e  nought,  we  are  ynowe;"  900 

,  A  Is  fey  til  hym  spek  often  ^  yua, 
A  bacheler  men  calde  A&sarakus 

Was  bom  y  fe  lond  of  Grece ; 

Of  Jwt  blod  he  hadde  a  spece,  904 

ffor  his  ffader  was  Gregeys, 

Hys  moder  of  Troye,  J?e  stori  seys ; 
,  Hys  ffader  was  a  lordynge, 
.  pe  most  of  ]>e  lond  saue  'pe  ^nge,  908 

And  gat  hym  opon  bastaxdie 
,  By  on  of  Troye  in  rybaudie ; 
.  &  for  he  gat  hym  on  his  rage, 

He  gaf  hym  in  heritage  912 

pre  casteles  Jwtt  weren  gode, 
.  Tyl  his  cloj^ynge  &  his  fode. 

Hys  brethren  wold  han*  reft  hit  hym, 

Bot  he  bar  hym  so  stout  &  grym ; '  916 

ffor  fe  Trogens  wij^  hym  helde, 

J?e  boldeloker*  bar  vp  his  schelde, 

ffor  he  was  on  "pat  wolde  ]>em  saue, 

&  at  his  castles  recet  to  ^  haue.  020 

WyJ?  his  conseil  &  hys  socour 

Made  ]?ey  Brutit«  J?eyr  gouemott^'.® 

T>ruttfc«  sey'  &  vnderstod 

^^  Hys  folk  was  alle  strong  &  god,  924 

.  And  hym  self  wel  of  myght 
. peym  for  to  fende  &  to®  fight. 

He  dide  enforce^  ]?e  casteles^®  wel; 

Hys  folk  he  warned  ilk  a  del,  928 


*  tiU  tpak  oft, 

«  Am  6reJ>er  wild  haf, 

^hrym,     [leaf  6,  back.] 

^  boldelyer, 

»  cast&U  reacet  ?  retet,  Lamb.  MS. 


« The  Petyt  MS.  adds— 
JT  vA^  his  wiU  jr  his  lokyng 
Was  sir  BrutJU  chMeU  hfng. 

^  sawe» 

^  \>amforto  defende  tn. 

'  did  force. 
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BRUTUS  S  LETTER  TO  KING  PANDRAS, 


33 


&  bad  hem  to  ye  casteles^  drawe, 
.  po  Jwt  were  of  Troyes  lawe, — 

Men  &  wymen  &  children*  ylkone 
.pat  to  hym  hadde  mad  J>er  mone — 

&  ]?ider  scholde  )^r  godes'  lede, 
.  Yntil  )k)  casteles  ^  for  doute  &  drede. 
.Whan  'pey  hadde  ]^r  godes  lad, 
. Byside  'pe  casteles  busked^  &  spred, 
.  Sd  Brutttd  saugh  his  men  wel  dyght 
.All  redy  vnto  fe  fyght, 

Brubus  dide  write  a  bref, 

Vnto  sire  Pandras,  kyng  &  chef; 

J)ys  ys  )»  lettre*  Jwt  he  sent, 

pe  latyn,  y  vnderstonde,^  }nw  ment: 


932 


When  Bnttm 
sees  that  all  it 
right, 
93g  and  his  men 
ready  for 
baUle, 

he  sends  king 
Pandras 
Deaf  4,  ool.  2.]  a  letter,  sajing, 

940 


![  lipistdlA  Brnti  ad  Begem  Greoorom. 

p«or  ye  schame  &  )?e  outrage 
"  yat  ys  don  ye  noble  lynage 
Of  kynge  Dardan,  our  auncessoit?*, 
At  meschef  ys  in  deshonur, 
In  cheytifte  longe  haue®  J?ey  leyn, 
Bot  now  yey  hope  to  come  ageyn; 
Vfiy^  o  wille  alle  haue  fey  spoken, 
In  o  conseil  alle  ar  J?ey  loken — 
^®&  wyj^  yejm  aRe  y  am  leued — 
Me  to  haue  to  yer  heued;^^ 
I  sende  to  ye  yer  alder  sawe, 
pat  to  ye  wode  yey  wil  hem  drawe; 
per  ys  hem  leuere  lyue  yn  wo, 
In  wyldemesse  wyy  bestes  go, 


«  The  outraged 
944  descendants  of 
Dardanos 


have  long 

948  *^®*'*  8l*Te«» 
bat  now  mean 
to  be  free. 

They  have 
chosen  Bmtos 
to  be  their 
952  king, 


and  will  rather 
Ure  free  with 
beasts  in  the 
956  wUdemess, 


'  ca$te9. 
>  ehildere, 

*  )>er  godes  }^idere  suld  pei. 

*  vMto  pe  casteft, 
'  casteU  bussed, 
^bre/e. 


7  k^i  latyn  vndrestode, 
*  cayH/te  long  haf. 

'»-'<»  Me  to  haf  vnto  )>er  hened. 
jr  vnth  pam  aU  I  am  beJeued, 
C 
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84       PANDBAS  TBIES  TO  PUT  DOWN  THE  TROJANS. 


than  in  thral- 
dom have 
plenty  in 
Greece. 

It  is  their 
nature  to  have 
freedom, 
and  they'll 
fight  for  it. 


Henceforward 
then,  Fandrafi, 
set  them  free." 


King  Pandras 
wonders  at  the 
danand. 


summons  his 
lords,  and 


tells  them  that 
the  Trojans 
have  rehelled. 


He  raises  an 
army, 


hut  Brutus  lies 
in  amhush 
with  3,000  men, 


"  ffor  to  haue  yer  wille  fre,^ 

'<  pan  in  )nraldam  haue  plente; 

"  No  maugre  'pon  yejm  cone 

"  paw  J?ey  wolde*  in  fredom  wone ;  960 

"  Hit  ys  }?er  ^nde  fredom  to  haue; 

"  *  ffor  Jwt  whylom  was  •  lord,  now  ys  he  knaue. 

''  Merueille  }?e  nought  ^yf  *  ]7ey  haue  grace, 

"  ffraunchise  &  fredom  to  purchace,  964 

"  ffor  ilk  man  wolde— ^yf  he*  myght — 

"  In  fredom  lyue,  als  hit  ys^  ryght. 

"  perfore  J?ey  pray  ]7e  wij^  gode  wille  — 

"  And  y  comaunde  for  drede  of  ylle —  968 

"  pat  he]^n  forward  Jiou  graunte  hem  fre, 

, "  &  namore^  in  J?y  seruage  be. 

. "  Sire  kyng,  we  aske  ®  ]?e  bot  skyle ; 
"  Graunt  vs  to  go  wher  Jwt®  we  wyle."        972 

Whan  )»  kyng  had  herd^®  )?ys  writ, 
Hym  merueiUede  out  of  wyt 

pat  J^e  Trogens  were  risen  on  heighte, 

pat  }?ey  wolde  ben  fre  oj^er  feyghte.^^  976 

He  dide  swythe  make  somons 

ffor  alle  his  erles  and  barons, 
.  &  ffor  his  brojw  sire  Antygon, 
, Sire  Anacleton,  &  oJ?er  on;  980 

.  He  telde  hem  )?ey  of  Troye  were  rysen, 
.  &  )K)Ughte  to  make  hem  alle  agrisen. 

(f  Whan  Bmtus  wiste  al  J?er  host, 

pat  }7e  kyng  purueyed  an  host,  984 

Byfom  y  J?e  kynges  weye 

Biui/us  did  hym  enbusche"  &  leye 

WiJ?  pre  )K)U8and  armed  &  mo. 


>  ffor  hafwiU  >er^0. 

*  >a<  l>e  wiit. 
'-'  ]ttd  owe  be, 

*  ne  merueU  pe  if, 

*  ilk  wild  be  at  ^er. 

*  to  lifas. 


7  no  more. 

^  Sire  we  ask, 

^  go  where, 

^^  kyng  herde, 

"  jvei  wUd  be  fre  or  pei  wUdfeght, 

**  Imsse, 
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BRUTUS  AND  HIS  TROJANS  BEAT  THB  GREEEa       35 


per^  tjmg  Pandras  wende  sanely  go.  988 

Bot  Biutua  ros  of  his  enbuschOTient,* 

&  slow  al  }^t  he  myghte  hent ; 

pe  Gregeys  schadden'  sone  asonder; 

pey  were  vnarmed,  hit  was  no  wonder;         992 

Intil  a  water  highte^  Akalon, 

pyder  in  flowe*  many  on, 

And  drenkled^  ]7ere  a  wel  gret  frape ;   [leafiiMokO 

pe  opere  he  closed,  [t]hey^  myghte  nought  skape  ; 

Many  were  drenkled,*  and  mo  were  slayn,     997  slayg  more,  and 

pe  kynge  ]fer  fledde  wi)?®  gret  payn. 


attacks 
FandraSy 


driyesmany 
Greeks  into  the 
-water  Akalon, 


Fandras  dees. 


Do  bello  int^  Bnita^  ft  Begem  Qnoorum* 


ue  kynges  hrdper  Antygonua, 

He  sey  'pe  chaunce  fel  on  pem  pus; 
His  folk  he  relyed*  hym  to, 
.  ffor  to  assay  eft  what  J?ey  might  do  ;^® 
. "  Schamely,"  he  sais,  "  ar  we  desconfit ! 
.  **  Lat  hem  nought  passe  fro  vs  so  quit." 
Whan  }^y  were  to-gyder  y-comen, 
Ageyn  pe  Trogens  boldely  pey  nomen;^^ 
pan^ne  bigan  a  scharp  bataille; 
Egrely  pe  parties  go^ne  aasaille 
WiJ>  bowe'  &  spere,  &  ^*  swerdes  dynt ; 
Bot  atte  pe  laste^'  pe  Gregeys  tynt. 


His  brother 

collects  his 
men,  and 


1004 


attacks  the 
Trojans, 


1008 


At  J?at  metyng  (among  ylkon)      •                         who  take  many 

Taken  was 

sire 

Antygon,                                        1012  prfBoners. 

'pe. 

^hfng  fled  with  fun.     Deaf  7.] 

^bussemenU 

'  reiied  ^vl 

^schad. 

1"  jr  9eid  fraiat  yitt  whoJt  w€  may 

*hate. 

do. 

*peijled. 

"  MS.  wmmu 

^dnmkend. 

1^  vi/h  lance  vAth. 

7^«•. 

*3  9o  acharpe  ^'  com» 

C   2 
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PANBJIAS  BESIEQIIS  BRUTUS'S  CASTLR 


Pandns 


gets  more  help, 
and  comes 
again  to  the 
ambush, 

bat  Brntns  is 
safe  in  his 
castle, 


where  Pandras 
hastes  to 
besiege  him. 


and  assanlt  him 
with  man- 
gonels. 
Bratns's  men 
shoot  with 
arbalists, 
cast  trees, 


.  &  an  q^r,^  sire  Anacletoun. 

&  best  of  hem  •  were  bom  doun : 

pyse  two  pWsons,'  Bruttt^  )?em  led; 
.Of  feym  of  Grece,  fewe*  ]^r  fledde.  1016 

pajidras  'pe  kyng  had  sorw  in  sight* 

^   pat  he  was  so  al  desconfit, 

&  'pat  his  brother  taken  was; 

He  com  ageyn  into  pat  pas,  1020 

&  wende  haue  founde  Bruttts  Jww, — 

Help  he  hadde,  &  picrueyed  more, — 

Bot  Brutus  was  til  his  castles®  gon^ 

WiJ?  Antygo  &  Anacleton ; »  1024 

He  wamysched  hem  wi]?  men  of  armes, 

.  ffor  he  dredde  deseite  &  harmes. 

.  Whon  pe  kyng  fond  hym  per  nought, 
To  bisege  pe  caatel  he  Jwught;  1028 

.Vnto  pe  sege  he  hym  haatede 

.His  pumeaunce  he  wold  were  wastede; 
Berfireys  dide  make  to  gyue  assaut 

.pat  Brubus  mought  toXLe  j  pe^  faut;  1032 

To  mangeneles^^  he  dide  make  stones, 
Wi]?  per  assant  to  casten  alle  at  ones, 
pey  wyjTynne  stode  in  karneles, 
Wy]?  arblastes^^  schotten  ageyn  qiiarels,        1036 
&"  grete  tres  ful  vnryde 


^f^  a  lord. 

^(fpe  moat  o/*>am. 

*pe  to  preaon,  Wace  has  Cols 
(ceux)  cmmena  Brutus  a  aoi,  p.  l6, 
Ld05. 

^  to  his  casteit, 

7   ^t  mist  U  sikge  d,  Parantin, 
Ce  qmda  que  Brutus  ifuat 
Et  ses  prisons  mis  i  ^st ; 
Mais  Ufu  el  boscage  entrfs 


Et  ses  prisons  i  a  menses, 

Wace,  p.  16,1310-15. 
For  Parantin  the  MS.  de  Ste-Genev. 
reads  Paladin,  which  may  be  "  Pa- 
**  lantenus,  a  little  town  of  which 
'*  Pansanias  and  Xenophon  haye 
"  spoken."    Le  Roux  de  Lincj,  ib, 

^  Anacletun  ff  Antigone, 

^unth. 

^^  magnets, 

**  albiastes. 
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PANDRAS  DIGS  A  DITCH  ROUND  BRUTUS'S  CASTLE.  37 


pey  caste  agein  on  ylk  a  side; 

Enginours  fey  hadde  wy}?ynne^  ynowe, 

*At  }?eym  wyjwuten  ageyn  to  Jirowe,* 

pat  non  dyrste  comen*  )?e  wal  ney, 
.Bot  for  drede  hel[d]  J?eym  a  drey*; 

pey  caaten^  wyldfyr  wij?*  engynes. 

Brent  fer  bretaxkes,  ropes,  &  lynes, 

Cables,  cordes,  tymber  'per  was.* 
.Who  was  pen  wo  bot'  kyng  Pandras? 

Bot  he  ®  saw  hit  myghte  nought  vaille, 

peyr  assaut  ne  feyr  trauaylk; 

He  drow  hym  fefen,  &  gaf  hym  •  plaoe,Cif.4,bk. 

&  bygan  &ste  to  manace; 

He  dyde  make  for  fens  a  dyk 

Aboute  J?e  castel  a  gret  stryk, 

&  closed  yn  al  Brutes  host, 
.  pat  non  myght  skape  by  no^®  cost. 

pe  kyng  dide  ^yt  pale  hit"  eflc; 

Bot  pre  entres,  non^*  was  left. 

pe  kyng  dide  so  wel  loke  po, 
.  pat  non  of  hem  myghte  passe  hem  ^  fro 
.To  do  Bruttw  no  suwaute,^* 
.So  wel  was  loked  ylkan^  entre. 


1040 


and  bum  their 
1044  befflcgera' 

eDgines  with 
wildfire, 


till  Pandras'B 

1048**^» 
r^olsed. 

ooL&l 


Pandras  then 
10^9  dig*  *  ditch 
^"^^  aU  round 

Bmtua'f  host, 

so  that  no  one 
can  get  out 

1056 


1060 


f  De  obsidione  Bruti  p^  Eegem  Grecor^w*. 
ke  sege  was  hard  to  feym  wy]?ynne, 

Sd  fey  wyjK)ute  myghte  nought  wynne, 
Ne  nought  ne  schold,  of  fill  fer'«  longe, 


Bratus's  men 
are  hard 
pressed, 


offayn    pam 


}  had  PH  uAih  ^am, 
«-*W  N«  uAihoui 
ihrowe.     Deaf  7,ool.8.3 
3  MS.  corneal. 
^kast. 
*?MS.  iwy. 
•  Tot  font  mis    em   poldre  et  en 

cendre.    Wace,  p.  17, 1.  335. 
7  w<u  wo  bot  pe. 


8  The  kyng. 

•  J^*>»  jr  gaf  pam. 

^^  ascape  at. 

**  dUd  it  palace  yUt. 

^^nouht. 

"  hfm. 

"  suate. 

^^  ilk, 

"  of/uU. 
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BBUTUS'S  PLAN  TO  RAISE  THE  SIEQE. 


having  little 
corn,  and  ask 
him  what  they 
shall  do. 


He  thinks  of  a 
plan. 


and  tells  his 
prisoner 
Anacletos 
that  he  may 
saye  his  own 
life  and  the 
king's  hrother*s, 


if  he'll  go  to 
the  Grecian 
sentinels. 


^yf  hit  ne  were  for  honger  strongs ;  1064 

pe  faute  fey  dredde  comyng6  byfom,* 

pe  host  was  mykel^  &  lite '  had  corn ; 

pey  asked  Brutes  of  conseiU^ 

What  J?ey  schold  do  for  more  vitail :  1068 

. "  Conseile  vs  er  hit  be  goon, 
."  Hit  ys  to*  late  whan  we  haue  non, 

"  Whan  we  haue  nough[t]*  vs  to  fede, 

"  pe  castel  most  we  ^elde*'  nede."  1072 

.  pu8  )?ey  seide,  }?e  men  were  wyse, 

&}  BmUia  by}K)ughte  hym  of  queintise : 

Queyntise  bihouede^  hym  nedly  'pevke, 

pat  his  enemy  schold  waite  ^  a  blenk  ;  1076 

&  mykel  peril  byhoues  hym  haue^ 

pat  auntres  hym  his  frend  to  saue. 

Brutt^  had  yn  his  prison 

Antygon  &  Anadeton;  1080 

Brutes  tok  hym  by  )?e  top, 

&  seide,  "Hedles  schal  'poxx  hop®! 
.  **  Bot  fou  do  als  y  )»  seye, 

"  Of  myn  hand[e]  schalt  )k>u  deye,*  1084 

**  Bofe  ]?e  kynges  broJ?er  and  fou ; 

"  &  bo]^  myght  fou  saue  now."'® 

"Sire,"  he  seide,  "do  pur  wille! 

"  How"  niygh[t]  y  vs  saue  fro  ylle,  1088 

"  Sey  me,  sire,  on  what  manere; 

"  &  ^yf  y  may,  y  wol  pw  here." 

Brutue  seyde,  "fou  schalt^  go^ 

"  Alone  to  nyght,  wyjK)uten  mo,^  1092 


1  Defaut  M'  dred  ccmand  afom» 
« litdt, 

*  haf  non. 

*  V8  yelde, 

*  behouea, 

7  saU  wate.    The  next  two  lines 
are  omitted  in  P. 
^  hedeki  iaU  >ok  happe. 


'  Afal  cuiveiiffait  U,jd  morras. 
Waoe,  p.  19,  L  375. 

»<>  may  )>Ofc  »aue  yow.  Deaf  7,  back.] 

"  In  the  Lambeth  MS.  Bot  yuf  9 
are  dotted  under  for  omission,  and 
how  is  written  over. 

«  salt. 

i>  To-nyghi  at   bedtyme  unihout 
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ANACLETUS  AGap»  TO  BGTEAT  PAKDBAa 


89 


"  To  yejm  Jwt  loke  fat  on^  entre^ 

"  &  sey  til  hem  als  y  sey  J?e: 

"  Sey  fou  hast  stolen  ]?e  kynges  brother 

"  Out  of  prison,  &  non  o]?er ; 

"  In  to  fe  wode  fou  hast*  hym  led, 

"  Botferrer  may*  Jtou  nought,  for  dred, 

"  ffor  Jk)  men  fat  fe  wode  loke, 

'*  pat  hym  ne  J>e  fey  ouertoke ; 

*'  Bot  ilkon,  bid  hem  come  wif  fe, 

. "  pat  noman  byhinde  be ; 
*'  &  we  schul  be  busched*  "per  biside, 
"  &  ^yf  y  may,  fey  schol  *  abyde 
"  pat  fey  ne  go  nought  vs  to  wrye, 
"  Ne  [nought]  desturble  me  my  weye." 
Anacletus  graunted  wel, 

.  ^yf  Brui/ua  wold  be  tryst  ®  as  stel 
pat  his  lyf  he  wolde^  hym  saue. 
Bruti68  dide  hym  sykemesse  haue. 

.Anadettw,  forf  he  went, 

.&  dide  als  Brutttd  had  hym  sent 

it  bed-tyme,  when  men  were  in®  rest, 
^  Brutu«  wif  his  fdk  was*  prest, 
&  wel  armed  wente  fer  weye 
per  he  knew  by  o  valeye.*^ 
In  fe  wode  bisides  fat  entre 
He  busched  hem  in  parties  fre. 
When  al  were  busched,  man  &  stede, 
Anacletttd  bygan^'  hym  spede, 
&  com  to  fem  fat  kepte  fe  pas, 
.&  seide,  fro  Bmtvs  stolen  he  was. 


1096 


tell  tli€m  he  has 
rescued  the 
king's  brother, 


1100 

and  ask  them 
to  fetch  him 
from  the  wood, 
(while  Bmtus 

1 1 A  J.  ^^^^  ^°  ambush 
11v4j  gnd  seizes 


Anacletus 
■t-i-tc-  agrees  to  this. 


1112 

Brutus  puts 
his  men 


1116 

in  ambush 
in  a  valley 
In  three 
divisions, 

11 20  and  Anacletus 
goes  to  the 
Grecians  who 
keep  the  pass, 


^has. 

'  (ffarpere  myghU 

*  aaU  be  bussed* 
^saU. 

•  were  treste. 


'  wUd, 

^^  l>cr  he  had  poTueied  in  a  valeie. 
>*  he  gan. 
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40  BBUTUS'S  AlCBUSH  KILLS  ALL  PANDBAS'S  DIVISION. 


tells  tbem  he 
has  hidden 
Antigonns  in 
the  woody 


and  they  most 
come  there  and 
fetch  him. 

The  Grecians 
believe  this,  and 
rash  off  to  the 
wood, 

past  Bnitas*6 
ambash. 


Bmtns  snr- 
ronnds  them, 
and  kills  every 


Alle  ]?ey  kende^  hym  Jwt  yerwere, 

&  asked  hym  how  he  com  )^re ; 

Sire  Antigon,  'pe  kynges  bro]?er, 

pey  aakede  ^if  *  he  lyuede  aJs  o]?er. 

He  seide,  **^  kynges  brother  &  y 

"  At  skaped  out  fol  queyntely ; 

"  In  ]>e  wode  y  haue  hym  hid 
.  **  ffor  sight  of  men,  ^yf  so  bityd, 
.  **  p'f  ony  had  perseyued  vs 
. "  &  lad  vs'  a-geyn  til  BvntiLs; 

**  Bot  alone  dar  he  nought  go, 

'*  pcrfore  come  y  after  mo; 

**  pe  gyues  aboute  his  fet  J>ey  rynge, 

"  &  alone  dar  y*  hym  nought  brynge ; 

"  Comes  wy}?  me,  y  schal  ^ow  lede 

"  per  he  ys,  &  has  gret  drede." 

pey  trowed  hym,  ]?at  he  so}?  seyde, 

&  schet  forthc  al  in  a  breyd,* 

In  to  ]»  wode  alle  on  a  route, 

pey  ]K)ughte  *  of  no  treson  ne  doute. 

Anadetud  for]?  )?em  led 

Tyl  Bniti6«  folk,  ]>er  ]>ey  wer  spred; 

&  Brutus  pe?i5eyued  al  J>er  pryde,' 

&  by  lapped  hem  on  ylk  a®  side 

So  ]>at  non  ne  myghte  skape^ 

Bot  al  wor  flayd^  at  o  frape; 

Com  neuere  non  of  ]k)  a-geyn 

pat  myghte  ]7em  wame,  knyght  ne  swayn. 


1124 


1128 


1132 


1136 


lUO 


1144 


1148 


^  knew* 
^  where.     • 

*  jf  /  o/ofi  cUtr. 

*  aUa  braid. 


«  ^  thouth, 

7  tide. 

^  vmbilapped  pam  on  ilk. 


•  were  stone. 
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De  capcicme  Begis  Qrecorum  per  Anacletu//^ 


f^en  parted  Brutus  his  host  in  ^e, 

&  sette  J?em  alle  in  ccrteynte, 
How  p7*iuely  ]?ey  8chold[e]^  go 
Wy]K)ute  noise,  wyjK)ute  wo, 
Neyfer  byhynde  ne  byforn, 
"  Ne  smite  nought  noman^  born, 
"  Tyl  y  come  )?6r  J^e  kyng  lys, 
"  &  men  wyj?  me  of  god  auys. 
"  &  whan  y  am  at  his  pauyloun, 
"  pen  schal  y  blowe  •  a  gret  soun, 
"  Myn  horn  Jwt  ^e  wel  knowe, 
"  A  blast  to  ^ow  y  schal  blowe. 
'*  *^n  spares  non,  bot  sles  on  fast 
"  (When  yat  y  haue  blowe  Jwt  blaste,)* 
"  Slepyng,  wakyng,*  }>at  je  may  fynde, 
"  pat  ys  of  ]>e  Gregeys  kynde." 
When  'pat  Brutus  his  horn  blew, 
Hys  men  hit  herde  ]?at  hit  wel*  knew; 
pen  spared  J)ey  non,  bot  slow  al  doun; 
On  &  o)>er,  erl  &  baroun, 
pey  slowe  ]>em  alle  right  at  ]>er  wille, 
On  slope  )?ey  founden  hem  fol  stillc; 
Hadde  )>ey^  no  grace  ne  pouste 
To  annen  'pern,  ney}?er®  to  fle. 
Byhinde,  bifore,  on  }?eym  pQi  cam, 
Vne]>es  any  a-wey  per  nam ; 
^yf  ani  a-scaped  porow  a  *  chaunce, 
^it  bifel  pern  as  fonle  a  chaunce  ;^^ 


1152 


1166 


He  then  divides 
his  hotft  into 
three, 

and  orders  all 
to  go  quietly 
through  the 
enemy's  camp 

till  he  reaches 
the  king's 


[leaf 5^0012.]  pavilion; 

1160 


1164 


then  he, 
Brutus,  will 
blow  a  blast  on 
his  horn, 

and  his  men 
are  to  kill 
every  one  of 
Greekish  kind 
they  can  find. 


1 1 68  This  is  done ; 


1172 


1176 


all  the  Greeks 
are  slain, 


^  guide. 

^  MS.  namam, 

'  /  ta&  blawe. 

*~*  &  wAaji  /  hqfbhweh  a  blcute. 

Spares  non  bot  slo  aUfasle, 
*  Slqf<ind  wakand. 


•  ff  wde  it 

7  had     [leaf  8.] 

•  ihorgh, 

^®  UfeUftam  a/oule  vengeance. 
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42  PANDRAS  IS  TAKEN.-ABB  THE  TBOJANS  TO  STAY  OR  GO  ? 


or  fall  from 
rocks, 

or  are 
drowned ; 


king  Pandras 
is  taken 
prisoner, 


and  pat  in 
hold, 

and  his  treasure 
is  distributed 
by  Brutus. 


Next  day 
Brutus  asks 
his  commons 

whether 
Pandras  is  to 
be  killed  or 
set  free. 


Some  advise 


that  they  shall 
settle  in 
Pandras's  land; 


Of  ^  grete  roches  |?ey  fiille  al  doun, 
.&  al  fur  *-frusched  bak  &  crouu, 

Oj>cr  |?ey  were  drowned'  in  watres  depe, 
.  Ynepea  myghte  ony  ]>em  *  kepe. 

Ignites  tok  }?e  kyng  Pandras 
.      &  al  yai  in  his  pauylon  was. 
Wy}H)ute  ani  kynes  jUe 
Vnto  ]7e  mom  he  held  hem  stills. 
At  mom  y*  ]>e  sonne  rysynge, 
Bruti^  led  Pandras  ]>e  kynge 
Vntil  his^  castel,  his  owen  hold, 
&  dide  hym  kepe  wip  knyghtes  bold, 
SyJ>en  tok  Bruiiw  al  fe  tresour 
pat  he  had  wonnen'  yn  fat  stour, 
&  gaf  his  knyghte  largely, 
.  &  als  til  oj^r  fol  corteysly.® 

uat  oj^er®  day,  conseil  he  tok 

Amanges^®  )>e  commune,  &  bad  hem  lok 
What  were  to  done  of  kyng  Pandras, 
pat  in  his  prison  holden  was, 
Wheper  )>ey  redden  hym  for  to  slo,'^ 
Ofer  quytly  let  hym  go : 
**  Conseilles  wel  now  alle  of  fys, 
"  pat  non  ne  seye  J^at  y  do  mys." 
Many  on  seyde  J>eir  auys, 
Of  on  &  oyer  J?at  weren  wys : 
pys  conseyl  was  ofte  an  honde,'^ 
To  take  partie  of  ]?e  londe,^' 
&  eu^re  haue  hit  in  hmtage 
ffrely  wyj^outen  seruage, 


1180 


1184 


1188 


1192 


1197 


1200 


1204 


1208 


'  Or  were  drcnkend, 
<  covih  any  Jwm. 
*  /n  |Vc  momynge  at 
0  Vntope. 
7  toon. 


^  jf  o\>et  yerofhad  curtasy, 

9J>«to|>er. 

w  ilwrgh. 

»  MS.  flo.    P.  has  red  hym  forlo 


slo. 


*2  oh  lutnd, 

*3  a  paxtte  ofpe  kuuL 
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1212 

Deaf  6,  back.] 

1216 


&  to  haue  acquitaunce 
Of  ]>6  barons  for  B31e  chaunce. 
0|?er  seye,*  ^t  J?er  ware, 
'*  pern  were  bettere  eUe*  whare; 
'^  Aske  we  leue  at  ^  kynge, 
"  &  go  we  seke  vs  o]?er  wonynge 
"  Wyf  oure  children  •  &  oure  wyues ; 
.  *'  ffor  ]k)*  jwt  hates,  alday  stWues." 
pyse  to  skyles  forf  ]>ey  kest,* 
Whylk  to  take  were  ^  best. 
jf  A  knyght  vp  styrte  als  ]?ey  spek  )?us — 
His  name  was  sire  Membricius — 
*'  Alle  ]w  reson  ^  ^e  haue  for]?  brought, 
''  ^  beste  of  alle  ne  se  ^e  ^  nought ; 
'*  Sertes,  }?ys  were  our  most  profit: 
"  Wip  loue  &  leue  he  quej>e®  vs  quyt, 
"  &  gyue  vs  shipes  in  to  wende, 
"  &  of  his  \ritaille,*  als  he  ys  hende, 
"  &  o)>er  )?yng  Jwt  we  haue  nede, 
"  To  chargen  hem  wi}?  vs  to  lede, 
"  &  til  oure  lord  Brutt(«,  our  kynge, 
'*  Ignogyn  his  doughter  ^ynge. 
"  Lete  vs  J?enne  go  do^®  our  beste, 
"  &  seke  vs  land  opon  '^  to  rest ; 
"  ffor  ^if  we  dweUe  on  feym  ^'  here, 
**  We  be  ]>eym  neuere  lef  **  ne  dere ; 
"  What  we  dide  ones,  J?ey  schold  wel^*  )>enk, 
**  &  wait^  vs  wy|>  a  wykked  blenk;  1236 

"  Schal  we  neuere  rightly  haue  pees, 


others  that 
they  Bhall  go 
elsewhere. 


1220 


1224 


Membricius 
counsels  them 


to  go  away, 
getting  ships 
and  food  from 
Pandras, 


1228 


1232 


and  his 
daughter 
Ignogyn  for 
Bmtns, 


as  the  Greeks 
will  nerer  like 
them, 
remembering 


^eOeM.    Deaf  8,  001.8.] 
^oatekUdere, 

*  hi«  (MO  $kiUe$  forth  pet  cast 

^resoHs, 

7  o/Ze  aeie  ye, 

^quede. 


^  (f  o/vitaUe, 

^^hmdoH, 

"  with  pam. 

^^leue. 

^*  pat  we  did  now  pan  eaft  peL 

*'  wate. 
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MEMBBiaUS  ADVISES  THE  TBOJANS  TO  GO. 


the  woe  the 
Trojans  have 
wrought  them, 
and  tiie  men 
they  have  slain: 

"  Be  sure  the 
Greeks  will 
revenge  this : 


from  old  Rores 
come  grievous 
wounds. 


They  must 
increase, 
we  decrease ; 
and  if  they  get 
a  chance, 
they'll  kill 
every  Trojan." 


All  agree  to 
follow  Mem- 
bricius's  advice. 


They  fetch 
Pandras, 


"  Bot  wait*  V8  wy'p  som  wykked  res. 

"  Gret  ferly  ne  were  hit  nought, 

"  Sot  mykel  wo  we  haue  J?em  wrought,       1240 

"  flfor  we  han  slayn  of  J?er  kynde 

"  yat  we  myghte  eyj^er  take*  or  fynde; 

*•'  jTerfore  syker  mot  je  be, 

"  Whan  Jwy  se  tyme,  or  haue  pouste,  1244 

"  )7ys  bale  wil  ]?ey  eft  vs  brewe, 

"  Oure  olde  skaj^es*  J)ey  wille  make  newe; 

'*  &  j/us  men  seys,  &  ofte  ys  founde, 

"  Of  old  sor  come]?  greuous  wounde.  1248 

*'  Non  of  vs  alle — wel  y  wene — 

"  ]?at  we  naue  don  hem  treye  &  tene ; 

"  yer  frendes  ]K)row  vs  han  }?ey  lorn, 

"  Or  y&r  godes  a-wey  han  born,  1252 

"  &  )?o  }>at  lyuen,*  pat  now  ar  left, 

"  Vengaunce  on  vs  }?ey  wyl  soke  eft ; 

"  ffor  )>ey  wil  *  waxe  &  we  schal  *  wanye ; 

"  When  we  ben  fewe,*  J?ey  schol  *  be  manye ; 

"  ^yf  we  ought  falle,  &  ]>ey  ought  ryse,       1257 

**  yej  schul*  til  vs  do^  swylk  iustise 

"  J?at  alle  our  Troiens  ilkon  schold*  deye. 

"  yerfore  y  rede  ^ow,  chese  }?e  w[e]ye,®        1260 

"  ^yf  ]?at  oure  kyng  yerio  wyl  rede ; 

. "  &  elles  gos  our  kynde  ®  to  dede." 
yen  cried  yey  alle,  &  speke  at  ones, 
"*^Sire  Membryce  says  wel  ffor  ye  nones!    1264 

.  **  At  J>ys  conseill  consente  we  alle ; 

. "  **No  bettere  for  ne  mai  byfisille.^®" 

ue  kyng  yey  broughte  for)?  anon,     Deaf  5,  back,  coL  2.] 
And  his  hroyer  sire  Antygon,  1268 


^  viyght  ouertake. 
3  mysdedis, 

^sait,     [leafs,  back.] 


7  be, 

8  ye  chese  ^  wde. 

'  L.  has  kyng ;  P.  kynde. 
10-10  Sign  dity  Hen  dU,ce  dient  tuit. 
Wace,  p.  28, 1.  660. 
"  Non  beUerfor  vs  may  fait. 
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&  askede  hym  leue  fo[r]  to  go 
Wi]K)uten  any  more  wo; 
J?ey  aaked  hym  what  J?ey  wold  haue, 
&  lif  he  vouched  on  ]?em  sane, 
&  his  doughter  to  be  yer  quen, 
Als  hit*  was  ordeyned  hem  bytwen, 
pen  sey  J?e  kyng*  ]>er  myght  was  more 
]m.n  his  was;  J^at  dred  he  sore. 
He  graunted  hem  ylk  a  del 
To  gon  at  '^r  wjlle  wel:  ' 
**  At  ^oure  wille  ^e  me*  haue, 
"  &  my  doughter  ^e  me*  craue; 
"  Y  se  y  may  non  o]w*  do, 
"  Myn  enemy  most  y  gyue  hure  ®  to ; 
"  'My  moste  fo  &  my  feloun 
**  Schal  haue  my  doughter  to  warisoun. 
*'  Bot  of  o  J^g  ys  my  ioye,' 
**  He  ys  l?e  doughtiest  man  of  Troye, 
"  &  comen  of  ye  nobleste  blod : 
. "  pat  now  glade}?  most  my  mod.® 
"  I  graunte  ^ow  schipes  ^our  folk  to  lede, 
"  &  vitailles  Jwt  ^e  haue  nede, 
"  Wel  more  ]»n  ys  Joure  deuise, 
"  jyf  Jwt  J>ys  ®  lond  may  hit  suffise." 
jT  pen  sente  ye  kyug  *^  his  messegers 
Vntil  ye  hauenes  &  costes  sers,^^ 
pat  alle  ye  schipes  on  water  myght  saille 
Schuld  ben  brought  tyl  o  ryuaille, 
pere  fey  schold  chese  ye  beste, 
pat  weren  most  oyer  strengeste.^ 


and  ask  him 


1272 


for  all  they 
want, 

and  for  his 
dangfater. 

Fandras  sees  he 


1276 


most  give  way: 


1280 


1284 


he  promises 
his  daughter, 


1288 


1292 


ships,  and  food. 

Fandras  sends 
for  ships 


1296 


for  the  Trojans 
to  choose  from, 


>>a/. 

'  >e  kyng  $awe. 

'  pare  awen  wille, 

*may, 

•  no  Roller. 

•  bos  me  gjif  hir. 


7-7  Omitted  in  P. 

*  >af  me  gladdeM  most  tn  mode. 

•  if  at  pe, 

^^  The  kyng  sent. 

"  in  costestes  teres, 

*^  or  stnngest,   [leaf  6,  back,  col.  2.] 
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THE  TROJANS  SAIL,  AND  BEACH  LEOQISE. 


and  they  soon 
provision  tbem. 


Pandras  gives 
his  daughter 
in  marriage  to 
Biutos, 


and  presents 
gifts  to  the 
knights. 


When  J>ey  Lad  chosen  at  J^er  pay, 
pey  charged  J^y[m]  fro  day  to^  day, 
&  of  J>e  beste  in  ylk  a*  contre 
pey  ledde  to  schip[pe]'  gret  plente. 

j>e  kyng  dide  his  doughter  brynge, 
&  gaf  hare  Bruttc8  in  weddynge, 
And  dide  hym  bettcre  in*  aMe  wyse 
pan  Brubus  asked,  or  any  of  hyse; 
ffor  alle  J?at  ^r  were,^  baroun  &  knyght^ 
pey  geuen  hym  after  'per  myght.*  1308 


1300 


1304 


The  Trojans 


Bet  sail 

in  304  ships, 


and  after  two 
days 


arriye  at 
Iieogi8<^ 
a  waste  island^ 


JT  KeceBsoB  Troianorf^m  de  terra  Ofrwornm. 

When  }?e  Troianes  were  al  dight 

WyJ?  seyl  vpon  ]»  mast  vpright,' 
•  WiJ?  anker  &  ore,  &  oj^er  ware, 
.  &  were  al  redy  for  to  fare,  1312 

.When  J?e  wynd  was  wel  fern  lent, 
.pey  toke  per  leue,  &  forf  pey  went. 
.  When  pey  were  redy  to  sailk ; 

pre  hundred  schipes  per  was  in  taille,^  1316 

&  foure  mo,  fe  story  seys, 

When  )?ey  departed  fro  pe  Gregeys. 

Two  dayes  }?ey  sailled,  &  two  nyght^ 

pat  lond  ne  hauene  reche  J^ey  ne  myght;*  1320 

pe  Jnydde  day  in  pe  euen  tyde,  [leaf  6.] 

In  Leogise  )?ey  gon  to^^  ride. 

Leogyse,  J?at  ys^^  an  ilde; 

pat  tyme  was  hit  wast  &  wylde ;  1324 


*  charged  ]Hxm.  day  be, 

^  led  to  achippe, 

^ForUkan. 

^  had  guft  of  hym  after  his  ryglU. 


f  vp  en  mast  en  hfghi, 
^  )»et  were  be  tale, 
•  Pei  myght, 
^^gan. 
"  jVan  es. 
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Man  ne  woman,  non  J^ey  fond, 

ffor  outlandes  hadden^  wasted  }>at  lond, 

&  'pe  godes  a-wey  had  bom. 

Bot  bukke^  &  do,  &  hert  wy}?  horn, 

In  ]?at  ilde  }?ey  founde  ynowe 

jwt  J?ey  slowe,  &  to  }?e  schip'  drowe, 

&  stored  J^em  wel  of  venyson 

J'at  lasted  hem  a  long  seson. 

Als  jTey  wente  Jwrough  )wit  contre, 

pey  come  vntil*  a  wast  cite, 

&  founde  per-innQ  a  temple  stande, 
.]7at  whilom  'pe  folk  mys-lynande 
.  Worschiped  fcr-inne  Maumetry, — 

Dyane  in  lyknesse  of  o  lefdy ;  * — 

Wyp  man*  lyknesse  pe  fend  dide  take, 

In  ]Kit  liknesse  pe  folk  dide  make 
.An  ymage,  &  worschiped  pat  same. 

Dyane  was  }?e'  ffendes  name, 

In  J?ys  temple  stod  yn  a  gage  * 

Swich  an  Erlyk  man®  ymage; 

ye  folk  ]>at  hadde  per  recet,*® 

Leued  on  pat  ylke^*  Maumet; 

pai,  fend  telde  pern  mykel  J^yng^ 

To  holden  hem  yn  mys-leuyng6. 

On  fele  maners  scho  scheweid  hem  syngne, 

pcrfore  whilom  J^ey  held  hure  dygne. 
.To  Brutiw  penne'^  was  hit  told, 
.How  yn  a  temple  pat  was  old 
•  ffond  pej  an  ymage 
.pat  whilom  hadde  gret  seruage 


nninliabited 


1 328  except  by  deer, 

of  wliicli  the 
Trojans  kill 
great  store. 

1332 

Then  they 
come 

on  a  temple 
1  QQ/»  where  the  mis- 
^^^^  beUeying  folk 
once  wor- 
shipped 
Diana  in  the 
likeness  of  a 


1340 


and  made  an 
image  of  her 


1344 


which  foretold 

^«'*®  the  people  in 
nnbelief. 


1352 


This  is  told  to 
Brutns, 


^had. 

'  to  achippe, 

*  pd  vnto, 
^  ahuUe. 

•  tToman.  I  keep  Wy^  man  in 
the  text  on  account  of  ^e  earthly 
"maa'Mnl.  1344. 


7>a<.    Deaf  9.] 

^  atode  acage, 

'  suUk  a  maner  like  an, 

w  MS.  reteL  (Fr.  recet.) 

"on)>a/. 
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BRUTUS  CONSULTS  DIANA  AS  TO  HIS  HOME. 


and  he  takes 
12  of  his  petri 

and  a  priest, 
Sir  Gerion, 

goes  in  to  the 
image 


with  a  cup  of 
hind*s  milk, 
and  wine, 
and  asks  Diana 


what  good  hind 
he  and  his  may 
live  in  in  peace. 


.  Of  ]?e  folk  Jwt  Jjer  was  wone, 
&  Ipe  tokene  ^it  wil  we  mone. 

Ignites  tok  twelue  of  his  peres, 

^  Eldest,  and  of  faire  manures, 

&  a  pr^st  of  }?er  lawe, 

Sire  Gerion,  aJs  sei}?  }?e  sawe. 

Brutes  aJone  to  \fe  ymage  gan*  loute, 

&  all6  ]w  6]^re  lefben  *  wy]K)ute ; 

In  his  right  hand,  whan  he  com  yn, 

He  broughte  a  coppe  wyj>^  milk  &  wyn 

Jwt  milked  was  of  a  whit  hynde ; 

Bysoughto  Diane  wyj>  hertly*  mynde 

Scheo  wolde  hym  schewe  som  certein  fynge 

In  word,  oper  elles  oper^  toknynge,  1368 

What  good  land  he  myghte  wone  ynne, 

In  pes,  he,  &  al  his  kynne : 
•  Ouyde  witnessej?*  hit,  &  seys 
,  pat  hit  is  non  oj^er  weys:  1372 


1356 


1360 


1364 


jf  Diua  potens  nemon/m^  terror  siluestnbf^  apWs, 
(Jul  licet  [?y 


He  prays  nine 
times, 

kneels  nine 
times, 

circles  the  altar 
and  kisses  it 
nine  times, 
throws  the 
milk  in  the 
fire, 


Nyne  tymes  he  made  hys*  preyere 
Wy}?  softe  wordes  &®  symple  chere, 
•  WiJ?  nyne  knelynges  byfore  ]»  auter, 
.  Als  scheo  was  a  god  ^®  of  power ; 
Nyne  syj?e  "  he  ^ede  aboute, 
&  kiste  pe  auter,  &  gan  hit  loute. 
J?e  milk  pat  he  abouten  bar. 
In  a  fyr  he  caste  hit  )?ar ; 


[leaf  6,  col.  2.] 

1376 


1380 


1  BrutvM  gan  pe  ymage, 
'  he  alone  pei  Itft. 

^  He  aouht  Diane  with  herte-fuff. 

*  worde  or  oper, 

•  witnes. 


7  ]icet  [?]  amfracttM. 
8)>i«. 

•  soft  wordes  in. 

1°  wtu  godes.    P.  transposes  this 
line  and  the  line  above  it. 
*^  sipes. 
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BRTJTUa'S  VISION  THAT  HE  IS  TO  GO  TO  ALBION.     49 


Afterward, — pus  we  fynde, — 
He  tok  }?e  skyn  of  )wt '  hynde, 
&  spredde  hit  per  on  J?e  grounde, 
&  slepte  yeron  a  wel  god  stounda 


spreads  ibe 
hind*i  skin  on 
Uie  floor, 

1384«]«ep6onit, 


f  De  Visione  Bnity. 

Bruinia  hym  Jwnghte,*  when  he  was  leyd, 

Diane  com  to  hym  &  seyd: 

"  Oner  ffrance,  toward  ^  west, 

"  Is  an  Ilde,  on  of  ^  heat ; 

•*  ffbl  lykynge*  ys  ^  wonyng, 
.  "  &  plentiuons  of  ylka  J?yng ; 

*'  ffiroit  to  ber^,  god  ys  Jwit*  lond ; 

''  pe  Qeanntz  haue  hit  now  in  hond; 

"  Albion  ys  now  pe  name^ 
.  "  jK)row  pe  schal  hit  haue  oper  fitme, 

«  J>er  schal  povL  gynne  a  newe  Troye, 

"  Til  al  Jy  kynde*  newe  ioye, 

"  &  J?e  kynde  jwt  comes  of  pe, 

"  J^oroifr  al  pe  world  worschipd  schul  be ; 
. «  &  >at  Ilde  l^ou  hast  of «  herd, 
.  **  Wi}?  so  on  idle  halae  ys  sperd." ' 

.  "n  rutw«  ros,  &  vp  hym  set, 
■■^  He  )K)ughte  on  hys  drem  pat  he  met, 
&  J^anked  Dyane  hurc  gode  wille; 

And  jyf  scheo  myghte  his  drem  fu[l]full6,®  1404  yows  to  build 
pat  he  myghte  pat  Ilde  take,  in  the  Isle 

In  hm'e  name  he  scholde  do  make 

A  temple  god,  an  ®  ymage  hende,  a  temple  and 

&  worschipe  hit^^^  til  his  lyues  ende.  1408^°^**^^^*- 


and  dreams 
that  Diana 
tells  hnn  to  go 
beyond  France 

1388S*P^«^ 


1392  then  in  the 
giants' hands, 
even  Albion, 


and  there  make 
1396  a  new  Troy, 


and  beget  a 
renowned  race. 


1400 


Bmtns 


'Nr. 

7  MS.  spred;  P.  has  an  ilk  half 

^ Brutas  thouht.    Cleaf9,coL2.j 

Uaperde, 

*  wele  likand. 

^fulfilk. 

<MS.>er. 

•«-. 

•toaffHAyne. 

w  hir. 

^Minmhoi, 

J) 
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60       BBTTTUS  AND  HIS  MEN  LAND  IN  MAURITANU. 


He  tens  his 
fUendBhifl 
dream. 
They  take  to 
their  ships, 

saUofl^ 


and  are  driven 


into  the  sea  of 
Africa. 

They  pass  the 
.akeof 
Salynes, 

and  Bnsticia- 
dan; 

andhetween 
the  hills  of 
Daiaranare 
attacked  by 
robbers,  bat 
fight  their  way 
through  them. 


The  Trojans 
land  at  Maori- 
tania, 


He  telde '  his  drem  sire  Oerion, 

&  til  Jrise*  o)w  twelue  ylkon. 

So  glad  J>ey  were,  forth  J>ey  tode 

Til  J^er  schipes  ]7at  were  on  node;  1412 

]?eir  seilles  drowe  ]>ey  right  on  hey,' 

Byfore  J>e  wynd  faste  J>ey  fley;* 
.Vmwhile  west,  vmwhile  est^*^ 

^^  schipes  driuen  in  many  tempest ;  1416 

.  What  wjp  wele,  what  y^  wo, 

]?e  l^ittyjHB  day,^  lesse  ne  mo, 

In-to  ]7e  se  of  Au&yke 

]>ey  comen,^  &  passed  a  gret  stryke,  1420 

A  low*  water  of  Salynes, 

&  oJ?er  Loughes  of  Phylestynes,^® 

"pe  grete  Lough  of  Bnsticiadan,^^ 

Bitwyxte  J>e  hilles  of  Dazaran,^  1424 

pey  mette  robbours  of  outlandes ; 

J?orow  )>em^  }?ey  passed  wyj?  dint  of  handes, 

ffor  }>ey  gon  hem  faste  for  to^^  assaille; 

}?e  Trogens  passede  al  J?eir  bataille,  1428 

And  tok^  ^  vitaille  ylk  a  del  peare^back.] 

]>at  }?ey  were  stored  of  ^*  so  wel. 

pey  passede  )?e  water  of  Maluan,^' 

&  aryuede  y  ]fe  lond  of  Maurytan,  14S2 

per  )?ey  come  vnto  J>e  lond, 

&  tok  J>e  vitaille  |wt  |?ey  fond.^® 


«tojte. 

*  reght  Me, 

*  vfiih  pe  wynd  gan  pdjiie, 
'  ett  vmwhUe  wesL 

•ere. 

7  In  ihritty  daies,  en  troisjors,  MS. 
daBoi,No.27;  en  trentejor8,MS,  dn 
Roi,7515«^'  Colb.,Wace,  p.34,note  b. 

^  com, 

^  Akmghqf. 

^^Et  let  Auteus  as  PkiUsHns, 
Waoe.  C*e8t  un  port  d'Afrique,  ap- 
pe\6Autels  de$  PMlhie8(PhUenonm 


Ara).  De  lincy  from  Michand, 
p.  35. 

^^  Riudodany^aae,  JRusicada  est 
nne  andenne  yille  d'AfHqne,  sito^e 
en  Nmnidie,  prte  da  fleave  Thapsa. 
De  Linpy,  p.  35. 

"  montaignes  tTAzari,  Wace. 
Monies  AzaruB :  De  Lincy,  p.  85, 

"  ^caoifast, 

>«  of  stored. 

^"^  Now  Mvluyai  De  Lincy,  p.  36. 

^^londe  .  .fonde. 
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THB  TBOJANS  SET  SAIL,  AND  SEE  THE  SIBENS.      51 


firo  ]wt  o  se  vniil  J^at  o]7er 
^y  robbede  alle  on  &  oj^er ; 
J'ey  charget  al  'pa/b  ^j  myght  lede. 
Set  vp  J?er  sayl,  &  for)?  y&y  ^ede. 


1436  plunder, 


and  sail 


JT  Transfretaneni^t  verwus  Hjrspaimiam  ft  iln  inuen- 
ern^t  Coryii0cuii« 


WyJ>  aJle  ]>er  schipes  &  al  )?er  pres 
pey  comen  to  )?e  Merkes  ^  of  Erkules ; 

•  Ercules  was  so  doughti*  maD, 

•  Out  of  Troye  ]?ider  he  cam 

•  By  se:  als  he  wan  by  londe, 
A  piler  of  bras  "per  J?ey  fonde, 
pat  he  dide  sette  for  honour, 
pat  he  was  Jider  conquerrour. 

per  fond  J?ey  Nykeres*  Jwt  myry  song, 
Oat  of  J>e  weye  to  tiwrne  hem*  wrong, 

.Or  to*  forgete  )?er  schip  to  stere, 
porow  )w  song  Jwt  J?ey  schold  here.* 
So  ar  ^  Nykeres  feste^  aboute 
To  brynge  schipmen  ^r  hit  ys®  donte, 

.  To  som  swelw*  to  ttmie  or  steke, 
0)w  a-geyn  roches  to  broke ; 
J>erfore  hit  ys  a  gret  peril, 
Schipmen  for  to  liste^^  )?er  tyL 


]  440  ^  ^®  bounds 
of  Hercules, 


1 444  where  he  had 
set  np  a  pillar 
of  biaMuhiB 
own  honour. 

Here  they  find 

1448  8^°«>''''*o 
sing  to  torn 
them  wrong, 


and  who  try 

1 452  ^  ^^^  8hh>men 
to  some  whirl- 
po(d 

or  rock. 


1456 


^  MS.  oomem.   com  to  markw, 
^wasdouhfy  a, 

Serames  «m<  numstre  <&  mer, 
Des  cUa  poaUfemea  sawMer ; 
PoUmm  sunt  del  wfmhril  aval, 

Wace,  p.  87,  L  786. 
P.  inserts  after  tong, — 

>a<  dtecched  pamferfy  kmg» 
In  |)e  weH  see  m  >er  wonpnge ; 


As  women  mery  ^  synge 
jT  ^  )>a<  Ueten  to  )>er  eongl 

^  >er  iffei^pei  tome, 

•Nrf. 

^J6r  ]>er  songe  >a<  )>«t  here, 

7  nykeresfcut, 

«  it  ee, 

'  eu^ku  (swallow). 

^^  to  Uitene, 

D  2 
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52     BRUTUS  IS  JOINED  BT  CORINEUS  AND  HIS  MEN. 


But  the  Trojans 
do  not  listen 
to  tbem, 


and  sail  on 

to  Spain, 

where  they 
find  folk  of 
Trojan  race, 


whose  leader  is 
Corinens, 


who  otter  to  go 
with  them, 
and  do  sail  in 
their  company 


pe  Trogens  knewe^  J?er  song  wd, 

pey  lystned  to  ^m  nevx&re  a  del; 

pey  had  herd  tellen  yer  byforen* 

How  schipes  had  ben  wy^  hem  forloren.'    1460 

WyJ?  peyne  pey  passede  at  )wt  tyde,* 

Vpon  Spayne  "per  fflete  gan  ryde, 

per*^  J>ey  fond  at  o  ryuage 

Gret  folk  of  J?e  Troiens*  lynage,  1464 

)>at  on  of  yer  auncessour^ 

flSed  fro  Troye  out  of  ]>e  stonr, 

Als  pej  dide  ilk  a  man 

Whan  jTey  of  Qrece  to  Troye  cam.*  1468 

poryneu8  highte  )>eir  ledere, 
^  &  meintened  hym*  in  pes  &  were. 
He  was  a  man  als  a  Oeaunt, 
.  Tyl  hym  J?ey  drowe  alle^^  to  waraunt.  1472 

pjrs  Coryneus,  he  hadde  gret  ioye 
When  )^y^*  wyste  )>ey  were  of  Troye; 
To  Brutes  men  )?ey  were"  ftil  meke, 
&  asked  ^yf  ]>ey  ^ede  lond  to  seke,  1476 

Jwt  }?ey  myghte  fynde  til  J^eir ''  prow ; 
'pey  seyde,  "We  wole  wenden"  wi}?  tow.'' 
So  Coryneit«  &  his  partie 

Wente  forth  in  Brutes  compaignie.f'^  1480 

f  Whan  J?eyr  flSote  wyj?  al  per  wayne  [if.«.bk^coLi] 
Tumede  fro  pe  lond  of  Spaigne> 


^  pe  TrotenB  knew, 

^teUb^am. 

'  scippea  were  for  pom  lorn, 

<1.  756-64   of  Wace   are  not 
translated. 

•M8.Ka<.    >er,P. 

•©/■frote. 

7  Que  Anthinor,  im  dee  barons, 
Wace,  L  776,  p.  38. 

*  troie  wan. 


*  he  Muintend  pom, 

11  Ae.    (L.  A«  altered  to  hy.) 

^  he  was. 

^  mot  fynd  vnto  pet :  and  puts 
this  line  after  the  next 

**  wift  wend, 

"P.  adds— 
^m^iis  luffed  wek  Corinem 
afrende  ofkymfor  sir  IfrutUB, 
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THE  TKOJANS  LAND  IN  POITOU. 


53 


On  J>eyr  right  hand  toward  Peyto, 

pe  wynd  to  Jwt  half  bar  hem  to*;  1484 

pore  "pe  se  receiues  Leyre, 

AHe  |>e  flSote  com  wy^  gret  eyre. — 
.  Leyre  rennes  jK)row  many  contre, 
.And  euere*  he  metes  wi)>  }>e  ae. —  1488* 

. Bo)?e  per  fflute  gon  'per  dwells* 
.  Seuen  daye,  fully  ke*  to  telle. 

Out  of  pe  schipes  J>ey  wente  grete  route, 

&  spredde  pe  contre  alle  aboute.  1492 

Gk)ffar  was  kyng  of  Pey ters  ;• 

He  sente  knyghtes  &  squiers 

To  waite'  who  made  on  hym  pros, 

&  wheper  J>ey  soughte  werre  oper^  pees:      1496 

Numbert  he  highte,  pat  bar  message, 

fTor  he  knew  diuerse  langage. 

porinew«  was  go  for*  to  chace, 
.  ^  Venison  to  take  of  grace ; 

Wy|)  hym  were  two  hundred  *^  men 

To  serche  aboute  in  feld  &  fen. 

WyJ?  Numbert  mette  Coryneus, 

&  Numbert  spak  til  hym  right  pus: 

"  By  whas^*  leue  &  whas^^  warant 

**  Are  ye  here  alle  chasand?" 
. "  &  by  whas  conseil  are  ^e^  here 
. "  ffor  to  destroy e  pe  kynges  dere?  1508 

"  He[re]  ne  scholde  le  make  '*  chace 

**  Bot  J?orow  me  or  pe  kyinges  grace; 

**  &  pe  kyng  forbed  ilkon 

^  ]7at  noman  scholde  take  her  non.  ,    1512 


towards  F<ntoiL 


All  reach  the 
moatb  of  the 
Loife. 


AAer  feven 
days  tbej  land, 


andGoffiir, 

kingofPoiton, 

sends 


Numbert  to  ask 
who  they  are. 


Nnmbert  finds 

1500  F*'^"®^ 
hunting, 


and  asks  him  by 
1  KAA  ^hose  leare 
^^"*  he  kills  the 


kmg's  deer, 


against  the 
king's  express 
command. 


^  perto, 

*  barepam  3o. 
»l>er. 

*  ^perflates  hope  per  gan  duelie, 
»  days  fully. 

*  perters. 
7  wia. 


*  was  gtme, 

'0  trois  cens.    Wace,  I.  812. 

"ipAm.     Deaf  10.] 

*'  chasant, 

"  jr  ^e  who8  rede  ere, 

**  suld  ye  mak  no. 
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54    KING  GOFFAB  VOWS  WAB  AGADfST  THE  TROJANS. 


Oorineiifl  says 
he  cares 
nothing  for 
Goflhr 

or  his  mes* 
senger. 

Numbert 
shoots  at 
Corinens,  who 
dodges, 


and  kills  Nmn- 
bert. 


"  How  dar  ye  do  sylk^  a  }?yng 
'*  WyjK)uten  leue  of  J?e  kyng?" 
jf  Goimeus  spak  al  so  hym^  )>oiight: 
"  Of  ^our  kyng  ne  wite  we  nought; 
"  Sot  hym  ne  wol*  we  leue  to  do, 
"  Ne  for  his  bode  come  hym  to ; 
.  *'  We  knowe  J>e  for  no  messeger,* 
."  Ne  hym  self,  }?ey'  he  were  her." 
Numberte  sone  his  bowe  bent, 
&  schet*;  bot  Corineiw  bleynt.' 
Corinetw  was  wroJ>,  y  trowe; 
He  sesede  Numbertes  bowe, 
&  brak  his  bowe  on  his  heued:^ 
His  felawes  fledde,  &  lefte  hym  ded,^ 
And  wenten  to  telle  ^®  kyng  Goffar 
How  men  a-wey  his  venison  bar; 
&  ilkaday  J>ey  telde^^  hym  how 
]>at  Coryneus  Numbert  slow. 


1516 


1520 


1524 


1528 


Goffar  swears 
▼engeanoe. 


Bmtus  orders 


his  non-fighten 
onboard, 


JT  Bellum  int^  OofBur  ft  Troiano^. 

poffar  swor  he  schold^*  hym  venge: 

^  Of  mikel  folk  he  made  a  renge  1532 

ffor  to  falle  ^'  on  Brutes  ost ; 

&  Bmi/U8  aspied  on"  what  cost, 

&  sente  vntil  his  fflute  on  flod, 

yai  raskayl**  to  J?e  schip  al  ^od,  1536 


^messengere. 

^  schotte. 

s  Parmi  U  chief  tout  Pembati 
Que  la  cervelie  en  espandi, 

Waoe,  1.  833-4. 


*fled  ff  dede  Aym  leued, 
^•^yedeff  ialde. 

11  Jlka  deU  pei  tolde, 
1'  suore  he  ndd. 

12  com, 

1^  spied  be. 

^  ]fait  pare   retcaUk,    (ringaiUe, 
Wace,  I.  846.) 
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CORINEUS  AND  BRUTUS  FIGHT  THE  POITEVINS.      65 


And  ]^r  vitailk  wyj^  hem  lede  Eioaf?.] 

Tyl  )?ey  wyste  how  )>ey  schold^  spede: 

"  Ne  comes  nought*  out,  y  jow  forbede,    . 

"  Tyl  j?at  y  come,  for  doute  &  drede."        1640 

Hys  men  of  armes  Jiat  wij?  hym  wax,* 

pey  went  a-geyn  J?e*  kyng  Goffar. 

per  hostea  sone  to-gydere  mette, 

WyJ?  spew  &  swerd*  to-gedere  sette;  1544 

pe  Peyteujmes  wel  on  )?eym  sought, 

pe  Trogens  stode,  )^y^  failled  nought, 

pey  stoden  wel  a  gret  party, 

Non  wyste  ho  schold  haue  'pe''  maystri. 

r\0Tyneu8  for  tene  wax  al  wod® 
^  Jwt  pe  Peyteujms  so  wel  stod. 
Out  of  pe  renge  he  jede  biside, 
&  ches  him  folk  pat  dirste  abyde,® 
b  trauersed  pe  Peyteuynes  bataille. 
penne  bygan  )>ey  mykeP*^  to  faille; 
porow  J?e"  host  he  made  hem  weye. 
On  ilk  a  side  he  dide  pern.  deye. 
Corinetw  per  his  swerd  he  lees  ;^* 
An  ax  he  wan  sone  yn  ^'  pat  pres, 
(As  auenture  fel,  hit  cam  tiP*  hande,) 
Agaynes  Jwt  mought  J?er"  noma^i  stande,    1560 
.NeyJ)er**  byhynde  ne  byfom; 
pat  he  ouer-rought,"  pe  Uf  was  lorn. 
pe  Peyteuines  stode  &  byhelde 
How  Coryneus  faught  in  pe  felde;  1564 


and  with  his 
men  of  amui 
attacks  Goffur. 


Victory  is 
^g^3  doubtful, 

till  Corineus 


1552  ^*''*®™® 
staying  men 

traverses  the 
enemy's  line, 

and  they  give 
1656 ''^- 

Corineus  loses 
his  sword,  but 
seizes  an  axe, 


and  kills  eyery 
one  he  hits. 


*  ageyn  to.    Deaf  10,  coL  2.] 

*  with  difnt  oflaimce. 

7  who  stdd  haf. 

*W€X 

'  dur$i  wde  bide. 


'""for. 

"  ^^argh  J)er. 
*2  suerde  les, 
1'  wan  in  aft, 
1*  was  it  com  to. 
1*  ageyn  \>sd  mot, 
^'  natl>er. 
*7  ouerto^. 
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56 


COBINEUS  PUTS  THE  POITEVINS  TO  FLIGHT. 


All  fleebefbre 
him. 


He  taunts 
them; 

**Falfe  folk, 
flee  ye  for 

me  alone  ? 

Tura  again  and 
fight! 


I  am  alone.** 
Swerdand 


200kni^ta 
torn  on  Coii- 
nens. 


who  Bplits 

Swerd  in  two 
with  hia  axe. 


•  )^7  saye^  his  grete  hardinesse, 

&  his  strokes  )wt  were  ay  fresche ;  * 
.Byfore  hym,  euerylkon  )>ey  fleyghe,' 

•  ffor  drede  of  his  hand  to  deye.^  1468 

•  Whan  he  sey  |?at  j?ey  turned*^  bak, 
He  folewed  fast/  &  to  ]>em  spak: 

"^  ffalse  folk !  why  fle  ^e  ? 

«  flBe  je  alk  for  drede  of^  me?  1572 

''  I  am  al  one,  Coryneus, 

"  &  for  me  one  je  fle  ®  J^us ! 

*'  Turn  a-geyn!  what  haue  ye  }H>ught?* 

"  ffende  jour  lond,  &  fles^®  nought  1  1576 

•  "  Turn  a-gayn,  &  comes  blyue, 

"  By  two,  by  fre,  by  foure  or  fyue, 
.  **  &  fend  jour  land  as  men  hardy ; 
.  **  l^r  folewes  non  bot  onelyk  y ! "  "  1580 

JT  Swerd,"  a  knyght  of  J?e  kynges  host, 

Herde  his  pride  &  his  bost ; 

WiJ?  two  hundred  knyghtes  &  swayn 

On  Corynetw"  turned  ageyn;  1584 

On  alle  halue  abouten^*  hym  J?ey  jede, 
.  Bot  he  ne  fled  hem  ^^  for  no  drede ; 

WyJ?  Jwt  ax  he  hym  bywent. 

Sire  Swerd**  a  strok  he  lent,  1588 

WiJ?  Jwt  strok  his  body  clef, 

•  In-to  ^  erthe  his  az  dref. 

pQ  dper  alle  had  no  foysoun'^ 

pan  had"  )>e  lomb  ageyn  )>e  lyoun.  1592 


3  stroke*  were  euetfresse. 

*  ageyn  hym  nouht  non  ne  deih. 
'  sawe  ]>ai  pei  gaf. 

"^  aft  only  for. 
®  on  ye  fle  aft, 
^  aouht 


^^  fle;  and  omits  the  next  two  lines. 

"  yowfolowee  non  boi  only  I. 

"  Suard, 

^'  Corrine. 

»<  half  about. 

u  he  fled  Ikim  noukt.      Qf.  10,  bk.] 

"  sir  Suhard. 

^^  fo9on.  (desfension,Wnceif  1913.) 

^^pan. 
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penne  cam  Brates  y^  pat  stounde,        [101^7,001.2.1 

Many  on  he  slow  &  leide*  to  gronnde; 
•  Wi}>  j?e  Trogens  was  no  feyntise^ 

Bot  Swerd*  was  slayn,  &  alle  hyse;  1696 

.  Ynej^es  ascaped  ^  1q^  wi]?^  chaunce, 

He  ^ed  to  seke'  hym  help  in  ffraunce; — 
.Hit  highte  nought  Fraunoe,  pe  name  was  Galle, 
.  Galle  hit  was  cald  pat  tyme  of  alia ;  ^ —       1 600 

pe  twelue  dosze-peres  of  pris 

departed  pe  lond  in  twelf  partys ; 

Ilkon  of  J^es,  Qoffaw  j?ey  hight^ 

^'  Wy}i  j>e  Troiens  for  hym  to  fight,  1604 

&  do  pern  B31e  to  fLe  pe  lond. 

Or  do,  J?em  deye  wi}>  dint  of  hond.*  ^ 

Qoffar  Ranked  J'em  sUe  twelue, 

&  ilkon  gadered  an  ost^  hym  selue.  1608 

nruiu^  &  hys  men  of  Troye, 

^  Sot  pejT  wynnynge  J^ey  mad  ^  grct  ioye, 

&  desconfyted^*  )^yr  enemys; 

A  castel  |>ey  dide  make^^  of  pris  1612 

In  pe  contre  als  )>ey  nam ; 

On  a  fair  hil  J?ey  rested  pom,^ 

A  castel  )?ey  maden  to  haue  resect," 

Byfor  hand  was  per  non  set,^*  1616 

Toun  ne  castel  Jwt  non  may  wyten ; " 

Bot  als  yn  olde  story  ys  wryten, 

porow  pat  makyng  f^at  pej  dide  same, 

Tours  hadde  J?ey  gyuen  hit  pe^^  name;       1620 


Bratus  kills 
man/, 


and  all  the 
Poiteriniare 


Ooffaraeekt 
help  in  France. 


TlieDoaie- 
pain 

promise  to 
fight  fbr  him, 


and  each 
coUects  his 
host 

Bintos  and  his 
TrojanB 

hnild  a  castle 
on  a  hill. 


and  call  it 
Tomrs. 


>  jBnttoB  com  tn. 

^Suhard. 

*  scaped  pe  kynge  o. 
'  yede  jr  souhL 

*  W€U  it  aMed  )>at  tyme  aU, 

7  A  vengier  de  see  anemie,  Wace, 
1.  928. 

^yedredoete, 

*  fn^nt^fng  made. 


^^  diecc^/Ue  had. 
^^didmak. 

"  mad  to  kafreecetie,  (Fr.  recei, 
lien  de  defense  et  de  retraite.  Lat 
receptus.) 

1^  ore  woe  )>er  non  eelte. 

^  no  man  witten. 

»•  had  gynnyng  )>«rof  J*. 
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58    GOFFAB  AND  THE  BOUZE-PAIBS  BESIEGE  BBUTUS. 


Two  days  after 
it  is  pro- 
yisioned, 

Goffiir  comes 
to  assault  it 


and  appeals  to 
his  men 


and  lords 

to  attack  it  at 
once. 


They  form  in 
twelve  bat- 
talions. 

TheTrqjans 
sally  from  the 
castle, 


Tours  was  cald/  Jwt  wyde  ys  kyd, 

porow  a  knyght  a  ded*  by^d. 

When  ^  castel  was  mad  &  seV 

&  yer  godes  ^^erbo  yfet/  1624 

Bot  two  dayes^  sithen^  hit  was  dight, 

Com  Goffar  wij^  alle  his  myght^^ 

On  \^  Troiens  to  gyue  bataille, 
.  &  )?er  castel  }^y  gonne^  assaill^,  1628 

Bot  whan  )>e  kyng  saw  Jwt  hil,  ■ 

Tjl^  his  men  he  seide  his  skyl: 

**  Lo !  J?ey  haue  y-mad  •  a  Tour 

**  ffor  to  abesen  our^^  honoi^r.  1632 

*'  Sorewe  in  herte  wil  me  slo 

"  Bot  y  be  venget  or  )>ey  go! 

**  pgrfore,  lordes,  y  preye"  ^ow  alle, 
. "  Helpes  now  Jwt  hit  may  M\e.  1 636 

"  Arme  vs  swy)?e  al  redy, 

"  Assailk  we  )?em  doughtyly ! " 

pey  armed  )?eym  alle,  baron  &  knyght,'^ 

In  twelue*'  batailles  redy  to  fyght;  1640 

To  gyue  assaut,  al  wer  ^y  bone." 

pey  of  )>e  castel  com  on  fill  **^  sone, 

&  smyten^*  to-gyder  al  so  smert 

WyJ?  fill  egre  wyl  of  hert.  1644 

pat  bataille  was  nought  a  lyte/^ 

So  felonly  J?ey  gon^®  to  smyte; 

At  J?assemble,  in  *•  }e  fi[r]ste  tyde 

pe  Troiens  had  pe  bettere  side;  1648 


^  Taures  caUed, 

^Ixtidede. 

'  made  jf  tette, 

*fetU. 

»  Douse  jors,   Wace,  1.  947. 

"^  gan, 

8  To.     Do*f  10,  back,  ooL  2.] 

^hqfmad, 

w  abate  myn. 

^^  lordes  pnjf. 


*3  P.  transposes  this  line  and  the 
next 

»  deus,  MS.  da  Boi,  27;  douse,UB. 
du  Boi,  7515»»,  Colb.  Wace,  p. 47. 

*^  pei  were  aUe  botme. 

**  com  out 

"  pei  smyte, 

^7  \)et  was  bataUe  of  no  lite, 

'8  )kii  gan, 

*'  In  >«r  strokes  at. 
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ffor  vnto  twey^  )K>iisand  or  mo 
pe  Troiiens  slowen'  sone  of  ]h>. 
.po  twelue  batailles  J^e  TroieDS  brak, 
&  dido  ]>e  firensche  arere  hem'  bak. 
pe  firankysch  |>e7ine  cast*  a  ay,  Deaf 7. 

perfore  men  drowe  to  )?eym  ney,^ 
&  stode  ageyn,  &  amy  ten*  sore, 
&  ^vt  folk  "waz^  ay  more^ 
J>ey  come  ay  tresdie,  &  stoden  wel, 
ft  drof  ®  fe  Troiens  to  }fer  castel. 
pen  had  )>e  ffrankyscbe*  )>e  Mrer  ende, 
pat  ded  hem  wy}>  force  a-geyn'^  to  wende 
Allg  a^  day  )7ey  held  hem  fight 
Tyl  hem  failled  dayes  "  lyght ; 
.pey  wyjMirowen,  to'*  logges  J?ey  ^ede, 
.pe  nyght  was  come,  }>ey  moste^*  nede. 
pe  Troiens  )?at  had  ben  yn  turpel/® 
At  midnight  tok  }>ey"  conseil, 
pat  Coiyneiw  out  scholde^*  go 
Wif  his  owen  oet,  ft  no"  mo, 
ft  buschg  hym  in**  a  wode  byside: 
'*  pe  frankisch  oat  ^e  schnl*^  here  bide, 
"  &  whan  Jw  ost  ys  al**  comen, 
."  &  ^e  haue**  a-geyn  J^m  nomen, 
. "  pan  **  schol  •*  J^y  se  ^at  ye  ar  fo, 
•  "  pey  schol  ^  nought  drede  on  jow  to  go. 


and  kill  2,000 
of  the  French, 


1652 

back.]     who  then  call 
Qp  more  men. 


1656 


and  driye  the 
Trojans  back 
to  their  castle ; 


1661 


bnt  they  fight 
on  till  night- 
&1L 


1664 


The  Trcjans 
resolye  to  pat 
Corineos  and 
1668^hortin 
ambush, 


1672  so  that  their 
fewness  may 
tempt  the 
French  to 
attack  them. 


'  tn  iuo,    L.  has  an  old  w  and  a 
modem  d  (wd)  ttSbaffor, 
^douh. 

*  did  ^JHnkea  go. 
*fitLnkespanke8t 
*for^fn  men  drouh  jHsm  ndii, 
*MS.mfyteH. 
7  wex. 
•dro/e. 
9fnnkes. 
w  Ma  age!fm. 
"  trafh/orce  ag<^  did^Him  wend. 


1^  vACiidrouk  iiU. 
^  com  nere  j^'  mosL 
»« tirpett.     Itr^d, 
Waoe,  L  981,  p.  48.] 
»7J>er. 
^^suld, 
WoJ>er. 
**  Imsse  tn. 
^/nnkea  osi  )e  sait, 
^beaUe.   DeafU.] 

«MS.ya».     JJe»,P. 


(trepidatio,) 
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TURNUS,  BBUTUS'S  COUSIN,   IS  SLAIN. 


BrutoB  will 
then  take  them 
in  rear,  and 
conquer  them. 


Accordin^j, 
Corineus  at 
daybreak  goes 
into  ambush, 


and  attacks  the 
Poiteyins  when 
they  come  out. 
Turnns  rides 
right  through 
the  Poitevin 
host 


foolhardily, 


and  too  tu, 
till  he  has  shiin 
600  men. 


Then  he  is 
surrounded 


•  '*  &  take  non  auisement, 

.**  ffor  je  ar  fewe,^  }>ey  schol*  nought  tent,  1676 

.'^  &  ^e  schaP  abate  ^ow  hardely, 

"  ffor  atte  bere'  bak  y  come  redy; 

'*  pe  maistrie  scbal^  our^s  be; 
."  ffor  coward  elles  hald  }>ou*  me."  1680 

Coryneu«  he  dighte  hem  ^eme, 

&  went  out  at  J>e  day[e]  steme,*^ 

&  busched  J^em  on  a  rowe 

pat  pe  Frensohe  moughte  'pem^  nought  knowe. 

pe  Peyteuyns  comen  atte  morwen^  tyde,      1685 

pe  Troiens  a-geyn  J^m  gon  ride 

Turynua  a  knyght,  Brubus^  cosyn, 
.He  parted  pe  host  of  [pe]  Peyteuyn,  1688 

.&  rod  per  host  al  Jwrow  out, 
.Might  nomaTi^  here  his  strokes  stout; 
.  Merueyloslike  ^^  was  he  hardy, 
.  His  hardinesse  was  foly  ;  1692 

In  al  pe  host  ne  hadde  he  pere. 

Of  no  strengths  pat  men  myght "  here, 

(Bot  pe  geaunt,  sire  Coryne," 

^it  was  he  al  so  ^'  strong  as  he :)  1696 

He  trtste  to  ^*  mykel  on  his  myght ; 

Oner  fer  he  jede  on  hem^  to  fight: 

tie  had  slayn,  pe  story  seys, 
.Six  hundred  Peyteuyns  &  Fraunoeys;  1700 

SiJ^en  com  alle  j^e  firankische  route^ 

&  closed  hym  yn  al  aboute. 


'  ye  ere. 
Ssaff. 

^holdye, 

^  alcoc  cantaiiU    Wace,  L  995. 

^ftdmhUsekouihYftBi, 

7  com  at  pe  monu 

^  ifrutuB  is  written  ahove  Coryneus 
dotted  out.  ("  M»  iti«»  Bruti,**  Wace, 
1.  1004.)    brutuB,V. 


*  mot  non, 
10  Metudly. 
"mot 

1'  Corrine,    (Forg  CoriniuM  soU- 
ment,  Wace,  L  1010.) 

"  trott  hym, 
w)wm. 
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Be   ocdsisione  Tornq,  ft  edificacio;^  castn  de 
TooreB  in  Tnronia. 


neBf7.lMcV.ool.S.] 

1708 


Bratui  carriet 
the  corpse 


to  hiB  tower, 


1712 


Er  |>an  ouer  cam*  Coryneus, 

Er'  was  he  slayn,  Jiis  knyght  Turnu^.  1704  andBlain. 

.Right  to  ded'  as  he  was  kast, 

Bxut/ua  hasted^  hym  ferly  fast, 

And  tok  }>e  body  fro  J?eym  alle 
,  Er  he  of  his  hors  gan  ialle. 

And  bar  hit  vp  vntil  his  tottr, 

yer  was  he  beryed  wy]>*  honur. 

ffor  loue  of  Tmnudy  j^t  gode  knyght, 

TonrM  in  Toreyne  now  hit  hight  ;• 

&  after  Tour^s  ]Hit  like  cite, 

Tureyne  hat^  al  J?at  contre. 

Brutus  retomed  to  ]Hit^  fyght. 

And  Coryneus  halp  wip  aP  his  myght;       1716 

J>e  ffraTikische  host  was  al^^  by-twene, 

Bytwyxt  J'eym  to"  )>ey  made  al  dene 

Of  firankische  &  of  Peyteuyns ; 
.pey  leye  in  dykes  &  in  kynes,  1720 

pey  soughten  how*'  pey  mought  hem  hyde, 

In  bataille  woltey^'  no  longer  byde. 

.Whan  al  was  fled,  &  [fe]^*  feld  was  playn, 

Bruti^  turned  his  folk*^  a-geyn;  1724  uien  retom  to 

Ilkon  to  per  castel  went,  thecaitle, 

&  pen  fey  helde  *•  a  parlement.  !StXe^ 


and  returns  to 
the  fight. 

Corineosand 
he  make  a 
clean  sweep  of 
the  Franks  and 
Poiterins, 


>  Or  ener  earn. 

•  kaipe  at. 

'ore. 

««|Him. 

^dede. 

"<1I0. 

^abatid. 

"  To  what  stedet. 

'far. 

^tobatailewildpei. 

*  Tours  hesmwpe  name  right 

"frite. 

7  Turayne  haU  [was  called]. 

»»o»te. 

^  com  ageyn  to  pe. 

i<  |>er  pei  held. 
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62  BBUTUS  AKD  HIS  MEN  LAND  IN  ALBION,  1200  B.O. 


and  resoWe  to 
leave  the 
country. 

They  sail  to 


Dartmontb, 


per  parlementy  J?ys  was  ^e  ende, 
"Euerylkon  to  schip  schold  wende,  1728 

<<  &  drawe  ]^er  vitaille  to  )>e  se, 
"  &  weyue  al  ]wt  ilk^  contre.* 
When  }>ey  had  don  as  y  ^ow  seye, 
pey  set  vp  seyl,  &  went*  yer  weye ;  1732 

pey  seyled  bo)>e  day  &'  nyght, 
.pat  neuere  striken^  bot  ay  vpright, 
Til*  J?ey  aryved — as  our  book  seys — 
Tn  Dertemuithd  af^  Toteneys.  1736 


jf  Hie  primo  Brntt^  intram^  Albion  cam  sac  nanigio 
apnd  TotenejrB. 


in  the  isle  that 
D&aa  promised 
Bmtns, 


eren  Albion, 


in  IflOO  B.a 


Al  holyke*  com  ^er  flote 
In  Dert^Dnthe,  at  o'  schote; 
]7at  ys  )>e  Ilde  )Hit  dame  Dyane 
Hyght^  Bratua  &  his  kynde  alane. 
Out  of  )>e  schip  )>ey  com  tyl  land 
Wip  mykel  ioye,  y  vnderstand, 
When  }>ey  wyste  )wt  }>ey  were  set 
To  wone  per  Diane  had  )>em  het, 
.  In  Jwt  Ude  of  Albyon, 
&  ^nked  per  godes  euerilkon. 
.J?at  ylke  tyme  was  nought  late, — 
.  fful  longe  hit  ys,®  as  sey}?  J>e  date,— 
.Jwt  tyme  Jwt^^  Brutes  aryued  her, 
•  A  )H>ii8and  ft  two  hunded  ^er, 


1740 


1744 


1748 


laifWit. 

'  Boded  daif  ^<m^. 

*  DertmMthe  tn. 


^  long  tyme. 
^^petyme. 
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•  So  mykel  was  hit  byfom 

•  Er  lesa  was  of  Marye  bom. 

In  ^t  tyme  wer  here  non  hauntes 
Of  no  men  bot  of  geauntes. 
(Qeaunt  ys  more  )^an  man; 

•  So  seys  ^  bok,  for  y  ne  can; 

•  Lyke  men  J?ey  ar^  in  flescha  &  bon; 
,In  my  tyme  saw  y  neuere  non. 

•  Of  membres  haue  ]>ey  ^  liknes 

•  fe  lymes  she  }at  in  man  ys.) 

.  Twenty  geanntz  were  in  }iys  lond ; 
Of  on  )>e  name  wrjrten  y  fond, 
Qogmagog,  )ms  was  told; 
ffor  he  was  strong,  gret,  &  bold, 
Gogmagog  ]ma  men  hym  calle ; 
pey  seyden'  he  was  meet  of  etHe. 
pe  Troiens,  when  )>ey  )>e  geamitz  sawe, 
Wy}>  yer  bowee  at  ^ym  gon  drawe, 
&  also  wjp  dart  &  spere. 
)>e  geanntz  cou]^  hem  nought*  were; 
Vp  to  J^  hilles  firo  )?em  )>ey  wend, 
&  left  J'e  Troiens  )^  ple3m  lond. 

A   day  J>e  Troiens  made  per  feste 
After  ]^  manure  of  }>er  geste, 
WyJ?  caroles,  trompes,  &  pypyng,*^ 
flEbr  ioie  of  |?er  newe  wonyng.* 
«Whan  ]^y^  had  karoled  alder  best, 
.&  ilkon  schold  han  go^  to  rest, 
So  come  )>e  geauntz®  ]Hit  ylke  nyght, 
&  on  }>e  Troiens  smyte  doun  lyght. 


1752 

In  Albion  then 
were  only 
pants  (that  is 
big  men,  as  is 
li75g  said:  I  know 
nothing  about 
'em). 


1760 

20  of  them, 

Clears.] 

1764 

of  whom  the 
biggest  was 
Gomagog. 
The  Trojans 
jiTgo  shoot  at  the 


who  retreat  to 
1772  *^ehiU^ 

The  Trojans 
hold  a  feast. 


1776 


andatniglit 
1780  the  giants 
attack  them. 


•  It  say  9, 

4  couth  pam  not. 

»  caroU  jr  yoith  o|>er  glewe. 


*  wonyng  newe, 
7as)>ei. 

^  suld  hafgoH, 

*  vmgtgaian8,WMeef  p.  52,  L 1085. 
See  the  «*  twenty,"  1 1761  above. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


64  THE  GIANTS  ARE  KILLED^  AND  GOOMAGOG  TAKEN. 


Uiat  foul  fVog 
Gogmagog 
leafing. 
The  giants 
fight  with  trees 
andstcmes. 


Tlie  Trojans 


kiU 
them. 


of 


and  take 
Gogmagog, 

to  wrestle  with 
Corinens. 


The  wrestling 
match  is  held 
close  to  the 


fformest  was  sire  Qogmagog, 
He  was  most,  ^t  foule  froge; 
pey  &iight  wy^  trees  Jwt  J>ey  vp  drowe, — 
T  can  nought  seye  whilk  )>ey  slow, —  1784 

Oyer  wepen  had  }>ey  non, 
Bot  smyteTi  'wip  tres  or  caaten  ^  ston. 
When  ^y  had  fought,  &  went  to  tie. 
In  to  ^  hilles  a-ga3m  to  be,  .1788 

pan*  were  fe  Troiens  }>eym  bifore, 
&  gaf  )>em  woundes  depe  &  sore, 
&  slowe  )>em  )>e  moste  part 
Wi}>  spere  &  bowe,  swerd  &'  dart  1792 

Gogmagog;  J?e  Troiens  tok;* 
)7an  saide  Brutt^  '  ^t  ]>ey  schold  lok^ 
*  Whe)>er  he  wer  strenger,  or  Comyns/* 
.A  place  to  pleye,  prdeyned  Brutus, —  1796 

Corineus  was  wel  of  Jwt  graunt^ — 
flTor  to  wrastle  wy}>  }>at  geaunt; 
On  a  clyf  faste®  by  )?e  se 
pe  wrastlyng  was  ordeyned*  to  be^  1800 

Alle  'pej  ^ede,  ^onge  &  elde, 
pat  wrastlyng  to  byhelde. 


Oorinens 


comes  first, 


jf  Be    ludo  int^r  Corynenm  &  Oogmagogi^m. 


poryneus  first  vp  he  stirt,'® 
^  &  wy}>  a  do)?  his  body  gyrt; 
Strait  in  pe  flank  dide  hym  lace, 
&  com  &  stod  forth  y  "  Jtc  place. 


1804 


1  kOMi  ttddi. 

^  are. 

9  icdih  bowe  mih  spere  ff  m(h. 

*toke, 

*  brutus  Mjfd  )>a/  N;i  suid  lohe. 

•  Cormeus. 


7  wele  0  sfnaiU,    Df.  11,  bk.,  coL  2.] 
^fddefast. 

^^first, 

"  He  com  jr  etode  forth  in. 
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J>en^  Gogmagog  ros  vp  sone; 
He  hadde  hym  dight,  &  was  al  bone, 
pe  firste  pul  so  harde'  was  set 
pat  }>eyr  brestes  to-gyder  met; 
peir  handes  ouer  bakkes  )>ey  caste,' 
Syde  to  syde  was  set  ful  faste ; 
per  was  turn  ageynes  turn;* 
pat  wliykest  was,  byhoued  spum.^ 
fFor-setten  byfore,  &  eke  byhynde,® 
WyJ?  crokes  ilkon  oJ>er  gan  bynde;^ 
Oft  aboute  ilk  oper  Jn^w, 

.J?e  stem  stod  vp,  so  )?ey  blew.® 

,Jwy  handled  bo}?e  sore  )?er  nekkes; 

.  Chynnes,  chekes,  gef  harde  ®  chekkes  ; 
peyr  iep  gnaisted  wij?  nose^^  snore, 
Hurtlede  hedes  set  ful  sore; 
Ilk  oJ?e?'  pulled,  ilk  oper  schok, 
WiJ?  fet  in  fourche^^  ilk  oper  tok. 
Wy}?  trip  forsetten,^*  ilk  oper  to  gyle, 
In  lyft  in  wryjTyng  pey  sayed  vmwhile ;  ^' 
Ilkon  fro  erthe  dide  oper  ryse^* 
WyJ?  streng)>e  more  J^an  wyj?  queintise, 
Gogmagog  proued  his  streng}>e, — 

.Twelue  cubyte  he  was  in  leng|?e,^ — 
In  armes  Coryneu«  he  laught, 
&  on  hym  drow  so  strong  a  draught 
pat  pre  rybbes^**  brosten^^  in  his  side, 
&  had  ner  cast  him  [at]  pat  tyde. 


1808 


then  Gog- 
magog. 

They  wiestle. 


1812 


try  dodges, 


1816  andclatch 
limbs, 
Deaf  8.  col.  2.] 

till  they 


1820  Chins,  cheeks, 
and  heads 
clash. 


1821 


1828 


They  pull, 
shake, 

trip, 
writhe, 
and  lift. 

Gogmagog 

crashes  in 


1832 


three  of  Cori- 
neus's  ribs. 


'  puUe  90  hard. 

'  ouer  bakkes  handes  pe  cast. 

^  set  to  tume, 

^  scum. 

•  Farset  beforfarset  hehynd. 

7  oJ»er  hyjnd. 

^  stode  whan  pet  blewe, 

^  chokes  gaf  harde. 


^^/orset. 

^  MS.  vn  whUe.  P.  has  In  iiste 
ff  wriihyng  peifraist  vmwhile. 

"  Ilk  opeT/ro  pe  erthedid  vp  rise, 

1*  Tuel/eUfous  he  was  o  length. 

i«  une  cosUy  MS.  da  Roi,  27,  L 
1160 ;  trms  des  cdtet,  MS.  de  Ste.- 
Genev.  Y.  fol.  10.  Wace :  Le  Roux 
de  Lincy,  I.  66. 

»7  brak. 
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OOBIKEUS  KILLS  GOOMAGOG. 


Corinens 


squeezes  Gog- 

magogtillhe 

swoons, 

then  drops  him 
oyer  the  rock 

still  called 
Falaise,  and 
his  mangled 
body  ftUs 
into  the  sea. 


,J>en  was  Coryneii«  a-schamed' 
pat  he  was  for  ^e  geaunt'  lamed; 
He  recouered  his  8treng)>e  for  tene, 

.  Of  ska)^  wold  he '  hym  no  more  mene ; 
Wy}>  jirt*  J>e  geaunt  [anon]  he  hente, 
&  in  his  armes  so  hym  wente 
pat  Gogmagog  gan  to  swowene, 
&  bar  hym^  wy}>  }?e  bank  [a]doune; 
Doun  of  J>e  rochc  he  let  hym  Mle — 
^ertare  ffaleys  men  gon  hit  calle ;  • — 
Er  he  cam^  doun^  was  flesche  &  bon 
Al  to-ryuen  fro  ston  to  ston. 

►  A  gret  }?rowe®  "per  he  lay  ded, 
pe  water  of  his  blod  was  red. 


1836 


1840 


1844 


1848 


Then  the 
Troju^ 
feel  comfort- 
able, boild 
theinselyes 
houses,  stake 
out  land, 

and  till  it 

England  was 
then  called 
Albion ; 
but  Bmtns 
names  it 
Britain, 


Brntt^  ordinanit  ft  fedt  mancioneB  per  loca. 

"When  pe  geauntz  were  o  dawe, 

pe  Troiens  hadden  na  more®  awe; 

Toxmes,  houses,  dide  J^ey  make^ 

&  mesored  lond,  &  dide  hit  stake  1852 

.J?at  ilkon  dide  his  owen^^  knowe; 

pen  tyled  J?ey^^  lond,  &  dide  hit  sowe. 

pat  tyme  ^ys  lond  hight  Albyon; 

When  BrutK^  cam^  pat  name  was  gon;        1856 
.Sot  Albion  was  Brutes  wayne, 

p€T£ore  he  dide  hit  calle  Brutayne. 

When  he  &  hise  fro^*  Troye  nam, 

Troiens  were  called  til^'  pej  per  cam;  1860 


>  oichamede. 

*  a  grete  >er. 

•  had  mare  no. 

^kewild. 

^ohUowenUkdid. 

*Aawi(hIre.    Clcafia.] 

^^peiHUed, 

•J-Aore. 

^^hUof. 

«  pe  name  yitfaleise  men 

caHe. 

'^to. 

^  are  he  com. 
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.  After  pe  Troiens  pys  name  was  set, 
.  ffor  name  of  Brutes  fii'st  highte  ^  Bret ; 
.Afterward  hit  turned  eftsones, 

ffor  Brutt^  folk*  was  cald  Brutones. 

^at  name  held  hit  of  Bretoun 
.Long  sy}>en'  pe  Incamacion, 

Til  Qormound  cam  &  he[re]*  gan  aryue, 

pe  Brutons  awey  he  dide  hem  ^  dryue. 
.YnepQ  si]7en  any  on^  ros 
.pat  longe  bar  any  los. 
.  pat  of  his  ^  spoken  mykel  in  dede ; 
.Ney  atte®  pe  ende  ^e  may  hit  reda 

noryneiw  hadde^  a  god  party 

^  Of  )>e  lond,  for  he  was  worJ?y. 
.per  Corineiw  dide  bataill^, 
.  pat-  contre  he  tok  \Kit  highte  Waille ;  ^® 
.  Of  Comi  ft  "Waille,  }?at  was  ^^  wynnyng, 

Hadde  Comewailk  )?e  name  gynny[n]g; 
.  ComewaUle  com  of  Corynett«, 
.&  Brutayne  com  of  sire  Brutus, 

nkon  to  J?eym"  per  frendes  drow, 
.&  bygged  lond[e]  for  J?eir  prow: 

ffro  stede  to  stede  gon^*  pey  wende; 
.  per  best  was,  per  wolde  "  J?ey  lende, 

&"  multeplyed,  &  wel  prot,^^ 
.&  woxen  riche,  kant  &  cof.^^ 

In  fewe  ^eres^®  al  pe  kynde 

Of  folk,  J?ey  woxen  ^^  mykel  mynde. 


and  his  folk, 
the  Trojans, 


1864  m  caUed 
Britons. 
The  name 
Briton  lasts 
till  Gormund 
^Q^Q  comes  and 
J  ooo  driyes  the 

Britons  awaj. 


1872 

[leaf8,b«jk.]Corinens 


1876  conqam 

Waille,  and 

calls  it  Corn- 
waille  after 
himself. 


1880 


The  Trojans, 
now  Britons, 


1884 


settle  on  the 
best  lands, 
breed,  and 
wax  rich. 


1888 


*  bndoB  his/oiA, 

*  sen, 

*  here, 

^  did  he. 

^  neuet  sipen  vrmepis  non, 

7  i>ero/i3, 

^nereat, 

^sesed. 

^  toke  to  waile. 


"  com  ff  hataile  \>^t  is, 
^^IlkTn.     [leaf  12,  col.  2.] 
*'  ffan. 
"  wild, 

"  throfe, 

»7  wex  ryche  cante  ff  kofe. 

**  afo  )€r*. 

"  wex  ^'. 

E  2 
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BRUTUS  RESOLVES  TO  BUILD  NEW  TROY. 


Bintm 


examines  all 
the  country, 


and  resolvefl 
to  bnild  a  new 
city  for  Troy's 


He  finds  a 
river,  calls  it 
Tamyse, 
and  declares 
that  he  will  set 
there  a  new 
city  for  the 
loye  of  Troy. 

«« New  Troy" 
shall  be  iu 
name. 

(And  it  kept 
Uiisname 
long,  till  it  was 
renamed 
Trenovant 


Then  king  Lud 
called  it 


f  Constractio  None  Troie,  qui  iam  didtur  Londonia. 

BrxxUis  byhel[d]  J?e  mountaynes 

&  auised  bym  o^  )>e  playnes, 

biheld  J?e  wodes,  watres,*  &  ffen, 
.Where  esyest  wony[n]g  were'  for  men ;       1892 

AIs  watres  ronnen  wel,  he  byheld, 

&  mede  wip  )?e  eryed  feld,* 
.What  fruyt  he  hoped  hit  wolde  here. 

His  folk  wax  faste  his*^  lond  to  were,  1896 

He  J^oughte  in  herte  he  wolde  •  do  make     • 

A  newe  biggyng  for  Troyes^  sake; 

A  stede  to  seche®  he  jede  to  se, 

Wher  he  best  Jioughte,®  &  most  ayse.  1900 

A  water  he  fond,  &  cald  hit  Tamyse, 
.After  his  langage,  "per  on  his  wyse: 
."  Y  schal  sette  her,^^  oure  kynde  to  ioye, 
."  A  cite  for  J?e  loue^^  of  Troye;  "       1904 

"  fTor  Troye  was  so  noble  a  cite,^* 

"  Newe  Throye  }?e  name  schal  be." 
.Newe  Troye  longe  hit  hight, 
.Tyl  som  men  come  wi}>^*  langage  lyght,—   1908 
.  Scbort  speche  hadde  ^*  J?ey  in  haunt, — 

&  cald  Newe  Troye,  Trenouant. 

Al  ys  on,  ho"  so  hit  knewe, 

Trenouant  &  Troye  newe ;  1912 

Troye  newe  ys  Trenouant, 

Two  wordes  in  on,  &  non  ys^*  want. 

}>en  cam^^  a  kyng,  Lud  was  his  name. 


^  water. 

'  was  eyse  wovmyng. 

*  ('pe  medew  with,  ardawfelde. 
^fa$t  pe. 

*  jxmht  in  his  hert  he  wold, 
7  troie. 

'  lie  chese, 

®  him  thottht  beat. 


^^.Lwi&here. 

» luf, 

"  noble  cite, 

"  tiU  qnant  men  com  of, 

^*  Schorte  speche  had, 

"  one  who, 

'•  one  (f  nouht  is, 

*"  com. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NEW  TROY   IS  NOW  CALLED  LONDON. 


69 


&  made  a  gate  in  ]Kti^  same;  1916 

Kaer  Lud  pe  name  laught,* 
.  ffor  loue  of  Lud  )>at  kit  aught ;' 
.  flfor  to  haue  of  hym  reooun, 
.Eaer  Lud  ^ey  calde*  J?e  toun.  1920 

.When  Saxons*^  com,  }?at  name  ne  couthe, — 
.per  owen  speche  was  best  yn  mouJ?e — 

)>ey  cald  hit  Ludden  &  London: 

]?us  pe  name  cam  eft  don,^  1924 

London,  on  Saxons^  langage. 
.Now  Englysche  holden  Jwtte®  heritage, 

Als  men  of  oJ?er*  nations 

]Hii  han  be  here  syji  pe  Bretons ;  1928 

As  pQ^^  names  of  contres  D«rf8.Uck,ooL«.] 

Ben  chaunged,  &  lawes  &  fees," 

ffro  pe  firste  pat  pey  were  named, 

Als  straunge  folk  han  hider  y-samed.^*  1932 

if  Whan  Brutitd  had  set  his  cite 

&  burgeys  mad,^*  &  gaf  )>eym  fee. 

In  lawe  wysly  to  welde, 

&  pes  to  haue  in  ^onk|?e'*  &  elde, 

He  regned  flfoure  &  twenty  jer 

In  al  Bretaigne  fer  &  ner. 
•  Al  was  Brutaigne,  by  elde  tales, 
.Engelond,  Scotlond,  &  Walys, 
.}?yse  )>re  were  penne^^  al  on, 
.pat  erest  was  cald'*  Albyon; 
.Albion  highte  J'yse  londes  ]7re, 
.ffor  J^y  ar  closed  al  wi]>  }?e  se. 


Ka«rLud; 


and  next  the 
Saxons  called  it 

Lnddcn  and 
London. 


The  English 
now  hold  the 
land. 


For  namee  of 
plaeet  change 


with  the 
foreign  folk 
that  gather  in 
them.) 


1936 


Bmtns  reigns 
24  years  over 
all  Britain, 


1940 


that  was  first 
called  Albion. 


19M 


3  MS.  iauht,    pe  totme  auhU 
*  pet  caUed. 

^  whBH   SeSSOH9, 


*  son. 


[Ieari2,lwck.] 


'  SessoH. 

s  Anglis  hold  p^L 


•  AU  o\p&  of. 

1^  Bien  changed  lawes  fffee». 
^'  outenfolA  ha/hidere  Mimed, 

"  youth, 

^pan, 

'*  are  wan  coiled. 
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BBUTUS'S  SONS  SHARE  GREAT  BBITAIN. 


Bratos  has 
three  cliildren, 

1.  Locrin, 

2.  Kamber, 

3.  Albanak, 

who,  alter  his 
death, 

divide  his 
lands. 


Locrin  chooses 
Logres. 


Kamber 
chooses 


Eambria 


(now  called 
Wales,  either 
from  queen 
Qaleas 


or  duke 
Ghilon). 


Albanak 
chooses 


Albania 


JT  Post  decessum  Brnty^  regnauit  Lokerynt^  Mm  eius. 

"Drutus  had  wy]?  Ignogyn 

yre  childre:  pe  eldest  hight  Lokeryn, 

pat  o)^r,'  Kamber  &  Albanak; 

J^ise  lynede  bybynde  Bruttt^  bak,  1948 

&  buryed  bym,  bis'  sones  ^re. 

When  he  was  ded  in  his  cite, 

pyse  }>re  brethere  in  loue  &  pes 

Parted  )^  lend,  &  ilkon  ches,  1952 

.&  held  ]?em  payed  on*  ]?er  partys, 
.  Als  ]?e  ^re  royames  lys.* 

Lokeryn  ches  first,  he  was  eldest; 

J^ys  lond  of  Logres  hit  fel  hym  best.  1956 

Logeres  hit  ys  after  his  name;^ 

ffor  Lokeryn,  Logers  had  hit  pe  name.^ 

Kamber  til  his  part  gan  ^eme 

North  west  }>e  water  of  Seueme,  1960 

.  In  length,  in  brede,  als  hit  [gan]  ^  lye, 

&  for  his  name  kald  hit  Kambrie: 

Kambrie  hit  highte,  by  Jk)  tales, 

pat  lond  }>at  now  ys  cleped  Wales'';  1964 

&  for  ]7e  quen  dame  Galaes, 

ffor  loue  of  hure,  )?at  name  J^y  ches. 

Somme  now  seye®  for  oper  reson 

(Jaleys  was  cald,  for  duk  Galon :  1968 

Whylom  }>ys  duk  was  of  power, 

&  gret  rmoun  hadde  fer  &  ner. 

Albanak  was  ^ongest  of  alle, 

J?e  moste  wodeland  gan  hym  falle.  1972 

Albanak  kalde  his  partie 

After  his  name,  Albanie: 


*  pe  to\>ee.  ^  pise, 
'  ff  were  paied  of, 

*  remes  lis. 

^  P.  omits  these  two  lines. 


^  ff  brede  as  it  gan. 
7  AU  pe  hnd  pai  is  now  Wales, 
Lamb.  MS.  has  Weles. 
^  Somsay, 
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Albanie  highte  )?at  now  ys^  ScoUandy 
.As  y  schal  ^ow  telle  how  y*  fand:  1976 

.  pQ  name  of  SooUon,^  ]?e  firste  rote 
.  Hit  was  gyuen  a  may  den  Scote; 
.  Scote  was  ffaraones*  doughter  J^e  kynge, 
.  Tyl*  Scotland  was  scho  wedded  ^ynge,         1980 
.  And  was  til  ^  hire  g3nien,  &  scheo  hit  aughte ; 
.  Of  hire  ^  name  Scotland  laughte. 

jf  Numbert,*  a  kyng  o  Huneys,  Deafo.] 

A  robbotfr  he  was  al,  hit^  seys;  1984 

He  robbed  ]?e  ildes  alle  a-boute; 

Of  lyJTor  *  men  he  hadde  gret  route. 
,0f  Albanye  men  til*  hym  spak, 
.]fat  was  a  childes^  Albanak:  1988 

Wiy  Albanak  &yn  wold  he  fyght, 

&  Albanak  faste^^  ageyn  hym  dight ; 

Bot  Albanak  sone  "per  he  slow ; 

His  folk  fledde^  &  southeward  di'ow,  1992 

&  pleyned  }^m  to  sire^^  Lokeryn 
.How  J?ey  ascaped  wip  mykel  pyn. 

Lokeryn  vntil  Eamber  sent; 

pey  gadered  host,  &  }>yder  went.  1996 

A-gayn  J?eim  com  sire  Numbert ;  ® 
.  Of  )>eym  bo]?e  was  he  nought  ferd. 
.  In  an  arme  of  pe  se 

.Met  Jwy  to-gidere  alle  }>re.  2000 

,'pe  Bretons  were  wel  mo  pan  he; 

In-to  pat  water  pey  dide  hem  fle;^^ 
.Jwy  ne  ascaped^*  for  no  tbyng 

&  so  per  drenkled^^  Humbert  pe  kyng.        2004 


(now  called 
Scotland, 

from  Scote,  the 
daughter  of 
king  Fharoah). 


Hnmhert,  a 
king  of  the 
Hans,  and  a 
robber, 


hears  that 
Albanak  is  a 
child, 
and  attacks 


and  slays  him. 
His  folk  teU 
Iiocrin,  who 

with  Kamber, 
gathers  a  host, 


and  in  an  arm 
of  the  sea 
attacks  Ham- 
bert, 

and  driyes  him 
and  his  men 
into  the  water. 


^  As  I  saU  telle  yow  who  it, 

»  Scote. 

*  Pharaon. 

^to. 

^Humbert, 

7  was  it  ^ 

^fehn. 


^  bot  a  chUde  was, 
JO  herd. 
^^  plenyd  vnto. 

**  pe  irej>er  heui  more  powere  pen 
he! 
In  p&t  water  fast  gan  hefle, 
J'  He  ascaped  noukt, 
14  He  dronkend  Per. 
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LOCRIN  LOVES  ESTRILDE, 


Locrin  calls 
the  water 
Hamber. 


Locrin  takes 
out  of  Hum- 
bert's ship 
three  maidens, 
of  whom  the 
daoffhter  of 
the  king  of 
Germany, 


£8trilde,is 
furest  in  his 
right. 

Now  Corineos 

had  one 
daughter, 

Gwendoline, 

and  Locrin  had 
agreed  to 
marry  her, 
bat  for  lore  for 
£strilde,  would 
hare  broken 
his  troth. 
SoCorineus 

takes  an  axe, 

looks  sternly 
at  Locrin, 


ffor  Humbert  gan  ]fer  mjrs-falle, 
Sire  Lokeryn  dide  j^e  water  calle 
Humber,  after  sire  Humbert, 
ffor  he  dreynte  'perin  in  apert.'  2008 

ffro  Alemaigne  sire  Humbert  cam/ 
pe  ildes  be  robbed  al  so  he  nam« 
Sire  Lokeryn  tok  'pat  he  had  reft, 
pre  hire  maydenes  in  his  schip*  were  left:  2012 
}>e  kynges  doughter  of  Germyne 
Was  pe  fairest  of  alle  ^  ]?re. 
Sire  Lokery[n]  byheld  faste*  'pat  may, 
.  Seheo  was  j^e  fairest  til*  his  pay;  2016 

Tendrely  he  dide  hure  ^eme, 
Of  alle  seheo  was  most  til  his  ®  queme ; 
Estrilde  pat  maiden  hight, 
Was  non  so  fair  in  Lokerynes^  sight.  2020 

porinet^,  ^it  lyued  he  po, 

He  hadde  a  doughter,  &®  no  mo; 

He  had  spoken  wi]?  Lokeryn 

To  wedde  his  doughter  Qwyndolyn;*  202* 

Lokeryn  &  he  were  in  couenaunt,^*^ 
.  &  ]?ey  bo)?e  had  mad  pe  graunt, 

pat,  for  pe  loue  of  fair  Estrilde, 

Lokeryn  haf  brokene  hit,  fayn  he  wylde.^^  2028 

Corineu^  herde  hit  sone  seye: 

per  Lokeryn  was,  he  tok  'pe  weye ; 

An  ax  in  his  hand  he  tok, 
.On  Lokeryn  lo]7liche  gan  he  lok,  2032 

&  angrily  til"  hym  he  spak, — 
.Nought  bot  wrathe^'  his  mou}>  brak, — 


'  for  he  dronkend  }pet  in  apert. 
2  pe  maydens  in  his  schyppe. 
3^M<?.      [leans.] 

*  yened  myhift, 

*  seho  wot  fairest  vnto, 

*  of  (tile  women  scho  mot  hym. 
'  nonfairere  in  Lokerin, 


•  ff  chiidere, 

•  Guendoline, 
^^  conaunt. 

"  broken  it  wUde. 
12  wroth/utty  to, 
'3  ne  bot  wreth  of. 
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He  seide,  '*  Lokeryn,  }>ou  art  a  fol ! 

**  yy  selue  (lightest^  J^  to  dol: 

"  }>y  ded  of  me  'pen  schalt  ]?ou  haue ; 

"  J>er-firo  noman  schal  pe  saue. 

"  Why  hast*  Jwu  my  doughter  forsaken  pr. 

"  pai  in  tron}>9  )k)w  haddest*  taken? 

"  pat  ys  pe  ]?ank  }>at  }>ou  me  cones ! 

"  I  hope*  to  Wynne  Jwt  Jwu  inne*  wones. 

"  Y  serued  ]?y  fader  in  many  nede, 

"  &  yiiel  ^eldest  •  Jwu  me  my  mede. 

"  I  auntred  me  in  many  chaunce 

"  }>y  fader  Brutus  forto  auaunce; 

"  Many  strok  gaf  in  many  stour 

"  To  brynge  ]?y  fader  til  his  honur; 

**  &  ^it  )?y  self  auaunce  y  wylde. 

"  Bot  for  on  )?ey  calle  Estrylde, 

"  fforsake[st]^  my  doughter  Gwyndolene, 

"  &  dost  ®  me  despit  &  tene  ! 

"  Whil  (J?ou  wost)*  y  am  on  lyue, 

**  Schalt  Jh>u  haue  ^®  non  o)?er  wyue ! 

"  Jh>u  bryngest^^  pe  in  foul  fame, 

"  &  dost®  me  gret  onoy"  &  schame, 

"  &  my  doughter  Gwendolyn!" 

&  leyde  hand  on  Lokeryn, 

&  wolde  han  venged  )?cr"*  his  tene, 

Nadde  lordes  schoten  hem  ^*  bytwene 

&  departed  hem^*  o  twynne, 

And  preied  Comyus  forto  blynne. 


says 

203g«Locriii, 


you're  a  fool, 
•DdFUkiUyoQ 


9»  c.  8.]  for  forsaking 

2040  !!?y  S^'?'  . 
^^'^  Gwendoline 

This  is  your 
thanksl 


2044 


I  helped  to  win 
your  land, 

I  risked  my 
life  for  your 
father, 


2048  and  was  will. 

ing  to  help 

you  too : 

but  for  Estrilde 

you  forsake  my 

daughter, 
2052  and  shame  me  I 


2056 


Tou  disgrace 
her  and  me.*' 


Corinens  would 

have  killed 
^^  «^  Locrin,  had  not 
2060  some  lords 

separated 

them, 


^  dighUs, 

s^OMAadL 
^"EoT  hfdpef 
<  MS.  tW. 
*  Uh  yeUes, 
^  FoTMoAeM, 
^doB, 


halpe,V. 


[loaf  18,  ool.  2.] 


^  Tift\KmwoU. 

^^  Sait\>ouhaf. 

"  Millie. 

^'  me  dupite, 

^  wild  haf  venged, 

>*  ^  tordgnges  schet  pam, 

>*)>am. 
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74    LOCBIN  WEDS  GWENDOLINE,   BUT  LOVES  ESTEILDE, 


and  advised 
Locrin  to  give 
in. 

So  Locrin 
weds  Gwen- 
doline, 
bat  he  keeps 
Estrilde  in  a 
cellar  in 
London 
for  seven  years, 
and  when  he 
goes  to  her, 

tellfl  his  wife 
that  he*s  going 

to  sacrifice  to 
his  gods. 


Locrin  begets 
on  Estrilde  a 
fedr  girl, 
Sabren ; 


and  on  Gwen- 
doline a  son, 
Madan,  whom 
Corineus 
brings  up. 

After  CJori- 
neas*s  death, 
Locrin 


jf  Lokerint^  desponsauit  hie  Owendolenam. 

pey  conseilled  sire  Lokeryn: 

He  ^ede  &  wedded  Gwyndolyn.  2064 

Bot  he  forgat  in  none^  manere 

fiaire  Estrilde  }>at  was  hym  dere: 

In  Londone  he  dide  hure  kepe 

Vnder  erthe*  in  a  seler  depe;  2068 

Estrylde  was  longe  }>are, 

Seuen  ^er  &  somwhat  mare. 

When  Lokeryn  schold  til^  hire  go. 

To  dwelle  ynp  hure  a  day  or  to,  2072 

Vntil  his  wyf  J>en  tolde  *  he 

"  Jwt  he  schold*  go  in  priuete, 

"  &  stille  make'  his  sacrifise 

"  Til  his  Godes  J^r^  wy]?  his  seruise;  2076 

"  ffor  openly  ne  fel  hit®  nought 

"  To  do  ]7at  seruise  ]?at  he  had  wrought."® 

So  longe  he  pleyed  wi]?  Estrilde 

})at  scheo  hadde  ^^  a  mayden  childe  :  2080 

Sabren  hit  highte,  as  whit  as^'  glas, 

&  fairere  }^an  ^e  moder  was. 

Gwyndolene  a  child  ^  had  ]?an, 

A  sone^^  ]?at  highte  Madan:  2084 

Cory  news  hadde  hit  to  loke; 

When  tyme  was,  set  hit  to  boke. 


"TOTian^*  }>at  Corinei6«  was  ded, 
Dame  Gwyndolene  he  misbed ; 


15 


2088 


'  on  no, 
^Peertk, 
•  suld  vnto. 

0  siUly  mak, 

7  MS.  J>*.    vnto  Ms  godes,  P. 

^  in. 


•  he  toroht, 
*°  scho  had, 
"  white  so, 
*'  sone, 
«  childe, 
"  MS.  What. 
^^vUsbede, 


TFAa«,P. 
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.  ffor  hure  fitder  dide  him  tene, 
He  drof  awey  dame  Gwyndolene, 
&  tok  E8trild[e]  til  his  quene 

.As  dame  Gwyndolene  had  bena 
Scheo  sey  no  bettere  myghte  auaill^, 
Scho  gadered  an  ost  in  Comewaylle ; 
Tyl  hure  frendes  scheo  pleyned  hyre ; 
A^yn  ]!iokeryn  Jwy  gon  hem^  at3rre 
Wy^  gret  host  out  of  mesure. 
Ypon  a  water  men  cald^  Esture, 
In  Dorsete-schire,  'pej  mette, 

.&  to  bataill^  swyj^e  J>ey'  sette. 
}>e  kyng  was  slayn  per  wip  a  schote, 
J^  host  destroyed*  ilk  a  crote; 
^  quen  had  ]?er  J?e  heyer  hand, 
Scheo  dide  seise  al  }>e  land, 
Scheo  did  )?en  take  faire  Estrild^, 
&  Sabrin  ^t  was  hure  child, 
&  dide  ]^m  yn  a  water  cast ; 
ffor  J^ym  j^e  name  ys  roted  fast;* 
Seuerne  hit  hight/  for  ]?e  child  Sabren, 

.ffor  )7at  child  pai  name  we  ken: 

.pat  tyme  )Hit  j^is  chaunoe  fel, 

.  Lyuede  )?e  prophete  Samuel. 

pwyndolene  was  ]?en  stout, 

Scheo  dide  }>e  folk  vatil  hire  lout: 
Ten  ^er  wij?  Lokeryn  had  scheo  ben, 
&  sipen  fiftene  wynter,  quen. 
When  Madan  couthe  kepe  his  pyng, 
In  hure  lyue  was  he  mad  kyng. 
To  Comewaille  sche  tumede  eft, 
To  kepe  pat  hure  fader  left. 
Madan  gat  vpon  his  wyf 


drives  away 
Gwendoline, 
and  makes 
2092  Estrilde  queen. 

Gwendoline 
gathers  a  host 
in  Cornwall, 


Deaf  9,  back.] 
2096 


2100 


and  gires  Loc- 
rin  battle  in 
Dorsetshire. 

He  is  shot. 


2104 


Gwendoline 
wins, 

and  drowns 
Estrilde  and 
Sabren 


2108 


in  the  Severn. 


2112 


Gwendoline 


2116  rejgna  15  years, 

then  gives  up 
her  reiedm  to 
Madan, 

oi  OA  ^d  retire  to 
^^^^  Cornwall 


Madan  begets 


» gan  Jkim.    Deaf  18,  back.] 
^  batcJe  smertbf, 
*  dimsomfet, 
^rotrfaat. 


'  hate,  Robert  of  Branne  leaves 
out  the  Fr.  d  Cirecestre  en  mer 
descentyWacOf  I.  71,  L  1473, as  it  is 
wrong. 
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MEMBBICE  IS  A  BAD  KING. 


Malyn  and 
Membrice, 
reigns  40  years, 
and  dies. 


Membrice 


kills  his  brother 
Malyn,  and 


roles  alone. 


He  destroys  all 
his  good  men, 


tarns  Sodomite, 


and  after  20 
years*  reign 

is  torn  to 
pieces  by 
wolres. 


Saul  reigned 
then  in  Jndea. 

Ebraok 

SQOceeds 

Membrice. 


Two  sones  )?at  ay  lyued^  in  strif; 

Malyn  highte  J^  eldest  broj^er, 

Membrice  men  calde  j^at  o^. 

Madan  regned  fourty  jer, 

&  left  his  sones  }wt  lond  in  wer.* 

pyse  brethere  were  euere  wrothe, 

ffor  )?e  lond  }>ey  strinen  bo)?e. 

Membrice  for  toewes  to  Malyn  sent^ 

In  pes  to  holde  a  Parlement; 

Bot  Membrice  to  treson  drow, 

His  hrdper  Malyn  prtuely  he  slow; 

porow  slaughter  &  )K)row  treson* 

Membrice  hadde  J^  region. 

J)ys  Membrice  wax*  vnkynde, 

ffordede  god  men  ^at  he  myght*  fynde, 

Reften  oper^  land  or  lyf. 

Or  forsok^  his  wedded  wyf, 

&  haunted  synne®  of  Sodome: 

.  Vnkyndely  to  bestes  he  com. 
Twenty  ^er  )?en  had*  he  space, 
&  als  he  went  in^®  wode  to  chace, 
Many  ^  wolues  alone  he  metbe ; 

,  Also  J>eues  abouten  hym  J^y  set,^* 
Lym  fro  lym  hym  al  to-rent ; 
&  so  Membrice  to  dej?e"  went, 
pen  Saul  regned  in  ludea, 

.  And  Eristeus  in  Lacudemonia.^* 


2124 


2128 


2132 


2136 


2140 


2144 


2148 


l^biauk  his  sone  was  of  age, 
Had  }>is  lond  in  heritage. 


Deaf  9^  bM}k,  001.2.] 


i)>al/yif«f. 
'  wehere. 

•  jr  treson, 
<  he  wex. 

•  pe  gude  men^  we, 

•  Reft  iWim  ott|>er. 
7  fffortoke. 

» |»e  syn, 
9  yerehad. 


^>  As  deudes  )tat  about  hym  sette. 

^^dede. 

i<  XHoic  estoU  Samuel  prophktes, 
Et  Homer  ert  prisez  poites, 
MS.  da  Hoi,  73,  Cang&     Wace,  I. 
73,  note  (6). 
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He  was  a  ful  noble  knygbt, 

A  gret  nauye  he  dide  bym  ^  digbt ; 

He  was  J>e  first  man  of  ]?ys  lond 

|wt  robbed  by  se  o^er  by  sond.* 
.Wi]?  Cornewaleys  he  stod  to  chaunce, 

|>ey  &  he  robbed  al  ffraunce; 

pey  robbed  tresor  &  vitaille ; 

Horn  in  to  Bretaigne  )^n'  gan  pey  saille. 

When  he  hadde  y-now  tresour  &  fe,* 

In  'pe  North  he  made  a  cite; 

Kaer  Ebrak  he  calde  pat  toun ; 

AnopeTf  Aclud,  vpon  Brutoun. 

Kaer  Ebrak  first  men  spak, 

SyJ>en  men  caldyt  Eborak ; 

fibr  frankyschc  speche  jrs  nought  so  lyk,* 

ffor  EboraJc  J^y  caldit  Euerwyk. 

Adud  he  calde  Maidenes  toun, 
,  CSarlauerok  es  now  pe  renoun ; 
.  Maydeneskastel  by  pat  day, 
.Wi^  maydenes  had  he  per  his  play.* 

Sexti  wynt^r  he  regned  lyues,^ 

&  twenty  sones  had  by®  twenti  wyues, 

&  Jnytty  doughtres  by  pe  same. 

Of  pyae  children,  lysfaiej?  per^  name : 


2152 


He  is  the  first 
British  tefr- 
robber. 


2166 


and  he  plunders 


France. 


2160  Then  he  bmlds 
KaerEbrac 
(York)  and 
Aklod  (Dum- 
barton) 

2164 


2168 


now  Caorlave- 
rock. 


Ebrank  reigns 
60  years, 

91*79  A^^^>  ^ 
^^*^  sons  and  SO 
daughters. 


*  he  gert 

^hi  »eeff  aond, 

*  Home  to  Breta^n, 

*  had  tretore  fffeey, 
^  not  90  like. 

*  Maiafo  n'en  9aipor  quel  raison 
Ia  caetiax  ot  nom  de  Puceles 
Plu4f  que  de  damee^  ne  tTanciles 
Ne  mefu  dit,  nejo  nd  di  ; 
Nejo  iCai  mie  tot  ot. 


Nejo  n*ai  mie  tot  viu, 

Ne  demands,  ne  retenu. 

Mult  estourait  it  home  entendre 

Qui  de  tot  vdbroit  raison  rendre, 
Wace,  L  75, 76,  L  1566-74. 
'  in  hfue. 

^  he  had  twenty  sons  loi/h. 
*  q/*|te  aona  listen  pe. 
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THE  CHILDREN  OF  KINO  EBBAUE. 


Here  are  the 
names  of  the 
20  sons. 


And  here  the 
names  of  the 
30  daughters. 


Galaes  is  the 
prettiest, 

Anor  full  of 
courtesy, 


If  Nomina  Morum  &  SlitiYtim  Begis  Eboracy. 

(T  Brutes  Grenescheld,  Margadu, 

Cisillus,  Eegien,  Bladu, 

Moryod,  Lagon,  Ebolan/ 

Kynbar,*  Spadan,  Gaul,  Pardan, 

Eldade,  Chagus,  Cherin,*  Luwor, 

Lud,*  Assarak,  Buwel,  Ector. 

pise  aren  }>e  sones  name  ryglit; 

Now  lystne]?*  how  J>e  maidones  hight: 

jf  pe  firste  highte  GloyglyD, 

Otyda,  Anrar,  Nynogyn,* 

Gardidy  Kodan,  Gwedian, 

Angarty  Gwenlode,  Median,^ 

Mayleure,  Echab,®  Tangustel, 

Stadirt,  Lambrada,®  Methael,^*^ 

Gaat,  Etheyn,  Neest,  Egorgon," 

Gladus,  Abren,  Langon,  Egron/^ 

Edra,  Abalak,  &  Agnes/' 

Anoi',  Stahad,^*  Angalaes.**^ 

Galaes  was  )^  gentilest^®  lady 

J^an  any  of  al  J^e  oJ?ere  ^^  nyne  &  twenty ; 

Anor,  scheo  was  ful  curteyse, 

&  well  couJ?e  demeyne  richeyse ; 


2176 


2180 


2184 


2188 


2192 


2196 


'  Jagcn  et  BoUoan,  Wace,  I.  76, 
1. 1588. 

^K%nkar,V.    Deaf  14]     Rinqar, 
Wace,  1.  1584. 
>  Cangu,  Bevi,  ib.  1. 1585. 
4j;iit,ib.Ll586. 
'  Listens. 

^  F.  transposes  this  line  and  the 
next 

7  Leticlas,  Orar,  Vinogin, 
Qandis,  Bodan,  Quellian, 
Angaint,  Gelloe,  Meldan. 

TFoce,  I.,  76,11690-92. 


8  Ecub,  Wace,  I  1593. 
»  Kambreda,  P. 

i^Staclud,  Bausbreda,  M^bel. 
Wace,  1.  1594. 
"  et  Goigon,  Wace,  L  1695. 
1'  Blagon,  Engron,  Wace,  1. 1596. 
M  Anguee,  Wace,  L  1597. 
"StaHad,P. 

«  Stadial,  Galves,  Wace,  1 1698. 
*•  was  jentilere, 
'7  l^an  pe  to>er. 
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Qloyglyn,  sche  was  eldest, 

&  scheo  was  of  maneres  best.' 

Alle  were  ]fej  dight,  Jrjnae  madenes  gent, 

&  in-to  Lombardye  war  sent 

To  J>e  Kyng  Syluy,  Latjmes*  sone, 

To  brynge  yem^  to  warisone. 

Al  were  |>ey  gyuen,  als  J>ey  ^ode, 

To  J^  Troiens  men  of  gode.  ' 

pe  twenty  bretheren,  als  hit  seys, 

To  purchasen  hem  Jwy  *  wente  ^er  weys ; 

J^ey  dide  }>em  intil  Alemaygne,  conquer  Ger< 

&  alle  J^  lande  was  )?er  wayne.  2208  many. 


and  Gloglyn 
the  best 
mannered. 

All  80  are  sent 

5200  ^  S^*^' '° 
Lombardy, 


and  married  to 
2204  ^^^  Trojans. 

0«^l«-3Ebrank's 

yonnger  sons 


if  Bratiis  Grenescheld  Bex. 

jf  Brutt^  Grenescheld,  his**  eldeste  sone, 
In  ]7ys  lond  he  lefte  to  wone; 
Twelue  wynter  he  regnede  here 
AI  in  }>es  &  gode  manere. 
f  He  hadde  a  sone  }>at  hyghte  Leyl, 
He  made  a  toun  wij?  his  conseil : 
Caerlel  hit  hatte,  as  men  hit  seye. 
Bot  Leyl  ageyn  }?at  he  schold  deye, 
►  Preyed  faste  in  his  elde, 
ffor  his  lond  he  mought  nought  •  welde. 
Ilkon  on  oper  werre  sought; 
flfor  doute  of  hym  left  J?ey  ryght  nought, 
Ne  he  cou)^  be  no^  iustyser: 
He  regned  fyue  &  twenty  ^er. 


Brntos  Green- 
shield 

rules  Britain 
12  years, 

2212  Hex  leylMS. 

and  is  suc- 
ceeded by  his 
son  Leyle,  who 
boilds  Carlisle, 

2216  and  who,  in 
his  old  age, 


fails  to  keep 

2220  *"*  I^P'*  ^ 
order. 


He  reigns  25 
years. 


>e<  phs    sin4e,   Wace,   L   77, 
1.  1608. 
^Latyn. 
^  at  Ining  ^im. 


^  pwrchace  pam, 

^  jr  fns  lond  couth  not, 

7  couth  no  betHr.     Deaf  li  col.  a.] 
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KINGS  REHUDYBRAS  AND   BLADUD. 


in  the  days 
ofHaggai, 
Amos, 

and  Zachariab. 


.  JT  No^/ina  prophetar^^n  temp^^re  isto. 

.  In  his  tyme  was  pe  prophete  Amos ; 

.And  Hyen  and  Aggos,^ 

.  And  J>e  prophete  Sakarye,* 

.  In  }>at  tyme  pr«5hed  prophecie. 

.He  lys^  at  Earlel,  as  )^  stori  spak, 

.&  Brutes^  at  ^ork  biside  Eborak 


2224 


2228 


Behndibras 
reigns,  sets  all 
in  order, 


bunds  Win- 
chester, Can- 
terboryand 
Chester  castle, 

f  Aqnila 
Septonie. 

at  which  an 
eagle  is  said  to 
hare  spoken. 


f  Eehudybras  Bex  fecit  Wjntomum  &  Canter- 
hurium  &  Schefton.^ 

After  Lleyl  regned  Rehudybras  ;  • 

To  iustice  J^  folk,  fol  wys^  he  was; 

He  acorded  al  his  barons 

Pees  to  holde,  &®  made  hem  somons;  2232 

He  made  Wyncestre  &  Canterbyre, 

&  ^  castel  of  Chestebury;® 

Awhileon^*  spak  Jeanne,  &  prophesied. 

Bob  som  me7i  seide  }>at  he  lyed.  ^^  2236 

Rehudybras,  in  his  power. 

He  regned  nyne  &  fourty  ^er.^^ 


f  Bladutt^  Bex  fecit  Bdineum.^ 

jf  After  J?e  Kyng  Rehudybras, 

Bladut  his  sone  coi*owned  was.  2240 


^  Sien  jr  AggeoM. 

*  From  Geoff.  Mon.  Wace  (1. 79, 
1.  1660<-4}  puts  "  Solemons,  Amos, 
"  Aggros  et  Johel  **  in  Behndybros's 
reign,  after  1.  2238  here. 

»  Leyl  lygge$. 
^  BnitoB  tggges, 

*  jr  Sckejton  in  another  hand. 

*  RudhudibroM, 

7  folk  noble.  8  he. 


»  Chestirschire,  (C«*te6irc,Wace.) 

>°  egle  inserted  by  a  later  hand. 

*^  One  gpak  )>er  8c  propheded 
Aquile :  men  sais  he  lied,    P. 
Uns  aigles,  MS.  da  Boi,  27.    vn 
ange,  MS.  de  Ste.-Genev.  Y.  fol.  10. 
Wace,  I.  79.  note  a. 

"  Qarante  one,  un  mainSf  rina  ciL 
Wace,  I.  79,1.  1657. 

^  In  another  hand. 
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Bladut  dide  many  maystri, 
He  gaf  Lym  al  to  nygromaunci ; 
Hote^  bath6  he  dide  make, 
ffor  mikel  god  to  marines  sake; 
.  He  dide  leye  )?crin  *  sp^'inges, 
.  Tonnes  of  bi'as  wi)>  queynto '  J^ynges 
.pat  make  'pe  water  euere  hot; 
.  What  ys  }>C7ynne,  noman  wel  wot ; 
Bath^y  for  ba}>yng,  ^  name  hight ; 
Byside  J>e  baj>e  a*  temple  he  dight, — 
pe  te^nple  name  was  Mynerue, — 
pe  folk  to  receyue  &  to  serue ; 
A  fire*  he  dide  make  }>er-inne, 
Eufire  to  bre^ne  &  neu«)e  to  blynne. 
Bladut  wrought  many  mei^aille, 
.  Many  god  fyng  jwt  ^it  wj^l  vaylk ;  ^ 
Atte  laste  he  wolde  fleye, 
ffe]?er-hames  he  made  hym  sleye; 
At  London  he  tok  his  flyght, 
&  fley  as  fer  as  he  myght 
Vpon  a  temple  sire'  Appolyn, 
peron  he  fel,  &  m[a]de  his  fyn  ; 
»  Sire  Appolyn  so  doun  hym  cast, 
.  pat  body  &  bon  hit  al  to-barbt :  ^ 
Twentj''  wynter  was  he  kyng, 
At  London  he  mad  his  endyng. 


Bladud  takes 
to  oecromancy 
makes  hot  baths 


2244. 


with  springs  of 
brass  and 
qaaint  things, 


2248 


at  Bath ; 

then  he  builds 
a  temple, 


2252 


with  ever-bum* 
ing  6re ; 


22o6 

[leaf  10,  col.  2.]  lastly  he  makes 
wings, 

and  flies  from 
2260  I^ndon, 

to  a  temple  of 
Apollo, 

who  casts  him 
oo^  1  do^n»  and 
^^^*  breaks  all  his 

bones. 


f  Leyr  Bex  fecit  Leycestre. 

After  hym  J^n  regned  Leyr, 

pat  was  his  sone  &  his  eyr ; 
ffourty  wynter  j?en  regned  he; 


Then  Bladud's 
2268  son,  King  Lear, 
reigns, 


^  pe  hate, 

«  M  it, 

'  bnu  qusMte, 

«MS.&.    P.  has  a. 


n  MS,  After,    A  fire,  V. 
<  many  a  gude  \ttU  yit  auaife. 
7  U  temple  of,     [leaf  14,  back.] 
*  to  hrast. 
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and  buildB  on 
the  river  Soar, 
Kaer  Leyr, 
now  Leicester. 

He  has  three 
daughters, 

Gonorille, 

Bagaw,  and 
Gordille. 


When  Lear 
grows  old,  he 

resolves  to 
divide  his  lands 
between  his 
daughters. 


So  he  asks 
Gonorylle  how 
much  she'd 
love  him  if  she 
were  his  ruler. 


"As  my  life!' 


Then  Lear  asks 
Ragawe  how 
much  she  loves 
him. 


"More  than 
any  thing  else 
in  this  world  !"  . 


Vpon  Sore  he  made  a  cite, 

Eaer  Leyr  he  dide  hit  call^, 

Leycestre  j^e  name  ys  now  wip  eJle.  2272 

pre  doughtres  hadde  Bir«  Leyr, 

Mighte  he  haue  non  oper  air, 

pe  eldeste  highte  Gonorilltf, 

pat  ol?er  Eagaw,^  }>e  Jwydde  Gordyll^/  2276 

Bot  Gordille,^  was  ^engest, 

&  hure  louede  J?e  fader  beet, 

Leyr,  when  he  was  in  elde, 

His  lond  fol  wel  myght  he  nought  welde ;  2280 

He  jK)ughte  his  donghtres  gyue  hosebandes, 

&  twyxten  hem  parten  his  landes; 

Bot  of  hem  first  he  J>oughte  *  here 

Which  of  hem  had  hym  most  dere ;  2284 

He  assaied*  ilk  by  |?eym  self  one, 

pe  eldest  first  of  ylkone. 

JC  He  com  &  spak  to  Gonorylle, 

"  Doughter,  sey  me  new  J?y  wylla,  2288 

"  How  mykel  woldest  )?ou  me  loue 

•  "  }y^  f^^  ^^^^  ^^y  ^®  aboue  ? " 

.  Whan  swylk  a  ^  word  scheo  herde  neuene, 

Scheo  swor  by  J?e  Godhed  of  heuene,  2292 

Whe]?er  scheo  were  mayden  or  wyf, 

Scheo  wolde  loue*  hym  as  hure  lyf. 

"  Doughter/'  he  seyde,  "  gi'aunt  mercy ! 

"  Of  me  )wu  getes  gret  curtesy."  2296 

Jf  He  com  &  spak  vnto  Ragawe: 

"  Doughter,  sey  me  )?e  so)7e  sawe  : 

"  How  mykel  louestou  me  wy}>  vyll^  ? " 

&  Ragaw  )?oughte  on^  Gonorylle,  2300 

Scheo  seide :  "  ffader,  y  loue  pe  more 


»  Bagau  (but  Ragawe  1. 22d7,  &c. 
below.)    Wace  has  Bagav. 

2  GordiVfe.    iCordiilh,  Wace.) 

3  wold  he. 


*  asked  of. 
^  wh&n  )>a/. 

*  acho  wild  Ivf. 
7  thouht  of. 
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"  pan  al  jnii  in  )ys  werld  euere  woreT' 
"  Doughter,  Jwt  ys  loue  ynow; 
"  pat  louyng  Bchal  be^  for  py  prow." 
jf  He  com  to  Qordylle^  ]Kit  was  ^ongest; 
Of  bofe  J>e  oper  he  loued  hurc  best. 
Scheo  wyste  how  "pat  hure  systres  seyde, 
Of  a  gyle  hit  was  a-breyde. 
"  Doughter,  how  mikel  louest*  pou  me? 
*'  flfader,"  scheo  seyde,  "  y  schal  sey  pe : 
*'  Als  my  &der  y  haue  pe  loued, 
"  And  euere  more  schal  to  be  p?'oued."^ 
.  "  Ne  louest  )h>u*  me  namora,  mi  dere?" 
,  *'  ^ys,  fader,  pon  lyst*  &  here: 
"  Ryght  als  po\x  has,  so  artow  worjiy,  Ue^t 
**  So  mykel  loue  to  pe  owe  y/' 
pat  word  tok  he  yuel  til®  herte, 
He  vnderstod  hit  al  ou6r})werte; 
Scheo  seyd  nought  glosyng  tiP  his  will^, 
Als  Ragaw  dide,  &  OonoriU^ ; 
p^rforc  he  answerd  pus  a-geyn : 
"  Of  me  J^  )?ynkes®  gret  desdeyn, 
'^  &  hast  ^  myn  elde  in  despit ; 
"  Of  myn  for  eu«re  po\i  art  quyt; 
"  pou  seist  nought  as  py  sistren  seis, 
"  pyn  answers  his  nought^®  so  curteyn  ; 
"  perform  y  schaP^  myn  heritage 
"  Gyue  )?y  sistr«s  in  mariage ; 
"  pey  schoP^  depart  hit  )>eym  by-twene, 
"  &  pon  l^er-fro  [go]  quit  &  clene: 
"  Of  pern  alle  y  loued  pe  mest,  ^* 
"  &  now  y  se  pon  loues  me  lest ! " 


2304 

Then  Lear  asks 
Gordylle,  whom 
he  loves  best, 

2308  how  much  she 
loyes  him, 


"  As  my 
2312  father." 

«  No  mote  ?" 
*<  Yes  father, 
10,  back.]  according  to 

2316  yott>'^<M^" 


Lear  takes  this 
on  the  cross, 


2320 


2324 


says  she 
scorns  his  age, 


2328 


and  that  he'll 
divide  his 
heritage 
between  her 
sisters. 


2332 


» J>i  lufyng  saUfalle. 

7  gloaand  to. 

^hifes. 

8  tnnk. 

'  ff  euet  sait  to  be  reproued. 

^has. 

*  Loues  \^. 

'**  of  pin  ansuere. 

»  lieten. 

"  saft. 

6  iff  to. 

^2  chirest  pe  maste. 

F   2 
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Gordylle  leaves 
bim, 


and  he  marries 

(lonorille  to 

the  Scotish 

King, 

and  Regawe  to 

the  Dnke  of 

Cornwall. 


Qordill^  wolde  namore^  Beye, 

Ne  siHue  ageyn,  bot  ^ede  hure  wej'^e; 

Ne  he  ne  saide  namore  til  hire, 

Bot  wente  fro  hure  al  in*  ire.  2336 

In  }>ys  tyme  jwit  J>ey  were  wrothe, 

He  mariede  J>e  opere  doughtres  boj^e ; 

pe  kyng  of  Scotland  Jwt  on  dide  wedde ; 

Hennieis '  of  Comewaille,  Ragaw  horn  ledde ; 

pey  acorded  sAle  at  her  pay  2341 

To  parte  J^  lond  al  by  his  day. 


Gordjlle 


has  DO  pro- 
vision made 
for  her, 


but  sorrows  for 
her  father's 
wrath  more 
than  that. 

The  French 
king, 

Aganyppus, 
hears  of 

Gordylle's 
beanty  and 
wisdom, 


and  aeks  Lear 
for  her. 


T\ame  Gordylle  wij?  wra)?the  sche  went, 

^  Of  many  men  mikel  was  by-ment,* 

})at  sche  liadde  no  warisoun 

Ney)7er  of  rente,  lond,*  ne  toun  ; 

&  he  forbed  hire  lord  to  take  , 

In  his  lond,  for  warison  sake ; 

perfore  he  schamede  hure  ^  soi'e ; 

&  hure  ouer-JK)ughte  ^  mykel  more 

pe  wra|?the  of  hure  fader  j^e  kyng 

Wei  more  ))an  any  oj^er  )?yng.® 

jf  Aganyppus,  J^  kyng  of  ffraunce, 

llerde  speken  of  Gordylles^  chaunce, — 

AUe  men  leyde  on  hure^®  gret  pris 

pcct  sche  was  fair,  curteys,  &  wys, — 

&  jK)uglite  ^yf ^^  he  myght  hure  liaue, 

Al  his  honur  schold  sclie  saueJ* 

He  sente  messegers  to  Leyr, 

To  wedde  his  doughte?*  he  was  in  speyr ;     2360 

Bot  Leyr  had  nought  ^it  forgeten 


2344 


2348 


2352 


2356 


'  no  mare  wild, 

'  he  went  awat/fuft  of, 

'  Hennis. 

*  was  ment, 

5  rent  of  lond,     [leaf  15.] 

•  \>erfor  aschamed  hir  go. 
7  hirforpnvfit. 


'  Jiafi  pe  tynseit    (loss)  of  opet 
thyng, 

»  Oordille, 

*^  fiow  men  said  of  hir, 

"  he  pouht  if. 

*-  ?  MS.  haue,   P.  reads  .wW  scko 
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23G5  but  Aganyppus 
may  have  bcr 
body. 
He  accepts  this, 

2368 


How  lyglitly  sche  had  of  hym  *  leten  2 

Leyr  sent  hym  ageyn  to  seye,  Lear  says  he 

"  His  land  was  gyuen  to  his^  doughtres  tweye ;  SSd^^th°her, 

*'  Hure  body  on  hym  he  vouched  saue ; 

"  WiJ^  hure  nought  elles  myghte  he  haue." 

To  Leyr  he  sente  ^ut  efb  ageyn, 

&  seyde  Leyr*  for  certeyn 

"  pat  he  ne  askede  non  oJ>er  )>yng, 

"  Bot  onlike  his  doughter  ^yng." 

Leyr  yen  graunted  )?em  also  sone;* 

Wi)?  hurc  to  wende  )?ey  made  hem  bone;      2372  and  his  men 

To  schip  yey  wente,  &  vp  )?e  sayl,  sail  off  with 

pey  askede  namore^  apparayl. 

Now  ys  hure  fidle  J?e  fairest  chaunce,Cif.io,bk.,coi.2.j 

Gordyllc  ys  mad  her*  quene  of  ffmunce.      2376  CordyUc,who 

becomes  Queen 
of  France, 

i^enne  J>e^  men  ^ai  kyng  Leyr 

Had  ordeyned  to  ben  his  eyr, 

)?ey  nolde  soffre  hym  nought  to  take, 

Hys  owen  proprc®  for  to  make.  2380 

When*  J?e  Duk  of  Comewaille, 

Al  )?e  sou|?  tyl  hym  gan  taylk; 

Manglant^,^^  J?e  kyng  of  Scotlond, 

pe  north  he  tok  hit  til  ^^  his  hond  ;  2384 

Le>T  was  al  at  j?er  baundoun, 

&  JTey  sette  hym  to  lyucrsoun ;  '* 

pey  sette  hym  honorable  to  be, 

WiJ>  fourty  knyghtes^'  of  meygne.  2388 

Leyr  held  hym  payed  of  jwt  ooueinaitnt  ;'* 

To  holde  hym  ^t,  ^ey  swore  )?e  gntunt. 

jf  Wy)?  Menglantc^  was  Leyr  ^  kyng  Lear  is  treated 
well  at  first, 


Lear  is 

dispossessed  of 
his  land, 


bat  allowed  to 
have  40 
knights. 


^  of  kirn  had. 

'  he  had  gyfen,  hit  hnd  to, 

^^tMhym. 

^  \famalsone, 

'  asked  pet  noH, 

^  U  mad. 

7  Lopo, 


^  awen  prcptr. 

^Hewfn. 

w  Megian. 

1^  north  toke  to. 

*3  liueriwH. 

^  ei  cinquante  cheoaUers,  Wace. 

"  wot  payed  ofptU  conanti 
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bat  then  his 
allowances 


and  attendants 
are  cut  down. 
Gonerille  com- 
plains  of 


her  father  s 
dotage  and  his 
followers, 


and  sends  away 
10  of  his 
knights. 


No^a. 


fful  wel  serued  atte  J?e  comyng;^  2392 

Sone  afterward  J?ey  fiUede  of*  Leyre, 

&  dide  his  liu^re  for  to  apeire. 

After  )?e  peirement  ^  of  his  liu6?^, 

Were  abated  of  his  meyne ;  2396 

pe  quene,  his  doughter  Qonorilk, 

Hur6  )?oughte  most  scorn  &  ille 

Of  J?e  meyne  hure  fader  held ; 

Gret  outrage  scheo  hit  held.  2400 

Sche  sej'^de  vntil  Manglanti«, 

**  ffolyly*  hold  we  J^is  meyne  Jms, 

"  pat  mykel  }?yng  al  day  notes; 

"  &  my  &der  in  elde  dotes  2404 

"  To  halde*^  swylk  a  squierye, 

"  &  gret  eostage  in  ryotrye. 

"  perfore  y  rede,  do)?  als  y  seye,  . 

"  Lat  somme  of  hem  go  ®  ]fer  weye/'  2408 

pen  was  ordeyned  to  lesse  J^r  men ; 

Of  fonrty  knyghtes  abated^  ten. 

pen  was  sire  Lejrres  rente  abated ; 
.  He  auaimsed  first  hure  ]7at  hym  hated ;       2412 
.  Scheo  was  first  maried  of  alle, 
.  And  first  dide  scheo  his  honur  falle. 
•  Alas  !  to  fewe  ®  childre  men  fynde, 
.  pat  ben  to  feder  &  moder  kyude !  2416 


licar  dislikes 
this, 


De  ing^titudine  fOiBiiw^^  ft  planctapa^eorte^/^^  Leyr. 

vfow  gynnes  Leyr  to  myslyke ; 

"  Sone/*  he  seyde,  "  ^ey  gynne  me  swyke 
"  flfro  myn  aboue®  y  am  put  lowe, 
"  &  ^it  8cha[l]  more^®  wyj^ynne  a  )7rowe*     2420 


1  gynnyng. 

^  AJtex  apeyrment, 

^fimly  (?  foTfonly,  foolishly). 

»  hold,  ^itmo/pise  gojbrth. 


7  MS.  abyde  U.    abaUd,  P.     (30 
are  left,  see.  1.  2428.) 
•  Alias  fo. 

^US.ahne.    aboue,1?. 
^^  yit  more. 
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2428 


"  Myn  dper  doughter  wyl  y  proue, 

"  pey  Boheo  be^  wrdp  to  my  byhoue;" 

&  dight  hym  wy]?  his  apparaille 

To  wende*  in  to  Corno-waiUe.  2424 

He  dwelt  nought  ^r  fiillyk'  a  jer, 

pat  )^y  ne  made  hym  gret  daunger, 

&  lessede  his  knyghtes  &^  oper  men : 

Of  Jnitty  }?ey  abated  ten, 

And  ^it  of  twenty  abated  fyue ; 

pen  wold  Leyr  han  ben  of  lyue ;  ^ 

*'  Alas  I "  he  seyde,  "  y  hider  cam  I 

"  Ifro  wycke  vntil  wore  y  nam." 

To  Gonorille  a-gayn  he  ^ede, 

He  wend  sohe  wold  heue  mended"^  his  nede, 

Haue  gyuen  hym  als  soheo  hadde^  byforn, 

Sche  swor  by  god  jwt  hura  leet®  be  born,  2436 

pat  soheo  ne  wolde,  day  ne  nyght, 

Halde  bot  hym  &  a  knyght 


and  resolves  to 
try  Regaw. 


He  goes  to 
Cornwall, 


and  there  his 
knights  are 
reduced  to  20, 
and  then  to  15. 


Lleafll.J 

2432 


So  he  goes 
back  to  Gono- 
rille,  thinking 
she'll  give  him 
30  knights 
again, 

but  she'll  only 
allow  him  one. 


if  Lamentaoio  Begis  Leyr. 

uenne  bygan  Leyr  to  sorewe, 

&  ment  his  mone  euen  &  morwe ; 
pe  grete  richesse  he  hadde  byforn, 
Al  was  a-weye  &  y-lom : 
"  To  longe  a  lyue  haue  y  be,^ 
"  pat  euere  scholdy  J?ys  day  se! 
'*  Ensample  of  ^^  me  men  may  take, 
"  &  wamyng  of  sibbe,^*  for  my  sake ! 


LMri«m«ata 
2440  ^  liA'A  o<^> 


2444 


*  wHt  8cho  U  worth* 

*  jr  *oenl  him, 

^  had  not  bene  \>€t/vtty, 
*his. 

*  0e  trente  homes  Tont  mis  k 

diz, 
Puis  le  misrent  de  dix  i  cine. . 
TFocf^p.  91,L  1940-7. 


«  waU  ammd.     [leaf  15,  back.] 
"f  (uhe  had, 
^  suore  )>a(  god  lete  hir, 
>  Now  ouet  long  o  fyue  htf  ./« 
bene* 

^^ffifrbUen  bi. 
^^f^  warned  be* 
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and  reproaches 
Fortune  for  her 
changeableness, 


She  turns  down 
the  high,  turns 
up  the  low ; 

and  honour  or 
dishonour  fol- 
lows her  look. 


Lear's  friends 
have  gone  with 
his  riches ; 


his  ill-fortune 
began  when  he 
blamed  Qor- 
dylle  for  her 
truth, 


and  was  angry 
with  her. 


Y  hadde  lichessc ;  now  baue  y  non ! 

My  wyt  &  al  myn  help  ^  ys  gon  !  244!8 

Lady  fforfcune,  po\x  art  cfaaungable; 

O  day  art  \>on  neuere  stable ; 

No  man  may  of  \fe  aflye, 

pou  tu?'ne8  hym  doun  Jwt  er  was  beyc;   2452 

pat  now  ys  doun,  vpward  Jwu  tu7'nes ; 

WyJ?  )?e,  nys  non  Jwt  he  ne  moumes ; 

Bot  yere  \>o\x  gyuest  yy  loue  lokyng/, 

He  ys  worschiped  als  a  kyng;  2456 

&  whom  Jwu  tu7'nest  \fy  lokyng  fro, 

Sone  ys  he  doune  yn  sorewe  &  wo ; 

pe  vnkynde  \fOu  wilt  vp  reyse, 

pe  kynde  Jwu  puttest  to  meseysey ;  2460 

WyJ?  kyng  &  eri,  when  J?e  myslikes, 

per  wel)?e  a-wey  to  wo  j^u  strykes. 

When  y  had  god^  &  welj^e  ynow, 

pen  fondy  frende  fat  to  me  drow;'  2464 

Now  pouerte  ys  put  me  byforn, 

pat  al  l^er  sight  fro  *  me  ys  lorn ; 

per  loue  sehold  lange  to  me*  )?orow  ryght, 

pcet  schewe  me  of  loue  ^  semblaunt  ne  syght. 

Dame  fortune,  \>y  lonely  lok  2469 

&  yy  gode  willc  fi'o  me  j^ou  tok, 

When  y  blamed  my  doughter  ^yng, 

&  'gaf  no  kepe  til  hure  keTinyng/,  2472 

pat  seyde  me  so)?  apertely : 

*  Als  y  had,  so  was  y  worthy, 

*  And  also  mykel  scheo  loued  me :' 

Scheo  seide  bettere  |»n  y  cou)?  se;  2476 

Hure  word  nojjyng  y  ne  vndestod, 
But  mad  me  wroji:  y  cout^e  no  god, 


*  jr  m^  happe,  P.  omits  the 
next  fourteen  lines,  which  are,  how- 
ever, in  Wace  (p.  92-3),  and  are 
taken  more  or  lesa  firom  Boethius, 
de  Qmsohtione, 


'  mjffrendu  vnto  nufiMt  damht 

^^mddUmg^  to, 
«  M'  mak  qfhif. 
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"  Y  parceyued  nought  what  was  huw  tent, 

'*  Bot  now  fele  y  wel  what  scheo  ment ;      2480 

"  Y  fele  hit  we[l]  J?e  soJto  hit  endes; 

•*  Whyder  may  y  now  to  seke  my  ^  irendes  ? 

**  lyf  y  seke  hure  for  any  frame, 

"  pey  sche  me  weyue,  scheo  nys^  to  blame, 

"  ffor  y  defended  hurc  my  lond,  2485 

"  Ne  nought  hurc  gaf,  ne  hurc '  ne  fond ; 

"  Naj^eles,  hure  wol  y  seke, 

. "  Y  fond  hure  euere  god  and  meke ; 

, "  Wisdam  sche  has  me  ytaught, 

, "  Wysdam  schal  make  hure  wi)?  me  saught ; 
"  jyi  y  may  nought  bryng  hure  )?erto, 
**  Wors  )win  ]fe  opere  may  sche  nought  do ;  2492 
"  Scheo  seyde*  a  j^yng  y  scha[l]  now  proue, 
"  *  Als  hure  ffader  scheo  wolde  me  loue ;  *  for  she  pro- 

-  &  als  scheo  seyde,  proue  schal  y  ISTt^fiSTer. 

. "  Hire  kyndenesse  &  hure  curtesy."  2496 


Nevertheleas 
^he(Lear)wiU 
Cle.fll.ool.2.]3eekher, 
2489 


lyhen  Leyr  had  louge  sore  syked, 
Hys  mone  ment,  &  myslyked; 
He  dighte  hym,  als  of  chaunce, 
Bight  ouer  ^  se  for}>  into'  ffraunce. 
yp  at  Calays^  he  hauene^  hent, 
To  }>e  quene  priuely  he  sent; 
At  a  cite  he  abod, 
Whyle  a  man  his^  message  rod, 
&  telde  )?e  quene  al  hys  cas, 
And  how  he  vp  aryued  was; 
How  hys  dough tres  had  wy)?  hym  wrought, 
^  Al  his  meschef,  furgat  pie]  ^  nought. 


Lear 


2600  sails  to  France, 

lands  at  Calais, 

and  sends  to 
tellQordylle 

2504 


2508  all  his  mis* 
fortunes. 


1  mojf  I  to  itke  me, 

'  fr  9cho  me  wejfue  $cko  nes» 

^  Ne  ntmhlIg^fhir.[]tl5thk^o(AX'} 

^Heeaid. 

*  jr  otier  >e  se  ke/erde  to, 

•  Chams,  MS.  da  Boi>  27;  KaieU, 


MS.  Cot.  Vitel.  A  z. }  Chain,  MS. 
de  Ste.  Qen.  T.  fo.  10;  Wa6e,  p.  95. 

7  At  kaUU  vp  heuen  he, 

*  tiU  a  man  ^ 

'  mischtfeforgate  he. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


90 


GOBDELU  TAKES  UP  LEAB'S  CAUSE. 


jf  De  gratitudine  Oordylle. 


Gordille 


sends  all  she 
has  to  her 
father,  tells 
him  to  dress, 
come  to  her, 

and  then  warn 
the  King  of  his 
coming. 


Lear  apparels 
himself  fitly, 


and  announces 
his  arriral  to 
the  King  of 
France, 

who  welcomes 
him, 


and  orders 
honour  to  be 
paid  to  him. 


King  Aga- 
nyppus  also 
takes  up  Lear's 
cause, 

lands  with  an 
army  In 
Britain, 


and  makes  Lear 
king  again. 


Gordille,  when  sche  wyste  J^e  pleynt, 
.  Knve  {aire  colour  gan  wex  al  *  feynt 

Al  )>at  scbeo  had  yn  hure  power, 

Scheo  bitaught  hit  |7e  messeger,  2512 

&  bad  hym  go  hym  forte  atyre 

WyJ7  honur,  to  oome  &  speke  wij?  hire; 

"  Bot  byforn  sendee^  my  lord  J?e  kyng, 

"  &  wame  hym  of  his  comyng."  2516 

pe  messager  spedde  hym  swyj>e, 

&  broughte  Leyr  tydyng  blyue; 

Vntyl  snoper  cyte  he  ^ede, 

&  dight  hym  al  ]fat  hym  was  nede.  2520 

When  he  was  dight  at  hys  wylle, 

To  )7e  kyng  he  sent,  &  to  Gordylle, 

pat  he  was  ryued  y  J>at  contre, 

To  speken  J7e  kyng,  &  his  doughter  se.         2524 
.  jf  When  he  wyst  pat  Leyr  schold  come, 

Agaynes  hym  ful  faire  J?ey  nome, 

&  fair  receyues  hym  afom'  ^  quen 

Als  a  man  he  hadde  nought  seen:  2528 

He  comaimded  yn  hys  kynedam 

To  worschipe  hym  where  Jwt  he  cam. 

When  he  had  dwelled  longe  space, 

&  telde  how  his  doughtres  dide  him  chace,  2532 

Sire  Aganyppus  was  curteys; 

He  samned  an  ost  of  his  firannceysi 

&  comen  wyj^  Leyr  ouer  J>e  se 

To  helpe  to  wynne  a-gayn  his  fe.  2536 

Gordille  wij?  hure  fiwler  went, 
,  Wyl?  leue  of  hure  lord  his  host  had  sent. 

pe  dukes  sone  byforn  hem  J?ey  fond, 

pey  slowe  pem.  bo}?e,  &  wonne  J?e  lond*         2640 

pre  ^er  after  was  he  kyng, 


'  gan  ait  to. 


'  biforhand  tend. 


•ybf.     [leafW.] 
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In  ful  seysyne  made^  hys  endyng; 

Dame  Gordyll^  he  made  his  heyr; 

In  Leycestrd  ache  leyde  hure  fiider  Leyr,      2544 

In  a  temple  solempnely; 

pe  temple  highte  temple  lany. 

Sone  after  fel  )?e  chaunce'  Jm^,  [leaf  ii,  back.] 

Deide  hure  lord  Aganyppns*  2548 

In  hnre  wydewehod  sche  had  pe  honur 
.  ffyue  ^er  als  conquerroun* 

Hire  two  ustres  had  two  sones ; 
.How  ]7ey  dide^  )7e  story  mones:  2552 

GonoriHes  sone  highte  Mongan/ 
.  pat  oper  Condage,  a  noble  man. 

When  pyn  Morgan  and  yyn  Condage^ 
,  Waxen  wer«,  &  of  age,  2556 

To  Gordyll6  pey  gaf  bataiUe. 
'&  scheo  ageyn  dyde  hem  tmuaille. 

fBrst  were  pey  boJ?e  oueroomen, 

&  at  J?e  laste  Gordilltf  was*  nomen,  2560 

And  held  hire  longe  in  per  prison, 

ffor  hure^  myght  go  no  raunson. 

When  no  raunson  myght  for  hure^  go, 

Har6^  self  for  sorewe  dide  sohe  slo»  2564 


In  tbree  yean 
Lear  dies, 
(making  Gor- 
dylle  his  heir), 
and  is  buried 
in  Leicester. 


Then  Aga- 
njppos  dies> 

and  Crordylle 
reigns  5  years, 

till  her  two 
nephews, 

Morgan  and 
Condage, 


take  her,  and 
keep  her  in 
prison 


till  she  slays 
henell 


JT  Eze  ttatreB  dinidemi^t  regtium. 

Wha[nJ  pai  Condage  &  Morgan® 
Of  Gordylle  pua  pB  land  wan, 
Condage  tok  (als  hym  ]n)iighte  best) 
Oner  Humber  po  Northwest. 


Condage  takes 
Northumbria ; 


2568 


*  pUnere  seisen, 
'  >a/  chance  feU, 

3  Not  in  MS.  du  Roi,  27  j  but  four 
other  French  MSS.  hare  **  Puis  a 
**  cinq  ana  tenu  Ponor.'*  Witce,  p. 
98. 

*  ChnoriU  wh  hight  Morgan^ 


*  Gnedagius,   Waccy    p.    98,    1. 
2108. 

'  Mr, 

8  Margan  (like  Wace  and  Geof- 
frey, and  henceforth  to  line  M99.) 
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MORGAN  INVADES  CONDAGE'S  LAN0. 


Morffftn, 
SoatL 


,the 


Bat  soon 
Morgan  is  in- 
cited by  evil 
fellowB 


to  seise  his 
cousin's  land. 


He  crosses  the 
Homber,  and 
barns  and  robs. 
Condage  calls 
oat  his  host, 

and  Morgan 
flees 


into  Wales. 

Condage 
foUows, 


penne  Morgan  )?e  South  ches, 

&^  two  ^er  J?ey  helde  Jto  lond  yn  pes ; 

Bot  Couetyse  )>at  neu^re  restes^ 

Yenym  amonges  men  hit  kestes.  2572 

Morgan  hadde  enuiouse  felawes, 

pttt  wyckedly  seyde  til  hym  sawes; 

pern  were  leuere  werre  )?an  pes. 

He  lystned  hem,  &  pat  he  ches.  2576 

pus  pey  seyde  vntil  Morgan, 

"  pat*  Jk>w  art  eldest,  &  baldest  man, 

"  &  hast*  bot  half,  &  jit  pe  leste ; 

"  &  he  ys  jongest,  &  ha|?*  pQ  meste,  2580 

"  And  JTctt  ys  al  J^yn  owen  gylt. 

"  pou  may  haue  hit  al  jyf  )>at  po\x  wilt ; 

'*  To  ride,  jyf  Jwt  po\x  wile  bygynne, 

*•'  &  al  *  }7e  lond[e]  myght  J^ou  wynne  ;         2584 

"  pou  getest^  folk  wyJ?oute  noumbre 

"  To  sese  JTe  londe  by-jonde  Humbre. 

"  jyf  Jwu  bygynne  forto  ryde, 

"  Condage  schal  nought  J?e  abyde."  2588 

Morgan  dide  atte  her^  conseille 

&  wroughte  hym  self  to  wrclper  haylle ; 

He  passed  Humber,  destruyed  pe  lond, 

Brente  &  robbed  al  pat  he  fond.  2592 

f[  Condage  herde  hit  sone  seye ; 

He  dighte  his  host  to  stoppe  hys  weye 

Morgan  herd  telle  pat  Condage 

Com  wip  gret  host  &  outrage;  -  2596 

He  tt^med  bak,  &  gan  to  fle 

South,  fro  contre  to  contre. 

ffer  yn  to  Walys  fled  Morgan ; 

&  Condage  folewed,  &  hym  oucr-ran.  2600 


*  bot,     [teari6,ooLS.] 

3)iaMeftoat 

•has. 

^  he  ymgere  jr  has. 


•getis. 
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jf  De  morte  Morgan  -per  cantomeliam. 

And  ^r  yn  Walys  Morgan  slow,    [leaf  n.bitcv.coi.  2.]  siaye  Morgan, 
porow  hit  hap  pat  }?e  name  now,  No/a. 

"  Clow  Morgan  "  ^  ys  now  )>e  name, 
fTor  Morgan  deide  in  Jiat  same.  2604 


If  Condageos  Bex. 

pen  had  a1,  sire  Condage,  and  rules 

pe  lond  holyk«  in  heritage  ;  ^^"  ^ 

prytty  wynter  was  he  kyng, 
In  pes  he  made  his  endyng.  2608 


fl[  De  proph^/is  ft  Bomolo.  Tsayas 

jf  In  his  tyme  was  Isaye,  while  Isaiah 

&  preched  J>enne  pe  prophecie  ;  and  HoMa 

&  ^e  prophete  Osee,  ^^^  ^' 

Y  pat  tyme  ]ian  *  lyuede  he  ;  2612 
And  l>e  Emp^rour  Romulus  andRomulas 

ff    I.-     1.     t.         •       T>  andRemos 

&  his  brop^  8ir6  Remus, 

py^e  two  brethere  made  Rome,  b«ildBome. 

per  holy  chirchc  gyue)?  J?e*  dome;  2G16 

pre  hundred  ^er  &  foure  score  So  England  had 

&  seuentene,  }ms  fer*  byfore  JSS?^^^ 

Regned  kynges  y  )^is  landes 

Ar  Rome  wer  set  be?*  hit  now  standes.  2620  ^^o'«  Kome 

'  was  bnilt 


1  Fr.  Marge;  that  is,  Margate  in  1       >  |>a/  tyme.    [leaf  16. bick.] 
Kent !  says  de  Lincy.    Wace.  i.  100.  I       *  kirk  gife$  his. 
^holy.  I       ^feit.     [NotinGeoffhsyJ 
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THE  KINQS  OF  BBITAIK  A9TEB  CONBAGE. 


ThenCondage's 
soii|  Byyal^ 
reigns  ; 

and  in  his  time 
it  rains  bloDd, 

and  there  is  a 
plague  of  flies. 


if  EymaiUx. 

After  J^e  kynges  tyme^  Condage, 

Byual  his  sone  tok^  )>6  heritage, 
pre  dayes  jn  his  [tyme]  reyned  blod-— 
Y  ne  wot  why,  ne  vndestod, — 
&  wox  so  mykel  mynde  of  flyes, 
Men  deide  by  gates  *  &  by  styes : 
Alle  men  hadde  peroS  gret  drede 
Tyl  hit  sesede  &  ouer  ^ede. 


2624 


2628 


Then  reign 
Oargustius. 

Cycyllius, 


Lago, 

and  Garbodian, 
whose  two  sons, 

Ferrex  and 

Porrex, 

are  ever  at 
strife 


jif  Ckurgogtiiui  Sex. 

After  J>e  kjmges  tyme  RyuaJ, 

Gargustiu^^  his  sone  had  al ; 
After  J?is*  Oargustius, 
Regned  his  sone  Cycyllius; 
&  after  J?e  kyng  Oydlly, 
Was  Lago  kyng,  his  cosyn  ney;® 
After  Lago  was  Kynmar^  kyng, 
Cysillies  sone,  &  had  )»  J^ynge. 
After  Kynmare  regned  J?an 
Hys  sone,  )?at  highte  Garbodian.^ 
Garbodyan®  had  two  sones, 
fful  enemys,  )?at  ^it  men®  mones ; 
pe  eldest  he  hight  sire  fferreus, 
pat  oper  men  calde  Porreus; 
Might  J?er  neuei'e  pes  be  J?eym  bytwene 
In  non  acord,  bot  euere  tene. 


Bex 

Bex 
Bex 


Bex 


2632 


2636 


2640 


2644 


»  >i«  kyng. 

'  bi  strete. 

*  GurguBiiuSy  P.  and  Wace. 

^  \>\8f  P.    his  sone,  Lam. 


6  kjfng  <myn  gurgusti, 

7  Rimar,  Waoe,  p.  109,  I.  21  §4: 
KinmarcuSf  Geofflrey. 

8  Oorbodian  (^Gorbodiabo.Wnce.) 
'of. 
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pe  while  ^  )>er  fader  wa«  on  lyue, 
ffor  J>e  royalme  gon  "pey  to  stryue ; 
*A1  Jm/^s  )?ey  ferde  wij?  gret  enuye, 
Whilk  scholde  haue  )>e  seignurie.^ 
Porrex  was  ^ongeat,*  &  most  felon, 
His  ]7ought  was  ay  vpon  treson 
Where-J^orow  he  moughte*  his  hv6\^er  slo. 
pat  oj^er  herd  Jwt,  dide  hym  to  go*  [leaf  12.] 
ffor)?  in  to  ffraunce,  for  doute  of  gyle. 
pe  king  Syward  he  serued  a  while, 
&  gadered  Jier  god®  party; 
Wiy  sohipes  com  oner  baldely, 
&  til  his  hToper  gaf  batailk. 
And  deyde  sone,  hit  myght  nought  vaill^, 
Bot  at  ]7e  firste  was  he  slayn, 
&  al  his  folk,  knyght  &  swayn. 
ludon,  'per''  moder,  herde  wel  how 
pat  J7e  ton  ]?at  oJ?e[r]®  slow; 
Scheo  louede  mykel  J^e  slayn  hroyer^ 
&  dedlyk^  hated  sche  pal  o)?er; 
,  ffor  als  vnkyndely  as  J?ey  wrought, 
,  perfore  vnkyndenesse^®  sche  j7ought. 
A  nyght  hure  sone  to  bedde  was  gon, 
On  hym  com  his  moder  ludon; 
Ilk  of  hure  maydones,  a  knyf  she  bar, 
Porrex  proie  a  two  sche  schar. 
And  on  peces  hym  al  to-hewe;^^ 
Swylk  a  vengaunce  noman  knewe : 
Longe  was  spoken  of  J^is^*  chaunce, 


2648  for  the  mastery. 

Porrex  is 
treacherous ; 


2652  so  Ferrex  goes 
away  to  France, 


where  he  gets  a 
2656  P*'^  ^^fi^^®""' 
and  inyades 

England, 

2660  ^^^  ^^  ^4  *" 
his  are  slain. 

When  lodon, 
the  mother  of 
Ferrex,  whom 
she  loved,  hears 
2664  ^^  ^*  death, 


she  goes  at 
oaaQ  night  to  her  son 
^^^^  Porrex's  bed, 

and  cuts  his 
throat  in  two, 
and  him  all  to 
2672  pieces. 


^  towhiU, 

2-2  not  in  P. 

3  eldest  (wrongly;  see  line  2642.) 

*  i>er  ^h  he  thouhL 

^  En  France  oltre  mer  8*eniui. 

Wace,  p.  103. 


'f  his.  (Luclon  lor  mere,  Wace : 
Widen,  Geoffrey.) 

*  pe  (offer, 

9  dedely, 

'*  an  imkynes. 

"  MS.  alto  hewe.  P.  better,  ait  to 
he  we. 

*-  men  spak  ofptit. 
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FIVE  KINGS  QUAEREL  FOB  BKITAIN. 


No  direct  heir 
being  lefk, 


the  land  falls 
to  fi^e  kiDffs, 
who  fight  for 
fbrty  years 


lawlessly. 


Of  ludon^  &  of  have  vengaunce. 
ff  When  Jiyse  hreper  Jnis  werre  bygon,* 
Eyr  of  blod  was  ^er  non 
pat  oughte  liaue'  ^  lie^itage. 
Was  ]?er  non  left  of  ryght  lynage ; 
Bot  to  fiyue  kynges  )>ey  lefte*  )?e  lond, 
•  pat  fourty  wynW  )?e  werre  fond ; 
Ilk  of  J>em  jTat  most  was  of  myght,*^ 
Bynam  }?at  o)>er  of  his  right ;  • 
Mesiire  ne  lawe,  ne  held  no  man, 
Bot  whoso  myghte,  of  o)ier  wan ; 
pat  rycchest  were,  most  bar  )>em  stout. 
In  loue  ne  in  lawe^  wold  noTi  of  hem  lout. 


2676 


2680 


2684 


Cloten,  duke  of 
Cornwall,  is 
the  nearest  in 
blood, 


and  his  son. 


Doughty 
Donwal, 


f  Diuisio  r^^. 

uai  tyme  in  Scotlond  regned  Stater; 

In  Logers  was  Jtc  kyng  Pyncer;®  2688 

Budak  was  kyng  of  WaJsche  men ; 
&  Comewaille  had  J?e  duk  Cloten. 
Cloten  of  kynde  was  next  of  alle 
To. wham  J>e  heritage  sholde  falle;  2692 

Bot  for  )>e  oJ>er  were  most  of  myght, 
pey  gaf  nought  of  al  his  ryght. 
pys  duk  Cloten  hadde  a  child, 
,  A  doughti  bacheler  &  a  wyld ;  2696 

pat  tyme  was  he  man  most  worj^y, 
&  ffayr  waxen,  &  wel  an  hey; 
"Donwal  doughti "•  was  his  name. 
Of  curtesey  had  he  J>e  fame,  2700 


1  LucUm,  Wace,  p.  104. 

'  m^hi  haf, 

<  UUfyue  kptget, 

^  nuut  mffght, 

^  p€  powere  of  his  m^ht. 


7  In  lawe  ne  luf, 

»  Piguer,  Wace,  L  2250,  p.  105. 

'  Donvalomolintu,  Wace ;  Done- 
walmolus,  MS.daRoi,  7515B-3,  Colh. 
ib.  IhtnwaUo  MofmutiuSf  Geof- 
frey. 
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Ouei*  ]>ejm  alle  paased  his  powei:; 
ffor  first  he  slow  Jto  kyug  Pyncer, 
&,  seysed  ]7e  lond  til  his  byhoue. 
Vpon  Stater  ^it  wolde  he  proue ; 
WyJ?  force  of  armes  he  gan  to  ride, 
Stater  &  Rudak  he  J>ought  to  byde. 
Rudak  &  Stater  herde  so^  seye, 
pey  swor^  to-gydere  on  hym  to  deye. 


slays  the  kiDg 
of  Logers, 

2704  and  then  re- 
solves to 
attack  Stater, 
king  of  Scot- 
land, and 
Rudak,  king  of 

2708  Wales; 


f  Bespice  DonwaXem  Conqn66torem.rieafu,ooi.2.] 

Ageyn  Donwal  J^ey  broughte  per  host, 
,  In  to  halues,*  by  diuerse  cost ; 
Rudak  of  Waly s  had  \Hxt  o '  syde ; 
Toward  J^e  northe  Stater  gan  ride;  2712 

pey  brente  &  slowe,  nought  wolde  J>ey  spar^, 
Of  castel  &  toun  J7ey  made  bare. 
Donwal*  herde  his  lond  \fey  wasted, 
He  dighte  his  host,  &  to  pern  hasted; 
He  mette  wij^  hem,  and  dide  hem  stande, — 
pey  were  in  feld  J>ritty  |>ousande; 
Gret  noise  at  her  samny[n]g  was,* 
WiJ>  trompe  &  taber,  &  horn  of  bras,*—       2720 
&  grete  strokes,  &  sore  sette, 
Wer  gyuen  when  J>ey  to-gedere  mette, 
Helm  pOTOw  smyten,  &  many  a  scheld,* 
Many  a  knyght  was  feld  in  feld,*  2724 

Of  many  hauberks  was  hewen  \e  maille* 
Longe  ^y  stode,  &  gaf  bataille  ;* 
Non  wyste  ho  scholde  haue^  )?e  maystri, 
pe  parties  were  bo)?e  so  doughti.  2728 

Donewal  was  werreour  god, 
Hym  ouerjK>ughte^  J?ey  so  wel  stod  ; 


but  they,  in- 
stead, invade 
him. 


and  ravage 
his  land. 


2716  'OonwnX 

marches  to 
meet  them, 


and  a  fierce 
fight  follows, 


with  doubtful 
result, 

til  the  artful 
Donwal 


'  son, 

^  tuo  parties. 

^Peto, 

*  Donvale,  Wact, 


^  P.  omits  these  lines. 
^  wist  who  suld  haf, 
7forpouht. 


Q 
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DONWAL  KILLS  STATER  AND  RUDAK. 


picks  oat  600 
of  his  tried 
men, 


arms  them 
like  their 
enemies, 


takes  them  into 
the  enemies' 
lines, 


as  part  of  their 
host, 

gets  close  to 
the  kings,  and 


suddenly  slays 
hoth  of  them 
(Rudak  and 
Stater). 


Then  his  men 
resume  their 
own  arms, 

join  their 
own  host. 


Sex  hundred  of  hyse  he  colede^  out 

pat  proued  were,  hardy  &  stout;  2732 

•  He  dide  "per  ormes  al  doun  leye 
.  Pryuely  biside  ]>g  weye, 

&  armed  ]7em  on  aHe  manure 

Als  here  enemis  armes  were,  2736 

.per  scheldes  toke,  helm  &  gleyue, 
.  peyr  enemyes  forto  deseyue. 
,  pey  diden  alle  at  his  auys, 
.  &  toke  J7e  armes  of  J^ere  enemis  *  2740 

.pat  leyen  dede,  wyj?  here'  queyntise, 
.  &  dight  hem  on  her  enemys  wyse. 

Donewal  saide,  "comes  alle.wy)?  me, 

"&  Jrider  as  y  go,  so  schol*  ^e."  2744 

pey  ^ede  spiande  her  &  J^er 

In  what  bataille  )?e  kynges  wer; 

When  J>ay  wyste  alle  at  ones, 

Trauersed  ]^m  for  ye  nones  2748 

Als  J?ey  had  ben  of  ^  J^eyr  party, 

&  fifyde  by  side  ryden  hym  by;® 
.  pe  kynges  to  ]>em  gaue  no  tent, 
.  Bot  for)>  in  here  bataille  went.  2752 

"  Haue  at ! "  seyd  Donwal,  "  now  ys  leyser !  "  ^ 

&  seysede  Rudak  &  Stater, 

&  boJ?e  at  ones  ]>eym  lyghtly  slow, 

&  of  'pat  pres  ]?cm  smartly  drow,  275  G 

&  caste  per  armes  of,  pe  vnknowen,® 

And  armede  hem  eft  wyj?  here  owen. 

When  J?ey  hadde  J^er  armes  nomen, 

And  to  )?er  host  agoyn  were  comen,  2760 


*  weledhe.  {Cole,  cuW,  Ti.cofh'gere; 
tre/c,  Old  reel,  velga ;  O.  11.  Germ. 
wellen,  choose :  Stratmann.) 

*  of  armes  of  his. 
3  j-  ait  |»er. 
*san. 


^  ov.     [leaf  17,  col.  2.] 
*  \>am.  hie. 

^  IVis     sVscria  :       feres, 
[strike] .    Wace,  p.  1 07. 
^  vnknawen  ....  axcen. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PONWALS  QUIET  BEIQN  AND  HIS  LAWS. 


99 


ffaste  pey  fullen  opo  }?em*  alle, 
pat  sone  j^cr  force  gan  doun  falle ; 
pat  dper  side  stod  nought^  in  stour, 
ffor  fey  had  lost^  per  goxxemoitr;  2764 

pey  fledde  to  wode  &  to  mountaynes, 
ifor  slayn  were  peyr  cheuentaynes. 
Whan  Donewal  hadde  pe  maistrie,        [leaf 
Hys  pes  he  dide  bit  sette  &  crye, 
pat  Bo  god  pes  was  neuere  or, 
Ne  }>erafter  schal  namor.* 
A  coroune  of  gold  he  dyde  hym  make, 
Swylk  on  neue^'e  for  kynges  sake 
Was  in  Bretaigne  wrought  byfom, 
Ne  on  kynges  heued  set  ne  bom. 
He  stabled  swylk  pes  &  gryth, 
&  wy)?  his  sel  confermed'*  wy)?,  277G 

pc^t  ylka  temple  &  ilk  cite 
Schold  haue  &;  holde^  );ys  dignite, 
pat  jif  a  man  had  don  trespa«, 
Robbed,  or  slayn,  or  oper  cas, 
^yf  he  tyl  a  temple  cam 
.  Er  men  hym  wi)?  handes  nam/ 
Or  to  a  cite  go  J?an  his  weye, 
Non  yuel  scholde  men  til  hym  eft  seye  f 
&  also  to  hem  pai^  at  plowes  ^ede, 
^yf  any  man  dede  hem  yuel  dede,'^ — 
oyer  til "  market  jyf  on  schold  go, 
^yf  men  dide  hem  any  wo,  2788 

Hit  was  teld^*^  for  felonye, 
&  wor)?y  was ''  )?er-fore  to  deye. 


and  put  the 
enemy  to  flight. 


12,  back.]  Donwal  then 
fx^jr*^  establishes  a 
^7 DO  fijm  peace, 


has  a  grand 
oKt79  crown  of  gold 
^t  •  ^  made  for  him. 


and  ordains 


that  if  a  cnlprit 

9»7«n  *^  ^^^^  ^ 
^lO\)  any  temple  or 

city 

before  he  if 
caught, 

2784  he  shall  go 
quit. 

Also,  that  any 
injury  to  an 
agriculturist 


shall  be  felony, 
and  punished 
irith  death. 


^folowcd  on  \>am. 
-  stoute  (bad  reading). 

*  neuer  more. 

*  conformed  it, 

«  giUd  haf^  Aald.        ?  MS.  nan. 


^  of  iff  suld  no  man  to  him  say, 

^  to  \>Vit  (qui  as  carues,  Wace). 

^*' did  Hie  dede. 

^^  or  to.     D«if  17,  back.] 

'-^  told, 

'3  were. 

G   2 
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BELYN  AND  BBENNE  DIVIDE  ENGLAND. 


DoDwal  dies  at 
London,  after 
40  years  reign, 


and  his  sons 
Bel}m  and 
Brenne  suc- 
ceed him. 


Brenne  holds 
all  Northum- 
brian 

up  to  Caithness, 
ofBelyn, 

and  is  to  do 
homage  for  it 

Belyn  has  the 
rest  of  England, 
and  Wales ; 
and  for  five 
years  they 
live  in  peace. 
But  strife  and 
coTetousness 

Nota. 

rise  alway  in 
the  North, 
as  the  common 
saw  is. 


flTourfcy  wynter  was  he  kyng; 

At  London  he  made  his  endjng;  2792 

A  temple  yere  dide  he  make 

ffor  J?e  pes  &  concordes  sake ; 

In  ^i  temple  mad  for  pat  pes 

Was  he  ]eyd,  &  )>ere  he  ches.  2796 

Of  hym  were  two  noble  sones^ 
.  Als  }?e  story  of  )>em  mones : 

Belyn  \>e  eldest,  pat  o)?er  Brenne ; 
.  Donewal  per  fader,  God  y  bykenne.  2800 

jf  Diuisio  Regni  int^r  Beljmim  &  Breimum. 

T>elyn  and  Brenne  parted  J?e  lond 
.  -^  On  )?ys  mancre,  als  y  hit  fond  : 

Brenne  schold  of  Belyn  holde 

His  lond,  fro  Humber  northward  he  tolde ;  2804 

Ilk  del  in-tyl  Katenesse^ 

Held  Brenne  of  Belyn,  more  ne  lesse; 

Seruise  schold  he  do  per  fore. 

He  &  hyse  for  euere  more.  2808 

Belyn  held  til  his  paHie, 

Logers,*  Wales,  &  Comubye. 

So  )>ey  helden  hit'  fyue  ^er 

In  pes  &  in  faire  maner;  2812 

.  Bot  contek  &  eouetyse 
.  Out  of  )>e  north  wyl  alwey*  ryse, 
.  ffor  )>us  men  seide  by  elde  *  dawe, 
.  &  ^it  hit  ys  a  comun  sawe:  2816 

.  "  Sou)>eme  *  der  gos  Northward, 
.  "  &  Nor)?eme  ^  werre  to  J?e  south  ys  hard  ; 


»  Belyn  Ute  brenne  of  him  holde 

*  wiU  alyate. 

fro  humber  north  his  lond  he  tolde 

*  be  oUe. 

Ilk  a  dele  vnto  Cathenesse, 

^sothron. 

5  Londres,  Wace, 

7  nortkren. 

»  held  it. 
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*'  Bot  nor}?em*  der  &  SouJ^em^  werre, 
*'  Non  drede)>,  o|?er  |>ey  come  nought  nerre ; 
'*  Bot  norj^eme  [werre]*  Jwt  ys  }?e  doute,     2821 
"  &  southern*  der  }>e  norj?  dos  loute." 
In  Brennes  tyme,  als  ye  may  here,  dear  12,  bk 
Hit  ferde  in  ]7ys  like  manere ; 
Abouten  Brenne  were  lozengeoitrs, 
Bakbiteres  &  werreoters : 
On  was  \fer  pat  ful  euele  spak 
To  whette  Brenne  to  reyse  contak ;  * 
pus  he  spak  al  wij?  tresoun: — 
.  Y  gyue  swyche*  Crystes  malisoun  ! — 


col.  2.]  And  in 

2824  ^^^^'^^'^  ^^ 

he  has  bars 
about  him. 


one  of  whom 

2828  strife, 

and  says, — 
Christ  curse 
him  ! — 


IT  Bfespioe  verba  detractorys. 

We  haue  merueille  in  oure  J?ought — 

Bot  non  to  \>e  dar  sey  ryght  nought — 

pat  of  so  gret  an  heritage, 

pat  long  &  brod  ys  in  passage, 

pat  yy  fader  hadde  in  his  baillye, 

&  hast  }?erof  so  litel  partie ! 

And  ^it,  als  litel  as  ]?ow  has, 

pou  schalt  ^  hym  serue  at  alle  cas ! 

Wiltow  holde  longe®  }wt  wyse, 

To  serue  py  bro|>er  in  alle  seruise? 

Artow  J^ral  or  bastard, 

Or  more  vyl  or  more  coward,* 

pat  Jh>u  schalt^  do  hym  )w-fore  homage, 

&  art  of  )7e  same  parage  ? 

pe  ffader  hym  gat,  he  gat  )>e, 

&  of  o  moder  bom  ar  '^  ^e. 


2832 


'  We  wonder 


that  of  so  great 
a  heritage  as 
your  father 
held,  you  bare 
2836  «>  littf«» 


and  hare  to 
serre  your 
brother  for  it. 


2840 

Are  you  a  slave 
or  a  coward, 

thus  to  do  him 
2844  *»<>""««  ? 


>  sothfon. 

'  narthren. 

'  northern  were. 

*  $ouhren. 

*  One  |>er  was  M  wikfy  spake 
bituex  J^  6reJ>er  raised  caniake. 


•  guf^^ylfi'     Oaf  17,  back,  col.  2j 

'•off. 

'  wiU  |>0u  hold, 

'  cukard. 

10 -r. 
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Why  is  Belyn 
to  be  your 
lord? 


Belyn  once 
chose  the  best 
share: 
now,  let  the 
strongest  win. 

Yon  are  the 

braver, 

as  we  know, 

by  your  killing 

Duke  Cenflo. 


Seiceall 
Bdyn's  lands. 


Sythen  ^e  bo)>e  hrepere  are, 

&  of  o  ffader  &  moder  ware,  2848 

Wherfore  has  Belyn,  &  why, 

Of  J?e  &  )?yne  swych  oeygnuiy  ?  ^ 

Brest  a  two  ]Hxi  ilke^  bond, 

Do  hym  no  se?niise  for  )>y  lond  !  2852 

ffor  no  lord  holde)?^  J?e,  Belyn, 

Namore  schaltow  holde*  hym  for  j?yn. 

Trowe  til  vs  &  oure  consayl ! 

To  }?y  worschipe  hit  wole  auayl !  2856 

To  non  of  ]?y  vasselage 

Ne  seye  we  neucre  do  suche  outrage ! 

porow  whas*  queyntyse,  &  )?orow  whas^  art, 

Ches  Belyn  hym  )?e  besto  part?  2860 

per  falles  non  o)?er  chesyng  to; 

Bot  most  schal  haue,  Jwt  most®  may  do. 

More  artow  worth,  &  more  hardy  ! 

pat  haue  we  sen  fol  certeynly  2864 

When  )?ou  slow6  )?e  Duk  Cenflo^ 

pat  al  Morine  langede®  to, 

pat  al  Scotland  wolde  haue  wasted; 

py  doughtinesse  to  dej^e  hym  hasted.         2868 

I  trowe  of  )?ys  Jwu  )>oughte  byforn, 

Bot  pWuely  )k>u  hast  hit  boren, 

pat  we  ne  scholde  mynge*  for  drede. 

Now  [we]  rede,  }>ow*^  do  hit  in  dede,      2872 

And  forto"  wynne  hit  ilkadel. 

Doute  }?e  nought,  J?ou  may  ful  wel, 

ffor  we  ne  schulle^*  }?e  neucr^  faille, 

pe  while  we  lyue  &  mowe^*  trauaylle,      2876 


'  sut/lA  sengnori, 

2  Brisi  it  ]>a/  \>ou  mth.  Jic. 

^ffor  lord  ne  holdes. 

*  no  more  saU  j^ou  hold, 

^  whos. 

^  Mast  sait  haf  >a<  mast, 

7  Ccsio  ....  Moriane,  Wace, 


^  longed, 

^  suld  nempe  it,    [leaf  19.] 

^'^  we  pe, 

^^  fond  to, 

»2  saU. 

"  vntiit  weljifff  matf. 
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**  ^yf  }h)u  ne  trowest^  Jwt  we  J?e  seye, 
"  Do  ]?e  oner  vntil  Norweye, 
'*  And  ^  kynges  doughter  jwu  take ; 
"  py  party  may  ]h)vl  pe  bettere  make. 
**  Haue  pOM  Norweye  &  Scotland, 
"  &  vs  allfi  vnto  J>yn  band ; 
*'  Agaynes  no  land  schuldestow  wende/ 
"  pat  pan  ne  gete  pe  £airer6  ende ; 
"  Ne  Belyn  durste  pQ  nought*  abide 
**  ^yf  poxx  age3m  hym  woldest*  ride. 
'*  ^yf  pan  haue  y-}H)ught*  make  py  bone, 
"  Qo  by  tyme,  &  come  right  sone, 
"  Al  by  )?e  syde  of  Myrreyue, 
"  pat  Belyn  no  )?yng  aparseyue. 
"  Perauentttre  he  wolde  hym  greue 
"  ^yf  Jh)u  wyf  toke  wy]?oute  leue, 
,  "  Or  oper  wyse  men  wold  *  hym  seye 
"  pat  Jtou  haddest^  of  hjrm  non  eye.** 
On  pis  wyse  conseilled  pey  hym  so, 
&  Brenne  tristed  ®  )>er  conceille  to : 
He  passed  in  Norweye,  he  gan  aryue,* 
&  asked  pe  kynges  doughter  to  wyue. 
pe  kynges  name  was  Alfynges, 
He  graunted  Brenne  al  his  askynges, 
Holyk^^  Bretaygne  for  to  wynne. 
When  he  wolde  his  werre  bygynne. 


If  you  think 

Cleans.]  yoy^J  i» 
•■  ■"  not  strong 

enough,  marry 
oQOA  the  king  of 
-^^^^  Norway's 
daughter, 
and  he'll  help 
you. 

288* 

Belyn  will 
never  stand 
against  you. 

2888  Go  to  Norway 
at  once, 


unknown  to 
Belyn." 


2892 


2896  Brenne  con- 
sents, goes  to 
Norway, 

and  gets  king 

ZlfVV  daughter,  aod 
help. 


Aften  tydyng  to  Belyn  was  brought,  ^^^^*?^^ 

Whider  Bre?ine  ^edo,  &  what  he  sought;*       doings, 
Belyn  had  J?anne  suspecion  2905 

pat  for  felonye  was  hit  don, 


^  troice, 

2  suld  )>ow  wend, 

'  neuer, 

^pouht. 


®  wold, 

7had, 

^  tr'iste. 

'  passed  oner  in  Norway  gan  rjftfc* 

»«  holy. 
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BELTN  SEIZES  BRENNE'S  TERBITORt. 


resolves  to  be 
even  wiUi  him, 


and  meet  trick 
by  trick. 


So  he  seizes 
Northomber- 
land, 

stores  the 
castles  with 
com  and  men, 

and  himself 
occupies  the 
seashore,  to 
oppose  Brenne's 
landing. 

Brenne  hears 
of  this, 

and  sets  sail 
with  his  wife. 


But  she  has 
long  loved 

the  king  of 
Denmark, 


Goodhik,  and 
writes  to  him. 

Deaf  18,  coL  2.3 


praying  him  to 
tescue  her. 


2916 


2920 


&  J?oughte  he  scholde'  wyjjynne  a  whyle 

His  owen  deseite  hym  self  bygile:  2908 

.  He  seyde,  "  on  stelj>e  he  sekes  hym  pray  ; 

.  "  Hit  sehal  nought  helpe,  ^yf  ]^at  y  may ; 

.  "  Ne  schal  nought  Bretine  bede  me  trypet^ 

.  "  pat  y  pe  sehal  turne  hym  wi]?  a  forset."2912 
Belyn  seysede  Northhumberland, 
Bo)?e  castel  &  toun  tok  in-to  his  hand ; 
Alle  )?at  were  Bre^ines  byfom, 
ffor  werre  he  storede^  j^em  wyp  corn, 
&  folk  ynow  to  J?eym  dide  sende,* 
Agaynes  Bre^me  ^em  forto  defende. 
Hym  seluen  ^ede  wi)>  an  ost, 
&  rengede  by  pe  se  *  cost ; 
Hauen  to  aryue®  }>ey  hym  wy)7sette, 
Bot  ]k)vow  bataille  oper  barette. 
jf  Tyl  Brenne  men  broughte  brod^  tydyng 
I>at  Belyn  had  sesed  liis  )?yng/.  2924 

He  hadde  his  wyf,  &  was  al  ^are 
Wyj?  fair  folk  in  flod  to  fare. 
Ly)?erly  lyked  Jwt  lady  gent; 
Sche  wepede®  weddyng,  &  mykel  hit  ment, 
flfor  scheo  had  loued  longe  byfore  2929 

pe  kyng  of  Denmark^  er  Bren  com  )>ore ;  • 
&  ye  kyng  had  loued  hyre, 
Longe  scheo  was  of  his  desire.  2932 

pe  kyng  of  Denmark  highte  Qoodlak,*^ 
Scheo  sent  hym  a  Ic^^e  ^ai  )ms  spak/ : 

.  "  Longe  haue  y  loued  |?e  kyng  of  Denmark/ ; 

.  **  pat  loue  is  loken  &  leyd  in  ark ;  2936 

"  An  vncou)>  on  of  fer  schal  fonge^* 
"  py  loue  pat  Jh>u  hast  loued  so  longe ; 


1  suld, 

'  treget  (ftom  trans  andjactare), 

'  strayed,     [leaf  18.  ool.  2.] 

*  to  ]Him.  he  send. 

*  sets* 

*  Hauen  ff  hnd. 


*  broth  (1.  hasty,  fierce  j  2.  direfnl). 
'  scho  wepe, 

•  or  brenne  com  J^re. 

w  Gutlake  (Gurlac,  Wace). 
»  lA8.fonde.  P.  has  saUfong. 
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"  &  bot  J?ou  come,  rescours  to  make, 

"  Neuc7*c  in  armes  schalt  Jwu^  me  take."     2940 

Whan  Qoodlak  wyste,  his  herte  gan  *  drede 

pat  Bre?me  a-wey  his  lef  schold*  lede. 

He  dide  samne  al  his  filet, 

&  Bre^ine  &  he  in  se  )>ey*  met. 

When  boJ>e  fflutes  come  at  a  frosche/ 

pe  fyrste  hortlyng  *  gaf  a  gret  crusche ; 

Ende  til  ende,  syde  by  ^  side ; 

pe  heyest  of  bord^  best  fel  ®  his  tyde. 

ffaste  J'ey  foughte  bol^e  fflutes, 
.  Parsed  schipes  wip  arblast  schutes ; 
.  Wy]?  ax  &  swerd  ilk  oper  on  hew, 

In  to  )>e  water  oner  bord  J?ey  J^rew ; 

On  bo)?e  parties  were  'pey  goode, 

Bote  pe  Daneys  best  pey  stode, 
,  Speres  &  darts  J?ykke  J?ay  schote, 

&  persed  )H>row-out  Brennes  fflote. 

BreTine  fledde,  als*  desconfit, 

&  Goodlak  seysede  a  schip  fol  tyt. 

As  auenture  fel,  Jnit  schip  he  wan 

pat  scheo  was  inne,  Bretines  lemman. 

Whan  he  hadde  wonnen^^  pat  he  sought, 

Of  al  )7at  o]?er  gaf  he  nought; 

&  Brenne  fledde  wi)?  sayl  &  ore ; 

His  wyf  he  les,  pat  playned  he  sore.  2964 


Goodlak 


collects  his 


oQli.  fleet,  attacks 
^^**  Brenne's, 


2948 


2952 


2966  w>ttte>t;an<l 
Brenne  flees. 

Goodlak 
carries  oflf 

2960  his  loTe; 


and  so  Brenne 
loses  his  yrih. 


X|7hen  Qoodlak  hadde  pat  may  in  hande, 

He  ^emed  faste  to  pe  lande. 
Als  he  seyled  his  lond  toward, 
list  of  a  chaunce  pat  hym  fel  hard :  2968 


Bat  as  Goodlak 
is  sailing  home 
with  Alfynges* 
daughter, 


*  9aU» 

*  aee  gan, 

*  atfruite. 


^htrtyng, 

7  to. 

8  hnrd€  hestfeit. 

'  ff  was.    Clear  18,  baek.] 
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106   GOODLAK  AND  HIS  BRIDE  AEE  TAKEN  TO  BELYN. 


a  Btonn  rises, 


[*MS.myght.] 


the  ships  are  in 
danger, 


and  get  dis- 
persed. 

The  tempest 
lasts  five  days, 

and  after  it 
Goodlak  lands 

in  England. 


He  and  his  love 
are  taken,  and 
given  to  Belyn, 

who  prisons 
them  till  he 

hears  tidings  of 
Brenne. 


In  ];e  se  a  storm  hym^  grew, 

pe  wat^r  rored,  ^e  wynd.vp  blew, 

.  pundred,  reyned,  lemed  ^  lyght, 
pe  sky  wax  blak  ae  hit  were  nyght* 
pe  se  gan  figlite,  J?e  wawes  ros, 
pe  streme  woxe,  &  ]>em  agros  ;• 
peir  schipes  alk  in  peril  were, 
Ropes,  borde,  broste  ay  where ; 
Mast  &  sayl,  doun  hit  lusched,^ 
Cordee,  kables,  casteles,  tofrnsched  :^ — 

.  To  knowe  per  names  y  am  al  wyl, 

.  Al  J?at  |?er  was  was  in  peryL — 
per  fflute  sone  was  al  to-spred, 
&  into  diuerse  londes  fled; 
ffyue  daye  atte  |>e  leste 
Lasted  thetme  ]>at®  tempeste. 
Gutlak  had  j^re  schipes,  &^  mo, 

.  WiJ?  hem  he  skaped  in  peyne  &  wo, 
&  aryued  vp  in  J?ys  londe, 
&  fayn  he  was  jwit  hap  he  fonde, 
Bot  for  ^  loue  of  his  lemman 

.  pat  in  )^  tempest  wax  al  wan ; 
He  ne  wyste  what  lond  ne  port 
He  was  arjrued,  for  mys-confort ; 
Bot  yo  }>at  kepte  ]^  se  side, 

.  &  seye  pe  Bchipes  til  haue[n]  glyde,® 
Godlak  )?ey  toke,  wyj?  J^at  may"  gent; 
Tyl  Belyn  of  hem  ^y  made  present; 
&  alle  hyse  men  wyj?  hym  pey  tok, 
&  Belyn  dede  pern  alle  to  lok, 
tyf  he  wayted,*®  what  tjone  or  whenne, 
pat  he  myght  here  tydyng  of  Brenne. 


2972 


2976 


2980 


2984 


2988 


2992 

[leaf  18,  back.] 


2996 


3000 


^  leuende. 

^  stremes  wex  ff  pom  at  gros, 

*  liused, 

^  hasttU  frussed. 


8  Jkin  \>9Jt  grete. 

7  ^  no  (cinq  nes,  Wace,  p.  120). 

^  to  hauen  ride. 

0  )^t  toke  Gutlak  )>a<  may  ao, 

w  For  waited. 
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po  )>at  were  take  wy)>  ^e  maydeu, 
Vnto  Belyn  )?e  soj^  sayden, 
Ilka  del  how  Brenne  had  wrought, 
&  J?e  kyDg  of  Norwey  sought, 
&  how  l^at  Oodlak  had  hym  met 
Vpon  )?e  se  wy)?  strong  baret. 


These,  their 
companions  tell 
Belyn. 


3004 


jf  De  applicacione  Bre/^ne,  &  do  bello  ixAet'  fratrea. 


"Drenne  wolde  nought  longe  abide, 
■^  His  fflute  he  gadered  on  ilka  Bide, 


3008 


Aryned  vp  in  Albanye 

Wy)?  gret  force  of  god  ^  nauye ; 

He  sente  to  Belyn  messegers, 

Of  worthy*  knyghtes  &  squiers,  3012 

Preynge*  forto  deliuere  his  wyf 

&  his  oasteles,  &  bate  Me  6t[r]yf ; 

And  bot  he  wolde  ^elde  J^ym  on  haste, 

More  of  his  he  wolde  waste.  3016 

Belyn  gaf  nought  of  his  manaoe, 
.  Bot  ]H)ughte  he  scholde  ^it  don*  him  chace, 

&  sent  hym  bode  by  his  men  bolde, 
,  "  pat  he  had  taken,  J^at  wolde  he  holde ;    3020 

*'  flfor  his  praieres'  no)?yng  wolde  do, 

**  Ne  for  his  loue  namore  )?an  so." 

Hys  folk  were  al  redy  &*'dight 

Agaynes  Bretine  for  to  fyght:  3024 

Bysyde  a  wode  at^  Kalenters 

Mette  ^  brej?ere  wyj>  here  baners; 

EyJ?er  o)?er  mykel  ^ey®  hated, 

pe  felonloker®  )?ey  hem  abated ;  3028 


Brenne  gathers 
his  fleet, 

lands  in  Scot- 
land, 

and  demands 


his  wife  and 
castles  from 
Belyn. 


Belyn 


refiises  then, 


and  marches 
against  Brenne. 

They  meet 
near  the  forest 
of  Galtre8(ln 
the  North 
Riding  of 
Yorkshire). 


1  hgode, 

'  MeH  ofgode, 

*  Prided  Aim, 


«/o/A  rtdied  8-  aff. 
T  hate, 

•  ^  time  J>e  f oJ>er  mykeff, 
«  Fersliere, 
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BELTN  BEATS  BREKNE  IN  BATTLE. 


A  fierce  battle 
follows ; 


the  Norse- 
men are  put  to 
flight, 

and  2,000  slain 
in  the  pursuit 

Brenne,  with 


twelre  comr 
rades  only  sur- 
viving, 

escapes  to 
France. 


Brenne  takes 
reftige  in 
France. 
Belyn  asks  his 
Parliament 


what  is  to  be 
done  with 
Qoodlak? 


Dartes  til  o^er  J?ey  schotte  ful  faste, 
,  Grete  stones  wy)?  slynges  caste, 
Scharpe  launces  ]K)row  scheldes  smot, 
&  brighte  swerdes  ]H)row  belmes  bot;  3032 

Sone  ^  by  nekkes  )>ey  sesede  sore 
Wyp  knyues  smyten  to  dej?*  ay-whore, 
porow  heued  &  J?rote,  breste  &  bak, 
firuschte  to-gidere,  ]?at  nekkes  brak/.  3036 

pe  Bretons  bolded  styfly  to  stande, 
&  nought  \fQ  nor)>emo,  bot  were  fleande ;  * 
To  flyght*  )>ey  fledde,  ilk  bataille  seer, 
&  Belyn  folewede,  &  neyghed  hem  ner ;       3040 
Two  ^usand  fleyng  he  yer  AowJ^ 
Als  )>ey  vntil  ];er  schipes  drow. 
Brenne,  J^at  made  most  Jwtt  wo, 
WyJ?  peyne  he  skaped  J?e  slaughtre  fro ;       3044 
VneJ?es  he  skaped,  }?e  *  hauene  he  hent ; 
His  twelfte^  &  he,  to  se  ))ey  went; 
Alle  he  les  bote  Jk>  twelue, 
To  ffraunce  he  wente  wyj?  hem  hym  selue.  3048 
ffyflene  )K>usand  slayn  were  told,®  [leaf is. back, cola.] 
Wy)H)ute  prisoners  }wt  were  in  hold® 

Tirhan  al  J?is  wo  was  brought  til  ende, 

&  Brenne  in-til  ffraunce  gan  wende,^®  3062 
Belyn  vntil  ^ork  he  went, 
&  ^ere  he  held  Jiis  parlemeni 
He  askede  his  barons,  and  spak^ 
"  What  scholde  be  don  of  sire  Guthlak  ? "  3056 
Gutlak  byfom  sent  to  Belyn,*^ 
Out  of  prison  per  he  lay  ^*  yn, 


>5bm. 

'  smyte  togidere. 
'  pe  norperen  noukud  ayfltand, 
*Jlote.    Deaf  19.] 

*  Thouaandz  hundretkes  Jtetmd  he 
slough, 

^  vnepis  a  achip  tn  hdutn. 


7iuelf. 

•  MS.  cold,  P.  were  por  told. 

'  of  men  alayn  wi&kout  tn  hold, 

^^lende, 

"  sent  Behfn, 

WOM, 


18 
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'*  pat  of  Belyn  he  wolde^  holde 
"  Al  his  honuT,  ^if  )wt  he  wolde, 
"  Denmark  his  lond,  quyt  &  cler, 
"  And  gyuen'  hym  truwage  ilka  ^er; 
"  Syker  yero{  he  wolde  hym  make, 
"  WyJ?  bond,^  &  god  ostage  to  take; 
"  Wy)?y*  he  myghte  lede  safly 
"  His  lewraan,  wyj^outen  vyleny." 
Belyn  had  fol  gret  desyr 
To  haue  truwage  of  his  enpir. 
porough  leue  of  pe  parlement, 
Gutlak  &  his  lemman  went, 
When  he  had  sworn  &  don  omage, 
&  bondes  mad,**  &  gyuen  hostage. 
To  Belyn  to  halde  }>er  couenaunt,® 
fforto  wende  he  hadde  )?e  graunt. 
Gutlak,  to  go,  sone  he  was  ^are, 
Wyl?  schip  vntil  his  lond  to  fareJ 


Goodlak  offers 
^nfin  ^  ^oW  Den- 
'^"^^  mark  of  Belyn, 


and  pay  tribute 
for  it. 


3064 


3068 


if  Belyn  will 
giye  him  up  bis 
wife. 


Qoodlak's  offer 
is  accepted, 


3072 


3076 


and  he  sails  to 
Denmark. 


T>elyn  held  wel  J^enne  his  honour, 

■^  &  wysly  was  god  governour; 

He  louede  pes  wy)?  al®  hys  myght, 

&  pesyble  men  held  he  to  ryght. 

Hys  lond  Bretayne  he  went®  )?orow-out, 

&  ilka  countre  biheld  about; 

Byheld  Jw  wodes,  watres,  &  fen, 

&  no  passage  fond  he  mad^^  for  men, 

Ne  heye  strete  )?orow  no  centre, 

NeyJ?er  to  burgh  ne  to  cyte. 


Belyn  rules 
Britain  well ; 


3080 


3084 


finds  out  the 

wants  of  each 

county,  and 


'  wild  he. 

^treuh. 

^  with  pi  (with  that,  so  that). 

*  WhtM  had  den  his  homage 
othe  8Uom. 

*  conant. 


<  Manning  should  bare  translated 
Wace's 

Sa  mie  ena  a  8oi  men^e, 
Que  par  sa  paine  acatie, 

i.  125, 1.  2643-4. 
^  pes  at, 

^yode,     [leaf  19,  col.  2.] 
^^  no  passage  was  maked^ 
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BELTN  MAKES  THBEE  GREAT  CAUSEYS. 


builds  bridges, 
and  causeways 
or  high  roads ; 


1.  The  Fosse, 


from  Totness 
to  Caithness ; 

2.   Ikenild 
street, 

from  South- 
ampton 
to  Menia,  now 
St.  David's ; 


and  proclaims 
safety  for  all 
trayellere. 


porow  myres,  hylles,  &  vales, 
He  made  bnigges  &  causes,^  3088 

Heye  stretes  for  comun  passage, 
Brugges  oner  watr^s  dide  he  stage: 
pe  firste  he  made,  he  cald  hyt  "ffosse;** 
porow-out  )?ys  londe  hit  goji  til  Scosse;        3092 
Hit  bygynnes  atte  Toteneys, 
&  endeji  )?e7ine  at  Cateneys,^ 
An  oyer  strete  )?an  ordeyned  he : 
flfro  Sou)?-hat^mpton  opon'  J^e  se,  3096 

To  Mene  yn  Walys,  (Seint  Dames  now  hight,) 
,  Ikenyldestrete  reches  ful  ryght :  * 
Two  causes  oner  J^e  lond  in  lengj^e  &  brede,^ 
pat  men  ouarthwert  in  passage  ^ede.  3100 

When  J?ey  were  maked  als  he  ches, 
He  comaunded  till  alle  haue  pees; 
AUe  schold  haue®  pees  &  fredam 
pat  in  his  stretes  ^ede  or  cam;  3104 

&  tyf  hit  were  any  of  hyse 
pat  for-dyde  his  ffraunchise, 
fForfeted  schold  ben  al  his  J>yng, 
&  hym  self'  taken  til  J?e  kyng.  3108 


Brenne,  mean- 
tme, 


serves  the  king 
of  France, 


and  is  greatly 
liked, 


T>renn6  )>at  was  gon  in  to  ffraunce, 
^  Hym  schamed  sore  of  his  chaunce 
.  pat  hit  ®  was  so  wyde  yspred 
pat  his  lemman  was  a-wey  led. 
Hym  self  &  his  twelf  felawes 
Serued  )?e  kyng  yeres  &  dawes; 
Knyght  he  was,  curteys  &  wys, 
Oueral  he  hadde  los  &  pris ; 


[leafU.] 


3112 


3116 


'  cauceiz. 

2  endes  vnto  catheneis, 
*  at  Southampton  vpon. 
•*  j*  go8  to  Weles  to  seynt  dauy 
pe  toun  hight  Menne  pVit  tyme 
redy. 


^  tuo  kaucez  ouer  pe  lond  o  brede. 
«  suld  haf. 

7  His  body. 

8  MS,  his.  P.  has  it. 
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BRHNNE  GETS  ON  WELL  IN  FRANCE.      Ill 

What  ony  knyght  hadde  to  )?er^  lyue^'e, 

His  was  largest,  for  he  was  fre ; 

Mykel  was  he  preysed  of  prowesse,  and  praised. 

&  ful  wel  loued  for  his  largesse;  3120 

»  He  couj^e  mykel  *  of  curtesy, 
,  &  faire  hym  bar,  as  man  wor)?y. 

When  his  los  was  J^row  ronnen,  fevoTrt'^hlii, 

&  in  }>e  lond  his  pris  hadde  wo7inen,  3124 

Wi)>  wham  he  made  any  soiour, 

He  preyed  for  help  &  for  socoui-  he  begs  for  help 

*r     */  r    r  to  conquer 

ffor  to  conquere  his  heritage,  Britain. 

pat  Belyn  reftym'  wij?  outrage;  3128 

&*  tede  to  Burgoyne,  to  Duk  Segwyn,  DukeSegwjn 

•D      ^     Ui.   1  %  u  1  Tt  1  ofBurgoyne 

,  Bysought  hym  of  help  ageyns  Belyn. 

pe  Duk  louede  his  compaignie, 

&  gaf  hym  of  his  tresorie.  3132  g^^es  him  irea- 

Brenne  was  yn  speche  curteys,  ' 

&  ko7mynge*  knyght  by  many  weys; 

He  coujTe  of  ohas  °  &  of  ryue7'e, 

Inow  of  game  of  here'  mancre;  3136 

Gentil  of  body,  wy)?  fair  visage, 
.  He  semed  a  man  of  hey  parage, 
,  &  was  plesaunt  &  seruisable. 

pe  Duk  was  riche  wyjK)ute  fable,®  3140 

&  of  his  body  had  non  heyr  ^^  further,  as 

,  %    ,       «  hehasnoheir, 

Bot  a  mayde  ferly  leyr. 

Inough  sche  hadde  Jxtt  tyme  of  eldo, 

pat  scheo  myght  take  a  lord  to  welde  ;       3144 

He  spak  lonely,  wysly,  &  stille. 

&  serued  J;e  Duk  at  al  his  wylle, 


*  Whan  any  knyght  toke  his.  \       ^  tcod. 

2  couth  Inouh.  ^  gamen  on  o)>er. 


^Iield.     [leaf  19,  back.] 

*he. 

^  a  konand  knyght  on. 


^  he  was  meke  to  serve  and  briche 
§•  \>e  duke  was  noble  riche. 
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BRENNE  PREPARES  TO  INVADE  ENGLAND. 


his  daughter, 
and  the  heir- 
ship of  his 
duchy. 


Soon  duke 
Segwyn  dies, 


Brenne  suc- 
ceeds to  the 
duchy  of  Bur- 
goyne, 


collects  a  great 
host, 

raises  a  navy 
in  Normandy, 


and  invades 
England. 


&  wel  hym  payed  sMe  his  dedes, 
&  ouemL  wel  he  spedde  his  nedes.  3148 

pe  Duk  his  doughter  gaf  hym  to  wyue, 
To  haue  Jie  Duche  after  his  lyue. 
pen  foughte  pe  Duk,  pat  hym  fel  feir 
pat  God  had  sent  hym  suche  on  til  heyr.'  3152 
.  Bvenne  obeysed  hym  cuHeysly, 
.  &  seide  "  Sire  Duk,  graunt  mercy  ! " 
Al  men*  hym  louede,  &  held  hym  dere, 
Ech  man  hym  payed  wel  his^  mane^u  3156 

ffel  pei,nne  wy)?ynne  pe  twelf-mon)?*  ende, 
Swychc  a  grace  God  gan  hym  sende, 
pat  he  deyde,  pe  Duk  Segwyn. 
Of  al  pe  Duche,  Brenne  tok  seysyn ;  3160 

Hys  barons  pat  louede  hym  wel  byfore, 
After  louede  hym  mykel  more ; 
Wel  louede  hym  ilka  Burgyloun, 
&  knyghtes  of  J^yr*^  nacioun;  3164 

He  hadde  pe  lond  wy]?  al  J>e*  rente. 
And  a  ^ong  lady^  fair  &  gente. 
In  al  his  welj^e®  forgat  he  nought        cieafi4, coi. 2.] 
How  Belyn  hadde  wyj?  hym  wrought,  3168 

&  held  pe  londes  pat  his  schold  be ; 
Bot  whan  he  sey  his  tyme  eyse, 
He  sent  for  knyghtes  &  squiers, 
ffrendes  he  soughte,  &  waged  ^  souders;         3172 
Wyp  gret  ost  cam  til  Normandie, 
&  pwrueyde  }>er  a  gret  nauye. 
Whan  hit  was^®  tyme,  had  wynd  at  wille 
He  passed  pe  se  wy)?outen  ylle.  3176 


'  saue  Ins  he  had  ^  speire 
]fht  god  gaf  him  a  son  tiU  heire, 

*  ff  he  )>am  paied  on  aff. 

*  not  vxM  it  sipen  a  tuelmoth. 

*  ol>er.    [leaf  19,  bock,  ool.  2.] 


•  lond  Inouh  |f . 

7  ^  yeng  lemman, 

8  M«  weth. 
^  hired. 

^^  he  sawe. 
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Belyn  herde  wel  ]>at  he  cam ; 
Wy)?  folk  jmogh  agejms  hym  nam ; 
per  bataylles  assembled  wy)?ynne  a  lite, 
&  redy  were  almost  to  fyghte. 


Belyn  is  ready 
Q|  OA  to  fight  Brenne, 


^  De  Humilitate  Toneweimei  ma^ris  Beljrni  &  Brenm. 

So  com  peyr  moder,  dame  Tonewenne,  but  their  old 

pal  bar  bo},e  Belyn  &  Brenne.  T^^l^^ert 

By  twyxt  J^r  hostes,  tremblyng  ^  for  drede  ;  »p  between  the 

ffol  old  scheo  was,  haltyng  sclieo  ^ede ;         3184  *^^^'^' 

Ouer  a]  scheo  asked  where  was  Bre7ine. 

Atte  J;e  laste,  men  gan  hure  kenne ; 
.  &  Brenne  herd  seye  )?at  hit  was  sche  ; 
.He  saide  "Moder,  welcome  l)e  ^el"  3188 

Hure  annes  aboute  his  nekke  sche*  cast, —  carts  her  arms 

.  BoJ?e  ostes  woudred  )?er-ate  '  fast, — 

Vntil  hure  girdel  liure  clo)?es  sche  rent ; 

Naked  byforc  ]?e  host  sche  went ;  * 

Vntil  BreTine  gretynge*  sche  spak, 
.  Hur  fyngres  sche  wrast,  ]?e  blod  out  brak,  wrings  her 

Sche  tremblede  &  sykede  inderly,*  w^''"*''"^ 

.  Handes  &  face  brest^  al  blody  :'»  3196 

.  "  Dere  child ! "  scheo  seld,^  "  wher  hastow  ben  ?  ^d  appeals  to 
.  "  Now  }?anky  God  y  haue  J^e  sen  !  the  strife*^:     ^ 

"  Sone,*'  sche  seide,  "  list  now  to  me,  '*  Son, 

.  "  &  do  als  y  schal  conceille  )?e.  3200 

"  Lo,  here  be  pappes  bat  lou  on  sok!  here  are  the 

u  1^  1 -L  10  1     1   1.     1     111  paps  that  you 

.  "  pyse  armes  hit  arn  ^"  );at  )?e  bylok  !  sucked 


round  Brenne*8 
neck, 
rends  her 
3192  clothes, 


*  tremlAand ....  halland. 
'  hals  [neck]  scho. 

^  pe  ostes  biheld  pam, 

*  See  mameles  H  mostru  nnes, 
Flestres,  et  viellee,  et  pelues. 

AVace,  i.  132,1.2769-70. 

*  greiand. 


■  fdyhed  inerly. 

7  handes  face  breste, 

^  Mistaken  translation  of  Wace*s 
**  Carele  soyhtoit  [8obbed]ybrwe«/,'* 
i.  132.  L  2773. 

*  DerQ  son. 

*®  armes  ere. 
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114      TONEWENNE  APPEALS  TO  BBENNE  FOB  PEACE. 


here  is  the 
womb  that  bore 
you  and  your 


brother. 

t( 

Think  on  my 
pain  in  giving 
you  birtti :  add 
not  to  it 

ti 

it 

• 

it 

Lay  down  your 
anus  ! 

it 

it 

<t 

Bring  not 
strangers  to 
slay  us  ! 

it 
a 
it 

it 

a 

Let  us  lire  in 
peace  ! 

it 
a 

You  began  the 
wrong, 


Here  ys  J>e  wombe  ^e  boJ?e  ynne  ware  I 

Pys  body  ^ow  bar  wi|?  wo  &  kare !  3204 

Y  am  sche  j^at  for  ^ow  kneled  1 

Now  J?enk  o  Jiat  sorwe  )?at  y  )?etine  feled  1 

Ley  now^  no  sorewe  me  more  byforn, 

ffor  hym  J?at  let  ^ow  of  me  be  bom ! 

Ley  doun  J^yn  armes,  me  forto  saue ! 

Wylle  nought  J?at  y  for  )>e  dej?  *  haue  ! 

pou  mysdost,  \ai  Jiou  now  fandes* 

To  brynge  straungers  of  outlandes  * 

Vs  forto  robben  &  to*^  slo ! 

Rest  J?e  !  let  )y  mod  ouer  go  I  ® 

pou  hast  namo  bre)?ere  in  wold ; 

\fy  fader  ys  ded/  )?y  moder  ys  old; 

Suffre,  for  no  )>yng  in  lyue, 

J)y  pore  frendes  a-way  to  dryue ! 

pou  scholdest  vs  presente  &  gyue, 

&  helpe  vs  alle  in  pes  to  lyue ; 

Bot  now  )>ou  comest  to  reue  vs  our  [socour],® 

pat  scholdest  ben  oure  mayntenour. 

Lef  folye !  &  y  vndertake,® 

^yf  J)Ou  on  hym  wilt  pleynte  make,  3224 

And  y  fynde  he  haue  J^e  gylt,  in6afi4.back.] 

He  schal  amenden  right  als  ))0U  wilt ; 

Bot  tyf  )>ou  seist  he  dide  J?e  fle, 

I  seye  nay ;  witnesse  on  \q\^^ 

ffyrst  j>ou  bygoTine  al  yn  wrong ; 

So  al  )>e  folye  ys  on  J>e  longe, 

pe  firste  folye  &  yuele"  dedes. 

When  J?ou  intil  Norwey  ^edes, 


3208 


3212 


3216 


3220 


3228 


3232 


*  Schew.     [leaf  80.] 
2  detie. 

^fondes, 

*  aliens  ofvnkonth  londes. 

*  vs  forto. 

^  pin  owen  demeyns  to  wirhe  wo. 


7  dede  is  pifadere, 
^  socoure. 

^  do  pisfoly  now  to  slake, 
10  pe  wronij  is  in  pe. 
"  in  alle. 
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Wyf  to  take,  wy)K)uten  leue,^ 

pat  schewede  )k>u  mentest  hym  to^  greue, 

&  broughtest  Norn  men  bym  tasailla :  ^ 

perform  )wu  lostest  J?y*  bataille;  3236 

py  blame  ys  now  ^jrt  fol  grym, 

pai  Bwicbd^  an  host  bryngest  on  hym 

&;  schapest^  oura  desbeTytysoon, 

&  J7ys  londes  '  destruccioun  !  3240 

So  mykel  yuel  wold  be  nought  )>e,® 

Al-)^y  his  power  bo  mykeP  mygbt  be. 

Bretine,  sona!  what  J?e^kest  }k)u? 

Com  til  acord  now  for  Jy  prow !  3244 

Ley  doun  J?y  Bwerd,  do  wey  ]>y  Bcbeld, 

Wy)?draw  J?y  folk  out  of  J?e  feld ; 

&  sek  )?e  pes,  for  ^^  charite ! 

pe  same  schal  he  do  to  peJ'  3248 


you  brought 
Northmen  to 
atteck  Belyn ! 
And  now  yon 


plot  our  de- 
struction t 


Son! 

Be  at  one  with 
thy  brother ; 

seek  peace  !  *' 


Brenne  con- 
sents, for  lore 
of  his  mother, 
unarms, 


T>retine  hure  preyerc  vnderstod ; 
^  ffor  loue  of  hure  changed  his  mod ; 
His  helm,  his  hauberk,  he  dide  vnlace; 
.  Al  bar-heued,  wyj?  open  face,  3252 

Cam  he  wi}>  his  moder  Tonewenne, 
&  also  dide  ^^  Belyn  to  Brenne  : 
peyr  moder  dide  hem  to-gedere  kysse. 
ffor  }wt  saughtlyng  was  mykel  blisse; 
More  of  wrath  was  ]>er  nought  spoken ; 
ffor  '*  loue  in  armes  ilk  o]>er  J?ey  loken.  They  embrace, 

Al  yus  ]fen  ended  ^'  J;e  hreyere  wrathe, 
per  tene  turned  to  game  &  glathe.  3260 

ffro  J?e)>en^*  to  Londone  fey  went,  go  to  London, 


and  kisses  his 
g25g  brother  Belyn. 


*  his  leue. 
^ffou  wild  him. 

'  brouht  pe  norlh  him  to  assaile. 

*  |k>u  sped  nouht  at  )>af. 
^  svylk  ....  hrmges, 

«  Wt  is  tiU. 
^  ^  to  J>i  lond. 


^  iit  wild  he  not  pe, 

^  if  his  powere  so  tcete, 

'0  §•  seke  pe  pour. 

"  pe  same  did.     [leaf  20,  col.  2.] 

»•-  with. 

'3  pusgate  endid. 

»  pien. 

H    2 
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and  agree  to 
invade  France. 


They  gather 
their  hosts, 


sail  to  France, 

win  the  first 
hattio, 


Beize  castles, 

and  gain  all 
France. 


Then  they  re- 
solve to  conquer 
Rome. 


They  collect 
men. 


cross  the  Alps, 

take  Turin, 
Jjeghom,  and 
all  Lomhardy, 


&  J?er  "pej  helde  a  parlement ; 

Of  J?eyr  parlement  was  J?e  ende, 

To  Wynne  ffraunce  wolde  }?ey  wende.  3264 

|)elyn  dide  somone  his  Bretons, 

&  Brenne  ha]?^  alk  Lis  Burgylons. 
By  tyme  &,  terme  ]>at  J^ey  had  set, 
BoJ?e  ostes  atte  hauene  met,  3268 

&  schiped  ouer  into  ff7*aunce; 
.  To  Wynne  hit,  J^ey  hoped  was  her  chaunce.^ 
By-twyxt  hem  was  fen  a  batille  don : 
pe  force  of  ffi'aunce  fel  ful  son,  3272 

pey  durede  nought  to  fightc  in  feld ; 
pe  hvepere  dide  hem  to  J>eyin  teld; 
Gas  teles  fey  sesede  fer  &  ner, 
&  wonne  alle  ffraunce^  wyfynne  a  ^er.        3276 

T^hcn  al  fe  folk  were  atter*  dome, 

pey  seide  fey  wolde  wende  to  Rome, 
And  lene  non  fat  fey  fond, 
Bot  ^yf  fey  helde  of  feym  fer  lond.  3280 

pey  sente  aboute  to  diuej'se  costes, 
Of  doughti  folk  fey  gadered  Iiostas 
.  ffor  to  Wynne  pria  &  prow;  [iearu,bj&k.coi.2.] 

pey  passed  fe  Mountaynes  of  Moungow ;  *   3284 
Taurynt«8  fey  toke,  &  luerye, 
&  alle  fe  Cytes  of  Lombardye, 
Vrceles,  Pauye,  &  Tremoygne,^ 
Melan,  Plesence,  &  grete  Boloyne;  3288 

pey  passed  fe  water  of  Taiiron, 
fo  f e  hul  of  Mount  Bardon ; 


*  P.  omits  //aj>. 

-  pe    lond    to    wyn    awnterd  )>er 
chance, 

'  tvaw  J>am  aft, 

**  was  at  \>er. 

^  Mon  Gin,  Wace,  **Mons  Jovis, 


"  montngnc  qui  separe  la  Savoie  de 
"  ritalie:  le.  grand  Saint-Bernard,*' 
De  Lincy*s  Wace^  i.  138. 
^  Vecialz  .  .  Cr^mone. 

Wace,  i.  188. 
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]>ey  rubbed  |?orow  al  Tuskane, 

.  &  al  ouer  rod,  &  J?orow  ran. 
Ala  J?ey  ryfled  ^  landes  ay  whor^, 
Rome  j?ey  neighed  ay  J?e  more. 
Romayns  dredden  hem  for  to  deye, 
tfor  Jk)  tydynges  Jxtt  }?ey  herd  seye  ; 

.  Al  day  of  passande  men  )?ey  herd, 

.pe  two  brefe^'e  woTinen  al  }ie  werd. 
pey  of  Rome  had  chosen  )>at  jer 
Two  noble  men  of  gret  power, 
pat  J?ey  scholde,  when  J^y  had  node, 
per  folk  vntil  bataille  lede, 
&  saue  yer  landes,  holde  J?em  to  ryght, 

.  ffor  doughtiest  )?ey  were  in  fyght: 
Sir<j  Procenna,  )>at  on  hight  so, 
pat  ojTor  men  calde  sire  Galbao;^ 
pyse  to'  Avere  )?eyr  conseillours, 
&  speke  vnto  J?e  senatours 
"  What  )7ey  wolde,  how  hadde  J>ey  tight, 
"  peyr  cite  jelde,  or  stande  to  fyght/' 
pe  Sene  seide  J?ey  were  affrayed, 

.  Non  hem  wy];stod,  bot  jK)row  alle  strayed : 
"  WiJ?  swilk  to  fighte,  we  haue  non  host, 

. "  ffor  J^ey  han  folk  wyj?  ]?e  most; 
"  &  ^yf  we  myghte  oui'e  pes  haue, 
"  porough  mekeuesse  oure  gode*  saue, 

. "  &  oure  seluen  at  here  pes  lyue, 
"  Gold  &  seluer  we  wolde  J;em  gyue. 
"  Ouer  )?at,  )?ey  schul  haue  truage, 
"  To  passe  &  do  vs  non  vtrage; 

. "  ffor  strong  hit  were  for  oure  cite 

. "  To  be  destruyed,  &  al  )?e  contre.'* 

.  In  al  )?er  drede,  &  al  yer  dome, 


ravage  Tu  i- 

3292  ^'^y- 


and  draw  near 
Rome. 

The  Romans 
3296  dread  the  Bri- 
tons. 


The  two  Roman 
3300  <^^»«f8> 


3304 


Procenna 
and  Galbao, 


3308  ask  the  Senate 
whether  they'll 
yield  or  fight. 

The  Senate  say 
they  can't  with- 
stand the  Bri- 


3312 


tons, 


3316 


3320 


but  will  pay 
them  ransom 
and  tribute. 


»  robbed,     [leaf  20,  back.] 

2  Gabao.    Gabitts,  Wace,  1.  2930. 


'^tuo, 
*  godest 
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This  is  done; 


and  Belyn  and 
Brenne  take 
hostage  of  the 
Romans, — 
20  children  of 
high  birth, — 


.  pe  hre^ere  come  &  byseget^  Rome, 
porow  comun  assent  of  J?e  senatours, 
pey  p7'esented*  fe  bre)?ere  gret  tresours; 
&  to  be  in  hew  auowery,' 
Truage  J?ey  graunted  hem  for  fy. 
pe  hrepere  tok  of  J^em  hostage ; 
Twenty  childre  of  fe  beste  lynage 
&  of  )?e  richest  of  al  )?e  toun, 
pey  presented  *  hem  as  for  raunson  : 
pus  was  fe  pes  bytwixt  hem  g7'aimted, 
Bot  lytel  )?rowe  *  ^y  hit  haunted. 


3324 


3328 


3332 


and  then  draw 
off  to  fight  the 
Alemans. 


Bat  the  Romans 
rise  against 
them. 


think  to  catch 
them  in  the 
mountains, 


and  call  on  the 
Alemans 


3336 


TOelyn  &  Bretine  remued'  per  host, 

^  By  Lombardye  |7ey  wente  l^e  cost, 

To  werren  opon  )?e  Alemauntz,^ 

&  take  truage  of  )?e  remenauntz.^ 

pey  were  letted  by  |7e®  Eomayns, 

pat  couenaunt  breke  ;  rise  J^ejon  a-geyns ;      3340 

&  proue  )?ey  wolde  ]?eir  hardinesse, 

And  seide  j^ey  wolde  do  more  pruesse. 

pey  send  for  knyghtes  oueral  aboute, 

&  gaderet^  ost  gret  &  stoute, 

Wei  armed  in  ilke  a  conreye ;  *® 

After  fe  hrepere  )wy  tok  )?eir  weye; 

On  )?em  }7ey  J>owte  to  smyte  al  fresse, 

Ithe  Mountaingnes  to  holdem  at  destresse,^^    3348 

pat  non  of  hem  scholde  namore  come 

Of  JTo  bre)?ere  eft^'  to  Home. 

pey  sente  messages  on  J>er  partye, 

In  to  Alemayne,^*  ye  brepere  to  spie,  3362 


[leftfl5.] 

3344 


2  present. 
'  >er  auawru 

*  while.     Deaf  20,  back,  col.  2. J 

*  remoued. 

^  The  m  has  4  strokes  in  the  MS. 
7  heue  trewage  at  Remanam, 


8  destorbled  l^orgh, 

^  MS.  guderest,  F.  reads  gadred. 

^^  armed  were  in  aff  conrejf, 

'^  hold  ^am  at  stresae. 

"  ?  MS.  est    osUy  P. 

^'  vnto  J^  almayns. 
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pat  ilka  pas  J^y 'scholde  ^  so  wayte, 

Ithe  Mountz  holden  hem  so  siraite^ 

^yf  J?ey  scbold  ^  pafise  on  ey)?er  sy de,  to  help  in 

Wy]?  force  J)ey  schold^  hem  oner  ryde.  3356 

M  J7us  on  ilk  a  side  ^y  ros, 

To  haue  |?e  bre)?ere  host  in  clos ; 

&  alter  passyng  in  to  )7e  mount,  stopping  the 

pe  Alemamitz  schold^  ben  in  Ur  frount:     3360^®^"*^"^ 

'  pAssftffe. 

porow  force  of  ]?er  god  ordynaunce, 

pey  schold^  nought  passe  J^orow*  no  chaunce. 

TWTien  Belyn  perseyned  J^e  ffelonyd,  BntBelynand 

pey  conseilled  on  fer  partie  3364  2^«.*«^  *^ 

pat  BrcTine  scholde^  tume  a-gayn  Brenne  going 

To  wyjwtande  J?e  host  Romayn,  ^*^*^* 

And  Belyn  scholde*  on  his  side  and  Belyn 

Agayns  ]>e  host  of  Alemauntz  ryde  ;  3368  against  the 

&  whilk  of  ]fem  best  myghte  spede, 
Schold^  tume  &  helpe  \fe  toper  at  nede. 
When  Romayns  wyste  Bren  schold  *  come,  The  Romaiui 

pey  toke  >e  wey»  agayn  to  Rome,  3372  [^^^^^^^ 

pat  Breune  schold  *  neighe  Rome  no  ner,  from  Belyn, 

&  pe  brej>ere  a  sondre  fer. 
porow  a  spye  Belyn  herde  seye, 
&  taughte  Breune  a  geyner  weye;  3376 

To  trauersen  hem  al  ouer  pere  score,  Bat  Brenne 

&  paase  pe  Romayns  wel  byfore.  S^^J^* 

pey  chose  gyoufa  pe  centre  knew,  flank, 

To  lede  J?em  wye  trist  &  trew,  3380 

&  brynge  J^em  wel  to  pat  strete 
per  ]?eym  byhoued  Romayns  mete, 
pey  ioumeyed*  boJ?e  dayes  &  nyght 
Al  so  stille  83  pej  myght,     •  8384 


'  suld,  I       ^  gate* 

^be,  I       *  loneyd,      [loaf  21.] 
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reaches  the 
pass  of  MouD- 
gow,  [the  St. 
Bernard,p.  1 1 G] 
before  them, 


WyJ;oute  noise,  cry,  or  how/ 
Vntil  )7e  en  tie  of  Moungow. 
&  when  ]fGy  were  in  J?e  valeye, 
per  ledere  seide,  "J?ys  ys  J^eir  weyc ! 
"  By  ]>ys  )?ey  come,  hit  is  certeyn ; 
,  '*  OJ?er  wey  haue  J^ey  non  ageyn."  ^ 


3388 


and  in  full 
moonlight 


meets  them, 
who  suspected 
no  foe. 


The  Britons 
dash  on  the 
Romans, 


who  gire  way, 


and  are 
slaughtered 

tOl  that  night 


3392 


3396 


3400 

[leafl5,coLS.] 


rpo  )?at  passage  )?ey  come  at  nyght; 

■■■    pe  raone  schon  fuP  fairc  &  bright; 

Brenne  bad  'pern  ber  ham  [al]  pryue, 

WiJ>-oute  noyse,  til  tyme  schold*  be. 

Sone  after  cam  J>e  Romaynes  route  ; 

Of  non  ])ey  hadde  drede  ne  doute. 
.  By  J?e  mone  J;at  so  lyght  schon,^ 
.  pey  spedde  hem  faste  swythe  to  gon. 

Atte  passage  glyfte  pey  per  eyene;^ 

Agayns  pe  mone  sawe  pey  schyne 

Helmes,  hauberkes,  scheldes  vp-lyfte. 
,  penne  were  pe  Romayns  al  a-glyfte:^ 

pe  Bretons  hadde  pe  Romay[>i]s  byden  ; 

A I  so  swyj^e  pey  to  );em  ryden;  3404 

Bre^me  )?em  boldede,  bad  pern  wel  smyte,^ 
,  "  SeWep  jour  fos  pat  wolde  jou  byte ! " 

Oueral  pe  Bretons  J^ym  ®  assailled ; 

pe  Romayns  route  fel  &  &illed; 

pey  nadde  no  tome  for  to  fle, 

Ne  place  to  huyden  hem  ^^  prtue. 

pe  Bretons  bowaylled  peym,^'  &  hew ; 
.  In  buskes,  bankes,  doun  J?eym  J?rew ; 

pe  slaughtre  lasted  al  pat  nyght^ 

Til  hit  sprang  pe  dayes  lyght; 


3408 


3412 


*  Hoyse  or  any  crte.  • 
2  non  o)»€r  may  ]>ei  gay  he. 
'  schanc. 

^  la  tyme. 

*  \tzt  bright  schonc. 

*  pei  glift  Ine, 


^oglift. 

"  MS.  snyte. 

°  pe  bretons  over  aU  ha\fe  pom. 

*®  ne  to  tapUe  in  stfde, 

**  bvuwdd  pam* 
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&  al  ]Kii  day  afterward, 

Vntil  |>e  nyglit,  was  baiaille  hard. 

pe  nyght  departed  yem  o  sunder: 

pat  any  askaped,  bit  was  a  wonder. 

pat  o^er  day  in  J?e  raorwen  tyde, 

Toward  Brenne,  Belyn  gan  ryde ;  — 
. ffer  from  bis  hro^er  wold  be  nought^  go, 

What  cbaunce  so  bytidde  of  mo ; — 

&  BroTine  Jwt  byfore  nam, 

Abod  [J?er]  vntil  Belyn  cam. 

When  )>ey  were  togyder  comen, 

BoJ^e  vntil  Borne  nomen, 

&  byseged*  bit  aboute, — 

&  J^ey  of  Rome  were  fnl  stoute, — 

On  alle  sides  )?ey  sette  engyns, 
.  Als  Brewne  ordeyned,*  &  belyns. 

Mynow^'s  )?ey  badde  ynowe,  &  sleye, 

pe  wal  to  perce*  &  vndemiye. 

po  wy)?ynne  deflfended  bem  wel, 
.  At  )?at  tyme  lostey  nought  *  a  del ; 

WyJ>  ai'blastes  schoten  quarels  vnryde, 

Inow  men  broughte,  &  leide  by  syde; 

WyJ;  grete  stones  )?ey  bem  affrayed. 

pe  Eomayns  were  nought  desmayed, 

pey  launced  darte,  bowes  drowe, 

ffele  J^ey  felde,  &  manye  slowe. 

pe  bre}?ere  leften  )?er  assaut  al, 

&  persed  no  J^yng  of  )?e  wal. 

Longe  lastede  ]7at  ilk  distaunce, 

To  "pQ  brej^e^'e  gret  noyaunce ; 

Galewes  dide  J?e  bre)?6re  renge  ; 

Of  )?er  blod  pey  wol  J^eym  venge; 

pe  galewes  pey  reysed  vp  ful  beye, — 


and  all  next 
3416  ^y- 


3420  Then  Belyn 


3424 


joins  Brenne, 


and  they  march 
to  Rome,  and 
sieffe  it 


3428 


They  set  miners 
3432  ^^  ^^''^' 


3436 


but  the  Romans 
fight  well, 


3440 


3444 


and  prevent 
their  walls 
being  pierced. 

Then  Belyn 
and  Brenne 


hang  all  the 
Boman  host- 


*  ne  wild  he.     Deaf  21,  col.  2.]  I       *  hole. 

3  MS.  byseded.    F.  biseged.  ^  les  not, 

'  at  brenne  ordenance,  I 
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ages  in  sight  of  pe  Romayns  wel  myght  hem  se  wy]>  eye, —    3448 

their  parents.  ^  hongeden  alle  ^  ^er  hostagers, 

Burgeyses  sones,  lordes  peres. 
pat  kynde,  y  trowe,  had  sorewe  &  wo, 
To  schames  dej>  )?at  saw  hem  go.  3452 


The  Romans 
swear  revenge, 


and  on  the  day 
that  Prosenna 
and  Gabao 


hare  promised 
to  return  with 
help, 

the  Romans 


sally  out, 
and  fiUl  on 
Beiyn  and 
Brenne, 


who  are  also 
attacked  by 


Prosenna*8  and 
Gabao's  men. 


if  Be  Snbu^rsione  fratrum. 

Alk  olyke  ^  )?er  fore  were  wro)>, 
&  alle  seide,  &  swore  ]>er  o)>, 
In  pes  ne  schold  ]foy  passe  quyt, 
Bot  J?ey  wer  wroken*  on  J?at  despit.  3456 

On  )?yse  men  tristed  J?e  Romayns  ]?o, 
On  Prosenna  &  on  sii*e  Gabao, 
ffor  J^yse  wer  gon  to  Lumbardye    [leaf  15,  back,  coi.i.] 
To  procure  Rome  more  partye.  3460 

After  }?eyn  *  abyden  J?e  Romayns ; 
A  day  to  come  J^ey  sette  certayns; 
pat  day  was  ner  of  ]>er  comyng, 
pe  Romayns  'pat  day  mad  )7er  samnyng,*^      3464 
&  ber  hem  fill  egrely  *  &  stout ; 
pey  armede  hem,  &  isseden^  out, 
&  oJ>e  hrepere  faste  pey  sought, 
&  J?ey  ageyn  ne  spared  hem  nought.  3468 

Als  pey  foughten  best  in  stour, 
Com  her  cheftejrns  wy)>  more®  socour; 
0]?e  hrepere  )?ey  fiillen  alk  on  a  rest® 
.pan  were  )?ey  boJ?e  in  hard  destres;*®  3472 

pe  Romayns  vpon  pe  oper  partz, 
pat  oJ>er  side,  Poyles  &  Lombartz, 
&  felde"  fele  of  pe  Burgoylons, 


*  hanged  ilkon, 

^only. 

^  venged, 

^)>am,    [leaf21,baok.] 

^  8amenyng. 

^  ff  were  right  JuU  egre. 


'  issued. 

^  cam  pe  tuo  men  with  aU  )>er. 

'  Vpon  pe  breper  |f  ilkon  fiesse, 

JO  ^e  hreper  in  hard  stresse, 

^'felUd. 
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&  calde  ]7em  ''  cowardz !  bore  Bons ! 

**  We  schoP  jow  do  drynke  jour  owen  blod, 

"  &  spare  onte  water  of  Tyber  *  flod ! 

"  On  Yys  half  Moungow,  what  do  je, 

'*  Vs  to  chalange  of  vur  fe  ?  3480 

"  &  )?at  je  henge  our  children  heye, 

"  pat  vilenye  ye  schnlle  ^  abye  I 
.  **  To  jow  was  hit  an  yuel  •  conseil ; 
. "  pat  schul  je  fele  to  *  wroJ?er  hayl."  3484 

WiJ?  suche  vmbreides  )?ey  hem*  missayde, 

&  grete  strokes  vpon  )?eym  leyde; 

Obak^  a-geyn  [pey]  diide  )?em  go, 

&  dide  fern  braye  &  crye  for  wo.  3488 

T>elyn  &  Brenne  were  al  dysmayed 
^  pat  J?e  Bomayns  so  }?em  afirayed; 
pe  Bretons  sawe  |?er  syde  jede  lowe, 
pey  rempede  ^  )wm  to  reste  a  |)rowe ; 
In  )?er  restyng  |7ey  gan  hem  mene^ 
A  parlement  made  fern  bitwene, 
&  gadered  ^er  folk  a-geyn  to  fyght, 
Armed  hem  newe,  &  renged  hem  right,       3496 
In  sere  batailles  set  J^eym  a  sondres, 
BoJTe  by  Jjousands  &  by  hundreds. 
Of  J?e  hardiest  &  defensables, 
Made  ]?ey  Mayster®  Conestables, 
&  bad  hem  in  )>er  bataill^  holde, 
pat  non  fro  oj^er  schold  flitte  ne  folda 
^[beside  were  set  to  ]>6r  socoura, 
archers  to  maynten  )>am  in  stoure ;  3504 

fe  alblasters  on  fe  iofer  side, 


3476  The  Romans 
upbraid  the 
Britons 


for  han^ng 
their  children  ^ 


and  attack 
them  fiercely. 


The  Britons 
3492  suffer,  and  re- 
treat, 


They  re-ar- 
range their 
men, 

in  batallions, 


tmder  the 
3500  bravest  of  their 
leaders^ 

with  orders  to 
keep  their  for- 
mation. 


*  salt.  ^  inpe, 
'  it  was  a  wikhe. 

*  }e  sait  seJuU. 

'  sutflA  upbraid  pet  pam, 
»  MS.  Oiak.  P.  obak. 
'  nmethed  or  rimethed. 


8  J-  i>€r  maistres  j*.  Df.  21,  bk.,  ool.  2.] 
ont  fait  maistres  et.  Wace,  i.l50, 1. 
3168. 

•-*  Lines  3503-8  are  firom  the  Petyt 
MS.,  translating  Wace,  lines  31 74-8, 
voL  i.,  p.  150-1  of  De  Lincy's  edi 
P.  has  not  lines,  3509-10. 
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THE   BRITONS   RENEW  THE  FIGHT. 


to  pat  the 
strongest  in 
front, 

and  let  none 
press  before  the 
others, 


but  all  hold  and 
move  together. 

Then  the 


trumpets  ring 
out,  and  the 
fight  begins. 


Many  are  slain. 


The  Britons 
must  either 
fight  well  or 
die: 


ilkon  for  oper  better  to  bide, 
doun  on  fote  fe  moste  gan  light 
on  fote  ]?ei  renged  )?a7?i  to  fight.]  * 
po  \Hit  were  strong,  hardy,  &  wyght, 
fforiiiest  jTey  were  set  to  fyght; 
pey  here  pe  launces  vp  and  doun, 
On  J?e  manere  of  a  scheltroun ;  ^ 
&  non  for  wele  ne  for  wo 
Ne  scholde  byforen'  oper  go, 
Ne  go  swyjjer  pan  softe*  paas, 
At  ones  to  smyte,  as  come)?  po  cas  ;  * 
&  non  schold  baldere  )nxn  oper  be, 
Ne  noman  [schold]  fro  o)?er  fle. 
When  J?ey  had  set  ilk  a  bataille, 
On  what  manere  )?ey  schold  assaille, 
Trompe  blewe,  &  greyles®  ronge, 
On  bo]?e  parties  fer  batailles^  sprong. 
On  ilka  side  were  strokes  ynowe,  [leaf  15,  back, 
Speres  dide  pern  *  breste  &  bowe ; 
.After  J;e  speres  pat  j^ey^  set,^® 
.  SyJ?en  wi)?  swerd  &  knyf  J?ey  met ; 
Ilk  oper  on  ran  ilk  oper  to  styke ; 
.  Vpon  pe  dede  ^ede  pe  quyke. 
Al  to  telle  hit,  nought  y  ne  can, 
Bot  loren  was  per  many  a  man ; 
.  pe  Bretons  seye  non  ojier  weye, 
.pey  most  wel  fyghte,  oper  elles  deye;^* 
.  Oper  al  to  wynne,  or  al  to  lese, 
.  pat  on  of  Jk)  byhoued  hem  chese. 
.  pc  best  fyghters  ber^*  forth  pe  brest, 


3508 


3512 


3516 


3520 


col.  2.] 

3524 


3528 


3532 


2  cheitroun, 

*  suldfor)>er  j^n. 

^  wksM  com  a  has,  en  la  grant 
presse,  el  tas  [heap,  mass] :  Wace, 
i.  151, 1.  3184, 

^  gteilles. 


7  to  batale. 

^  lances  did  pei. 

»  MS.  set/, 

*^  after  lances  l>a<  )Vei  seUe. 

'^  )>er  belioued  ^am  lyue  or  deie. 

^^bare. 
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Archer's  &  arblast^rs  J?em  next;^  3536 

pe  Myle[ne]rs  &  fe  Centaynes^ 

ffolewed  faste  on  ]k)  Romaynes ; 

Sire  Galbao,^  ]>er  gouernoii^', 

He  bated  liym  o  )?e  Bretons  stour ;  3540 

Bot  slayn  was  sire  Galbao,^ 

prtt  al  ]fer  trist  was  vnto  ; 

&^  Prosenna  was  brought  right''  donn, 

On  hem  J?e  Bretons  woTine  )?e  toun  ;  3544 

P^^osenna  )>ey  iok  a[l]  qiiyk ;  ® 

pey  persed  J;e  Romayns  bataiUe  )?yk, 

&;  al  ]>er  force  doun  J?ey  slow, 

&  to  )?e  cite  fiiste  J^ey  drow.  3548 

pe  toun  might  )>ey  defende  namore, 

pe  cheftayns  were  slayn  ]>ai  ]f€r  wore ; 

pe  hre^i*e  come  vntil  |?e  cite, 

&  founde  );<jr-inne  richesse  plente.  3552 

Belyn  gaf  Bre7ine  al  )?e  empyre, 

And  lie  was  Enperour  &  sire; 

pe  folk  of  hyra  ]?ey  had  gret  doute, 

His  fomeu  jK)row  force  dide  J>em  aloute,^      3556 

[Long  lie  regned  Empe?'oure*] 

pat  neue7*e  dirst  Romayn  stire  in  his  f^iour.^ 


They  press  on 
the  Romans, 


kill  Galbao, 
take  Prosenna, 


break  the 
Roman  line, 
kill  their  men, 

and  seize  the 
city. 


Belyn  makes 
Brenne  em- 
peror, 


T>elyn  to  Bretayne  yen  gan  turne, 
,  ^  He  wold  no  lengere  jTer  soiourne ; 
&  when  lie  com  vntil  J>is  lond, 
pe  olde  cites  )?at  he  fond, 
He  closed  }?em,  &  mad  hem  newe, 
pe  walles  he  reisede  trist  &  trewe. 
In  Walys  he  dide  make  a  toun ; 
Kaerusik^^  he  caldit  on  bretoun, 


*  nesie. 

*  Milleners  ff  centeners. 
^  Gabao. 

*\>2it,     [leaf  22.  J 

*  was  bom. 


comes  back  to 
3560  ^""^"' 


rebuilds  the  old 
cities; 


3564 


•  aft  qmke, 

7  did  he  loute. 

8  From  the  Petj  t  MS. 

'  romeyn  durst  stir  him  stoure. 
»»  kaerusk. 


and  in  Wales 
builds  Kaer- 
usk, 
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THE  NAME  CABLYON   IS   EXPLAINJ5D. 


afterwards 
called  Eaer- 
legion, 
because  the 
Romans 
wintered 
there  when  they 
came  to  collect 
their  tribute. 


Then  came  folk 
who  liked  short 
words, 
and  they  cut 
Kaerlegion 
down  to 
Carlyon  ; 
but  Legion 
means  the  6660, 
Romans  who 
came  there  to 
collect  tribute. 


ffor  hit  stande^  vpon  Vsk, 
A  wat^r  Jwt  renueB  by  bank  &  busk; 
Sipen  men  caldit  Eaer-legion : 
List  now  what  was  ]?e  enchesoun,^ 
Whylon'  Romayns  had  J?is  lond 
In  per  demeynes,  in  J?er  hond; 
Whan  Romayns  com  for  "per  truage, 
At  Kaerufifyk*  l^ey  helde  hostage, 
&  pere  fey  made  most  dwelljmg^, 
ffor  ]>er  was  gret  ese  of  mikel  )>yng ; 
At  Kaerusyk^  in  Clamorkau,' 
In  wynter  )?ey  dwelt  fer,  ilkaman ; 
&  for  pey  had  so  longe  per  hold, 
Kaer-legion  pe  name  was  told. 
Com  after,  men  of  diuerse®  language, 
»pat  schortly  to  speken  haue  in^  vsage, 
And  schorted  hit  wy)?  name  &  soun, 
And  afterward  kaldyt  Carlyon ;  ^ 
Bot  legion  ys  nouwibre  of  folk  pat  wex, 
Sex  J>ousand,  sex  hundred,  sexti  &  sex ; 
pus  many  alwey  fro  Rome  com,® 
pat  ay  for  truwage  to  Carlyon  nom.^^ 


3668 


3572 


3576 


3580 


DeaflC] 

3584 


3588 


ThenBelyn 


returns  to  Lon- 
don, 

builds  a  gate 


with  a  tower 
over  it, 


"Whan  Belyn  Carlion  had  set, 

pe  walles  he  reysed,  &  folk  to  fet; 
To  Londone  ponne  tok  he  pe  way, 
And  per  he  dwelled  many  a  day.  3592 

per  dide  he  a^^  gate  by-gynne, 
Ouer  pe  water,  per  schipes  come  ynne ; 
&  ouer  pat  gate  he  made  a  tour, 
per-inne  he  held  [ful]  long  soiour.  3596 


*  it  standes, 

2  why  pe  encheson, 

3  whilom, 

*  kaerusk, 

^  clamorgan, 

*  Com  diners  men  of  )>er. 


7  schorte  to  speke  haf, 

^  brak  pe  word  to  kaerlioun, 

[leaf  22,  col.  a.] 
®  euer/ro  Borne  cam. 
*"  ay  vnto  kaerlion  nam. 
»»  MS.  Sf.    P.  a. 
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He  reysed^  ttile  his  fader  lawes, 
&  dide  )>em  holde  by  his  dawes ; 
Dom  he  gaf  wysly  &  right, 
Trow)?  held  he  wel  wi)?*  al  his  myght. 
Mykel  pleynte  was  in  his  tyme, 
On  no  marines  more  may  men  *  ryme  ; 
Longe  he  lyuede,  longe*  to  welde, 
&  faire  he  ended  in  his  elde; 
ffor  of  ]Kii  gate  )?at  Belyn  aught, 
Of  Belyn  [J?en]  pe  name  hit  laught ; 
Longe  men  caldit**  til  now  late, 
After  Belyn,  Belynes  gate ; 
.porow  schort  langage,  y  tolde  er  how 
Byllyngesgate  men  calle  hit  now. 


rules  wisely, 


3600 


and  dies  at  a 
3604  ^"^  ^^^  *^ 
His  gate  is 


called  Belyn's 

3608  ^*^' 


or  Billingsgate. 


jf  Hie  moriebati^r  nobilos  Belynns. 

jf  Whan  he  was  ded,  sire  Belyn, 

pe  people  for  hym  hadde  sorwe  &  pyn  ; 

ftbr  manye  a  man  fol  sore  gi-et 

pcii  day  ]Ktt  he  ys  lyf  for-let. 

pey  dide  make  for  his  honur 

A  barel  of  gold  of  his  tresour, 

&  brente  his  body,  flesche  &  bon, 

I^  barel  of  gold  ]?ey  leid  ilkon ; 

.  More  worschip  J?em  )K)ught  hit  so, 

.pan  his  body  in  erthe  to  do. 
When  J?e  barel  was  al  dight, 

.  &  wel  y-burnnscht  fair  &  ^  bryght, 
Vp  yj?e  Tour  }?ey  made  a  stage, 
&  heye  it  henge  bifore^  J?e  passage, 
pat  alle  )?at  passed,  more  &  lasse, 
Schold  p7'eyse  ®  Belyn  for  his  prowesse. 


361  2  His  people 
lament  him, 


3616 


bnm  his  body, 
and  pat  the 
ashes  in  a  gold 
barrel, 


3620 


which  they 

3624  ^*°«  "P  ^"  ^^^ 
Tower 

for  honour  to 
Belyn. 


*  rai$ed, 

^ofno  man  more  may  we. 

*  pe  land. 


^  called, 

^  barred  all  j*  huruessid, 

7  §•  hang  it  be/or. 

•^  Praised,     [leaf  22,  back.] 
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GURGOYNT  SUBDUES  THE  DANES  AGAIN. 


Gargoint  suc- 
ceeds Belyn, 


and  roles  well. 


The  Danes  stop 
paying  their 
tribute, 
[leaf  10,  col.  2.] 


so  he  invades 
and  beats  them, 


kills  their  king, 


takes  hostages 
from  them,  and 
sails  homeward. 
Near  the  Ork- 
neys 

he  meets  30 
ships 

under  Pantalius, 


3628 


3632 


3636 


jfChirgoynt  Bex. 

After  Belyn,  Gurgoint  his  sone 

Hadde  ]?e  heritage  |?orow^  resone. 
Gurgoynt  Beretruk,  )mg  waa  his  name ; 
Of  gret  godnesse  he  bar  ]?e  *  fame ; 
Pes  to  loke,  &  ryght  to  holde, 
He  lyknede  his  ffader,  Belyn  J?e  bolde. 
pat  Belyn  left,  he  heldit  wel; 
Noiaunce  had  he  neuere  a  del, 
Bot  )?e  Daneys,^  ]?ey  forsok 
To  gyue  truage  J?at  Belyn  tok. 
Gurgoynt  ]?oughte  he  hadde  ryght  );er-ynne, ' 
His  truwage  he  wolde  al  gate  wynne; 
His  host  he  gadered,  &  schipes*  did  come  ; 
pey  set  vp  sail,  &  for)?  yey  nome.  3640 

To  bataille  fey  samnde,  boJ?e  partys, 
Bot  Gurgoynt  wan  ]>cr  sone  )?e  pris;*^ 
Hym  self  yn  bataille  slow  }?e  kynge, 
&  tok  homage  of  ilka  lordynge ;  3644 

&  his  truwage  dide  restore, 
Als  his  fader  had  hit  byfore. 
When  he  had  take  of  hem  ostage, 
Gurgoynt  forj?  went  on  his  viage  :  3648 

He  passed  for)?  by  Orkeneye; 
pritty  schipes  he  mette  in  weye, 
Charged  wy)?  folk®  &  wy)?  vitaille, 
Bot  ^y  ne  wyste  whider  to  sailk;  3652 

Pantalius,  ]>er  maister  hight, 
pat  mayntende  hem,  &  held  to  ryght. 
Gurgoynt  asked  what  men  ]?ey  were, 
&  what  )?ey  soughte,  &  why  come  )?ere.        3656 


»6e. 

'  a  man  o/gode  \»erofhad. 

MS.  Barneys.  P.  has  danes. 
*  he  gadred  scldppes. 


^  P.  wrongly  transposes  this  line 
and  the  one  above  it 
«  Charged fuU. 
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Panialius  spak  ful  curteysly.  who  Bays  that 

"  We  ar  men  of  pes,  sekyng  auowery,  wanderers 

"  Wey-farende  men  ]Ktt  wolde  haue  gryj?; 
.*'  We  aske  )?e  leue  to  speke  J>e  wy)?."  3660 

pe  kyng  ne  wolde  no  pes^  breke, 
WyJ?  loue  he  gaf  hem  leue  to  speke. 
He  paide,  "  We  ar  men.  of  diuerse  lynage, 
"  Exiled  of  Spayne,  comen  by  )?ys  ryuage,  3664  baniahed  from 
"  ^yt  ^d  we  any  stede  fond,  ^gTandu, 

"  On  to  reste,  a  certeyn  lond.  settle  in; 

"  ffor  dper  half  ^er  *  ]?u.s  haue  we  went ; 
"  Hunger,  Jmrst,  cold,  ha)?  vs  schenfc;  3668 

"  Many  a  cost  haue  we  )>orow  sought ; 
"  Lond  on  to  lende,  ne  fond  we  nought;      .       but  none  have 
"  &  we  ar  alle  onoyed  ^er  fore,  ^  ^"°  ' 

"  ffor  ourc  trauaille  &  grete  lore.  3672 

"  Bot,  lord,  jyf  hit  were  ^our  wylle,  will  Gurgoynt 

"  Suflfre  vs  to  reste  on  Jy  londe  stille!  inhislai^?^ 

"  Scruise  ]>er  fore  we  wole  )?e  do ; 
"  py  men  bycome,  ^yf  )?ou  wilt  so."  3676 

Bot  Qorgoynt  wolde  J>em  nought  graunt  Gurgoynt  re- 

Of  his  to  haue  a  remenaunt ;  ^^* 

Nought  for  yy  he  gaf  hem  conseil 

Toward  Irlond  to  sette  ^er  sayl;  3680  «»d  *«U«  t^^*™ 

&  of  his  schipes  he  lente  )?em  tweye,  laud^  ^  "*" 

To  techen  hem  ye  ryghte  weye. — 

jf  Irlond  jwt  tyme  was  bygged  no  J?ynge  which  was  then 

Wy)?  hous'  ne  toun,  ne  man  wonyngc. —     3684?"  ' 
So  longe  }«y  sailled,  J?e  se  )?orow  ronne, 

pat  algate  to  Irlond  bey  wonne;  The  Spaniards 

tL        ^     1  1     e         1  i.  saU  there, 

.  pey  stryken  sayl,  &  anker  cast, 

Vp  to  lande  pey  jede  ryght  fast ;  3688  land, 

Al  J?ey  founde  wast*  &  wylde. 


»  Pes  wUd  nmtht  pe  Ayng.  |       '  londea.     [leaf  22.  back,  col.  2.] 

*  a  yere  ff  half.    An  et  demie,  *  ait  fond  pet  wildemes, 

Face!.  159,  L  3987.  I 
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180  OF  THE  FIBST  KINO  OF  IRELAND,  AND  OF  MARK-LAW. 


»pey  spredde  hem  aboute  in  ilkan  ylde; 
plough,  build,  Sone  )>ey  maden  eryed^  feld, 

pey  logged  hem,  &  tymber  *  teld ; 
and  multiply,  per  folk  wax  fiaste,  &  fostred  more, 

&  tyled  ]fe  lond  aboute  ay  whore. 


3692 


and  make  Pan- 
talios  the  first 
king  of  Ireland. 

Gurgoynt 

comes  back  to 

Britain, 

and  dies  in  SO 

years. 


if  Pantalyus  pnm^  Bex  Bibemie.  nf.i6,bk..coii.] 


Pantalius,  )?ey  maden  hym  kyng; 
,  In  Irlond  )>en  made  he  *  first  wonjmg. 

When  Gurgoynt  had  J?em  Jrider  ysent, 

Horn  vntil  his  lond  he  went; 
,  pritty  ^er  in  fys  lyf  gan  lende ; 

At  Kerlyoun  he  made  hys  ende. 


3696 


3700 


Gwyntelyn 
succeeds; 


and  his  wife 
Marcye 

is  wise,  and 
makes  the 


law  Marcyene, 


orMarchenlage, 
which  still  pre- 


jf  Gwjnitelyn  Bez^  cfaxus  vxor  Marciena  Sapiens  fidt. 

vyhan  Gurgoynt  hadde  don  his  fyn, 
Regned*  his  sone  Gwyntelyn; 

A  god  man  was  for  ]?e  maystrie, 

&  his  wyf  highte  dame  Marcye.  3704 

Dame  Marcye  was  mikel  of*  pris; 

Of  landes  lawe  scheo  was  ful  wys ; 

Scheo  studyed  faste  to  make  'pe  lawe. 
•  ffor  hure  )>ey  caldyt  by  J^at  dawe,  3708 

In  Bretons  tyme,  als  y  wene, 

pey  calde  )7at  lawe  Marcyene. 

ffro  kyng  to  kyng  ]?at  lawe  men  wrot, 
.&  Englysche  kynges  ^it  hit  wot;  3712 

Marchenlage,  ]fe  EngUsch  hit  calde  ; 
.In  eyghte®  schires  ]>at  lawe  ^it  men  halde. 


'  tnad  ardawe. 

-  timbred. 

^  Ireland  mad  he. 


*  after  him  com. 

6  in. 

^auht.     [leaf23.J 
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,  Glouoestre,  Chestr^,  War^wyk,  Oxenford, 

.  Hereforde,  Wynchestre/  Schropechire,  Stafford. 

And  Gwyntelyn  &  Marcyen,  3717 

A  knaue  child  hadden  )?em  bytwen. 


vailB  in  eight 
English  shires. 


ff  Syluyus  Sex. 

jf  Syluius  his  nalne  J?ey  told, 
&  er  he  were  seuen  ^er  old^ 
Deyde  his  fitder:  Jwtt  tyine  here 
He  regned  namore  hot  ten  ^ere. 
After  Gwyntelyns  deces, 
Kepte  Marcyen  J^e  lond  yn  pes; 
&  when  Jwt  he  was  wel  of  elde, 
pat  he  cou]?e  ^e  londes  welde, 
Scheo  hyin  dide  coroune  kynge; — 
,Y  telde  ^ow  his  regne  in  alle*  }?ynge;- 
Stalworth  he  was,  yn  armes'  bone; 
Bot  after  his  fader  he  deyde*  sone. 


3720 


Gwyntelyn 
dies. 


3<^24  His  widow 

reigns  till  her 
boy 

Sylvius  is 
3728  *^~^*^' 


but  he  dies 
soon, 


jf  Ejrnmar  Bex. 

penne  com  his  heir,  Kymnar,  her,« 
. &  regned*  on  &  twenty  ^er. 

Daneus  his  hroper  fen  hadde  ^  )?e  lond ; 
.  Ten  ^er  he  regned,  wy}?  werre  he  fond. 


j^       and  is  suc- 
oJoZ  ceeded  by  Kyn- 
l>A<v-   nuir,  and  he 
''*^*'  by  Daneus, 


»  The  Petyt  MS.  rightly  substi- 
tutes Wircester  for  this: — 

Gloucester,  Wircester,  Herford, 

Werwik, 
Oxenford.  Schropschire.  Chester. 

stqfbrd, 
^  ff  he  regned  in  aU  pe. 


'  teas  tiU, 

*  die. 

*  Kymare  his  sonne  his  heirc  was 
here, 

*  he  lyued. 

7  si^^  had. 


I  2 
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HOW  MORPIDUS  IS  A  MOODY   MAN. 


whose  bastard 
son,  Morpydus, 


a  ^Tratbf^l  man, 

conquers  the 
land. 

When  angered, 
he  will  kill  any 
man : 


but  when  not 
Uiigry,  he  is 
very  good, 

liberal, 


gracious, 
and  meek. 


The  duke  of 
Morreve  in- 
vades Northum- 
berland. 

Morpidus  at- 
tacks and  kills 
him, 


jf  De  Morpydeo  Bege  Bastardo. 

i^ys  Daneus  hadde  on  bastardie^ 

A  sone  ]?at  wan  hit  wyj>  maLstrie ;  3736 

Morpydus,*  hit  seys  he  hight; 

He  was  a  merueillous  '  mody  knyght. 

porow  hardynesse  wan  hit  of  chaunce ; 

Egreliche^  he  tok  vcngeaunce,  3740 

Hys  ire,  when  hit  on  hyin  ran, 

ffor  nought  wold^  he  slo  no  man®; 

ffor  loue  wold^  he  noman  spare, 

pe^  whyles  )xtt  his  wrathe  ware.  3744 

In  al  )?e  regne  ne  was  ^er  non 

So  fair  of  vertues  als  he  on. 

Hys  body  was  gent,  &  fair  of  vis ; 

Til  alle  he  gaf  gyftes  of  pris ;  3748 

Out  of  mesure  ^n  was  he  large,    ri«ifi6,back,coi.2.] 

Tresour  to  holde  ne  made  he  charge. 

pe^  while  his  ire  was  a-weye, 

Al  wold^  he  do  'pat  men  wold*^  seye,  3752 

.  &  also  meke  was  as  a  child, 
,Tyl  pat  his  wraj>  wax^  on  hym  wyld. 

jn  Moi-pidus  tyme  'pat  was  so  stout, 

-*■  pe  duk  of  Morreue  robbed  a-bout ;  3756 

Northumberland  gan  he  waste ; 

&  Morpydus  til  hym  gan  haste, 

And  angerly®  gan  hym  assaille, 

&  |?er  hym  slow  in  pleyn  batailk.  3760 

pus  seide  men,  &  ^it  mes  seys,  *^ 

pat  hit  was  p^^oued  (y  not  what  weys) 


>  hcucardie.  The  second  scribe 
or  P.  writes  from  here  to  1.  3965. 
See  qwen,  1.  3881,  note. 

2  Morwidua.  Morhidus  in  1. 3755  j 
MorpiduM  in  1.  3758,  3763,  &c. 

'  Oiier  mesure  was  he. 


*  IrousUk,  «  wild. 

•  a  man.  7  To. 

^  Bot  whtM  Ids  wraihe  was. 
^  egrelike.     [leaf  23,  col.  2,1 
><>  §•  yit  sais. 
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pat  Morpidus  slow  mo  men/  alone, 

pan  eJle  bis  host[e]  dide  ilkone. 

When  he  had  slayn  al  )?at  he  myght, 

&  was  al  wery  more  to  fyght, 

pe  bodies*  he  dide  brenne  of  J?o, 

Er  his  grete  ire  myght  ouer  go. 

pe*  tyme  }>at  he  was  best  in  elde, 

&  stalwordest  hym  self  to  welde, 

A  best  com  out  of  )?e  Irysche  se 

&  destruyed  al  )>e  contre; 

An  hydous  best  was  hit  by  sight, 

'  Monstre  Maryne '  men  seide  hit  hight; 

&  som  men  caldit  '  Marebellew/  * 

So  wonderful  best  no  man  'per  knew. 
.  (Swylk  calle  men  *  Monstre/  als  y  fynde, 
.  pat  lymes  hauen  *  out  of  kynde ; 
.  pat  hauen  *  lymes  more  or  lesse, 
.  *  Monstre '  men  seis  ]?at  swilkou  ysse.)  * 
.  *  Marebellow '  ^  ys  )?e  se  hound : 
•  I  not  whej?er  hit  suiymmes  ®  or  is  atte  ground. 

Was  non  J?at  wonede  by  )?e  se  syde, 

pat  durste  for  J;at  best  abyde; 

Man  &  best  he  swelwed  &  et®; 

pat  he  ouertok,  on*^  lyue  ne  let. 

)f  Morpidus  herde  J?e7'of  gret  cry ; 

Hys  herte  was  bold  &  euere^^  hardy. 

On  himself  he  affyed  so, 

Allone,  )7e  best  he  ^ede  hym  to, 

&  faught  wy]?  hym, — hit  was  folye 

On  hym  self  so  mykel  forto  affie ;  ^* — 


and  slays  more 
•>'"*  his  host  does. 


He  bams  the 
o^T£«Q  bodies  of  his 
foes. 
In  his  time 


comes  oat  of 
3772  *^®  Irish  sea 

a  hideous 
marine  monster  y 


or  Marebellew, 


3776 


3780 


3784 


3788 


that  eats  every 
one  it  gets  hold 
of. 

Morpidus 


3792 


boldly  goes 
against  the 
monster, 


^  gieu  me, 

2  "  All  alive,"  says  Wace,  1.  3463. 

*  marine    belue,     Wace,  i.   166. 
Lat.  bclua  maritima,  De  Lincy,  ib. 


'       7  Mare  BcUu. 
^  ?  MS.  smymiAes. 
^  etc  ,  ,  leet, 

'^  oMer. 

"  mikil  affie. 


suinvneSf  P. 
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attacks  it  with  a 
spear, 


and  then  a 
sword. 

The  monster 
swallows  Mor- 
pidus, 


bnt  is  killed  it- 
selt 


Hym  self  alone  ^  \>e  best  assailled, 
Gret  hardynense  hym  non^  ne  &illed; 
Wy)?  spere  first  he  til  hym  schet;* 
&  wounded  hym  ]>at  was  so  gret. 
Whan  he  had  schoten,  &  til  hym  oaAt^ 
penne  wyj?  swerd  hew  on  hym  fast. 
Ouer  neygh  he  cam  in  J?at  fyghtyng: 
He  gaped  wyde,  &  swelwed*  )?e  kyng. 
*  [pus  gate  deid  sir  Morpidus ; 
So  did  )>e  best  Jwt  swalud  him  <Aus.]* 
ffor  ]>e  kyng  men  made  gret  mone^ 
pe  bestes  dep  conforted  ilkone. 


3796 


3800 


3804 


Of  Morpidas's 
five  sons, 


Qorbodian  suc- 
ceeds him,  a 
true,  wise,  man. 


loving  truth. 


and  doing 
right 


JT  0orbodyan  rax. 

Morpydus  hadde  sones  fyue, 
&  alia  )>ey  leftym  byhinde  alyue.^ 
Gorbodyan,  fairest  of  flour, 
&  Argayl,  &  sira  Elydour, 
lugenes,^  &  sire  Perodour, 
.  Alle  fyue  were  kynges  of  honur. 
Gorbodian  was  flot^r  &  pris, 
He  was  trewe,  feyghtful,®  &  wys ; 
Neuere  kyng  wy^  so  mykel  loue 
Ouer  no  lond  regned^  aboue, 
Neuere  louede  he  no  lye/^ 
No  dide  me^  wrong,  lowe  ne  heye.^^ 
He  was  kyng  ful  mesurable, 
To  don  alle  right  ho  was  ful  stable ; " 
Loue  &  pes  his  tyme  was  ryf ; 


3808 


[leaf  17.] 

3812 


3816 


^  Al  on  him  self, 
2  Hardin  es  ofhert, 

^  launee  first  he  to  him  sect, 

[leaf  28,  back.] 

*  opind  his  mouth  ff  sualhid, 
^*  From  the  Petyt  MS. 

*  all  l^  be-hind  him  on  Hue. 


7  Vigenius,  Oalf,  Mon.  i.  18. 

»  rihtfuU. 

*  Ouer  lond  nefolk  ne  was. 

1^  witand  he  ne  leih. 

"  dide  wronge  to  nuiu.  )>at  deith, 

1'  P.  wrongly  omits  this  line. 
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Ten  ^er  he  lynede  \fer  inne  his  lyf. 

In  TVenouante  \fer  he  lys, 

His  hroper  hym  leyde  at  his  deuis. 


3820  He  reigns  10 
years, 


if  Argayl  Sex. 

Argayl,  Jwt  next  hym  was  bom, 
Was  kyng  as  he  had  be  byforn. 
Wykkedly  ]7en  gan  hym  falle, 
ffor  he  discorded  wy]?  hem  alle ; 
pe  godmen  he  abesed^  mykel, 
&  auamised  J70  ]fat  were  swykel; 
pe  tresor  ]?ey  hadden,  he  it  hem  reft; 
He  loued  wel  lyes;*  ]fe  soJ?es  he  left; 
Trowe  men  ne  louede  he  nought; 
Olad  was  he  whan  wo  was  wrought. 
J^e  barons  C07iseilled  )?eym  bytwene; 
pe  lond  J>ey  refte  hym  qujrt  &  clene. 


and  is  sue- 
oooA  ceeded  by  his 
'^^^^  bad  brother 

Argayl, 


who  puts  down 

3828  *^«  «<^'  ^^ 
np  the  deceitftil, 

and  loves  lies. 


3832 


His  barons  torn 
himoutj 


JT  ISjiovTm  Sex. 

i^enne  corouned  J^ey  sire  Elydour, 

Man  of  pite  &  of  socour. 
Argail,  J>at  was  dryuen  out, 
He  ^ede  to  piynces  ouei*  al  about 
ffor  help  to  haue  his  regne  ageyn  ; 
Bot  his  trauaille  was  al  in  veyn, 
Non  wolde  helpe  restore  his  perd; 
pen  lyued  he  ffyue  ^er  in  pouert 
Sone  afte[r]  ^e  ffyue  ^eres  ende, 
Elydou?'  )?orow  a  wode  schold  wende, 
ffor  to  pleye  by  o  ryuer ; 
pat  wode,  men  caldit  Calduter.^ 


and  make  his 

3836  ^">*^«''  ^^- 
door  king. 

Argail  in  vain 

seeks  help  to 

recover  his 

land, 

3840 


3844 


and  lives  five 
years  in 
poverty. 

Then  he  meets 
Elidonr, 


'  abeiased  .  .  aueanced. 

'  BielHsfy  wild  lie, 

*  kalamiter.      Deaf  28,  back,  col.  2.] 


Galat^,  Wace,  1.  3570,  where 
Brenne  fbaght  Belin,  p.  107, 1.  3025 
above. 
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136  elidouk's  plan  for  restoring  king  ARGAYL. 


prays  for 
mercy, 

which  Elidour 
grants,  and  then 


takes  Argail  to 
Aclud,  and 
keeps  him  in  his 
own  room. 


Argail  \fer  sire  Ely  dour  mette; 
.On  knes  sire  Elydottr  he  grette,  384?8 

&  asked  hym  g?'ace  &  mercy; 

&  he  hym  g^'aunted  al  redy; 

On  hym  he  hadde  gret  pyte, 

pttt  in  poue>*te  schold  hym  se.  3852 

His  armes  abute  his  nekke  he  kast, 
.His  grete  pouerte  he  pleyned  fast; 
.  Whan  he  had  longe  ment  his  mone^ 

Tyl  Aclud  \fey  wente  ilkone ;  3856 

In  his  chaumbre  he  dide  hym  be, 

pat  non  hym  wiste  bot  in  pryuete. 
.  Her6j>  now  of  sire  Elydour, 
.How  he  dide  his  broker  gret  honur.  3860 


Then  EUdour 
shams  iUness, 

sends  for  his 
harons 


to  come  and 
see  hhn, 


and  swears 
them  separately 

to  do  homage 
to  Argail. 


if  De  pietate  Elydory. 

jf  Elydour  feyned  hym  sik  to  lye, 

&  seide  he  hopede*  forto  deye. 

After  his  barons  J^enne  he  sent, 

And  ]?ey  alle  til  hym  went;  3864 

A  day  was  ordeyned  for  to  be,  [leaf  17,  cd.  2.] 

pat  ]?ey  schold  visiten*  hym,  &  se; 

Wy)H)ute  noyse  til  hym  schold'  go, 

On  alone,  wy]?outen  mo,  3868 

&  speke  softe  &  pj'iuely, 

ffor  he  ne  moughte  sufire  no  cri. 

Ilkon  dide  )?e  kynges  wille, 

As  ]?ey  come  yn,  J?ey  held  hem  stille ;  3872 

&  als  ]?ey  comen,  J?e  kyng  hem  tok, 

&  dide  ]?em  sweren  on  ]?e  bok 

ffor  to  don  Argail  homage; 

Were  he  neuere  of  so  hey  parage,  3876 

Wold  he,  ne  wolde,*  )?at  scholde*  he  do. 


*  kopi<{,  expected. 
2  suld  viseL 


'  8uld» 

<  wild  he  ne  wild. 
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O^er  ]?e  dep  schold  he'  go  to. 
pus  sonderlypes*  he  dide  ]?em  swere, 
•  Tyl  Argayl  schulde  pej  fai)?*  here. 


3880 


Deposito  Elidoro,  Argayl  iternm  feiCttcs  est 

TIThen*  ]?ey  Jiad  alle  sworcn  an  oJ> 
Tyl  Argail,  wer  hem  lef  or  I0J7, 

Ely  dour  &  pey  alle  went 

To  ^ork,  &  helde  a  Parlenient. 

Elydour  'per  ]?e  coroune  leued, 

And  set  hit  vpon  Argailes  heued, 

&  seide,  "here  gyue  y  pe  Argayl 

**J)e  coroune  of  Bretayne  holyke  al." 

}>an  seide  me^  of  sir6  Elydour^ 

pat  he  of  pite  was  fruyt  &  flour, 

pat  forsok  pe  regalte,* 

&  garf  hit  his  broJ?er  for  pite ; 
.  J^erfore  in  ilka  lordes  ®  hous 

Was  he  cald  Elydour  Pytous. 

jf  Argail  amemled  his  maners, 
.  &  louede  his  barons,  &  m[a]de  pern  pers  ;^ 

Was  non  of  hem  so  mesurable, 

Ne  of  his  word -so  wys  &  stable"; 

AXLe  his  wykked  tecches  he  left® 
.When  [he]  had  take  pe  corown®  eft; 
.All6  hym  louede  Jwt  hym  er  hated, 
.fTor  alle  his  vices  were  abated. 

Ten  ^er  he  regned  in  honour, 

&  syj>en^*  fel  in  a  langour, 

&  ended  his  lif  fair  &  wel : 
.pey  byried  hym  at  Karlel. 


Bex. 


They  all  hold  a 
Parliament  at 
York. 

3884 

Elidoor  sets  his 
crown  on  Ar- 
gail's  head, 
and  gives  ap  to 

txQoQ  him  the  rule  of 

3888  Britain. 


3892 


Argail  mends 
gS9g  his  manners, 


gives  ap  his 
3900  '^^^^^d  tricks, 

and  all  men 
love  him. 

He  reigns  10 

3904  y*^' 

dies,  and  is 
buried  at  Kar- 
leL 


'  Or  ye  dede  he  suld, 

^  sunder  Ups  (separately). 

'  To  ArgaiU  suld  pei  feche  J»«  bcre, 

*  Qwen. 

*  regaunie. 


*  lordyng. 

^  his  pes, 

■  tecchis  left, 

^  whan  he  tohe  ye  croune. 

'^syn. 
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188    ELIDOUB  IS  mPBISONED,  BUT  BECOMES  KING. 


Elidour  is 
chosen  king, 

but  his  brothers 
Jugens  and 
Perediir  rebel 
against  him, 

take  him, 
prison  him  in 
London, 


jf  Itemm  degerrmt  IHYO^omm. 

Sire  Eliadour  eft  ]?ey  ches, 

pat  loued  so  mikel  pite  &  pes.  3908 

Bot  lugens  &  Ferodours 

Agayn  hym  gonne  be^  werreours; 

Prjniely  gadered  ]?ey  partye,* 

&  tok  hym  al  wyj>  triche^ie;  3912 

At  London^  )>ey  dide  hym  in  hold, 

In  a  prison  hard  &  cold. 


and  divide  his 
land, 

Jugens  taking 
Northumbria, 

and  Perednr 
tiierest 

In  seven  years 
Jngens  dies 
heirless, 
and  Perednr 
has  all  Britain 

till  he  dies  of 
fever. 

Then  Elidour 
is  crowned 
again. 


He  sets  right 
the  wrongs 
done  by  his 
brothersy 


if  De  falsitate  tntrum. 

Perodour  &  lugenes, 

pey  parted  al  ^is  lond,  &  ches:  3916 

lugenes  tok,  as  hym  jTOUght  best, 

By  northen  Humbei',  Est  &  West. 

Perodour  hadde  ]?at  oJ?er  partie,  Deaf  17,  back.] 

&  in  a  ]7rowe  al  ^  seignu-jye ;  3920 

fTor  lugenes  lyued  bot  seuen  jer, 

Wythouten  heyr,  quyt  &  cler. 

jf  Perodour  gan  hit  ^enne  vnderfonge;      Rex. 

Bot  he  reioysed  hit  nought  ^  longe,  3924 

ffor  )?e  ATeueTynges^  de]?  hym  tok; 
.  Wy)?  synne  hit  wan,  wib  sorewe  hit  fursok.* 

jf  pen  brought  ]?ey  forthe  sire  Elydour,     Sex. 

&  corouned  hym  wy]?  honur.  3928 

When  he  had  take^  J?e  coroun, 
.He  dide  ]?at  tyme  )?e  folk  somoiyi 

To  se  )?e  ska)?es  his  hre^ere  had  don, 

&  amended  hem  al  so  son.  3932 

Of  folyes  was  he  god  iustice, 
.He  refte  nere  man  his  fraunchise; 


^  him  were, 

2  ne  ioyed  it  neuer, 

^ferynges. 


DsarS4>  001.2.] 


*  sckamefor  soke. 
^  ]fris  had  he  ttihfn. 
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He  gaf  ensample  of  eMe  wysdam, 

))at  helden  )>e  lond>  or  after  hym  cam ;         3936 

Large  of  herte,  of  wylle  fre, 

He  bight  Elydour  of  pyte ; 

In  al  his  tyme  hit  was  hende,^ 

In  alle  godnesse  his  lyf  gan  ende;  3940 

,  In  Aldeburghe  castel  was  he  leyd, 
.  *Klud'^  \Kti  tyme  J>e  name  was  seyd. 


is  generous  and 
good, 

dies, 
I 

and  is  boned  in 
Aldborough 
ca«tle. 


A  fter  Elydour  of  pite, 

-^  His  cosyn  hadde  )?e  regalte,  3944 

pe  eldest  sone  of  Oorbodian,  B6Z. 

Sy)?en  Argailes  sone,'  J^at  bight  Morgan.  Bex, 
pys  Morgan  was  god  &  meke, 
His  gode  wyl  was  nought  to  seke;  3948 

He  was  god  lord*  wy}K)uten  ylk, 
And  alle  hym  louede  wy}?  gode  wylld. 
After  Morgan,  Argailles  sone,* 
jf  Ermaneus^  hadde  ^e  regyone.  Bex. 

Eumaneu^'^  was  Morganes  bro)>€r,  3953 

Bot  his  manors  were  alk  oJ>er, 
He  couJ>e  hym  neuere  ffrendes  gete; 
Tyl  al  he  hadde  ire  &  hate,«  3956 

&  alle  hated  hym  right  sore, 
flTor  he  dide  yUe  to  alle  Jwt  wore ; 
Ilkon  ]fey  found  hym  vengaunce  ful, 
WyJ>  schrewes  he  dide  hem  many  yl  pulJ  3960 
Six  wynter  he  regned  in  his  lyf, 
In  felony e  &  in  stryf : 
Alle  )?e  comune  seide  right  )m«, 
. "  We  haten  hym,  so  do)?  he  va"  3964 


KHdiir  is  sue- 
ceeded  by 
Argail*s  son, 
Morgan, 


agoodloid, 
loyed  by  all 


Him,  his  bad 
brother  Erma- 
neos  succeeds, 


and  all  the  peo- 
ple hate  him 
so  for  his  eyil 
doings 


1  aU  ende,  and  leaves  oat  the  next 
line. 
^Ohid. 

'  MS.  Argailessone, 
'  Lord  nn  aft. 


^  Emmaniue,  or  Ennuanins,  £n- 
niaonus,  Geoff.  Mon, 

^  mht  and  hete. 

7  toith  yuel  men  did  him  manie  a 
puft. 
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that  they  drive 
him  oat  of  the 
hind, 


and  chose  Ja- 
geneas's  son, 
Yyalon,  king. 

He  riles  weU, 


but  soon  dies, 


and  Peredor's 

son  is  made 

king. 

Then  come  in 

succession, 

Gernnces, 

Catillus, 

Porrex, 
Cheryn, 


(a  terrible 
drunkard, 

but  his  three 
sons  were  all 
kings  succes- 
sively:) 

Fulgenius, 

Eldadus, 
Androcheus. 


.  per-opon  conseillede  )7ey, 
&  dryue  hym  out  of  pe  lond  awey  ; 
.  pus  ]fey  reftym "  ]fe  kynedam, 
.  &  noman  wyste  whe[re]  *  he  bycam.  3968 

uenne  made  J?ey  a  parlernent, 

&  chosen  a  kyng  J>orow  alle  assent, 
[pe  comon  of  pe  region]  * 

lugeneus  sone,  sire  Yualon.*  Rex.        3972 

Yualoti  gaf  hym  to  trauaille, 
.  Al  to  gode  )?at  myghte  auaille ; 
He  dide  make  many  estres, 
And  lykned  muche  his  gode  auncestr^s;       3976 
Bot  his  lyf  lasted^  no  stounde,       [leaf  17, back. coi. 2.] 
Oner  sone  had  de]?  cast  hym  to  grounde. 

TW'hen  Yualo  had  mad  his  endyng, 

Perodours  his  sone  J>ey  chose  kyng.   Rex. 

After  Perodours  sone  deces,  3981 

Was  Elydours  sone  Gerunces;  Rex. 

After  Gerunces  was  Catillus;  Rex. 

After  Catillus  was  Coyllus ;  Rex. 

pew^ne  was  Porrex ;  &  pQimQ  Cheryn,  R^ges. 

He  J?at  was  a  drynkere  of  wyn;  3986 
Ouer  mykel  drynke  he  ches ; 

Hys  ^ougthe  al  J>er-inne  he  les,  3988 
In  drynke  &  in  dronkenesse, 
Dide  he  neuere  oyer  prowesse. 
By  his  wyf  had  he  J?re  sones, 

&  alle  were  kynges  Qfe  story  mones)  3992 
Ilkon  were  after  o)?er : 

ffulgenitw  was  }>o  eldest  broj^er;  Rex. 

Eldadus,  &  Androcheus,  Reges. 

pis  oper  hreperQ  men  caldem^  J?us;  3996 


'  r^ft  him, 
^  where. 
3  From  P. 


[leaf  24,  back.] 


'*  Vigenius . .  Idrovallo,  Geoff,  M, 

*  hot  lifwas, 

•  J>c  to>er  hre\>&[  called  men, 
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Lytel  wliile  was  ilkon  kyng, 

AHe  made  pey  sone  ]>er  endyng. 

Androcheus  sone  highte  Vryan, 

He  regued  a  jer,  &  deide  )?an. 

After  Vrian,  Elyud  men  ches; 

He  hadde  his  tyme  |>e  lond  yn  pes. 

After  Elyud,  Endaeius  ;  ^ 

After  )?an,  Doten^;  syj?en  Gurguttu«; 

Sy)>en  was  Merian,  fayr  in  cLere, 

He  cou}?e  of  wode  &  of  ryuere ; 

In  all6  lasLnire  venurye, 

Hym  lyked  best  swylke  mayst?^. 

Ladies  bed  hym  of  loue  ynow, 

Bot  to  non  of  hem  wolde  his  loue  bow, 

Bot  onlyke  til  his  owen  wyf ; 

So  ended  Merian  his  Ij^. 

After  Meryan  was  Bleludo 

His  sone,  b  couthe  of  wode  also; 

Large  he  was,  &  gaf  ble}?ely, 

He  spared  to '  non  ]Kit  was  wor)?y ; 

Alle  men  hym  loued,  for  he  was  fre, 

Erl,  baron,  &  knyght,  &  oj?^'  meyne. 


After  J^ys  noble  Bleludo 

Cam  Capes, — hys  name  was  so  ;- 
After  Capes,  Oeneus; 
After  Oeneus  cam  Sysilliits ; 
After  Sysilly  com  Glegabret,* 
A  syngere  of  ye  beste  get;* 
Of  song  &  of  mynstrecye 
Alle  men  gaf  hym  )?e  maystrie ; 
pe  note  he  cou^  of  alle  layes. 
Of  mynstrecye  al  J;er  assay es ;  • 


Bex. 

400C 
Bex. 

Then  Uiyan, 
Elynd, 

Bex.         Endaeius, 
JlPiff^      Doten,  Gurgut- 
^*^^-     tiw, 

-K6?'         and  Merian, 
4006  skilfol  in  bant- 
ing. 

4008 

and  loved  by 
ladies. 

4012 
Bex. 

Then  his  son 
Bleludo  reigns, 

401 « 

a  free  giver, 

and  loved  by 
aU. 

Then  reign 
Bex.  4020  Capea, 
Bex.         Oeneos, 
Bex.         SysiUiuB, 
Bex.         and  Glegabret, 
4024 

the  best  singer 

4028 


1  aedamus,  Geoff.  M.  Cledan- 
tius,  Wace,  1.  3737. 

3  Cletonus,  Oeoff.  M,  Cloten, 
Wacey  1.  3738. 


'of. 

*  Blegabret. 

*  l>a/  was  a  syngere  of^e  get. 
^  jr  mynstrakie  ait  pe  saies. 
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aDd  fiddler  of 
his  time ; 


a  gentle  man, 
who  liyes  in 
melody 
till  he  dies. 

Next,  Archyval 
is  king; 

then  Eldol, 

with  a  fool's 

poll, 

a  lecherous 

beast, 


who  spares  no 
woman,  wedded 
or  single  $  for 

which,  men 
hate  him. 
Then  reign 
Redyon, 

Redrik, 

Famour, 
Myssel, 
Pyrchel 
(who  has 
wonderfully 
fair  hair). 


4032 


4036 

Deaf  18.] 


He  cou)>e  so  mykel  musyk  &  thume 

pat  J?e  people  [saide^]  in  his  tyme 

He  was  l>e  best^  of  ffythelers, 

Of  iogeloitrs  &  of  sangesters, 

ffor  he  was  euere  glad  &*  gamen, 

ffele  in  Mmise  held  he  samen^ 

Of  ioye  &  song  waa  his  spel ; 

Was  he  neyj^er  irons  ne*  fel, 
,  Bot  led  his  lyf  in  melodye 
,  Ynto  )?e  tyme  J?at  he  schold  deye. 

After  hym  was  Arch3nianl,'^  Bex. 

Pesable  he  was, — God  haue  ys  sanl! —         4040 

After  hym  was  his  sone  Eldol;  Sex. 

Hit  seys  he  hadde  a  folted  pol, 

flfor  he  was  euere  lecherous, 

Of  women  oner  coueytous.  4044 

A  gentil  womman,  where  he  myght®  fynde, 

Were  scheo  neuere  so  noble  of  kynde, 

WheJ^er  scheo  were  wedded  or  nought, 

His  lecherie  he  wolde  haue  y- wrought ; 

&  for  )?encheson  of  his  folye, 

Men  hated  hym,  as  was  worthie. 

After  Eldolf,  j?ys  folted  fon, 

Cam  his  sone  hight  Redyon. 
,  Redyon  hadde  J>e  kynedam, 

&  after  Redyon,  Redryk  cam ; 

Sy)?en  was  ffamour,  &  kyng  Myssel;^ 

And  after  hym  com  kyng  Pyrchel: 

Pyrchel  had  fair  heued  wij?  her, 

porow  gift  of  kynde  J^at  was  er ;  ^ 

Som  what  was  hit  fair  out  of  kynde, 
.pat  ^ut  of  his  her^  write  men  fynde. 


4048 


Bex. 


4053 


Bex. 


Bex. 

4057 


4060 


>  said,  2  was  god. 

3  ?  for  in  or  to, 

*  not  irous  no, 

*  Archmaul,  or  Archiuaul. 
6  if  he  mot    [leaf  .25.3 


''  ^  Famur  §•  Missel^  for  which 
Geoff,  Men,  has  **  Samtielpenissel," 
and  Wace  **rois  Phatmpenisel,'*  1. 
3799. 

*  heire. 
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After  hym  cam  Caporus ; 
Sy)?en,  his  sone  Elignellus.^ 
pyB  Elygnellus,  fol  wys  was  he, 
Man  of  mesure  wel  auyse ; 
After  hym  regned  his  sone  Ely 
flnlly  to-gidere  ^eres  fourty; 

•  A  noble  man  was  he,  &  a  wys; 

.flTaira  he  deyd,  &  at  Castre  lys. 


Bex. 
Bex. 


Caponu, 
EligneUns 
(a  wise  man)) 


4064? 
Rex.         and  Ely, 


4068 


a  noble  man. 


If  Lad  Bex. 

IJelye  had  yre  sones  wyghte: 

pe  eldest  sone,  Lud  he  highte ; 
pat  oper  was  Cassibalan ; 
pe  }?rydde,  Nemny,*  a  doughti  man. 
Lud  was  eldest,  most  of  age, 
Hym  fel  to  haue  J?e  heritage; 
Knyght  was  he  fol  god  in  stour, 
&  lyberal  man,  &  vyaundour ;  * 
Cites  &  easteles  newe  dide  set; 
Of  J7e  olde  mad  he  god  recet;* 
He  louede  London  best  of  alle, 
perform  vmb-closedit  wy]?  a  ^  wsMe ; 
Manye  ar  )?e  clos  me®  se  tit  stande, 
pat  Lud  dude  make,  hym^  lyuande. 
ffor  barons  &  for  burgeys  sake, 
Grete  stedes  til  hem  dide  he  make ; 
perfore  men  seye,  &  tit  men  may, 
pat  neuere  bifore  vnto  J^at  day 
Made  kyng  byfom  so  fele  cites, 
Ne  castels,  ne  clos,  J>at  ^ut  men  ses. 


who  has  three 

sons, 

Lud, 

Cassibalan, 

Lnd  is  first 
king. 


4076  mak^  feasts, 
builds  cities. 


4080 


puts  a  "wall 
round  London, 


4084 


4088 


*  Cligueillns,  Geoff, ;  Elignellius, 
Wace,  MS.  du  Roi,  75163-3  CqH,. 
l)e  Lincy,  i.  181,  note  •. 

2  Nenny  (Nennius,  Oeoff.  and 
Wace,  \.SS\2). 


^  8f  metegift  man  viandoure.  [If.  25.] 

^  yude  rescette, 

''  he  closed  it  about  iDi/h. 

*  men. 

'  whits  he  was. 
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which  was  first 
called  Treno- 
vant, 


then  (after  Lud) 
Kaer  Lad, 


then  London, 
then  (by  the 
Saxons) 

Ludden, 


and  (by  the 
Normans) 

Londres. 


(Through 
foreign  iLings 
who'TC  con- 
quered this 
land, 

names  have  got 
changed.) 


jf  Tyl  Luddes  tyme  men  held  jjat  haunt, 

To  calle  London  Trenouant; 

fTor  J?e  loue  of  Lud  ylk  del, 

pat  woned  per  longe,  &  closed  hit  wel,        4092 
.  &  was  of  hym  so  gret  renoun  ; 

Kaer  Lud  ^r  fore  men  calde  ^  toun. 

penne  come  opei^e  men  were  sfcraunge;  [if.i8,coL2.] 

ffor  jje  Lud,  London  dide  hit  chaunge,  4096 

penne  come  Saxoyns,  men  of  Angle, 
,  Ais  ]fej  covLpe  on  )?er  speche  iangle, 

ffor  Kaer-lud  caldyt  Ludden, 

pat  couJ?e  \>ej  best  com  on  &  ken ;  4100 

peTine  come  J?e  Normaunz  &  )^  Frankisch, 

CouJ?e  nought  com  on  to  calle  hit  )>is; 

ffor  London,  Londres  J^ey  hit  calde; 

^it  Frensche  men  J?at  name^  halde.  4104 

ffor  regnynge  *  of  kynges  st^uunge, 

ffor  diuerse  speche,  langage  men  chaunge, 

pat  han  J?is  lond  often  ywownen, 
.  &  ]k>tow  riden  &  })orow  ronnen,  4108 

&  '  );e  names  chaunget  per  fore ; 
.  Som  names  ar  lasse,  &  som  ar  more ; 

I  hope  fo*  tounes  pat  now  are 

Hold  per  names  J?at  first  ware.  4112 


When  Lad  dies, 


he  is  buried  by 
Ludgate. 


He  leaves  two 
infant  children, 


TiJhen  sire  Lud,  pe  gode  kyng. 

Was  ded,  &  don  was*  his  endynge, 

Byside  his  gate  J?ey  hym  leyd, 

pat,  for  his  name,  Ludgate  ys  seyd :  4116 

,  He  yt  made,  &  he  yt  aughte, 
.  Lodgate  for  hym  pe  name  laughte. 

Of  Lud  were  left  two  childre  ^yng ; 

Lond  to  kepe  cou]?e  pey  no  ]?yng:  4120 


1  cUfitMkis  yit  )>td  name  men, 

Deaf25,coL2.] 

2  be  remouyng. 


<MS.  >«.    P.  reads/o. 
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pe  eldest  hight  Androoheus, 
pat  oper  men  calde  Tenuacius.* 
Cassibolon  was  j^er  em, 
.  pe  nexte  sibbe  of  Jwt  tem, 
He  k^pte  )>e  childre  &  )?at  lend; 
Men  held  hym  kyng,  faire  he  )>em  fond ; 
He  mayntende  pe  lond  to  ryght, 
He  was  curteys  &  doughty  knyght;  4128 

pe  folke  he  cou)?e  wel  iustise. 
Of  hem  he  hadde  fair  s^^niise. 


and  their  nncle, 
41 24  C**®**^^'*'^* 

18  made  king. 


"When  pe  childw  wew  of  elde 

pat  )>ey  cou)?e  lordschip  welde, 
In  to*  erldomes  he  dide  ))em  seyse, 

.  Worschipfoly,  al  atter  ayse. 
Androcheus  hadde,  )K)row  assent, 
London,  &  )>e  erldom^  of  Kent; 
pat  oyer  hvdyer  had  )?e  baylle 
Of  )?e  erldom  of  Cornewaille. 
When  ilk  was  sesed  in  his  erldam, 
pey  were  cald  Erles,  whare  |>ey  cam. 
To  whyle  pe  kyng  &  his  cosyns 
In  loue  loken  ar  per  lynes, 
Richesse  pey  hadde  ynow  to  wylle, 
&  of  no  lond  dredde  pey  non  ylle, 
Ne  neue^^  |?urt  hem  haue*  drad  no  tyde. 

.  Bot  ouerwenyng  of  herte  pride 
RoH  a  discord  hem  bytwene, 
pat  longe  in  pys  londe  waa  sene; 

.  ffour  hundred  ^er  hit  lasted,  &  nyne, 

.  In  Jris  lond  |>at  firste  pyne ; 

>  Hit  bigan,  as  ye  may  se, 

.  Of  Cassibolon  &  Androche, 
porow  whilk  sorewe  J^e  Romayns  wan 


When  the  chil- 
4132  ^^^^  come  of 


he  givefl  Andro- 
4136  cheos  London 
and  Kent, 
and  Tenyacins 
Cornwall. 


4140 


All  is  happy 
while  they 
agreej 


4144 


bnt  pride  raises 
41 48  **"^  between 
them,  which 
lasts  400  years, 


4152 


and  makes  Cas- 
sibolan  pay 


*  Tennantins,   Geoff.    Tenuenci- 
s,  Wace. 
^  tuo. 


5  MS.  Erldon. 

*  thorle  haf,     Peaf  25,  back.] 
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tribute  to  the 
Bomans, 


•whom  they 
always  beat  be- 
fore. 


This  is  how  it 
comes  about 


Truage  of  Cassibolan, 

pat  myghte  nere  be  wonne^  byfom,     [leaf  w,  back.] 
.Tyl  J^er  loue  )?orow  pride  was  lorn;*  4156 

.  Whyle  \fer  loue  to-gedere  held, 
.  Might  neucre  no  Romayn  bide  )?em  in  feld, 
.  pat  J>ey  ne  chased,  Jwrow  force  of  fight, 
.  Cesar  of  Rome,  &  al  his  myght.  4160 

.  How  hit  bygan  bytwyxt  )?em  bale, 
,  Liste)?,  &  y  schal  rede  J^e  tal^. 


In  Cassibolan's 
time  is  Jolius 
CsBsar  emperor 
of  Borne, 


and  a  doughty, 
learned, 

•wise, 


and  liberal  man. 


The  Bomans 
are  masters  of 
all  lands  aromid 
them. 


but  Csesar 
wants  to  con- 
quer farther-o£f 
lands. 


jf  Eze  de  Inlio  Cesaxe,  Eomanorffm  Inp^rator^. 

Tn  )7e  tyme  of  Gassybolan, 

Julius  Cesar,  a  myghty  man,  4164 

pat  tyme  was  Emperour  of  Rome. 

Of  alle  knyghtes  ^  he  bar  J?e  blome. 

Of  alle  J?o  ]Kit  men  of*  herd, 

ffor  he  conquered  al  |>e  werd;  4168 

Als  he  was  doughti  knygt,  &  god. 

In  clergie  wel  he  hym  vnderstod. 

Of  conseil  he  was  man  ful  wys, 

&  of  manhod  he  bar  J^e  pris;  4172 

Hys  gyftes  he  gaf  largely, 
.  He  wyste  to  wham  hit  *  was  worthi ; 
.  ffals  &  felon  he  cou)?e  wel  knowe ; 
.pe  ouer  proude,  he  held  )?em  lowe.  4176 

pe  Romayns  were  fan  of  p?'ide, 

ffor  )?ey  hadde  wonTie  on  ilka  side; 

pe  londes  oueral  J?em  aboute, 
. .  &  gauen  )?eym  truage  for  doute.  4180 

When  lulyus  had  wonne  J7us  );ere, 

ffuij^er  he  )70ughte  to  co7iquere ; 
.  Long  nold  he  soiourne  ®  ne  rest, 


*  mot  neuer  tn/n  it 

*  P.  omits  the  next  four  lines. 
3  of  knyghthede. 


*  tyme  were, 

*  whom  §•• 

^  ne  wald  he  «oioiire.[lfJ0,bk.cL2.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HOW  JULIUS  CJBSAR  PIBST  SEES  BRITAIN.         147 

.  Tyl  he  had  wonnen  toward  ye  west.  4184 

Hardy  luKus,  knyght  war  &  wys, 
.  Preysed  of  prowesse,  of  poer  had  ^  "prh  ; 

He  gadered  hym  of  knyghte  ^cmge,  ^tt*^^^  * 

.  Of  alle  nacions  J?at  speke  wyj?  tonge,  4188 

&  tok  his  leue  at  [^e]  Romayns^  and  leaves 

.To  wende  fro  )?em  for  longe  teymes;*  Bome, 

.West,  he  seide  he  wolde  wende,  tocoDquerto 

To  wynnen  to  )?e  wordles  ende.*  ^^gg^^^^"^^'*^^' 

Whan  lulyus  was  wel  dight  ynow,  CflBwrwim 

He  passed  Burgoyne  &  Moungow.* 

flyrst  he  wan  al  Burgoyne, 

ffraunce,  Nawuarr^,  &  Qascoigne,  4196  all  France, 

Peytowe,  Normandye,  J^e  lesse  Bretayne ; 

Sy|?en  went  agayn  til  Alemayne;  Germany, 

All^  he  wan  hit  ar  he  yepen^  nam, 

Sipen  to  Boloyne  &  to  fflaundres  he  cam,     4200  and  Flanders, 

&  al  coTiquered  vnto  pe  se, 

Al  gaf  tnoige  to  Rome  in  fe. 

.Whan  al  was  woTine,  wel  heldyn*  payd,  and  then  iVom 

.By  ]7e  se  a  day  he  ^ede  &  playd;  4204^®'^^^^' 

Toward  pe  se  his  eye^  gan  kest, 

&  faste  byheld  toward  pQ  west:  a  land  in  the 

*'  What  ys  ^one  lond  y  ponder  se,  ^^^ 

'*  &  what  [folk]®  euere  per  may  be?"  4208 

Men  hym  tolde  hit  was  a  lond  He  ii  told 

fat  folk  of  Troye  fir8t[e]  fond ; 

Bruttw  highte  per  firate  cheftayn,  [leaf  is,  back.  ooi.  2.] 

&  after  hym  hit  hatte  Bretayn;  4212  it  is  Britain, 

\>e  heires  >at  of  hym  ar  comen.  S^^<^T'' 

In  heritage  pey  haue  hit  nomen. 


*  pruease  pawere  (f,  I  *  pien. 

'  to  wyne  londes  hngeteyna  (les  ;  ^  held  him» 

lontains,  TFace,  i.  186, 1,  3922).  1  7  g^^. 

5  werldis  end,  ^foik/. 

*  Fr.  Mon  Gins.  Lat,  Mons  Jovis.  1 
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J  48    HOW  CiESAR  JUSTIFIES  HIS  CLAIM  TO  BRITAIN. 


Csesar  says 
that,  88  Brntiu 
came  from 
^neas, 


who  held  the 
Roman  land, 

he  can  of 
coarse  claim 
Britain. 


Besides,  as 


Britain  and 
Rome  were 
both  Belin's, 
he  Cffisar,  who 
has  Rome  now, 
can  claim 
Britain  too. 
He'll  summon 
the  Britons  to 
yield ; 


and  if  they 
won't,  will 
claim  their 
land. 
So  Csesar 
writes  a  letter 


if  Dicta  IxQii  Inp^ratom. 

Tulyus  answered  &  seide  right  yua: 

**  Wei  han  y  herd  of  sire  Brutuj?;  4216 

"  He  saide  he  com  of  Eneas  kynde, 
"  Bot  ryghtly  bom  nought  we  fynde; 
"  He  com  of  Eneas,  )?at  held  J>o  landes 
'*  per  Rome  our  cite  now  yn  standes ;  4220 

**  lyf  he  were  bom  of  Eneas  kyn, 
*'  porow  kynde  y  sette  chalange  }^r-  yn ; 
'*  Chalange  y  wole  )?at  lond  J^orow  ryght, 
"  pat  Eneas  kjnide  gete*  )?orow  ^  myght.       4224 
"  Ys  yat  lond  —  loke^  ^e  me  kenne — 
"  pat  bolde  Belym  was  of,  &  Brenne; 
"  pat  oure  cite  of  Rome  wan, 
"  Oure  se[n]e,  &*  destmyed  ilkaman?  4228 

"  Wei  schal  )7ey  wite,  whyle*  y  am  her, 
"  pat  Rome  ys  now  of  more  power ! 
"  &  right  liit  were,  &  reson  hit  welde, 
'*  pat  J?ey  til  vs  truage  schold  ^elde:  4232 

. "  tone  ilde  was  Belynes,  &  Rome  was  his ; 

. "  Gret  skil  haue  y  );enne  J>orow  J^ys, 

.  '*  ffor  to  sette  chalange  J?er-inne, 

.  **  pat  his  lond  was,  )?orow  right  to  wynne.  4236 
"  By  lettered  woly  hem  first  somoune, 
*'  To  here  J^er  wyl,  what  )?ey  respoune ; 
"  Nought  ne  woly  passe  )7e  se 

. "  Til  y  wyte  how  )>ey  answere  me.  4240 

"  ^yf  J^ey  to  my  pes  wille  hem  chese, 
"  &  ^eld  hit  me,  J?ey  schol  nought  lese; 

.  "  ^yf  J?ey  ne  wol  nought  bot  wy)?  stou-?*, 

. "  y  dereyne  )?e  lond  for  our."  4244 

pay  dide  lulyus  write  a  bref, 
&  schewed  hem  how  he  was  chef. 


^  had  of,  [leaf  26.] 
^  Esyonitit  Tide  ^t. 


'  owe  aeene  (senate). 
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&  how  his  kynde  fyrst  hit  wan : 
.  Of  Eneas  com  Brni/us,  )7at  man, 
.  &  8y)?en  was  Belynes  heritage ; 

He  wold  hit  wynne^i,  or  take  tntage. 

pe  lettere  com  to  Cassibolan, 
.  pat  he  schold  bycome  sire  lulyi^  ^  man. 
.  Cassibolan  brak  ^e  seal  o  sunder ; 

Of  trwage  askyng  he  had  wonder; 

Ano)?er  le^ere  dede  he  wryte  J?are, 

&  sent  hit  agejm  vntil  Cesar 

Al  in  ire  &  in  tene, 

&  pe  le^re^  J?us  mykel  wol  mene: 


4248 


asking  for 
Britain  or  tri- 
bute for  it. 


4252 


Cassibolan 


answers  it 


4256 


in  wrath, 


JT  Bescripcio  Casaibolaiiy  ad  Inp^ratore^^. 

IT  **  Cesar/'  he  saide,  "we  haue  meruaille 

"  &  gret  desdeyn,  wy)K)uten  fig^lk, 

*'  pat  of  ^ow  Romayns  retines  silk  los, — 

**  &  to  longe  hit  lastes  after  hit*  gos, — 

"  pat  ar  of  so  gret  couetyse 

"  pat  non  bot  ^e  may  haue  fraunchise; 

"  And  al  J?e  syluer  &  al  J?e  gold, 

**  &  alle  lynage  J?at  lyuen  on  mold, 

"  Til  ^oure  dom  wil  ^e  )>em  drawe; 

«  Wy[)?]oute  reson,  wy)?6ute  lawe, 

"  Al  'pe  tresor  ye  drawe  ^ow  to : 

*'  What  wil  ^e  per-wyp  ai  do? 

"  &;  we  )?at  arc  atte  wor[l]des  ende, 

*'  &  in  an  ylde  lyue*  &  lende, 

*'  jyt  ^e  ne  wil®  passe  vs  forby 

"  WyJTOute  truage  askyng  ®  greuously ! 

*'  &  we^  pat  schal  &  ben®  ^our  peres, 

**  ^it  wolde  ^e  make  vs  truagers ! 


and  says, 
4260"  We  wonder  at 


the  covetous- 

±9  a  A  °®*®  of  you 
^-^^^  liomans,  who 
have  endless 
treasure, 

[leaf  19.] 

4268 


(What  can  yott 
do  with  it  all  ?) 

J.979  and  yet 
^^'-^  want  tribute 
from  us  at  the 
world's  end, 

from  us  who  are 

4276  y^^  ^^^  ^ 


1  suld  com  lulinB  >a<  man, 
'  writte, 

Uif,     Deaf  86*  col.  2.] 


*  witt  ye  nouhL 

•  bot  yorgh  treuage, 
'  MS.  were, 

^  we  ]fat  suld  be. 
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If  you  want 
tribute, 

u 

come  and  fight 
for  it. 

11 

u 

We  have  been, 

It 

wewillbe,fre«I 

(( 

Like  you,  we 
are  sprung 

u 

it 

from  .^Sneac. 

« 

it 

it 

a 

You  should  not 
want  to  enslaye 

us. 

(( 

(( 

We  wonder  at 
a  noble  man 
conceiving 

u 
u 

Our  kin  have 
never  known 
servage  ; 
neither  do  we 
know  it. 


Ood  helpinff, 
well  keep  nee 


160  THE  BRITONS  WILL  FIGHT  FOR  THEIR  FREEDOM. 


perfore,  luliud,  ^yf  yon  wilt  assay, 
&  of  J?y  comynge^  sette  vs  a  day, 

Y  trowe  )?ou  schalt  fol  euele*  spede. 

Com  on,  &  proue  hit  in*  dede !  4280 

ffor  euere  ^it  haue  we  lyned  fre 

Y  JtIs  lond,  hot  now  for  )?e, 
&  schul  we  lyue  als*  frely 

As  ^e  Bomayns ;  &  reson  whi  :  4284 

Syn  we  ar  comen  alle  of  o*  kynde, 

&  of  o  rote  &  of  o  rynde,® 

pat  ys  to  seyn,^  of  Eneas, 

As  frely  born  as  euere  )>ou  was,  4288 

perfore,  tyf  yon  ]fe  byJTOughtest 

In  skil  &  reson  as  yon  oughtest,® 

pou  scholde  nought  put  vs  to^  seTniage, 

Syn  we  ben  of  )7yn  owen  ^^  lynage ;  4292 

We  schul  be  peres  to  ^ow  of  Rome, 

In  alle  fredam  haue  euenly  dome. 

Vs  wondre)?  at  ^owre  nurtt^7'e  of '^  pris, 

pat  swylke  vilenie  in  J?e  now  lys,  4296 

In  seruage  to  put  vs  to ! 

&  we  wot  nought  how  we  scholde  do. 

We  neuere  lered,  ne  nought  wil  lere, 

^3^  yai  we  may,  in  none  manere.  4300 

Of  alle  oure  kynde,  y  ne  wyste  no  man 

pat  couJTe  of  se?Tiage,^^  ne  jut  ne  can ; 

Ne  we  knowe  nought  on  what  wyse 

We  scholde  serue  seruage  seruise.  4804 

ffre  we  ar,  so  schol  we  be ; 

&  jyf  God  wyl,  we  schul  ^'  for  ye  ! 


*  to  com  titt  vs  jf. 
3  8uld  liteit, 

'  IfVou  wild  proue  it  with. 

*  we  suld  life  also, 
^for  ye  (f  we  ere  aU  a. 

*  comen  of  a  rule  §•  a  rynde,    Fr. 
orine  (origin),  TFoce,  i.  190,L  4010. 


"^  for  we  ere  comen, 

^  if  aftei  skill  (f  reson  wrouhtis, 

®  )>ou  stUd  not  sette  vs  in, 

^^  \>tJ  ere  of\>in  awen. 

"  Als  ]>ou  ert  lentiU  j-  (ffgrete. 


13 


seruise. 


»5  Cesar. 
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'*  Wite  )h>u  wel  by  oure  an8we[re], 

"  While  ^  we  may  oure  seluen  were,  4308 

"  &  fende  oure  lond  &  cure  fraunchise, 

**  Of  vs  getestow  neuere  seruise ! 

"  Ne  neuere  truage  schol  we  J?e  gyue ;  ^ 

"  pat  ys  to  seye,  whiles  )?at  we  lyue,  4312  while  we  live." 

"  We  wol  be  fre,  &  holde  honurs, 

"  As  dide  byfom  our  auncessoura" 
.  To  Julius  swylk  a  le^^are  }^y  sent ;  Csiar  than 

&  when  lulii^  wiste  J?at  entent,  4316 

pat  ^if  he  wold  haue  any  truage, 

Nede  byhoued*  hym  make  passage, 

penne  dide  he  make  schipes  &  barges,  prepares  a  fleet; 

ffoure  score  wy)?  grete  charges, —  4320 

So  grete  by  fore  were  neuere  for  were,  ne«k'i9,ooL2.] 

Ne  non  )?at  so  gret*  charge  myght  here,— 

Wy))outen  oJ?er  schipes  smale, 
,  pat  we  nought  telde  byfom  in  •  tale.  4324 


jf  De  nauigio  Cesam. 

(T  When  Julius  Cesar  was  al  redy, 

To  go  to  schipe  }?ey  made  a  cry ;  Ws  men  go  on 

His  folk  com  in-to  schipe  right  fast,  ' 

&i  drowe  J?er  say  lies  vp  heye  on®  mast;       4328 

pen  blew  )?e  wynd,  and  gan  hem  dryue,  saUoff, 

At  an  heuen  }?ey  gon  vp  aryue,^  and  land  at 

per  Temese  &  J?e  se  to-gydere  comen.  Thames  hayen. 

Bot  er  Cesar  hadde  vp  lond  ynomen,®  4882 

per  was  sprad  by  pe  se  side 

ffair  folk  to  fighte,  Cesar  tabyde :  ® 


^HU.     D»f26,back.] 

'  ne  treuage  I  gyfpe  a  gyue. 

'  neddi  horde, 

*  heug, 

'  were  not  telde  of  in  [mt. 


'  did  drawe  pe  eaile  on  pe. 

7  ryue, 

8  pe  land  had  nomen, 
^  to  bide. 
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-THE  BRITONS  GATHER  AGAINST  C^ESAR. 


Cassibolan  op- 
poses Cssar  at 
Dover. 

His  steward, 
Sir  Belin,  has 
summoned  the 
British  host: 


Aodrocheus 
with  his  Lon- 
doDers, 

Tenyacius  with 
his  Comish- 
men, 

Nemnius,  with 
his  Kentish, 


and  the  kings 
of  Scotland, 
North  Wales, 
and  South 
Wales. 


All  advise  an 
attack  on  the 
Romans, 


Cassibola[n] '  was  redy  at  Douere, 
.  &  reiiged  his  men  by  pe  ouere;^  4336 

Hys  styward  highte  sire  Belyn, 

Of  conseil  was  he  god  &  fyn ; 

He  hadde  do  comen  Jwrow*  somons 

On  aHe^  half,  erles  &  barons.  4340 

pe  kynges  neuews  com  wy)?  grct'  partie, — 

To  hem  he  myghte  hym  well®  affye, — 

^pe  eldest  highte  Androcheus, 

pat  o\fer  broj^er  Temuacius  ;  4344 

Androcheus  &  his  Loundreneys,^ 

Tenuacius  wi)?  his  Cornwaleys, 

Sire  Nemnius,  sire  of  Kanterbire, 

J)e  noblest  of  al  ]fe  empire :  4348 

pe  kynges  hrdper  was  Sire  Nemny, 

Androcheit«  was  in  his  compaigny, 
.  &  o]fer  folk  [ful]  gret  plente. 

Wy)?  ostes  were  per  kynges  j^rei  4362 

Erudyonus,  )?ere^  Scottes  kynge, 

Britalles  wyj?  al  Jie  Walsche  garderynge; 

Of  South  Walys  com  kyng  Ignarcet ; 

pyse  )?re  were  in  [o]*  bataille  set,  4356 

WyJ?  here  firewille  J^yse  )wre  cam 

flfor  to  defende  fe[r]^^  fredam. 

Ilkon  gaf  conseil  to  go 

Er  )>e  Romayns  were  logged  mo  ;  4360 


'  CassiheUm, 

^  JUm  hi  pe  aes  ouere,    (A.-Sax. 
o/er  shore). 
'  d&a  com  porgK 

*  ntuoz  pe  to. 


^  onpo  tuo  he  myght, 
^'^  Androcheas    (f  his   tordyngee^ 
londreia. 

•pe.     [leafS6,baok.ooL8.]    . 


10 


par. 
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if  BeWmn  inter  Eomanos  ft  Ca88ibolanu//2. 


(f  Er  )7ey  hadde  ony  recet  taken, 
.  pey  )?oughte  ^ey  wolde  hem  a-wake[n].' 

When  alle  were  set  in  ylka  bataille, 

&  Bchept  ho  scholde  formest  assaille,^  4364 

Toward  )?e  Bomayns  faste  )?ey  nomen. 

Whan  Cesar  sey  'pat  )?ey  scholde  comen, 

He  CTued  to  hys  men  **  armes  ^ow ! 

**  pe  Bretons  ar  redy,  &  come  right  now."        4368 

Sone  were  ]>er  bataille^  to-gedere  met, 

&  to  bataille  renget  &  set : 
*[fe  parties  smert  smyten  togidre, 

WitA  scharp  suerdes  on  helmes  gan  glidre.   4372 

per  schaftes  porgh  schoten  body  &  schelde ; 

Many  on  fett,  &  many  vphelde ; 

Many  tome  saditt  &  hors  ostray, 

Many  douhti  knyght  doun  J?er  lay;]  4376 

Many  on  wounded  lay  |>er  to  blede, 

&  manyon  stode,  som  fledde  for  drede; 

Knyghte*^  iustede,  archers  drowe, 

On  bo]^  paHies  fol  manie  J^y  slowe,  4380 

pei  come  so  j^ikke  &;  so  smert,  [leaf  i9,  back.] 

&  perced  brunyes,®  brest  &  hert ; 

Wy)?  wyfles^  strike,  wyj?  axes  he  we, 

Schuldres,  schankes,  &  hedes,  doun  hewe ;  ^  4384 

Alle  was  strewed  pe  grene  gras 

Wy)?  blod  &  bowaille®  &  heuedes  fresch. 

fful  hard  was  per,  &  moste*®  nede; 

pe  quiyke  vpon  }>e  dede  ^ede;  4388 


before  they  are 
in  fortifications. 


The  Britons 
advance. 

CsBsar  calls  his 
host  to  aims, 


and  a  fierce 
battle  follows. 


The  archers  kill 
many. 


Axes  hew  off 
limbs  and 
heads. 

The  grass  is 
strewed  with 
bowels  and 
heads. 


'  or  ^i  wild  hold  pam  waken, 

'  whilk  of  )>am  8uld  formaat  saiie. 

^  08ie$, 

*  The  next  six  lines  are  from  P. 

»  hiyghtes. 

^  hauherk. 


7  (A.-S.  wifdf  arrow,  dart,  Jave- 
lin.)   3tane8,  P. 

^  pe  eckuldres  pe  echankes  doun 
threwe. 

•  howes. 

^'  noferly  woe  it  hehoued. 
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164      THE  FIOHT  BETWEEN  CfiSAB  AND  NEHNIUS. 


CflBsar  fights 
bravely  againft 
his  foes; 


Done  can  stand 
against  him. 

Nemnios  works 
with  Andro- 
chens, 


and  attacks 
CflBsar. 


Cassar 


hitsNemnius 
on  the  head, 


and  breaks  Us 
crown. 


Vpon  J^e  dede  J?ey  stode  to  fight, 
&  eueryche^  slow  yat  he  slo  myght. 
Cesar  hadde  in  his  bataille 
Enyghte  ^ai  cou}>e  bo]?e  fende  &  saill^;       4392 
He  peyned  hym  to  do  J?eym  wo, 
&}  faste  he  folewede  hem  for  to  slo; 
Was  ]?er  no  man*  J?at  he  smot, 
pat  ful  sore  on  hym  ne*  hot;  4396 

Mighte  "per  noman  lyue  no  stounde, 
pat  of  his  swerd[e]  laughte*  wounde. 
Androcheus  com  wy]?  jto  of  Kent, 
&  Nemnyiw,  to-gedere  );ey  went,  4400 

pey  set  o  \fe  Romayns  a  gret'  partie, 
,  &  beot  hem  doun  ^  as  men  hardie, 
&  seide  **Tume  we  vpon  Sezar!" 
&  als  J?ey  rod,  J^ey  were  hym^  war.  4404 

'N^mmjus  fyrst  ferde  in  )?e  stour, 
&  bated  hym  opon®  }?e  emperour. 
And  ful  glad  was  );at  he  myght 
WiJ>  so  noble®  a  lordyng  fyght.  4408 

Cesar  perseyued  pat  he  cam, 
A-geyn  his  seheld  a  strok  ^^  vp  nam ; 
Cesars  swerd^^  was  out  fill  sone; 
Nemny  to  smyte  he  was  al  bone,  4412 

&  Nemny  on  ]>e  heued  he  smot; 
Hit  was  trenchaunt,  ouer  fer  hit  bot, 
Bot  Nemny  bar  vp  his  seheld, 
His  heued  a  party  lowe  hit  held;^'  4416 

tit  ]7e  strok  sank  so  doun, 
porow  ]7e  helm  he  ^'  brak  hie  croun ; 


^  was  it  Jion.    [leaf  27.] 

3  ]>a^  tie  pe  dede  sone  him  bote. 

*  toke  any, 

*  pei  gadred  J>am  a  gode. 

*  hatailed  pam, 
f  of  him. 


^  abatid  him  on, 

9  grete, 

10  his  stroke  his  seheld. 

11  Cesar  suerde, 

13  lowe  a  paiti  helde, 
"  schelde  fr. 
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Lite  failled  )^t  he  ne  had 
Clouen  \>e  bed,  )?e  ^  dyni  was  sad ;  4420 

Bot  Nemny  bar  )?e  scheld  o  sker, 
&  IvMua  smot  his  swerd  ouer  fer, 
pat  he  ne  myghte  drawe  hyt  ageyn; 
NaJ?eles  he  dide  )?erto  his  peyn,  4424 

He  drow  )ie  swerd,  Nempny  pe  scheld, 
Ukon  wel  his  owen  held  ; 
Nemny  wilde  haue  tumd  &  went, 
Bot  lulitca  wi]?  ^q  draught  hym  hent ;  4428 

I  hope  lulyns  had  drawen  hit  out, 
Bot  Nenmyua  fol[k]*  wer^  egre  &  stout. 
Androcheu«,  Nemnyus  neuew,* 
WyJ?  hem  of  Kent  dide  gret  prow ;  4432 

On  ilka  side  J?ey  slowe  aboute, 
&  Cesar  saw  hym  self  in  doute, 
&  fro  yem  fledde  in  to  fe  feld, 
&  lefte  his  swerd  in  'Nemnyus  scheld.  4436 

Nemny  saw  of  help  ynow. 
He  turned  J?e  scheld,  J?e  swerd  out  drow, 
&  wip  J?at  swerd  forj?  he  faught; 
Bot  yo  );at  J^er-wyJ?  woundes  laught,  4440 

Myghte  pey  neuere  haue  medecyne,  [if.  i»,  bk.,  coi.  2.] 
.Bot  to  ye  dey  by-houed  hem*  pyne. 
Als  he  yas  faught,  )>ys  Nemmyus, 
He  ouer-tok  sire  Labemnitt«,* —  4444 

A  lord  he  was  of  gret  baiUye, 
In  Rome  he  hadde  a  constablerye,^ — 
Nemnitt^  swilk  a  strok  hym  lent, 
pat  by  ye  schuldres  ye  hed  of  went.  4448 

How  manye  yer  deide,  y  may  nought  ame; 
Of  alle  pe  fighters  y  knowe  no  name ; 


bat  catches  his 
sword  in  Nem- 
nins's  shield, 


and,  for  fear  of 
Androcheus,  is 


obliged  to  flee 
and  leave  it 
there. 

Nemnios  polls 
out  Cesar's 
sword, 

and  kills  whom- 
soever he  hits 
with  it. 


including  La- 
beninius,  a 
great  lord  of 
Kome. 


Many  are 
killed. 


>  ChueH  pe  horde, 

^folk, 

'  neuow, 

*  Pe  dede  bod  pom.  [leaf.  27,  coL  2.] 


*  labenniuB*  (Labienos,  Oeoff, 
and  Wace.) 

^  corutabUe,  (conestahlie,  Wace, 
i.  198,1.4177.) 
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CiESAR  AND  HIS  HOST  LEAVE  BRITAIN. 


Night  sunders 
the  hosts. 


Bot  yer  was  manyon  doun  leyd, 

Wei  mo  |7an  any  man  wrot  or  seyd,  4452 

&  wel  mo  scliolde  ^it  yat  nyght, 

Had  ]7ey  nought  sondred  for  faute  of  lyght* 


The  Romans  in 
dismay  draw  off, 


and  sail  that 
night  to  Flan- 
ders, 

to  the  Britons* 
joy. 


But  NemnioB 


dies  15  days 
after,  and  is 
buried  near 
Northgate  in 
London, 


JT  De  fdga  'Romsaiorum. 

pen  com  pe  nyght,  gon  was  )?e  day, 

&  ilka  pa^'ty  ^ede  ]fer  way.  4456 

po  Romajnis  syde  was  nought  payd, 

Logges  non  hadde,  )?ey  were  dismayed ; 

Wery  J^ey  were,  &  yuel  lykande,* 
.  ffor  wi}?  ]7e  Brutons  |>ey  myght'  nout  stande. 

pey  toke  conseil  a-wey  to  wende,  4461 

No  lenger  in  J?ys  lond  to  lende  ; 

flfor  ]?e  contre  knew  pey  nought, 

Logge  ne  recet  had  pej  non  wrought;  4464 

To  schipe  J?ey  wente  pat  ilke  nyght, 

Vntil  fl9aundres  J^ey  fley  per  flyght. 

pe  Bretons  made  blisse,  ilkon, 

pat  pe  Romayns  were  so  gon;  4468 

Bot  pe  kyng  mode  sorewe  ynow 

ffor  Neinnyu«,  pat  to  deJTe  drow;* 

Medicyne  myghte  non  be  founde 

pat  myghte  hele  Nemnyus  wounde.  4472 

,  Of  sire  Nemny  nought  elles  to  seye, 

Bot  pe  fiftenpe  day  Nemny  gan  deye.* 

pey  buryed  hym  in  a  temple  gate, 

In  London,  atte  Northe  gate,  4476 

Honurabloker  ®  J?an  an  ofer, 

flfor  he  was  pe  kynges  bro)?er. 


>  had  ne  sondred  ^am  {•  fe/l  |>er 
fight. 

^  ift  likand, 

3  One  stroke  too  many  in  the  m. 


*  Nennius  to  dede  droulu 

*  he  died  oh  pefi/lend  day, 
®  Honorable  more. 
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pat  swerd  he  wan  of  sire  Cesar,  De  gladio 

By  hym  in  gmue  )>ey  leide  hit  }?ar,       Cesarifl. 

ffor  he  was  of  gret  honur,  4481 

.&  he  haddyt  woTinen  y  \>ai  stour. 

pe  swerd  was  of  swylk  metal, 

pat  who  Jwt  wouTided  were  wy)7-al,  4484 

He  ne  scholde  nought  longe  lyue 

flFor  medicine  men  myghte  hym  gyue. 
.  Why  of  de)?  hit  hadde  ]>e  gylt, 

Hit  was  writen  on  J?e  hilt  4488 

WyJ?  lettres  of  gold,  bumusched  bryght, 

pat  "  Crueia  mors  "  J)at  swerd  hight : 
^  Hit  myghte  wel  bote  "  Crueia  mora ; " 

Wham  hit  wouTided,  hit  was  ded  eors ;        4492 
.  &  ^it  hit  ys  seyd  y  )>e  Romaunce, 
.pe  enperours  swerd  was  al  vengaunce. 

Til  J?eym  of  ffraunce  cam  tidyng  tyt, 

How  ye  Romayns  were  desconfit  4496 

.  porow  ^  Bretons  in  pleyn  bataille. 

paTine  mysliked  JTeym  saunz  faille, 

And  for  cowardes  )?em  selue  ches,  [leaf  20.] 

ffor  )?ey  were  at  [J^]^  Romayns  pes.  4500 

pey  conseilled  J?em  a  day  certeyn, 

Vpon  Cesar  to  tunie  a-geyn; 

In  J?er  conseil  )7ei  seide  )ms: 

"  Als  )?e  Bretons  chased  lulyus,  4504 

"  ^ut  schiil^  we  fonde  so  to  spede, 

"  To  do  sire  lulius  fle  for  drede. 

"  pe  Bretons  be  nought  ^it  so  bolde 

"  As  we  haue  ben,  [ne]  men  of  tolde,*         4508 

"  &  so  lyghtly  dide  |>em  lout ! 

"  ^it  schul*  we  fonde  to  chace  hem  out. 

**  Hit  are  ynowe  )?at  first  han  grace 


with  Csesar'g 
sword  by  his 
side. 


The  sword  is 
the  death  of 
whomsoeyer  it 
wounds, 


and  is  called 
**  Crocea 
Mors." 


When  the  Gauls 
hear  that  the 
B<»nan8haye 
been  defeated, 


they  resolve  to 
rebel  against 
them. 

The  Gaols  say, 
that  as  the 
Britons 


are  not  yery 
bold, 

and  y€t  can 
beat  Csesar,  so 
will  they, 


^  P.  has,  for  the  next  three  lines, 
on  leaf  27,  back, 

jf  %it  men  say  as  sais  pe  romance. 


^  yit  saU, 

*  als  we  erene  men  oftolde. 
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HOW  ARTFUL  CJBSAR  IS. 


and  put  down 
the  Roman 
rule. 


Bnt  Cffisar  soon 
quiets  them. 


He  is  canning, 

can  bully 
or  orottoh, 


'*  ffor  to  wjnme,  &  robbe,  &  chace,  4512 

**  &  si)>en  tumes  ]fer  praye  til  pyne; 

"  Lyghtli  )?ey  wynne,  lightly  )?ey  tyne: 

"  per  lordschip  ^it  schul  we  abate, 

"  ffor  alle  J>e  world  fey  wynne  wyf  hate."  4516 

pu8  )>ey  Beyde  yat  J>ey  wold  do; 

&  ^it  alday  men  telk  J?em  so,^ 

pat  )7e  Bretons*  wolde  fonde  a  flyght 

ffor  to  felle  J?e  Romayns  myght.*  4520 

pat  sawe  made*  )^eym  wylde  &  wod, 

&  reysed  J^em  mor^  vp  in  J?er  mod: 

Bot  sone  'per  boat  was  al  in  gnp, 

Whan  sira  lulitc^  had  spoken  hem  wy];.        4524 

Sirfi  Iuliu«  Cesar  was  ftil  queynte, 

Wisdam  he  cou)?e,  &  wordes  feynte; 

A  folet  couj^e  he  wel  adaunte,^ 

To  proude  men  J?er  wyllc  graunte.  4528 


bribe, 


or  be  meek. 


His  men  are 
badlj  0%  and 
wounded. 


jf  De  blandisctone  Cesaryv. 

Wel  cou]?e  he  paye  pe  couetous, 

&i  Wynne  ^  pe  willa  of  pe  enuyous ; 

&  ful  wel  cou)?e  berc  hym  meke 

When  his  strength^  was  for  to  seke.  4532 

He  wiste  pat  pe  firencha  men®  were  fykel, 

&  how  J>ey  forcedem®  agayn  hym  mykel; 

&  his  men  were  yueP^  dight, 

Wery  &  wounded  aP'  in  fight;  4536 


I  teld  )>am  to. 

'  US^Jrensche,  bretons,  P.  Que 
11  Breton  mer  passeroient,  Wace^ 
1.  4249  (after  Geoffrey). 

*  fiance  to  help  pe  romeyns  to 
fight. 

*  mad. 


*  a  felon   \_Wace,  f^lon]  cou^  he 
fiiit  wcle  daunte,    [\t.  27,  bk.,  col.  a.] 
^  He  wan, 
'force. 

^  tcist  pefnnkis  men. 
^forced  J>em. 
>o  ilk. 
'*  jr  weri  foT'fouhten. 
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Leuer  hym  were  in  loue  )>em  loute,^ 

pan  in  bataille  to  ben^  in  doute; 
>  pe  Bretons  hadden  hasted  hem  *  so, 
,  pat  tyme  in  dede  myghte  ];ey  nought  do.    4540 
,  Wy)?  faira  wordes  hem  to  hym  drow ; 

&  gaf  hem  giftes  &  richesse  *  ynow, — 

ffor  of  his  giftes  he  was  ful  large, 
,  ffor  schame  pej  moughte  hym  namore  charge ; — 

&;  more  he  byhet,  )7an  gyue*  he  myght,       4545 

pe  Bretons  to  wynne  wi|>  force  &  fight. 

To  pore  men  he  gaf  fraunchise, 

&  cleymed  J^eym  quit^  of  per  seruise;  4548 

po  men  he  hadde  flemed^  J?e  contre, 
,  To  comen  ageyn  he  gaf  hem  fre, 

&  to  haue  ]fer  heritage, 

&  restored  )?eym  of  here®  damage.  4552 

perfore  when  J^is  grete  lordynges 

Seyen  Cesar  ofre®  )?em  swylke  l^^nges — 
,  Gold  &  syluer  atter^**  wille —  cieaf«),coi.2.] 

In  pes  )?ey  held  hem  alle  stille.  4556 

Mikel  ys  richesse  of  power  ! 

ffor  sone  had  he  bated  wo  &  wer,^^ 
.  Sone  had  he  turned  wrong  to  right, 

Sone  had  he  blent  pe  coueytons  sight,  4560 

Sone  made  he  frend  )?at  er  were  wro)>e, 

Of  Cesar  &  pe  ffrankysche  bo)?e  ; 

ffor  )?o  pat  hym  byforen  hated, 

Wi)?^*  hys  gyftes  were  alle  abated;  4564 


So  he  speaks 
the  Gaols  fair, 

and  gives  them 
great  gifts. 


He  sets  fl-ee  the 
poor, 

recalls  the 
ejules 

to  their  inherit- 
ance; 

and  thus  quiets 
the  Gauls. 


Great  is  the 
power  of 
money  I 


It  turns  Csesar^s 
foes  to  fViends, 


*  lufto  louU, 

^  com  to  bataile  jr  be. 
^  had  pam  hoited, 

*  giftes  riche ;  and  leaves  out  the 
next  two  lines. 

*  hette  )>am  i/J>a/. 

*  clam€  quite,  Wace,  Eng.  "  quit- 
claim." 


7  J>ar  he  had  Jled.  [  Wace,  escii- 
lie]. 

8  \>am  ))er. 

®  sawe  Cesar  offer, 

10  at  ^r. 

"  wheere  ;  and  leaves  out  the  next 
two  lines,  and  transposes  the  two 
next  to  them. 

''for. 
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and  makes  his 
rebels  loyal. 


Caesar  then  gets 
built  at  Bou- 
logne a  wonder- 
ful tower, 
"Ordre;** 


puts  his  trea- 
sure in  it, 
and  stays  there 
two  years 


collecting 
money. 


Then  he  makes 
ready 

a  fleet  of  600 
ships, 

and  resolves  to 
invade  Britain. 


pat  schopen  hym  yueP  &  outrage, 
pey  diden*  hym  fewte  &  homage, 
At  his  conseil  for  to  lende, 
Ageyn  )?e  Bretons  ^yf  he  wold  wende.         4568 
Whan  sire  Cesar,^  lord  &  sire, 
Had  pesed  &  swaged  al  ]7er  ire, 
He  coTiseilled  hym  wy}?  an  engynou?', 
&  dide  hym  make  a  merueyllous  tour  4572 

In  Boloygne:  "Ordre**  ys  'pe  name. 
So  wrought  ys  non  hot  Jwt  same ; 
By-ne)?en  hit  is  in  strange  compas ; 
Brod  &  }?ykke  )?e  gynnynge  was,  4576 

&  eu^e  hit  narewe}>*  rysande  on  heyght, 
&  seme}>  griller'  &  more  streight. 
Selcou)?e  stages  ar  );er-ynne, 
W3mdowes  cast,  coruen  wi}?  gynne.  4580 

His  tresor  he  leyde  "per  inne  to  lok, 
Onlyke  )?er  al  Jwt  he  toke; 
&  hym  self  lay  in  }>e  tour, 
When  he  dred  hym  of®  his  tresour.  4584 

Two  ^er  he  dwelled  ]>&i*  in  ffraunce, 
&  dight  hit  for  werre  in  alle^  chaunee; 
He  sente  to  baillife  to  gadere  hym^  fees, 
&  reisede  his  truwage  of  his  citees.  4588 

Whan  al  was  gadered  on  ylk  party. 
In  Ordre  J?ey  leide  hit  in  tresory. 
In  two  ^er  he  dide  hym  dight, 
.  &  made  hym  to  Brutayne  right,®  4592 

&  dide  hym  dighte  a  fflute  on  flode. 
Sex  hundred  gi'et  schipes  &  gode,^® 
&  seide,  "  jit  wyly  make  ^^  assay 


1  compoMMtd  foiy, 

^mad. 

>/iiltus.     Llear28.] 

*  nereweM. 

*  grdere  (rougher,  sharper). 
^Jor  [detraison,  Wace], 


7  dighted  it  for  were  o. 

8  Ait. 

B  vppon    pe    bretOM    ^ftiona    to 
fight. 

10  schipes  grete  ff  gode, 

11  wiU  mak* 
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"  Ypon  ye  Bretons,  spede  how  ^  y  may ;      4596 
"  Bot  ^if  y  may  conquere  Cassibolan, 
"  Y  preise  nought  elles  al  }?at  y  er  wan; 
. "  Al  my  coTiqueste  preise  y  nought, 
'*  Bot  )?e  Bretons  to  trewe  be  brought."       4600 


f  De  Bubuersione  nauigii  Cesaris  in  Tamjrsia. 

Whan  liit  was  dight,  al  his  flat,  Casar's  fleet, 

WyJ,  god  folk  &  vitaiUes  set.  :^^f^; 

pe  schipes  seyled  day  &  nyght  Thames, 

Til  )?ey  come  in  to  Teraese  rlght.^  4604 

pus  yey  wend,  )?at  atte  firste  tyde 

per  nauye  to  London^  holy  schold  ^  ryde  ;  *<>  attack  Lon- 

Alle  at  ones  J.e  scholde*  vp  saille, 

&  to  J?e  Bretons  gyue  bataillg.  4608 

.  pe  Bretons  wist  hit  wel  ynow, 
Bot  of  )?er  sleigj^e  lystne);  now;*  But  the  artful 

Longe  pyle8»  &  grete  dide  l^ey  make  ;  SeSf " 

ffaste  yn  Temese  dide  ^ey  hem  stake,  4612  with  piles  shod 

Euerylkon  wy)?  iren  sehod  ;  [leaf  20.  back.]  ^*'**^''^"» 

.  Ageyn  J>e  schipes  stod  ilkon  ^  od,  set  singly, 

fful  wel  set,  &  sykerly  ; 
per  myght  non  wel  ascape^  forby.  4616 


f  De  bello  int^r  Cesare;;^  ft  Brnton^^  in  Tamys^a. 

jf  Right  atte  fullc  se^  of  fiod  Csesar's  ships 

Cora  all6  six  hundred  schipes  god;  tidr*"^^" 

.  Sykerly  j;ey  wend  haue  nomen,  and'make  sure 

.  &  into  London^  at  ones  comen.  4g2oofr^hing 

LoDdon ; 


2  pel  sette  vp  iaile  ^e  schippea 
kemse 
^  wynde  )>ai3)  drofe  f'n  to  tcmse. 
^suld. 


*  hot  whht  1^1  did  listen  how. 

«  peelea.  [peus  fcrres,  Wace,44S7.^ 

^  ilk  an.    [leaf  28.] 

"  scape. 

8  at  afolltjlowe. 
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CiESAR'S  SHIPS  DRIVE  ON  THE  STAKES. 


bnt  they  strike 
on  the  piles, 

and  sink, 


great  holes 
being  driven  in 
them. 


A  bad  time  for 
them  1 

Caesar 


orders  them  to 
land  where  and 
how  they  can. 

They  do ;  and 

as  they  are 

pitching  their 

tents, 

the  Britons 

attack  them 

fiercely. 


pey  ne  were  wyjjynne  bot  a  lite, 

Or  on  J7e  pyles  gon  Jiey  ^  smyte. 

per  myght  men  se  )?at  stod  on  brjmke, 

Schipes  in-to  J?e  water  synke ;  4624 

pat  on  vn-to  J?e  to^er  hurte,* 
.pe  mastes  faste^  to-gidere  burte, 

&  somme  ouer-temed,  &  lay  on  syde ; 

Bordes  ryuen  out  holes  wyde,  4628 

.  Ropes  ryuereled,  &  swerued*  in  lyne, 
.  Ilkon  dered  oj^er,  &  dide  pyne ; 

Lond  ne  hauene  myght  }>ey  non  taken, 
.  So  faste  on  pyles  gan  J^y  staken  :  *  4632 

.  In  yuel  ®  tyme  out  )?ey  nomen, 
.Tuel  jTey  ryued  Jwt  J^ider  comen!^ 

Cesar  saw  J?at  grete  vnhap, 

pat  in  )?e  wat^r  was  swylk  a  trap;  4636 

.  Iren-schod  was  ilka  peel, 

&  ®  jTOughte  yat  so  was  ilka  del ; 

Many  of  );em  turned  a-geyn, 
.  &  seyde  'pat  wendyng  was  in  veyn.  4640 

He  dide  fern  alle  gon  vp  to  londe, 
.  Man  &  hors,  'per  fey  best  fonde ; 

By  bankes  vp  aboute  ]7ey  wente, 

&  pyght®  feym  pauylons  &  tente.  4644 

Right  als  fey  picched®  per  pauylons. 

Cam  Cassibolan  wyf  pe  Bretons, 
.  Erles,  barons,  knyghte,  squiers,^^ 

Asperly  foUe  on  pe  Romaynei-s  : " —  4648 

His  neuew  &  opere  of  his^*  kynde, 

Wjp  allc  pe  opere  pat  he  myghte^*  fynde, 


*  are  oh  J>e  peles  pai  gan. 

2  hnrtle.  (hurter,  TTace,  1.  4347.) 
^faUe, 

*  reueld  Buarled. 

^  pelis  gon  pei  stake, 

'^  ille  .  .  nome, 

'  liie  pei  sailed  &  pidire  come. 


»he. 

9  piked. 

^^  suaynes. 

'^^feBd  on  pe  romayns, 

^2  neuoz  jr  his  opar, 

"  help  phi  he  mot. 


X 
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pe  kynge  asemblede  in  noble  ^  wyse, 

ffor  wi}?  )7e  Bretons  was  no  feyntise  : —         4652 

&  at  yer  logges  ^er^  )7ey  hem  set, 
.  pe  Bretons  wjp  hem  \fev  J>ey  met' 

peyr  egre  comyng  }?e  Romayns  a-boden, 

A-ge3m  J^e  Brutons  stifly  pey  stoden  ;  4656 

Als  a  wal  J?e  scheltrom  held,* 

&  ruysed  J?e  Brutons  abak^  in  feld. 

ffirst  J?e  Romayns  fnl  wel  stoden, 

Agayn  }>e  Bretons  in  bataille  toden,®  4660 

&  fer  bakward  dide  hem  go, 

&  manyon  slowe,  &  wroughte  wo. 

penne  was  wroj?  Cassibolan ; 
.  flTor  tene  byfore  }?em  alle  he  nam,^  4664 

&  bar  }>e  breste  on  }>em  by-fore, 

&  after  hym  J?e  Bretons  gaf  *  bore, 

&  euere  was  fresche  folk  comande, 

And  dide  J?e  Romayns  ageyn  stande.  4668 

So  wy}7ynne  a  litel  }7rowe  [leaf  20,  back,  coi.  2.] 

Men  amed  J?em,  &  wel  hit  sowe, 

Two  so  many  Bretons  J^are 

As  hadde  J?er  lulius  Cesare,®  4672 

&  dide  pe  Romayns  a-geyn  to  fle, 

&  slowe  |>em,  scbarae  was  bit  to  se  ! 


The  Romans 
stand  stiflBy, 


and  at  first 
drive  back  tbe 
Britons. 


This  angers 
Cassibolan ; 

he  leads  his 
men  on, 


brings  np  iVesh 
ones, 


and  puts  the 
Romans  to 
flight 


*  ascried  J^am.  oh  his. 
^  as,     Deaf  28,  back.] 

"  For  the  next  two  lines  the  Petyt 
MS.  has,  on  leaf  28,  back, — 

ferweis  at  i^er first  coming. 

\>eT  armoav  herd  ye  crusse  §•  ryng. 

At  ]feT  loges  |to  romeifns  hiden. 

agayn  pe  Bretons  st\fly  riden, 
of  which  the  first  two  represent  the 
*'  Dont  T^issi^s  armes  croissir  '*  of 
TToce,  1,  4866,  vol.  i.  p.  206. 

*  >er  hardynes  heide,  (Lor  hardi- 
ment  orent  por  mqp,  Wace,  1,  4369.) 


^  did  pe  Bretons  go  Bah. 
^felde  yod, 
'  wan. 
^  gan. 

^  Bien  se  sunt  esm^  as  tirois  rans 
De  chevalier,  tos  combatans, 
Que  C^sar  n'i  ot  amen^. 

Wace,  L  206, 1.  4377-9. 

Britones  vero,  omni  hora  affluen- 

tia  suorum  augmentati,  triplo  migor- 

em  numernm  habebant.    Ga{f,  Mon, 

It.  7  (p.  62,  ed.  GUes). 


L   2 
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THE  ROMANS  RETREAT  PROM  BRITAIN. 


Cesar  was 
never  so  cast 
down. 


The  Britons 
fight  like  mad. 


Caesar  with- 
draws his  men 
to  their  ships, 


and  is  himself 
the  last  to  leave 
the  land. 


The  Romans 
land  at  Bou- 
logne, 

and  stay  there 
to  recover. 


if  De  probitate  Bratonm?^. 

jf  Hardy  Ceear,  noble  kyng, 

pat  nenei'e  so  baysclifc  was^  for  no  J>yng, 

He  sey  pe  force  of  ye  Brutons, 

&  hyse  to  )?em  hadde  no  fuysons.* 

pe  Bretons,  as  wode,  rengede  route  ; 

Of  dynt  ne  dep  ^  had  ]>ey  no  doute  ; 
.  pey  slowe,  &  felde,  &  made  }?era  weye ; 
,  pey  made  no  force  to  lyue  ne  deye.* 
.  Cesar  p^rceyued  "pat  ful  wel, 

He  dide  tu^Tie  hys  folk  ylk  del 

A-geyn,  &  to  per  schipes  wende ; 

Bot  hym  self  lefte  til  *  pe  last  endo, 

A-gayn  J>e  Bretons  for^  to  fyglit, 

pe  whyles^  his  folk  to  schipe  pern  dight. 

By  pe  lond  pe  schypes  did  ryde, 
.  To  kepe  his  folk  at  ilka  tyde ; 

When  alle  were  ynne,  &  sayl  on  mast, 

Cesar  com  yn  alder  last; 
,  &  alle  pat  were  of  his  conrey, 
.  Hyed  ^em  faste,  &  wente  ®  per  wey. 

Euene  as  lyne^  pe  wynd  gan  dryue; 

At  Ordre,  his  tour,  gon  J?ey  aryue.^^ 

Cesar  soioit^Tied  per  fill  longe, 

To  hele  pern  }>at"  were  wounded  stronge, 

&  man  &  hors  for  to  rest, 

And  ordeyned  for  hym  what  was  best 


4676 


4680 


4684 


4688 


4692 


4696 


4700 


1  neuer  ahaist, 
-fosons  (defence, 
note  ^7,  ahoTe. 
3  dede  ne  dynt, 
^  or  deie. 
^  was  t'n. 
*  to  pe  bretoKs. 
'  to  while. 


p.  r>6,  1.  1591, 


«  vp  with  saile  i" forth.  CIf.28,bk.,cl.2.] 

*  alslyn, 

»o  did  vp  ryue.  The  three  lines 
following  are  in  the  MS.  du  Roi  73, 
and  the  Arsenal  71  (^Wace,  i.  207), 
though  not  in  the  MS.  du  Roi  27 
that  De  Lincy  printed. 

"  hele  >ar. 
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pe  kyng  of  }?ys  lond,^  Cassibalan, 
.  &  pe  Bretons  ilka  man, 
Made  ioye  for  )?e  mykel  pris 
pat  yey  had  W07inen  *  of  Cesar  twys. 
.  pe  Romayns,  mykel  sorewe  )?ey  made 
.  pat  )7e  Bretons  were  so  ^  glade ; 
.  Cesar  &  hyse  were  dismayed, 
.  Bot  pe  Bretons  were  wol  payed. 


4704. 


The  Britons  re- 
joice at  beating 
CsBsar  twice, 


4708 


-1*71  o  hold  a  great 
'*'^^  feast  to  God. 


jf  Vro  Victoria  eor^^;^  optulem^^t  soldmjmfn 
sacWficifi^  Diane  diis  snis. 

ffor  ioie  ]>ey  hadden  ]fo  batalle  wonnen, 

&  Cesar  twyes  had  ouer-ronnen, 

To  God  pey  highte  to  make  a  feste  and  resolve  to 

Wy)?  alle  pe  comme[n]8  lest  &  meste.* 

pe  day  he  set  of  pe  sacWfise, 

Hys  vow  to  holde  wyp  fair  seruise. 

Cassibalon  sende  his  messegers 

ffor  pe  barons,*  knyghtes,  &  squiers,  4716 

Of  his  demeynes  alle  pe  pytaille** 
.pat  hadde  hym  seamed  in  bataille, 

pat  ]7ey  scholde^  alle  to  London  come, 
.  Vp  peyne  of  forfetwre  of®  dome, 
.  Wy f  &  child  wij;  hem  schold '  lede, 

po  J^at  halp  hym  in  his  nede, 

&  alle®  come  wi}?  herte  glad. 

In  riche  atyr,  ryght  as  he  bad.  4724 

Man  &  wyf,  &  children  tonge  [leaf  21.]  All  come, 

.pat  cou)^  go,  &  speke  wyl?  toiige, 


Cassibolon 
summons 


to  London  all 


±*70fi  '^^^  helped  in 

**'^"  the  war, 

as  well  as  their 
wires  and 
children. 


*  kyntf  Jouhti  kijng» 
^won. 

'  ait :  and  leaves  out  the  next  four 
lines  of  verse. 

*  comune  0/ i>eT  gesie. 

^for  barons. 

•  pedaile  (foot-soldiers). 

7  8UU. 

«^ 

^aUpei. 
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THE  BRITONS*   THANKSQIYINQ  FEASt. 


and  fair  folk 
they  are. 


AUe  \fey  comen  to  J^e  cjrte: 
ffairer  folk  myght  no  man  se  ; 
&  ilkaman  after  his  auenaunt 
Made  offrynge,  as  was  his^  haunt. 


4728 


The  Britons 
offer  up  50,000 

C0W8, 

3,000  hinds, 


100,000  sheep, 
and  birds  no 
end. 


Then  min- 
strels play  and 
rhyme; 

knights 


and  others 
fence,  wrestle, 
and  leap ; 

everyone  plays; 


Huwelyn  and 
Irelgas  fence. 


jf  Eze  Sacrificm/7^. 

jf  pys  feste  day  J?at  was  so  hey, 

Were  offred  ffifty^  |H)usand  ky,  4732 

&,  per-io,  Jre*  ]?ousand  hyndes, 
.  Wylde  walkande  by  wode  lyndee ; 

&;  an  hundred  ]70usand  schep; 

pe  noumbrc  of*  foules  gaf  noman  kep,  4736 

.So  fele  yer  were,  myght  non  J^em*  ame, 
.  What  of  wilde,  what  of  tame. 

When  don  was  )?at  sacrefyse, 

&  feste  holde  in  per  beste  wyse,®  4740 

.  Mynstrals  bygon  to  blowe  ^  &  ryme, 
.  Als  }?er  custume  was  ]?at  tyme ; 

Knyghtes,  squiers,  made  bourdys, 
.  &  hem  desgysede  in  pourpre  ?  &  bys  ;  4744 

&  o]>er  bachelers  skirmede  faate, 

Wrastlede,  lepen,®  stones  caste ; 
.In  feld,  in  toun,  in^®  ilka  weye, 
,  Ilkon  pleide  J?at  he  couJTe  pleye.  4748 

When  }>ey  hadde  alia  pleyd  at  wille, 

&  schold  haue  ended,  &^^  ben  al  stills, 

Two  wolde  skyrmen,  as  fel  J?e  "  cas, 

Sire  Huwelyn  &  Irelgas.^'  4752 


')>er. 

2  was  of  fourti.     (quarante  mil, 
Wace,  i.  209, 1.  4431.) 
'  )>er  pritti  (trente-nodllers,  Wacc) 

*  tale  af. 

*  no  man. 

*  P.  leaves  out  this  b'ne, 
f  glewe,     Peaf29.] 


**'  tn  J>er  q^nsMtise  ofpnrpure, 
'  wrisded  skipped, 
^^at. 

11  ^  stdd  haf. 
1-  skirme  ^t  com  of. 
'3  hereglas  {Ireglas  in  rubric  and 
next  line). 
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JT  De  Inforttmio  inter  Huweljrnnm  &  Irelgas. 

Irelgas  was  ]fe  kynges  cos3m ; 

Androcheus  neuew  was  Huwelyn.^ 
.pyBe  to-gedere  wolde  skyrme  al  gate; 

porow  pride  of  herte  son  com  per  hate,         4756 

porow  hate  }?eii  gan  )>er*  wordes  ryse 

Of  bo|>e  parties  of  yuel  ^  assise. 

When  ilk  had  seyd  til  oJ?er  wough, 

WyJ?  wra)?e  to  smyte,  }?e  egge*  drongh :       4760 

porow  a  meschaunce,  y  wot  hit  was, 

Huwelyn  slow  ^er  Irelgas. 

When  J?e  kyng  J?ys  chaunce  herd  seye, 

pe  feste  was  sturbled  &*  aweye.  4764 

flfor  J7e  kyng  was  fill  feloun, 

&  hastyf,  vntil  vengaunce  bouTi, 

pe  kyng  seid  vntil  Androche, 

&  bad  hym  vp  peyne  of  alle  his  fe,  4768 

Huwelyn,  his  cosyn,  hym®  for  to  sende, 

pat  felonie  for  to  amende, 

&  in  his  court  haue  iugement 
.porow  J>e  comunes,  er  Jwt  J^ey^  went.  4772 

Androcheu«  )70ughte®  wy)?  hcrte  ful  wo: 

"  ^if  y  hym  sende,  he  sehal  hym  slo.*' 

Androchet^  sende  ageyn  fill  tyt, 

&  of  his  court  asked  respit :  4776 

,    "  A  lord  y  am,  &*  court  y  haue; 
. "  porow  Jwt  wyl  y  ^®  hym  dampne  or  saue. 

'*  ^yf  ^er  be  eyj?er^^  baron  or  knyght,  [ieaf2i.coL2.] 

'*  Pleyne)?  hym  ]>er,  he  schal  haue  right;     4780 


They  get  angry, 
bad  words  are 
spoken ; 


and  by  ill  hap 
Hawdyn  kills 
Irelgas. 
Cassibolan 


demandB  Irel- 
gas of  his  uncle 
Androchens, 


that  he  may  be 
tried. 


Bat  Andro- 
cheus  refiises  to 
give  up  Irelgas, 


and  says  hell 
try  him  in  his 
own  conrt* 


^  nouowe  wtis  Heufyn. 
'  Porgh  jHin  yaii, 

*  edge, 

^  tabled  {r  mirth, 

*  htui^  him. 


7  Porgh  comon  or  pei, 
**  P<nUi, 

9  a, 

10  whilA  ./.  map. 
^1  it  be  (m)»en 
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168     CASSIBOLAN  VOWB  VENGEANCE  ON  iJ^DKOCHEUS. 


&  \pe  souereynte  \fO\x  ttikeet  j^e^  to, 
Hit  schold  be  myn,  &  schal^  be  so; 
pou  wost  hit  *  ys  myn  Leritage ; 
pou  bedes  me  mys  &  outrage  ! " 


4784 


Cassibolan 
waxes  wrath, 
and  swears 
hft'U  pillage 
Androcheus 

and  slay 
Huweyln. 

So  the  feast 
ends  in  strife. 

Cassibolan  is 
Androcheos's 
uncle, 


and  yet  strives 
daily  to  ravage 
his  land. 


JT  Rex  irascator  versus  Androch^f^»^  nepotem  swim. 

Wlien  )?e  kyng  berde  his  answere, 

He  swor  he  scholde  *  on  hym  were ; 

&  ]Kit  he  had,  he  scholde*  hyra  reue, 

Heritage  ne  nought,  hym  byleue ;  4788 

&  Huwelyn  schold*  he  slo, 

fFor  \Hit  outrage  ]Ktt  [he]  had  do.* 

On  ^s  manere  -paHed  ^  per  fest^  ; 

Wi)7  loue  bygan,  endede  wi}>  cheste.  4792 

.  Cassibolan  was  Androchea^  eem, 
.  Luddes  broj^er  of  Jwt  teem. 
.  ^  Androchett«  was  Luddesone,  &  Temnace, 
.As  y  fom  telde  in  o)?er  place.^  4796 

.  Whan  Lud  deyde,  )?ey  ne  coufe 
.  Kepe  Jtc  lend  for  ]>er^  ^ouj^e; 
.  Cassibolan  pei^ore  vndertok 
.  pe  lond,  &  hem  to  kepe  &  lok ;  4800 

.  &  )K)row  Jtc  wrojTO  of  Jriis  )?ynge 
.  Made®  Androche  a  chalangyng. 

Now  ilka  day  Cassibolan  fandes^® 

To  brenne  &  struye"  Androcheus  landes.     4804 


*  ^  courte  \feU  f>ou  bides  me, 

'suld.  .ff  sait, 

^woteit,     [leaf29,ool.2.] 

*8uld. 

^  for  Ireglas  sM  he  go, 

^  departed. 


^-7  Androche  (f  Tenuace 

lud  tons  hope  ,1,  told  or  space, 
^for  ouer, 
^Makis. 

^^fondes  ,  .  .  londes, 
"  hrenne. 
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f  Hie  pedit  concordiam. 

jf  AiidrochetiiJ  saw  his  felon  will^, 

pat  )>e  kyng  jK)ughte  hym  to  ^  spille ; 

He  sente  til  hym  his  messeger, 

&  preyed  )>e  kyng  in  fair  maner,  4808 

Namore  destruye  his  landes  so, 

Bot  make  aeord  bytwyxt  hem  to ; 

&  preied  hym  *')?at  he  wolde*  mone 

"  pat  he^  was  his  broJ?er  sone,  4812 

"  &  heir  of  al  fat  heritage 

"  pat  )wu  me  reuest  wyj?  outrage."* 

pe  kyng  was  of  so  felon  rees, 

He  no  wolde  here  of  preyere  ne*  pes,  4816 

Bot  vengaunce  take  t&c  any  )?yng ; 

pat  falles  ful  yuel  ®  for  a  kyng. 

Androehetts  saw  no  hettere  bot: 

''Suffren,"  he  saide,  '^nede  y  mot."  4820 

Hys  pleyn  londes  he  let  hym  haue, 

Bot  his  forteletes  he  dide^  saue : 

Wi)7  hym  to  holde  he  fond  noman, 

So  cruel  was  Cassybalan. 

ffle  no  wold  he  neuer  a  del, 

Ne  lese  'pat  he  myghte  liolde  weL 

Androchet^^  asked:  "What  ys  to  rede?® 

"  Syn  no  man  dar  me  helpe  for  drede, 

"  &  help  me  byhoues  haue  algat^,® 

"  Nede  me  dryuej?  vntiP®  )?e  ^ate; 

'*  ffor  pe  kyng  assent  wil  nought 

"  pat  y  haue  JTes,  als  y  haue  sought.  4832 


Androcheoa 


sends  and  asks 
Cassibolan 


to  be  at  one 
with  him ; 


but  Cassibolan 
will  not. 


Androchens 


retires  to  his 
fortresses, 
bat  can  get  no 
4824  allies. 


So  he  argaes, 
"What  can  I 
4828  do  ? 

I  must  have 
help, 

as  Cassibolan 
won't  make 


peace. 


*  wild  him, 
^  i/he  wild  it 
^  ha 


*  reues  alt  outerage. 

*  he  not  here  hit  pmier%  no* 
^  vmwhile  ift. 


7  ^  his  forceletes  did, 
^  said  wh&t  is  to  spede,  \\t  29,  bk.] 
9  bos  hafalle  gate, 
1^  chaces  vnto :  and  then  leaves  out 
the  next  four  lines. 
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170      ANDROCHEUS  APPEALS  TO  C^SAR  FOR  HELP. 


Fell  his  pride,  I 
will. 


thougb  I  suffer 
for  it  as  well  as 
he." 


So  Androcheus 
writes  to 
Cssar, 


and  says : 


"  Sipen  y  ne  may  haue  no  rest, 

"  On  6\>er  halue  y  schal  do  my  beat; 

"  fful  mykel  anguisse  woldy  byde,|>afsi,bik!k.coi.2.] 

"^or  to  felle  ^  kynges  pryde.  4836 

*'  A  folye  to  do,  &  fle  a  wel  *  more, 
.  "  Men,  haldes  Jwt  wysdam  *  &  lore ; 

"  To  do  a  folye,  ^ut  were  hit  skyl, 

*'  ffort[o]  lyuere  ^  a  man  fro  mor«  peryl ;     4840 

"  &  god  hit*  were  to  BuflTre  a  wo, 

*'  ffor  to  venge  hym  of  hys  fo. 

"  Wel  y  wot,  &  haue  in  hert, 

"  pat  hit  schal  vs  bo)?e  smert;  4844 

*^  Bot  ^it  me  lykes  Jwt  greuaunce, 

"  lif  y  may  take  on  hym  vengaimce. 

"  What  so  schal  me  bytide  algate, 

"  pe  kynges  pride  y  wyl  abate ;  4848 

.  "  Y  may  nought  elles  wy}>  hym  dele." 

A  le^re  he  wrot,  &  dide  hit  sele, 

&  sent  hit  priuely  to  Cesar, 
.  Tyl  Ordre  his  tour,  for  he  was  far.  4852 

What  he  wrot,  &  Jjyder  sent, 

Y  vnderstonde  yua  ]?entent: 


<  0  wise  Ceesar, 


I  Androcheus, 
lord  of  Kent 
and  London, 
greet  you. 


jf  Epistola  Androchii  ad  Cesarem. 

"  To  Cesar,  hardy,  war,  &  wys, 
Whas  pruwesse  men  preise*^  in  pm!        4866 
Of  Bretaigne,  Androche  fe  Bretoun, 
Sire  of  Kent,  lord  of  London, 
Sendep  ^  gretynge,  wy)^  his  god  red, 
pat  whilom  wylned  to  )?e  ded.®  4860 

Cesar  I  often  haue  men  seen, 


J  §•  slek  a. 

'^  hold  it  wit(hm* 

*  to  delyuer. 

*  wele  it 


^  who8  pruesse  men  ptaises. 
•  to  send  pe  gretyng  is  my  rede, 
whilom  to  whom  ./.  deeired  dede. 
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per  to  han^  hated,  &  fomen  ben, 
pat  8y}?en  han  loued  to-gedre  wel, 
Tristiloker  }?an  ony  stel ;  ^ 
After  hate,  lone  wyl  be, 
&  after  schame,  worschip^  men  se: 
pvs  hit  b}rtides  many  gate, 
Of  somme  |w  longe  has  ben*  hate. 
Ilk  Boughte  oper  dep,^  al  )^t  we  myght, 
When  we  met  vs^  in  feld  to  fight; 
Bot  BO  hit  fel,  to  bo)?e  oure  prow, 
pat  neyj?er  am  y  slayn,  ne  )h)w. 
^A-geynes  vs  bataille  hastow  nomen, 
&t  twyes  we  haue  'pe  oueroomen ; 
Bot  lef  fou  wel  j^is  ®  for  oerteyn, 
pat  ^if  |?ou  wilt  come®  eft  ageyn, 
Of  Kent  ne  )?ertestow  ^®  fle  )?at  cost, 
paw^'  y  were  ^re  wy)?  al  myn  host; 
&  )?ey^^  )?e  kyng  )?at  tyme  com  J^are, 
Ne  }»rt  J7e  ^^  fle  for  al  his  fare ;  ^^ 
ffbr  Jwrow  myn  help,  &  JHjrow  me. 
Has  jfe  kyng  do  ]?e  twyes  fle;^^ 
ffor  by  me  ^  land  )h>u  lees, 
&  for  me  fledde  yy  mykel  pres. 
perof  now  y  repente  me  sore, 
pat  y  so  dide  ageyn  )?e  JTore; 
perfore  by  me  Jwu  schalt  be  brought 
To  Wynne  pe  lond,  als  )h>u  had  )K>ught; 
Now  me  for)?ynkes  Jwt  y  'pe  noyed, 


Foes  often  turn 
hat  ftiends. 


4864 


4868 

You  and  I  have 
sought  each 
other's  death ; 

4872  ^^^  you're  still 
alive, 

though  weVe 
beaten  you 
twice. 

4876  Now,  however, 
if  youMl  invade 
England  again, 
I*Il  help  you. 


4880 


Through  me 
the  king  beat 
you  before, 


4884 

and  now  I'm 
sorry  for  it, 

and  1*11  make 

.«^,.  yo^  ^'^  the 
4888  Ld. 


1  iuo  kaf. 

'  tristeliere  Pen  any, 

'  jr  a/ler  wirschip, 

*  >a<  long  h^fbene  in. 

•  we  Mouht  our  dede, 
<  wejbndid. 

7  The  lines  following,  down  to  L 
4915,  are  not  in  De  lincy's  MS.  dn 


Roi  S7,  but  are  in  MS.  73,  Cang^. 
TFac€,i.  214-15. 
^  boi  witU  >otf  now, 
"  7/*J>OM  wiitcom, 
^^  thwrte  pe. 

»  pof.  >2  ^^^ 

"  The  Pety  t  MS.  adds,— 
ff  j^gh  \>e  dyntes  of  my  hande, 
d^ended  >«  kyng  kds  londe. 
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AKCBOCHEUS'S  LETTEB  TO  CifiSlR. 


For  lately 
Cassibolan  has 
got  proud, 
and  will  never 
let  me  be  qxiiet 
for  a  day. 
He  idlls  my 
friends. 

(C 

a 
(( 

and  wants  to 
banish  and  kill 

(t 

me 

t< 

(« 

because  I  won't 
let  him  kill  my 
nephew. 

a 
t; 

I'U  tell  you 
how  the  strife 

arose: 

tt 

•At  our  feast 
in  honour  of 
beating  you, 

10  r« 

&  ]Hxt  J7e  kyng  }>e  so  destruyed ;  ^ 

flfor  sy n  he  ha]?  boren  hym  in  to  proud  wyse  * 

Til  his  barons,  &  to  aUe  hyse,®  4892 

And  sy);en  hadde  he  neudre*  wille[if.2i,bk.,coi.2.i 

In  pes  me  suffre  a  day  be  stille ; 

My  lond  to  waste  he  go]?^  aboute, 

My  frendes  to  slo,  &  dryue  )>em  oute;      4896 

My  self  he  wolde  ^  exile  &  chace, 

&  slo,  als  hit  ys  his  manace  ; 

My  God  y  take  witnesse  vnto, 

T  serued  neue^^e  he  scholde  so  do  !  4900 

My  neuew  to  dep  he  wolde  haue'  demed; 

ffor  y  wy]?stodit,  he  ha}>®  me  flemed, 

&  for  y  wolde®  nought  do  his  wylle, 

To  suffre,  hym  myn  neuew  spille.  4904 

Y  schal  pe  telle  how  hit  bygan 

Bytwixt  me  &  Cassibolan : 

ffor  [J?e]®  honur  &  for  ]>e  pris 

pat  we  hadde  ouer-come  ]?e  twys,  4908 

pe  kyng  dide  J?e  folk  somoun 

porow-out  fe  lond  of  ilka  toun. 

pat  alle  of  valow,  moste  &  leste, 

Suld  com  to  London  to  his  feste,  4912 

Gmce  till  our  God  [to]  ^elde 

With  sac7*ifise,  as  lawe  wilde. 

Graces  golden  witfe  sacrifise, 

Whan  we  had  don  our  seruise,  4916 


1  of  }pe  deatroied. 

^for  he  has  horn  proude  ]>er/ore, 

3  to  his  barons  out  of  score, 

*  sif^en  with  me  ne  had  he, 
^  wendes. 

*  wald, 

7  wild  haf, 

^for  J>ai  encheson  am  I  now, 

^pe. 

»p  From  the  Petyt  MS.,  If.  30, 


which  gives  a  different  version  of  the 
first  part  of  Androcheus's  letter^  up 
to  line  4942  here.  It  follows  theWace 
MS.  du  Roi  78,  Cang^,  to  1.  4915, 
and  then  the  MS.  du  Eoi  27,  that  De 
Lincy  printed;  while  Robert  of 
Brunne  repeats  the  account  given 
on  page  167,  from  1.  4753  to  1.4776 
above. 
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"  Diu67'se  folk  in  stedes  did  samen, 
"  &  diu67'8ly  plaied  J>ei  ganien.]' 


j[  De  infortimio  int^*  Huwelinu;;^  ft  Irelgas. 

"  Irelgas  was  )?e  kynges  oosyn ; 

"  HuwelyD,  lie  was  neuew  myn : 

"  pyse  to-gyder«  wolde  skirme  algate; 
.**  porow  proude  hertes  \er  wax  hate; 
."  porow  hate  ^r  gon  wordes  ryse 
. "  On  bo)^  partys,  on  yuel  assise. 
.•*  Whan  ilk  had  seid  6]^r  wow, 

"  WiJ>  wra}?e  to  smyte,  ye  egge  drow ; 
. "  porow  a  mesehaunee,  y  wot  hit  was, 

'*  Huwelyn  slow  ]^r  Irelgas. 

"  When  \>Q  kyng  herde  }?ys  seye, 
.  '•*  pe  feste  was  trobled,  &  myr);e  a-weye. 
. "  flfor  ]?e  kyng  was  fill  felon, 
. "  &  hastif,  vntil  vengaunce  boun, 

"  pen  seid  J?e  kyng  vntil  me, 

"  Comaundyng^,  vp  peyne  of  al  my  fe, 

"  Huwelyn  hym  for  to  sende, 
. "  pat  ffelonye  for  to  amende, 


my  nephew 

4920  J?'*^^^  r^ 
Cassibolan's 


4924 


and  by  ill  luck 
4928  ^^^^^  ^^^' 


Cassibolan 

4932  ""^^^  ^^'°" 
geance, 

and  ordered  me 
to  give  up  my 
nephew  to  be 
4936  tried  in  his 
court. 


»  The  Petyt  MS.  continues,— 
My  neuow  was  )>er  Heulyn, 
jr  pe  kyng  had  \>et  a  Cosyn  : 
triA  skirmyng  pet  higan  to  play, 
.  ff  ilk  opeT  with,  word  misgay. 
pe  kynges  cosyn  manacedfast, 
^  drouh  his  suerde  at  him  tn  hast. 
My  neuow   saw  >a/,  jr  on  him 

stirtCf 
held  his  suerde  for  doute  ofhirte : 
.oftrewe  men  |>us  ./.  it  herd, 
.  OitHex  pam.  tuo  )>us  it  misferd, 
.  p&t  Porgh  a  wond  pat  he  lauht  pore, 
vp  ne  ras  he  never  more; 


.  oper  wait  no  man  ne  wote 

.  whedire  hefelle,  or  he  him  smote. 

pe  kyng  of  pis  apechid  me, 

ff  comandid  on  aft  myfe, 

*  p^t ./.  his  body  to  him  sent, 

*  ff  at  his  courte  take  lugement.* 
I.  hoped  wele  he  wild  him  slo ; 
pe  ton  suldfor  p^t  optr  go; 

.  petfore  ./.  douted  him  to  sende, 
I,  said  ./.  had  a  courte, ./.  wende, 

.  jr  lordeschip,  as  a  man  ofmyght ; 
com  pleyne    him  )>er,   Sf  tak  his 
right. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


174      ANDROCHEUS  PROMISES  BRITAIN  TO  OJESAH. 


I  knew  he'd  be 
kiUedifldid, 


and  therefore 
said  that  my 
nephew  should 
be  tried  in  my 
own  court, 


which  was  only 
my  right. 


For  this, 
Cassibolan 

threatens 
to  slay  me/ 

Wherefore,  do 
you,  Gssar, 
come  and  help 
me, 


and  111  guaran- 
tee you  Britain. 

Don*t  mistrust 
me, 


but  come  at 
once. 


You  shall  suc- 
ceed." 


4940 


And  in  bis  court  have  iugement 

porow  }?e  comunes,  ar  J^at  )?ey  went 

pB,n  )H)ught  y  wy)7  herte  ful  wo, 

^if  y  hym  sende,  he  scholde  hym  slo. 

y  sende  hym  ageyn  fid  tyt, 

&  of  his  court  asked  respit : 

'  A  lord  y  am,  a  court  y  haue, 

'  porow  )7at  wold  y  hym  dampne  or  saue ; 

'  tif  hit  be  eyj^er  baron  or  knyght  4945 

'  pat  pleyne}>  hym  fere,  he  shal  haue  right. 

*  pe  court  fat  \>o\x  bedes  me  to, 

*  Hit  schold  be  myn,  &  schal  be  so ; 
'  \>ou  wost  hit  is  myn  heritage ; 

*  pou  beodes  me  mys  &  outrage/ 
&  for  y  f us  agayn-seide  hym, 
He  ys  to  me  fus  wrof^  &  brym, 
&  me  manacef  day  by  day 
To  brenne  &  slo,  ^yf  J?at  he  may. 
Wher-fore,  Cesar,  y  schewe  hit  ]7e, 
pat  fou  my  socour  ageyn  hym  be, 
&  help  me  in  my  wo  so  harde, 
And  com  hyder  in  god  forewarde, 

And  forow  me  schaltow  haue  ^  Brutayne,  [leaf  22.] 

&  y  forow  fe  brought  out  of  *  payne.       4960 

Ne  haue  fou  non  suspecioun 

pat  y  hit  seye  for  any  tresoun: 

Y  wolde  nought  swylk  a  J'yng  bygynne, 

Al*  fys  reame  for  to  wynne;  4964 

Bot  com,  &  make  no  dwellynge, 

&  rescowe  me  a-geyn  fe  kynge. 

flfor  ]>o\x  myshappedest  y*  J?e  first  ende, 

Now  schaltow  spede  er  fat  fou  wende."  4968 


4948 


4952 


4956 


2  porh  me  sait  >ow  haf, 
^  jr  -t.for  pe  be  brouht  of. 


^fir-     pcaf  80. 001.8.] 
^  If\>ou  $pede  not  in. 
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jf  Cesar  herde  what  he  bysought, 

&  streitly  tumde  hit  in  his  )H}ught, 

&  schewed  hit  his  barons  aboute, 

WheJ?6r  J)ey  heldit  certeyn  or  doute. 

per-on  )>ey  conseild,  jwt  ^er  war, 

pat  atte  laste  seyde  Cesar, 

"  pat  he  ne  wolde,  for  sonde  ne  sawe, 

*'  Put  hym  in  p«ril  ne  in  awe ; 

"  Ne  for  no  ^  byheste  of  host 

"  Wold  he  BO  sone  sampne  •  his  host ; 

"  ffor  y  haue  herd  seye  fele  sy)>e, 

"  pat  fisdre  byhestes  make)>'  foles  blithe." 

Cesar  sent  hym  bode  ageyn, 

^yf  he  wold  hald  *  his  word  certayn, 

Sende  he  scholde  hym  hostagers. 

Men  of  gode,  barons,  pers, 

Oper  elles  wolde  he  nought  com  ]>ere 

Vntil  his  tyme  bett^re  were. 

jf  Androcheus  dred  hym  of  treson, 

pat  )>e  kyng*  wolde  bysege  J?e  toun. 

His  sone  Senna  til  Cesar  sent, 

&  J>ritty  o)?er  wyj>  hym  J>ey  went, 

Of  fe  beste  J?at  he  might  fynde, 

Next  bom  of  his  owen  kynde. 

Cesar  reeeiued  J>em  wyj?  hont/7*, 

&  dide  J?em  eMe  in  Ordre,*  his  tour. 

Syn,  als  sone  as  he  myghte  hye. 

He  dighte  his  host,  &  god  nauye, 

&  priuely  aryued  vp  at  Doner, 

&  logged  hem  by  )?e  cost  al  ouer/ 

Androcheus  com  til  Cesar  J>yder, 

&  conseiled  )?em  boJ>e  to-gyder. 


Cffisar  tarns  the 
matter  over  in 
his  mind, 


4972 


and  resolves 
not  to  chance 
it  : 


4976 


'*  Fair  words 

A.Q^n  ™«*®  fools 
*^^"  fain." 

So  he  asks 
Androcheus  for 
hostages. 
4984 


4988 


Androcheus 
sends  his  own 
son,  and  30 
other  rehitions. 


4992 


Ccesar  there- 
upon sails  with 
his  army,  and 
lands  at  Dover. 


4996 


There  A.ndro- 

6000  ^*^®"^  ™^*8 
him. 


*  a. 

^  sone  tft  somen. 
3  hotes  makes, 

*  wild  hoJde. 


^  Cassibolan. 

*  did  |>am  Odre. 

7  In  banke  jr  ow^re  (shore). 
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Cassibolan 
hears  of  Csesar*8 
landing, 


and  marches 
towards  Dover. 


Csesar  puts 
Androcheos 
and  his  men  in 
a  side  valley, 


and  gives  his 
host  special 
orders  that 
none  shall 
hreak  the 
ranks, 


but  all  shall  ad- 
vance steadily 
side  by  side 


How  J>ey  schuld  wyrke,  &  on  what  wyse, 

Ageyn  J>e  kyng  in  bataiUe  to  rise. 

Tydynges  roTine,  )wt  ouer  al  ^  reches ; 

Ilk  man  til  oJ>er  made  yer^  speches,  5004? 

TiP  men  tolde  J?e  kyng  tydant, 

pat  Romayns  were  aryue  on  land. 

pe  kyng  )>eron  conseilled  sone  ; 

On  hem  to  reiine,  mad  hym  bone ;  5008 

&  in  herte  had  gret  meruaillc 

pat  ]?ey  so  so  sone  broughte  hym*  bataille. — 
.  He  wende  of  )?eym  haue  hed  no  warde, 
.Bot  hym  fel  }>er  a  chek  ful  harde;* —  5012 

&  al  so  sone  as  he  myght, 

Toward  Doue^^e  his  host  he  dight. 

To  Cesar  was  hit  told  in  hast 

pat  J?e  kyng  was  comande  fast :  501 6 

Cesar  conseilled®  wip  Androche, 

pat  he  wolde  come  out '  of  J^e  cite, 

And  ttirne  a  sidenhand  o^  valeye,       [leaf  22,001.2.] 

&,®  armed,  biden  hem  in  )?e  weye ;  5020 

&  arraied  J>em  in  renges^®  ryght, 

Sz  assigned  whiche  batailk  first  schold^'  fight. 

Whan  Cesar  had  arrayed  aP*  his  host, 

0'^  )?yng  he  comaunded  most:  5024? 

"  pat  nofi  scholde,  for  wele  ne  wo, 

'*  On  fro  oper,  of  renge  go ; 

"  Ne  non  prese  to  styrte  '*  byfore, 

"  Ne  holde  byhynde  in  coward  score ;  5028 

"  Bot  passe  for)?  sadlyk,^*^  syde  by  syde, 


*  Renmm  ran  J>a/  oner.  [If.  80,  bk.] 
'  to  ilk  a  man  mad  pei, 

■  gpeche, 

^  ^  rose  so  sone  eft  in, 

*  chek  hasarde  (fer  better). 

*  conseild. 

'  he  wald  out 

^  txtne  sidenen  in  a. 


^aft. 

^®  ff  renge  pam  redy  in  ordire. 

"  whilh  aschelh  suidftnrmast, 

»2  set  aft. 

"A 

^*  ne  stirte. 

**  renge  ^m  sadljf 
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'  Til  )?ey  com  ]>er  )?ey  schold '  abide, 

'  &  stoutly  hem  )?a7ine  o  J?e  bretons  auaimce,*      to  the  attack. 

'  &  felle  yem  doun'  wi)>  swerd  &  launce/     5032 

Androcheus  enbusched^  bym  pryuely 

Wyp  fif  hundred  *  men  armed,  redy 

On  J?e  kyng  assaut  to  make, 

By-twyxt  hem  ^yf  lie  myghte  ^  bym  take.   5036 

Cassibolan  on  bis  wey  gan  spede  ; 
.  Of  non  enbuscbement  ^  tok  be  bede  ; 
.  peyr  bostes  boJ?e  neighed  ®  ^erne  ; 
.  &  whan  J>ey  were  ®  nought  fro  ]>em  feme,     oO-tO 

Oue^'  an  bil  J>en  lay  bis  weye  ; 

&  als  he  com  in  to  J?e  valeye, 

He  saw  )?e  Romayns  fresche  y^*  J>e  feld, 

Redy  enbatailled  wij>  spere^^  &  scbeld.  5044 

Als  sone  mad  he  bym  redy, 

&  loude  ascried  fem  on  bar'*  cry, 

&  sone  ]?ey  schoten^'  arewes  &  dartz 

fful  felonlyk  on  boJ?e  partz.  5048 

Androcheus,  atte  firste  comynge, 

Of  his  enbuscbement  gan  he  springe ; 
.  Al  frescbdy  be  com  on  bem^*  ful  hot, 
.  &  bacward  vpon  J>e  Bretons  smot :  5052 

.  "  Ey  !'*  seid  'pe  kyng,  "here  ys  deseit! 
.  '*  Bytwixt  J?em  to  J?ey  bolde  vs  streit  1 "  '* 

He  ne  myghte  nought  perce  )>e  host  Romeyn, 

Ne  be  ne  myghte  turne  ageyn  ;  5056 

.  Byhynde,  biforn,  be  saw  peryl. 


Ca88ibolan*s 
army  comes  on, 


and  as  it  enters 
the  valley,  sees 
the  Romans, 


and  the  battle 
begins. 

Androcheus 
springs  from 
his  ambush, 


^  vntiff  pei  com  ^ei  suld. 
'  jr   JkiR    baldefy    auen(<na   his 
chance, 
'  retceyuehim. 

*  bussed, 

*  cinq  mil,  Wace,  i.  220, 1.  4699. 

*  bituex  ]>am  i/pei  mot 
'  bussement. 


•  bope  he  neihed. 
'  he  was. 
^^  spred  in. 
"  renged  uAih  helme. 
^'^  (f  discried  \>am  with  a,  Cir^.bJ.^ 
"  §•  to  9chot, 
^^freshf  on  him  he  com, 
^^  ,1,  am  hoiden  streite. 
M 


L|.OU,UK» 

col.  2.] 
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and  forces  Cas- 
Bibolan  to  draw 
offtoahillon 
his  flank. 


O  side  he  trauepsed  vnto  a  hil, 
,  So  nede  bym  byhoued^  or  be  in  cIob. 
On  bo)>e  sidea  he  saw  his  foos,  5060 

He  seide  hym  self  Jk),  he  was  bitraischt ; ' 
pen  were  )>e  Bretons  alle  abaischt. 


The  Britons  fly 
in  disorder 


till  they  reach 
the  hill. 
Once  there, 
they  feel  safe, 


as  each  man 
makes  a  tree 
his  castle. 
Caesar  sees  that 
he  can*t  carry 
the  hill  by 
assault; 

and  therefore 
besieges  it 
closely. 


jf  Hio  Cassibolane^  sa  retraxit. 

Ilk  )?at  ]?er.myght*  fle,  )>ey  fledde; 

pat  best  mygbt  rcTine,  best  he '  spedde  ;       5064 

Bett^re  was  fle,  jTan  worse  abide,* 

ffor  Bocour  J?er  cam  on  none*  syde. 

Vntil  a  hey  hil  J?ey  drowe  hem  to,® 

Bettere  wistey  nought  what  for  to  do;^       5068 

&  er  ]?ey  myghte  J?at  heye  hil  take. 

Many  a  crouue  men  myght  se  crake. 

Whan  ^y  hadde  ]?e  hil  al  nomen, 

peym  ]K)ughte  ]>ey  were  til  castel  comen ;     5072 

Non  oif  J>e®  Romayns  durst  com  hem  ney, 
,  Bot  held  )>em  fro  J>e  hil  a  drey.*^ 

pe  hil  was  strong^®  busked  aboute,  Deaf22.bk..coi.i.] 

pat  ]?e  Bretons  of  Cesar  hadde  no  ^^  doute ;  5076 
.  flbr  echc  man  tok  a  tre  to  stal, 

As  t^^ti  as^^  a  castel  wal. 

Cesa[r]  byheld  to  j^e  hilles^^  heyght, 

pat  wyj?  non  assaut  ne  wy)>  no  sleight         5080 

Mighte  he  wynne  J?at  forcelet; 

perform  a  sege  abute  hit  set. 


^  betraisl  .  .  .  ohaiat. 

*  llkon  )>er  mot,  (The  next  line, 
after  1.  4723,  is  left  out  in  T)e 
Lincy*8  Wace^  i.  224,  without  notice 
by  the  editor.) 

^  JJam. 

^  eajle  pan/oly  bide, 

^  whan  soconr  comes  on  no. 


^  pcijlcih. 

7  he  wist  no  bettere  )*&t  J»an  deih, 

^  nomore. 

^  nehi  .  .  .  drehi. 

**'  round, 

'^  had  of  no  man. 

'■-  tfostere  pan. 

^^  o/pehilipe. 
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pat  J?ey  ne  myghte  no-wer^  aboute, 

Bot  J>orow  hym,  haue  issue  ^  cute.  5084 

He  dide  sette  in  wardes'  seers, 

Knyghte  to  waciiem,*  &  squiers; 

&  also  he  dide  hewe  trees, 

pe  styes  to  stoppe,  &  ^  entres,  5088 

&  furgat  nought  ful  lyghtly  Caasar  doesn't 

How  J>ey  had  chased  hym  wy)>  maist^v  ;  °  ^ 

&  ofte  l^ey  telde  in  J?er  auys* 

How  J?ey  bifore  had  chased  hem  twys:         5092  |m8  double  beat- 
.  "  Now  schal  y  ^elde  hit,  jif  ]Kii  y  may,  l^v^topayit 

.  "  Er  ^e  departe  fro  me  away  ! "  ^^acJ^- 

.Alas,  hit  schold  euer  so"  bytyde,  h*H*^**^^ 

So  bolde  Bretons  myght  non  abide  I  5096  must  be  de- 

ffor  J>ey  had  chased  twyes  yat  man  featedi 

pat  al  )>e  werld  J>orow  bataille  wan; 

&  tit  J?ey  stode  stifly,  ilkon. 

Whan  yey  wiste  socur  of^  non,  5100 

^it  suffrede  J?ei  nought  for  to  be  nome 

Of  hym  J^at  J?ey  had  er  ouf rcome ; 

But  Dame  flTorfcune  had  turned  her  whel  But  Fortune 

Donward  til  wo,  ]Ktt  erVaa  wel ;  5104  ^ifj,™'**^"" 

ffor  ]k)  "pat  abouen  were*  wond*  to  be, 

Donward  |?eym  now  ttt?TieJ>  sche. 


Qaalit^r  Braton^^  lam  deuicti  su^^t  p^r  famem. 

pyse  Bretons  Jxit  were  in-clos  The  besieged 

&  byseged  wiy  her  fos,  5108  ^^C^? 

Had  J?ey  neyper  drjmke  ne  mete,  nor  drink. 
Ne  non  myght  hem  pi^i^chace  ne  gete. 

pey  dredde  no  saut®  of  bataille:  They  fear  no 

____  fight    But 


^  )W>rA  Jkim  aUp<i$$e, 
^  stedes, 

*  watte, 

*  vya.     [leaf  31.] 


^  suld  80  gate, 
7  ofeocour. 
^  rp  were  wont. 
^  sauht. 


M   2 
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180       HUNGER  FORCES  CASSIBOLAN  TO  GIVE  WAT. 


what  can  stand 
against 
Hunger  ? 


Hunger  wins 
castles,  weapon- 
iesB, 


better  than  any 
assault. 


Bot  what  may  'pat  help  or  a-vaille,  6112 

When  of  mete  ys  defaut  ? 

Honger  Wynnes  bit  atte  firste  saut. 

per  ys  no  castel  so  strong  idight/ 

pat  honger  ne  wynne)>  wy]K)uten  fight;        5116 

WyjK)uten  wepen  or  armour, 

Honger  ^eldej>  castel  &  tour. 

God  castel  dredes  no  power, 

Emperoii^',  kyng,  ne  kayser,  5120 

Ne  o)?cr  help  me  haue  ^  at  nede ; 

Bot  of  honger  ys  al  ]>e  drede. 

per  force  ha)>  mad  manye  assayes,^ 

Honger  hit  wy^nes  byn  fewe*  dayes.  5124 

pre  dayes  J^ey  were  in  Jwft  turment, 

pat  honger  had  ]>eym  ner  al  schent. 


If  Bex  misit  Androchio  pro  Misericordia  ft  Auzilio. 


Cassibolan 


sees  that  he 


mn£t  either 
yield  or  die. 

He  waits  two 
days, 

and  on  the 
third  sends  to 
Androcheus, 


piissibolan  had  sorewe  in  wold, 
^  How  he  mighte  ascape  Jwtt  hold 


5128 


On  alle  halue  he  saw  Romayns 

Redy  for  to  do  )>eym  payns; 

He  hadde  no  force  wy}?  hem  to  fyght, 

&  honger  hadde  ouer^  reft  J^er  myght;         5132 

Mykel  he  dredde  lulius  Cesar,  [ieaf22.bk.,ooi.2.] 

&  more  )>e  honger  Jwt  )?ey  had  )?ar. 

Ho  moste  chese  on  of  tweye :  ^ 

^elde  hym  to  Cesar,  or  for  honger  deye.       5136 

Two  dayes  &  two  nyghtes  til  ende 

Wold  he  noman  biseke  ne  sende ; 

jT  P®  )>rydde,  he  Joughte  how  best  myght  be, 

&  sende  his  sonde  til  Androche: —  5140 


^  // 1*  .  .  .  staltporth  dight. 

'  men  haf, 

'  has  mad  o/assais. 

*info. 


*  were   [leafSl.col.  2.]  (ses  homes 
mate,  Wace,  i.  224, 1.  4789). 
^ofpetuo  pan  had  he  weie. 
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CASSIBOLAN  PRAYS  ANDEOCHEUS  TO  SAVE  fllM.  181 


Bays  he  is  sorry 
for  his  hasti- 
ness, prays 
forgiveness - 


I  ne  wofc  ho  dide  J>e  message, 

Whe}7er  knyght,  squier,  or  page : — 

"  Androcheus,  y  sende  )7e'  to  seye, 

"  Suffre  me  nought^  schamely  to  deye.        5144! 

"  paw  y  mjTstok  me*  greuously, 

"  I  prey  ]7e  of  me  haue  |?ou  *  mercy. 

"  paw  i  dide  an  hastynesse,** 

*•'  Y  schal  hit  ameTide,  as^  his  wylle  esse.    5148 

"  A  man  schold  nought  his  owen  kynde 

"  Dampne  for  o  defaute,  we  fynde ; 

"  ffor  hit  ha)?  ofte  be  wyst  &  sen, 

"  pat  wraj>e  bytwyxte  kynde  ha)>  ben ;        5152 

"  Bot  whan  )>er  [wraj^e]  ^  was  brought  til  ende, 

"  Syn  lian  J?ey  ben  ful  fey)rful  frende.® 

"  I  preie  )>e  now,  ^if  ]>y^  wille  be, 

"  pat  )?ou^^  be  now  cuHeys  to  me;  5156 

"  Y  biseke  )7e,'^  JTenk  on  no  mysdede,  asksAndro- 

«  Bot  schew  me  )»y"  kyndenesse  in  )>ys  nede,     SJmkktoe^T 

"  &  saue  me  now  byfor^  Cesar,  and  save  Wm 

"  &  euere  more  eft  wol  y  be  war.  5160  ^°^C«^- 

*'  To  J?e  may  neuere  falle  honiti* 

"  ^yf  me  bytide  a  misauentit7\" 


If  Besponcio  e  contrario. 

Androcheus  herde  "pe  kynges  pleint, 
»       pat  ner  was  recreaunt  &  teynt; 
&  answered  hym  al  at  reburs :  ^* 
"  Ha)>  now  J?e  kyng  nede  of  my  socura  ? 
**  What,  ha)>  my  lord  herd  ought  or  seen  ? 


5164 


Androcheus  at 
first  rebuffs 


Cassibolan  ; 
says, 

"  What  has  he 
seen  to  change 
.  his  mood  ? 


^  Aim. 

^  he  suffire  me  not 

'  ./.  haf  not  serued  it, 

*  bot ./.  /iray  him  of, 

^  pof.I,  did  him  a  hastifcase, 

^  if,  7  wra)f. 


^  has  bene/uU  hende, 
^  nay  him  if  his, 

**  bid  him, 
*^  schew  now. 
*'  robourst 
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182     ANDROCHEUS  AT  FIRST  REBUFFS  CASSIBOIiAN, 


Only  7  days  ago 
he  was  going  to 
plunder  and 
kill  me! 


We  shall  hoth 
repent  it,  but 
he'll  get  the 
worst  of  it 

No  king  should 
sham  lion  in 
peace, 

and  prove  hare 
inirir. 


Oaasibolan 
bragged  that  he 
beat  Csesar 
alone  ! 
No  such  thing ! 

I  and  my 
knights, 

and  others 
better  than  he 
or  I, 

von  the  battles 
for  him; 

and  yet  he  said 
it  was  his  own 
conquest  I 


Seue  nyght  ^it  ne  ba}?  hit  ben,  5168 

pat  he  wolde  me  exile,  &  reue 

Al  my  loud,  &  no  )>yng  leue, 

&  ^rto  )7rette  me  to  slo, 

Wharg  he  haue  now  laten  J?at  mod  ou6i*  go. 

My  lord  )?at  bar  hym  bo  oner^  stout,       5173 

ffor  no  prdere  to  loue  wolde  lout, 

I  wiste  hit  wolde  nought^  falld  hym  wel, 

pat  wasjio  fers,  &^  ouer  cruel.  5176 

WyJ>outen  skil  were  we  wro);e, 

&  fat  schal  now  repeute  vs  bo)?e; 

Bot  alder  meste  ska}>e  wil  fall^ 

On  hym  seluen*  for  vs  alle;  5180 

Hit  falle)>  no  kyng  to*^  felon  res, 

As  lyon  in  J>e  tyme  of  pees, 

Ne  in  tyme  of  werra  for  to  dare, 

Ne®  to  fle  for  drede,  as  do)?  )?e  hare.         5184 

pat  he  fled,  sire,  nought  so,^ 

Bot  his  cruelte  wil  hym  fordo; 

He  auaunted  hym  til  vs®  iikone, 

He  venquised  )?e  enperour  alone ;  5188 

Bot  he  alone  neuare  hym  ne  wan, 

Namore  J>an  dide  an  oper  man ; 

Bot  )K)row  me  &  )K)row  my  knyghtes 

pat  wounded  were  in  many  fightes,  5192 

And  oj^er  jwt  were  al  so  doughty,  Deaf  28.] 

&  wel  bettere  |>an  he  oJ>er  y^ 

porow  peir  dede  &  oure  trauaiUe 

Wan  Cassibolan  J>e  bataille.  6196 

ffor  swylk  he  made  his  noble  fest, 

&  seid  hit  was  his  owen  conquest. 

His  barons  ]?at  were  his  peres, 

Of  his  conqueste  were  parceners ;  6200 


^  are  so.    [leaf  81,  back.l 

3  it  8uM  not, 

3  Wt  he  bare  him. 


*  it /ah  no  kyng  do. 
^  ne  omitted. 
'fled  .1.  &ay  not  so. 
^  auanced  him  tiU  his. 
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BUT  AFTfiHWARDS  ENTREATS  CiESAR  FOR  HIM.    183 


ffor  he  )?at  stande  wel  in  8 tour, 
He  aughte  haue  part  ^  of  )>e  honur, 
pe  kyng  may  wel  hym  seluen  wyte, 
By  liym  alone  schal  hit  nought  byte;^ 
po  ]Kit  halpe  hym  hit  for  to  Wynne, 
Wel  oughte  )?ey  be  parceners^  J?er-ynne. 


Let  him  blame 
5204j»iin»8elffor 
what  has 
happened. 


jf  Do  gratitudine  Androchii. 

Bot  wel  am  y  now  venged  on  hym ; 
pat  now  ys  meke,  J?at  er  was  grym. 
Now,  sij^en  Jwt  he  biseke);*  me 
On  hym  to  haue  me?'cy  &  pite; 
&  y  schal  certes,  ^if  y  may  spede, 
Help  hym  now  in  his  gret  nede. 
I  may  nought  elles  for  no  )>yng; 
He  ys  myn  eem,  my  lord,  my  kyng/; 
I  ne  may  nought  faille  hym,  ne  y  ne 
Syn  he  hym  meke)?,  y  woP  do  skil: 
I  am  venged  on  hym  y-now; 
Now  wol  y  fonde  to  don  his  prow." 


Still,  now  I'm 
5208  **®'^^°6®^  ®^ 


The  grim  man 
is  meek, 
prays  me  to 
have  pity  on 

5212  ^^^  I  ^iU^ 


He*s  my  uncle 
wi] !       ^^  ^'°8- 

5216  Now  he*B  meek. 


ril  help  him." 


jf  Bixit  Androche^^  Cesary  pro  pace  Cassibolani. 


A  ndrocheufl,  wys  knyght  &  war, 
-^  Anon*  he  ^ede  vntil  Cesar, 
And  on  knes  byfore  hym  ^  sette. 
lulyus  Cesar  ful  faire  he  grette: 
"  Sire  Ittlitw,  Jtou  art  a  myghti  man, 
"  Conquered  yon  hast  Cassibolan  1 
*'  Vnto  yy  mercy  wol  he  now  come, 
"  &  ^elde  his  truage  vntil  Some ; 


So  Aiidrochens 


tells  him  that 
5224  ^^^^^^^ 


offers  to  pay 
tribute  to 
Rome) 


'  awe  hafpbXtie, 

*  wite. 
^pnttinere. 

*  Btkes, 


»  He  mehcs  him  ./.  wiit.  [If*  81,bk.. 
A  col.  2.] 

"  on  one,  ■" 

7  MS.  injured.    V.t  him  $ettet 
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184        ANDROCHEUS  REMONSTRATES  WITH  C^SAR. 


and  as  that  was 
all  Csesar 
asked, 

he  should  have 
mercy,  and 
accept  it. 

Csesar  won*t 
hear  Andro- 
cheus, 

or  answer  him. 


But  Andro- 
cheus  makes 
him  ;  says 
**  I  only  pro- 
mised you  the 
seignory  of  this 
land. 

That  you  have; 
hut  more  you 
sha'n't  have. 


God  forbid  that 
you  should 
Lleaf23,coL2.] 

prison  or  slay 
my  Uncle, 

while  I  have 
strength  to 
fight  for  him  ! 


If  you  won*t 
hear  me, 
good  bye!" 


*'  Tak  of  hyin  now  \Kit  truage, 

"  Of  )?e  to  holde  his  heritage;  5228 

**  Wi)>  loue  let  hym  now  come  to  J>e. 

"  pou  askes  nought  elles  of  al  his  fe, 

"  Bot  onlike  of  ^e  to  holde ; 
,  "  He  hit  graxmiey,  &  y  liit  wolde.  5232 

*'  lulius,  haue  of  hym  mercy  ! 

"  py  wille  to  do  we  ar  redy." 

Bot  lulius  Cesar  wold  hym  nought  here ; 

fFul  deflike  herde  he^  his  preyere,  5236 

&  passed  for)>  as  he  nought  herde; 
.  Til  Androche  nought  he  answerde. 

Androchettfi  had  ]fer-o{  disdeyn, 

pat  Cesar  tok  his  preyer  in  veyn;  5240 

.  He  stirt  vp  wi)>  yuel  wylle, 

&  bad  Cesar  stonde  a  whyle  ^  stille : 

"  pis  londe  ys  golden  to  ^y  baillye; 

"  porow  me  hastow  fe  seignttrie;  5244 

"  pat  y  ]>e  hight,  y  holde  couenaunt, 

"  &  more  getes  )?ou  nought  of  graunt. 
.  "  pe  seignurye  of  al  J^enpyre, 
,  "  pat  may  Jwu  haue,  as  lorde  &  sire;  5248 

"  pat  J>ow  hast ;  what  wiltow  more  ? 

"  Nolde  God*  J>at  oJ?er  weys  wore^ 

*'  pat  J>ou  myn  eem  schost  p7*isone  or  slo ! 

"  Nay,  Cesar,  so  schal  hit  nought  go,  5252 

"  pat  he  schol*  be  so  lyghtly  slayn, 

"  While  yat  y  haue^  )>at  myght  &  mayn 
.  "  pat  hym  for  dep  ^  y  may  rescuwe ! 

"  He  is  myn  eem,  &  y  his  neuewe  ;  5256 

*'  He  noriced  me,  he  ys  me  dere ! 

"  ^if  jfOM  ne  wilt  my  biddy ng  ^  here, 

"  Y  parte  fro  J?e,  &  haue  god  day  : 


'  dejlt/  he  herde, 

-  ahu/e  Cesar  Sf  stand  right, 

*  god  witt  not, 

*  He  saU  not. 


^  tiit.I.  haf.     [leaf 32.] 

^fro  dede. 

7 1/l>ou  ne  wiit  my  pnUere* 
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C^SAR  ACCEPTS  TBIBUTE  FROM  CASSIBOLAN.      185 


"  Do  now  til  *  hym  al  J?at  )>ou  may ! ' 

pe7i.  cam  Cesar  forJ>,  &  stod, 

pouglite  he  was  of  kyude  blod, 

&  J?at  he  seide,  hit  was  sky), 

&  he  dide  his  wit  )76r-til. 

Whan  he  hadde  al  cast  &  )>ought, 

He  graunted  al  )?at  he  had  sought  f 

Hostages  asked  )>e  partys, 

&  pey  wer  g?*aunted  at  here  auis, 

And  truage  ]>ey  graunted  so, 

As  pe  lond  was  taxed  to: 

pre  )>ousand  pound  ylka  ^er, 

,  At  termes  so  *  to  paye  plener ; 

.  Of  alia  pe  lond  gadered  &  tan. 
pen  brought  )>ey  for)?  Cassibolan, 
&  diden  Cesar  &  hym  kysse: 

,  ffor  )>at  acord  was  mykel  blisse. 
Bylbre  J^Ls  tyme,  neuere  y  ne  fond 
pat  any  man  coTiquered  J^is  lond. 
jf  penue  returned  Cesar  wi)>  hye 
To  Bomeward  after  his  victorie. 

.  Bot  ^e  schul  here  a  wonder  J^yng* 


5260 

Cssar  COD- 
6idei8 

that  this  is  bat 
5264  '^^**^°' 


and  he  agrees 
to  it 

5268  Hostages  are 
giyen, 

the  tribute 
fixed  at  ASfiOO 
a  year, 


5272 


and  Cassibohm 
and  Cesar  kiss 
_     one  another. 

5276 

But  never  be- 
fore was  Bri- 
tain conquered. 
CsBsar  returns 
5280  to  Rome,  and 


^  do  fan  to, 
3  bisouht. 

*  This  *  wonder  \>yng  '  in  Homan 
history — an  expansion  at  will  of  two 
lines  in  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  lib. 
iv.  §  10,  p.  67,  ed.  Giles — is  neither 
in  Wace  (i.  230,  ed.  Dc  Xiincy)  nor 
our  Petyt  M^.,  though  this  last 
(almost  like  Wace)  substitutes  for 
it  ahd  lines  3279-80  above,  the 
following  lines, — 

liU  Cesar  com  ff  mad  conqiiesie 
.  as  ye  fia/herd  in  pis  geste, 
.  eM«fi  sexty  yere  >i«  was  beforn 
,  )f9d  Ihesu  Criste  was  bom  : 
.  here  wi(h  aU  acordes  saynt  bedc; 
.  pe  gestes  of  Tngland first  ye  rede. 


jp^h&n  ait  i>\s  was  brouht  ti& 

ende, 
(ffele  went  to  se  \>erfrende, 
*  )>us  sag  pet  >a/  know  pe  estre, 
Ht  luUuB  funded  first  Excestre, 
Excestre  it  hate,  pis  skiU  is  whi, 
pe  water  hate  ex  pat  rennes  perbi. 
tiit  wgnter  were  gon,  Cesar  gan 

bide, 
jr  went  home  in  pe  somers  tide, 
for  grete  lufff  specialte 
he  toke  with  him  sir  Androche^ 


*  Tho  next  four  lines  are  not  in  De 
Lincy'8  MS.  du  Eoi  27,  but  aro  in  the 
Arsenal  M8.  171,  B.-L.;  and  the  Stc. 
Gencv.  MS.  Y.,  leaf  10.    Wace,  t  JBO. 
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186  THE  CONSPIHACY  AGAINST  C^SAH,  AND  HIS  DEATH 


finds  that  his 
officers  Crassus 
and  Pompey 
have  raised  the 
people  against 
him. 


He  destroys 
liome, 

slays  Crassus, 


besieges  Pom- 
pey in  castle 
Braundys, 


and  then  par'> 
sues  him  to 

Egypt, 

where  king 
Tholome 

cuts  off  his 
head,  and  sends 
it  to  Caesar. 
Cffisar  returns 
to  Rome, 


but  is  soon 

killed  by 

Greffes. 

Of  Cajsar^s  2 

nephews, 

Octovian  is 

crowned, 

and  takes  the 
West, 


.  pat  fel  in  Rome  after  his  wendyng^ : 

.  He  had  )>er  mad  chef  of  pe  cite 

•Sire  CrassuB  &  sire  Pompee;  5284 

.  When  J>ey  had  bo  al  ];e  maistry  per, 

.&  he  nought  ret/u/med  pe  fyfte  ^er, 

.pey  racoillede  pe  Romayns  til  her  wjUe, 

.Ageyn  Cesar,    pat  fel  hem  ylle;  5288 

.  flfbr  lulius  destruyde  Rome  );an, 

.  &  slow  J?er  lord  &  gentUman ; 

.  &  Crassus  he  slow  in  a  tour  hey, 

•  Bot  Pompew5  skaped,  &  faste  fley.  5292 

.ffor)>  in  to  PoyUe  he  chased  hym  wel; 

.per  he  byseged  hym  in  a  castel, — 

.  Braundys  hit  highte,  as  men  tolde  ;— 

.Bot  pat  myghte  he  nought  longe  holde,        5296 

.  Bot  in-to  Egipte  J^en  schiped  he, 

.  flfor  wel  wend  he  jTer  siker  haue  be. 

.Bot  Cesar  hym  suwed  yn-to  Jwt  centre, 

,&  spak  to  pe  kyng,  sire  Tholome.  5300 

.  Wi)>  him  was  sire  Pompe  y-take ; 

.  Bot  for  drede  of  luliiw  sake 

.He  nolde  meyntene  hym  namor^, 

.  Bot  his  hed  dide  smyte  of  )>ore,  6304 

«&  sentyt  lulius  til  present; 

.&  J?er-wy)7  he  to  Rom  ward  went 

.  In  al  his  moste  nobleye.     in  Rome 

.Right  yuele  pey  schope  for  hym  ful  sone:     6308 

.  His  barons  wi^  treson  dide  hym  deye, 

.  Bot  Greffes  hym  mordred  for  enuye. 

.Twey  neuews  he  hadde,  bot  sone  non,  [if.23bk^cLi.3 

.pe  eldest  was  cald  Octouyonj  5312 

.pe  Romayns  corouned  hym  saunz  faille; 

.pe72.  sesed  he  Braundys  &  Itaill, 

.  Of  Poylle  &  Grece  he  tok  J^auow, 


jr  ltd  wUh.  \>am  men  of  oatages, 
.  of  >i5  lond  ^e  best  lynages.  Deaf  32] 


[for  the  continoation,  see  note  ',  to 
line  5334,  on  the  next  pageji 
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OCTAVIAN   IS  NAMED  *C^SAR  AUGUSTUS/  187 


,  &  of  eAle  ye  reomes  by-^onde  Moungow. 

,  And  al  J?e  Oryent,  )wt  oJ>er  sesed, 

.  &  tok  tys  part  )wt  )?e  oj^er  leued ; 

.  Of  )>ritty  reomes  euery  kyngc 

.  Were  enclinaunt  til  his  coronyng. 

,  Such  wraj?e  bytwixte  j^e  neuews  ros  sone, 

,  pat  wij>  bataiUes  to  feld  }>ey  come. 

.  Octouion  J?at  oper  slow  anoD| 

.  &  his  men  desconfyted  echon. 

.  pen  haddo  Rome  sucha  renoim 

.pat  al  )>yng  was  in  here  baundon; 

.  pen  gaf  J>ey  ti]  ]>e  enperrour 

.A  newe  name  for  gret  honour, 

.  *  Augustus  Cesar '  J>e  calde  hym  pere, 

. ffor  J?ei  ouer  alle  o]^i^  were; 

.  &  after  ))at  he  ]fat  name  had, 

.  pe  Romajms  were  )?e  more  y-drad, 

.ffor  jTemperour  had  j^en  vnder  hand 

,  Al  )>e  werld,  boj^e  se  &  land.^ 


5316 


-while  the 
younger 
nephew  takes 
the  East, 


5320 


but  Octovian 
soon  kills  him. 


5324j 

Then  has  Rome 
such  renown 

that  they  call 
rooQ  ^^i'  Emperor 
OriZQ  *  Augustus  Caj- 

sar/ 

because, 


5332 


he  rules  the 
whole  world. 


1  For  the  next  20  lines  (5335- 
5354)  the  Petyt  MS.  [leaf  82,  col.  2.] 
follows  Wace,  and  has  this  passage  : 

^Seuen  yerc  lyued  CdssibalaH 

npen  Cesar  )ri«  land  wan. 

to  yelde  pe  ireuage  he  was  futt 

mt/ide, 
ne  he  had  noper  wife  no  childe. 
In  yorke,  far  soih,  he  did  his  end- 

ff  biried  [was]  >er  as  a  kyng, 

Clomes  Oonmbto  tactuM  msl  r«x. 

^enuacivA  was  erk  ofComwailey 
had  pe  regne  aU  in  his  waiU : 
he  was  Androche\x&  iro>er  j 
.  Androche  was  went,  Per  was  non 
opevi 


,  hot  he  regnedfuU  lilcft  space ; 
he  died  sone,  hing  Tenuace. 

MUaheUnus  «ep<t  reynare. 

AfleT  sir  Tenuace  fyne, 
pei  crouned  his  sone  Kymbclyn. 
,he  was  norisscd  at  \>e  courte  of 

Home, 
he  was  gode  knyght,  wiseman  in 

dome. 
At  Home,  tiUKymbelyn  was  pare^ 
he  mad  him  Any^A[f],  Augustus 

Cesar, 
fen  yere  he  reyned  kyng, 
jf  in  )>a^  yere  he  mad  endyng.'] 

Thesus  Christus  nmtus  98t. 

IhesuB  Criste  pat  yere  was  born, 
*  so  had  a  prophcte  tald  beforn* 
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188    TALIESSIN  TELLS  THE  BRITONS  THAT  CHRIST  IS  BORN. 


Cassibolan 


reigns  15  years, 
and  dies  child- 
less. 

Tenmace  is 
made  king ; 


B 


and  after  him, 
his  sou  Eym- 

whom  the  Ro- 
mans release 
from  paying 
tribute. 


ot  Cassibolan  was  ful  ioyous 
pat  )>i8  werrej  was  ended  )>us. 
ffyflene  [^er]  after  he  regned  in  pes, 
Bot  no  child  ne  lefte  at  his  deses; 
perfore  )>e  corounede  sire  Tenmace ; 
To  gouerne  )?e  reome  he  hadde  grace. 
Cassibolan  was  ded,  as  was  pite, 
&  buryed  at  ^ork,  J>e  gode  cite. 
Wi)>  lulyus  went  for)>  sire  Androche, 
&  his  hroper  reioisede  \fe  regalte. 
After  cam  Kymbely,  Tenmace  sone, 
pat  had  ful  gret  grace  of  Rome ; 
Of  alle  his  t^ntage  J>ey  relesed  hym  ]>er, 
While  he  scholde  regne  &  lyuen  her, 
So  pat  he  neue^'e  ne  payed  non' 
To  Rome  ne  to  Octouyon. 
He  meyntend  eue^'e  his  lond  in  pes, 
&  leftyt  his  sones  after  his  deces. 


5336 


oUO 


5344 


5348 


5352 


In  his  time 
liyes  Taliessin, 

who  tells  the 
Britons 


of  the  birth  of 
Christ 

firom  a  maid. 


De  nsAiuitaie  Christi. 

In  his  tyme  was  here*  a  deuin, 

His  name  was  called  Telesyn; 
,  He  telde  J^e  Bretons  many  selcou)>, 
.  (Al  fond  ^y  trewe  he  seide  wy)?  mou)>;) 
.  He  bad  )iem  "  lyue  *  wyJ>oute9i  errour, 

"  ffor  now  ys  born  our  saueour ! 

"  Now  ys  vs  toward  ioye  &  blys, 
. "  pat  of  a  mayde  J>is  ^  child  bom  ys ! 


5356 


5360 


*  Wace  and  Geoffirey  say  that 
Eimbalius  did  pay  it 

2  \>is  lond  hin  was,  (ITiis  Ta- 
liessin invention  is  not  GeofErey 
of  Monmouth's.  It  is  not  in  De 
Lincy*s  MS.  du  Roi  27,  but  is  in  the 


MSS.  du  Roi,  73,  Cange ;  de  1' Ars. 

171,  B.-L. ;  de  Ste.  Gencv.  Y.,  fol. 

10.'      Wace,  i.  232). 

3  Uue. 

*  O/a  maiden  a. 
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"  Al  mankynde  schal  he  saue ! 
"  Ihesus,  ]?at  name  schal  he  haue." 
pis  word  'pat  }?ilk  prophete  seyde, 
pe  Bretons  in  herte  ful  wel  hit  leyde;  5364? 

Many  a  day  J?at  word  jTey  held; 
J?ey  fondyt  soJ>  aJ  jwt  he  teld. 
per  was  no  folk  in  al  J>e  werd 
pat  trowed  so  sone,  when  )?ey  ought  herd    6368 
Prechen  ought  of  lesu  lawe, 
Ne  to  )>e  fey)?  so  sone  gon^  drawe. 
pen  was  per  a  )>owsand  ^er  gon      [ieaf23,back,coi.2.] 
pat  Brutes  aryued  in  Albyon,  5372 

&  perio  two  hundred  ^er^  mo 
Er  Kymbelyn  to  dep  gan  go. 
As  longe  as  he  regned  her, 
Wy)>  pe  Romayns  was  he  dere;  5376 

pey  asked  hym  neu^re  no'  truage, 
.  Neyjwr  in  his  yougpe  ne  in  age.^ 

jf  Christua  natos  est  in  tempore  Eymbelyny. 


The  Britons 
recollect  their 
prophet's 
words, 


and  tarn  better 
to  Jesus's  law 
than  any  other 
folk. 


This  is  1200 
years  after 
Brutus  landed 
in  Albion. 


Qf  Kymbelyn  to«  childre  left, 

pat  pe  Romayns  per  tntage  reft. 
Wyder,  hight  pe  eldeste  broJ?er; 
Arwygar,  men  calde  J?at  oJ?er. 
Sire  Wyder  hadde  pe  hmtage. 
A  mo/n,  he  was  of  gret  eorage,® 
Proud  he  was,  &  ouer  stout ; 
pe  Romayns  nolde  he  loue'  ne  lout, 
.  Bot  whare  so  eu^re  he  hem  fond, 


Kymbelyn 
5380  ^^^^^  2  sons. 

The  eldest, 
Wyder, 

roles  Britain. 
5384  A  bold  man  he 


and  tnrafl  out 
the  Romans. 


>  wild, 

^{ftuo  hundreih  sais  it,  [If.  82,  bk.] 

3)>er. 

*  neuer]>eles  at  terme  jr  stage. 


He  yalde  it  curtady  J-  hende, 
in  pea  HH  ht$  fyues  ende. 
^tuo, 

*  a  douhty  knyght  m  vassalage, 
7  romeyns  ne  wild  he  btf. 
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190       THE  EMPfiBOB  CLAUDIUS  INVADES  BRITAIN. 


The  Emperor 
Claudias 

swears  by  his 
head  that  heMl 
have  his  tribute. 


lie  invades 
Britain, 
and  lands  at 
Porchester, 

which  he  tries 
to  take, 


and  builds  a 
wall  to 

starve  them  out: 
But  the  Britons 


drive  the  Ro- 
mans back  to 
their  ships. 

Many  battles 
take  place. 


A  noble  Ro- 
man, 
Ilamon, 


halts,  and  sees 
Wyder*8  valour, 


.  He  dide  hem  sone  ^  voyde  ^e  lond.  5388 

Claudeus  was  ]7an  emperour, 
.  Of  Eome  maister  goxxemour  i 

Scorn  hym  Jiought,  &  swor  his  heued  * 

per  tntage  sehold^  nought  bo  be  leued;       6392 

He  scholde^  haue  hit  a-geyn  ful  wel, 

Deserite  Wyder  of  ylka  del. 

Of  Bomayng  he  gadered  an  host, 

&  hyed  fast  til  Bretaigne*  cost.  5396 

Hauene  he  tok  at  Poroestre — 

*  Kaer  Perys '  ^  hight  |ian  )>at  estre, — 

He  wende  haue  taken  ]>e  toun  in  hast, 

Bot  he  failled  of  his  [t]afit.«  5400 

pan  tened  Claudius  [w]ijial,^ 

Byfore  ]>e  ^ate  dide  make  a  wal, 

pat  no  vitailld  schuld  come  til  toun: 

To  enfamyn  hem®  was  jiencheson.  5404 

Bot  Wyder  &  Arwygarus 

Wy)>  twenty  ®  )iousand  mad  hem  r^scus. 

Sir6  Claudius  &  his  partie 

ffledde  faste  to  ]fer  nauye ;  5408 

pe  beste  Komayns  in  batailles  seer 

Stoden  somme  ageyn  Wyder, 

&  foughte  wy)>  hym  longe  stounde ; 

Of  bo)>e  side  ley  ded  on  grounde.  541 2 

Jf  A  Romayn  ^er  was,  a  noble  baroun, 

His  name  ^ey  oalde  sir6  Hamoun, 

He  was  jfem^&i'ores  conseillour, 

A  noble  knyght  he  was  in  stour;  5416 

He  houed,  &  byheld  sire  Wyders, 
.  How  he  bar  hym  stout  &  fers, 


2  son  cief  Jura,  Wace,  I.  5018. 

'suld, 

^  suyth  vnto  )>i«. 

*  karepert. 


^  last  (attempt). 
7  Lamb.  MS.  perished. 
with  ait, 
^  famen  Jnnn. 
Uen. 


P.   has 
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Romayns  to  fellfl,  Romayns  to  do, — 

.  VnneJ?e  asoaped  hym  any^  fro,  — - 
How  wysly  his  folk  he  ledde, 
&  how  in  batailles^  he  J?em  spredde, 

.  WyJ^outen  los  slow  )?e  ^  Romayns, 

.  &  syn  relied  his  men^  agayns. 
He  saw  wel — weel  he  nionght*^  hit  leue,- 

.  pat  oper  tT^iage  wold  he  no  geue, 
®Ne  ^  Romayns  schuldit  neuere  wynne 
Whyle  Wyder  rengned  kyng  J?er-ynne ;  ^ 
He  jTOUghte  )?orow^  what  manure  'pyng 
He  myght  best  slo  Wyder  ^e  kyng/. 
pat  ylke  noble  Hamon  Romayn, 
Dispoilled  a  Breton  )>at  he  fond  ®  slayn ; 
WyJ?  'pe  armes  of  pat  Brutoun 
He  armed  hym  seluen  Hamoun, 
&  went  )>en  o  )>e  Bretons  sj^de: 
Als  pey  rod,  so  gan  he  ryde.® 
[pe]  ^^  ai'mes  deseyued  hem  ylkadel, 
&  of  per  langage  he  spak  ful  wel, — 
He  had  lered  at  our^^  hostagers 
pat  were  at  Rome  truagers. — 
He  calde  pe  Breton  by  per  name, 

.  &  J?ey  answered  agayn  pe  same,^* 
Til  he  cam  to  pe  kyng  Wyder,^^ 
Alwey  he  neyghed  hym  ner  &  ner; 
pys  Hamon  rod  ay  side  by  side,^^ 

.  To  sle  pe  kyng  his  tyme  tabide. 

.  pe  kyng  til  hym  gaf  no  tent ; 


5420 


and  Bkill. 


5424. 

—  Hamon  sees 

that 

the  Romans 
cannot  win 
5428  while  Wyder 

[leaf  24.]    *^^^»- 

lie  schemes  to 
kill  him ; 

5432  puts  on  a  dead 
Briton's 
armour, 

rides  with  the 
5436  ^"*^"^ 


talks  to  them 
in  their  own 
tongue, 
5440 


works  him- 
f,  A  4  4  self  close  to 
5444  king  Wyder, 


^  mot  any  ascape  /«*m.[l«if  82,  biwk, 

2  to  hataile. 

'  tinseU  [loss]  Mlouh, 

*  eft  alied  >am  wele. 

^  Hit  he  mot  iyue. 

«-«  Lines  5449-50  omitted  in  P. 

7  He  pouh, 

^  spoiled  a  Breton  M  was. 


^  P.  adds  here, — 

Sf  l>er  lanyage  to  ^am  he  spak, 
toward  ^e  kyng  jJc  hataile  hrak. 

10  MS.  perished.    P.,  \>e, 

•J^  He  lerid  it  at  J>er, 

'-  P.  transposes  these  lines. 

'3  ^'  pidere  he  sawe  pe  kyng  ride, 
\>us  Hamon  rode  ay  side  hi  side. 
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ARVIRAGUS  CONCEALS  WTDER'S  DEATH. 


stabs  him,  and 
then  steals 
away. 


pat  saw  Hamoun,  a  knyf  out  hent, 
Vnder  )>armKre  J^e  kyng  he  styked, 
Priuely  fro  J^em  alle  he  pryked. 


5448 


Arviragus 


puts  on  his 
dead  brother's 
cognizance, 
and  bids  his 
friends  take  no 
notice  of 
Wider's  death, 


but  fight  harder 
than  ever. 

Arviragns  joins 
in  the  battle, 


his  knights 
break  the  Ro- 
man line, 


and  pnt  their 
ho0t  to  flight 


jf  De  sapiencia  ft  pradencia  Arwygary. 

jf  Arwygarus,  his  owen  bro]?c7', 

Parseyued  )?at  er  any  o)>er,  5452 

&  J?ougIite  hit  were  gret  folye 

pere  to  grede  or  for  to  erie. 

He  tok  )?e  kynges  conisauDce, 

ffor  non  scholde  perseyue^  )?at  chaunce,         5456 

An  bad  his  pj'iues  ^  euer-ylkon, 

"  Nought  so  hardy  make  no  mon ;' 

**  ffor  wyst  our  folk  we  were  Jn/^  t^'ayscht, 

"  Hit  scholde  make  fern  alle  abayscht;*      5460 

"  Wyste  ]>e  Komayns  )>ys  chaunce  wor^, 
,  '*  Hit  scholde  enforce  hem  wel  J?e  ^  more. 
.  "  ^yf  we  were  bold,  now  be  we  baldere,* 
.  "  &  y  schal  vndertake '  )>ys  were."  5464 

He  was  wel  aimed,  &  on  his  stede 
.  Toward  J>e  ®  bataille  he  gan  hym  spede. 

Waster®  non  )>at  wolde  hym  feyne 

Whan  )?ey  sey  J^*  kynges  seigne.^®  5468 

,  So  wel  he  bar  hym,  &  so  auster, 

pey  wende  hit  were  kyng  Wyder, 
.  pan  myghte  men  se  knyghtes  stoute, 

pat  perced  J^orow  J;e  Komayns  Route  ;  i5472 

pe  Romayns  ne  moughte  to-gedere  holde,. 

So  were  )>e  bretons  egre  &  bolde ; 

Syre  Claudius  wy|i  his  partie 


*  MS.  perseyme, 
^primes,    D«'W-3 
3  to  mak  mone, 

*  traist  .  .  .  oboist, 

» 9uld  aforce  Jxim  wele. 


•  ye  were  bolde  ben  now  boldere. 
7  saU  maynten  forpe, 

•  wat)>eT, 

>•  $awe  ^  kynge  seyne. 
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To  J?e  water  fledde  wyji  his  meynye;^ 
pat  myghte  nought  to  fe  water  fle, 
Vntil  a  wode  |ien  fledde  he.* 
HamouD,  }^t  ye  ho&t  al  ledde, 
To  "per  schypes  faste  he  fledde ; 
He  spirde  after  )>er  enperour, 
Whider-ward  he  made  his  retour; 
Men  ynowe  til  hym  gon  seye, 
pat  to  J?e  wat^r  he  tok  hys  weye. 
pe  kynges  broj^cr  Arwygare, 
,  Whider  ®  Hamon  fledde,  he  was  wel  war. 
Atte  water  Hamon  doon  lyght,  [leafM, 

Intil  a  bot  Hamon  had  ^  tyght ; 
Byforn  cam  Arwygar  atte  bot ; 
Sire  Hamones  hed  J^er  of  he  smot. 
ffor  Hamon  lefte  )>ere  his  heued, 
pe  name  of  hym  ]ter  ys  bileued ;  * 
&  for  J?encheson  of  j^ulke  •  Hamoun, 
ffbr  hym  J^  calde  )>e  toun  Hamptoun: 
ffbr  swylke  chaunces  )>at  han  bytid/ 
Ar  names  of  tonnes  cald  &  kyd. 


5476 


5480  Hamon  flees  to 
the  ships, 


5484 


,001.2.] 

5488 

but  Anriragus 
catches  him  at 
his  boat,  and 
cuts  his  head 
5492  ott 

From  this  the 
town  is  called 
Hampton. 

5496 


Whan  he  was  fled,  J^enpe^'our, 
&  Hamon  slayn  atte  retour, 

,  &  alle  wer  dryuen  to  )?at  cost, 
pe  kyng  to  Wynchestre  lad  his  host. 

.  When  Arwygar  ®  )>iderward  nam, 
Claudius  ef[t]^  to  londe  cam, 
&  com  a-gejm  to  Porchestre, 
&  brak  ]>e  walles,  &  brente  )>e  estre: 
Al  he  brente,  vp  &  doun, 
&  chaced  men^*^  out  of  )>e  toun. 


ooOO  Arviragas  leads 
his  men  to 
Wmchester, 


5504  where  Claudius, 
after  landing 
again,  and 
burning  Por- 
chester, 


'  to  |>er  iiatfie. 
'  wodfledden  he, 
'  how. 
^hvoL, 
*  is  lewd. 


''for  chances  JnU  hafhen  Hd, 

^  UU  Arwigarus.    Deaf  8S,  col  2.] 

^eft. 

*®  exilde  pe  men. 

N 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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besieges  him. 


Aryiragos 


comes  oat  into 
the  open, 

and  puts  his 
men  in  battle- 
array. 


Byforen  hit  was  a  god^  cite; 

Syn  cam  hit  neuere  to  ^at  bounte. 

When  he  had  destroyed  Jm«  Porchestre, 

Sy)?eii  ^  he  wente  to  Wynchestre ; 

p^r-inne  he  seged  Arwygar^, 

&  alle  ^at  euere  wy]f  hym  ware. 

Gode  engyns  dide  he  make, 

pe  walles  to  breke,  houses  to  schaka 

Arwygar  heldyt  a  vylte, 

So  seged  in  a  toun  to  be, 

•  &  seide  '  he  wolde  nought  jirynne  lye, 

•  ^  To  wham-euere  happede  ^  )?e  maistrie ; 
.  *  Ey)7er  wold*  he  "wynrie  or  lese  los, 

•  *  Er  he  scholde  more  be  halde  indos.'  ^ 
He  went  out  in-to  )?e  feld, 

&  alle  his  knyghtes  wy)?  spere^  &  scheld; 

He  batailled  hem  vnto  |ie  fight, 

WyJ?  archers  gode,  wel  adightj 

pe  mene  folk  alle  y  fere 

Were  wysly  set  in  god^  manere. 

Bytwyxte  )>e  portys  was  J?er  bot  lyte 

pot  J^y  ne  scholde  to-gedere  smyte. 


6508 


5612 


5516 


6620 


5524 


5528 


The  men  of 
Winchester 

fear  losing  their 
goods  and  men. 


f  Be  coiudlio  Sapientum  Ciuitati^. 

pe  wyseste  men  of  J^at  cite 
Conseilled  hem  how  best®  myght  be. 
Mykel  j^ey  dredde  J^er  god  to  tyne, 
&  slaughtre  of  ^e  folk,  |?e  •  pyne ; 
pey  saide,  "J?e  pes  were  better  to  haue, 
"  Our  toun  &  oure  godes  to  saue, 


6532 


^  noble. 

e  heim. 

^Pan. 

7  wele  sette  on.  gode. 

•  who  sofeU  to  toyn. 

^ifbeUer. 

^ou\>etwihL 

'*. 

*  suld  more  be  hoJden  dot. 
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5536 


They  ask  Clan- 
diiiB 


whether  he 


"  J^n  for  to  lyue  in  werre  &  stryf, 
,  "  &  lese  cure  godes,  &  tyne  our  lyf." 
l>ey  toke  a  man  of  honour, 
&  sent  hym  to  |?e  Emperoar, 
To  wite  at  hym  whej?er  jnit  he  ches 
To  haue  ye  werre  o)^r  )?e  pees, 
penperour  seide,  als  he  ]iought^ 
'*  Werre  to  haue  wybiy^  nought, 
"  Ne  y  ne  ^eme  nought  of  ^oure, 
**'  Bot  ]>at  Rome  haue  his  honoure; 
"  'Ne  y  ne  wihie  wy)?  no  man  fights 
"  So  Jwt  Bome  mot  haue  his  right.'*' 
pey  graunted  all^  at  his  auis^  ciMf24,bMk,ooLi.]  The  Britons 

And  sworen  fe  pees  in  bo|>e  partys.  5548  ^^  ^  ^^ 


5540  ??^P^^ 
or  war. 


He  answers 
**  Not  war, 

5544  hat  my  tri- 
hnte." 


f  Conoordati  uant  Inp^rator  ft  Bex. 

pe  Emp^rour  honured  mykel  }?e  kyng, 

&  profred  hym  a  ful  fiadr  )?yng6 : 

"  Sire  kyng,"  he  seide,  "a  doughter  y  haue, 

"  &  on  J^  y  vouchc  hurc  saue  5552 

"  ^yf  Jwm  wilt  myn  owen*  bycome, 

"  &  ^eld  yy^  truage  vntil  Bome." 

Arwygar  graunted  J^er-to, 

&  to  )?e  true^  ^eldyng  al-so.  5556 

In  Wynchestre  were  J?ey  hosteld^  boJ?e, 

&  frendes,  ^at  er  weren  wro|>e. 

pemperour  to  Bome  sent 

fTor  Qenwys,  ^at  maiden  gent.  5560 

In  dwellyng  of  )?is  messagers, 

pey  sampned  knygtes  &  squyers; 

WyJ?  gret  host  J^y  wente  ^er  weye, 


and  Claodios 
offers  his 
daughter  to 
Armragas. 


Both  are 
hosteld  in  Win- 
chester, 

and  while  Clan- 
dins's  daughter, 
Genwys,  is 
coming, 

he  and  Arvi- 
ragus  conquer 


^wUd.1.    Cl6af88,bM)k.] 
>->  P.  omits  these  lines. 


'  totreuage, 
*  were  osHUd, 


N  2 
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the  Orkneys, 
Sec. 


Bedesays 
ClaadiuB 
reigned  A.D. 
C4. 


Genwys  ar- 
rives. 


Arviragos  weda 
her 

in  a  vale  on  the 
Seyern, 


▼here  a  town 
is  hnilt  in 
honour  of  her. 

And  as  Clau- 
dioa  begets 
there  a  son 
called  Gloy, 

the  town  is 
called  Glou- 
cester. 


&  wonne  ye  ilde  of  ^  Orkeneye,  6564 

&  oJ>er  ildes  )7at  'per  ware, 
.  Wy^  help  of*  sire  Arwygare. 
.  pis  Claudyus  regned  y  }Hit  tyme — 
•  As  saint  Bede  seys  in  his  ryme —  5568 

.  Syn  Ihesu  was  bom  of  ourc  leuedy, 
.  per  fel  ^eres '  sixe  &  fourty. 

Jpis  messegcrs  )>at  went  to  Borne, 
Y  ye  Bomer  a-geyn*  )>ey  come, 

&  broughte  J>at  maiden  Genwys, 

Qentyl  of  body  &  fair  of  vis. 
.  pen  cam  hom  )?emperour ;  ^ 
.psiu  mad  )?ey  myrthe  in  hallc  &  hour.* 

To  wedde  ]>at  may  in  place  auenaunt, 

pe  couenaunt  to  holde,  siker  }fey''  graunt, 

Vpon  Seueme,  in  o  vale 

pat  riche  was  &  ful  ese,® 

BytwyxtetJ.  Ingelond  &  Wales, — 
.  To  telle  jow  J?e  so|>e  •  tales — 

pat  for  ye  worschip  of  Jwt  may, 

A  toun  yey  sette  per  pat  day. 
^^^pys  Emperour  gat  per  a  sone; 

Of  )xit  child  ye  name  we  mone ; 

Gloy  he  hight  y  '^  yat  estre ; 

jf  And  for  yat  Gloy,  hat  hit  Gloucestre.  5588 

Arwygar  wedded  yer  Genwys, 

In  Gloucestre,  wyj?  mykel  pris; 

per  was  he  corouned,  &  sche. 


5572 


6576 


5680 


5584 


1  wan  to  Borne  aU, 
^  him  was. 

•  J»€rye/e  yers, 

**  in  pe  Momores  tide, 

'  >al  tyme  com  pe  emperoxa  home, 

"  mirth  pei  mad  at  |>er  tocome. 

*  ff'  sihere. 

'asas^e     (ensemenc^,   fertilise), 
Wace,  1, 6191. 


^for  to  mene  o/po, 

^^  P.  inserto  here  [leaf  33,  hack, 
col.  2],- 

OUmceetre  firtt  hight  it  puM, 

fir  pe  emperova  sir  Clamdian. 

'*  hight  bom  in,  (Waoe  giyes  a 
prior  altemative :  heoauBe^Clandias 
built  Gloacester.) 
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.  Nobldy  ynp  solempnete;  5592 

&  when  ^  feste  was  brought  til  ende, 
Claudius  to  Borne  ageyn  gan  wende. 


Claadiiui  goes 
back  to  Borne. 


f  De  adnenta  Sancti  Petry  Apostoly. 

I  fjnde  writen,  ^ow  to  teche, 

pat  in  Nero  tyme  seint  Peter  gom,^  preche. 

ffro  Antyochc  Jwt  tyme  he  cam, 

porow  prechyng  brought  hit  to  Cristendam, 

And  was  comen  right  in  to*  Bome, 

And  preched  ^ere  of  Cristes  dome. 

jf  Whan  gon  was  sire  Claudyus,    Ci6afM,b»ck, 

In  Bretayne  regned  Arwygaru«; 

Of  hym  self  he  let  right  mykel, 

Bot  proud  he  was,  &  a  party '  fykel ; 

pe  trite*  to  Bome  gyue  he  nolde, 

ffor  he  dedeyned  *  of  hem  to  holde ; 

pe  Bomayns  Jwughte  an  outrage 

So  for  to  lese  )>cr  truage ; 

jT  J>ey  senten  hyder  •  Vaspasyan,  . 
.  Maister  of  Bome  was  he  )>an. 

At  Doucre  wolde  he  vp  a-ryue; 

pe  kyng  hit  herde,  &  ^yder  gan  dryue, — 
•  As  hit  ys  founden  in^  Ebru, 
.  Douere  J?en  highte  Beptupu,® — 

per  fended  he®  Vaspasian  J?e  lond. 

per  sailles  ageyn  on  mast  J?ey  wond, 

&  seyled  by  ^e  landes  syde 

Tyl  Toteneys,  J>er  gon  )>ey  ride. 


(In  Nero's  time 
6596  St  Peter,  after 
conyertiDg  An- 
tioch. 


5600  er" 

col  2.] 

Arvira^ 
reigns  in 
Britain, 


5604 


and  refuses  to 
paj  tribute  to 
Rome. 


5608 


Vespasian  is 
sent  to  subdue 
Anriragus, 


5612 


-who  opposes 
his  landing  at 
Dover ; 


5616 


and  so  he  sails 
to  Totness, 


» [>a/  tyme  yede  aayni  Petir  to,  (A 
eel  terme,  Wace,  I.  5214.) 
3  late  to. 
'  a  paitie, 
**  treuage. 


*  he  deigned  not, 

«q/ifer. 

7  pe'Latyn  eats  ./.  wene, 

«  Ritipu. 

»  defended. 
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goes  to  Oxford, 


and  besieges  it 
foraweeky 


Amragns  then 
comes. 


and  a  battle 
follows  for  the 
whole  day. 


Next  day 


.ffor  yy  now  hit  dide  hem*  qued 

.pat  jTey  hem  so  Jwt*  lond  fiirbed.  6620 

Til  Oxenford'  J^ey  gon  aUe  ride, 

To  take  ^  toun  y  ye  euentyde: 
/Karphuelgoit'  vpon*  BFetoim, 
.On  Englisch^,  'Oxenford'  )?e  toun.  6624 

.  pe  toun  of  y&ym  hadde  no  doute, 

Seuenyght  ye  seged  hit  wy|K)ute. 

pe  kyng,  als  sone  as  he  myght, 

Oste  gadred,  &  J^ider  hym  dight;  6628 

"BAyer  ne  myghte  '  Jnder  wende ; 
•  Bote  atte  seue  nyghtes®  ende, 

He  com  in  a  morwe  tyde. 

Sone  l^y  assembled  on  boJ?e'  syde,  5632 

ffiro  mom  til  euen  bataille  )?ey  nomen, 

pat  nejyer  side  was  ouercomen; 

At  euen  yey  ^eden  alle  asonder; 

Al  were  J>ey  wery,  hit  was  no  wonder.        5636 

On  ye  mom,  yo  yat  were  lefle, 

pey  armed  hem  to  bataille  efte. 


Queen  Grenwys 
reconciles  the 
Romans  and 
Britons; 


f  Concordati  simt  per  B^ginam. 

Bot  ye  quene,  dame  Qenwys, 

Sche®  acorded  bo|^  partys;  6640 

Scheo^  peyned  hure  aoord  to  make, 

ffor  lone  of  ye  Bomayns  sake ; 

Algate  scheo  peyned  hare  so, 

Til^  acord  sche^  brought  yem  to.  5644 

Al  ye  wynter  scheo®  dide  yeni  byde, 


^/ond  pei  non  iftit  did  pom,  (Ne 
troya  qui  li  desfimdist,  IFace,  i. 
243, 1.  5239. 

*  Esseoestre,  Wace,  1 5240;  Exe- 
ter, Geojffrey,  ir.  16. 


*  Karpenhuelgoit   ppm,    [leaf  Si.] 
(In  Gko£frey,  not  Wace). 

^  jon^re  ne  mot  he, 

*  atpe  seuen  dcUes, 

^  ^  SM^  togidere  oh  ilk, 

*  scio. 
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Til  hit  was  toward^  somartyde; 

.pe  pes  was  take,^  )^  portys  swore, 

.  Bot  Yaspasian  swor  first  byfore.' 
pe  kyng,  fro  pat  ylke  day, 
Al  his  lyue  ^aJd  Borne  J?er  pay ;  * 
Hys  dp  ne  let  he  nenere  falle, 
Bot  ay  worsohiped  Bomayns  aUe, 

.  And  wy)?  help  of  Yaspasian 

. Al  Irlonde  he  wan;* 

.  pe  folk,  pe  lond,  he  cou)7e  wel  loke; 

.  At  Colchestre  he  Hs,^  we  fynda  in  boke. 

.A  bok,  men  calle)?  hit  luuenal,^ 

.  Of  stories  hit  spekep  al, 

.At  Qloucestre,  per  hit  lys,® 

.And  pe  quene,  dam  (Jenwys. 


5648 


and  Arviragofl 
pays  hU  tribate 
regularly. 


6662 


and  conquers 
Ireland. 

6656 

A  book,  Jave* 
nal,lies 

at  GloQcester, 

6660  ^^  ^  i^ 

Qaeen  Genwys. 


"icarius  his  sone,  of  Qenewys  born, 
^^  Was  kyng  as  his  £stder  byfom. 
,  A  myghtftd'  man  was  Maryus, 
Of  fair  speche  merueillous ;  Harins  Bez. 

His  ffader  tyme  he  was  atte  Borne 
Wi)?  pe  kynde  his  moder  of  coma 
Wel  he  contened  hym  in  his  londe, 
per  blessed  hym  bo)>  fre  &  bonde.^^ 
In  Maryus  tyme  fel  Jiis  ferlyk: 
In  Scotiond  aryued^^  a  Peyt,  Bodryk, 
King  Peyt  cam  out  of  pe  se," 
pat  neuere  had  mercy  ne  pite ; " 


DeafJ!6.]HersonMariu8 
reigns  over 
Bruain, 


5666 


6668  and  is  blest  by 
bond  and  free. 

ThePict 
Bodryk 


5672 


'  pe  peg  pe  grsaited. 

^  jr  Vespasian  to  Rome  fore,  (Puis 
est  k  Borne  repair!^  Wace,  1. 5266.) 

'*  P.  leaves  oat  the  next  four 
lines.  Their  subject  is  in  Wace  and 
Geoffrey. 

*  Qeottmy  implies  this  :  ir.  16. 

•  gode  kyng  he  was. 
'Geoftey    of    Monmouth    (iv. 


xvi.)  notices  Juvenal's  mention  of 
the  fkmed  Arviragus,  Sat,  iv.  26. 

*  it  sais  he  Ues, 

»  wilfuft, 

^^  pefolh  serued  him  at  hand. 

1 1  vpryued,    Qeaf  84,  coL  2.] 

^^fre  Cice.  (Sice,  Wace,  I  5286; 
Scythia,  Geoffrey,) 

^  a  man  he  wasJuU  of  malice. 
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inradefi  and 
ravages  Scot- 
land. 
Marios  fights 


and  kills  him, 

and  in  honour 
ofit  setsnpa 
stone 


-which  is  called 
Westmare, 

and  giyes  its 
name  to  West- 
moreland. 


Marius  is  ad- 
vised to  settle 
the  Picts  in 
Caithness, 


which  is  waste, 
and  he  does  so. 


But  as  they 
want  British 
wives,  and  are 


Mykel  he  loued  to  robbe  &  reue, 
Scotland  to  waste  wold  he  nought  leue. 
Als  he  wente^  &  robbede  faste, 
Maryus  mette  hym  atte  laste; 
Marius  had  god  folk  ynow, 
&  Pejrt  Rodryk  smertly  he  slow, 
flfor  Jwt  Maryus  slow  ^e  Peyht, 
He  dide  ^er  set  &  ston  ]k)tow  sleight, 
flfor  to  schewe  his  prowesse^ 
&  forto  make  pe  menyng  firesse; 
flfor  in  J?e  ston  he  dide  be  wryte, 
Whar-)7orow  euery  ^  man  may  wy  te  ; 
Hit  wytnesse)>  }>e'  auenture, 
&  telles  pe  disconfiture, 
How  Marius  slow  pe  Peyt  Bodrik; 
pe  ston  was  set  for  jwtt  ferlyk: 
po  men  pat  weren,  &  ^it*  are, 
pey  calle  pat  ston  ^it  '  Westmare  ; ' 
,  pat  centre  folk  seyen  *  ilkon 
,  pat  te  country  ^  is  cald  after  pe  ston ; 
.  f  flfor  ]?e  ston  Westmare,  Westmobland  ; 
.  pus  in  pe  Latyn^  writen  y  fand. 
.  When  ^at  Rodrik  pe  Peiht  was  ded, 
,  Men  gaf  pe  kyng  Marius  to  red, 
'  To  take  pe  Peihtes  more  &  lesse, 

*  Deliuere  hem  a  party  of  Catenesse 

*  To  tyle  &  haue  in  heritage, 

'  flfor  hit  was  bot  wast  &  sauage/ 
pey  herborwed®  J^m  per  euery  where, 
In  stedes  ese,  J^at  best  were. 
Wymen  of  Bretayne  wolde  )?ey  haue, 
Bot  pe  Bretons  vouched  nought  •  saue ; 


5676 


5680 


5684 


5688 


5692 


5696 


5700 


6704 


'  (ffor  \fta  writyng, 

^  ^  textemoM  \f%t. 

'*  >al  [>er  woned  jr. 

*  |k  men  o/^  cuntre  say* 


«  W  it. 

7  Qeoffrej  of  Monmouth,  book  iy, 
chap.  zyii. 
'  pe  her  herd. 
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pej  dide  hem  in  til  Irland, 

&  tok  yer  wyues  at  her^  hand; 
.  Of  two  ^  kyndes,  Iris  &  Peiht, 
.  Sorewe  &  tene  hit  broughte  •  on  height. 

Marit&a  )>e  kyng,  in  his  lyf  her, 

Lyuede  nyne  &  fourty  ^er;* 
.  Buried  he  was  in  Salesbury, 
.  \>ai  standes  on  a  playne  fol  mury. 


refofed, 
they  go  to  Ire- 
land, and  take 
Irish  wives. 


5708 

Manns 
is  buried  at 
Salisbury, 
-which  stands 


A  fter  Marius  Jian  lyuede  longe,         Coyl  Bex 
CoyI  his  sone  ]>at  land  gan  fonge ; 


He  was  norysed  y  )>e  toun*  of  Rome; 
In  •  alle  lawes  he  gaf  right  dome ; 
pey  of  Bome  louede  hym  wel, 
ffor  J?ey  hym  founde  as  trewe  as  stel. 
Coyl  couJ?e  of  many  queintise, 
And  manie  artes.  of  seer  ^  wyse ; 
.  He  was  neuere  nygon  ne  nyce, 
Ne  neuere  vsed  yuel  vice ;  ® 
Ten  jer  he  regned  her  al  fully;* 
At  Norwiche  byried  ful  worj^yly.^® 


His  son  Coyl 
then  reigns, 
who -was 
brought  up  in 
5716  Rome; 


he  is  as  true 
as  steel, 
knows  many 
6720  arts, 

[loaf  29,  ooL  2.]  and  is  not  a 

fool,  or  yicious. 


2724 


Lndns  frimtis  Bex  Chriatwitis. 


After  )ds  gode  kyng  Coylus, 

Regned  his  sone  sire  Lucius ; 
He  was  large  &  curteys, 
,  And  firste  Cristen  kynge,  men  seis. 
Al  ]fia  land  so  fair  and  fire," 
porow  hym  was  brought  to  Cristiente. 


Lucius  suc- 
ceeds him  : 


5728  ^^  i"  ^c  ^^^ 
Christian  kiog. 


ia<>er. 

^iref;  Une  e$  weU, 
*  r^gna  longement,  Waee,  L  247, 
1.  5322. 
^courte.  Deaf  M,  back.] 


'  on  sere. 

*  non  ift  vyct, 

*  wtU  jr  richt. 

***  he  ligges  biried  at  Norwiche. 
1'  re  LuciuB  Bretannie, 
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When  Lucius 
hears 

of  Christ's 
miracles, 

and  how  God 
works  for 
Christians, 
he  sends  to 
pope  Eleuthe- 
rins 

for  a  man  to 
baptise  and 
teach  hinL 
The  pope 
thanks  God, 


and  sends  two 
bishops, 

Duman  and 
Fagan, 

who  baptise 
Lucius  and  all 
the  Britons, 


and  ordain 
bishops  and 
archbishops. 
They  find  28 
old  temples,  or 
flamens, 


Whan  he  herde  pe  lawe  of  Crist, 
.  How  in  his  name  [men]^  were  baptist,        6732 

Of  his  miracles  men  spaJ^e  ryf, 
.  &  of  )?apostles  holy  lyf, 

&  als  how  God  for  j^eym  wrought 

pat  to  Cristendam  wer  brought,  6736 

He  sent  ]>e  Pope  Eluthere,    "Paga  Eulentherit^. 

Bysoughte  hym  as  his  fader  dere  {inauuerhamd,) 

To  sende  hym  a  man  myght  hym  baptyze, 

Of  Cristes  lawe  lere  hym  )7e  wyse.  6740 

When  )7e  Pope  herde  ]fat  tydynge, 

He  )?anked  lesu,  heuene  kynge, 
.pat  in  his  tyme  he  wolde  so  wyrche, 
.  Brytaigne  to  brynge  to  holy  chirchc.  6744 

Two  clerkes  he  sente  hider  to  preche — 

Bisschopes  J?e  were,  J^e  lawe  to  teche, — 

pat  o'  derk  highte  sire  Duman, 

pat  oj^er  men  ealde  Bisschop  ffagan,'  5748 

pyse  to  bisschopes  baptized  'pe  kynge 

&  alle  his  men*  at  her  comynge. 

porow  )?e  kyng  &  his*  grduntise 

pey  ordeyned  )?e  lawe  in®  right  assise ;        5752 

pei  ordeigned  ilka^  bischop  J?er  se,® 

&  Erchebischopes  abouen  hem  to  be.® 

In  hys  tyme^^  were  temples  olde, 
.^^Eyght  &  twenty  flamins"  men  tolde, —    6756 
.pe  Latyn  caHep^  temple  ^flamins,' — 
.  Somme  of  Mahoun,  &  so^nme  of  Appoll[i]ns, 


1  tn  his  men, 

2  JVC  to. 

'  Matan,  MS.  da  Boi  27 ;  Fagan, 
MS.  du  Boi  7515»'-  Colb.;  Wace, 
i.  248. 1.  6349.    FaganoB,  Geoffirey, 

*  meiffne, 

^  kyng  had, 

^  €Upe  hwe  is  ff. 

7  MS.  ilia. 


^  Ordeyned  pei  Archbisahop  see. 
[leaf  Si  book,  ooL  2.] 
(Lamb.  MS.  foUows  Wace.) 

'  ff  bisshopes  vndere  >am  to  be. 

^^l^ishnd. 

"  The  eight  and  twenty  flamens 
are  in  Qeoffrey  (chi^.  ziz.)  but 
not  the  next  line. 

"  greU.  w  aaie  pe. 
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.  Somme  of  Dyane,  somme  &  of  Berit. — 
.  Two  ^  arche  flaminos  were  )>ey  *  ^it ; 
.  At  Londone  was  )7er  chef  flamee,' 
.&  at  prk  ]fai  o)>er  se; 

•  pe  opere  flamins  in  londe  ware 
.  Als  ye  bischopes  sees  now  are. 

))7S6  temples  of  Maumetries 

pey  turned  alle  fro  ]?6r  eresyes, 

&  halewode  'peni^  to  Cristes  werk, 
.&  ordeyned  kirkes,  prest,^  &  derk, 

Landes,  rentes^  lyght  &  catel, 

pat  to  )70  temples  langed  or^  fel, 

&  al  oper  aportynaunce, 

He  gaf  hit  to  J^er  sustenaunce : 
.To  a  dyocise  langed  a  cite, 

&  ordened  paroschens^  for  to  be. 

•  To  parsones  &  to  vicaries 
.Was  graunted  grete  seignuryes. 

When  Bretayne  was  Oisten  al,     [leaf  25,  back, 

&  ^  newe  lawe  was  brought  to  stal, 

loyful  was  sire  Lucyus, 

pat  sey  J>e  folk  al  tome®  yu8. 

In  Cristene  lawe,  als  he  hym  ches, 

per-inne  he  ended  in  god^  pes; 

At  Gloucestre  he  deide,  &  Jw  [he]  lys,^® 
.&  his  soule  wente  to  Paradis. 
.  pe  date  of  Crist,  men  seid  |k)  ^^  her, 
.Was  an  hundred  &  fyue'*  &  fifty  ^er. 

Wy|H>uten  heyr  Lucyus  ys  deA 

•  peTi  cou]?e  ye  Bretons  yer-oi  no  red : 


devoted  to  lia- 

cK/?/v  ^^^*  ®®"^ 
5760  &c, 

and  two  arch- 
flamens  at  Lon- 
don and  York. 


6764 

All  these  tem- 
ples the  Pope's 
bishops 
hallow  to 
KHOQ  Christ's  work, 
^'"^  ordain  priests 
for  them, 
endow  them. 


5772 


and  set  parishes 
to  them. 


6776 

,  col.  1.] 


Lucius  r^oices 
6780  ^  ^®  conver- 
sion of  his  land. 


dies  at  Glou- 
5784  <^««**r,  and  goes 
to  Paradise, 

A.D.  155. 


5788 


1  Geoffiey  makes  three :  the  third 
at  the  (Sty  of  Legions,  chap.  xiz. 
«J»er. 

^  pe  arch^fiame, 
*  halowedpam. 
'  unA  preste, 
^hngedff. 


7  ptiTUchet.   (parosces,  Wace,  1. 
5865.) 
*  sawe  pe/olk  tmmed, 
^gode$. 

^^  London  he  died  ^  pet  he  lies, 
^UMao. 
w  sex.    (sis,  Wace,  L  6387.) 
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SEVEBUS  INVADES  BRITAIN. 


Lucios  dies 
heirless ;  and 
the  Britons 
fight  as  to  who 
shall  be  king. 


The  Romans 
hear  of  this, 
and  send  Seve- 
rus,  "with  two 
legions, 


who  conquers 
many  Bntons ; 

but  others  re- 
sist him, 


and  he  drives 
them  to  Scot- 
land. 

They  choose 
Fulgenoe  king. 
He  fellows  him- 
self with  the 
Picts  and  out- 
laws, 


.  Wo  was  hem  he  hadde  non  heyr ! 

.To  haue  a  lord  pej  were  in  speyr;^ 

.  [fe  were  bigan  omang  ]»m  alle, 

.to  whom  fe  seignorie  suld  falle.]*  6792 

.  ffro  lond  to  la[n]d,  fro  man  to  man, 

jf  Of  )7at  to  Eome  tydynge  ran, 

pat  ded  was  sire  Lucjus, 
.  &  )7at  we  werreyed  amonge  va*  5796 

pey  chose  Sauer,  a  senatoitr,  -.emperour: 

&  made  hym  maister  &  gouemottr;     Saueros 

He  broughte  hider  two  Legiona  Inp^rator. 

pe  Bretons  to  )>eym  were  felons;  6800 

Sauer  werreyed  on  )>em  faste, 

Manye  he  conquered  &  caste, 

&  ffele  o)>ere  hadde  disdeyn 

ffor  to  halde  of  any  Romayn ;  6804 

Vmwhile  pey  faught,  vm while  fleand; 

Sauer  )>ey[m]*  chaced  to  Scotland. 

pen  chose  pe  Bretons  ]7eym  a  kynge:      ttoigencius 

jf  ffulgence  he  highte,  a  gret  lordyng;     Eex. 


and  marches 
south. 


He  felawed  hym*  v/yp  pe  Peytes,^ 
.  pat  euere  were  ful  of  deseites  ;^ 
.  Outlandeis  |iat  were  ffledde, 
.  Alle  swilk  wy)>  J>eym  pey  ledde ; 

In  a  conrtre  ^y  dide®  gret  schame; 

Dene®  was  J?e7ine  |>er-of  J;e  name. 
.  ffro  Scotland  in  to  purlewal,^® 
.  Peytes  landes  |iey  telde  hit  al.^^ 
.  ffulgence  southewarde  hym  hasted, 
.pe  lond  al  aboute  was  wasted; 


5809 


5812 


5816 


^tobei>eT  lord  had  pei  no  speire, 
2  From  the  Petyt  MS. 
'  MS.  he    werreyed   ageyns.    P. 
reads,  we  wered  amang,     [leaf  85.] 
*  Seuere  Jnim. 
*  fffobwed  pam» 


^  As  Pis  se  Bont  acompagni^. 
Si  se  sont  ensamblc  aloi^. 

Wace,  i.  251,  L  5413-13. 
7  lefe  iofehiee, 
^  cuntre  men  did. 

»  Deire.  »<>  vnt  ThrUwalt. 

II  Peihtlond  pei  told  it  aU. 
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pursamg  Seve- 
nu, 

whom  he  at- 
tacks ;  hut  the 
Picts  flee, 


Sauer  fledde  southeward  ageyn ; 

pe  Peites  robbed  &  made  al  pleyn.  5820 

ffulgerioe  wyj?  Pejrtes  on  hem  J^ey*  ran, 

Bot  )?e  Peyte  fledde  ilk  a  man; — 

Som  tyme  wolde  ]>ey  batailla  abide, 

&  som  tyme  fledde  on  ilka  syde;  5824 

Bot  ofte  dide  ]?ey  Saner  tene, 

ffnlgence  vnp  ]^e  Peyies  kene. 

Longe  dared  ^t  renery,* 

pat  Sauer  mought  nenere  come  J?em  by, 

Til  he  dide  make  an  ouerthwert  dik, 

Bitwyxte  to  sees  a  ful  gret  strik; 

&  J?er-on  a  pale  wel  y-poynt,' 

pykke  &  hey,  fill  wel  y-ioynt, 

&  closed  J^at  side  of  ]?e  lond ; 

Ouerthwert,  Est  &  West  hit  bond. 

Syn  ]7at  tyme  hit  was  in-clos, 

Neuere  non  of  alle  his  foos 

Durste  non  of  J^eym  ferj^er  fele,     Deaf  25.  back. 

Ne  by  )?at  side  robbe  ne  stele. 

flfulgence  tok  conseil  at  wyse,  ButFulgence 

&  of  Peytes*  &  opere  of  hyse,  5840 

.To  werre  ^it  more  vpon  Sauer, 
.  &  hym  to  chace  fer  &  ner.* 

Til  Peytes  he  gaf  gyftes  grete, 

&  preied  hem  J^ey  scholde  nought®  lete      5844 

To  gadere^  a  god  compaygnie 

Toward®  ]?e  se  in  his  nauie. 
•  When  ]>ey  hadde  gadered  per  host, 
.  &  schipes  by  )7e  se^  cost,  5848 

.  pe  host  was  schiped,  &  went  to  se,^®  ^^^^^* 

tm  aryued  vp  y  ^  beste  contre,  lands, 


though  they 
afterwards 
harass  Seve- 
ras. 

5828 

At  last  Sevems 
has  a  dyke  dug 
between  the 
two  seas,  with 
5832  *  ^ell-made 
paling  CI)  the 
top, 


5836  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^ps 

.  ^  ^  out  all  his  foes. 
ooL2.] 


bribes  the  Picts 


to  ship  in  his 
fleet, 


*  wktM  Seuere  had  folk  <m  ^am  ^, 
^robberie, 

^paU*  mthpoynt  (palis,  Wace). 

*  at  pe  Peiktei.    Oeaf86,coL8.] 

*  ^  rohbe  ff  reue  k^/uU  nere. 


*  pom  pet  wild  not 
7  bot  gadred. 
»o«. 

*  tn  hie  echippee  hi  pe  eeee 
'^  m  etedee  per  pei  eawe  eee. 
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besieges  York, 


and  by  gifts  in- 
duces many 
British  loids  to 
forsake  Seve- 
nis. 

Serems  ad- 
Tances 

to  York  ; 


the  armies 
meet; 


both  Fnlgence 

andSeverosare 
slain. 

Severas  is 
buried  at  York, 


(haying 
reigned  here  1 7 
years,) 

A.D.  189. 


&  byseged  ;ork  al  abonta 

Al  )7e  contra  til  hym  gan  loute;  5852 

He  sente  to  grete  lordynges, 

&  het  &  gaf  hem  richa  yyngeB. 

ffor  fair  hot^  &  giftes  ^t  ^y  tok, 

pemperour  Sauer  J?ey  forsok.  5856 

Sauer  tok  hise  oper  Bretons, 

&  asembled^  his  legions; 

Toward  ^ork  faste  )?em  dight, 

To  remue*  hem  he  hadde  tyght.  5860 

.  When  )?ey  were  oomen  wyj^ynne  a  lyte, 

pe  batailles  goTine  to-gedere  smyte; 

ffellyk  fey  foughte,  for  )w  was  slayn 
.  On  eyj?er  eyde  }?eir  cheftayn ;  5864 

ffulgence  was  first  feld  to  grounde, 

&  Sauer  was  slayn  on  a  stounde. 

pe  Bomayns  for  Sauer  bysought, 

So  fKit  his  body  to  ^ork  was  brought,  5868 

&  biried  J?er  solempnely, 

&  his  oper  firendes  hym  by. 
.'pis  ilke  enperour  Sauer 

.Begned  her  seuentene  ^er:  6872 

.  Syn  Crist  cam*  of  )?e  vyrgyne, 
.Nyne  score  ^er  euene,  &  nyne, 


He  leaves  two 
sonSjl.Bassian, 
by  a  British 
wife, 

and  2.  Cetan 
(Getan,)  by  a 
Boman  wite. 


Af  )>ys  Sauer  Jwt  deide  J^ere, 

Tweye  knaue  childre  were ; 
pat  on  men  calde  Bassian, 
pat  oj^er  had  to  name  Cetan.' 
Cetan  *^  moder  was  a  Bomayn, 
Comen*  of  gode  knyght  &  swayn. 
Bassan  was  bom  of  a  Brette ; 
pe  Bretons  of  hym  ]?e  bettere  lette. 


5876 


5880 


1  gcuired  togidere. 
3  renunte ;  and  omits  the  next  two 
lines. 
'  Not  in  Geofllrey  either. 


*  wcuborn^ 
*Oelan. 

*of  mmf   and  after  L  5881  re- 
peats lines  5878-9  on  leaf  85,  back 
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pe  Romayns  toke  )?is  ilke  Cetan,^ 
&  corouned  hym,  &  bycome*  hys  man.        5884 
pe  BretoDs  wi)?  Bassan  helde, 
&  of  J?e  roeme  highte  hym  ye  schelde. 
pen  ilkon  in  J?er  party 

Held  wyj?  his  kynde  donghtyly  :  5888 

Al  yua  wy)>  megge*  &  vrip  monge 
Bytwixt  hem  wax  yer  werrc  stronge ; 
.nkon  ou6r  oyer  so  lange  )?ey*  ran, 
pat  atte  lajste  slayn  was  Cetan.*  5892 

jT  pe  Bretons,  eft  sones  yey  ches 
Bassan  kyng,  &  hadde  yer  pes.  Bassan  Bex. 

f  A  ladde  was  y  yys  londe,  of  fame,  Deaf26.] 

Karaucyns^  yen  was  his  name;  Earaudiis 

Hardy  he  was,  &  ful  connynge,^         Maledictns. 
Stalworth6  of  body,  &  wel  fightynge;®         5898 
In  many  nedes  assayed  he  was; 
Of  prowesse  men  preised  yya  Earas ;  5900 

Bom  he  was  of  pouere*  lynage, 
&  litel  he  hadde  of  herits^e. 
Gretter  &  fairer  ^<>  stat  he  held, 
pan  wolde  his  rentes,^^  or  land  in  feld;        5904 
Grete  emprises  he  durst  yndertake; 
Mow  louede  he  ye  werre  Jian  yes  to  make. 
I  ye  Be  to  wende,  yenne  was  doute, 
Maryners  robbed  ye  ildes  aboute;  5908 

Mighte  atte  hauenes  reste  ne"  be, 
ffor  ontlandesmen  yat  come  by  se. 
Karaucitw  yenne  hym  by-j7ought, 


The  Romans 
crown  Cetan  ; 

the  Britons 
adopt  Bassiau. 


Fights  between 
each  party  take 
place, 

till  Cetan  is 
slain, 

and  Bassian  is 

made  king  of 

Britain. 

A  noted  lad, 

Karausios,  is 

then  in  Britain ; 

bold  and  clever. 


though  low- 
bom  and  poor ; 


willing  to 
undeitEike  great 
enterprises. 

At  this  time, 
pirates 
plunder  on 
sea  and  land. 


Earausios  pro- 
poses to  the 
Romai 


1  Gettan. 

s  ImB  gate  tai^i  mengyng,  (ens!  ot 
por  Pesleetion,  Wace^  L  S55,  1. 
6486.) 

^  aigat%  iik  o>er  «o  hng  oner. 


«Charai8,  Wace, 
below. 
7  (f  conantL 
^fightand. 
^  pure, 

^^  fairer  (f  better, 
"  pan  he  rent  had, 
^  dueOeno, 


Cp.  *Karas,* 
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208    KARAUSIUS  GETS  EVIL-DEEDY  BCEN  TOGETHEB. 


to  clear  the  sea 
of  these  pirates 
if  they'll  give 
him  a  commis- 
sion to  do  it 


This  the  Ro- 
mans give  him, 
under  their  seal. 


and  he  departs, 


but  raises  a 
fleet, 

which  he  mans 
with  thieves 
and  other  evil- 
deedy  men 


bom  and 
nourished  in 
felonies, 
and  then 
invades  isUnds, 


robs  men, 
wastes  lands, 


pe  senaturs  of  Borne  he'  sought^  5912 

,  &  tolde  hem  yai  outlandes  flet 
.  Bretaygne  alia  aboute  biset, 

&  seide  ^'^if  ^e  wil  gyue  me  leue 

"  pe  robbours  o  )?e  se  to  greue,  5916 

"  &  gyue  chartre  of  a-vowerye,* 

*'  pe  se  to  loke  wyj?  myn  nauie, 

"  I  scholde  ^ow  warante  ^oure'  tntage, 

*^  pat  non  outlandeys  scholda  make  passage/" 

pey  graunted  hym  ^en  leue  to  haue^  5921 

So  yai  he  schulde  ^er  trttage  saue; 

Chartre  J^ey  gaf  hym  w'ip  her  sel, 
.  So  )wtt  he  scholde  to  J^eym  beo  leeL*  5924 

Karres  his  leue  atte  Bomayns*^  nam, 

&  schewed  [)^]*  chartre  J^er  he  cam; 

Sone^  gat  he  hym  mariners, 

WiJ?  schipes,  barges,  &  balyngers.®  5928 

He  desired  •  men  Jwt  were  fledde, 

peues  &  robbours,  swylk  he  ledde, 
.  Yuel  dedy  '^  men  )?at  were  wight, 

Of  Outlandes  al "  Jwit  he  myght ;  5932 

Of  swylk  he  gadered  compaignies, 

Bom  &  norysched  in  felonyes. 

Whan  )?is  Earraus  had  gadered  him"  ost, 

Of  manye  a  land  he  serched  J^e  cost ;  6936 

ffro  on  ilde  til  oper  he  ^ede, 
.  Of  no  J^ynge  ne  hadde  ^ey '*  drede; 

Men  he  robbed,  &  landes  wasted, 

ffirom  0  stede  til  o^er  ^^  he  hasted  ;  5940 

To  ney  neygheburs,  &  fer)?er^*  fro, 
.  Til  alle  he  dide  ska]^  &  w[o]  ; 


1  MS.  )xy,  but  )>  altered  to  h. 
he,V. 
'  charHre  jr  auovrie, 
'  /  aaU  pam  warant  pargh 

*  )>at  he  $M  to  |Wim  he  leaU, 

CleafS6,baok,ooL2.] 
«  MS.  Eomayms. 


*pe.  7  qtdcfy. 

*  gckqrpet  gode  huuet  cogger  a, 
^dUhented.         ^UU  dedg. 
"  po.  ^  geten  him. 

1'  w<u  it  noH  H<  N<  >M  had. 
^^fro  a  stede  UU  ano^r. 
"  neihbwra  nere  f^far. 
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Al  he  fcok  yat  he  myght  take,  plundering  all 

He  nolde  mesure  to'  no  man  make;  5944?  ®^*"* 

pat  Outlandeys  bjrfom  had  left,  De  fide 

He  spared  non,  bot  all^  he  reft.         ffiracta. 

To  saue  J?e  folk,  Carrays  was  sworn,  Sworn  to  pro- 

Bot  he  was  worse  )?an  o]>er  byfom;  5948  J^thmmore 

flful  mykel  he  wan,  ^it  ^emde  he  more,  than  any  one. 

flfor  his  folk  woxe  &  spredde  ay  whor^; 

Casteles  &  tonnes  doun  he  )7rew; 

ffor  lord,  he  wolde  pat  alle  hym  knew.  5952 

.  So  fer  he  sayled*  to  wynne  hym  wayne,  peaf  26,  coi.  2.]  At  last  he 
Atte  laste  he  aryued  in»  Bretaigne ;  reachesiritain, 

Pryuely  wij?  )?e  Bretons  he  spak, 
&  seide,  ''^e  se  nought  ^oure  lak  !  5956  asks  the  Britons 

. "  tour  kyng  can  nought  hym  seluen  were !  Ba^w^for 

"  feot  ^yf  ^e  wyl  me  god  fei)?  here,  him ; 

"  Y  scholde  deliuere  ^ow  out  of  peynes,* 
"  And  al  ^our  land  of  ^our  Romaynes.*  **     5960 
He  ^ede  to  fe  Peytes,  &  seide  hem  J?e  same  ;       and  the  Picts 

.  ^if  ^y  wolde  alle  wy)?  0  name 

.  Make  hym  kynge  of  ^mpyres,  to  make  him 

.  He  wolde  )?em  make  lordes  &  syres.  5964  ^^°^- 

)k)  were  )?e  Peytes  wyj?  j?e  kyng  pryue, 
&  in  )>ys  lond  gret  plente; 

.  And  Earays  wyste  \Hit  pey  were  fykel, 

.  perfore  he  glosed  hem,  &  gaf  hem  mykel,     5968 
&  )>ey  hight*  hym  wy)>outen  faille,  The  Picts 

^yf  he  wyf  )?e  kynge  tok  bataiUe,  KrayBas- 

Tyl  Kareys  party  schold  J?ey  go,  sianwhen 

And  )>e  kyng  desconfite  &  slo.  5972  gi"£SJ. 


^  meture  wild  he, 

^farde, 

'  in  )>i#. 


*  /.    suld    delyuere    yow    of  pe 
Romeyns, 

^  aU\ns  knd  of}^  dimeyns, 
^hette.    Deafse.] 
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KARAUSIUS  WINS  BRITAIN  OF  BASSIAN. 


EarauBins 
defies  Bassian, 


and  the  armies 
meet 
Bassian  trusts 

the  Ficts  more 
than  all  his 
men  ; 


but  they  prove 
traitors,  tarn 
against  him; 


and  kill  him. 


Earaosius  wins 
Britain, 

and  gives  the 
Picts  land  in 
Scotland. 


f  Deoepdo  JfjiAotum. 

•  Whan  ]?e7  had  alle  Earays  y-highte^ 

.  Bretons  &  Peytes  help  at  her  myghte. 
Bassian  he  gan  defye, 

&  wi]?  foule  wordes  hym  deserie.*  6976 

So  longe  lasted  \er  manace, 
To  bataille  fey  comen  in  to  *  place : 
^Bassan  affied  hym  o  \%  Peytes, 

•  In  bataille  ]>ey  knewe  many^  sleightes,         5980 
per-fore  his  trist  was  on  feym  more 

pan  on  alle  Jk)  )7at  J?er  wore. 

ffor  he  god  trist  to  ]>em  hadde, 

Richely  often  )7eym  he  cladde;  5984 

&  als  )7e  portys  gaf  bataill^, 

lusted  &  chased,  &  gon  assaill^, 

pys  ilke  Peytes  were  traytoi/rs, 

Ageyn  J?e  kynge  turned  y  ]?e  stours,  5988 

.  &  wy)?  Earays  partye  held, 

&  traysched  ]>e  kyng  right  in  |?e  feld, 

And  slowe  )^  kyng,  sire  Bassian, 
.  &  alle  his  folk,  ylk  a  man.  5992 

.  JHt«  J?ey  traisched  hym  in  nede, 

•  Sire  Bassian  ^fai  dide  ]>em  fede ; 
&  Earays  lyghtli  wan  )7e  lond; 

•  Agayns  hym  no  party  he  ne  fond.  5996 
Earays  gaf  hem,  for  \eT  seruise. 

Among  }?e  Scottes  gret  flfmunchise; 

So  yat  Pictes  &  ]?e  Scottes  kynde 

Ar  now  al  on,  as  men  fynde.  6000 


*  wordes  ascrie, 

^  were  Jtet  hrwht  in. 

s  The  Petyt  MS.  inserts* 


Karaia  pvttie  dred  not  pe  kyng, 
ne  Bassian  Karais  no  \mg, 
^  Inouh  ofhataile  ^  couUu 
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Allectns  ft  Walwns,  Bomany,  venenmt. 

Tyhan  |?ey  of  Rome  tydyng  herde 

pat  Karays  wip  Bretaygne  yas  ferde/ 
pey  sente  hider  Jre*  legions, 
WyJ?  to  of  ]fer  bolde  barons ;  6004 

AHectus  &  Walwes  J?er  name*  hyght, 
Wysemen  of  werre,  &  hardy  in  fight* 
.  pey  (5ome  pryuely  *  out  of  pe  se, 
Bot  E^arays  wolde  haue  reft  hem  J>eir  entre ;    6008 
Bot  maugre  Karreys,  on  hym  J?ey  wan,  Cif.26,bk.,ooLi.] 
And  slowe  Karreys  pe  &lse  man,^ 
&  alle  )?at  weren  of  his  kynde, 
Destruyed  hem^  by  rote  &  rynde,  6012 

&  alle  )k)  \Kii  pe  Bomayns  forsok, 
And  til  Kareys  party  tok. 


The  Romans 
send  three 
legions  against 
Earausias, 


led  by  Allectns 
and  Walwes. 


They  slay 
Earausins, 
all  his  kin, 

and  all  his 
party. 


jf  De  eldctio/^e  Begis  Asclypidot  in  porliame^^to. 


.  ue  Bretons  seye  pe  Bomayns  aboue, 

And  Bomayns  myghte  pey  neuere  loue; 
ffayn  wold  pey  per  fredam  fende,® 
Truage  to  Bome  wold  ]>ey  non  sende; 
After  pe  barons  J^o  J?ey  sent, 
To  chesen  at  pat  Parlement 
A  kyng  }7at  myghte  ageyn  )>eym  vaill^, 
Asdipedot,  Erl  of  Comewaille, 
Whan  he  was  chosen,  he  dide  somoune 
Alle  pe  Bretons  fro  toune  to  toune, 


The  Britons 
6016  still  desire  free- 
dom from  the 
Roman  yoke, 


Parliament  to 
choose  Ascly- 
pidot king. 

6024  He  summons 
them  all  to 


'  tridi  fns  land  misferd, 
^tuo.  Deaf  8«,  col.  2.]  trois,  Wace, 
i.  260. 
3  AlUt  jr  GaUu$  \>er  names, 
*  hardtf  jr  wight. 


*  com  vp  ryuand. 

*  ksktfcdsnes  gan, 
7  strcyed  )ton. 

^  P.  transposes  this  line  and  the 
next 

o  2 
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fight  the  Ho- 
mans  at  Lon- 
don. 


*  pat  alle  J>at  myghte  wepene  welde, 
To  bataill6  schold  come,  jwt  were  of  elde,* 
To  Londone  ageyn  Alleciu^, 

.  &  his  felawe  sire  Walwus.*  6028 


While  the  Ro- 
mans are 
sacrificing, 

the  Britons 
hesiege  them. 
They  rush  to 
arms, 


and  fight  the 
Britons, 
hut  are  de- 
stroyed, and 
Alectos  is  slain. 


Walwes  (Gal- 
lus)  flees  into 
London, 

mans  the  battle- 
ments, 

and  keeps  the 
Britons  off. 
Asclipedot 

sends  for  more 
Britons. 


f  De  Bello  int^r  Bomanos  ft  Regem  aptfd  Londonium. 

A    day  J?e  Romayns  made  sacrifise 
I  j?e  temple,  as  was  [|>er]  gyse.' 


Right  in  J^eire  solempnete, 
Byseged  }?e  Bretons  ^ir  cite ; 
pe  Romayns  herde  noise  &  cry, 
&  cried  "as  armesl"  on  hy,  on  by,* 
And  dide  yem  out  in  to  )?e  felde, 
,  &  baldely  on  J?em  self  gon  belde, 
&  foughten  wy|?  J?e  Bretons  faste. 
Bot  J?e  Romayns  route  to-braste; 
ffor  Alecius  dide*^ ;  &  his  mene 
^ede  al  doun,  &  moughte  nought  fle; 
Alle  Jwt  were  on  |?at  party, 
Ascaped  ^er  non  by  stret  ne  sty. 
Sire  Walwes  sey  ^  j^eir  side  ^ed  doun  ; 
By  tyme  he  fledde  in  to  J?e  toun, 
&  )>e  gates  after  )?em  sperde. 
To  kamels  &  to  J'e  walk  [t]hey  ferde, 
&  to  }?e  toures  cop^  on  hey, 
&  dide  J?e  Brutons  holde  )?em  a  dreigh.® 
Asclipedot  pat  was  wyJ?oute, 
Saw  ]>e  Romayns  hadde  no  doute ; 
His  lettrcs^  he  dide  write  &  sende 
After  mo  bretons  fer  &  hende. 


6032 


6036 


6040 


6044 


6048 


6052 


1'^  aU  suld  com  )>a<  were  qfelde. 
to  bataiie  go  or  tcapen  welde. 
^GaUua, 
'  ^wise, 
^  ha8  (trmes  aU  on  hy. 


*  side. 

"  OoMuM  aawe, 

f  toure  vp,    CleafDa,  back.] 

8  o  drie. 

^breJU, 
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pat  J?ey  scholde  come  &  sege  make. 
Aboute  London^,  Romajms  to  take, 
ffor  ]7e  sonde  of  sire  Asclipidot, 
Come  Walsehemen  &  many  a  Scot ; 
On  ilka  syde  aHe  J^ey  cam, 
pat  langed  vnto  )?e  kynedam, 
Engyns  dide*  J?e  Bretons  reyse, 
&  raangenels  fill  gode  to  preyse, 
&  ffruscht  \>e  wal  of  )?e  cite ; 
Wy\f  streng|?e  on  J>eym  yey  had  entre. 
pen  myghte  men  se  J?e  Komayns  deye, 
&  on  hepes  leye  by  *  ilka  weye ; 
Neuere  bjrfore  swylk  slaughter  was 
Of  [)>e]'  Romayns  at  no  pas, 
pe  Romayns  Jwt  were  so  schent/,    [loaf  26,  back. 
To  priue  fortelets*  J^ey  went, 
,  ffro  }7e  Bretons  for  to  hyde, 
,  per  lif  to  leng}7e  ay  byside;* 
Bot  J?e  Bretons  helden  hem®  streyt, 
pey  ascaped  nought  for  no  deseyt. 
Sory  was  Walwes,  &^  made  his  mone, 
&  preyed  vn-to®  j?e  Bretons  ilkone, 
"  Lordjmges,  wol  le  let  me  go 
"  Vnto  Rome  J?er  y  cam  fro, 
"  &  my  men  for  to  saue? 
"  O  legion,  &  namo,  wold  y  craue.® 
"  po  )wt  mystaken  baue,  more  or  lesse,^® 
"  ffor  )?eym  ask  y  forgyuenesse, 
"  &  let  vs  senglely  a-wey  "  fare 
"  Out  of  Jys  lond  for  euere  mare." 


6056  Both  Welsh 
and  Scotch 
come, 

make  great 

^"^"  break  down  the 
wall. 


and  slaughter 
6064  ^^  Ronaans  by 
"   "     heaps. 


col.  2.]  A  few  retreat 
nOf^J^  to  hidden  forts. 


bat  the  Britons 
6072  P^^*^®  them, 

and  Walwes 
is  obliged  to 
ask  leave 

^    to  go  back  to 
6076  Rome 


w'lih  his  one 
legion  leA. 


6080 


^  bar/rets  did. 
'  llgye  in. 

*/orcetetes. 
^  be  tide. 
^)>am«o. 


7  vnglad  was  Gallus  he. 

8  said  vnto, 

^  a  ley  ion  no  mo  we  haue. 

***  a  legion  mo  ne  lesse, 

"  with,  hjfe  ff  hjmme  away  to. 
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The  Britons 
agree  to  this: 


but  when  the 
Romans  haye 
marched  out, 
the  Welsh  and 
Scotch 


&11  on  them, 
and  slay  them 
all. 

Walwes  is 
taken,  and  be- 
headed at  the 
brook 

Atyngal, 


whose  name  is 
then  changed  to 
Walbrook. 

Asclypidot 
reigns  10  years, 
and  is  not  a 
shrew  or  a  fooL 


pe  Bretons  gmunted  )?em  fcr  bone, 

&  ]fQ  Bomayns  ^olde  )>em  sone.  6084 

Out  of  )?e  tours  J?ey  come  al  doun, 
.  To  \>e  pes  in-to  ]?e  toun ; 

&  als  ^  Bomayns  golden  were, 

pe  Wa{l]ssch6  &  Scottes*  wy)>  al  per  here    6088 

Comen  wy)?  gret  noise  &  hew  f 
.  Tok  J?ey  no  tent  to  pes  ne  trew  f 

Of  the  Bomayns  yey  smyten  ilkan  heued, 
.  Lord  ne  ladde  was  j^er  non  leued.^  6092 

Walwes*  ]>ey  tok,  al  his  vnthank, 

&  leddym  to  Atyngal,  a^  brokes  bank ; 

per  left  he  his  heued,^  he  was  J?e  last ; 

His  body  in  to  Atyngal  cast®  6096 

&  for  he  in  J?at  water  lay, 

pe  riueres  name  was  titmd  )?at*  day ; 

On  Englische  tonge  hit  hat  Walbrok,*^ 

ffor  )?at  Walwes  his  de)?  |>er  tok.  6100 

jf  penne  regned  Asclipedot; 

Neyyer  was  he^^  schrewe  ne  sot 

Gret  feste  he  held  at  hys  coronynge, 

&  ten  ^er  he  regned  kynge.  6104 


Diocletian 
sends  Mazi- 
mianos  to 
Britain, 


JT  De  Dioclisiano  Inperatore.    nuudmo 

p^rsecutore 
Tn  his  tyme  was  an  Emperour    ChristwiCfnim. 

Diodisian,  a  werreour,  {in  a  later  hand.) 

He  sente  hider  Maximian; 
&  struyde  &  slow  ilk  Cristenman.  6108 


>  J)e  scote  pe  waUh,[\t,  36,  bk.,  ool  2.] 

*  toke  pe  no  tent  of  pes  ne  tru, 

*  bileued, 
'^GaUus. 

*  him  tiU  a. 


7  his  hede  gird  of, 
^  tn  to  pe  broke  host, 
'  pe  broke  men  call  to  pis, 
*^  on  IngUs  GtiaUbroke, 
^'  noupei  he  lufed. 
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IT 


pat  he  on  )?ys  half  Motingow  ^  fond, 

Til  he  come  vntil  pjQ  lond, 

Al  he  destruyed^  &  broughte  to  schame, 

pat  cristned  were  in  lesu  name.  6112 

Diodisien,  on  his  partie, 

To  Cristenmen  dyde  felonye; 

Vnder  hym  &  Maxymian 

pey  slowe  at  Verolame*  seint*  Alban, 

&  seint  lue  &  seint  Aroon. 

po  were  in  ware  at*  Kerlyon, 

pe  byschop  wyj?  alle  J?e  clergie 
.  pat  leued  in  lesu  or  ^  Marie^ 

Alle  J?ey  slowe  J?at  yey  fond, 

fful  fewe  ascaped  fro  }>er  hond;* 
.  So  fele  were  neuere  slayn  in  stour 
.  Of  oorsejutz^  vnder  emperotir.  6124 

.  pat  ^er  )?e  date  of  lesu  wex, 
.  Two  hundred  ^er,  four  soor^  &  sex. 


and  he  destroys 
all  the  Chris- 
tiansonhis 
road; 


6116  among  others, 
Sts.  Alhan, 
Julius,  and 
Aaron. 


6120 


This  was  A.D. 
286. 


jf  Be  B^  Coel^,  Fatre  Sancte  Elene.   [ieaf27.] 

TU  Colchestre®  waster®  a  lordyng,  CoeiofCoi- 

-■-  Of  wham  )?e  toun  hadde  gynnynge  ;         6128  ^®**^ 

S[i]re  Coel  Ids  name  hight. 

Of  noble  lynage,  a  man  of  myght ; 

He  werreyed*®  on  Asdipedot, 

•  ffor  he  had  bom  hym  as  a  sot, 
.  &  suffred  to  mykel/^  Maximian, 

•  pat  he  jH)row  )?e  lond  so  ran, 


rebels  against 
Asclyp^t,  be- 
6132  cause  he*s  be- 
haved like  a 
sot,  and  let 
Maxhninianus 


*  mon  Giu,  Wace ;    Mons  Jovis. 
Seep.  116,  note ^ 

'  Written  over  an  erasore. 
'  her  was  dai/n  sayn, 
^  m  WaUs  in  Kaerlion. 

*  or  in. 

*  hot  if  any  ascapid  )>e  iond. 


7  corsayntea, 

*  Wace  says  *  Ho^  .  .  .  de  Gloe- 
<  cestre ; '  but  R.  Bmnne  is  right 
by  Qeofbej  of  Monmouth. 

•  was. 

10  wered.     [leaf  87.] 
"  suffred  mykeU, 
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slay  the 
Christians. 


Coel  kills 
Asclypedot 


Coel  has  a  fair 
daughter, 

an  only  child. 


and  has  her 
taught  well. 


Her  name  is 
Eleyne. 

TheBomans 


send  a  choice 
nian  here, 
Constantius, 

who  conquered 
Spain. 


Coel  fears  him, 


and  offers  to 


pe  Cristene  blod  for  to  slo; 

per-tore  were  \>e  Bretons^  wo.  6136 

flfor  Asclipedot  bar  hym  nought  wel,* 

per-tore  corouned  J^ei  sire  CoeL* 

When  Maximien  was  gon  to  Rome, 
.  On  Asclipedot  toke  J^ey  dome;  6140 

Sire  Coel  hym  in  bataille  slow, 

ffor  he  fro  Maximien  hym  yuel  wy}>drow.* 

pis  Coel  hadde  a  doughter  fair, 

Of  clergie  [sc]he  couJ?e,*  &  was  his  ayr;       6144 

Sone  ne  doughter  had  he  namo 

pat  J?e  heritage  myghte  to  go, 

Scheo  was  to  hure  fader  ferly  dere ; 

He  dide  maistres  hure  for  to  lero,  6148 

pat  scheo  moughte  bettere'  J?e  lond  ^eme, 
.  &  lord  to  take,  as  hure  wolde  byseme  ;* 

pys  ilke  mayden  highte  Eleyne, 
.  A  ful  god  woman,  &  a  certeyne.  6152 

pe  Romayns  herde,  &  were  fayn, 

pat  Asclipedot  was  so  slayn ; 

pey  sente  hider  a  man  of  pris, 

ConstaTicius,  Jwt  was  noble  ^  &  wys  ;  6156 

Al  Spayne  he  had  wo7inen  to  Rome, 

porow  truage  al  at  her  dome; 

Was  noman  )?anne  of  his  bounte, 

pat  men  wiste,  so  mikel  as  he.  6160 

pys  Constant  )>at  );us  wan  Spayne, 

He  aryued  her  in  Brutaigne. 

Choel,  }>at  wiste  his  comyng. 

He  dredde  Costant®  ouer  alle  J^g;  6164 

Coel  sent  til  hym  messegers, 

&  seide  *  he  wolde  on  faire  maners 


*  pe  Bretons  were  wrope, 

2  P.  transposes  these  lines. 

3  him  drouh, 

*  of  clertjie  cmiih.    (A.- Sax.  Aeo, 
she.) 


*  gcho  couth, 

^  )f2Lt  hir  wild  queme, 
7  Constancins  both  ware. 
tans,  Wace,  i.  266.) 

*  Constant, 


(Cos- 
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*  Holde  of  hym,  ^if  JTat  he  wylde, 

'  &  redyly  his  truage  ^elde.' 

Costant'  seide  he  wolde  ekyJ, 

&  consented  til  *  his  wyl ; 

pe  Romayns  seyde*  "pey  were  aboue, 

&  fayn  J?ey  were  of  pees  &  loue. 

Was  hit  nought  a  mon]>e  long, 

Sire  Coel  tok  an  yuel  strong; 

Eyghte*  dayes  lay  he,  &  namo, 

&  deide,  &  wente  yer  we  sehal  go.* 

Constant -saw  J?ys  ilke  Eleyne, — 

pis  lond  was  al  of  hure  demayne, — 

Saw  J>at  scheo  was  ferly  wys, 

And  of  beute  bar  J?e  prys  ; 

Hym  J?oughte  be  myghte  wel  be®  byset 

To  wedde  J>at  mayde,  &  bate  baret 

pen  was  he  kyng,  &  scheo  quene.         [leaf  27, 

A  knaue  child  com  per  hem  ^  by  twene  ; 

CoNSTANTYN  was  his  name  ytold ; 

&  when  he  was  enleuen  ^er  old, 

His  fSstder  fel  in  a  seknesse, 

pat  to  )?e  dep^  hit  made  hym  stresse. 

.  When  Qmstant*  had  y-mad^^  his  fyn, 

.  In  Euerwyk  toun  J?ey  byried  hym 

.  fful  ryaliche  vrip  gret  honttr, 

•  flTor  he  was  a  worj^y  emperour. 

.  When  )?enterement  was  done, 
CoTistantyn  his  sone  )?ey  coronede  sone ;  ^^ 
&  pe  more  he  wax  in"  age, 
pe  bettere  loued  hym  ys^'  baronage; 


6168 


pay  tribute  to 
Borne. 

Constantius 
agrees  to  this. 


6172 


Coel  dies  in  a 
few  weeks, 


6176  and  goes  where 
we  shall  too. 
Ck>n8tantius 


6180 


marries  Coel's 
,  „  ^  daughter 

6184  gets  on  her  a 
boy, 

Constantine, 
dies  when  his 
boy  is  eleven, 


6188 


and  is  buried 
at  York. 


6192 


Constantine  is 
cro¥med  king, 

6196  is  much  loved, 


»  Cansiant. 
^  contentid  to. 
^sawe,    [leaf  87,001.2,] 
*aght. 

'  «t>fii  died  as  we  saU  do  (not  in 
Wace  or  Geoffrey). 
"  he  pouht  him  adfwele. 


^ded. 

»  MS.  Conatantyn. 
'®  Constant  had  don  :  and  leaves 
out  the  next  four  lines. 

'^  pet  crounedhis  sone  Conatantyn, 
*2  whan  he  was  wele  of. 
^^  wele  lufed  him  his. 
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is  liberal, 
knowing, 
and  wise. 


God  chiualrie  til  hym  he^  drow, 

flfor  he  was  large,  &  gaf  ynow; 

^if  his  fader  were  of  bounte, 

^it  was  J?e  sone  wel  more  )?an  he.  6200 

pis  Consts^ntyn  was  man  of  queyntise, 

per-wy|?  he  was  a  noble  iustise ;  * 

In  his  ^outhe  he  was  als  wys 

As  elder  were  y  J^r  moste  pris.  6204* 

ffor  his  moder,  he  loued  Bretons ; 

ffor  his  ffader,  of  Rome  al  )>e  barons ; 

Of  J^yse  two  k3nides  he  was  bom, 

And  of  |?e  noblest  men  byforn.  6208 


The  Roman 
emperor 

Maxentios 
is  a  fierce  bad 
man. 


who  abases  the 
Senators. 

Some  of  them 


come  to  Con- 
stantine^ 

and  pray  him 
to  put  down 
Maxentios. 


The  Britons 
also  pray  him 
to  do  it 


f  De  Constantino,  filio  Consta^ty  ft  sancte  Elene. 

At  Rome  was  ]>enne  an  Emperour 
^  pat  dide  ye  Romayns  gret  desonottr; 
His  name  was  Maxencius, 

Proud,  &  fers,^  &  malidons;  6212 

He  wasted  J?e  honuv  of  J?e  toun, 
pe  noble  men  he  brought  ]?em  doun, 
pe  ordre  of  ^er  sene  abated  he, 
&  reft  hem  J^eir  dignite.  6216 

Somme  yai  hated  hym  of  )?o, 
Left  yer  fes,*  dide  hem  to  go 
Hider  to  Bretaygne,  til  ConstaTityn. 
ffor  he  was  bom  of  J>eyr  lyn,  6220 

pey  preied  hym  he  wolde  make  defens, 
&  abate  ye  pruyde  of  Maxens, 
.  Bysoughte  as  he  was,  worjjy  knyght, 
,  Of  yer  sene  to  holde  vp  ye  rj'-ght.  6224 

pe  Bretons  aUe  preied  hym  so, 
Wjy  hym  yey  wolde  concente  yer  to. 


*  Gode  knyghtes  to  him, 

-  P.  puts  this  line  two  lower. 


3  proude,  stoute, 
*/ee2.     [leaf  37.  back.] 
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Longe  )?ey  preied,  bot  at  }?e*  ende 
He  graunted  J^eym  Jrider  to  wende; 
He  tok  wyj^  bym*  knyghtes  &  squiers, 
Men  vnp  bowes  &  arblasters,* 
&  his  moder  ful  wys  *  of  dome ; 
WyJ?  hym  wente  )>ey  alle  vntil  Rome, 
ffor  )>ey  were  men  of  honurs, 
He  dide  hem  y  J?e  ordre  of  senaturs ; 
pat  on  highte  sire  Huwelyn,* 
pat  dper  lohem,^  Eroert,  &^  Maryn; 
.  Wardeyns  he  ordeined  gode  &  ®  ce?'teyn, 
.  pia  lond  to  kepe  til  he  com  ageyn^ 


6228  Constantine 
agrees, 


6232 


and  takes  his 
host  and  his 
mother  to 


Rome, 


6236 


leaving  behind 
guardians  of 
Britain. 


and  becomes 
Emperor. 


When  Constantyn  to   Rome  cam,  Deaf«7.  back.  ooLIJ  He  dethrones 

pe  maistrie  firo  Maxcence  he  nam,  6240  Maxentius, 

And  was  hym  selue  emperour, 
.  &  Maxcence  doun  wij?  deshonur.® 
Til  sire  Huelyn^*  he  gaf  a  wyf. 
Of  noble  kynde  was  sche  ryf :  6244 

Of  }7at  wyf,  sire  Huelyn  ^^  wan  Huelyn  begets 

A  child  men  calde  Ma[x]imian.^^  ^J^ 


f[  Be  B^  Octauo.^ 

I  J?e  wardeyns  tyme^'  Jwt  Constantyn  tok 
pe  Bretons  for  to  lok, 


While  Conslan- 

6248  ^^  ^*  ^"^^y* 


'  bisovht  jr  he  at 
2  he  dight  his  folk, 

•  tddi  alblcutes  ff  o]>er  archers, 

•  his  moder  eames  wys  men, 

•  Leonyn,  (Loh^iios,  Wace.) 

•  *  Vht  o>er  *  IB  dotted  under,  as  if 
for  omission,  in  the  Lambeth  MS. 
The  Petyt  reads  \>€  to))er  Trahem 
(L'altreTrahens,Tracc).  (See  Tra- 
Aemc  here,  lines  6259-64,&c.,  below.) 
GeoflErey  (t.  8)  gives  only  Leolin, 


Trahem,  and  Marias,  three  ancles 
of  Helena. 

7  pe  prid, 

8  ie/t  gode. 

^  R.  Brunne  leaves  oat  Wace's 
seven  lines  (i.  270)  on  the  finding 
of  the  Cross  by  Helena. 

*^  Leonyn, 

^*  Maximian, 

1^  This  heading  is  two  lines  lower 
in  the  MS. 

*^  this  icardeyns. 
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TH£  WELSH  OOTAVUS  SEIZES  BRITAIN. 


OctavuSi  an 
earl  of  Wales, 
seizes  Britain, 


and  kills  the 
wardens  and 
sherifGs. 


Constantine 
sends  Trahem 

to  subdue 
OctaTus. 


Traheme  forces 

Winchester 
to  yield. 


Octavtts 


gives  him 
battle, 


and  drives  the 
Romans  to 
their  ships. 


Com  Octauiw,  an  erl  of  Walys, 

&  sesed  )>ys  lend,  bo]7e  dounes  &  dales. 

py[8]  erl  of  Walys  *  was  man  of  myght, 

In  Bretayne  he  cleymed  ryght ; 

Wardeyns  &  schirreues  he  slow, 

Baillife,  bedeles,  dide  schame  ynow. 

Bot  Constantyn  to  Rome  was  went, 

Til  gretter  nedes  he  gaf  his  tent ; 
.  He  ne  myghte  ^enne  on  none  wj'^se 
.  Hyder  come  to  make  iustise  ; 

He  sende^  hider  siw  Traheme, 

pe  lond  to  kepe  &  to  gouerne. 

Two  legions  wi)?  hym  he  ladde,'* 

Toward  Bretayne  )?ey  hem  spedde ;  * 
.  At  an  hauen  yat  ^ey  fond, 
.  Sire  Traherne  tok  )?ys*  lond. 

To  Wynchestre**  wente  Jis®  Traherc, 

Two  dayes  he  soioumed  )?ere, 

&  to  hym  he  dide  hem '  ^elde ; 
.  By  )?er  willes  }?ey  ne  wolde ; 

Maugre  )?eires,  )?ey  ^olde  )?e®  estre. 

SyJTen  he  jede*  to  Wynchestre; 

Sire  Octauus  wi)?  many  a  scheld 

Was  byforn  hym  in  )?e  feld, 

&  gaf  til  hym  bataille  stout. 

pe  Romayns  ofte  pureed  ^e  rout ;  '^ 

0ctautt5  grettere  force  hadde, 

So  yat  ye  Romayns  route  to-schadde,^' 

&  dide  hem  to  )>e  hauene  fle, 

Vntil  )?er  schipes  on  ye  se. 


6252 


6256 


6260 


6264 


6268 


6272 


6276 


1  \>\8  Octouus. 

3  sent,     [leaf  87,  back,  col.  2.] 

3  P.  omits  these  lines. 

*  Porcestre,  Wace,  1.  6866,  who 
makes  another  march  on  Winches- 
ter, 1.  6870.  K.  Brunne  follows 
Geoflfrey. 


•  iir. 

7  to  him  pe  toun  he  did. 

8  yald  )>a(. 

9  yode, 

10  Romeyns  pexced  poryhmtte. 

11  alto  achad. 
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pey  sette  vp  saU  heye  on  most, 

Toward  pe  norths  ]>ey  seyled  fast;  6280 

In  Scotlond  aryued,^  &  logged  his  ost, 

&  pylede  &  robbed*  at  ilka  cost. 

Til  Octaxiua  sone  com  tydand 

pat  Trabern  robbed  in  Scotland.  6284 

Octauus  gadered  host  ay  whare, 

&  hyed  hym  faste  )?at  he  were  )?are  ; 

Oft  he  seyde  wyj?  grete  pryde 

pat  Trahem  schold  nought  dur  abide;  6288 

.  Bot  his  oucrwenyng '  gan  faille  ; 

Trahem  stod,  &  bod*  bataille, 

&  dide  Octauu«  for  to  fle; 

In  to  Norweye  ouer  ^e  se.  6292 

Octaut6«  J>enne  fledde  for  ferd ; 

He  spak  vntil  J>e  [kinge]  Comperd,* 

ftbr  help  &  socour  he  preyde®  ^erne, 

To  Wynne  J?e  lond  of  sire  Traheme.  6296 

Pryuely  he  sent  to  )?is  lond  ageyn,     Deaf  S7,  back,  ooi.  2.] 

To  )?o  ]Kit  were  til  hym  certeyn, 

pat  pey  scholde  fonde  on  alle  wyse 

To  sle  Traheme  wij?  som  queyntise.  6300 

pat  tyme  spedde  Traheme  wel  ynow ;  Rex  Tra- 

jf  Ageyn  to  ye  southe  Traheme  drow,      hemus, 

&  dide  hym  coroune  kyng  to  be, 
,  &  regned  wij;  solempnete.  6304 

A  day  to^  Londone  he  scholde  out  ryde; 

His  ffomen  a-spied  wel  what  tyde; 
.  Enbusched  J?eym  by  Jwt  strete 
.  per  J?ey  hoped  )?e  kyng  to  mete.  6308 

Sire  Traheme  of  non  hym  dredde, 
.  per-fore  no  folk  wyj?  hym  ne  ledde ; 


Tbey  sail  to  the 
north, 


and  pillage 
Scotland. 


Octavna  follows 
them, 


but  they  put 
him  to  flight. 


He  goes  to 
Norway, 


and  asks  king 
Comperd(Gom- 
bert)  for  help. 

Octavos  also 
tells  his  friends 

to  try  and  kill 
Traheme  by 
some  pnare. 

Trahem  is 
crowned  king, 


but  one  day  his 
foes  lie  in  wait 
for  him. 


when  he  is  out 
alone, 


1  he  ryued  in  Scotland, 
^  robbed  ff  reft. 
*  ouethope, 
*8todevnto. 


*  vnio  kyng  Comperde. 
^  aocoarfor, 
7  of.     Deaf  88.] 
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222        TRAHERN  IS  SLAIN,  AND  OCTAVUS  CJROWNED. 


and  kill  him. 

They  send  for 
()ctavu8, 

crown  him, 


and  he  reigns 
long  in  peace. 


At  a  passage  as  he  went, 

pey  breken  of  J?eyr  enbuschement  ;^  6312 

po  yat  hym  hated  for  Octautes 
Slowen®  j^er  sire  Trahemu^. 
flfor  OctsLMVS  J>ey  sende^  ]fer  sonde, 
&  sesed  hym  eft  in  to  )?e  londe,  6316 

,  &  corouned  hym  als  he  was  er ; 
&  alk  J?at  comen  wyj?  Traher, 
Eumlkon  he*  dide  yem  slo ; 
Ascaped  non  bot  wyj?  wo;  6320 

SyJ?en  in  pes  ]fe  lond  gan  welde, 
&  longe  lyuede  til  gret*^  elde. 


When  Octavos 
gets  old. 


and  has  no  heir 
bat  a  girl, 
he  asks  who 
had  better 
marry  her, 
and  have  the 
land. 

Some  propose  a 
Roman; 

others,  Conan, 
the  king's 
relation. 


Karadak,the 
earl  of  Com- 


jf  De  consilio  Octani  -ger  Earadnki^m. 

Whan  he  had  regned®  )?is  lond  her, 
pe  tyme  of  to  &  J^ritty  ^  ^er,  6324 

He  sey  Jwt  of  hym  cam  ®  non  eyr 
Bot  a  maiden  child  right  feir; 
He  asked  who  moughte  his  doughter  haue, 
pis  lond  for  to  loke  &  saue.  6328 

ffele  of  his  frendes  seid  his  ®  reson, 
To  sende  to  Rome  for  a  baron. 
His  doughty  for  to  gyue  to  wyue; 
.  So  myghte  J^ey  pes  haue  in  J?er  lyue.  6332 

OJ?er  l?er  were  Jwt  loued  Conan, 
pe  kynges  cosyn,  a  noble  man; 
pey  conseilled  to  make  hym  ys  eyr, 
He  myghte  best,  in  ]7eir  espeir.^^  6336 

pen  spak  |?e  Erl  of  Comewaille, 


1  put  ]>am  of)>er  bussemenU 
^  shuk. 
^  sent, 

*  to  right  gode. 


•  regned  tn. 

7  MS.  yritty.    P.  ^tty. 

^  sawe  of  him  wcu, 

^®  ))i*  was  \>et  speire. 
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6340 


6344 


Sire  Earaduk:  he  seide,    ^saxxuz  faille 

*  He  ne  wolde  nought  coTiseiUe  J?er-to, 

*  ffor^  hit  were  nought  wel  to  do, 
'  To  make  his  eir  sire  ^  Conan ; 
'*  Bot  sende  after  Maxymian, 
**  pe  eldest  sone  of  Huelyn,' 
"  Eleynes  *  oosyn,  &  CoTistantyn : 
"  His  fader  ys  Breton,  ]>at^  is  certayn, 
"  &  on  his  moder  side  Romayn ; 
"  Gif  hym  ^y  doughter  in  manage; 
"  Wys  man  he  is,  &  wel  of  age. 
"  ^if  )?ou  gaf  hit  vntil  Conan, 

"  &  maried  J>y  doughter  to  anoJ?er  man, 

"  He  scholde  fonde,  when  he  myght®  wel, 

"  pe  lond  of  hym  to  wyime  ilk  del ;  6352 

"  He  scholde  )?enke,  &  fill  wel  myght, 

"  pat  hit  scholde^  be  his  jH)row  ryght; 


wall,  is  against 
Conao, 


and  recom- 
mends Maxi- 
mian, 

who  is  in  blood 
both  Briton 
and  Roman, 


6348  and  a  wise  man. 


Bot  ^yf  ^e  do  as  y  ^ow  seye, 
"  Of  pes  ys  \>er  non  o^er  weye/* 
pe  kyng  held  hym  to  Jwt  conseil ; 
per-fore  bygan  ^er  a  tyrpeyl® 
Bytwyxt  Conan  &  Karaduk; 
flTor  Conan  gan  Jnit  oJ?er®  rebuk, 
&  reuiled  ^^  hym  wy)?  wordes  )?ore ; 
&  ^if  he  had  durst,  he  wolde  more. 
Sire  Karaduk  held  ful  liteP^  awe 
Of  his  manace  or  of  his  sawe. 
pe  Isyng  bisoughte  sire  Karaduk 
To  sende  to  Eome  his  sone  Maurik/, 
&  preye  hym  vpon  alle  J^ynge 
Maxymian  to  Bretaigne  brynge. 


Deaf  28.] 

6356 


which  will  also 
secure  peace. 

OctavuB  agrees 
to  this. 


6360 


6364 


6368 


Conan  reriles 
Karaduk, 


but  he  cares 
■very  little  for 
it 

Octavus  asks 
Karaduk  to 
send  his  son 
Maurice  to 
Rome,  and 
fetch  Maxi- 


ne. 


'  heir  to  mak  his  cosyn, 

^Uonyn, 

^Heleyn,    Deaf  88,  col.  2.] 

*  iMfand  whan  he  mot 


7  pe  lond  suUL 

^  tirpeiie.     (Ft.  trepel,  Wace,  1. 
5967.) 
9  pe  lon^  to  pe  toPer. 
^°  Conan  aiouted, 
"  had  liteU. 
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224  MAXIMIAN  WEDS  OCTAVUS'S  DAUaHTEB. 


Maurice 

finds  Maximian 
dispating  with 
Valentine  and 
Gratian  for  the 
Roman  empire, 


and  advises  him 


to  marry 
Octavos's 
daughter, 
and  so  strength- 
en his  party. 


Whan  Mauryk  was  to  Rome  y-comen, 
He  saw  \Hit  grefc  pa7'ty  was  nomen 
Bytwixten  J^is  Maximian 
&  Valentyn  &  Gracian : 
pey  stryue  to  haue  }?e  empiK ; 
pe  hrepere  hadde  )?er  partie  most  seure.^ 
Sire  Maurik  ]7er  Maximian  fond, 
&  teldym  ^  he  was  of  J^ys  lond ; 
Anon  he  bad  liim,  *'  take  leue  '  of  Rome, 
'*  &  vntil  Bretaygne  smertly  come, 
"  pe  kynges  doughter  for  to  take; 
, "  pou  may  J?y  party  )?e  better  make." 


6372 


6376 


6380 


Maximian 
agrees, 


comes  to  South- 
ampton, 


and  gets  Oc- 
tavns's 
daughter  and 
Britain. 

Conan  makes 
war  on 

Octavus  and 
Maximian. 


jf  De  Maximiano  Bege. 

"When  Maximian  J^is  tydynges  herde, 

WiJ?   ioye   to  Bretayne   wyj?  Maurik   [he]* 
ferde : 

Was  non  abyd  ne  no  dwellynge 

Til  Maximian  com  to  pe  kyng6.  6384 

,  Maximian  at  Soutliaumptoun  gan  ryue, 

&  asked  J7C  kynges  doughter -to  wyue. 

pan  was  OctoMUs  al  at  ese ; 

Of  his  doughter  he  dide  hym  sese,  6388 

Wij?  al  )7e  reome*  ilkadel, 
.  &  bad  hym  richely  regne,  &  wel. 

jf  Conan  was  wro^,  &  made  gret  bost, 

He  alyed  hym  to  ]fe  Scottes  cost;  6392 

Octau^u^,  his  em,  he  gan  manace, 

&  Maximien  wi)?®  werre  dide  chace;     [leaf  ss,  back.] 

Bot  Maximian  gaf  nought  of  hym ; 

He  stod  ageyn  Conan  fill  grym.  6396 


*  pe  brewer  pe  better  pzrtie. 

^  told  him, 

'  bad  him  leue  aft  psA, 


*he. 

*  jr  aUe  rengne, 

Uo. 


Clear  S8,  back.] 
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6400 


6404 


fful  often  Conan  of  hym  wan, 
So  dide  of  hym  Maximian : — 
Hit  ys  ^r  chaunce  )wt  werre  bygynne, 
Vm while  to  lese,  vmwhile^  to  Wynne. — 
Whan  ]>ei  to-gederc  had  werreyed  longe, 
Men  of  gode  ^ede  J^ejrm  amonge, 
Dide  ]>em  acorde  in  loue  &  pes, 
.  So  )>at  Maximian  nought  ne  les ; 
He  highte  hym,  for  his  ernes  ^  sake, 
A  riche  man  he  scholde  hym  make, 
pre*  ^er  in  pes,  wyjH)uten  fight, 
He  drow  to  tresour  J?at  he  myght ; 
He  seide  he  wolde  assaye  J>e*  chaunce, 
Oner  se  to  wende,  &  wynne  ffraunce, 
&  fro  J^eTine  wende  to*  Rome, 
Of  his  enemys  to  make  dome. 
And  of  alle  )wt  wyj?  hem  helde,  [leaf  28,001.2.] 

Ageins  hym  fyghtjmgc  in  [J>e]*  felde. 


Some  times  one 
side  wins, 
sometimes  the 
other, 


till  at  last  they 
make  peace. 


6408 


After  three 
years  Maximian 
resolves  to 


conquer  France 
and  Rome. 


6412 


f  De  natiigacearoe  Haximiani  versos  Armoricham. 


When  he  had  folk,  &  was  redy, 
To  schipe  |?ey  wente  hastily. 
Toward  south-west  J?ey  passed  J?e  se, 
Aryued  vp  in  a  centre; 
Armorich^  was  )>enne  pe  name, 
,  Bot  now  hit  ha);  an  o)>er  fietme. 
Humbald  was  j^er-in  lord  &  sire, 
Of  Armoriche  he  held  ]>enpire ; 
He  dide  somoune  all^  his  barons, 
A-wey  to  chace,  &  fell«^  |?e  Bretons, 
pe  Bretons  were  of  wel  more  myght ; 


He  sails,  with 
(5416  W.  host, 


to  Armorica, 


6420 


18  opposed  by 
6424  ""«°""'*'*' 


'  9om  tyme  to  lose  som  tyme. 
^  he  het  him  ^nfor  his  earn, 
"fiTe'sayg  Geoflfirey. 
^  wild  stande  to. 


^  fro  ^en  vnto. 

*  ogayH  himfightand  in  l^e, 

7  to  chace  away. 
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22G         MAXIMUN  BESTOWS  AKMORICA  ON  CONAK, 


but  puts  the 
Armoricans  to 
flight, 

and  kills  15,000 
of  them. 
Maximian 
rejoices, 


and  says  to 
Conan, 


"  You  see  this 
foir  country. 


well  wooded, 
and  watered. 

I  give  it  you. 


You  were  pro- 
mised Great 
Britain,  and 
lost  it  for  me. 


I  give  you  this 
land  instead.'* 


Humbaldes  men  )?ey  slowe  doun  right, 

pey  nadde^  no  force  to  tume  agein; 

Alle  ]>ey  fledde,  knyght  &  swayn;  6428 

Bot  fiftene  j^ousand  wer  J>er  dayn. 

&  Maximien  gan  tume*  ageyn, 
.  &  ioyful  was  \>at  he  so  spedde : — 
,  pat  lond  held  women,  pe  men  were  fledde : — ' 

He  tok  sire  Conan  by  )?e  hond,*  6433 

&  on  hym  low  wyj?  god  semblaunt/ ;  ® 

"  Conan,**  he  seide,  "|?ou  art  doughti; 

"  To  manne  Armoriche^  \k)\i  were  worthi,  6436 

"  Sestow  now  )?is  faire  eontre, 

"  flnl  plentyuous  &  ful  ayse;^ 

"  pe  lond  to  tyle,  god  ys  to  wyime; 

"  Wodes,  watres,  ynowe  J?er-jnne,  6440 

"  fforestes  fulle  of  ful  fayr  dere, 

"  ffresche  ryue7's  ese  A  ner; 

"  Y  ne  sey  nere  in  al®  my  lyue 

"  A  fairer  lond,  ne  more  ®  plentyue.  6444 

"  On  pe,  Conan,  y  vouehe  hit  saue, 
.  "  pat  Jwu  hit  welde  wy)?  ioye,  &  hane. 

"  Bretaygne  )>e  grete  was  )?e  bet, 

*'  &  on  )7e  hit  were  ful  wel  byset;  6448 

"  Bot  for  me  'pou  hast  hit  lorn, 

*'  per-for6  to  me  yuel  hastow^^  bom; 

"  ffbr-gyue  me  now  ilk  a  del, 

"  &  haue  ]?is  lond,  &  brouk  hit  weL  6452 

.  "  pis  ys  \>e  heste  ^  pat  y  pe  bight ; 
.  "  &  bettcre  y  wolde,  tyf  J?at  y  ^*  ''  myght ; 

"  Pys  lond  we  schoUe  '*  dense  of  )?yse, 


3  MS.  turned, 

3  had  wonnen  pefolk  was  fled, 

<  hande. 

*  louh  wiihfaire  semblande. 

^  to  hafa  retime, 

7  wele  ese, 

^  I,  sawe  never  in. 


•  80  f aire  a  lond  ne  so, 
*o  ttf  wiU  to  me  )>etfir  has. 
»  hete.    (see  1.6405-6.) 
"  jr  6««er  sa9  whan  ,L  haf, 
"  One  stroke  too  many  in 
MS.  m. 
"  saft. 


the 
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"  pen  schulk '  }>e  Bretons  ^e  lond  iustise ; 

"  Non  oj^er  folk  schulle^  dwelle  J?er-ynne; 
.  "  pen  may  Jh)u  weldit  al  ^  wyj?  wynne." 

Conan  of  hym  receyued  \fe  gy&e, 
,  &  Maximian  to  kyng  hym  lyfle ; 

And  Conan  made  hym  J?er  fewte, 

Of  hym  to  holde  hit  euere  301  fe.^ 


6456 


Conan  accepts 

6460  ^^  P^*' 

and  does  fealty 
to  Maximian 
for  it. 


jf  Brjrtaiinia  Mynor  conquesta  est  per  Majdmianum. 

jf  Maximian  spak  to  J?e  kyng : 

"  pis  lond  is  Bretones  wynnyng,  6464 

"  &  for  )>at  ilke  encheson 

"  pat  hit  is  co7iquer6d  ]k>tow*  Bretoun, 

"  Hit  schal  hote  |?e  Lease  ®  Bretayne, 
.  "  And  we  Bretons  to  be  cheuentayne ;  *       6468 
.  "  And  y  comaonde  tow  alle  oliche/  Df.28.biL,coi.i.] 
.  "  pat  noman  callc  hit  Armoriche." 

ffro  Jwt  day  vntil  ]?is  same, 

Of  Armoriche  hit  loste  ^e  name ; 

&  now  ys  hit  eald  Bretaigne  wy|?  alle ; 

I  trowe  ]>at  name  schal  neuere  Mle. 

Maximien,  til  his  demeynes 

He  sesed  J?e  faire  cite  of  Rejmes. 

pat  were  )?6r-ynne,  J>e  toun  )>enne  left, 

Durste  neuere  non  of  )?eym  ryse  efte. 

Maximian  ye^  lond  tok, 

Tonnes  &  casteles  dide  he  lok  ;  ^  6480 

ffaire  countres  ou6r  al  he  fond, 

Bot  J>er  were  none  myght«  tyle  |?e  lond ; 

He  ]K)ughte  he  wolde  to  Bretaigne  sende 
.  After  men,  bo)?e  sibbe  &  fremde,  6484 


As  Britons 
have  conquered 
Armorica, 
Maximian 
changes  its 
name  to  the 
Less  Britain; 


64J2 


6476 


and  it  is  now 
called  Britany. 


Maximian 
seizes  Reynes. 


But  as  he  finds 
few  people  in 
Little  Britain, 
he  imports 
from  Great 
Britain 


'  weld  pe  lond, 

*  hold  aU  his  fe. 

*  conquest  porgh, 

*  it  sa9  hate  Usee. 


7  onlyche, 

•ffstpe.    Deaf  88.3 

^  constables  castels  did  lake, 

P  2 
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100,000  la- 
bourers, 

and  30,000  men 
of  arms. 


Then  Conan 
is  crowned 
king, 

and  Maximian 
goes  his  way, 

conquers 
France  and 
Lorraine, 


takes  Rome, 


and  becomes 
the  Utb 
Emperor  after 
Augustas, 


AJ).  377. 


.  pe  loud  to  multeplie  &  to  tyle,^ 

.  pat  o^er  ^er-io  ne  scholde  haue  skyle. 

He  dide  come  of  pore  pedaillc 

An  hundred  J?o\isand  pat  myghte  trauaille,  6488 
*To  laboure  &  to  tyle  )?er  fode; 

Wy);  Jnitty  jH)usand  men  of  armes  gode, 

pe  londe  fro  enemis  to  fende  &  were, 
.  pat  Vtlandeys  scholde  J>em  nought  der«.*      6492 

penne  was  Conan  corouned  kyng, 

&  hadde  )?e  regne  al  in  kepynge, 
.per-ynne*  to  lyue  &  to  deye, 

And  Maximian  wente  for);  his  weye.  6496 

A  Is  he  wente,  Maximian^ 

ffraunce  &  al  Lorreyne*  he  wan. 

Hym  Jwughte  hit  was  nought  ^it  ynow; 

To  Rome  he  Jwughte,  &  JAder  he  drow;     _6500 
.  He  J?oughte  to  venge  hym  |>e7ine  of  \>o 
.  pat  greued  hym  at  Rome,  when  he  scholde  go;*^ 

&  )?o  hre^ere  to  brynge  to  yuel  ®  fyn, 

Bo^  Gracien  &  sire  Valentyn.  6504 

He  com  to  Rome  ful  hastely;' 

pat  o  broj^e?'  tok  he  par®  maystry; 

pat  oJ?er  he  dide  wyj?  force  fle, 

&  held  )?empire  in  dignite.  6508 

.  pen  was  ho  )?e  fourtenJ?e  ®  Emperowr 
.  Sy)?en  August^^s,  Jwt  bar  )?e  flour : 
.  pe  date  of  Crist  )?en  was  }m«  euene, 
.  pre  hundred  ^er,  seuenty  &  seuene.  6512 


^  8c  for  to  pupUae  pe  land  j*  tile, 
2-2  Sf  pritty  pousand  of  knyghted 
gode, 
to  fende  J>am  to  tile  Pet  fode, 
'  >er/or. 
*  loirenge. 


*  w/<an  he  Rome  first  yedefro, 

•  i7/e. 

7  austerly, 

^  pe  tuo  breper  toke  par, 

^  four  tend. 
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ff  De  Dynoto,  Cnstode  due  Bege^  &  de  Vrstila,  filia 
einsd^m,  &  .ig.  Mt  Yirgumniy  tarn  per  tempesta- 
tern  quB,m  apt^d  Cobniam,  occisiB  per  Saradenos* 

11/ ben  Maximian  ferde  fro  Bretaigne, 

Of  Dynotis  mad  he  cheftayne/ 
To  kepe  *  )?e  lond  til  his  bihoue ; 
Sot  trewe  &  feyjrful  he  dide^  hjnoi  proue.  6516 
Sire  Karaduk,  Jnitfc  y  spak  of*  byfom, 
Was  Dynotis  hroper,  &  ^onge  *  bom ; 
Bot  ded  JTat  tyme  was  Karaduk; 
&  his  sone,  ]Hxt  highte  sire  Mauryk, —         6520 
pat  ^ede  to  Rome  in  Octauud  message — 
WyJ?  Dyanot  he  kepte^  his  heritage. 
A  donght^r  had  Dianot,  &  no  ma;  [if.28.bk. 
Hure  name  was  cald  dame^  Vrsula. 

.  po  }?at  were  dryuen  fro  Armoriche, 
pe  Frensche  &  ^y  felawed  o-liche,® 
&  rysen®  ageyn  Conan  to  fight; 
Bot  Conan  meyntende  wel  his  right; 
ffor  j^eym^ne  loste  he'®  neuere  nought 

.  Whan  )?ey  on  hym  bataille  sought, 
pen  was  Conan  meued  of  skyle  ^^ 
Hys  lond  to  edefie  &  to  tyle;*^  6532 

&  Jwt  yey  moughte  ye  sikerere  lyue, 
Wyues  he  J?oughte  hem  for  to  gyue. 
ffrensche  wymen  wolde^*  )?ey  non  take, 
pat  ]fer  blod  no  monge  scholde^*  make,       6536 


Maximian  has 
left  Dianot  in 
charge  of  Great 
Britain. 


.,  col.  2.]  Dianot  has  one 
6o24j  Ursula. 


Conan  pats 
down  a  rebel- 
lion in  Bri- 
6528  tany. 


Conan  wants 


wives  for  his 
men ; 

and,  as  they 
^.  won't  take 
French  women, 


*  ceiftayn, 

^ffkepL     LleafS9,ooL2.> 
^for  a  hie  man  did. 

*  Karaduk  bro\>eT  ./.  spak. 
^  was  Dinotm  jf  yongere. 

^  with  Dianoth  had. 
7  )>a<  maiden  hight. 


^ftdoikis  ff  pei^eand  oUke. 

•  ros, 

***  |>cm  he  les. 

^^  todo  his  folk  be  more  J^rgh  skitf. 

*2  4*  ^^  '^'*^  herberw  §f  tiit. 

^^jTdnkis  women  wild, 

^*  monye  suld. 
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Conan  sends  to 
Dianot 

for  his  daughter 

Ursula  for  him- 

sel^ 

aud  plenty  of 

marriageahle 

girls 

of  difierent 

ranks  for  his 

men. 


Dianot  agrees 
to  send  Ursula 
to  Conan, 


vith  11,000 
Tirgins  of  gentle 
blood, 

and  60,000  of 
the  prettiest 
girls  of  lower 
rank. 


Thej  take  ship 
at  London,  and 
sailofE: 


To  haue  cleym  Jwrow  heritage, 

Ne  dowarye  lH)row  mariage. 
.  Vntil  no  blod  wolde  |?ey  hem  bynde, 
.  Bot  only  to  'per  owene  kynde;  6540 

periore  Conan  sente  his  sonde 

To  Dianot,  }Hit  kepte  pis  londc, 

"  To  sende  hym  his  doughter  Vrsele — 
.  "  WiJ?  non  oper  wolde  he  dele, —  6544 

"  And  gentil  damysels  vngyuen,^ 
.  "  pat  able  to  mennes  companye  were  '  Jrryuen, — 

**  Squyers'  doughtres,  &  frankelayns, 
.  **  To  gyue  hem  to  knyghtes  &  to  swayns,        6548 

*'  Oper  maidens  comen  of  )?ralles, 

"  To  be  maried  as  J?em  falles; 

"  Alle  pat  he  myghte,  he  schold*  hym  sende, 

"  WiJ?  waryson  he  schold*  pern  mende/'     6552 

Dynot  graunted  to  sende  hym  hyre, 

&  riehely  pen  dide  hure  atyre; 

Alle  )k)  pat  he  gete  myght, 

Lordynges*  doughtres  wel  adight:  6556 

jf  Enleuen  J?ousand^  J?ey  were  by  tale, 

Of  gentil  blod,^  grete  &  smale ;  ^ 

Oper  pat  were  of  lower  kynde, 
.  pe  auenauntest  JTey  myghte®  fynde,  6560 

Sexty  )70usand,®  so  many  per  ware, 

Redy  to  schipen  ouer^^  to  fare, 

Wel  dight  ilkon  for  pe  nones. 

At  Londone  j^ey  schiped  at  ones,"  6564 

&  drowe  per  sail  heye  vpon  mast; 

Bytaughte  pern  God,  &  seyled  fast. 


*  lenUii  douhtres  vngyuen. 
'  \fdi  were  qfwaxdam  jr  weie, 
^  sergeanz, 

*8Uld. 

'  hrdes, 

^eJUuen.    [leaf  88,  back.] 

f  women. 


^  auenant  \>vU  ^i  mot, 

*  quarante  mil,   Wace,  L  285,  1. 
6169. 

^^  schip  ouer  se, 

"  P.  inserts,— 
whan  pet  had  aU  ptU  )>amfeU  nede, 
^  were  hitaght  >o  >am  sM  lede. 
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jf  When  JTey  were^  in  deppest  flod, 

&  wenden  ban  had  passage^  god, 

Ros  a  tempest,  rorande  loude,* 

&  reyned  al  doun  wy)?  a  blak*  cloude. 

Derk  was  ^e  skye,  gret  was  )?e  reyn, 

pe  wynd  was  wod  [&]  );em*  ageyn ; 

pe  sky  ferd  as  hit  scholde  doun  falle; 

Wonder  wawes  agaste  ]fem  alle. 

So  pey  arysen  on®  ouer  anoj^er, 

pat  )>eym  nauaillede^  mast  ne  roj^er ; 

pe  wynd,  J>e  water,  so  fiwte  pey  fiiught, 

pern  to  saue  was  non  Jwt  )K)iight.® 

prytty  schipes®  ]fer  were  nomo, 

po  sexti  jH)usand  to  de)?e  ^ede  )?o, 

pe  dpere  enleuene  ful^^  fer  were  dryuen, 

,  In  Barbarie  J?ey  vp  aryuen : 
Two  Samsyns  were  kynges  of  pris, 
pat  on  highte  Melga,  Jwt  oJ>er  Gwanis. 
Gwanis  ^^  was  kyng  of  Huneys ; 
Melga,  of  Peyghtes  was  kynge,  hit  seia 
pyse  Sarasynes  wolde  han  leyn  hem  by, 
Bot  J>ey  nolde  of  no  vileny, 
Leuere  )?em  were  deye  wyj?  drede, 

.  pan  to  lecherye  )?er  bodies  bede. 

,  Wi]?  martirdom  ^y  dide  hem  deye ; 

.  At  Coloyne  now,  men  sais,  )?ei  lye. 


6568 

A  terrific 
tempest  rites, 


G572 


6576 


sinks  30  ships, 
aKQ{\  aod drowns  the 
^^^"  60,000  low- 
bom  virgin^. 
The  other 
11,000  are 
[leaf  29.]  carried  to 
g.g^Barb«y, 

the  land  of 
kings  Melga 
and  Gwanis. 

Rather  than  do 
6588  lechery,  the 

1 1,000  yirgins 
suffer  martyr- 
dom, 

and  now  lie  at 
g5j)2  Cologne,  men 


i^enne  herde  Jise  to  Sarsyns  seye 

pat  J>e  force  of  Bretaigne  was  aweye, 
How  gret  host  wyj>  Maximian  went, 
&  to  Conan  )nitty  )?ousand  sent; 


Two  Saracen 
kings  hear  how 
Britain  is  left 
undefended. 


6596 


'  wende  haf  muf  passage  Sf, 
^  One  stroke  too  many  for  the  ^ 
in  the  MS. 
*  m^k  was  pe  $kie  grete  was  pe. 


^  so  grete  risand  one. 

7  auailed  nouht, 

^  notthi  to  aaue  nouht  ne  doukt, 

*  scippes, 

^^  pe  elleuenfer. 

"  Ivains,  Wace,  i.  287,  L  6218. 
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They  gather  a 
host,  sail  to 

Scotland, 
pour  into  the 


North  country, 
and  waste  it ; 
pass  to  the  • 
South,  and 
meet  no  foes 
but  husband- 
men. 


who  flee  or  are 
kiUed. 

How  can  a  land 
defend  itself 
without  men  of 
arms? 


The  Britons 
•endmessengers 
to  Maximian  at 
Home, 


.  What  wyj?  Jwt  on,  what  wyj?  Jwt  o)?er, 

per  lefte  no  force  agayns  non  o)«r. 

What  dide  Melga  &  Quaneis, 
.  Bot  gadred  ost  of  Outlandeys.  6600 

.  Wi);  gret  nauye  o  )?e  se  J?ey  ^  ryde, 

&  comen  in  bMc  by  ScoUande  syde; 

WyJ?  werw  &  wo  j^ey  dide  gret  noye, 
.  ffor  Westmorland  al  gon  JTey  struye ;  6604 

Al  J>e  norths  eontre  ]>ey  wasted. 

pey  passed  Humber,  &  southe  hem  hasted; 

Non  encountre*  J?ey  ne  fond, 

Bot  husbonde-men  \>ai  tyled  lond,  6608 

&  werkmen,  &  o^er  pedaille 

pat  eouJ?e  nought  werre  ne  of  bataille ; 
.  ^if  any  swyche  stod  ought  'agayn, 

Wy]?  armed  men  sone  were  j^ey  slayn.         6612 
.  Ilk  man  fro  his  owen  gan  fle, 

&  }k)  J?at  ne  myghte,  slayn  was  he: 

How  scholde  Jwt  londe  kepe  hym  fro  harmes,* 

pat  naked  ys  of  men  of  armes?*  6616 

.  A  lond  hedles^  in  tyme  of  nede, 
.  Oner  al  ]fSLnne  ys  sorewe  &  drede ; 

&  so  was  ]>enne  bot  cry  &  kare, 
.  Of  socour  &  help  )?ey  were  al  bare ;  6620 

Bot^  while  )?ey  hadde  ^r  bolde  barons, 

Sauelike®  held  ]>ey  per  castels  &  touns; 
.  Ouer  alle  landes  J^ey  schewed  ^r^  myghtes, 
.  pe  whyles  *®  J?ey  hadde  ]fer  noble  knyght^s.  6624 
.  pen  chose  )>ey  of  most  bolde  ^^  &  fers, 

&  sent  hem  to  Rome  as  messegers 

ffor  help  vnto  Maximian ; 


^  trifli  a  gretejlete  onjlode  to. 

Deaf  S9,  back,  col.  2.] 
-  in  no  countre. 
'  any  of  swiA  stode. 

*  How  stild  a  hnd  he  dredtde, 

*  J>a*  ofknigthes  es  al  nakyd. 


^  heuedleM, 

7  to.  •  Sauefy, 

•  pet  mustird, 

i»  to  whfle, 

"  Pti  ches  >a/  were  baldest. 
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And  he  'pern  sende  sire  Gracian; 

Wy|?  bym  come  two  legyons 

pat  wel  socoured  )>e  Bretoims ; 

pise  Sarsynes  *  )?eues  |?ey  drof  awey, 

In  til  Irland  ilkon  fled  pej. 

jf  In  J?ys  tyme  at  Home  ros  Valentyn 

Wy)>  al  hys  kynde,  em  &  cosyn; 
,  Wy);  hym  com  kynges  *  of  Jtc  Est, 

Mo  jTan  twenty,  as  seyj?  ^  J?e  Qesfc ; 
.  Bot  jTorow  treson,  y  ne  wot  how, 

Algate  Maximian  )?ey  slow. 

pe  Bretons  pat  Maximian  ledde, 

Summe  )?ey  slowe,  somme  were  fledde ; 

pail  sesed  Valentyn  Rome*  al  efte, 

Al  )>at  Maximian  hym  refte. 


6628  ai^d  be  s^dB 
liack  Gratian 
with  two 
l^onn, 

who  ^rive  the 
/;/>Qo  Saracen  thieyes 
^^^^awaytoIrelancL 

Bat  in  Rome, 
Valentine  rebels 
against  Maxi- 


6636 


kills  him. 


6640 


and  seizes 
Rome. 


JT  Be  Sege  Graciano  Komano. 

Kys  tydyng  com  to  Gracian,  [ieaf2o,coLa.] 

How  Valentyn  slow*  Maxymian;  6644 

&  saw  he  was  here  cheuentayne,® 

&  dide  hym  coroune  kyng  of  Bretayne, 

And  bar  hym  heye  as  a  Tyraunt, 

flbr  )?is  was  his  custume  &  his  haunt,  6648 

Pouere  men  to  do  j^em  wo ; 

Out  of  per  right  he  put  fem  fro, 
.  &  fill  manye  of  )?eym  he  slow ; 

pe  riche  he  louede  wel  ynow.  6652 

What  dide  pe  mene  folk  &  pe  pedaille?^ 

Samned  J?em  a  gret  bataille ; 
.  To  pryue  conseilJe  J>ey  gon  pern  renge, 


Gratian  gets 
crowned  king 
of  Britain, 

tarns  tyrant, 


and  does  poor 
men  woe. 


For  which  the 
mean  folk 


1  ^8  Scucins,  (les  hulagnes,  Wace, 
i.  289, 1.  6253.) 

3  Theodosius,  so  sais.     (O  Th^ 
sien  d'Orient,  IFac«,  i  289,  L  6258.) 


*  Valentyn  seised  ait  eft.  [leaf  40.] 
^  >al  he  was  dede. 

•  he  saw    him  self   cheftan,    P. 
transposes  this  line  and  L  6666. 

'  poueTaile. 
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take  him  pri- 
sooer,  and  cut 
•him  in  pieces. 


On*  Gracian  )?ey  wolde  hem  venge. 
.  pey  byseded  hym  sodeynly,^ 
.  &  token  hym  sy)?en  -par  maistri, 
&  his  body  al  to-hewe, 
pe  peces  vntil  hoimdes  J?rewe. 
pe  Romayns  J?at  were  wyj?  him  comen, 
Smertly  a-geyn  to  Rome  )?ey  nomen. 


6656 


6660 


Melga  and 
Guaneys 

come  from  Ire- 
land 


with  Norsemen, 
Danes,  Scots, 
&c., 

and  pillage  and 
bum  the 
country. 

The  Britons 
cannot  stop 
them, 


6664 


6668 


jf  De  captiuitate  Bryta/^Ilie. 

Melga  Guaneys^  herde  wel  how 
pat  )7e  poraille*  Gracian  slow; 
.  ffi-o  Irlond  }>ey  come,  ful  ^  fayn 
.  pat  sire  Gracian  was  so  slayn ; 

pey  gadered  alle  );e  outlandeys 

Of  Norwey  men,  wyj?  )?e  Daneys, 

&*  }?e  Scottes  wy\>  men  of  Irland, 

&  ouer-sette  alia  Northumberlande ; 

pey  passed  Humber,  pylede^  &  brent. 

pen  sawe  )?e  Bretons  )?er  lond  al  schent,       6672 
^ .  &  J?ey  hadde  no  myght  to  stoppe  ]fer  weye,* 
.  ffor  nought  Jnit  }?ey  couJ?e  don  or  seye ; 
.  No  )?rowe  in  pes  ne  myghte  )?ey  reste ; 
.  per-opon  J?ey  conseilled  what  was  pe  beste.  6676 


and  send  to  the 
senators  at 
Rome 


j[  Hie  misem^t  Briton^^  ad  Bomanos  pro  defenceo^ 

jf  pey  sente  vnto  j^e  senatot^rs 
Of  Rome  for  help  &  socours, 
Ab  men  ]?at  )?ey  most  on  affied. 


'of, 

^  pe  hiseged  him.  priveh/. 
'  Melga  Guanis,    (Ganis  et  Ma- 
gan,  Wace,) 

*  poueraUe,  ('vilain,TFace,  L  6281.) 

*  if  were. 


^of. 

'  robbed, 

*  P.  puts  here,  for  the  next  line, 

jr  fferfolk  80  schamly  deie. 
^  myghi  stop  wde. 
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&  in  semage  to  ]^m  alyed,  6680 

To  helpe  hem  on  haste  now  in  fer  nede, 

ffor  ay  J^ey  lyue  wy)?  pylonrs^  in  drede; 

&  jTey  ne  scholde  neucre,  for  wele  ne  wo, 

More  out  of  J^er  conseil  do,*  6684 

Bot  telde  hem  ]>at  )?eym  oughte  to  haue, 

tyf  pej  *  wolde  helpe  now  J>eyin  to  saue. 

Bot  J>e  Romayns  forgete  nought 

What  schame  byfom*  }?ey  had  hem*  wrought 

So  often  &  so  fele  sy)?e  6689 

Whan  pey  moughte  )>er  felonye  ky]w; 

Natheles,  twoo  legions*  pej  sent, 

pat  sone  come,  as  hap  J^em  lent,  G692 

&  deliuered  J>em  of  )?er  enemys : 

To  Scotland  fledden  Melga  Gwanis. 


for  help, 


promisiDg 


to  pay  them 
tribute. 

The  Romans 
remember  the 
Britons*  former 
rebelliousness, 


but  they  send 
two  legions, 
who  put  Melga 
to  flight, 


f  lam  Bomany  venerant^  &  fiery  fecern^^t  TILuxum  de 
Thurlwal. 


.  pys  Eomayns  dide  J^em  conseyl  take, 
.  A  wal  vpon  a  dik  to  ^  make 
.  ffro  )?e  est  se  vnto  ®  J?e  west, 
,  Agayns  ^r  foos  to  saue  J^em  best. 
Ston  yey  dide  gaderc  &  graue, 
.  &  masons  alle  ]>ai  ]>ej  myghte  haue ; 
.  Ouer-)?wert  ]?e  lond,  J^at  ys,  ]?e  brede, 
pey  made  Jtc  wal  ar  )7at  ]^y  jede, 
jf  flfor  by  )?e  northe  ende  come  alle  J>o 
pat  to  }>e  lond  broughte  werre  or  wo. 
pat  contre  hight  Jwt  tyme  Deyre, 
.  Of  Jris  half  |7e  wal  in  ^ork-schire ; 


and  then  resolve 
ggQg  to  build  a  wall 
across  the  land. 


They  get 

6^^^  and  mions 
build  the  wall 


6704 


to  keep  out  foes 
from  the 
North, 


^  with,  robbours  hfued  ait  day. 

[leaf40,coLa.] 

»  go,     (n'lBtront,  Wace,  1.  6294.) 

'»/^ci.  *  MS.  6K/brm. 


*  whBi  to  Knn  befor  J^'. 
'  neuer^eles  agayn.    (Une  legion 
Bolement,  Wace,  i.  291, 1.  6299.) 


7  did. 


^  est  vnto. 
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the  Ficts'  land. 


Men  are  set  to 
watch  the  wall. 


The  Romans  go 

south, 

call  the  British 

lords  together 

in  London, 

and  warn  them 
that  no  Ro- 
mans will  come 
there  again ; 

the  BritoDS 
must  learn 
arms,  and  de- 
fend them- 
selves. 

The  Britons 
protest 

Then  a  wise 
Roman 


pats  the  Roman 
view  of  the  case: 


,  On  jwt  oper  half,  y  vnderstande, 

,  Men  caldit  j^e^ine  ]?e  Peytes  lande.^  6708 

When  )?y8  land*  was  al  dight, 

&  wardeyns  set  boJ?e'  day  &  nyght 

)?at  wal  for  to  defende  &  lok, 

pat  )?ey  namorc  sca]?e  ne  tok,  6712 

Toward  )?e  southe  gan  j;ey  wende 
,  Whan  ye  wal  was  brought  to  ]?e  ende. 

At  Londone  pej  sette  a  Parlement; 

pe  heye  folk  of  alle,  )?yder  J?ey  went,  6716 

porwout  ]?e  lond  ilka  lordynge; 

And  ]fua  J^ey  seyde  at  j?er  sampninge: 

"  We  wole  wende  fro  ^ow  to  Rome, 
. "  &  neuere  hider  sende  ne  come.  6720 

"  Be  ^e  doughty,  &  lere);  *  of  armes, 

"  &  quykly  defende  ^ow  fro  *  harmes, 

"  ffor  we  ne  mowe  come  so  fer  viage, 

"  Ne  endure  )?e  grete  costage."*  6724 

.  pe  Bretons  seyde  alle  ^er  geynes. 
.  penne  stirte  vp  On  of  )?e  Romayns, 

A  wys  man  &  a  wel  spekande, 

&  seyde,  "  Lordynges  of  j^ys  land,  6728 

"  Lystne)?^  now  til  y  haue  seyd ; 

"  pe  Romayns  reson  on  me  ys  leyA 


Nota. 

**  Many  a  loss 
have  we  and 
our  ancestors 
suffered  for  you 
Britons, 


f  Hie  Bomany  tragam  renuera;^t  pro  toto  tempore, 
sie  dixerant. 

«  T  ordes/'  he  seide,  *'  mani  a  ®  lore 

^  "  Haue  we  sufited  j^is  lond  fore ;         6732 
"  &  byfore  [vs],®  our6  auncessours 
"  ffor  ^ow  han  had  ful  harde  stours. 


'  cold  it  pan  Peihiloml 

2  wan.     (tot,  Wacey\.  6314.) 

*bi. 

Uere. 

«  dtfend  )our. 


^  ffirr  we  ne  may  suffre  pe  costage, 

no  often  com  no  fer  viage, 

[leaf  40.  hack.] 
'  listens. 
^  mang  tgme.  •  be/or  vs. 
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Truage  ^e  gaf,  &  vmwhile  *  nought ; 

When  we  hit  hadde,  deve  was  ^  hit  bought ; 

Litel  )7erof  were  we  amended,  6737  and  litde  have 

ffor  ay  for  ^ow  wel  more  we  spended.'  we  got  for  it. 

^yf  o  ^er  til  vs  we  ye  hit  ^olde,  if  you  paid 

Two  ^er  after  ^e  ne  wolde ;  6740  1^,^^%, 

^yf  o  kynges  tyme  ye  were  vs  trwe,  stopt  it  the 

To  so  mykel  after  *  ^our  wrong  was  newe,- 

Til  whan  ye  mighte  onst  stonde*^  ageyn — 

Ne  louede  ye  neuere  man  Romayn ; 

Ay  when  we  come  to  J^ys  lond, 

To  lese  oure  right  som  cheson  ye  fond, 

And  oJ7er  wronges  til  vs  y-nowe ; 

An[d]  alderworst,^  oure  men  ^e  slowe.       6748  and  killing  our 

Now  ze  haue  nede,  ;e  vs  byseke,  [if.».hk,coi.2j  ™®°*      ^    . 

AJTli.  t.  x^i-  1  Now  you're  in 

And  net  vs  pa/nne  to  ben  vs  meke.  need,  you  pro- 

mise to  be 
meek ;  but 
6752  when  we've 
helpt  you  be- 
fore, you've 
ahways  been 
worse  to  us 
afterwards. 

6756 


next 


6744  ^ou  never 
liked  us  Ro- 
mans. 
You  were 
always  rebelling 


Whan  we  han  holpen  ^o^  in  cas, 

pen  do  ^e  wors,  &  more  trespas ; 

Til  vs  ye  ber^  ^ow  as  lyouns, 

&  waytes^  vs  wy)?  sum  tresons 

flTor  to  wy)?-halden  vs  oure  right, 

OJ?er  yuel  hit  gyuen,®  &  JTat  wij?  fyght. 

Wel  bettere  were  hit  al  for-sake, 

pan  suffre  J>e  wo  we  j7er-for6  take ; 

Our  oostes  ar  grete,  &  [we]  wone®  fer  hej?en, 

&  ye  haue  ay  nede,  &  ar  byne)?en;  6760 

&  we  ne  mowe  nought^®  come  al  day. 

Do)>  now  ^our  self  as  ^e  best  may ! 

May  we  ones  take  til  Borne, 

flTor  no  man  eft  schol  we  here  come. 

To  saue  ^our  self,  bygynne)?^^  now, 


We  mean  to 
give  you  up. 


"We  can't  come 

to  you  every 

day. 

Get  on  as  you 

^'^*  We  shaU  never 

come  from 
Borne  again 


'  som  ^pne, 

*  we, 

*  more  for  yow  we  kaf  diependid. 
^  tuys  ala  myheU, 

'  to  while  ye  myght  ouht  stand, 

*  aldermast. 


7  wcUte, 

®  OMcr  wikfy  gif. 

^  Itis  grete  caste  we, 

^^  we  may  not  ait  way, 

"  higynnes,    [leaf  40,  back,  ooL  2.] 
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to  protect  you. 

(( 

Yoar  ancestors 

a 

were  bold 

tt 

conquerors. 

Nota. 

a 

u 

They  took  care 
of  themselves ; 

but  you  can't. 

What  it's  along 
of,  I  don't 
know, 

that  you  can't 
defend  your- 
selves. 

Change,  and 
grow  bold  1 

u 

For  now  a  rout 
of  barbarians 
frightenB  you. 

WeVe  put  a 
wall  across  the 
worst  place,  for 
you. 


Mind  yon 
guard  it  well. 

Stopinyaders 
landing,  too. 
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ffoT  we  namor^  wil  mayntene  tow. 

Wytel?  wel,*  ^oor  auncessours: 

Wer6  bolde  &  hardy  corwiuerrours,  6768 

jf  Belyn/  ConstaTityn/  &  Maxymian/,  Bljtomwi 

Alle  londes  to  Rome  );ey  wan;      Inp^rator^. 

pey  mayntend  hem  self,  &  dide  prowesse. 

Bot  now  of  ^ow,  oper  weis  hit  esse  !  *      6772 

T  ne  wot  wher-on  hit  ys  long,' 

On  ^ow^^r  ne  come)?  non  oft*  so  strong 

pat  ^e  ne  myghte  ^ow  self  defende^ 

^yf  any  grace  on  ^ow  myghte  desende.*^  6776 

Bot  ye  [are]  ®  al  gon  out  of  kynde ; 

^our  wikkednesse  now  ^e  fynde! 

Tume)?  ageyn,  &  wexe^^  bolde, 

&  jTcnkes®  on  ^our  auncestr^s  olde,  6780 

pat  Tiche  regions  conquered ! 

ffor  fyght  ne  fondyng  were  \>ey  ferd. 

fful  late  schul  ye  now  conquere, 

Syn  ®  route  of  rascaille  may  ^ow  ay  fer^  6784 

Now  schal  bi  sene  what  hit  schal^®  vaille 

When  Outlandeys  comen  ^ow  to^^  assaille? 

We  haue  ^ow  closed  'per  most  nede  was; 

&  ^yf  ye  defende  wel  pat  pas  6788 

Wyj?  archers  &  vrjp  mangeneles, 

&  wel  kepe  pe  cameles," 

per-on  ^e  may  boj^e  scheote  &  kaste. 

WexeJ?  bolde,  &  fende)?^'  ^ow  jEastel  6792 

per  Outlandejrs  aryues  fr  rydes,^* 

Make]?  per  hauenes  to  kepe  Jk)  sydes, 


1  wittes  tode. 

'  ways  iff. 

3  where  it  is  long, 

*  comes  non  qfte, 

*  ofyow  descend, 

*  ere, 

7  Tumes  agayn  jr  waxes. 


^ihynk. 

9J>a^. 

^^  he  sene  wloA  it  may, 

"  wift  yow, 

i^kimels. 

13  waxes  bold  fffende, 

><  P.  omits  the  next  four  lines. 
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"  &  at  oper  recettes  fele, 

"  pat  non  alien  on  ^ow  stele.  6796 

"  penk,  tour  fadres  wonne  frannchise !  ^ 
"  Be  te  namore  in  oj^eres  seruise, 
"  Bot  firely  lyues  ^  ^our  lyues  ende ! 
"  We  taken  now  leue,  fro  ^ow  to '  wende." 
At  pat  word  was  mikel  cry,  6801 

ffor  manion  wep  ful  delfuUy/ 
,  Was  per  nought  elles  for  to  seje ; 
pe  Bomayns  J>em  keste,**  &  wente  per  weye, 
And  seyden  hem  pere  for  certeyn  6805 

pey  ne  wolde  her  neu^re  come  eft  ageyn. 


Be  no  more 
tributaries,  but 
free  men  I 

Good  bye  ! " 


pwanyus  Melga®  hadde  per  spyes, 
^  Waytyng  ay^  by  stretes  &  styes 


Deaf  80.] 

6808 

How  longe  j^e  Romayns  scholde®  soioume, 

&  whan  )?ey  scholde®  to  Borne- ward  towTue; 

&  al  so  sone  as  pey  for}^  nam^ 

Melga  Gwaneys*^  to  j^ys  lond  cam,  6812 

Bobbed  &  brente  Northumberland ; 
.  Ageyns  hem  non  encountr^  |>ei  ^^  ne  fand  ; 

Made  J?ey  neu6re  stynt  ne  stal 

Tyl  J?ey  come  to  J?e  Bomayns  wal.  6816 

pe  Bretons  wer6  redy  peron  aboute, 

To  gyue  bataiUe  to  J?eym  wyjwute: 

per  myghte  men  se  on  bo]7e  partys 
.  A  scharp  schour  by-twyxten  enemys  ;  *^        6820 

Arewes,  quareles,  J^kkely  fleye,^ 

Wip  slynges  casten  stones  heye. 


The  BritODs 
-weep, 

but  the  Ro- 
mans go,  and 
saj  again  thnt 
they'll  never 
come  back. 

Gwanis  and 
Melga, 


as  soon  as  the 
Romans  go, 

plunder  North- 
umberland 


up  to  the  Ro- 
man wall. 
This  the  Bri- 
tons defend, 
and 

a  sharp  fight 
takes  place, 


*  ^nkes  jour  fadres  wan  /ran- 
cfdse, 

•  we  wiUfro  yowfor  cuer. 
4  dodfuUi, 

^  kissed  ff  went  away, 
«  Chumius   Melga.       (Qarna   et 
Magan,  Wace,  I  296, 1  6399.) 


7  waitand, 

»suld. 

9  M^a  Guanis,    Peaf  41.] 

'°  no  cuntre  ne, 

11  schajles  schoten  httuex  enmyes, 

^^hkUflie. 
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but  the  Britons 
know  little  of 


And  cannot 
stand  against 
the  shower  of 
arrows  and 
stones. 


ThePicts 
undermine  the 
wall,  and 

fill  up  parts  of 
the  ditch, 

so  that  they  can 
drive  carts  into 
the  city. 


A  terrible 
slaughter  of 
the  Britons 
follows. 


All  their 
prowess  is 
gone. 


The  Britons 
send  to  Rome 
again,  and  ask 
help. 


po  )?at  on  |?e  wal  faught, 

fful  mykel  scaj>e  sone  )>ey^  laught;  6824 

po  Jjat  wer^  newe  dobbed  knyghtes, 

pey  cou)?e  bot  litel  J^o*  of  fightes  ;* 

pe  arewes  come  so  fykke  so*  reyn, 

pey  cou)?e  nought  coeuew  per  eye  *  ]fer  ageyn ; 

&  also  J^ykkely  come  j^e  stones,  6829 

WiJ7  schot  of  dartes,^  al  at  ones; 
.  Vne)?es  myghte  non  kepe  his  eye, 

pat  he  nas  y  poynt  bakward  to  flye;  6832 

Was  yer  non  so  hardy  Bretoun, 

pat  hym  ne  J^ought  long  til  he  wer6  doun. 

pey  wyJ70ute  wer6  mynynge  ^  alk ; 

pe  wal  pej  holede,  &  dide  hit  fallc,  6836 

&  fulde®  in  fele  stedes  ^e  dyke, 

pat  wal  &  wey  was  euene  y-like, 
.  &;  made  yer-yorow  pleyn  passage 
.  Wy)?  cart  &  wayn,  wi)?  ^  hors  &  page.  6840 

pey  robbed  &  sloweu^®  al  aboute, 
.  ffor  jTcy  fond  non  J^ey  hadde  of  doute ; 

Byfom  Jwt  tyme*^  no  man  fonde 

So  manye  at  ones  slayn  in  ];ys  lond  6844 

.  Wi)7  so  delful  dej^  &  vyl, 

Of  ^onge  knyghte,  &  so  gentiL 

Whylom  Bretons  bere^*  J>e  pris, 

Now  al  yer  prowesse  doun  hit  lys,  6848 

&  )wrow  hem  schal  hit  neu^re  a-ryse, 

Bot  )?orow  grace  of  oj^er'*  queyntyse. 

peti  sent  )^y  to  Home,  to  ]>e  senatours, 

&  prayed  hem  ^ut  of  mor«  soooura  6862 


^  «o  myhe^  shape  turn, 

^  pel  ne  couth  not  yit. 

»  The  Petyt  MS,  adds, 
pet  couth  not  pe  quereU  acume 
ne  no  qotmHse  tn  batmle  fume. 

^  al$  pih  oe. 

^not  couerpam, 

*  wUh  Pe  dartes  jr. 


^  myand. 


''to. 

w  slouh. 

"  be/or  or  p^t. 

^  Mom  tyme  bretons  bare, 

^Per. 
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pe  Romayns  saiden,  '  )?ey  ne  wolde ;  but  the  Ro- 

'  To  Bretayne  pey  neuere  come  ne  scholde;  mans  refuse  it. 

'  On  oper  halue  pey  hadde  to  do; 

*  pey  wolde  namore  be  trauailled  so,  6856 
'  Bot  gete  }?em  help  where  pey  myghte  haue, 

*  pey  wolde  )?em  neyj^er  do  ne  saue/ 
.  Whan  )?e  Romayns  yua  vs  forsok, 

.  pe  date  *  of  Cryst  was  wryten  in  bok,  6860 

.  jf  ffour  hundred  ^er,  &  nyne,  were  gon  A.D.  409. 

.  Syn  lesu  of  Marye  tok  flesche  &  bon. 


jf  Hie    mi86ra;^t    Guncelinum    Aichiefpiscopum  ad 
Bjdg&m  Minoris  Br]rtanm>. 

jf  Al  )7e  clergio  of  pe  contrees,  Li<»f8o.coi2.]  TheBritUh 

.  &  lordynges  of  londes  &  fees,  6864  ^^rds 

At  Londone  pey  toke  pei*  eonseil,*  consult  as  to 

.  What  myght  hem  helpe  in  per  inrpeyl :  ^  J^*  is  to  be 

"  Pys*  aliens  al  day  vs  noyes, 
"  &  ye  Cristen  blod  destruyes.  6868 

"  Bot  lesu  Crist  visite  vs  sone, 
"  We  Cristen  men  sehul  be  fordone." 
pen  was  at  Londone  pe  bischopes  se, 
When  Cristendam  com*^  first  to  be.  6872 

pe  Erchebischop  highte  Guncelyns,  Archbishop 

A  ful  holy  clerk  was*  in  deuynes;  Gunceiyn 

pys  Erchebischop  his  conseil  tok 
At  po  pat  pia  lond  schulden  lok,  6876 

pat  he  wolde  wende  to  pe  Lasse  Bretayne,  resolves  to  go 

per  Conan  vmwhile^  was  cheftayne.  tain, 

Aldroan  highte®  be  kyng  was  baD,  and  ask  help  of 

pe  ferjTe  kyng  after  Conan.  6880 


^  birth     Deaf  41.  col.  8.3 
'  com  ait  to  a  comon  cotiseile, 
'  how  pei  mot  twme  Ht  tirpelle, 
^  pet  said. 


^  gon, 

^  a  hohf  man  clerk, 

^  som  iyme, 

•  Adroel  ktght. 
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Aldroan  re- 
ceives him  well 


pe  bischop  wente  in  to  )^  lond, 
Sir6  Aldroel  ^er  kyng  he  fond; 
pe  kyng  receyued  hym  curtey&ly — 
His  fame  was  god,  his  stat  was  hey,— 
He  asked  what  he  so  fer  had  sought, 
&  what  tydynge  he  hadde  brought. 


6884 


and  Goncelyn 
tells  him  why 
he  has  come. 


"Aliens  destroy 

us. 

Since  Maxi- 

mian 


took  awav  all 
our  doughty 
folk, 

we  have  always 
gone  down. 
No  friends  have 
we  found,  but 
plenty  of  foes. 


We  cannot  pro- 
tect our  own 
land. 

Our  old  helpers, 
the  Romans, 
have  forsaken 
ns. 


T  ord,"  he  seyde,  "  ^ow  }?ar  nought  wene, 
'*  Why  y  am  comen  ^e  may  wel  mene. 


6889 


&  what  encheson  me  hider  led, 

pat  y  to  ^ow  so  hastely  ^  sped ; 

ffor  ^e  nar  nought*  bom  so  late, 

Ne  bytwyxt  vs  so  fer  gate, 

pat  ^e  naud*  herd  tydynge  aeje, 

How  alyens  don  vs  schamely  deye. 

Syj^n  Maximien  went  vs  fro, 

We  han  y-lyued  in  sorewe  &  wo. 

pat  yjB  lond  )H)row  conqueste  wan, 

&  gaf  hit  J^yn  auncestre,  sire  Conan, 

Oure  doughti  folk  al  wy)?  hym  went, 

&  sij?en  were  we  neuere  bot  schent. 

Donward  syj^en  haue  we  gon; 

ffrendes  fond  we  fewe  or  non 

pat  eucre  vs  wolde  socoitre  or  were ; 

Bot  to  fele  we  fynde  fat  wolde*  vs  dere. 

Whylom,**  Bretons  landes  woiinen, 

pe  renoun  of  J?eym  Jwrow  lande  roTine ;  ® 

Now  ar  j^ey  nought  so  mykel  of  myght 

pat  J?er  lond  may  halde^  to  ryght.  6908 

pey  of  Rome  halp  vs  whylom ; 

Now  haue  'pey  for-sake  vs  alle  &  sum, 

ffbr  fer®  wonyng  &  gret  costage, 


6892 


6896 


6900 


6904 


>  haafy, 

^  yene  ere  not 
•hcif.    Qeaf41,back.] 
*  Inouh  we/ynd  |»a<  f9t2f. 


*  jom  tyme, 

•  remea  ronen, 

'  Umdei  may  hold, 
»|»er. 
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pat  often  mys-spedde^  in  ]fer  passage.       6912 

Of  folk  we  ar6  ynowe  ^yt  leued, 

Bot  kepere  non,  ne  kyng,  to  heued, 

pat  can  our6  folk  to  bataill^  lede, 

Ne  oure  enemis  to  haue  of  no  di'ede.         69 IG 

Bot  we  haue  help  by  tyme^  now 

Of  oJ?er  landes,  o]fer  of  ^ow, 

We  kenne  neuere^  oure  cursed  karc, 

So  fer  doun  bynej^e  we  are,  6920 

I  ne  may  nought  telle,  for  sor  of*  herte, 

Al  oure  sorewe  ]>ai  ys  so*  smerte, 

pat  we  han  had,  &  ^it  haue  ; 

Bot  God  wyle,  nought  may  vs  saue.  6924 

Here-fore  am  y  to  tow  comen,    [ieaf3o.back.  coi.  ij 

As  to  ky)>  of  oure  kynde  ^  nomen, 

ffor  je  ar  Brutes/  &  we  Breton ; 

&  for  )?at  skyle  &  )?at  reson,  6928 

Help  vs  now  to  venge  our  foo, 

As  we  wolde  ^ow  &  *  ^e  were  wo. 

porow  right  lawe  write  men  fynde,^ 

pat  men  oughte  to  helpen^^  )?er  kynde;   6932 

&  hit  ys  also  worldes  honur, 

At  nede  ]>er  frendes  for  to  socowr. 

pey  no  sybrede  of  kynde  cam, 

Helpe  ^e  scholde  Crystendam."  6936 


and  ire  have  no 
king  to  lead  us 
to  battle. 


If  you  \vo*n*t 
help  us, 

we  donH  know 
what  we  may 
suffer. 


For  this  I  am 
come  to  you, 
our  kinsman. 


Help  us  to 
avenge  us  on 
our  foes  ! 

You  ought  to 
help  your  kin. 


You  ought  to 
help  your  fellow 
Christians.'* 


Ty'han  Aldroel  herde  so  Gwyncelyn  speke,  Aldroan  weeps 

ffor    sorewe   hym   )?oughte   his   herte   wolde  ^'*'"  P^^* 
breke ; 
pe  teres  roTinen  out  of  his  eyne, 
ffor  )?at  }?ey  were  in  so  gret  pyne,  6940 


^  mifferd. 

'  One  stroke  too  many  in  the  MS. 
m.     "P,  at  pis  iynie, 
'  cone  not 
^for  sore, 
^  how  it  is. 


8  §*  our  kt/n. 

7  ere  hreitis, 

8  for  an,  if.    P.  if. 
*  wriien  wefynd, 

»<»  auh  to  help ;  and  leaves  out  the 
next  two  lines, 

Q2 
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and  says, 

"I  will  do  all  I 

can  to  help  yon. 


I  can't  go  my- 
self, as  Sie 
Frenchmen  are 
always  waning 
on  me, 

but  ni  send  my 
valiant  brother 
Constantine, 
with  2,000 
knights. 


to  Britain." 


Constantine  is 
sent  for, 

Archbishop 
Guncelyn 

blesses  him, 


1  <c 


and  Aldroan 
gives  him  4,000 
men-at-arms, 
and  3,000  foot. 


Gretand  ageyn  he  hym  answered, 

"  ffor  )?e  doel  jwt  y  haue  herd, 

"  Y  schal  do  al  my  trauaille 

"  pat  y  to  ^ow  may  helpe  or  yaille.  6944 

^yf  y  myghte  my  self,  y  wolde  *  fayn, 

"  Bot  Frenscha  men  *  me  chace  ageyn ;  * 
.  "  pey  werr6  on  me  al  jwt  ^y  may, 
.  "  My  self  am  J>er  a[t]  ylka  fray;*  6948 

.  "  I  wol  nought  leue  my  litel  yyr^ge, 
.  "  Myn  heritage,  for  mor^  wynnynge ;  '^ 

"  I  haue  a  hroper,  sire  Constaunt,* 

"  God  werrour,  &  man  valliaunt;  6952 

"  Wy|>  two  J>ousand^  y  schal  hym  sende, 

"  WyJ7  gode  knyghtes,  ^our  lond  to  fende; 
.  "  Hym  to  Bretaigne  schaltow  lede, 
.  "  porow  gode  grace  for^  to  spede."  6966 

He  sente  l^eTine  for  Constantyn, 

&  bytaughte  hym  sire  Gwyncelyn. 

Whan  Guncelyn  byheld  )?e  knyght/, 

pe  hand  he  lyfte  ]Kii  was  J?e  ryght,  6960 

&  gaf  Constant  ]>e  benisoun : 

pe  knyght  byfore  hym  kneled  doun, 

pe  bisschop  foure  wordes  seyde; 

pe  wordes  am,  o*^  Latyn  leyde,  6964 

"  Christus  vincit,  Christvs  rengnat! 

"  ChnstuB  vincit,  Christus  inpcrat!^®*' 

pe  kyng  }?en  bitaughtym  four  )?ousand" 

Of  men  of  armes  wel "  seruand,  6968 

.  &  }^re  ]H)usand  men  of  fote. 


*->  Wace  gives  these  two  lines 
after  the  sailing  of  Constantine,  L 
6569-70  (TFoce.) 

^myselfwald.    Clear41.bk.,ooLS.] 

*fnnki»  men,  *  at  ilk  (US€^. 

^  MS.  wynu^ge, 

•  MS.  Comtantyn.  P.  has  Con- 
stant, 


7  trois  mil  arm^  Wace,  L  6653. 
^  godes  gnce  weU, 
^  ere  of, 
^^  imperat, 

1*  bitauht  him  knyghtes  tuo  ^usand, 
(trois  milliers,  Wace,  \,  6564.) 
^3  tifo  Jtotiioiid  squiers  iKim. 
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pe  kyng  JTan  seyde,  "  pys  ^  may  do  bote 

"  To  saue  tour  lond  ilka  del 

"  My  kynde  J?er-iime,  gret  J?em  wel." 


6972 


njrre  Guncelyn  aryued  at  Toteney^, 

*^  &  sire  Constant  wy)?  his  JiuruLys.  ' 

pat  herde  l^e  Bretons  alle  aboute, 

po  yat  er  skulked  for  drede  &  doute.  6976 

Out  of  wodes  &  out  of  mountaynes 

(prtt  durste  nought  er^  come  to  |?c  playnes,) 

To  Constant  come  ]>en  men  ynowe, 

pat  )?er  enemys  ouer  al  slowe.  6980 

He  dide  hym  vntil  Westmorland ; 

pe  countre  al  wasted  he  fand ; 

Al  \>e  lond,  leye  hit  lay, 

pe  folk  for  fere  wer®  fled  away;  6984- 

Hadde  pey  nought  vn-to  )>e*  fode,  [loaf  so.  back,  coi.  2.] 

Bot  bestes  wylde,  &  fische  on  ^  flode. 

peyr  enemys  J?er  pey  broughte  of  lyue, 

pe  reraenaunt  out  of  lond  gon  dryue.  6988 


CoDstantine 
lands  at  Tot- 
nes6. 

The  Britons 
flock  to  him 
from  their 
hiding  places, 

and  he  slays 
their  enemies. 


and  drives  out 
those  he  does 
not  slay. 


f  Apud  Cirencestriam  coronatus  est  Rex 
Constant^w?^^. 

rro  Circestre  Constant  wente, 
&  held  ]7er  a  parlymente. 
Sire  Guncelyn  ^r  gaf  hym  pe  coroun  ; 
per-of  was  fayn  ilka  Bretoun.^ 
penn  tok  he  wyf  auenaunt  &  god, 
Sib  |>e  bischop,  of  Romayn.s  blod. 
p[r]e  childre  on  hure  he  gat  auenaunt, 
pe  eldest,  highte  his  name  Constant; 


Constantine  is 
crowned  king 
of  Britain, 


6992 


marries  a  fair 
wife, 


and  has  three 
6996  cliijdren. 

1.  Constant, 


*  kiflig  said  pise. 
^  J>at  durst  not  are. 
^forpouerte.    [leaf  42.] 


'  J>er. 

'in. 
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246  CONSTANTINE  HAS  THBEB  SONS,  AND  IS  KILLED. 


who  turns 
monk  ; 

2.  Aurelios 
Ambrosius ; 

3.  Uther. 


Constantine 

reigns  two 

jears, 

and  is  killed  by 

a  traitor, 

the  Welsh 

Vortiger. 

Hear  now; 


He  dide  hym  norice^  at  Wynchestre, 

And  ^ald^  hym  monk  in  ]Hit  same  estre; 

pat  o^er  sone  highte  Anrelyus, 

His  to-name  was  Ambroeius  ;  7000 

pe  )?ridde  child,  Vter  he  hight, 

pat  lyuede  lengest,  &  best  was  knyght. 

pe  biflchop,  )?orow  leue  of  J^e  kyng6, 

Hadde  J?e  two  in  his  kepyng^.  7004 

^yf  Constant  had  lyued  ani  sel,' 

He  schuld  haue  mended  )>e  lond  ful  wel; 

Two  *  ^er  he  regned,  &  namo ; 
.  Lyst  how  a  traitour  dide  hym  slo :  7008 

.  jf  On  ffortyger,  of  Walsch^  blod/ 
.  pat  neuere  in  tru)?e  no  stude  stod,® 
•  He  ^emed  mikel  )>e  kyndam. 
.  Lyst  how  J>e  treson  fro  hym^  cam:  7012 


Constantine  has 
a  Pictish 
servant  in 
league  with 
Vortiger, 

and  one  day, 
while  alone 
with  the  king, 


f  De  qnodam  Fycto  traditore. 

Y  ye  kynges  court  s^rued  a  Peyght, 
.  pat  was  ]K>row  ffortegers  deseit ;® — 

pis  Pei?,  longe  wi)?  )>e  kyng  had  ben; 

Of  treson  he  J^oughte  ay  by-twen ;  7016 

pys  Peyt  ^ede  wy|?  }>e  kyng6  a  day 

Vntil®  an  herber  alone  to  play ; 
,  Bot  hit  was  perceyued  of  non 
.  Whider  J>e  kyng  &  pe  Peyt  was  gon.  7020 

pe  kyng  of  treson  wende  nought, 

Bot  pe  Peyt  ]?eron  he  )K)ught ; 

As  J?ey  bo|>e  to-gyder  sat, 

&  speken  per  of  many  what,  7024 

pe  kyng  til  hym  gaf  no  tent. 


>  norish. 

^mad, 

'  any  seele, 

*ten, 

»  One  Vortiger  of  Wales  bhde. 


^  while  stode, 

7  listes  how  ^is  treson  for  him, 

•  Porgh  Vortigers  sUiht. 

^Into. 
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pat  saw  )?e  Peyt,  &  his  knyf  out  hent, 
&  smot  pe  kyng  vntil^  J>e  hert, 
&  fledde  awey  also  smert. 
Pryuely  j^at  fame  ^ede 
pat  fforteger  had  don'^  )?at  dede. 
,  fforteger  was  of  )7e  Walscherye,^ 
.  pat  eue7"e  louede  trycherye  ; 
*.  Quejmte  he  was,  &  far  cou}7e  )>enke 
.  To  compasse  a  wykked  blenke  ;  * 
.  ffaire  he  spak  ]?er  he  wolde  gyle ; 
.  &  )7er  ho  hated,  J^er  wolde  he  smyle ; 
.  Wei  coxipG  he  preyse  &  lakke  soradel, 
.  &  treson  cou)>e  he  teche  wel : — 
.  &  somme  yat  am  at  )?is  tyme  here, 
.  pat  craft  of  hym  nought  nede)?  ^  lerc. — 


the  Pict  stabs 
him,  and  flees. 


7028 


Vortiger  had  it 
done, — one  of 
the  treacherous 
7032  Welshmen, — 


a  plotter, 
a  hypocrite, 


7036 


and  a  conspi- 
rator. 
(We've  got 

7040  so™^  ^^^  ^^^ 
now.) 


l-^'- 


f  De  electioMe  Gonstanti  Monachi  in  Regem. 


JT  pe  clergle  for  J^is  dide  make  asemble,      [leaf  31.] 

Whilk  of  )?e  children  best  kyng  myght  ®  be ; 

Bot  }?ey  were  so  lytel  &  ^onge, 

Reson  cou|?e  J?ey  non  vrip  tonge.  7044 

Constant  was  eldest  &  mere, 

&  was  a  monk,  a  man  of  lei*e. 

pey  seide  atones,  alle  &  som,^ 

pern  noughte  nout  ^  reue  hym  fro  religion  ;  ^ 

Ne  lawe  nolde  hit  by  no  weye,^**  7049 

A  monk  to  take  fro  his  abbeye: 

To  take  an  o]?er,  J7e^^  Conseil  ches. 

pen  stirte  vp  Forteger  in  al  J;e  pres,  7052 

&  seide,  "  Hit  is  to  drede  no  J?yng, 


The  Britons 
consult  on  who 
shall  be  king. 


They  resolve 
that  Constant 
the  monk 


shaU  not  be. 

But  Vortiger 
says  that 


»  to.     [leaf  42.] 

-  Vortiger  gart  do, 

'  an  erle  \»dJ,  lufed  tricherU, 

*  Wace,  lines  6638-40. 

*  Jjai  of  him  \>ar  no  thyng, 

*  ckildre  kyng  mot. 


7  it  myght  not  be  don. 

8  (=ne  oughte  not.)  P.  ne  ovghie 
not. 

^  to  take  him  fro  religion, 
^^nfno  right  we  se  no  imy, 
"  take  on  pe  tuo  per. 
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248   VORTIGER  OFFERS  THE  CROWN  TO  C0N8TAKT. 


Constant's 
being  a  monk 
doesn't  matter : 


king  he*ll  make 
hinu 


He,  Vortiger, 
doesn't  care  for 
the  sin  of  it. 

He  goes  to 
Winchester, 


and  tells  Con- 
stant 


that  if  he'll 
love  and  tmst 
him, 


he'll  get  him 
the  kingdom. 
Constant 
throws  off  his 
monk's  habit, 


plights  his  troth 
to  Vortiger, 


leaves  his 
abbey, 

goes  to  London, 


7066 


7060 


"  Of  J>e  monk  to  make  a  kynge. 

"  He  jrs  eldest ; — of  J>e  habite  no  tale  ! — 

"  pe  opere  am  ^onge,  &  ou^r  smale. 

*'  T  grannte  non  oper  kyng  to  be. 

"  flTor  al  )>e  synne,  y  take  on  me." 

Non  oper  assented  to  J^at  dome, 

pat  pe  monk  scholde  a  kynge  bycome; 

pey  dredden^  swylk  a  )?yng  bygynne ; 

Bot  ffbrteger  dredde  ^  nought  jwt  synne  : 
,  What  he  wold  do,  non  dnrste  hym  werne, 

To  Wynchestre  he  hyed  hym  ^eme,  7064 

He  asked  leue  atte  priour 

To  speke  wy)?  Constant  y  )?e  parlour : 

jf  "  Constant,"  he  seide,  "  pj  lord  ys  ded ; 

"  Py  bre)76re  ar  pnge;  what  ys  py  red?     7068 

"  Y  wolde  jwu  haddest*  J?e  herytage, 

"  ffor  Jh)u  art  man  most  of  age.  ^ 

"  Wiltow'  auaunce  my  rente,  my  fe, 

"  &  loue  me  wel,  &  triste  on  me. 

'*  py  blake  cloj^es  schalt*  |?ou  lo)>e, 

"  &  y  J7e  richest  y  schal*  'pe  clo)?e; 

"  py  monkhod  pow  schalt*  al  weyue, 

*'  pe  heritage  of  pe  reome  reseyue.** 

pys  monk  was  blent  "wjp  veyn  glorye;* 

Abyte  &  ordre  he  let  al  flye, 
.  flfor  he  ^emed  more  pryde  j^an  prow, 
.  &  wel  more  vice  J^an  vertu. 

pat  fforteger  asked,  he  hym  hight, 

&  )?er-to  his  trouj^e  he  dide  hym  plyght. 

Out  of  his  abite  he  hym  schok, 

Sy)?en  out  of  pe  abbeye  hym  tok ; 

In  faire  cloj^es  he  hym  cledde, 

Wy)?  hym  to  London^  Constant  he  ledde.* 


7072 


7076 


7080 


7084 


^dred. 

3  /.  wild  \>ou  had. 


Deaf  42.  back.] 


UaU. 

*  monke  Rented  sagnorie. 

^  London  he  him  led. 
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Was  noman  wy)?-seyde  hym  o  ^  nay ; 
.  pey  seye  hit  was  J>e  monkes  *  pay.  7088 

.  To  somone  J^e  folk  anon  J?ey  bed ; ' 

Bot  jTerchebischop  )?at  tyme  was  ded* 

pat  fell6  to  make  J^e  corounement ; 

per-to  non  6}^er  durste  consent;  7092 

Bot  ffort^er  'pe  coronne  for)?  fet, 

And  on  Coiistantes  heued  hit  set; 
*^[was  per  non  oper  benyson, 

bot  Vortiger  set  on  fe  eroun,]*  7096 

&  Constant  ]>e  coroune  tok, 

&  ordre  &;  habite  al  forsok ; 

pus  to  worschipe  gan  he  lende, 

Wij;  schame  he  parted  •  at  his  ende.  7100 


giunmoiiB  the 
people, 


and  is  crowned 
by  VOTtigcr. 


jf  Hie  ffortygemt^  traditor  fByctus  est  cnstos  B^^y 
Buh  Monacho  S^. 


Vortiger  does 
what  he  likes 
with  king 
Constant, 


uenne  ffortyger  hadde  aile  )?e  maystrie,   [if.  si.  ooL  2.3  ^?^?^, 
pe  kyng  at  will6,  &  )?e  marchalsye ;  ^  withkini 

.  Al  to-gedere  ]?e  kyng  he  ledde, 
.  &  al  he  dide  pat  he  hym  redde ;  7104; 

pe  kyng  dide  al  as  Sorteger  wylde, 

&  al  his  conseil  he  fulfylde. 

He  saw  |?e  kyng  couJ?e  no  god, 

Ne  kynde  skile  nought  vnderstod;  7108 

®[on  clostiw  skill  couth  he  raaste, 

&  his  hveper  wUh  fe  leste.]® 

He  sey  J>e  force  of  ]?e  barons  falk, 


'  no  man  ^tU  said  him, 

^  sawe  it  was  ^  mokes  [so  in  MS.] . 

'  non  ne  beed, 

*P.    adds    (wrongly)   line  7086 
again: — 
iddi  him  to  London  Constant  he  led. 

^'  These  two  lines  are  from  the 


Fetyt  MS.,  representing  lines  6677-8 
of  Wace,  i.  308. 

*  schame  depaitid, 

7  marchaucie,  (senescancie,  IFarf , 
i.  908, 1.  6695.) 

•-*  These  two  lines  are  from  P., 
leaf  42,  back,  coL  2,  and  represent 
Wace*s  lines  6701-2,  toL  L  p.  809. 
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and  schemes  to 
get  the  kingdom 
for  hunself. 


He  tells  Con- 
stant 

that  the  Danes 


will  invade 
Britain  next 
summer. 


and  he  mnst 
garrison  his 
castles  against 
them. 


Constant  pats 
everything  into 
Vortiger's 
hands, 


and  exhorts 
him  to  be  true 
to  him. 


&  saw  his  stat  heyest  of  all^^  7112 

'  IJe  folk  discord  nouht  in  a  will ; 

pan  he  f otiht  in  hert  fuft  stiS,]  * 

&  ]?ought6  ]7e  regno  haue  in  ^  his  syde ; 

Her  whucbe  a  deseyte*  he  spak  Jwt  tyde:  7116 

jf  "  Of  0  l^yng,  sires,*  y  wot  right  wel, 

**  J?er-of  ^e  owen  to  wyte*^  som  del, 

"  pat  }?e  Daneys,  wy)?  men  of  Northweye,* 
.*'  On  ^ow  wyl  J^ey  lyue  &  deye;  7120 

**  &  for  ^ovL  art  no  knyght  ^  of  armes, 
. "  pe  more  ]?ey  wayte  jiis  lond  wyji  harmes ; 

*'  On  vs  l^ey  wyle  \iia  somer®  haste, 

"  py  casteles  take,  py  lond  to-waste ;  7124 

"  Here-of  y  rede  J?ou  nyme  ®  ^eme, 

"  py  lond  to  fende,  J?y  folk  to  queme." 

In  casteles  he  sette  gamysons^^ 

ffor  )?e  drede  of  oJ?er  traysons;^^  7128 

"  To  )?o  J?at  castels  couj^e  loke, 

"  To  swylke  y  wolde  J)at  ]h>u  hem  toke.*' 

pan  seyde  J^e  kyng  to  ffortyger, 

**  Tak  ))0u  J7e  lokyng"  in  Jy  power ;  7132 

'*  Ab  )?ou  wilt,  hit  schal  be  so; 

"  Ouer  J?e  wol  y  Jwt  noman  do ; 

"  pe  castelles  alle  y  Jtc  bykenne,'' 

"  Now  loke  ^ai  noman  do  ne  brenne. 


In  py  conseil  onlyk  am^*  y, 

Loke  to  me  }?ou  do  truely. 

Of  cites  &  of  tresor  al ; 

Eight  as  fou  wilt,  so  be  hit  schaL" 


7136 


7140 


*~i  These  two  lines  are  from  P., 
and  represent  Wace's  lines  6705-6, 
vol.  i.  p.  309. 

2  to  hafpe  regne  on, 

*  here  a  descdte. 

*  *ir. 

^  auh  to  witte, 
'  unth  pe  Nortoeie. 


7  ertno  kyng, 

•  pe  soner, 

^take, 

^^  cartels  set  pi  wanUsours. 

"  tnitours. 

"  Uike  pe  kepyng, 

13  biken  ,  ,  ,  bren, 

^*  consdle  pan. 
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f  penne  was  ffortyger  at  ese, 
flfor  alle  fe  Btireng]?es  he  gan  to  sese.^ 
When  he  had  alk  |?ys  forceresses,^ 
WyJ?  cites,  tonnes,  &  aHe  richesses,'  7l4i4i 

tyt  he  J?oughte  on  ofer*  wyse 
To  contreoue  a  fals  qnejmtyse: 
*'  Sire,"  he  seyde,  *'  tyf  ]k)u  wilt  do 
*'  pat  y  schal  conseiUa  J^e  to,  7148 

"  py  lond  schaltow  ful  wel  sane, 
"  &  do  pyn  enemys  of  J^e  stond  awe  * 
"  Sent  for  knyghtes  Jwt  cotine  of  sleytes.^ 
"  &  }7at  ar  bolde  men  in  feyghtes  f  7152 

"  Lat  }>eym  be  alle  py  souders, 
"  ffor  of  alle  kyndes  J?ey  knowe  Jw  maners ; 
"  flFor  ^yf  )7ey  be  y  ^y  court  wyf ynne, 
"  On  whilk  side  Jxit®  werre  bygynne,  7156 

"  pen  may  you.  sende  hem  aboute, 
"  To  serche  of  wham  )?er  ys  most  ®  doute, 
paw  fe  Peytes  &  }>eir  kendes,  7159 

pat  ofle  han  schewed  )7ey  were  oure  frendes."^® 


Vortiger  takes 
poBsession  of 
all  the  for- 
tresses, 

towns,  and 
treasure, 


and  then  ad- 
Tises  Constant 
to 


send  for  many 
crafty  and  bold 
knights 


to  be  in  his 
court, 


men  who  know 
the  Ficts,  and 
can  find  oat  the 
king's  foes. 


f[  Eze  iam  tradido  felsy  ffortygerny. 

|_e  kym?  to  fforteffer  bus  sevd:        DeafSl,  back,  col.1.3  Constant  tells 
P  ,>  ir^  ®     ,/  1.     1      J  Vortiger  to 

'*  My  purueannce  "  ys  on  J^e  ley d ; 
"  Do  ryght  als  jy  seluen  wyle;  .  . 

"  Tak  &  lef  a«  fou  sest"  skyle,  7l64£^^5ikel.'''*'*'^ 

**  Als  manye  as  fou  hast  ^  of  nede ; 
"  Bettere  l>an  y  J?ou  wost"  l^e  dede." 


'  Pe/orcelettes  he  did  him.  seise, 
^  now  has  For  tiger  pe  forcelesse. 
»  richesse.        ^  on  oJ>er.     [loaf  43.] 
^{fofj^n  enmys  no  drede  haue, 
'  Sende  •  .  .  can  ofslegktes, 
7  qxaaUe  men  ere  alle  pe  peihtes, 

(Des  Pis  d'Esooce  soldiers,  Wace,'h 

310, 1.  6742.) 


^  what  tyme  so  any, 
*  of  whom  is  moste, 
»o-w  porgh  pe  peihtes  ^  perfrendes, 
may  men  witte  how  mykeft 
wendes. 


'  puiueiance. 


has 


wote. 
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252      VORTiaBR  MAKES  FRIENDS  WITH  THE  PICTS, 


Vortiger  then 
gets  100  Picts 
to  the  court, 


gives  them  rich 
presents, 

honours  them, 
feasts  them. 


and  prefers 
them  above  all 
others. 
For  this  the 
Plots  say  that 
Vortiger 


is  more  like  a 
king  than 
Constant. 


And  Vortiger 
rewards  them 
for  it. 


pen  fforteger  had  his  will6  yDow; 

An  hundred  Peyghtes  to  J>e  court  he  drow.  7168 

Of  castles,  tounes,  &  tresorye, 

Of  al  he  hadde  )>e  maystrie ; 
.  He  gaf  J?e  Peytes  what  J>ey  wyld, 
.  Al  )?er  askyng  he  fulfyld,  7172 

He  honured  hem  swyj?e  mykel, 
•  ffor  wel  he  wyste  'pej  were  ful  fykel ; 

WyJ?  metes  &  drynkes  he  made  pern  glade, 

&  often  dronken  he  'pern  made;  7176 

.  He  pr^ed  hem  faste  in  his  sawe^ 
,  &  oueral  dide  pern  for);  drawe ; 

iForby  alle  opere^  he  J?em  honu?^d;   - 

pat  mester  hadde,  he  pern  socourred ;  7180 

per-fore  comunly  ylka  Peight, 

Byforc  alle  fey  seyde  on  heyght, 

"  pat  fforteger  was  more  curteys 

'*  pan  pe  kyng  was  ony  weys,  7184 

"  &  bettere  semed  to  here  fe  honwr 

"  pan  pe  kyng  or  his  auncessour." 
.  In  ilka  stede  whare  ^  )?ey  ferde, 
.  pus  Jwy  seyde  ;  J?ey  ne  roughte  ho  herde.     7188 

&  for  pe  Peytes  on  hym  seyde  jiis, 

flforteger  per-ot  had  gret  blys ; 

&  J>e  more  |>at  j^ey  hym  preysed, 

pe  more  he  pern  vp  areysed.  7192 


jf  De  Adtilacio;26  ffortygemy. 

Vortiger  feasts  A  day  hit  was,  to  pejm  he  drank 

the  Picts ;  ,  ffor  to  gete  of  hem  more  Jwink  ; 

and  while  they  &  rig^^^  as  pey  dronke  »  &  songe, 

are  drinking,  Com  fforteger  )?eym  alle  among, 


7196 


1  bifor  o)>er. 

^aU.    neaf48, 001.2.] 


I 


'  aU^pti  $at  drunken. 
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&  to  pern  seyde,  "  God  glade  ^ow  here  ! " 

Bot  yuel  he  let,  wy);  sory  chere. 

"  Knyghtes,"  he  seide,  "mykel  y  ^ow  loue, 

"  I  haue  ^ow  holpen  to  ^oure  aboue,  7200 

"  &  more  y  wolde,  ^yf  y  hadde  ought ; 

*'  Pys  [lond]  *  ys  }>e  kynges,  &  myn  ys  nought ; 

"  Here  hauy  nought  ^at  ought  amountes; 

"  J>at  y  spend  of,  y  ^elde  acountes,  7204? 

**  ffor  y  )?y8  eontre^  haue  y  nought; 

**  ffro  fer  hit  come);  ]>ai  me  ys  brought. 

*'  To  serue  ]>e  kyng  y  do  my  tent ; . 

"  Of  hym  hauy  no  lond  ne  rent,  7208 

**  So  )>at  y  may  nought  holde  to  me 

**  ffourty  squiers^  on  al  my  fe; 

"  Jyf  y  more  hadde,  hit  were  ^our  prow, 

'*  per-fore  nede  y  mot  parte  ^  fro  ^ow ; 

"  &  ]?at  ouer-J?ynkes  *  me  ful  sore, 

"  ffor  pouere  y  am,  &;  may  nam  ore. 

"  Bot  ^yf  te  se  ]Kit  y  ought  mende, 

"  Boldely  come)?  to  me,  or  sende,  7216 

*'  And  y  schal  fonde,  at  al  tour  nede, 

"  Bo)?e  forto  clo}>e  &  [to]  fede." 


he  says, "  I  love 
you  Picts, 

and  rd  give 
you  more  than 
1  do,  if  I  had  it. 

But  I  get  no- 
thing 


from  the  king 
for  serving  him. 


7212 


If  I  did,  you 
should  share  it. 

But  I  must 

leave  you, 

as  Fm  so  poor. 


Still,  if  any  of 
you  are  in 
want,  tell  me, 
and  ril  help 
you.*' 


If  Exe  iam  falcitas  flfortygerny. 


r^ortyger  )?e9ine  turned  his  bale;    [leaf 31, back, coi. 2.]  Vortiger then 

■i-       1?a1a    lio    TPoo      ^T    fa\7TifTrca    cnnlr  •  7990  leaves  the 


Fals  he  was,  &  feyntyse  spak  ; 
And  fo  ]>at  hadden  dronke  wel, 
Trowed  his  sawes  ^  ylkadel ; 
His  word  to  tru]?e  al  pey  hit  tw^'ned, 
pat  he  to  falanesse  had  pe^forned  ; 
pey  seide  til  o]>er,  *'  what  haue  je  mynt  ? 


7220  letives  the 

rict5, 

and  they,  ex- 
cited by  drink 


7224 


say: 


1  hnd.   (ceste  tere,  Wace,  i.  312, 
1.  G780.) 

2  sergeanz,      (sergaos,    Wace,  i, 
3l2,Ue7980 


3  boi  nedes  ,L  mot 
^/orpenkes. 

^falsnes,    P.  leaves  out  the  next 
two  lines. 
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THE  PICTS  KILL  CONSTANT. 


"This  fool  of  a 
king  giyes  us 
little; 


let's  kill  him, 
and  make 
Vortiger  king." 


They  msh  to 
Constant's 
room,  cut  his 
head  off, 

carry  it  to 
Vortiger, 


and  bid  him 
take  the  crown. 

But  Vortiger, 
though  really 
glad, 

feigns  sorrow, 

has  the  mur- 
derers slain, 

and  proclaims 
death  to  other 
guilty  Ficts. 


"  pya  curteja  knyght^  now  haue  we  tynt. 
**  pys  foiled  king,  he  gyuej?*  vs  Ijrtel, 

•  "  ffor  a  monk  can  nought  hot  his  chapiteL  7228 
"  To  slo  Jwtt  folt,  wel  were  to'  done; 

,  **  A  bettere  myghte  we  haue  fill  sone ; 
*'  Go  we  now,  &  sle  )?at  vnfrift/, 
«  &  flfortygcr  to  kyng  we  lyft,  7232 

<*  ffor  he  ys  worj^y  to  haue*  empyre, 
''  &  bettere  hym*  semed  lord  &  syre 
"  pan  )ds  monk  JHit  nought  ne  can; 

.  <'  Go  we  &  sle  }ds  folted^*  man!  7236 

.  **  He  ha)?  no  kynde  Jwtt  vs  J?arf  ^  drede, 
"  pat  myghte  may[7i]tene  host  ne  lede ; 

• "  Ne  hym  self  sdial  neuere  be  nought ; 

•  "  Go  we  &  do  Jwt  we  haue  jK)ught ! "  7240 
pe  whyles®  'per  wylle  was  Jms  hot, 

pey  stirte  tys  chaumbre*;  his  hed  of  smot. 

Wyj?  J^e  heued  als  swy)?e  J^y  went, 

To  ffortyger  pey  made  a  present,  7244 

pey  gon  to  cne,  "here  may  Jh)w  se 

"  pat  we  wyl  auaunce  pe ! 

"  pis  monk  ys  ded  I  now  do  py  wylle ! 

"  Tak  J^e  coroune,  &  hold  vs  stylle ! "  7248 

ffortyger,  pat  saw  J^e  kynges  heued. 

Glad  he  was  pey  haddyt  hym  reued; 

NaJ^eles  he  couerede  hym  queyntely; 

Semblaunt  he  made  he  was  sory,  7262 

&  for  )wt  dide  )h>  Peytes  deye,^^ 
.  And  at  Londone  he  dide  crye,^' 
.  *  pat  al  J?e  Peyghtes  pat  men  myght  wyte, 
.J  per  heuedes  scholde  al  of  be  "  smyte/       7266 


^  man. 

^  hptgserues. 

*  he  were  wor]^  to  haf,  [lf.48»bk.] 

f^he. 

«  Mfdtid. 


7  par. 

^  to  while. 

^  toMe  chambire, 

^^  jr  more  to  did  hUfdonye, 

11  ]>erfor  in  London  did  he  crie, 

^^^hedeeqfeuUmeii. 
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Manyon  were  Jwt  trowed  &  seyd, 
pat  *  non  of  ]?eym  hadde  handes  leyd 

*  On  J?e  kyng  wyj?  yueP  manere 

*  Wyf oute  J?e  conseyl  of  ffortygere ;' 

&  }?e  Peyghtes  seyde  J?e  same, 
.  pat  fey  dide  hit  for  his  frame, 
po  yat  )7e  children  had  in  kepyng, 
Aurelius  &  Vter,  bo);e  ^yng, 
Dredde  ]>at  |?orow  ye  conseil  of  J?o 
pat  slowen  ]>e  kyng,  J?em  wolde  j^ey^ 
per-fore  J>is  conseil  Jrey  tok, 
To  Bretayne  ]?ey  sentem,  hem  to  lok, 
To  )?e  kyng  Budice  of  ^er  kynde, 
pat  ful  nobly  dide  hem  fynde, 
And  honured  hem  J?orow  al  the  lond  ; 
When  tyme  was,  armes  hem  fond. 


However,  many 
folk  believe 

that  Vortiger 
•TOfiA  prompted  the 
« -^^^  muider. 


The  guardians 

7264?  o^'^^^'^^i^s  find 
Uther, 

fearing  that  the 
slo  •  hoys  will  be 

'  slain, 

7268  send  'em  to 
Budice,  king 
of  Britanny, 

who  cares  for 
7272  *^^°^  ^^^^' 


jf  Hie  cepit  B^^nare  ffortygemns. 

-T^ortiger  had  al  in  kepynge  )?e  land, 
-'■    Casteles,  &  cites,  al  in  hys  hand  ; 

.  &  at  his  wylle  J?e  folk  he  ledde ; 

.  ffor  his  power,  noman  he  dredde ; 
He  sey  fortune  toward  hym  ^  falle, 
And  regned  J?en  kyng  oner  |?eym  allc. 
Of  two  J^ynges  wakned  hys  wough ; 
Of  J?e  Pejrtes  J;at  he  slough ; 
pey  cald  hym  trsdiour  wy)?  manace, 
&  to  meschaunce  )?ey  scholde^  hym  chace 
An  oJ?er  Jyng  men  hym  telde, 
pat  whan  ^e  childre  were  of  elde, 
pey  scholde  venge  Constant  her  hrdper  ; 

.  War  ^  hym  wel,  &  hope  non  oJ?er, 


Vortiger  reigns 
over  all  Britain, 


7276 


[leaf  32.]  threatened  only 
7280  tC'^^'''^*''- 


declare  they'll 
hunt  him  to 
grief,— 
72,0^  and  the  report 
that  Aurelius 
and  Uther  will 
avenge  Con- 
stant's death. 


*  iU,       2  g/o„^  ^e  ^„^  ^am  wild. 
'  Ac  tauh  his  chance  wele  wild. 

Deaf  43,  back,  col.  2.] 


<  mischefe  J5ci  suld. 
*  were  .  ,  ,  «o  no>er. 
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Three  ship- 
loads of  fine 
men,  led  by 
Hengist  and 
Horsa,  land  at 
Sandwich. 


Vortiger  says 


that  if  the 
strangers  come 
in  peace, 
in  peace  they 
may  dwell, 


and  go  where 
they  like. 


256   In  tempore  ffortygerny  ven^nmt  Saxon^^ 
-prima  in  An^Zia.' 

Whyle  Jwt  fforteger  fus*  regnede  riche, 

pre  schypes  aryued  at  Sandwicbe  7288 

Wy)?  fair  folk  &  wel  y-dight,— 
Hengist  &  Hors  'per  maistres  hight; — 
Of  fair  sbsit/ure  wy}>outen  lak, 
&  a  selcouf  speche  )?ey  spak.  7292 

pis  flfortyger  }?at  held  )?onour, 
At  Caunterbury  lie  made  soiour; 
To  pe  kyng  men  tydyngc  tolde, 
'  pat  a  fair  folk,  wyj?  faces  bolde,  7296 

'  At  Sandwj'che  late  gonne  aryue ; 
'  So  faire  y-schape  were  non  alyua' 
pen  seyde  |?e  kyng,  **  jyf  swylk  be  comen, 
"  &  peysibly  fe  hauene  ban*  nomen,  7300 

"  In  pes  lat  pern  take  'per  rest, 
"  &  wyp  my  pes  to  do  per  best, 
. "  And  ^yf  ^y  speke  wjp  me  in  pes, 
"  &  right'  so  wende  als  )>ey  ches.**  7304 


.'S 


Hengist  and 
Horsa 


come  to  Vor- 
tiger, 


jf  Hengistius,  ft  Horsns  frat^  eins,  cepunt  portom 
ape^d  Sandwycum. 

jf  When  )?yse  brej?ere  Hengist  &  Hors 
Had  leue  of  pe  kyng  &  of  pe  ports, 
He  greyj?ed  his  feres®  to  fare  al  myry 
To  speke  wyp  pe  kyng  at  Caunterbyri.         7308 
When  );ey  come,  pe  kjmg  J?ey  grette, 
.  &  alle  pat  were  by  hym  sette. 


1  This  heading  is  at  the  top  of 
the  front  page  of  leaf  32  of  the 
Lamheth  MS.,  as  a  head-line. 

'  In  tymt  W  Vortiffer, 


'  so'  gentiU  of  schap  U  *non  of 
fyue. 

*  f^inpes  hqfhauen, 
^  (fin  Vat 

•  pd  dight  Verfers, 
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pe  kyng  byhdd  )?yse  bachelers 
Were  faire  of  schap,  &  face  ders, 
How  ]fej  were  mad  so  gentilly, 
ffayrest  of  al  'per  compaigny : 
pen  seyde  pe  kyng,  "of  whenne^  be  ^e? 
What  haue  ^e  sought  to  Jris  contre?" 
pen  was  Hengist  eldest  &  more ; 
ffor  alle  his  feres  onswered  he  jK)re: 
"  In  Saxoyne  ^  were  we  bom  &  fed ; 
"  ffro  )>e7ines  '  hyder  our  God  vs  led. 
"  ^yf  ye  wil  wite  al  pe  manere, 
"  Whi  &  for  what  we  ar  com  here; 
"  To  telle  ^ow,  sire,  gyues*  me  leue, 
*'  pat  ^e  ne  ^oure*  wyj?  me  ne  greue.'* 
.  pe  kyng  gaf  hym  J?e  grauntyse, 
,  &  Hengist  teldy m  pen  in  ®  his  wyse : 


7312  who  sees  how 
handsome  thej 
are, 

and  asks  them 
whence  and 

7316  ^^y  ^^y  ^^® 

come. 

Hen^tt 
answers, 

7320  "^^™  Saxony 


are  we  come 
hither. 


7324 


7332 

Deaf  82,  col.  2.] 


Cire  kyng,"  he  seyde,  "  ^yf  pou.  euere  herde, 

"  So  waxynge^  folk  in  al  J^ys  werde,  7328 
Ne  so  gendryng,®  ne  so  pterityue, 
Ne  so  gracious  kynde®  to  fryue, 
Als  we  am  of  oure  kynde, 
In  no  lond  scholde  men  fynde, 
Ne  selcou)?loker  so^®  to  gendre, 
Ne  haue  so  manye  childre  tendre, 
&  wexen  bo)?e  men  &  women  y-nowe, 
pat  alle  per  dwelle  pey  ne  mowe.^^ 
ffor  whan  pe  folk  ar  woxen  &  larged,'* 
&  pe  lond  ys  ouer-charged^ 
Oure  Prynces  perceyue  per  ar  so  fele, 
pe  ^onge  dur  );ey  nought  out  wele,^'         7340 


because  our 
folk  are  sach 
waxing  ones. 


and  breed  so 
many  children, 
who  all  grow 
into  men  and 
women. 


7336 


and  over- 
burden the 
land. 

When  our 
princes  see  this, 


^whtUUmd.    Deaf  44] 
^  sesMifne, 

•  ]fiien  (no  fro), 
^pemrgif^xm. 

*  \>ou  ne  IHn, 
^teBsoH, 
7  waxand. 


*  genderand. 


» JJrorf  (  ?  for  \>eod  ( A.-S.  ffeod)  peo- 
ple; or  A.-S.  ^freotf  ^freaU  a  crowd). 

*^  ne  so  sekou^y, 

^^  duelle  ne  mouh, 

*^  ia  waxen  jf  largid. 

13  pe  yenge  porgh  pei  do  wde, 
(toefes  choose :  see  page  98,  note  >.) 
B 
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258     WH7  HENGIST  AND  HOBSA  HAVE  EinORATED. 


they  make  all 
the  young 
strong  men 
cast  lots,  and 
go  forth  to 
seek  another 
land. 


Just  now  the 
lot  fell  on  us, 


and  our  God 
Mercury 
brought  us 
here." 


e« 


Bot  J7ulke  of  twenty '  wynt^r  elde 

Or  mor^,  ]>at  con  fem  kepe  &  welde, 

On  strong[e]*  men,  lotes  J^ey  kest, 

&  byddem*  go  purchace  ^m  best, 

To  seke  oJ>er  lond  &  lede, 

ffor*  mykel  people  may  hit  nought  fede. 

Mo  chUdre  per  are  of  owre  gendrure 

pan  bestes  are  in  oure  pasture ; 

&  for  we  so  midteplye, 

We  ar  of  'pe  kynde  of  Germenie. 

At  fis  tyme  fel  on  vs  pe  lot, 

per-fore,  nede,  of  lande*  we  mot. 

To  seke  vs  oj^r  on  to  lende; 

&  hidere  oure  Godes  dide  vs  wende; 

Mercuriu5,  pat  vs  saues  &  schildes, 

HaJ?  vs  brought  vnto  pyn  yldea"® 


7344 


7348 


7352 


7356 


Vortiger  asks 
the  names  of 
the  Saxon 
Gods, 

and  which  is 
the  chief. 
Hengist  names 
five. 


but  says,  that 
above  all  others 


"When  pe  kyng  herde  hym  nemne  a  God,^ 

He  asked  J^eTine  how  J?ey  trowd,^ 
&  what  per  Godes  name  hight. 
On  wham  J?ey  trowed^  had  most  myght.      7360 
He  seide,  '*We  haue  Godes  seeres^® 
"  flfor  whos  wyrschip  we  make  auteres;^^ 
"  Mars,  lubiter,  &  Satumus, 
"  Dyane,  &  Mereuryus:  7364 

"  pis  ar  Godes  of  oure  paen  lay, 
"  pat  we  worschipe^*  at  }?er  day. 
"  &  mo  Godes  ^yt  we  holde, 
**  As  oure  auncestres  by-fom  vs  tolde ;         7368 
"  Bot  on  ouer  alle  wyrsehipe'*  we  mest, 


*  ]>Bt  ere  offiften,  (qui  de  quinze 
anssunt,  et  de  plus,  Wace,  i.  319, 
1.  6911.) 

^strange, 

^  bid  iWim. 

of  ondnede. 


*-*  P.  leaves  out  these  two  lines. 

7  herd  >am  neuen.    Deaf  44,  ool.  2.] 

'  trod  (see  next  note).' 

'  whilk  pei  trowed, 

w«€re. 

11  to  whom  we  mak  autere. 

**  wirscbip. 
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i[ 


Sire  Mercuriiw,  &  holde  his  fest. 

Mercury  ys  on  cure  langage 

'Woden,'  louerd,  ys  oure  vsage, — 

Oure  aimcessour  set  hit  so, — 

pe  ferj^e  day  we  halewe  hym  to. 

flfor  we  y(tt  day  worschipeu  hym  alle, 

'  Wodenesday '  Jwt  day  we  calle. 

Wy}H)uten  hym  an  oJ?6r  we  haue, 

A  Godesse  Jwt  we  for  help  to  craue ; 

On  oure  speche  we  ealle  hure  ffre; 

pe  sixte  day,  hure  worschipe  we; 

flfor  *  ffre  *  we  calk  hit  flTryday,^ 

&  worschipe  hure  on  payen  lay." 

pen  seide  )^  kyng,  "  ^e  leue  al  wronge ; 

Wyp  fiJse  Codes  ye  make  monge; 

On  swylk  ar  nought  for  to  leue. 

Hit  ar  flfendes  Jwt  schol  ^ow  greue ; 

&  J?at  sore  ouer-J?y7ikes  *  me ; 

NaJ^eles,"  he  seyde,  "  welcome  ar  '  ^e  ! 

flfayre  men  ^e  are,  &  stalworthe  seme. 

And  ye  wyl  seme  me  to  queme, 

Eumlkon  y  wyl  jow  take,  [leaf  S2.  back, 

&  riche  men  y  schal  ^ow  make. 

pe  Peytes  wayten  me  wy))  wo, 

pe  Scottes  also  vs  brenne*  &  slo; 

^yf  hit  be  so,  ye  may  me  vaille 

To  vencuse  *  J?em  in  pleyn  bataiUe ; 

Qyftes  schol  ye  haue  fid  gode 

Til  ^oure  dofynge  &  ^our  fode; 

&  kepes  wel  ay  J?e  Norths  cost ;  ® 

flfro  J?ennes  comen.  ou6r  al  )?eyr^  ost. 


7372 


Vote  de  die 
MeroarU  A. 
Veneris. 

they  worship 
Mercury  or 
Woden;  his 
day  is  the 
fourth  of  the 
^   ^     week,  and 
7376  therefore  called 
Wodensday. 
Also  they  have 
a  Goddess 
Fre ;  and  her 
»7QQ/\  day,  the  sixth, 
'•^^"  is  caUed  Fry- 
day. 


Vortiger  tells 

>.noi  them  that  their 
7384?  Qo^ 


are  fiends ; 


7388  ^°*>  neverthe- 
less, 

if  they'll  serve 
col.l.]*»^™» 

7392 

against  the 
I^cts  and  Scots, 


7396 

he'll  g:ive  them 
rich  gifts. 

They  most 

7400  ^««P  ^«U  *^« 

north  honn- 
dary. 


*  itfreaday, 
321,  L  6960.) 

•  weicom  ere, 

*  rohhe, 

•  venquia. 


(Freedai,   TFioce,  I 


*  \>e  north  kepis  ay  weU  fnU  cost 
A  fVesh  hand  writes  a  page  here  in 
the  Petyt  MS.,  (\ea£  44,  back,)  and 
the  initial  qw-  for  wh-  comes  in  :  see 
notes  »,  ^°,  p.  261,  below. 

7  l>ine  comys  euete  aft  o^, 
B  2 
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260    VORTIGER   AND  THE  SAXONS  BEAT  THE  PICTS. 


Thus  Vortiger 
brings  the 
Saxons  among 
the  Britons. 


.  "  Loke  y  fynde  in  ^ow  no  feyntyse ; 

.  "  le  schul  me  serue  of  swylk  seruise." 
On  )7ys  manure  come  |?e  Saxouns  * 

,  porow  ffortyger  among  J?e  Bretouns. 

,  Hengiet  tok  leue  at  J?e  kyng6, 

.  To  Londona  *  for  to  brynge  his  fyng ; 
&  sone  com  to  pe  court  agayn 
WyJ?  manye  fair^  knyght  &  swayn. 


7404. 


7408 


Soon  after, 
the  Scots  and 
Picts 

ravage  Eng- 
land 

np  tothe 
Humber. 
Vortiger  and 
the  Saxons 
march  against 
them. 


and  driye  them 
back. 


Vortiger  is  a 
jolly  man  over 
this, 


jf  De  Bello  int^r  Saxon^^  ft  Pyctos. 

TITel  sone  after  J?at'  pey  were  come, 
pe  Scottes  &  Peytes  bataille  nome, 

And  comen  faste  in-til  J?ys  lond, 

Pylede*  &  brente  al  jiat  J?ey  fond;  7412 

Right '  to  Humber  water  J>ey  cam. 

pe  kyng  wy'p  Saxons^  ageyn  fern  nam, 
.  pe  Saxons  ®  were  J^er-of  ful  bly}^, 
.  pey  arrayed  hem  wel,  &  J^ydeward  swyjie/  7416 

pey  smyte  to-gedere  bataille  smert ; 

pe  Peytes  were  euere  ful  egre  of  hart, 

pey  stode  wel  furst  &  hardyly; 

ffor  J7ey  were  wond  to  haue  ^e®  mais^W,      7420 

pey  wende  haue  had  |>er  elde  custume, 

pe  IcTiger  ageyn  \>e  Bretons  J?ey  nome. 

per  wenyng  J^at  day  )?ey  tynt, 

ffor  J?e  Saxons^  did  pem  bakward  stynt,      7424 
^  [&  were  discounfet  at  Jwt  dai ; 

pe  Sessons  bare  fe  prise  a-wai.]® 
.  pen  was  J?e  kyng  a  ioly  ^®  man 
.  pat  he  )?e  bataille  of  J?em  so  wan  ;  7428 


*  sessaims, 
^lond. 

'  wcis  it  not  long  sethen, 

*robbid. 

*reght. 

*  $enoM. 


7  dyght  \>€m  wele  ff  YitUr  8wi\>e, 
^  trer  won  haue, 

'"'From  P.,  representing   lines 
6995-6  of  Wace  (i.  323). 
w  ioiefuU, 
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HENGI8T  TELLS  VORTIGER  OF  HIS  BARONS*  HATE.  261 


pen  let  he  mykel  ^  of  J^e  Saxons,^ 
&  dide  hem  amende  per  liuersons.^ 
pe  kyng  gaf  Hengist  faire*  maners 
In  Kent,  &  fele  o\fere  stedes  seers :  ^ 
pys  loue  lested  bytwyxt  J^em  longe, 
ffeyjrfullike,  wel  &  strong. 
Hengist  sey  til  hym  J?e  word  wold  schape,^ 
His  nedes  to  spede  ]>en  had  he  rape;^ 
.  He  sey  oj?  er  do  ®  jier  queyntyse, 
.  Wher-of  auauntage  myghte  aryse,^ 
&  also  }H)ughte  he  ]fan  seye  som  j^ynge 
flTor  to  plese  wy)7-al  J?e  kyng. 
On  a  day  by  ^e  kyng  he  sat, 
.  To-gydere  spekynge  of  many  what ;  ^® 
He  sey  J?e  kyng  was  mury^'  at  ese, 
WyJ?  his  conseil  he  gan  hym  plese: 
'*  Sir^,"  he  seis,  "  ^e  han  do  ^^  me  honour, 
**  &  mykel  y  haue  y-take  ^^  of  ^our. 
"  ^yf  y  haue  s^rued  pe  to  willc, 
"  ^yt  bettere  wol  y  forward  fulfylle ; 
"  &  mikel  haue  y  herd  &  seen 
"  Syj?en  y  haue  y  J?y  court  y-ben  ;  ^^ 
"  ffor  )?ou  hast  neyper  baron  ne  knyght, 
"  pat  alle  ne  hate  j?e  wy)?  her  '*  myght. 
"  Of  two  childre  y  here  J?em  speke, 
"  pat  on  J?e  harde  schuP*^  J7em  wreke; 


makes  the 
Saxons  large 
allowances, 
and  gives 
•7409  Hengist  many 
Z*,)^  fair  places. 


7436 


7440 


One  day 
Hengist  says  to 
Vortiger, 


7444 


7448 


[lf.32,blc.,cl.2.] 
7452  "I  find  that  all 
your  barons 
and  knights 
hate  you, 
and  talk  of  two 
children  who 


^  )>e  king  lete  mikiit. 

^  seasons, 

3  did  amend  |>er  liueresons. 

*  of  his. 

^  In  Lindesai  in  stedis  sers.  (In 
Londesia  regione,  Gal/,  Moh.,  vi. 
11  ;  Lindesee,  MS.  du  Roi,  75153-3- 
Colb. ;  Lindesie,  MS.  du  Roi,  73, 
Cange,  Wace^  i.  323.) 

•  saw  \>e  werld  wild  shape, 
1  for  to  spede  §•  rape. 

«  MS.  to.     P.  has  do.     (Wace's 


comment  'Comme  cascuns  &ire 
«  devroit,'  (i.  323,  1.  7006),  on  Hen- 
gist's  *D*avancir  soi  s*enlremetoit,' 
is  not  translated.) 

•  qwere-of  auauutige  mote  rise, 

*•*  spehin  ofmani  qwat. 

*'  wele. 

^  Sir  king  \>ou  has  done, 

^^had. 

^*  Alls  I  haue  in  \>i  court  bien, 

^*  aU  i>e  hate  at  \>er. 

»«  of  \>efui  herd  ]>ei  sait. 


[If.  4*,  bk.. 
col.  2.J 
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HENOIST  ASKS  YORTIOER  K>B  A  CASILE. 


shall  avenge 

(( 

themselves  on 

C( 

you, 

11 

ti 

• 

and  bring  yon 

u 

to  an  evil  end. 

It 

u 

When  I  hear 

it 

this, 

€€ 

I  think  rd 

t( 

better  send  to 

U 

Saxony  for  my 

kin, 

and  then  I 

it 

coold  protect 

it 

you  better. 

• 

Also  if  I  had 
any  fortlet, 

'we  should  be 
more  secure 
against  our 
enemies. 
It  would  be 
better  for  you 


per  lige  lordes  J>ey  scholden^  ben, 

porow  heritage  of  )?er  fiuJeres  fe ;  7456 

&  hynne  schort  terme*  schul^  fey  come, 

&  of  Ys  bo]>e  take  heade  dome : 

&D  ]nB  js  ^  comune  sawe  of  alle, 

pat  yueP  endyng  on  )?e  schal'  falle.         7460 

pU8  fey  frete  wyf*  manace, 

&  fid  yuel  J^ey*^  procure  &  purchace. 

When  y  here  fern  yu8  ^elpe, 

pen  J>enky®  how  y  myght  ^ow  helpe;       7464 

per-fore  to  Saxoyne  woldy  sende,^ 

ffor  my  sib  kynde,  &  ofcr  freinde; 

&  ^if  y  her  hadde  childi-e  or  ®  wyf, 

pen  were  y  holden,  on  lymes  &  lyf,  7468 

pe  forto  socot6re  &  to  saue 

Wyf  al  fe  strengf e  •  y  myghte  haue  ; 

pe  sikerer  mightest  fow'®  be  for  me, 

&  y  scholde  deserue  more  loue  of^^  fe;    7472 

ffor  alle  fyn  enemis,  faw  fey  wild'*  fond, 

Ne  durate  nought  reue  fe  a  fot  of  lond. 

flfor  y  f e  serue  &  loue  truely, 

Haue  y  on  me  many  enemy;  7476 

&  y  lyg  euere  so  naked  syde, 

&  oure  fomen  spred  ful  wyde; 

^yf  y  had  ony  fforcelet, 

To  haue  fer-inne  som  '*  syker  recet,  7480 

pen  myghte  we  fe  more  be  syker, 

What  tyme  our  enemis  wold  giue  vs  byker. 

per-fore  wer  hit  prow  to  fe 

pat  y  hadde  som^*  castel  or  cite  7484 


^  In  scort  time. 

*An   iueO   ('ill'  was  the  first 
scribe's  word). 
*  ]>ei  ]>e  with  itt. 
» And  to. 
«  ]>ink  J. 
7  in  to  8€88on  wild  .1.  send. 


^  On  aU)>e  pjxrtenaunce. 
^^  mote  )>oti. 

"  i  suld  be  loued  hettirfor, 
"  enmis  Jh>m  ««• 
^  haue  on. 

i^ot>er    [leaf    45,    in  the  first 
scribe's  hand  again]. 
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HOW  HENGIST  GETS  A  BULL'S  HIDE  OF  LAND.     263 


"  Where-inne  y  mighte  saudy  slepe, 

"  pat  none  enemis  on  vs  lepe ; 

"  [wele  more  fan,  )>ei  wild  me  doute]  * 

"  J)an  fey  do  now  y  lygge  )?er-oute."  7488 

uenne  seide  fe  kyng  vnto  Hengist, 

"  porow  sonde  y  wolde  fy  folk  hit  wist, 
"  pat  fey  were  her  when  we  had  nede ; 
"  Inow  fey  scholden  haue^  to  mede.  7492 

"  To  gyue  fe  a  toon,  y  ne  may, 
"  ffor  fou  art  of  f e  Payen  lay ; 
"  ffolye  hit  were,  more  fan  resoun, 
"  To  gyue  a  Payen  a  Cristen  toun  ;  7496 

**  Of  ofer  fyng  fe  entermet, 
**  ffor  of  toun  getestow  no  recet." 


ifl  had  a  castle 
or  city." 


Vortiger 


refuses  alto- 
ICether  to  give  a 
Christian  town 
to  Hengist,  a 
heathen. 


S« 


JT  De  cordys  Corey  Taury. 

Syn  fou/'  seide  Hengist,  "  wyfseyst  fat  me, 

7500 


.  "  A  skylful  preiere  fou  graunte  me : 
"  Of  fy  maners  fat  y  mot  haue — 
"  Wher-inne  fat  y  may  my  lif  saue — 
*'  Namore  lond,*  wyd  ne  syd, 
"  pan  y  may  sprede  a  boles  hyd." 
pat  graunted  anon  kyng  ffortygeme. 
pen  Hengist  of  sente  his  frende  ^erne ; 
A  boles  hyde,  he  broughte  hit  fyder ; 
On  f onges  he  carf  hit  al  *  to-gyder, 
And  knytte  hem  alle  fen  on  o  fonge; 
&  al  so  fer  as  hit  was  long, 
&  euenlik  al  so  mykel  in  brede, 
pe  lond  he  tok  hit  ouer  ^ede. 


»  From  the  Petyt  MS. 

^'  SaidHengisty  i/)fOU  wiUnouhL 
ne  dor  not  gi/,L  pe  ofsoufU, 


**  Well  then," 
says  Hengist, 
"  give  me  at 
least  as  mach 
ground  as  a 
hull's  hide  '11 
cover." 


7604 


7608 

Deaf  88.3 


7612 


Vortiger  agrees 
to  do  this ; 

and  Hengist 
cuts  his  hull's 
hide  into 
thongs, 
knits  these 
into  one, 
takes  the  square 
measure  of  that 
in  land, 


on  of  pi  manera  ptJ  ./.  haue. 

ffnnte  it  me  myself  to  satie, 
*  neno  more  land, 
^  Uiuongee  he  harue  it  att. 
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HSKOIST  BUILDS  THOKQ  CASTLEl 


builds  a  fortlet 
on  it, 


and  calls  it 
Thong  Castle. 


.  pe  lond  aboute  he  dide  hit  stake, 
A  fforcelet  'person  'pa/n  dide  he  make, 
&  on  his  wyse^  he  gaf  hit  name^ 
*  pe  Castel  of  ponges/  *  pe  firste  fame ; 
.  Sjm,  als  schorter  speche  fel, 
.  Hit  was  called  *  pong  castel ; '  * 
.  Bot  Frenschemen  couj^e  nought  so  seye, 
&i  caldit  *  Castel  de  Correye ; ' 
,  pat  vse  *  men  by^onde  pe  se, 
&  Bretons  caldit  *  Kaer  Karra'*^ 


7616 


7520 


f  Eze   Castellum  &ctu7;^  est,  col    dedit   nome;^ 
J^ongcastre. 
When  pongcastre®  was  al  closed, 


Hengist's 
friends  come  in 
16  ships, 


and  with  them 
his  lovely 
daughter 
Ronewen 


(whom  stupid 
people  say  was 
called  Inge). 


pe  name  y-gyuen,'  oueral  alosed, 


7524 


Of  J?o  pat  Hengyst  sente  his  sonde, 

per  comen  sexten  schipe®  to  londe, 

Wyp  mikel  folk,  knyghtes,  swaynes, 

&  opere  pat  were  of  his  demaynes.  7528 

(T  In  a  schip  wyj?  gentil®  men 

Com  Hengiste  doughter  pat  hight  Ronewen,^® 

A  ^ong  woman  &  lonely,^' 
.  Auenaunt,  &  fair  &  semly ;  ^  7532 

•  Bot  fis  lewed  men  sey  &  synge, 
.  &  telle  pat  hit  was  mayden  Inge.** 


1  langage. 

«  Vancastre  (TTacc,  i.  827),  MS. 
da  Boi,  27  ;  Gancastre,  MS.  du  Roi, 
73,  Cang^;  Tuancastre,  MS.  de 
I'Aps.,  171,B.-L. 

'  thuangcasteit, 

*  vses, 

*  Wace  adds  that  many  now  call 
it  *  Lancastre  '  who  don't  know  the 
cause  of  its  first  name,  L  7082-4. 

*  thuang  casieU, 
^  giffen, 

«  xiij.  ecMppis.      [leaf  45,  coL  2.] 


(dix  huit  n&.  Wace,  i.  327, 1.  7087 ; 
decem  et  octo  nanes,  Golf,  Mon,  yL 
12.) 

*  geentiU  [leaf  45,  ool.  £.]  the  second 
scribe  wrote  this  column  and  the 
next  two:  see  his  9,  -i/,  -t«,  -in,  in 
the  notes  "  p.  266;  ",  p.  264;  ", 
p.  266  ;  '»  ",  p.  265. 

>o  Roven,  Wace,i.  328, 1.  7091. 

*•  a  fair  woman  Sf  a  loueU. 

^3  auenaunt  gret  fffair  was  hi. 

^'  and  teJUt  U  was  a  may  din 
yinge. 
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HENQIST  ASKS  VORTIOEB  TO  THONG  CASTLE.      265 


.  Wryten  of  Inge/  no  derk  may  kenne, 
.  Bot  of  Hengist^  doughtcr,  Ronewenne. 
.  Al  J^  folk  Hengist  fore  sent ; 
.  To  poncastre  *  ilkon  J?ey  went. 
.  (ffro  Angle,  a  contre  in  Saxonye, 
.  Comen  alle  Hengistes  compaynie ; 
.  So  'pat  for  Angle,  y  vnderstond, 
,.  Bretayne  was  cald  Engelond.) 

pen  Hengiste  faste  hym  purueyd,* 

&  sente  unto  }?e  kyng,  &  seyd, 
.  *  Preyenge,*  as  he  loued  his  gri}?, 

*  pat  he  wolde  ony  night  herberwe*  him 
'  A  day  to  ete  a  sop,  &  drynke, 

*  &  se  his  werk,  how  'pat  hym  pynke ; 

*  &  of  his  folk,  how  pat  hyra  |K)ught, 

.  *  &  wyj^holden  ^  po  pat  to  hym  dought/ 
.  Hengystes  ^  werk  fayn  wolde  he  se ; 
He  ^ede  |?ider  al  in  pryuete. 
Whan  he  hit  saw,  wel  he  hit  preised, 
&  pat  per  myght  be  folk  wel  aysed ;  ® 
&  ]?o  knyghte®  )7at  late  cam, 
ffor  per  sonde  wyp  hym  J>ey  nam. 
Hengist  pat  day  dide  his  myght 
pat  al  was  ^®  glad,  kyng  &  knyght ; 
&  als  }>ey  were  best  in  gladyng, 
&  wel  cuppe-schoten,^^  knyght  &  kyng. 


Woto  de  nomi- 
ne Snfftf  onda 

7536  (In  a  later  hand.) 
Hengist's 
friends  come 
from  Angle  in 
Saxony,  and 
that  is  why 

7540  Britain  is 

called  England. 


7544 


wyh 
7548 


Hengist 

prays  Vortiger 
to  come  and 
see  Thong 
Castle, 


7552  Vortiger  goes, 

and  likes 
Hengist's  castle 
and  his  friends. 

7566 


When  Vortiger 
is  merry  at  the 
feast,  and  well 
7560  cup-shotten, 


1  writin  of  Ingge,  Robert  Man- 
ning poohpoohs  this  Inge  notion 
again,  when  writing  of  King  Engel, 
near  the  end  of  the  first  part  of  his 
Stori, 

-  thuang  casteU,  P.  leaves  out 
the  next  four  lines,  7539-42. 

^  A  day  Hengesi  him  purueid. 

*  Praid  him. 


*  A  night  herber, 

8  fr  held. 

7  )>e  king  his. 

®|>a4  ]>as  myglit  folk  be  wele 
asaied. 

'  knightes. 

»o  wer. 

"  cop  schotin.  (enivr^,  WacCy  i. 
239,1.7108.) 
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266   OF  THE  FAIB  BONEWEN,  AND  OF  "WASSAIL." 


comes  the 
beautiful  Bone- 
wen  with  a  cup 
of  wine, 


kneels  to  him, 
and  says, 

Wassail. 

Vortiger  asks 
what  it  means, 


and  Sir  Breyth, 
who  knows 
SSaxon, 

tells  him  that 
Bonewen  has 
greeted  him  as 
king, 

according  to 
the  Saxon 
custom. 


and  that  he*s  to 

answer  Drynk 

hayl, 

and  BonewenUI 

kiss  him, 

and  then  he*8  to 

kiss  her. 


jf  Eze  Bonewenna,  pnlcra  pneUa,  qt^om  Bex  fforty- 
f^erua  d68po;2saiiit  ^cundum  legem  Faganor^^m. 

ffiro  chaumbre  cam  Ronewenne  so  gent, 

Byfore  \q  kyng  in  halle  scheo  went; 

A  coupe  wyj?  wyn  sche  hadde  in  hande,    cif.33,coL2.] 

And  hure  atyr^  was  wel  farande;  7564 

Byfore  )?e  kyng  o  knes  sche  hir  sette, 

In  hure  langage  fill  faire  him  grette: 

"  Wassayl,  my  lord  !  wassail !  "^  seyd  sche. 

pen  asked  )>e  kyng  what  Jwt  myght'  be :    7568 

On  fat  langage  )7e  kyng  ne  couJtc, 

Bot  a  knygh[t]  fat  speche  had  lered  ^  in  joufe — 

Breyf*  highte  fat  knyght,  y-bom-  Bretoun, 

pat  wel  spak  langage  of  Saxomi.^  7572 

pys  Bref  was  fe  kynges  latynier;^ — 

&  what  scheo  seyde,  teldyt  flTortyger :  ® 

"  Sire,"  Bref  seyde,  "  Ronewertne  ^ow  gretes, 

**  And  kyng  caUes,  &  lord  ^ow  letes ;  7576 

"  pys  ys  fer  custume  &  fer  gest, 

"  Whan  they  am  at  J?er  [ale  or]®  fest, 

"  Ilk  man  fat  loues,  fer  hym  best  fynk^® 

"  Schal  sey  'wassail,"  &  to  hym  drynk;       7580 

"  He  fat  haldes  schal  sey^^  'wassayl,' 

"  pat  ofer  schal  seye  ageyn  'drynk  hayl'; 

"  pat  seys  [wassayl]  drynkes^'  of  fe  coppe; 

"  Kissing  his  felawe,  he  gyuef  ^'  hit  vppe ;  7584 

"  'Drynk  hail/  he  seyf,  &  drynkef "  fer-of, 

•*  Kyssjmg^  hym  in  bourde  &  scof." 


^hirhathr, 

3  Laverid  kmgl  wassaiit, 

3  >e  king  askid  wkat  suld, 

*  langage  krid, 
*Brey.  De»f  46,  back.] 

•  \fat  lerid  \>e  langage  ofsessoun. 
7  Brey  was  ]>e  Uttinier, 

9  toid  Vortager, 


^  are  at  ite  ok  or, 

^^  louts  qware  him  jx'nA. 

^*  bidis  saU  sag. 

'^  sais  wosselU  drinkis, 

*3  Kissand  his  f daw  he  giues, 

^*  drinks. 

1*  kissand. 
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pe  kyng  seide  as  )^  knight  gan  kenne, 
"  Drynk  hayl,"  smylynge^  on  Ronewenne. 
Ronewenne  drank  right  as  hure  lyst, 
&  gaf  )?e  kyng,  &  syn  hym  ^  kist. — 
pat  was  ]7e  firste  wassail  in  dede,        « 

.  pat  now  &  euere  )?e  '  fame  jede. 
Of  ]Kii  wassail  men  tolde  gret  tale, 
&  vsed  'wassail'  when  ]?ey  were  at  )7ale, 
&  'drynkhair  to  'pern  )?at  drank; 
\>U8  was  wassail  take*  to  Jwtnk. — 
\  fful  often  yu8  }?ys*  mayden  ^yng 

.  Wassailed  &  kyste  \>er  'pe  kyng  f 
Of  body  sche  was  ful  auenaunt, 
Of  fair  colour,  wyp  swet  semblaunt. 
Hure  atir,  ful  wel  hit  byseraed  f 
Merueillyke  j?e  kyng  seheo®  quemed; 
Out  of  mesure  was  he  glad, 
Opon®  pat  mayden  he  wax  al  mad. 
pe  ffend  &  dronkenesse  hit  wrought  ;*^ 
On^^  pat  Payen  was  al  his  )K>ught. 
As  meschaunce  }?at  tyme^^  hym  spedde,^ 
He  asked  pat  Payen  for  to  wedde; 
&  Hengist  wemde  hym  bot^*  lyte, 
Bot  graunted  hure  hym  al  so  tyt; 
&  Hors  his  broj^er  (xmsented  sone ; 
Hire  frendes  seyd  alle,  hit  was  ^*  to  done ; 
pey  askede  pe  kyng  to  gyue^^  hure  Kent, 
In  dowarye,  to  take  of  rent. 


Vortiger  says, 
"Drynk  hayl," 

7589  ^^^  Ronewen 
kisses  hJTn- 


7592  (^^^  ^^^ 
wassail  and 

drynkhail 

brought  in 

here.) 

7596 

Ronewen  was- 
sails and  kisses 
Vortiger  often ; 
and  she's  so 

7600  P"*^ 

and  well 
dressed, 


7604  that  he  gets 
quite  wild 
about  her,  and, 
worked  on  by 
the  devil  and 
drunkenness, 

7608  asks  to  wed  her* 
Hengist  at  once 
gives  her  to 


7612 


and  asks  for 
Kent  as  her 
dowry. 


'  IhinhheiU  smiland, 

'  gaue  pe  king  sine  him. 

'  if  PtU  first  of. 

*  tane. 

^-^  These  lines  are  in  the  MS.  de 
Ste.  Gen.  Y.  of  Wace,  foL  10. 
Wace,  i.  332,  note  b, 

Effete  sithes  ptU. 

7  Hir  hatirefuU  wele  it  semid, 

^  MerueUke  pe  king  sche. 


'fforof. 

^^  Drunkenes  pefeend. 
1^  Of. 

^^  One    stroke  too  many  in  the 
MS.  m. 

'**  A  meschaunche  ptit  time  him  led. 
^*  Hengist  wUd  noghi  draw  o, 
**  Hirfrendis  said  it  were. 
^^9ife»    Deaf  45,  bwk.  001.2.] 
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268        YOBTIQER  MABBIES  THl2  PAGAN  BONEWEK. 


Vortiger  gives 
Kent  to 
Bonewen, 
weds  her  in 
Pagan  wise, 

wi&oat  Priest 
or  Mass, 

and  has  her 
that  night 

Earl  Qorogon, 
who  holds 
Kent,  doesn't 
know  it  is  given 
to  Uengist, 
till  he  is  driven 
oat 

Vortiger  dis- 
pises  the 
Christians, 
and  they  for- 
sake him. 

So  do  his  three 
children  by  his 
former  wife. 


Vortimer, 
Patens,  and 
Catyger. 


Ypon  ]>at  mayde  bis  herte  so  kast, 
What-so  J?ey  asked,^  ]^  kyng  mad  fast.         7616 
I  wene  )7e  kyng  tok  hure  j?at  day, 
&  wedded  hure  on  Payens  lay. 
Of  prest  was  ]^v  no  benisoun, 
Ne  messe  songen,  ne  orysoun;  7620 

In  sesyn  J?e  kyng  had  hure*  fat  nyght;  '^^^'^j'- 
Of  Kent  he  gaf  Hengist  J^  ryght. 
pe  Erl  Jxxt  tyme  )wt  Kent'  held, 
Sire  Gorogon,  J>at  bar*  Jtc  seheld,  7624 

Of  Jxxt  gyfb  no  ]>yng  he  ne  wyste 
Til  he  was  dryuen  out*  wyj?  Hengist. 
pe  Payens  coTiseil  ]^  kyng  vnderstod, 
&  despised  J^  Cristene  blod;  7628 

&  alle  )?e  Cristene  hym  forsok, 
fFor  he  hym  to  ]^  Payens  tok; 
His  owen  kynde  hated  hym  mest,® 
His  children  loued  hym  alder  lest  J  7632 

Byfore  tyme  he  hadde  a  wyf. 
But  de|?  hadde  departed®  J^r  lyf ; 
Wy|?  Jwtt  wyf  he  had  }?re  sones 
.  pat  helde  ageyn  hym  for  ]?e  Bretons ;  7636 

pe  eldest  highte  sire  Vortymer, 
pat  oJ?er,  Patens,  and  Catyger.® 


Hengist  says  to 
Vortiger, 


"  We  are  both 
hated; 


JT  De  blandicione  Heng^isty. 

Hengist  wente  wy)>  )?e  kyng  aboute. 

To  be  syker  for  drede  &  doute, 

&  seyde,  "y  se  hit  on  many  gate 

*'  pat  )70u  for  me  of  summe  hast '®  hate ; 


7640 


*  ]>tU  [>ei  askid, 

«  seisine  he  had  hir.  (si  Tot,  WacCj 
.  7183.) 
3  Ereit  .  .  .  Kent  ait. 
*had, 
^  To  he  was  cast  oute. 


^  kin  hotid  him. 

7  childir  loued  him  alle  Imt, 

^  Bot  dede  had  depart. 

•  Jx?  toi>eT  Passence  ff  Katiger. 

>o  has. 
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"  &  y  am — syker  mot  ye  be — 

"  Hated  for  ^  loue  of  )w.  7644 

"  poxx  art  my  sone,  for  ]?ys  skyle, 

"  pou  hast^  my  dough ter;  as  lawe  hit  wyle, 

"  Y  am  )>y  fader,  als  iii  honour 

"  To  be  )>e  a  god  conseillour;  7648 

"  if  }J^  ]^^  '^i'^  regne,  trist  on  me  wel, 

**  &  help  on  my  partie  som  del. 

"  jyf  }wu  wilt  greue  ]7yn  enemis, 

"  Y  schal  J?e  conseiUe  by  god  auis,^  7652 

"  Send  after  my  sone,  sire  Octa, 

"  &  ffor  his  cosyn  Ebsa^' 

"  &  ffor  a  noble  knyght  *  Kerdyk ; 

"  in  al  Saxoyne  nar*  non  )?em  lyk;  7656 

'*  pey  ar  fighters,  &  noble  iustours,^ 

"  &  queynte  meT^  &  werreyourfs] ; 

"  Gyf  hem  lond  y  }?e  nor}?  to  lende, — 

"  Py  werre  come)?  euere  in  by  ]?at  ende,^ — 

"  fto  ]7yn  enemis  )?ey  schul®  Jje  were,  7661 

"  );at  nought  of  }?yn  schuUe  J?ey  ®  dere ; 

"  So  myght  "pou  haue,  til  yy  deses^^® 

"  O  J^s  half  Humber  }?y  lond  in  pes."  7664 

jf  pen  seyde  'pe  kyng,  "  send  after  Jw, 

"  &  of  ];e  beste,  ^yf  per  be  mo.*' 

Hengist  hadde  his  sonde  ^^  sone ; 

pern  to  brynge  )?ey  were  al  bone ;  7668 

WyJ?  hem  cam  a  fflute  of  flBode, 

pritty  schipes^  alle  gode; 

Knyghtes  J?at  wolde  wende  for  wages, 

Wy|?  Octa  wentcTi  to  J^  ryuages.  7672 


and  as  Vm 
your  fiither, 
rm  booDcl  to 
give  70U  good 
counsel. 


Therefore  I 
advise  you  to 
send  for  my  son 
Octa,  his  cousin 
Ebsa,  and  a 
noble  knight, 
Kerdyk, 


and  settle  them 
in  the  north 

to  protect  you 
against  your 


Vorti^er  bids 
Hengist  send 
for  them, 


and  they  come 
with  30  ship- 
loads of 
knights. 


^  L  sait  \>e  counseiU  a  gode  vis, 

3  Ebiasa  (in  Wace,  and  Geoff, 
too). 

*man.  [leaf  46.]  The  first  scribe 
begins  again. 

^  sessone  ere, 

•  pise  erefeihters  nolnU  in  stours. 


'  See  p.  235,  L  6703-4 ;  p.  259, 
1.  7399,  7400,  &c. 

^  saU.  9  saU  rchhe  ne. 

^^  may  |k)u  haf  to  JH*  decese, 

^*  had  his  sondes. 

**  k  trois  cent  n^s,  Wace,  L  335, 
1.  7281 ;  cum  trecentis  navibus, 
Golf.  Mon.  vi.  13. 
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270     VORTIMER,  SON  OF  VOBTIGER,   IS  MADE  KING. 


Then  come 
smaller  parties 
of  Saxons, 


till  there  are  as 
many  Pa^;ans 
as  Christians 
in  England. 
This  annoys 
the  Britons,  and 
they  ask  Vor- 
tiger 


to  send  them 
out  of  the 
country. 

He  will  not. 


After  Jwt  fflute,  com  ouer  )>e  se 
• .  Schipes  vmwhile  by  two  or  ^  J^re, 
*By  foure  &  fyne,  by  six  &  seuene, 

By  eyghte  &  nyne,  by  ten  &  enleuene;^     7676 

In  a  }?rowe  were  mo  Payen  men,   Deaf8s,back,coi.2.] 

Or  al  so  manie,  as  were  Ciisten. 

pis  seye  )?e  Bretons,  &  were  onoyed,' 

&  seide  J>e  kyng  ]?e  lond  destruyed;  7680 

To  pe  kyng  ]>ey  pleyned  in  curteys  sawe;* 

"  Payens  ageyn  )?e  Cristen  lawe 

"  Bygynne)>  gretly  vs  to  greue; 

"  To  wende  a-wey,  sire,  gyue  )?em*  leue,     7684 

"  Alle,  or  J7e  moste  partye, 

*'  ffor  to  Cristendom  ye  do  vylenye." 

pe  kyng  answered,  &  seyde,  '*  nay, 

"  Y  sente  for  )?em;  J?ey  seme  to  pay."         7688 


On  this  the 
Britons 


make  Vortimer 
king, 


and  hy  his 
order 

drive  the 
Saxons  out  of 
his  dominions. 


jf  VortimeruB,  filins  ffortig^mi,  factuB  est  Bex. 

TX/'han  )?e  Bretons  herde  Jwt  'pe  kynge 
Wolde  nooght  leue  for  no  ]?ynge, 

At  Londone  ]>ey  sette  a  Parlement, 

&  Vortymer  to  kyng  pey  hent,  7692 

pe  eldest  sone  of  fFortyger, 

pat  was  a  donghti  baeheler. 
.  pis  Vortymer  dide  crie  a  cry, 
.  *  pat  no  Saxon  ^  were  so  hardy,  7696 

.  *  In  his  demeynes  dwelle  ne  be, 
.  *  Neyper  in  burgh  ne  in  cite,' 

Anon  alle  out  he  dide  hem  keste :  ^ 


'6t. 

^*  P.  leaves  out  these  two  lines, 
HionghWace  begins  at  four  ships 
and  goes  np  to  ten,  i.  3d5, 1.  72S7-8. 

'  noied, 

*  ]>ei  prtaed  Asm  he  tuld  not  drauh. 

*MS.  iw.    P.p/)Him.  (D^parte 


les,  Wace,  i.  836, 1.  7249  ;  at  ipsos 

expelleret,  Ga\f.  Mon,  yi.  IS.) 

•     .     .     •     .     krie  a  kri 

]ftJno  seasone* 

7  amertU  aU  did  pam  out  kett, 

[leaf4e,  001.9.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VORTIMER  CHASES  AND  DEFEATS  THE  SAXONS.    271 


Among  )>e  Bretons  myghter  non  reste.^ 

pe  kyng,  for  lone  of  his  wyf, 

Held  wyj?  J>e  Saxons,  &  meyntend  strif.' 


7700 


Vortiger  holds 
with  the 
Saxons, 


De  infortnniis  Saxonu^. 

.  Hys  sone  hadde  J?er-wyJ?  ennje, 

.  &  sey  his  ffader  meyntende  folye ;  7704 

He  spied  )?e  Saxoyns,'*  whar  )?ey  ware, 
&  chased  hem  as  hound  do}?  J?e  *  hare ; 
His  folk  was  god,  hym-self  doughti, 
&  meyntende  wel  his  party.  7708 

Baldely  bolded  on  hym  ]?e  Bretons 
Ageyns  his  fader  &  ^e  Saxons;^        De  exilis 
SovLve  tymes  ]?ey  bataille  nomen,        Soxomxm, 
&  euere  ]7e  Saxoyns^  were  ouer-comen  ;       7712 
pe  firste  bataille  was  vpon  Derewent, 

.  per  were  J?e  Saxons  '  alle  y-schent ; 
pat  o^er  at  Berforde,  att  a  brok,* 
per  ye  Saxons  eft  bataille  tok,^  7716 

per  was  Hors  &  manye  ano)?er 
Ageyn  Catyger,  Vortymeres  broj^er; 

,  Gretly  J>ey  ^emde  ilk  o^er  tasayle, 
&  bo^e  were  slayn  at  }?at  bataille.  7720 

pe  J^ridde  tyme  in  Kent,  at  an  hauen; 
To  )?er  schipes  )>er^  )?ey  were  drawen; 
per  wer  J?ey  so  harde  byset, 
pey  fledde  to  )>e  yle  of  Tanet;  7724 

ffro  by^onde  Humber,  vnto  Jwt  ylde. 
Was  no  Saxon'*  so  bold  ne  wylde, 
pat  he  ne  dide  hym  J^yder  chace. 


bat  Vortimer 
hunts  them 
down  like  a 
hound  does  a 
hare. 


Four  tiroes  do 
the  Britons 
beat  the  Saxons 
in  battle : 

1.  OnDerwent; 

2.  At  Berford, 

where  Horsa 
and  Catyger 


are  both  slain  : 
3.  In  Kent, 


when  the 
Saxons  flee  to 
the  Isle  of 
Thanet 


*  non  mot  rest 

3  held  pe  sessons  mantende  stryfe, 
'  sessons, 

*  )>am  ais  hunde  dos. 

'^  Breford  at  a  broke,    (Epifor, 


Wace,    I    7273;    Episford,    Gal/. 

Mon,^ 

•  ]>er  eftsons  bataUe  JJo  toke, 

7  as.    P.  transposes  the  next  two 

lines. 
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272    THE  SAXONS  ARE  FORCED  TO  LEAVE  ENGLAND. 


4.  In  the  Isle  of 
Thanet,  where 
they  follow  the 
Saxons, 

who  die  for 
hunger. 


Then  the 
Saxons  ask 
Vortiger 
to  get  them 
leave  irom 
Vortimer  to 
leave  his  land 
peaceably  ; 


and  they  sidl 
off,  leaving 
their  wives  and 
children  be- 
hind. 


,  ffor  in  ffortiger^  }?ey  fond  no  grace, 
pe  Bretons  folewed  yem  &  slowe ; 
po  J?at  ascaped,  to  |Je  hil*  J?ey  drowe. 
I  ]?e  yle  J^ey  assailled  ]7em  }?er-ynne 
Wi)>  botes,  as  fey  myghte  )>em'  wynne; 
By  ]7e  se  syde  on  J^em  J?ey  carf ; 
O  ]?e  o^er  syde  for  hunger  ]>ey  starf. 
Jkm  sey  Saxons*  on  ilk  syde  wo, 
&  JTOughte  best  *  were  to  wende  )>er-tro ; 
pey  sente  her  sonde  to  ffortyger, 

*  pat  he  wolde  so  sende  to^  Vortymer, 

*  To  gyue  hem  leue  a-wey  to  wende 

*  Wy|?outen  slaughter,^  as  he  was  hende; 
.  *  ffor  jTey  ne  leften  nyght  ne  day 

.  *  pern  tasaille  wyj?  strong  afray : 
. '  His  trewes,  )?er-fore,  fond  vs  ®  to  gete.' 
pen  drowe  }?e  Saxons^  alle  to  a  fflete, 
&  dight  yer  schipes,  &  sette  vp  sayl, 
Left  wyf  &  childrg,  &  o)>er  porayl :  ^® 
On  y\B  manure  a-wey  J?ey  scaped, 
Oner  se  til  o|?er  land  feym  ^^  raped. 


7728 


7732 

DearS4.] 


7736 


7740 


7744 


7748 


Vortimer  re- 
stores  the 
chorches, 


and  has  Gk)d*8 
service  sung  in 
them. 


jf  De  Restanraciowe  ecdesisatmi  per  Vortim^ruw^. 

TTortymer  dide  jTatine  restore 
'    pat  for  )>em  hadde  any  lore. 
He  dide  kirkes  reyse  &  make, — 
.  po  fat  Hengist  dide  doun  schake, — 
&  dide  Godes  seruise  be  songe  &  seyd, 
pat  for  |?e  Payens  longe  was  leyd. 


7752 


>  foraUpekyng, 
^Jlde. 

*  to  )>am. 

4  pe  sessons  sauh» 

*  Jkire  best  it 

^  wUd  prtde  8Vt, 


7  scape.    P.  leaves  ont  the  next 
two  lines. 

8  In  \>\s  treuM  leue.    [leaf  46,  back.] 
*  pe  seasons  drouh  paxsL 

^^  cMlde  ff  oper  apparailie. 
"  Into  |>er  awen  hnd  pam. 
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He  sente  to  Rome,  to  seint  Romeyn, 

&  he  sente  liider  y^  byschop  Qermeyn.  7756 

pen  com  wy}?  hym  seint  Lowys, 

An  holy  bischop  &  a  wys, — 
.  pey  were  sent  J?e  londe  to  assoill^,— 

He  kepte  ^e  sege  of  tlie  a];u..iu}  Ac}  7760 

pyse  two  tu9*ned  J?e  folk  ageyn, 

To  Crist  &  to  his  la  we  ageyn  ;- 

&  man  ion  )>orow  hem  saued  was 
,  pf(t  er  wer  gy uen  to  Satanas.  7764? 

porow  hem  schewed  God  many  vertu, 

p«t  in  )>is  lond  dide  gret  pru. 


The  pope  sends 
him  Bishops 
Qermeyn  and 
St.  Lowjs, 


and  they  turn 
the  folk  to 
Christ  again. 


jT  De  Maledicta  Boneweuna. 

When  }>ey  had  stabled  Godes  I  awe 
porow  miracle  &  J>orow  per  sawe, 
Andper  sore  we  com  vp  ryf, 
porow  Ronewe?me,  ffortyg^res  wyf: 
Scheo  made  a  drynke  )?orow  treson, 
&  Vortymer  sche  dide  poyson ; 
Scheo  poysend  hym  pat  lonede  Crist, 
libr  ]>e  payen,  hure  ffader  Hengist. 
Whan  Vortyme/'  wyste  he  schokh^  deye- 
Leches  to  lyue  cou)>e  hym  non  seye,^ — 
pen  sent  he  after  his  barons  bolde, 
Bytaiight  hem  alle  his  tresor  to  holde, 
&i  seide,  "  take)^  conseil  &  red, — 
.*'  Of  me  nys  non,  for  y  am  ded/ — 
"  Men  of  armes  swyj  e  ^  ^e  take, 
,  "  By  aUe  ]>e  eostes*'  quykly  to  wake 
"  pat  no  Saxoyn  ^  on  ^ow  aryue, 


7768 

Then  Konewen 
poisons  Vor- 
_^_     timer: 

7772 


and  when  he 

7776  ^"^^^  ^^  must 
die,  he  bids  his 
barons 


7780 


set  watches  on 
the  coasts,  so 
thut  no  Saxons 
may  hiud ; 


*  see  o/pe  apostole, 

'  to  hue  ^e  CTisten  la  we  certayn, 

^  not  seie. 

"*  ./.  am  hot  dede. 


*  knyyhtes  of  sonde  ./.  rede* 
^  hi  \>e  se  side. 


Digitized  by 


Goog^ 


274    VORTIGEB  BECOMES  KING  OF  BRITAIN   AGAIN. 


nnd  bury  him 
by  the  sea  side 

under  a  very 
high  tomb, 


that  may 
always  meet 
the  Saxon's 
eye,  and  keep 
them  o£P. 
Vortimer  then 
dies ;  and,  as 
dead  men's 
words  are  soon 

TSota. 

forgotten, 
his  barons  bury 
him  in  London. 
Vortiger  reigns 
again  over  the 
whole  land ; 
anrl,  on  Rone> 
^eu's  asking. 


sends  word  to 
Hengist  to 
come  over 
again,  but  with 
few  folk,  so  as 
not  to  frighten 
the  Britons. 


.  *'  Ne  receyue]?  non  for  J^yng  alyue ;  7784 

'^  HoldeJ>  pe  stat  Jwt  y  pw  wan, 
•"  And  trauaillej?  forJ>  as  y  began ; 

.  "  And  tyf  ^e  do  als  y  schal  rede,        peaf84.coi.2.] 

,  "  On  pw  to  come  )7ey  schul  drede.  7788 

"  By  ]>e  se  side,  byrie]?  me  J?ere, 
"  pe  sight  of  me  ^yt  sclial  lieni  fer6 ;  ^ 
*'  &  doj?  make  a  toumbe  |?afc  longe  may  last, 
*'  pe  sight  ]>eroi  schal  ]>em  agast;  7792 

'*  On  alle  manere  ^e  make  hit  heye, , 
"  pat  y  be  euere  ageyn  ]>er  eye  ; 
'•  pat  wey  of  me  ]>an  schul  ]7ey  scurne, 
"  Ne  neue)'e  haue  gra<;e  on  me  to  turne."    7796 
pU5  he  ]?em  laughte,  ]>iis  he  ]>em  seyd, 
&  J^nne  byforn  ]7em  alle  he  deyd. 
Bot  ]>ei  dide  nought  his  coma7^dement ;  Heu  pro 

,  pe  dedes  conseyl  ^  ys  sone  oue?'-went, —  morte  Vor- 
To  London e  his  body  ]?ey  bar,  tixnBTJ  ! 

&  in  ]?e  cite  biried  liym  )?ar. 
pen  wax  ffortiger  ful  stout; 
Als  he  fore  dide,  he^  regned  )?orowout.         7804 
Ronewe?ine  ]?e?ine  hure  lord  bysought 
pat  Hengist  myghte  a-geyn  be  brought. 
Anon  tys  *  wif,  his  willc  he  went, 
&;  after  Hengist  his  httre  sent:  7808 

To  come  sleightly  he  scholde^  fonde, 
&  litel  folk  wy)?  hym  brynge®  to  londe, 

^So  )?e  barons  )7em  nought  mispaye, 
Ne  ye  comun  folk  affraye;^  7812 

"  Hit  nedej?  no  'pyng  gret  folk  to  haue, 
"  ffov  Vortyme^*  lygges  ded^  in  graue." 


1  suit  pam  afere.  [If.  46,  bk.,  col.  2.] 

*  dede  conseile. 
3  he  are  was, 

*  tilt  his,     [irciif= turned] 


*  com  slily  he  suld. 

^  bot  bxxng  not  myheltfolk, 

''^  P.  leaves  out  these  two  lines. 

»  MS.  dred.     P.  dede. 
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jf  Hengistus  recoiisiliatus  est. 

When  Hengist  herde  J?o  tydinges, 
,  His  God  he  pa^iked,^  &  made  offrynges  ; 
He  dight  hym  folk,  an  hundred^  ]>ousand 
Of  armed  men,  brought  yem  to  land. 
Many  a  Bi'eton  ]?en  dredde  hym  sore, 
.  &  so  schold  oyer  )j^/t  peune  [ne]  ^  wore. 
When  ]?e  kyng  herde  Hengist  was  comen, 
&  wi)?  mykel  folk  ]>e  lond  "*  had  nonien, 
He  dredde  hym  sore,  &  nie?ite  his  mone, 
pe  Bretons  were  greued  ones^  ilkone, 
&  seide  '  |>ey  wolde  do  ^  yer  myght 
'  To  sle  J?em  doun  wyp  force  &  ^  fight/ 
Bot  Hengist  herde,  what  loud,  what  stillr^, 
,  pe  Bretons  to  hym  hadde  yuel  ^  will^. 
Hym  self  was  euere  ful  feloiin  ; 
He  sente  to  ye  kyng  al  in  tresoun, 
*pat  he  wolde  speke  wy)?  alle  in  pees, 

*  &  simplely®  wyj^^outeu  pres  ; 

'  Pes  he  asked,  pes  wolde  he  seke, 

*  Til  hym  in  pes  he  wolde  be  ^"  meke, 

*  &L  he  wolde  nought  ye  Bretons  greue, 

*  Ne  dwelle  wij;  force  ageyn  yer  leue, 

*  Bot  chese  )?e7?i-seluen,  as  J^ey  wol  say, 

'  Whe)>er  we  schul  dwells,  or  go  our  way.' 
.  On  yat  couencmnt  &  yat  deiiis 
pey  hadde  trewes  on  hoye  partys. 
When  ye  pro'tys  to  trewe  ''^  wer  brought, 


7816 


But  Hengist 

brings  over 
100,000  meu 
with  him. 
This  frightens 
7820  *^®  Britons 

and  Vortiger 
too, 


7824  antl  the  Britons 
say  they'll 
fight. 

On  this^ 
t-uc)u  Hengist  trea- 
'^-^  cherously 


declares  that 
7832  ^^  waiits  peace 
only, 

that  he'll  not 
grieve  the 
Britons, 


7836 


but  will  stop  or 
go  as  they 
choose. 


7840  So  a  truce  is 
made, 


'  he  \f  ail  kid  his  godes, 

'  pre  hundreth.  (trois  cent  mil- 
liersJVare,  i.  343,1.  7380  ;  trecenta 
millia,  Gulf.  Man.  vi.  15.) 

^  pan  71  e. 

*  hauen, 

^  euer. 

^  pei  suldftmd. 


7  §•  do  hiraflie  porgh  force  of, 

^  had  wikked, 

^  scmpvli/.  [leaf  17.]  A  fresh  scribe 
(?  not  the  second)  writes  this  page 
of  P.  and  has  -m,  -/ s,  -it/,  &c. 

•°  wild  him, 

^^  or  at  per  wiU  go  home  J>er  weie. 

**  Ire  us, 

s  2 
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and  a  day  for 
parlejiDg  fixed, 
on  Salisbury 
plain,  by  tbe 
Marvel  of  Am- 
bresbury. 
Uengist  is  told 
to  come  alone ; 


but  be  says 
he'll  come  with 
men  unarmed. 


.  Hengist  of  treson  liym  byjwuglit ;  ^ 

porow  tWst  of  trues,  of  ^  on  as?ent 

pey  sette  a  day  of  Parlement  7844 

Opon  ]?e  Playne  of  Salesbury, 

Byside  the  Me)*ueille  of  Aumbresbyry,* 

pey  bede  Heiigisb  no  gret  folk  lede,  Deaf34,bk..eoi.i.] 
.  Bot  senglely  come,  &  noman  *  drede,  7848 

.  &  what  lordyng  he  gan  mete, 
.  Als  he  ]>em  dredde  he  scholde  '  lete. 

Hengist  sent  hym  bode  a-geyn, 

pat  he  wolde  comen  to  )?e  Playii  7852 

Wy)K)ute  armure  on  any  wyght, 

ffor  drede  of  eontek  Si  of  fight. 


On  the  l8t  of 
May  the  meet- 
ing at  Salisbury 
is  held. 


But  the  traitor 
ITengist  has 
told  his  men 
to  bring  two- 
edged  knives — 
sexes — hidden 
in  their  hosen. 


to  set  them- 
selves, each  one 


jf  De  tradicio7^6  Hengistii  &  occisione  Bntomwi 
cam  Sexis. 


rro  Jwt  phiyne  }?ey  come  J?at  day. 
Of  Salesbury,  ]>e  firste  of  May, 


7856 


.  Many  a  man  (wy)?oute  *  somons) 

.  Of  ]?e  Saxons  ^  &;  of  J>e  Bretons  : 

.  HereJ?  now  how  Hengist  J?ought,® 

.  What  treson  he  schop  to  be  wrought.^  7860 

'*  ftelawes,"  he  seyde,  "what  so  bytydes, 
"  Get  jow  knyues  egged  on^®  bo)?e  sydes, 
"  fc  ber  ^cm  p}*/uely,  \Kii  non  ne  se, 
"  In  ^oure  hoses  harde  by  ^our  kne.^^  7864 

"  When  we  haue  ]>ern,  &  }?ey  vs  gret, 
"  &  ilkon  of  vs  by  a  Breton**  set, — 


*  who  wild  haue  wend  of  treson 
pogfit. 

^  treist  4*  trevs  on. 

^  Nunnia  of  AmmesherL  (rabeie, 
H'actr,  I.  344,  1.  7410;  ccenoblum, 
Galf.  Alon.  vi.  15.) 

*  gimjAi  no  man  sukt. 


*  so  suld  he,  •  Jhwk. 

"*  sessons. 

^  heres  now  hov  .  .  .  wroght. 

'  ]>is  treson  who  wild  haue  poyht. 

^^  pnruey  you  kniucs  egid, 

^^  In  yonre  hosums  he  yoxa  the, 

^2  Ilkone  he  sidyn  o]>er. 
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.  *'  On  alle  manere  fondes  how, 

.  "  Ay  on  of  hem,  ano)?er  ^  of  ^ow, — 
"  Nyme)>  out^  ^our  sexes  when  y  so  say, 
"  &  handes  on  ^our  felawes  lay, 
"  On  ilka  Breton  ]Kit  sittes  ^ou  nest, 
'*  &  stryke}?  hem  ded  }K)row  bak  &^  bresfc." 

.  When  Hengist  to  J^em  ]ni8  had  yseyd,* 

.  Ilka  Saxon  *  a  sex  pHnieyd, 

.  &  com  to  ]fe  Plaync  of  Salesbury, 

.  ffair  felawschip,^  &  ful  mury. 
When  jTey  were  alle  set  in  fere, 
Als  he  had  seid  hem  J>e  ^  manere, 
**  Nyme}?  out  ®  ^our  sexes,"  seide  Hengist ; 
Bot  what  hit  mente  )?e  Bretons  nyst.® 
pe  Saxons  ^®  anon  ^er  sexes  drowe  ;^^ 
His  felawe  next,  )>e  Saxons^®  slowe. 

.  pe  kyng  sey  J>at,  anon  vp  stirt, 
Bot  Hengist  laughtym^*  by  |?e  skirt, 
&  he  held  liym  us  stille  as  ston, 
pat  he  mighte  helpe  to  saue  non. 

,  pe  Bretons  seye  ]fey  were  by-traischfc,^* 
fful  deolfuly  were  ]>ey  J?enne  abayscht.^* 
pat  so  sodeynly  had  ]fer  lyues  '*  reft/, 
&  so  fewe  lordes  as  ^r  were  left ; 
ffor  ]^r  wer  slayn  of  knyghtes  ^^  bolde 
pre  hundred  ^'  &  sexti  Bretons  tolde  ; 
Alle  were  J>ey  lordes  '®  euerilkone, 


7868 


next  to  a 
Britou, 

and,  when  he, 
Hengist,  calls, 

let  each  Saxon 
Hci*7a  draw  his  sex, 
'^'^  and  stab  the 

Briton  next 

him,  in  the 

back. 

So  every  Saxon 
7876  ^"°8*  ^'8  **^> 


and  when 
7880  Hengist  gives 
'^^"  the  word, 

each  kills  the 

Briton  next 

him, 

7884  vhile  Hengist 
holds  Vortiger 
down. 


7888 


360  British 

7892  ^^^S^^^  are 
slain  ; 


^  takis  oute. 

'  jr  sptyle  with  knife  \>rou  bak  or, 

leaf  47,  col.  2.]   After,  bresf  P.  adds, 

aU  gate  \>At  yee  fum  slo. 

no  poer  haueferer  to  go, 
*  whan  H«  treson  to  ]>em  was  said, 
'  man. 
^/elichip. 
7  said  on  )>a/. 
"  takis  oute. 
'  ne  wist. 


>'  drohe  .  .  .  «/oAe. 

'*  toke  him. 

"  be  traist. 

"  So  sodenlg  pei  were  o  beist. 

!      ^^  barons. 

I       *7  qnatre  cen.-«,   Wace,  i.  346,   1. 
1  7438 ;    qnadringentos,  Galf.  Mom 
vi.  15. 

*8  aU  riche  meut 
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VORTIGER*S   LIFE   IS   SAVED   BY   HENGlST. 


but  some 
escape,  defend- 
ing themselves 
with  stones. 

Eldok,  earl  of 
GloQcester, 
gets  hold  of  a 
tree, 


and  with  it  kills 
SO  men. 


He  escapes  to 
Gloucester. 


Vortiger's  life 
is  saved  by 
Ileugisc, 


but  he  is  pri- 
soned in  Lon- 
don; 


7896 


7900 


.  ffor  wliilk  |?e  lond  made  mykel  mone ; 

&  }k)  }Hit  ascaped  out  of  )?e  place, 

Wy|?  stones  fouglite  as  ^  Jwy  had  space ; 

ffyghtyng  )?ey  fledde,  ]>ey  hadde  al  *  nede. 

pe  Eli  ^  of  Qloucestre  was  in  )>at  drede ; 

A  tre  he  laughte,  &  J^er-wy);  smot, 

&  his  dint  on  )?e  Saxons*  bot; 

Sire  Eldok,  ]7e  noble  Erl  so^  hight, 
.  His  dint  wy|?-stonde,  no  Saxon®  myght, 

ffor  he  slow  Jjer  of  Hengistes^  men, 

Als  hit  telles,  twenty®  &  ten.  7904 

He  bar  hym  so  in  )wt  pres  Clears^  back,  coi.  2.] 

pftt  of  wounde  he  was  wem-les, 

pey  seye  he  scaped  so^  wy]?  pe  lyf, 

&  kesten  after  hym  many  a  knyf ;  7908 

per  his  hors  was,  J?ider  he  gan^®  si>ede, 

&  to  Gloucestre  on  })at  hors  he  ^edej^^ 

And  so  he  warnyscht  al  ]7at  toun 
.pat  J^ey  nedredde  no  Saxoun.'*  7912 

pen  Saxoyns^'  wolde  han  slayn  )>e  kyng, 

Bot  Hengist  wold  nought  for  no  )>yng ; 

He  bad  hem  "leue,  do  him  bot  god, 

"  ffor  he  ha)?  auaitnced  mykel  my  blod  :      7916 

"  Als  in  lawe  he  ys  my  sone, 

"  EUes  he  scholde  oj'er  weys  mone." 

pey  ledde  hym  penne  to  London, 

&  )?er  )?ey  dide  hym  in  prison.  7920 

London  was  J^eii's,  to  Lincolne  JTcy  hasted, 

Wynchestre  &  ^ork  J^ey  toke  &  wasted. 


^  irit  sionin/aulu  wen, 

'ffehtand  pei/ied  as  \>ei  had, 

^'  Ereft. 

^  Sessons, 

*  y\8  eriU  sir  Eldok  he. 

^  to  stond  his  dint  non  ne, 

'  Ye  Hengist 

"  scuenti.     (soixantc  dis^  Wace,  !. 


7449  I  septuaginia,  Ga{f,  Mon.,  vi. 

16.) 
'  J>ei  sau  he  was  sckapid, 
•**  ]>er  Aw  hors  teas  pidir  him. 
"  on  him  to  gloucestre  hejted, 
^^  sessoun  .  .  Sessons.    [If.  47,  bk.] 

(These  readings  -will  not  be  given 

again.) 
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flfortyg€7*  saw  how  )?at  hit  foor;^ 

What  yey  hym  asked,  he  pern  swor.  7924 

ffor  to  ben  out  of  ]^r  prisoun, 

&  quit  of  alle  manere  raunsouD, 

He  graunted  fern  )?anne  to  haue  Southsex, 

Oxenfordschir^,2  &  Middelsex,  7928 

ffor  )?ey  march  en  vpon  ^  Kent 

pat  he  gaf  Ronewenne  to  rent. 

&  forto  mene  lyi  of  )>e  tresons 

Of  pe  sexes  &  of  }?e  Saxons,  V932 

po  countres  haue  ]>€r'0{  ]?e*  name, 

Sexes,  fo[r]  )?e  Saxons  scharae. 
^  Sire  ffortig^i'  ]fe  kyng  ]>a?tkede  God  )?o, 
.  pott  so  quit  &  sker  had  lat  hym  go.^  7036 

Toward  Walys  ]?e7i  fledde  he  lerne, 

ffer  awey  by^onde  Seuerne  ; 

pere  he  dwelled  &  made  soioitr : 
,  Now  here)?  how  he  ]fer  made  his  towr.  7940 


and,  to  get  free. 


giveb  the 
Saxons  Sussex, 
Oxfordshire, 
and  Middlesex, 
vhich  border 
on  Kent. 


Vortiger  thankd 
God  he  is  quit 
of  the  Saxons, 
flees  to  Wales, 


and  builds  a 
tower  there. 


jf  De  casfcello  ffortygemy  in  Wall^V^ 

Tje  dide  sende  after  pe  clergye, 

pe  wysest  me?i.  of  astronomye ; 
At  hem  alle,  conseil  he  took, 
'  How  he  myghtym  safliest  lok^ 
'  A-geyn  his  enemis  for  to  fende, 

*  lyf  host  byseged  hym  as  he  wende/ 
pus  redde  hym  )7e?inc  his  co7iseillours : 
'  To  make  a  strong  casfcel  wij?  ioui^ 

*  pat  non  wy)?  force  mighte  hit  take, 
'  jNe  wy)?  engyns  hit  perebrake;^ 


Vortiger  asks 
his  wisest 
astronomers 

7941  how  he  can 
best  defend 
himself  against 
his  enemies. 


7948  They  advise 
him  to  make  a 
strong  castle, 


^Jhre  -  .  .  suore. 

-  §•  estse-v.  (Essexc,  WiuCt  i. 
04^,  I.  7474,  from  MS.  du  Uoi,  73, 
Ciinge.) 

^  merched  opon-. 


'*  haf)^o  cttntres  J>er/iw  lo. 

'*"*  Whan  pe  k^mj  sir  Vorliij\iV, 

was  laten  (jo  fptytc  $c  clcre, 
^  xauely  lokc. 
'  non  engine  perbrakc. 


Digitized  by  V:f  OOSlC 


and  fortify  it. 


Vortiger 
chooses  the  hill 
Mount  de  Tyre, 

and  sets  masons 
to  work  at  his 
castle. 


But  all  that 
they  huild  up 
in  the  day,  falls 
down  at  night. 


Vortiger  sends 

for  his  wise 

men, 

and  asks  them 

why  the  work 

faiu; 

and  what'll 
make  it  stand. 


They  search 
their  hooks,  and 
answer     - 

that  if  a  child, 
not  hegotten  hy 
a  man, 
can  be  found 
and  killed, 
the  work  will 
stand  on  mortar 
mixed  with  his 
blood. 


7952 


7956 


7960 


280  vortiger's  castle-walls  fall  every  night. 

*  &  when  hit  [was]  ^  dight  at  his  auys, 

*  To  warnyschit^  ageyn  his  enemis.' 
In  fele  stedes  J?en-ne  ches  he 
Wliere  was  best  &  most  ese. 
On  an  hil  Iiight  Mount  de  Tyre,'' 
per-on  was  his  moste  desire ; 
Masons  brought  he  ];e7ine*  ]>cr-ti)le, 
Bygonne  )>at  castelwerk  o*  j>at  hille; 
Morter  )>ey  made,  &  ston  dide  fet, 
&  spedde  hem  faste  yer-on  to  set. 
Alle  ]Hit  ]fey  made  a  day  vpright, 
ffallen  was  doun  vpon  J7at  nyght ; 
Often  fey  lea  al  J7eyr  iornes, 
pat  what  [)>ei]^  made,  lay  doun  on  knes.     7964 
pat  saw  ye  kyng  hit  misferde  ^  so  ;  [leaf  36.] 
pe  maistres  he  dide  eft  com  hym  to, 
&  preide  J^em  telle  *  what  J^j'ng  hit  deres 

*  pat  )?e  erj?e  J?ys  werk  ne  beres ; 

*  &  tif  yey  mighte,  )>ey  scholde  fonde 

*  To  wyte  what  myghte  don  hit  stonde.' 
pys  wyse  maistres  ^er  bokes  kest,^ 

.  Why  J;at  werk  ne  wolde  nought  lest ; 

.  pey  fondyt  J7etine  in  per  musyng,* 

.  A  gret  selcouf,  &  telde  J?e  kyng  : 
**  tyf  ani  ma7i  myghte  a  child  fynde 
"  pat  hadde  no  fader  of  mankynde, 
"  jyf  he  were  taken  &  slayn  sone,^® 
"  &  menged  his  blod  wyj?  morte?'  &  stone, 
"  Vpon  J>at  morter  ]?at  blod  wer  inne, 
*'  pat  werk  men  mygh[t]  safly  bygynne."    7980 


7968 


7972 


7976 


*  whim  it  were, 
'-'  wamissed. 

3  Mont  dc  Rir,  Wace,  i.  349,  1. 
7510  ;  ad  Erir  montem.  Golf,  Mon., 
vi.  17. 

*  site  he  brouht.     [If.  47,  bk^  coL  2.] 
'  began  a  hasteU  opoh. 


'  pe  kyng  sauh  it  mU/are. 
^  maistres  hies  caste,    (oot   de- 
vin4  et  sortoi,  Wace^l  351,1.  7529.) 
^fond  m  J»cr  htes  hestyng, 
^^  on  one. 
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pe  kyng  als  sone  his  sonde  sent,  Vortiger  sends 

ffro  toim  to  toun  )?orow  Walys  went; 

In  ilka  coutie,  j'orow  euoy  ^  schire, 

He  hadde  spyes  for  to  spy  re  ;  7984? 

&  in  o]?er  landes  see  res 

Sente  )?e  kyng  his  iiiessegers  : 

Two  to-gyder,  aboute  )?ey  tede, 

pe  bett€/*e  for  to  spirre  &  spede.  7988 

Two  of  pyso  wente  ]>oroNv  Walys, 

Of  swylk  a  child  tif  )?ey  herde  tales. 

So  fer  in  to  |?e  lend  J^ey  nam, 

Atte  last  to  Kernierdyn  )>ey  cam  :  7992 

By -fore  ))e  tates  y  ye  M^ay 

Sawe  )>ey  man  ye  child  re  play ; 

Bytwyxt  to  ]^er  a  stryf  ]?ey   herde, 

Of  grete  reprefs'"^  ilk  o);c/'  onswerde;  7996 

pey  wy)?-stode,  &  gon  abyde 
.  ffor  to  here  je  children^  chide. 
.  When  wra)?e  bygynnej',  peji  come)^  vmbreyd ;  * 
.  Al  ];at  men  wot,  ys  ]>en  for)?  seyd ;  8000 

.  So  dide  )?ey  pat  wereu  wro))e, — 

Dynabus,  Merlyn,  (|?U6*  hight  )?ey  boj^e,) — 

jT  Dynabus  seyde,  *'  Let  be,  Merlyn  I 
.  "  ^yf  )?cni  me  vmbreyde,^  J;e  schame  ys  Jjyn.     8004 

"  Y  am  born  of  heyer  kynde 

"  pan  any  man  of  )?e  may  fynde. 

"  Hit  aught e  pe  schame  in  al  py  lyue 

**  pat  j^oii,  Me/4yn,  wyp  me  wilt  stryue ;       8008 

'*  flbr  y  am  come  of  kynges  blod, 

'*  &  |?ou,  Merlyn,  art  nought  so  god ; 
.  "  py  kynde  &  myn  ys  no  )>yng  euen, 

"  Ne  J?y  fader  canstow  nought  neuen,  8012 

**  Ne  neuere  hym  seye,  ne  hym  ne  knew, 


spies  all  over 
Wales  and 
other  countries 


to  find  Buch  a 
child. 

Two  of  the 
spies  see,  at 
KernierdjTi  in 
Wales, 


many  children 

playing. 
Two  children 
quarrel, 


and  as  when 
wrath  rises,  re- 
proaches 
follow, 
so  one  child, 
Dynabus,  says 
to  the  other, 
Merlin, 
fiflerlinus. 

*'  l*m  better 
born  than  you  ! 


I  come  of 
king's  blood  ! 


But  nobody 
knows  who 
your  father 
was, 


'  }poryh  ilk  o. 

-  vpbreide,     [leaf  1^.] 

^  childir, 


*  wrath  comes  j^an  is  vpbreid. 
^J?0K  vpbreid. 
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MERLIN   IS  TAKEN   TO  VORTIGER. 


You  are  no 
man's  son  ! " 
The  messengers 

ask  the  citLzens 


about  Merlin's 

father. 

They  say  they 

don*t  know  his 

father,  but  they 

do  his  mother, 

who 


is  the  daughter 

of  king  Dy- 

menice, 

and  now  a  nun 

at  St  Peter's 

church. 

The  messengers 

take  Merlin 


and  his  mother 

to  Vortigcr, 
and  he  asks  her 


who  begat 
Merlin  on  her. 


She  says  "I 
never  saw  or 


"  Ne  of  what  kynde  )?at  he  grew  ! 

.  "  per  wot  no  man  of  wham  }?art  come,^ 
"  per-fore  y  halde  )>e  no  marines  sone!"      8016 
pe  messegers  lystned,  &  J^ought 
pat  swylk  a  child  hadde  )7ey  sought ; 
pey  spird  ^  at  men  of  J?at  cite, 
pat  Dynabus  seyde,  ^yf  hit  myght  be,         8020 
pat  ffader  wystey  hym  haue  *  non. 
pey  of  pe  cite  seyde  ylkon, 
**  His  moder  we  knowe,  J?at  hym  bare; 
"  Of  his  fader  ne  wyte  we  whare ;  8024? 

"  Hys  moder  kynde  alle  we  knawe,*     [leaf 35,001.2.] 
"  Bot  his  ffader  we  neuere  sawe. 
"  Scheo  was  )>e  kynges  doughter,  Dymenice,* 
"  Of  Walys  he  hadde  half  partye ;  8028 

"  Sclio  ys  nonne  of  relygion 
*'  At  Seint  Petres  kirke  of  pis  toun." 
pey  ^ede  to  pe  Meyre  of  Kermerdyn, 
O  pe  kynges  halue  asked  Merlyn  8032 

pat  neuere  ^it  no  fader  had; 
His  moder  also  wyp  hym  ]>ey  lad. 
pe  Meyre  pen  wolde  pem  nought  weme, 
Bot  sped  pem  on  per  wey  ful  ^eme.  8036 

pey  come  to  pe  kyng  ffortyger, 
&  he  welcomed  hem  on  faire  maner : 
jf  "  Dame,''  seyde  pe  kyng,  "  welcome  be  pou ! 
"  Nedlike  at  pe  y  mot  wyse  how,       Dicta 
"  Who  pa?!,  gat  py  sone  Merlyne,         Hatris 

,  "  &  on  what  manere  was  he  pyne."    Merl3riiy. 
His  moder  stod  a  prowe,  &  pought, 

,  Er  sche  to  pe  kyng  onswered  ought.  8044 

When  scheo  had  stande®  a  litel  wyght, 
Sche  seyde,  "  by  Marye  bright,^ 


^  ne  no  man  ofpe  may  kone. 

'  \>e  spired, 

3  wist  \>ei  him  haf. 

*  knovoQ  .  .  .  sowe. 


°  demetie. 

^  standen.     [leaf  48,  coL  2;] 

^  bi  ihesu  in  Mori  liht. 
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"  pat  y  ne  sey,  ne  neuere  knew, 

'*  Hym  )>at  )?is  child  on  me  sew ; ' 

"  Y  ne  wiste  neuere,  ne  y  ne  horde, 

''  What  maner  wyght*^  wy)>  me  so  ferde ; 

*•  Bot  J^is  J^yng  am  y  wel  of  graunt, 

"  Whon  y  was  of  elde  auenaunt, 

*'  Oil  com  ]>er  to  my  bed,  y  wyst, 

*'  &  wyj?  force  me  clipte^  &  kyst; 

"  A  Is  a  man  y  hym  felt, 

'*  &  als  a  mhn  he  me  welt, 

"  And  als  a  man  he  spak  to  me, 

'^  Bot  what  he  wa.s  myght  y  nought  se. 

"  So  often  to  my  bed  he  cam, 

**  &  ofte  me  kyste,  in  armes  nam, 

"  &  knew  me  als  a  man  schold  do, 

"  Byfore  ne  sypen  did  neuere  non  so  : 

"  Al  ]ms^  conseyued  y  J^ys  knaue, 

"  &  als  y  wiste,  told  y  tow  haue." 

peti.  dide  )?e  kyng  a  maiste^*  calle, 

Magait  ^  he  highte,  wysest  of  alle  ; 

He  asked  lyf  hit  myghte  be  so, 

pat  J'yng  j^afc  scheo  ^  telde  |7em  to. 

"  |e,"  ^  seyde  J>e  Maistere  to  )>e  kyng, 

**  Hit  may  bityde,  swylka®  W^S- 

*'  ffor  we  fynde  writen  in  our  scrytes 

"  Of  swylk  mano'e  of  spyritcs ; 

"  Bytwyxte  j^e  mone  &  )?e  er)>e  )?ei  wone- 

.  ''  So  telle)?  vs  our  bokes  pat  we  kone  ; — 
*'  Som  what  tak  pey  of  ma?ines  kynde, 
"  &  mengyt  wy)?  angles,  as  we  fynde; 

/'  flbr  j?eyr  wonyng  ys  in  pe  eyr, 
"  Vmwhile  to  pe  er)?e  pey  make  repeir. 
'*  Mykel  akapo  do  pey  nought ; 


knew  the  be- 


8052 

A  belog  came 
to  my  bed, 

who  felt  like  a 
8056  '"*°' 

Bpoke  like  one, 


8060  and  kis&ed  and 
knew  rac  as  a 
man  would. 
But  I  never 
saw  him,  though 
I  conceived 

806 J?  "ly  child  by. 
him." 

Vortiger  asks 
his  wisest  man, 
Magait, 
whether 
8068  this  is  possible. 
Magait  says 
"  yes ; 


8072  there  are  spirits 
living  between 
the  raoon  and 
earth, 

who  have 

iin»7^*  p^^^y  ^^"'^ 

^^'^  nature,  and 

partly  angel's. 


*  knaue  on  me  «eioe. 

-  schap, 

*  he  me  kaheJ, 

*  )>usgait. 


I       *  Magaunt     (Malgant,    Vlcicr,  i. 
I   356,  1.  7623.) 
I       ^  als  scho, 

!       ^  ofsuilk  a. 
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OF   INCUBI   OR   FIENDS-IN-BED. 


When  they  take 
man's  nature, 


they  are  like 
bodies  here, 


and  can  do 
women  shame. 
Incubi  they  are 
called,  or 
Fiemls-in-Bed, 

One  of  them 
may  have  be- 
got Merlin.'* 
Merlin  bids 
Vortiger  tell 
him  plainly 
why  he  sent  for 
hinu 

Vortiger  says 
*'  To  find  out 
from  you  why 
my  castle-work 


set  up  in  the 

day, 

fialls  down  at 

night 


My  diviners 

say  your  blood 
must  be  shed 
on  the  walls." 

Merlin  answers, 


"  Dreccbynge  by  tymes  baue  ^  J>ey  wrought.    8080 

"  Mannes  nature  vmwhile  ]?ey  take ; 

"  pcet  ys  }fer  mygbt  )>ey  may  so  make, 

"  Whan  hit  ys  tyrac  of  here  powere, 

"  To  baue  lyknesse  of  bodyes  here.^  8084 

"  What  tyme  )?ey  tak  hit,  wot  soman 

"  Bot  be  J?at  al  may  wyte  &  kan. 

"  pise  spyrifces  do  women  schame ;     [leaf  S5,  back,  coi.i.] 

"  Incuby  /  demones,  ys  cald  ]?67*  name,  8088 

"  ffendes-in-bedde,  as  our  bokes^  sayu, 

"  p(xt  many  woman  ban  forlayn. 

"  On  )>is  mane7»e  mygbte  Merlyn 

"  Be  geten  &  born,  by*  oure  deuyn."  8092 

(f  pen  seide  Merlyn  :  "  Sire  kyng  1  j^ou  has 


Sent  after  me ;  sey  me  |?y  *  cas 


Dicta      ^ 
M^rlyny. 


"  What  Jtou  wilt,  sey  me  J^y  wille, 
.  "  Whe)?er  bit  is  for  god  o|?er  ylic  ! " 
pen  seid  |;e  kyng,  "  J^ou  scbalt  here;  8097 

.  *'  ffor  \q  y  sente,  at  )?e  to  lere. 
"  A  castel  y  baue  bygonne,^ 
*'  &  lore  \er-ou  )?at  y  baue  wowne  ;^  8100 

"  Al  jTrtt  J?ey  make  \er  on  a  day, 
**  O  nygbt  alone®  stand  liit  ne  may; 
**  &  eft  when  )?ey  gynne*  )?e  walles, 
**  Ey)7er  bit  synkes,  or  cleues,  or  falles ;       8104 
"  &  ftayn  y  wolde  )?e  werk   baue  basted, 
"  &  mykel  of  myn  )?er-fore  ys  wasted. 
"  Bot  ^fus  seide  alle  my  dyuinou?^, 
**  pat  }fer  ne  scbal  stande  wal  ne  tout's       8108 
"  Bot  \y  blod  )?er-on  be  schad, 
**  pow  )?at  neue7^e  no  fader  had.  * 
penne  seide  Me?'lyn,  "  J>at  wold  nought  God, 


*  poyntea  haf.     [leaf  48,  back.] 

'  80  J^l. 

*  toAa/. 


*  hegunnen, 

'  jr  lost  \>eTfor  J»a/  ./.  liaf  wuhnen, 

^  My. 

^hegyn. 
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"  pat  svvylk  a  fals  scliold  be  byfcrowd/         8112 

"  pat  J?oro\v  ]>e-  mengynge  of  iny  blod 

"  py  tour  schold  stande  strong  «fc  god. 

*'  Y  schal  prone  ];e?>i  fals  fur-sworn 

**  p'f  J?ou  brynge  pern  me  byforn  :  8116 

"  po  pat  on  me  lotes  east, 

'^  &  seyde  my  blod  myglit  makyt^  fast, 

**  Y  sclial  l^em  jrrone  for  lyeres  olde, 

"  Pylke^  maistres  ]?at  ]?e  so  tolde."  8120 

pe  kyDg  didc  J^em  come  ilkone, 

Ageyn  Merlyn  hym  self  jvlone. 

"  Maistres/'  he  seyde,  "  wliat  liaue  ze  seyd, 

**  What  lotes  haue  ^e  on  me  leyd,  8124? 

*'  fibr  J?ys  J?yng  ys  'pus  ffarand, 

"  pe  kyngas  werk  liit  may  nought  staride  ? 

*'  Con  ^e  sey  non  oper  enchesoun  * 

"  Whi  |7f(t  p\s  castel  pus  Mies  doun  ?  8128 

**  &  ^yf  te  can  non  o]^er  sey 

•'  Why  ]>at  hit  falles  som  certeyn  wey, 

"  How  cou)>e  ^e  w^yte  jat  ]7oro\v  my  blod 

"  pis  tour  myght  stande  stark  &  god?         8132 

''  Seys  what  pyng  ys  on^  jxs  ground 

"  pat  hit  ne  may  stande  hoi  ne*^  sound, 

'*  &  sey)?  what  )/yng  hit  helpe  myght, 

"  pat  ]?ys  castel  myght  sta?ide  vpright.  8136 

*'  &  ^yf  je  ne  co/nie  nought  do  hym  wyte 

''  What  j^e  fallyng  may  wyj^-syt,^ 

"  pat  ^e  haue  seyd,  hit  ys  bot  fable, 

''  pat  my  blod  schold  make  hit  stable  !         8U0 

''  Seys  now  hym  al  pe  destarblaunce,® 

''  &  wher^-of  comeJ>  pat  wonder  chaunce  !  " 

pise  maistres  of  ast?*onomie  &  of  deuyn  ^ 


**  God  will  not 
have  such  a  lie 
believed. 


Bring  your 
diviners  here, 


and  ril  prove 
ihem  old  liars.** 

Vortlger  has  up 
the  diviners, 
and  Merlin  says 
to  *em: 

"  What  have 
you  been  saying 
about  this  work 
tumbling 
down  ? 


If  you  know 
nothing  certain 
about  it, 
how  can  you 
tell  that  my 
blood  *11  make 
it  stand  ? 


That  is  a  mere 

fable. 

Tell  the  king 
now  what  is  the 
cause  of  this 
wonder  I" 


'  suilkfah  worde  so  suld  be  trod, 

'  mot.  3  ]}o  ilii. 

*  cheaon.     [leaf  48,  back,  col.  2. J 


^  may  not  he  hole  ^. 

'  rmth  site, 

*  distiirhance, 

®  l?a/  said  \>a,t  devyne. 
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The  astro- 
nomers can't 
say  a  word. 


Onswered '  nought  o  word  to  M^yn.  8144 

When  Merlyn  sey  yey  ne  onswered^  nought, 
Right  to  ]>e  kyng  he  sayde  his  )70Ught: 


jf  Dicta  Merliny  ad  Rdgem.  [if.35,bk..coi.2.] 


Merlin  explains 
that  at  the 
foundation  of 
the  work  is  a 
running  stream. 


If  they  dig,  . 
they'll  find  it. 

Vortiger's 

miners  do  dig, 

and  do  find  the 

water. 

'*  Now  you 

diviners,"  says 

Merlin, 

"  tell  us  what 

wonder  is  in 

this  stream  ! " 

They  can*t 
answer  a  word. 

Merlin  says, 

"  Scoop  out  the 
water,  and  turn 
the  bourne." 

This  is  done. 


**  n  yre  kyng,"  he  saide,  "  gyf  now  entent !  * 

*^  "  By-ne|7e  )?e  erj^e,  atte  ffundement,       8148 
'*  Is  a  water  rcTinyng  dep,^ 
"  pat  makes  J^y  werk  slyden  o  slep.* 
"  &  serteyn  ^er-ot  [|?at]  )?ou  be, 
"  Do  graue  )?e  erj^e  al  vp,  &  se."  8152 

pe  kyng  dide  come  mynou?^*  ynowe, 
pcd  J>e  er);e  vp  caste  &)  drowe. 
As  Mc?'lyn  seyde,  J7e  wsiier  ]>ey  fond. 
"  ^e  maistres,"  seid  Merlyn,  "  of  J7ys  lond,      8156 
"  iyf  ^e  con  telle  vs  now  here 
"  What  me7*ueille  ys  in  J;ys  ryuere, 
'*  Seye)>  now  J^e  righte  certeynete, 
"  je  )?at  diuined  ^  de]>  of  me  !*'  8160 

pe  maistres  alle  stille  )>ey  stod, 
pey  seyden  ney)>er  yuel^  ne  god. 
pen  to-ward  J>e  kyng  Me)*lyn  gan  turne  : 
'^  Do  scope  piH  water,  &  turn  )?e  borne.^       8164 
*'  Sykes  do  ^e  graue  &  groupe,® 
"  pe  water  ]?er-inne®  men  schal  scoupe." 
pe  kyng  dide  come  folk  ynowe, 
pat  )?e  water  wi)?  scopes  vp  drowe.  8168 


^  ansuerd  .  .  .  ansurd. 

'  h  tent 

'  rynnand  depe. 

*  to  slide  o  slepe,  (Par  quoi  ta 
tor  en  terre  font,  Wace,  i.  359,  1. 
7694.) 


5  ffTzuers. 

*  seid  noi>er  if?. 

'  burne.     [leaf  49.] 

^  MS.  groupes,     P.  groupe. 

^  m  pam. 
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f  De  diu^^nsitate  iaorum  Draconnm. 

When  )?e  water  was  oute  clene, 
Merlyn  schewed  what  hit  wold  mene : 
He  t^lde  ]?e  folk  alle  atones, 
pat  "  y  pe  ground  leye  two  liole^  stones;    8172 
**  By-twyxte  )?e  stones  were  to  dragons, 
.  *•  pat  dide  liym  make  al  J?e  ^  somons. 
.  **  Do  )7at  ]>o  stones  weren  a  twynne, 
, '*  pe  dragons  schul  ^e  fynde  wy]?ynne.'* '"^       8176 
pey  brast  ]?e  stones  vp  al  so  tyt, 
&  founde  a  red  dragon  &  a  whyt.''' 
pis  rede  dragon  was  grym  to  se  ; 
ffel  to  fyglite  ]>en  senied  he  ;  8180 

pe  white  was  nought  so  grym  of^  sight, 
Ne  so  fel  serayng*^  to  fyght. 
'*  Sirfi  kyng/'  seid  Me/'lyn,  "  to  rae  J?ou  herk ! 
*'  pyse  two  dragons  fordede  ];y  werk  1  8184 

"  flbr  whan  )>y  werk  on  ]ieyght[ej  larged, 
*'  pen  schok  );e  ground,  ^  &  )?eym  ouer  charged ; 
"  pe?i  raeued  pey  hem,  pe  water  al  quok, 
'*  &  J>e  werk  abouen  al  schok  ;**  8188 

"  Of  );at  y  seyde,  nought  y  ne  ley."  * 
Vp  in  to  pe  eyr  pe  dragons  pen  fley, 
&  foughte  so  pat  hit  was  selcouj? ; 
fflaumes  as  fyr  fiey  fro^*^  per  mou)^.  8192 

Al  pe  folk  seide  comu?ily, 
pey  hoped  pe  rede  schold  liaue  pe  maistri. 
When  )>ey  hadde  longe  to-gyder  smyten, 
Spatled,  spouted,  belewed,^^  &  byten,  8196 


Then  says 
Merlin, 

*'  Two  stones 
are  there ; 
and  betwixt 
them,  two 
dragons. 
Break  the 
stone««,  and 
you'll  lind  the 
dragons/' 
The  people  do 
so :  a  red 
dragon,  grim 
and  fell; 

and  a  white 
not  so  fell. 

"  These  two 
dragons  upset 
your  M'ork," 
says  Merlin, 


"  by  moving 
when  it  gets 
heavy  on 
them." 

The  dragons 
then  fly  into  the 
air,  and  fight 
fiercely 


Uuo  hoilt\  [loaf  49.]  (hole-y,  Fr. 
dtaves.    Wace,  i.  360,  1.  7712.) 

2|»i#. 

3  ^er  Tnne. 

*  The  explanation  and  dragon- 
fight  are  not  in  Geoffrey  of  Mon- 
mouth, 


*  ffrimii/  in. 

^  semand. 

'  pe  (/rounde  sailed. 

^  to  srhoke, 

'  aaf/  nouht ,/.  lei  ft, 

'"  offira  com  of. 

'*  spouted  sperkes  holned. 
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all  that  day  and 
night. 


At  last,  the 
-white  dragon 
burns  np  the 
red  one, 


and  dies  him- 
self three  days 
after. 

Vortiger  asks 
Merlm  the 
meaning  of  this. 


Merlin  then 
speaks  pro- 
phecies 
that  are  in  the 
books  of  Blase, 

Tolomer,  and 
Amytayn, 

"who  wrote 
them,  and  were 
his  masters. 


But  I  have  no 
-wit  to  undo  the 
knots  that 
Merlin  knit. 


•  Wyppyng  wyj?  wenges,  ouer-wepen^  &  went, 
.  Cracchyng  wij?  clawes,  rubbed,  &  brent ;  * 
.  pe  bataille  lasted  day  &  nyght, 
.  Vntil  J>ftt  oyer  day  was  lyght. 
.  pe  folk  wondred  J7«t  J^e  white  dragoun 
.  To  )?e  rede  had  any  foysoun. 
.  At  )>e  ende,  }?e  white  a  fflaume  out  cast, 
.  pat  )>e  rede  bolnede  &  brast. 
.  When  he  was  ded,  )?e  rede  dragoun, 
.  pe  white  ^ede  &  leyde  hym  doun  ; 
.  pre  daye  yen  lyued  he,  &  na  mo, 
.  pe  ferj;e  he  deyde,  y  trowe,  for  wo. 
jf  Vortyger  sey  J?anne  )?is  chaunce  ; 
He  askede  Merlyn  }?e  signifiaunce, 
&  preyed  hym  telle  what  hit  wild  luene, 
.  Whefer  hit  tokned  ioye  or  tene. 
pcTine  seyde  ilerlyn  many  thynges, 
What  y  J7is  lond  schuld  tide  of  kynges, 
.pat  are  in  Blase  bokes  write,^ — 
.  pey  )>at  hauyt,  mowe  hit  wyte,* — 
.  And  in  Tolomer  &;  sire  Amytayn ;  ^ 
.  pyse  hadde  Merlynes  bokes  playn, 
.  ffor  J7yse  ]?re  write  his  pj^ophecyes, 
.  And  were  his  maistres  in  ser®  pa^^t^-es. 
.  Som  me^i  haue  fern  mykel  in  hande, 
.  pa^  eon  nought  J?em  wel  vndestande. 
Y  sey  for  me,  y  naue  no  wyt 
To  open  )?e  knottes  ^ai  Me^'lyn  knyt. 
.  Men  may  sey  more  J7an  he  ha}?  seyd, 


8200 


[lenfJW.] 

8204 


8208 


8212 


8216 


8220 


8224 


^  wipped  .  .  .  ouerwarpen, 

3  kracchid  with,  clawes  romhed  8f 

rent. 

3  See   Geoffrey    of   Monmouth*s 

'<  Liber  Septimus,  qui  est  de  Pro- 

**  phetiis  Merlini."    Wace  leaves  it 

out  too : 

Ne  voil  son  livre  tranlater, 


Quant  jo  n^elsai  entepr^ter : 
Nule  rien  dire  ne  volroie 
QuMssi  ne  fa  com  jo  diroie. 

Wace,  I  861,11.  7733-6. 

*  po\fiU  it  hafpei  it  witen, 

*  (?)  Auntayn, 

*  were  maistres  at  sere. 
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pat  no]?yng  yer-io  may  be  leyd. 
M(?rlyii  spak  on  *s\vylk  a  manere, 
,  p«t  til  hit  be  gou,  iion  may  hit  lere. 


He  spoke  so, 
that  till  the 
thing  happened, 
8228  no  hody  knew 
it. 


If  De  mt^rpretac/o;/e  draconu;;^  ^er  Merlynu;//. 


re  kyng  held  M^rlyii  in  mlkel   pris,  Voniger 

ft  or  his  seynge  was  god  &  wy?. 
.  (In  ffortiger  tyme,  men  hit^  told, 
.  He  wius  ]>at  tyme  bot  twolf  ^er  old.)  8232 

pe  kyng  bisoughtym  J?rtt  he  wold  seye 

What  mane  re  de);  ]^at  he  schold  deye.^ 
• '*  Sinj  l^y"o>  ^^  wyte  luustow^  desir: 

*'  Al  way  war  j^e"^  wel  fro  fyr 

*'  fFro  Constantes  childre,'^  ]>at  ar  comand, 

"  pat  sone  sehul  aryuen  here  on  land.     , 
.  "  pou  sign efi est  ^'  pe  rede  dragon n, 

"  pat  ffiider  &  broker  slowe  wyp  tresoun ;    8240  dragon, 
.  *^  &  hit  meues,  yer  batailk  strong,  Sher^and'^''"' 

*'  pat  'pon  lia,st  halde^  ]>er  lond  wy);  wrong.  brother. 

.  '*  pe  white  dragon  ys  syngnefiaunce 

"  pat  ]  ey  schul  take  of  J?e  vengannce  : 

'*  fful  yiiel  ]yo\x  sloAve  ]>er  ffader  &  bro)?er/ 

"  &  madest  )?e  kyng,  ]>at  was  ano)>er. 

"  pe  )?Fidde  eombraunce  )wxt  lit  pe  mones, 

*'  pou  receyuedest  fe  Payens  Saxones. 

"  On  alle  halue  comes  py  wo  : 

*'  pe  Saxoyns  wyl  waite  )  e  to  slo  ; 

"  I  pat  oper  halue  pe  eyreH  schul  come, 

*'  &  aske  per  lond  of  pe  porow  dome; 


asks  Merlin 
how  he  (the 
king)  shall  die. 
Merlin  says, 

8236  «  Beware  of 
fire  from  Con- 
stant's children, 
who  will  soon 
land  here. 
You  are  the  red 


They  are  the 
R9±±  white  dragon, 
^-^^  and  shall  take 

vengeance  ou 

you. 


8248 


The  Saxons 
will  try  to  kill 
you  too. 
8252  Constant's  heirs 


^  Merlin  men. 
2  dede  he  suld  dt/e, 
^  haves  \>ou, 

*  war  \>e  wer  |>e.    (Garde-toi,  dist- 
il, garde-toi,  Wace,  i.  3G1,  1.  7742.) 
»  Constant  Childir. 


"  signifise, 

'  ^ou  haues. 

^  An  euell  Vou  dt'dig  Jjow  shu  >er 
6roher.  (The  second  ficribe  began 
again  in  P.  at  line  822a.) 
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MERLIN  WARNS  VORTIGER  OF  HIS  FOES. 


will  land  to- 
morrow at 
Totness,  and 
inarch  after 
you. 

Flee  at  once  to 
your  best  hold. 


Aurelius  shall 
reign  first,  but 
only  a  short 
tune. 

Then  Uther 
shall  succeed, 

and  after  him 
his  son 

(Arthur)  from 
Cornwall, 


who  shall 
destroy  all  his 
enemies." 


Vortiger  starts 
at  once. 


.  **  pey  ar  now  saylynge  Mn  }?e  se ; 
*'  Awey  by  tyme  y  rede  \k>w  fle. 

•  "  pey  schul'  aryue  vp  at  Toteneya 

•  "  To  mom,  wy^  hors  &  wy)>  hameys ;  8256 

•  **  To  renne  on  )?e  [J^ey]  schul*  )?em  renge  •,  [if.8e,ci^.] 

•  "  fFader  &  hro^r  )?ey  schul*  )>a7i  venge. 

•  *'  per  yoM  wensb  best  recet^  to  haue, 

•  "  ffle  now  faste,*  ]jj  self  to  saue.  8260 

•  "  ^yt  sclial  y  warne  J^e  of  }ys  ]>yng<?, 
"  Aureliiis  schal  ^  first  be  kyng ; 

"  &  he  schal  ^  lyue  nought  bot  a  stounde ; 
"  porow  poyson  schal  ^  he  be  brought  to  grounde. 
*'  Vt^r,  his  bro)7er,  afte7*  hym  schal  ^  be        8265 
"  Kyng,  &  regno  als  dide  he. 
"  Yter  sone  schal  com  fro  Comewaille, 
"  As  a  fyghtyng  bor«  in  bataillc;  8268 

*'  pe  traiturs  of  jTyne  )?at  he  may  fynde, 
"  He  schal  furdo,  and  al  ^er  kynde ; 
*'  Of  prowesse  he  schal  haue  J?e  pris, 
"  &  destniye  all6  his'enemis."  8272 

Merlyn  stynte,®  &  spak  namore. 
pen  fforteger  tok  his^  leue  )?ore; 
ffo[r]  ]?es  tydynges  dwelt  he®  nought, 
,  On  M^7'lynes  wordes  was  al  his  |?ought.       8276 


Next  day,  Au- 
relius, Uther, 
and  their  host, 
landat  Totness, 


f  Hie  de  Aurelyo  Rage. 

uat  oper  day,  ns  Merlyn  seyd, 

Totenesse  was  vmbyleyd® 
Wy|?  schipes  wyj?  )>e  children^®  host, 
.  &  spred  aboute  by  al  )>e  cost. 


8280 


^  sailand,     [leaf  49,  back.] 

8  vfote  best  refute, 

*  suyth, 

^  als  a  feihtand  bore. 

^left/ 


7  at  Vortiger  he  toke.  (Et  Vor- 
tiger d'iloc  toma,  Wace^  i.  363, 1. 
7778.) 

'  ne  Vortiger  duellid. 

'  be  layd, 

»o  childir. 
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8284 


8288 


8292 


Bretons  J^at  lierde,  &  weren  bly);e; 

pey  gadered  )7em,  &  J?yder  swy^e  ; 

po  J^afc  were  a-sondred  fiiP  wyde, 

Com  to  Toteneys  on  ilka  syde ; 

Lordes  riden,  <%  fotmen  ran, 

Bretons  were  bli)?e  ilka  man. 

Hengist  byforn  had  don  hem  skulke 

In  wodes,  in  hilles,  to  crepe  in  hulke/ 

&  had  ney  slayn  al  fev  barons 

Wy]?  'pe  sexes  of  |?e  Saxons.^ 

pen  were  J^ey  bolde  of  ]?e  cominge ; 

pey  tok  AureHu5,  &  made  hym  kyng. 

Wy)?  ]m  Bretons  was  blisse  ynougli,* 
.  &  preiien  Hengist  to  wake  hys  wough.® 

If  J>y3  tidyng  com  to  ffortiger, 

pat  Aurdius  &  sire  Vter 
.  Were  comeu,  &  hadde  seysed  )?e  loud, 
,  peym  to  venge,  23^f  j^ey  hym  fond. 

fFor  ]fo  tydynges  &  ^o  tales 

He  fledde  &  warnyschet  he?^^  in  ^Yales 

Genoyre  hight  J?e  ca^stel  name, 
.  (I  not  ^yf  hit  haue  tit  )?e  same  ;) 

pe  hil  bight  CI  oar  t,  ]yer  men  hit  kennes, 

&  byside  )^  water  of  Weye^  i*e7ines  ; 

pe  contre  J?at  hit  sta?ides  yn, 

pe  name  )?er-of  liight  Dergiyn  ;  ® — 

pider  gadered  his  folk  &  J?aire  vitaille, 

&  warnyschet  ®  he?n,  ^yf  ought  myght  vaille. 

jf  pe  ^onge  kyng  &  his  hroper,  8309 

Wy]>  mania  Breton,  on  &;  o)?er,  De  Morte 

&  folk  wy}  hym  J?at  he  brought,      ffortygemy. 


and  all  the 
Britons  in  great 
joy  resort  to 
them. 


Till  then. 
Hengist  has 
made  the  Hri- 
tous  skulk  in 
woods  and 
comers : 


8296 


8301 


8304 


now  they'll 
wake  his  woe  [?] 
[See  1.  8558.] 
Vortiger  hears 
of  this, 


and  flees  to  his 
castle  Genoyre, 
in  Wales, 

on  the  hill 

Cloart, 

near  the  Wye, 

in  Dergrj-n, 
and  garrisons 
it. 

Aurelius  and 
Uther, 

with  their  Bri- 
tons, 


*  or  sundird. 

^  to  krepe  ^  hdk, 

2  Wace,  MS.  du  Roi,  73,  Cange. 
De  Lincy's  No.  27  has  *  Des  castiax 
ot  la  signorie/  Wace^  i.  364,  t. 
7790.) 


-*  eneughe.     [leaf  49,  back.  col.  2.] 

^  wakin  his  wouk. 

^  wanisid  him. 

'*  he  side  wye  a  water  |>af. 

^  Her  grin, 

*  warnisid  it. 

T    2 
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march  to  Wales 
and  besiege 
Vortiger. 


Eldok  the  Earl 
of  Gloucester 
(who  escaped 
from  the 
slaughter  at 
Ambresburj', 
p.  278)  is  in  the 
host, 

and  AurelluB 
appeals  to  him 

(for  Constant's 
gifts  to  him, 


and  the  Saxons* 
treachery,)  to 
avenge  Con- 
stant's death. 

They  shout  "to 
arms,** 


fill  up  the 
castle  ditch 
with  brush- 


In  Walys  SoTteger  )?ey  sought.  8312 

pey  byseced  straite  Lis  castel  ;^         [leaf  86.  back,  coi.i.] 

ffele  arewes  J^ey  schotten,  &  quarel  - 

pey  caste  ]>er'to,  on  manie  a  gate, 

ffor  J;ey  liad  )>er-to  ful  gret  hate. 

I  ye  ost  was  pe  erl  ^  of  Gloucestr^, — 

In  Walys  he  knew  al  J7e  estre, — 

Eldok  he  highte,  man  of  hom/r, 
.  And  hardy  knyght  &  god  werrowr. 

pe  kyng  Aiirelius  asked  hym  red 
.  ffor  to  venge  his  fader  ded, 

*fe  seyde,  *'  Sire  Erl,'  )?ou  furgetest  ylk  del 


8316 


8320 


"  pat  my  fader  feffed  J;e  wel, 
"  &  gaf  ye  armes,  &  made  pe  knyght ; 
"  SyjTen  my  broJ?e7',  in  al  his  myght ; 
"  &  ^if  yow  louedest  *  hym  feyjrfuly, 
*'  Help  me  to  venge  his  enemy  ! 
"  Let  now  no  god  wiUe  be  wane, 
,  "  Bot  help  to  venge  my  fader  bane ! 
.  "  penk  o  \e  Payens  J>at  sexes  drow, 
. "  &  at  J>e  Pa^'lement  ye  lordes  slow ! "  ^ 
When  Eldok  herde,  he  made  swilk  mone, 
pey  cried  "  as  ^  armes  "  eu^^ylkono. 
To  gyne  ^  assaut  to  yem  wyj7ynne ; 
Bot  ye  castel  was  yuel®  to  wj'nne. 
pey  comaunded  to  al  men  lyk,® 
Vfiy  brusch  to  come,^®  &  fylk  ye  dyk. 
When  Ixit  was  ful,  fir  yey  set, 


8324 


8328 


8332 


8336 


1  hesegid  his  casteU  Oenoire. 

*  iffondit  yfpei  might  itpeire. 

3  ereit  (still  in  the  second  scribe's 
hand). 

■•  louedis, 

*'*  jr    hwA    hou    he   ye   paiens 
draughe 


>a/  Hengist  at  pe  parlement 
slouh, 
(leaf    50,  where  the    first    scribe 
begins  again.) 
^Has. 
'  mak, 
8  iff. 

*  W  aU  dike, 
10  brusche  suld  ccm. 
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,  &  on  a  lowe  at  ones  hit  set ; 

pe  lowe  was  mikel,  &  vp-ward  stey, 

So  yai  hit  in  to  )7e  castel  fley, 

&  vp  in  to  ]?e  tour  hit  went, 

Jtot  alle  pe  houses  aboute  brent ; 

Castel,  houses,  wyp  al  ]>er  atyr, 
,  Man  &  best,  al  was  on  fyr  ; 
,  Til  al  was  brent,  woldit  nought  lynne.^ 

pe  kyng  hym  self  was  brent  ]7er-ynne, 

&  alle  his  folk  euerylkone, 
.  Brente  to  dej?e,  body  &  bone. 
,  Of  ilka  tray  tour  swilk  ys  )?e  ende  I 
,  Last  of  bis  lyue  wyj?  wo  scbal  ^  wende  ! 

Of  a  traitoi67'  ys  al  of  spoken ; 
.  Of  Hengist  wolde  ]>q  kyng  be  wroken. 


8340  wood,  and  set 
fire  to  it. 

The  flames 
moant  up, 

834<4  and  burn  all 
the  castle, 
house,  man, 
beast,  and  king 
Vortigerandall 
his  folk,  to 

8348  death. 


So  end  traitors! 


8352 


TU'hen  Aurelius  &  sire  Vter 

Were  venged  on  sire  ffortyger, 
Al  J?e  land,  ouer  al  iiboute, 
Wyy  loue  he  did  hit  til  hym  loute, 

'  Whan  he  wyste  J?at  al  )?e  land 

,  Was  til  his  wille  bo  wand, 

,  He  seide,  *  he  wolde  no  lenger  abide ; 

*  Agayn  J?e  Saxons  wold  he  ryde, 

*  Deliuo'e  )>e  land  of  )?em  al  klene; 
,  *  pey  han  vs  do  ful  ^  mykel  tene; 

Hengist  herde  ]>o  tydynges  seye, 

Toward  Scotland  he  nam*  his  weye; 

pe  sou)?  contre  al  he  fursok, 

&  ouer  Humber  )?e  way  he  tok  ; 

Of ^  Scottes  &  of  Peytes  )?erc 

He  hoped  of  help,  ^yf  nede  we[re]. 

pe  kyng  hym  spedde,'*  when  he  hit  wiste, 


8356 


All  the  land 
submits  lov- 
ingly to  Au- 
relius, 


8360 


and  he  resolves 


to  drive  the 
8364  Saxons  clean 
out  of  it. 
Hengist  goes 
to  Scotland, 


8368 


in  hope  to  get 
help  of  the 
Scots  and  Picls. 

Aurelius 


^  wald  it  not  bhjnne. 

^  toke. 

-  ift  sait. 

^at 

'  ha/  vs  wrouht. 

^  spiedi 
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AURELIUS  MARCHES  TO  FIGHT  HENGIST. 


follows  him, 
[lf.36,bk.,ooLS.] 


and  finds  the 
-whole  country, 
churches  and 
all,  destroyed 
by  the  Saxons. 

Aurelius  vows 
to  restore  it  if 
he  lives. 
Hengist  fears, 
and  doesn't 
know  which 
way  to  turn. 

But,  as  he  must 

fight,  he  c!!ais 

his  men  . 

together,  and 

says, 

*'  These  Britoni 


will  give  us 
battle ; 


but  if  we  stand 
well,  they'll 
soon  flee. 
You  know 
what  Britons 
are: 


Toward  )7e  northc  after  Hengyste.  8372 

When  Bretons  berde  ye  kyng  passed  Humbre, 

So   fele   to   hym   come,   me^i.  myghtem   nowt 
noumbre. 

Towards  pe  northe  al  way8[te]  ]?ey^  fond«, 

Were  ]f€re  non  left  myght  tyle  ^e  londe,      8376 

Casteles  broken,  tounes^  brent. 

Holy  kirke  was  broke  &  schent ; 

Pyse  Payens  Saxoyns  al  had  reft. 

pen  sey  )?e  kyng  nought  waster '  left  :  8380 

Al  he  highte  to  restore, 

^yf  he  myght  lyue,  &  eft  come*  )7ore, 

jf  Whan  Hengist  wyste  )?at*  Jto  kyng  cam, 

ffor  drede  he  ne  wyste  what  ®  wey  he  nam ; 

fFor  to  fle  myght  hit  nought  vaille,  8385 

Bot  ned  he  mest  byde^  bataille. 

He  calde  his  felawes,®  &  bad  J?em  rest, 

&  seide,  **felawes,  what  ys  J>e  best?  8388 

,  "  pis  Bretons  folewe  vs  faste  &  ney ; 

"  Vs  by-houes  be  queynte  &  sley. 

*'  In  bataille  now  fey®  wil  vs  frayst, 
,  "  Lok  ]Hii  je  be  ti^ewe  &  traist ;  8392 

"  Drede)?  nought  ]>er  gret  compaignye; 
,  "  ^yf  we  wel  sta^ide,  sone  schul  J^ey  flye. 

"  Wel  wot  ^e  what  Bretons  are ; 

"  pey  fejmte  ful  sone  ^yf  non  )?em  spare.    8396 

"  StandeJ?  styf  &  truely^®  ageyn, 

"  We  schul  yen  of  hem  make  feldes  pleyn.^^ 

**  Wy)7  fewe,  we  han  seyn  many^^  tyme, 


»  waste  he.  [leaf  50,  col.  2.]  (Mult 
Irova  li  rois  pais  gaste,  Wacc,  i. 
368, 1.  7867.) 

'  MS.  \>ey  breken  tonnes  \>ey. .  P. 
wisely  leaves  out  the  two  \>ey^. 

'  was  there.    P.  has  was  only. 

*  if  he  had  life  eft  to  com, 

"herd. 


^for  him  he  wist  J>c. 
7  nede  bord  him  stand  to, 
»  caUed  his  folk, 
^we. 

^"  standes  siifly  a  prow, 
"  pan  yif  pel  bak  §•  pe  feUU  aU 
playn. 

"  with  litiUfolk  mattff  a. 
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"  We  haue  )?eym  sondred  &  smyten  in  swyme. 
*'  Tak  ^e  non  hede^  of  J>eyr  grete  host,        8401 
*'  ffor  wel  ^e  wot  jHji  ar  bot  bost, 
"  &  fals  folk,  wyj?  feble  heuedc ; 
"  ffor  J>em  our  wed  schal  nought  be  leued.  8404 
"  He  ys  a  child  )?at  hem  ledes  ! 
*'  He  can  nought  ^it  on  8wylk[e]  dedes  1  - 
"  &  we  ar  noble  werreoura 

"  pat  han  be  ^  proued  in  many  stours  I         8408 
**  Standes  now  wel  ageyn  lour  fo  I 
*'  Raunsom  for  vs  non  may  go. 
"  Defende  oure  lyues,  best  is  to  chese, 
,  "  Now  al  to  Wynne  or  al  to  lese!"  8412 

When  Hengist  had  conforted  hem  ]^us, 
pey  armed  J?eym  alle  att  o  frusch,* 
&  riden  fol  softe  &  semly 

Ageyn  )?e  Bretons  wy]?oute/i  crL  8416 

pey  hoped  vnarmed  J?e  Bretons  mete, 
&  al  vn warned  on  ]>em  schete ; 
Bot  pe  Bretons,  ilka  conrey, 
Were  as  wel  armed  as  ]?ey  ;  8420 

pey  hadden  of  j^e  Payens  drede, 
Night  &  day  armed  )?ey  ^ede. 
pe  kyng  herde  seye  ]?ey  come  ]Kti  syde, 
And  to  bataille  pey  wolde  abide;  8424 

A  feld  he  ches,  fair  &  brod, 
He  wente  )?yder,  &  pere  abod. 


nothing  but 
brag  and  feeble 
polk! 


They're  led  by 
a  child, 

and  we  are 
proved  war- 
riors. 
Stand  well, 

and  defend 
your  lives !  It's 
*win  all,  or  lose 
all '  with  us  :" 
Hen  gist's  men 
arm,  and  ad- 
vance fiuietly, 


hoping  to  catch 
the  Britons  un- 
armed. 


But  the  Britons 
are  weU  aimed^ 


and  Aurelius 


chooses  a  broad 
plain  to  fight 
in. 


De  Bello  inter  Awceimm  Rege^M  &  Hengystuw. 

pre  hundred^  knyghtes  of  his  moyne 

pat  wyj>  hym  comen  oner  )?e  se,  8428 

AUe  doughty  knyghte,  fro  feme  he  fet.®     [leaf  87.] 


^  Mak  ^€  no  force, 
-  ofsuilk  dedis. 
3  ^  has  ben, 
^  at  afrusse* 


*  l^ousand,     [loaf  60,  back.]      (milj 
Wace/i.  370,1.  7915.) 
^/emefeUe, 
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296     AURELIUS   PUTS   HIS  HOST  IN   BATTLE  ARRAY. 


He  sets  two 
companies  of 
Welshmen  to 
stop  the  pagans 
taking  to  the 
bills  and  woods, 


and  keeps  the 
stalwartest  men 
in  his  own  line. 


.  Bo)?e  batailles  J?en  sone  wer  set ; ' 

Of  ]7e  Walsche  ho  tok  to  ^  coT^ipanies, 
.  Pa)7es  to  waite,  &  stretes,  &  styes,  8432 

pat  Payens  schulde  for  no  nede 

pe  hylles  take,  ^yf  J?eym  fel  drede. 

&  J?e  wodes  he  dide  so  loke 
.  Al  so  wel  fat  non  fern  toke,  8436 

pat  ^yf  ony  fider  drowe, 

pe  Walsche  men  sone  fern  slowe, 

pe  star-worJ?est '  to  fyght  &  fende, 

&  his  owen  bataille  ]>en  schulde  *  be  hende.    8440 


Aurelius  lets 
his  trusty  kins- 
men bear  his 
banner. 


Earl  Eldok 
hopes  he  may 
meet  Hengist, 
and  repay  him 
for  his  treacher- 
ous slaughter 
of  the  Britons 
at  Ambresbury. 


T^hen  his  batailles^  wer  set  &  dight, 

Eenged  &  redy  for®  to  fyght, 
pe  men  of  kuythe^  |?at  he  wel  knewe, 
pat  he  wyste  were  gode^  &  trewe,  8444 

pern  dide  he  bere  his  baner, 
<&  fro  fo  was  he  nought  fer; 
Sire  Eldok  was  euere  hym  by, 
&  o^er  barons  also  were  ney.  8448 

"  Lord,"  seide  Eldok,  "  had  y  fat  grace, 
"  Hengist  for  to  mete  in  place ! 
"  Wel  oughte  ^  me  f e  treson  mene 
"  pat  on  f  e  playne  ^it  is  wel  sene  :  8452 

"  pe  flour  of  al  fis  Empyre 
"  Wer  slayn  bysydes  Ainbresbyre  '^ 
"  pe  firste  day  of  clene  May. 
"  Wyf  mikel  wo  ^^  y  scaped  away  ;  8456 

*•  Vnefes  to  Gloucestre  y  wan,^^ 


'  bi  pe  lo  aide  ait  were  seile. 
2  toke  tuo, 

*  stalworthest. 

*  /lis  awen  bataile  suld. 

*  barons, 

*  renyed  ait  redi  to, 

'  kith,    (Od  ses  homes  fu  naturax, 
Fiicc,  i.  370, 1.  793 L) 


» ireist, 

3  Wele  bwd,      (mene  =  A.-Sax. 
mctnan^  mind,  remember,  Bosworth.) 
^^  ambirscIUre. 
"  with,  m^kiif. 
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AURELIUS  PUTS  HENGIST's  ARMY  TO   FLIGHT.     297 


"  Elles  had  we  be^  slayn,  ilkaman." 

Als  Sire  Eldok  ]>us  mente  his  mone, 

Com  Hengist  &  his  raen  ylkone, 

&  vmbyleyden  al  )?e  feld, 

Redy  armed  wy)?  spere '  &  scheld. 

{Suae  iii'ier  ]>at  ^  )>ey  were  cumtjii, 

pe  batailk  bytwyxte  ^em  was^  nomen. 

Bo]7e  pa?'tys  ful  felly  ^  hated, 

pe  so?mer  to-gedere  J>ey  ]7em  raped  :^ 

fer  myghte  men  se  strokes  set 

Bytwyxt  enemis  J>at  scharply  ^  met ; 
'  [sore  he  smote,  ]>at  smerte  couht  *  smyte  ; 

bitterly  bote,  ]mi  best  myght  bite ; 

Ilkone  peyned  ofer  to  slo, 

for  eue?'ilkone  was  o)?c/'[es]  fo  ;]  ^ 
.  Mercy  was  non  on  neyj^er  partye, 
.  Ne  no  raunsom,  bot  al  schold  deye. 

porow  plate  &  hauberk  J^e  sperc  out^  brast ; 

Ilkon  o]>er  to  de)?  doun  cast ; 

pat  doun  was^*'  cast,  J?em  lye  most'^  nedc, 

fFor  hors  &  man  vpon  ]>eni  tede. 
.  fful  wel  foughte  J?e  Pay  en  men, 
.  &  mykel  better  Jmn  dide  *^  Gristen  ; 
,  Bot  sone  after,  J>er  force  gan  falle.^^ 

Vpon  ]fer  Godes  ^en  cried  )?ey  alle  ; 

pe  Crysten  cried  [for]  help  to  Crist 
.  A-gayn  )je  Paycnes  ^*  force  Hengist. 

pe  Cristeinnen  )>eir  bataille  brak; 

When  |?ey  wer  sondred,  )?ey  turd  J?e  ^^  bak ; 


8460 


84C4i 


Hengist  comes 
with  his  host, 


and  a  battle  to 
the  death 
begins  ; 


8468 


[*  So  in  MS,] 


8472 


no  mercy  is 
given,  or  ran- 
som taken. 


8176 


8180 


8484 


The  Pagans 
tight  well  at 
first,  but  soon 
foil. 


The  Christians 
call  on  Christ, 


and  the  Pagans 
break,  and  flee. 


'  ba/  hi  tvere.     [If.  60,  bk.,  col.  2.] 

*  helm,  '  nouhtfutt  Umg  sen, 

'  was  loilh.  \>am. 

^  pSLTtiesfelonly. 

*>  abated,  '  sfjiertU. 

8-«  From  the  Petyt  MS. 

^  Por(fh  schelde  ^  hauberk  IdWices. 

>"  MS*  wasL 


**  was  cast  die  suld. 

*2  mt/kett  beitere  )>e.  (Et  asses  mius 
li  Crestien,  Wace,  i.  372,  1.  7964.) 

J3  I'le  paten  force  fast  (janfalk. 

^*  paten. 

'^  ^'  sondred  )^am  J»at  pei  gaf 
[  ?  iur  the  base  of  tiw-n.  See  inr-de 
.  8509.] 
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HENGIST  FIGHTS  AURELIUS  AGAIN. 


Hengist  takes 
refuge  in 

Coniogsburgh 
castle, 

whither  Au- 
relius 

pursues  him. 


.  ffele  were  slayn  als  )?ey  fledde, 

.  &  fleyng  )?ey  sparplyed  ^  &  spredde. 
When  Hengist  saw  his  folk  fleand, 
&  his  force  faille,  &  myght  nowt  stande, 
He  flSey*  to  ]fe  castel  of  Conyngesburgh, 
ffor  he  wende  saued  haf  beii  jTer-Jwrough. 
pat  herde  )>e  kyng,  &  after  ^eme,         [ierf87,coi.^.] 

.  pe  entre  of  )?e  castel  him  for  to  *  weme, 
&  cried  ^n  faste,  "  folewe  we  to  *  slo ! 

.  ffor  )7yse  ar  J?ey  Jwt  dide  vs  *  wo."  8496 


8488 


8492 


But  Hengist 
does  not  like 
being  in  a 
castle; 


and  resolves  to 
fight  in  the 
open. 


He  rallies  his 
men; 

they  turn 
eagerly  to 
battle, 


and  at  first 
beat  the  Chris- 
tianSy 


TI7hen  Hengist  wiste  J?e  kyng  hym  sywed,^ 
porow  castel  J?en  wold  he  nought  be  r^cowed; 
.  Hit  was  bot  pjnie,  wel  hadde  he  herd, 
.  Wy]x)ute  socour  in  castel  be  sperd ; 

Leucre  hym  were  holde  hym  wyjTOute ; 
.  pat  held  he  betere,  &  lasse  ^  doute, 

pan  yn  castel  be  closed  yn, 

ffor  he  nyste  ho  hym  out  schude  wyn.® 
.  tit  )70Ughtym  best  myght  hym  ®  a-uaill^, 
.  To  relye  his  folk,  &  gyue^®  bataillc. 

pCTi  gedred  he  his  folk  Jwt  weren  o  stray, 

ffor  he  wolde  ^it  eft^^  make  asay. 

pe  Payens  to  bataille  turde  agayn 

fful  egrely,  bo}?e  knyght  &  swayu, 

Agayn  J?e  Cristen  fill  hardyly, 

&  ascryed  J?em  |>a7ine  wy}>  a  gret  cry.^* 

At  yai  comyng^  )>e  Cristen  les, 

So  [s]toutly^*  )?e  Payens  on  \fem  gan  pres: 
.  Grysly  ^*  &  grym  was  hit  to  se, 


8500 


8504 


8608 


8512 


"^fleand  \>ei  spar  pled, 

2  \>eifleh. 

^  to  entre  |^  hasteit  he  wald  him. 

*  He  cried  §*  said  folow  fast  ^. 

*  ^<w. 

*  herd  pe  kyng  him  sued, 

'  oil  enture  him  he  was  in.  Deaf  81.] 


^  he  ne  wist  who  suldhim  out  wynnc. 

'^  he  sauh  no  ping  tnyghl^f]  more. 

'^'  pan  for  to  stand  to, 

^*  ff  said  he  suldyit. 

'^  jf  discried  pam  with,  a  eri. 

^  criyng. 

"  stijiy.  "  greuo^. 
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KARL   KLDOK   FIGHTS   WITH   HENQIST. 


2dd 


Sya  neyj^er  partye  wold  bly)>ely  ^  fle. 

In  auoititre  ]fen  was  j>e  kynges  syde, 
.  Bot  his  )?re  hundred  knyghtes  -  holpe  wel 

pat  CO  men  out  of  pe  Lytel  Bretayn  ; 
.  ffor,  J?is  Paiens  )>ey  feld  doun  playn ;  ^ 
,  Vpon  )?e  Payens  ]}ey  trauersed  J?e  feld, 

&  )>e  kynges  side  wel  vp  J^y  held. 

Bot  )7e  Payens  so  faste  pey  fought, 
.  pey  hoped  of  no  socott/*  )?(:tt  dought, 

flor  wel  ]?ey  wyste  )?at  )?e  ne  myght 

Aseape  wyjjoute  streng]?e  ^  of  fyght ; 
.  per-fore  J?ei  foughte  as  J)ey  were  wode, 
.  Abated  J?ewi  boldely,^  &  styfly  stode. 


8516 

who  are  in 
bat  tyde  ^'•^a'  danger, 
'  -^        but  are  i-cscued 

by  300  koighU 

8520  ^^^"^^y- 

who  ride 
through  the 
Suxon  host. 
But  still  the 
8524  Saxons  fight 


as  if  they  were 
8528  "^^■ 


f  De  Pungna  inter  Eldok  &  Hengystu;;^. 

.  As  pey  were  boldest  in  fer  baret, 

Eldok  &  Ilengist  to-gedere  met  • 

Sire  Eldok,  Hengist  ful  wel  knew, 

His  herte  a-geyns  hyin  gros  &  gi-ew :  8532 

,  pey  hit  ®  so  dide,  ful  wel  hit  aughte, 
.  Gret  encheson  mad  )?eyra  vnsaughte  ; 

He  preied  to  God  his  desir  ^  fulfil, 

pat  he  of  Hengist  might  haue  his  wyl.        8536 

Wyj7  scharpe  swerdes  to-gyder  ]?ey  ^  ran, 

&  Hengist  kepte  hym  a«  a  man  j 

Eldokes  strok  ful  wel  he  sat, 
.  Hengist  ageyn  ano]>cr  smat ;  8540 

per  myg[h]te  men  se  fighte^'es  bolde;^** 
*  ffor  dynt  of  dej?  spare  )?ey  ne  wolde  5^^ 


Then  Eldok 
and  Hengist 
meet. 


They  fight, 


fearing  not 
death. 


'  Jo  «o*>er  partw  wald  bipeli. 
-  his  men,      (Li  trois  mil,  Wace^  i, 
373, 1.  7990.) 

**  opon  pe  paiens  ^ei  mad  bargain, 
^  ascapcd  ^orgh  force. 
^boid. 
«  if  it. 


'  He  \>anked  god  he  hoped. 

^  with  so  harp  spere  titt  him  he. 

*  One    stroke   too  many   in  the 
MS.  m. 

**'  se  tuo  luste  ^  Iwxne, 
^^for    doute    of  dede    non    wild 
scurnc,     [leaf  51*  col.  2,] 
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£ARL  ELDOK  TAKES  HENGIST  PRISONER. 


The  sparks  fly 
like  fire  from 
flint; 

and  Hengist  is 
winning,  when 
Eldok,  heart- 
ened by  Earl 
Corlyeu8*s 
coming, 

rushes  at 
Hengist,  seizes 
him  by  the 
vizor,  and  then 
by  the  neck. 

Eldok  thanks 
Jesus 

that  his  yearn- 
ing is  fulfilled, 
his  worst  foe 
taken, 

the  hound  that 
never  had  pity. 


He  sends 
Hengist  as  a 
present  to  Au- 
relius. 


So^ii 


8548 


Wy)?  swerdes  of  werr«  double^  dyntes, 

pe  sparkles  fleye  as  fir  of  flyntes ; 
.  ^yf  Eldokes  help  ne  hadde  be  ney, 
.  Hengist  had  had  ^  J?e  better  party ; 

Bot  J?e  Erl  Corlyeus^  of  CornewaiUe, 

Cam  right  y*  J^  moste  trauaille. 

Whan  Eldok  sey  )?at  )?e  Erl  cam, 

More  hardynesse  in  herte  he  nam, 

fful  egrely  J?anne  til  Hengist  he*^  went,  [if.87.bk..ci.i.] 

&  by  )?e  vyser^  he  hym  hent,  8552 

&  heldit  til  he  had  sesed  his  nekke  : — 
.  pe  Payens  wer  al  mat  ^  wyj?  fat  chekke  : — 

"  panked  be^  lesu,  ]Kii  fou  hit  wylde  I 

"  pat  y  haue  ^erned,  now  ys  fulfilde ! 

"  Now  hauy  take  oure  moste  fo, 

"  pat  ha]7  vs  wakned  many  wo ! 

"  pis  ys  pe  hound — wo  mot  hym  be  ! — 

"  pat  neuere  of  vs  hadde  pyte  1 
.  "  pis  hound  y  soughte,  now  y  hym  fond, 

"  He  was  heued  to  struye  )?is  lond !  ^ 
.  "  Sire  Erl,  J?ys  hound,  )?y3  comelyng, 
.  "  O  myn  half  p7'esent  hym  to  J?e  kyng, 

"  &  sey  his  enemy  ys  ouer-comen 

"  Now  )?y8  hound  Hengist  ys  nomen  ! " 


8556 


8560 


8564 


Aurelins  keeps 
him  in  chams. 


jf  Be  capcione  Heng^ti  p^/*  Comite?;^  QloucGBtrie. 


van  W8U3  Hengist  ful-like^^  schent, 
^  pat  ffetered  to  |>e  kyng  was  sent, 
pen  dide  ]?e  kyng  kep  hym  ful  streit 
In  cheynes  bounden  for  deseit.^^ 


8568 


^  with,  scharp  suerdes  pei  dubled. 
2  MS.  (A  altered)  A€</.  V.  has  had. 
'  erle  Gorleus, 

*  com  in  alle, 

^for  helde  of  him  to  Hengist, 

•  naseU.    (nasal,  Wace,  1.  8012.) 


'  were  mate. 

^  Mexci, 

»-»  Not  in  the  Petyt  MS. 

^^fouly. 

^*  fo  desceite. 
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Hengistes  sone  )>at  higlite  Octa, 

&  his  cosyn  sire  Ebbesa,  8572 

Wy]>  gret  j)yiie  ]>ey  bo]>e  ascaped, 

&  ^ork  to  take  ];ey  hem  raped. 

Bot  whan  J>ey  hadde  ]?e  toun  taken, 

Warly  way  ted,  &  held  ]>e7n  waken,  8576 

poyer  j;at  lefte,  fled  her  &  J;er, 

By  dounes  &  dales,  by^  wodes  ay*wher, 

pe  kyng  was  ioyful  ])at  he  so  spedde, 

Hengist  was  taken,  &  liis  folk  fledde ;  8580 

To  Conyngesburghe  J>e  kyng  gan  turne, 

&  ]>ere  J?re  dayes  mad  he  miourne, 

])e  wounded  for  to  hele  &  reste, 

pe  Payens  fro  ]>e  Cristen  keste.  8584 

In  '^at  tyme  )?at  )?ey  '^er  lay, 

pe  Bretons^  alle,  J;at  oJ?er  day 

To  conseil  ]>e  kyng  cald  he^Ji  to, 

pe  beste  to  wite  ^  what  weir  to  do ;  8588 

Whe^er  Hengisb  }?ey  redden'*  hym^  to  slo, 

Or  hym  enp)*isoue,*^  or  lete  liym  go. 

A  byschop  onswered, — sir^  Eldadus, 

Sire  Eldokes  bro)?^r, — &  seide  right  ]>us  :      8592 

"  I  deme  Hengist  ]>e  same  wys 

"  As  in  ]7e  bible  Samuel  seys. 

"  Samuel  did  Agag  to  ]>e  ded — 

"  Kyng  of  Amalek  was  ]?«t  qued, —  8596 

*'  A  ful  fers^  kyng,  riche  &  kene, 

"  To  Godes  folk  he  wroughte  al  tene,^ 

"  He  robbed  here  godes,  ])er  tounes  brent, 

"  &  alk  he  slow  J?rtt  he  myght  hent.  8600 

"  Swylk  sorewe  ^  myght  nought  longe  dure  ; 

"  He  was  taken  at  a  desconfyture, 


Hengist's  son, 
Octa,  and  his 
cousin  Ebbesa, 

take  York. 


The  other 
Saxons  hide 
in  dales  and 
woods. 


Aiirelius  rests 
three  days  at 
Coningsburgh 
to  heal  his 
wounded. 


He  asks  his 
Britons 

what  shall  be 
done  with 
Hengist, 

Bishop  Eldadus, 
Earl  Eldokes 
brother,  answers 
and  aays  ; 

"  Hengist  shall 
be  treated  as 
Samuel  treated 
Agag,  the  king 
of  Amalek, 


who  worried 
God's  folk. 


When  he  was 
taken,  and  Saul 


^  m.         .^  barons,     [leaf  61,  back.] 

'  Of  Hengist. 

*  MS.  reddem. 

^  whedir  ^ei  red  him  for. 

®  Hold  him  m  /orison. 


7  proude. 

^  tiit  godes  folk  he  did  ay  (ene. 
at  ait  his  myght  wo  )>am  wrouht, 
Sf  euer  werre  oh  >am  souht. 
*  suilk  mischefe. 
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HENGIST   IS  BEHEADED. 


asked  what 
judgment  he 
should  have, 
the  prophet 
Samuel 


answered  that 
as  Agag 

had  made  many- 
widows  and 
fatherless, 


so  his  mother 
should  he  left 
childless;  and 
he  hewed  Agag 
in  pieces. 


Even  thus  shall 
Hengist  he 
shin/' 

Eldok  at  once 
cuts  off 

Hengiflt*s  head, 
and  Aurelius 
has  him  huried 


Aurelius  then 
marches  with 
his  host  to 
York, 


"  &  brought  byfore  Saul  J?e  kyng, 

.  "  ffor  his  mysdedes  to  haue  demyng.^  8604 

"  Saul  asked  what  iugement 
"  Schuld  Agag  haue,  er  J;at  he  went. 
*•  pa-^i  ros  J?e  prophete  Samuel,   jf  Exemplum  de 
'*  Keper  of  J?e  folk  of  Israel,     ludic^o  Kengisti. 
*•'  And  vpon  Agag  handes  he  leyd ;    [ieaf87.hk.,coi.2.] 
"  Tyl  hym  &  alle,  ]?ise  wordes  he  seyd  : 
"  '  Agag,  "pon  has  manion  trauailled, 
"  'Manion  slayn,  many  on  assayled;^  8612 

.  "  *  Many  lond  mad  wast  &  wylde, 
"  '  Many  wydewe,  many  faderles  childe  ; 
"  '  porow  )?e  haue  [many]  ben  lorn  &  slawen, 
"  '  Many  soule  &  bodies  brought  of  dawe.'  8616 
*'  '  pe  same  wyse  schal  J?y  body*  be  refte! 
"  '  Childles  for  J?e  J?y  moder  ys  left ! ' 
"  -A-gag  si)>en  he  al  to-hew, 

.  "  Thorow  out  J>e  contres  )?e  peces  J?rew,       8620 

,  "  &  seide,  'oue^'al  J^ou  hast  don  wo, 
"  *  Of  J?e  ougral  schal  wonder  ^  go/ 
"  As  )?e  p7'ophete  gaf  dom  )?orow  lawe, 
"  So  schal  ^e  do  Hengist  to-drawe."^  8624 

When  sir<^  Eldok  herd  hym  so  say, 
&  ]?at  holy  wryt  schewed  ]?at  euene  way, 
Smc?'tly  wy);  fe  dom  al  hot, 
HeDgistes  heued  of  he  smot.  8628 

pen  dide  ]>e  kyng  J?e  body  graue 
I  fe  manere  of  Payen  laweJ 

Cyfen  quikly  J?e  kyng  hym  spedde, 

He  ^ared®  his  host,  to  ^ork  JTem  ledde,  8632 
pe  toun  &  his  enemys  for  to  wynne ;  ^ 


*  How  he  had  don  to  here  endyng, 
s  essilli^,  Wace,  1. 8082,  iVom  MS. 

duRoi,  7516»»Colb. 
3  many  savde  of  body  drawtn. 

*  sa^  H  souk. 


^  salt  won  dry  ng. 

^  so  suld  ye  do  Hengist  qfdawe. 

7  oh  jTat  maner  \fht  paten  sa&  have, 

[Ieaf51,back,col.  2.] 

8  Dight, 

^  P.  leayes  out  this  line. 
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ffor  Hengiates  sone  was  )?6r-ynne, 
^  &  oJ?er  manye  lordjmges  ]fer  ware, 

pen  Octa  studied  in  liis  ))ought : 
.  To  stonde  to  fens  auailled  nouglit; 

Soc50wr  to  sonde  he  wyste  of  non, 
.  per  socoio'  was  for  eu^i'e  gon ; 

He  cou)?e  se  no  bettere  bote, 

Bot  auntr^,  &  -  falle  )?e  kyng  to  fote ; 
.  ffel  hit  to  wysdom  or  to  foly, 

He  scbulde  auntre  bym  ni^?'cy  to  cry  : 

&  all6  his  men  red  hym  ])er-ty\, 
.  Na)>eles  hit  was  his  owen  wyl. 

Out  of  )?e  tour*  ilkon  cam  ; 
.  As  prhonevi^j  barfot'*  ]>ej  nam. 

Octa  had  don,  in  stede  of  streng, 

Aboute  his  nekke  a  chayne  heng, 
,  &  on  his  knes  fel  mekely,"' 

&  seide,  '*  Sire  kyng  !  Mercy  !  Mercy  ! 

"  AUe  oura  Godes  ar  vs  failled  ; 

"  pat  we  on  trowe,  bane  vs  nought  vailled; 

"  lonr  God  ys  of  wel  more  myght ; 
.  "  pat  we  in  leue,  ar  nought  so  right ; 

"  He  schewe);  miracle  for  yy  loue ; 

"  We  ar  byne]?e,  &  ^e  ®  aboue  ; 

**  We  ar  ouer-comen,  per-fore  we  ^  com  ; 

"  Mercy  to  craue,^  to  )?e  we  nom. 

"  Haue  here  ))ys  cheyne,  &  do  ]>y  wyll^, 

"  WheJ?er  ]>at  ^e  wil  ^  vs  saue  or  spilie ! 

"  We  ar  payed,  whej?er  pon  wylt ; 
.  *'  We  arn  aknowe  we  haue  agilt.^^* 


as  HengkVs 
SOD,  Octa,  holds 
it. 

8G3G 

Octa  sees 
he  can't  defend 
the  city,  and 
that  he 

8640  ^^  ^^  chance 
of  help, 
so  he  resolves 
to  chance  it, 
and  ask  Au- 
reliue's  mercy. 

8644 


Octa  and  his 
8648  ^^^  come  out 
barefooted, 

and  he,  with  a 
chain  round  his 
neck,  kneel  a  to 
8652  Aurelius,  and 
asks  his  mercy: 
"Our  Gods 
have  failed  us  ; 


8656 


and  we  are 
86  60  o^-ercome. 

You  may  save 
or  kill  us  ; 


8664  ^^  confess  our 
guilt ; 


*"*  J*  many  hrdea  of  his  kt/nd, 
^*  som  in  \>e  cunt  re  my^ht  men 
Jl/nd. 
'  bot  for  to, 

3  tOUtt. 

*  ah  prisons  bare  fote. 


^fuU  myldehj, 

^  MS.  we.    P.  has  J?ow. 

'  ./. 

«  haf 

'  whedir  \>ou  wiU, 

'*'  /  am  ohwwe  J.  haf  I^e  gilt. 
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ARE  OCTA  AND  HIS  SAXONS  TO  LIVE? 


but  if  you  will 
spare  our  lives, 
we*ll  sen-e  you 
till  we  die." 


Aurelius  asks 
counsel  of  his 
lords: 

**  Are  the 
Saxons  to 
live?" 
Bishop 
Eldadus  says, 

"  He  who 
craves  mercy 
should  have  it. 


Brit^Q  has 
many  waste 
places. 

Give  of  these  to 
the  Saxons  to 
till ; 

but  take 
hostages  from 
them. 


"  To  haue  cure  lyues,  ^yf  Jwu  wilt  graunt, 

'*  What  so  jwu  saist,  we  holde  couenaunt' 

"  To  s^rue  [J^e]  -  til  ourc  lyues  ende, 

"  Ne  neuere  more  ageyn  J>e  wende." 

pe  kyng  was  of  ful  gret  pite ; 

He  saide  :  "  lordynges,  what  say  ze  ? 

"  What  conseil  wil  ^e  me  gyue?" 

&  seide,  "rede  ^e  ]Kii  ]>ey  lyue?" 

|^e7ine  spak  J;e  Byschop  Eldadus 

Vnto  J?e  kyng  Aurelius: 
"  Wei  ys  wor)?y,  mercy  to  haue, 
"  pr^t  mekely  mercy  wyl  craue. 
"  Agayn  mercy  who-so  ys  grym, 
"  God  wyl  haue  no  mercy  of*  hym. 
"  To  J?y  me?'cy  J^ey  made  asay, 
**  Mercy  )?ey  sake  haue,  ^yf  J^[y]  *  may. 
'*  ffor  Bretaigne  ys  large  &  long, 
"  &  many  stedes  wast  among, 
"  Deliue7'e  )?eym  lond  ^r  }?ay  ^  se  skil, 
"  Let  )?em  trauaille  ]?er-on  to  tyl. 
'*  Bot  y  rede,  hostages  ze  take ; 
"  Sykemesse  J?ey  schul®  ^ow  make, 
*'  In  alle  se^niise  to  be  trewe; 
"  &  tour  mercy  schal  hem  be  newe. 


8668 


CleafSS.] 

8672 


8676 


8680 


8684 


8688 


The  fblk  of 
Gibeon 
wronged  the 
Jews, 

and  then  a»ked 
mercy  for  it 


f  Ezemplum  Byblie. 

In  )?e  bible  ensaraple  bygan: 

pe  folk  of  Gabaot,  )?at  wy}?  wrong  wan 

Of  )?e  lewes,  &  syj?en  hit  les ; 

At  )>e  lewes  J?ey  bysoughte  pes,  8692 

Of  fer  wrong  bysoughte^  mercy. 


1  sais  we  hold  conant, 

3  god  hat  not  mercy  on,    [leaf  62.] 


^sait. 
'  asked. 
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"  &  )?ey  graunted  hem  al  redy, 
■  "  83.11  J?ey  bad  mercy  &  pyte, 
"  Wirse  |>an  j?ey,  schul  nought  do  we,^ 
.  "  At  )>e  lewes,  ensample  nymes, 
*'  Graunt  he??^  mercy,  lyf  &  lymes." 
pe  kyng  graunted  pern  J^aune  his  pes 
As  )7e  bischop  Eldade  ches. 
Bysyde  Section d  he  gaf  hem  londes ; 
J>ey  tylede,  &  were  grete  husebondes ;  '^ 
Er  }>ey  wente^  ]>ey  geue  hostage,'* 
Children  of  J^eyres,  of  best  lynage. '^ 
ffiftene  dayes  his  court  gan  ly, 
pe?i  dide  he  somone  al  |?e  clergy, — 
&  gaf  }?em  landes,  rentes,  &;  fees,^ — 
Bischopes,  abbotes,  of  J?e  contres.* 
Schirreues,  baillifs,  he  sente*^  ay- whore, 
His  rentes  to  gadere  &  to  restore  ; 
Masons,  whrightes,  kyrkes  dide  make, 
pat  )?e  Payens  dide  doun  schake  ; 
pat  fordon  were  j^orow  Hengist, 
Were  wrought  a-geyn  to  se7'ue  Crist. 
fFro  ];enne'  to  Londone  euene  he  went: 
pe  toun  he  fond  peyred  &  schent; 
Kyrkes,  houses,  were  beten  doun  ; 
To  ]?e  kyng  )?ey  niente  hem  of  )>e  toun, 
pat  many  of  pe  beste  burgeys 
Were  fled,  eue^y  man  his  weys.® 
He  bigged  eft  )?at  er  was  playn, — 
Clerkes,  burgeys,  dide  come  agayn, — 
&  gaf  ilkon  ageyn  )?er  estre. 
SyJ?en  he  wente®  to  Wyncestre, 
&  bygged  kirkes  &  houses^**  )?ere, 


The  Jews 
granted  it ;     , 

8696  and  you  most 
not  be  worse 
than  Jews." 

Aurelius  for- 

o7UU  Saxons, 

settles  them  on 
the  Scotch 
border, 
but  takes 
8704  Postages  of 
them. 

Aurelius  then 
endows  the 

c.^^^  clergy. 

8708 

Bends  bailiffs  to 
collect  bis  rents, 

makes  masons 
071  9  rebuild 
o  I  1  -6  churches, 


and  then  goes 
8716  ***  London, 


8720 

which  he  re- 
pairs. 

8724  He  does  the 
same  at 
Winchester, 


1  suid  we  not  be, 

2  (fode  hosbondes* 
'  he  ioke  ostages, 

*  childere  of^r  best  hjnages. 
V,  transposes  these  lines. 


^setL 

7>lM.     Cleaf62,col.2.3 
^  §•  ilk  man  yede  his  weis. 
»  tvjtned, 

1^  MS.  housed,    P.  houses. 
U 
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AURELUTS  SENDS  FOR  MERLIN. 


and  then  goes 
to  Ambresbory, 


where  he  wishes 
to  build  an 
everlasting 
memorial  over 
the  Britons* 
graves. 


Als  he  had  don  elles  where. 
Sy)?en  he  ^ede  to  Salesbury, 
&  til  f  e  abbey  of  Aumbresbury  ; 
&  til  ]Kii  stede  he  tok  his  waye^ 
pere  Hengist  dide  fe  Bretons  deye. 
peyr  buryels  he  jK)ughte  for  to  honure 
Wy)?  som  ]?yng  ^ai  ay  myght  dure, 
.  &  ffiyj^e  ]?e  ^  stede  }er  ]?ey  lay, 
.  pat  hit  myght  laste  til  Domesday. 
.  He  dide  masons  diuise  a  cast 
.  What  werk  myghte  lengest  last. 


8728 


ITf.88, 001.2.] 
8732 


8736 


Archbishop 
Tremore 

advises  Aure- 
lios 

to  send  for 
Merlin, 


and  do  what 
he  says. 


jf  Be  consilio  Tremorii  'Efiscopi. 

TiryJ;  'pe  kyng  a  clerk  was  J?ore, 
*'    His  name'  was  sire  Tremore, 
Was  Erchebischop  of  Kerlyon ; 
He  seyde  the  kyng  a  god  *  reson : 
"  ^yf  he  wolde  make  a  werk  fyn,*^ 
"  Do  send  ^our  sonde  after  Merlyn. 
"  To  make  Jiis  werk,  may  no  man 
"  Gyue  swylk  conseil  aJs  he  can; 
"  He  can  )?e  telle  what  schal  bityde : 
"  After  hym,  y  rede,  ^our  werk  abyde." 


8740 


8744 


The  king 
agrees, 


and  his  mes- 
senger finds 
Merlin  at  the 


jf  Bex  mysit  hie  pro  Merlyno. 

pen  seyde  J?e  kjmg,  **  hit  scholde  so  be ; 

"  Mikel  y  desire  Merlyn  to  se ;  8748 

*'  Of  his  wysdam  woldy  here, 

"  He  telle)?  wondres®  on  many  manere/' 

At  a  Welles^  fer  in  Walys — 

'  Baynes'  hit  highte  by  olde  tales—  8752 


1  ?  MS.  a  altered  to  e,  or  first  e 
to  a, 
^friihe  )>at    (Jrithe,  preserve.) 
MS.  mame,     *  he  did  pe  king  in. 


^ifhe  wild  mah  a  werk  offyne, 
^  9Ctts  setcauAes. 

7  weff.    (a  Labenes,  mie  fontaine, 
Wace,  I  8217.) 
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well  of  Baynes 
in  Wales. 


pe  messeger  ]fen  Merlyn  fond: 

"  Cum,  spek  wy}?  J?e  kyng !  he  sent  his  sond.*' 

When  he  com  byfore  J^e  kyng,  Merlin  comes. 

He  made  ioye  for  his  comyng,  8756  makL  much 

&  homn'ed  hym,  for  he  was  wys,  of  him, 

&  cherisched  him  ouer  alle  o)?ere  of  p?*is; 

He  praaied  hym  wel  wy|?  louely  ^  speche,  and  begs  him  to 

What  scholde  by  tide,  he  wolde  hym  teche.  8760  ^^l  happen. 

jf  "  Syre  kyng,"  he  seyde,^  "  certes  nay,  Respo/^cio  Merlin  says, 

*'  To  opene  my  mou}>  y  ne  dar  ne  may,    Merlyny.   "  ^  ^^^  ^^^ 

"  Bot  hit  [be]  a  byhouely  ^  J^yng  at  nede,  except  in  case 

.  «  pat  were  warnyng  or  tokene  of  dede,        8764''^'^^^°*^^' 
"  &  lit  wy]?  gret  lownesse  of  hert,  and  with  low- 

,  **  pat  pruyde  turne  hit  nought  oue>iihwert.  ^^^^  ^    ^     * 

"  ffor  2y f  y  spak  )>orow  pride  or  host,  for  if  I  were 

"  Oper  for  scorn,  ageyn  my  gost,  8768  ^«.^P^^^  ^'^*>^ 

'*  pat  ilke  gost  )?at  in  me  wones, 

**  pat  al  me  kennes  &  al  me  raones, 

*'  Out  of  my  mou)?  hit  wolde  hym  drawe, 

"  Of  my  coTinyng  reue  me  my  savve,  8772 

"  pat  namore  myght  y  ^en  spek  wyj?  mou)? 

"  pan  an  o^er  ]>at  nought  ne  cou)?. 

"  per-fore  of  swyilk  p?'iuete  Therefore,  Au 

-  1  ,    ,  1     J    1    I    T  .J    -I  r»PT*-/i  relius,  think 

"  penk  nought  per-on,  but  let  hit  be.  87/0  not  of  such 

"  penk  on  )>at  why  J;ou  me  soughtest;*  secrets, 

"  Bryng  J?at  til  ende  whi  J;ou  me  broughtest ;     what  you  sent 


the  spirit  in  me 
that  teaches  me 
everything, 
would  leave 
rae. 


**  tyf  yon  wilt  make  a  werk  stedefast, 
"  pat  fair  wyl  be,  &  euei'e  to  last, 
'*  Sent  for  ]?o^  stones,  ]>ere  ]?ey  stande, 
"  pat  )?e  Geaunt^  broughte  til  Irlande. 
"  Rounde  aboute,  pen  ar  ]?ey  set ; 
''  Out  of  Aufryke  were  )?ey  fet ; 
"  Ilkon  on  o]fer  ys  set  vpright, 


for  nie  for. 
^        Ifyouwantto 

8  /  80  set  up  an  ever- 
lasting work 
here, 

send  for  the 
stones  that  the 
Giants  brought 

8784  to  Ireland  from 
Africa." 


'  fuU  louaad.     [leaf  52,  back,] 

2  said  Merlyn, 

^  hot  if  it  be  a  l/ehoueiy. 


*  soukles  ,  .  .  brouhtes, 

*  send  for  ^e. 
''  Geantz, 

u  2 
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Aorelius 
laughs,  and 
says, 
"  That's 
strange  I 
Why,  the  stones 
are  so  heavy 
that  no  one  can 
move  'em,  and 
are  so  &r  off  I 
Who's  to  bring 
'cm  here  ?  " 


"  No  man  in  erpe  haj?  no  myght 
"  flPbr  to  take  doun  a  ston; 
.  "  Ne  sette  )7eym  eft  ys  )>er  non."  8788 

pen  seyde  J?e  kyng,  &  on  hym  low  :  ^  Dcaf38,bknCoi.i.] 
"  Sertes,  ^at  were  selcou^  ynow  ^ 
"  pat  )?o  stones  ]>at  )?ou  of  seys, 
"  At  so  heuy,  &  of  swylk  peys,  8792 

"  pat  non  ha)?  force  ne  fuysoun 
"  To  remue  ^em  vp  ne  doun, 
"  &  ar  so  fer  ouer  )?e  se ! 
*•'  Who  myghte  J?em  fanne  brynge  to  me  ?"     8796 


Merlm  answers. 


"What 
strength  can't 
do, 

sleight  and 
knowledge  can. 

Sleight  can 
bring  the  stones 
to  Britain, 
while  strength 
can't  move  'em 
their  own 
length. 


f  Fradenda  snp^rat  omne  Bobnr. 

pen  seide  Merlyn  vnto  J?e  kynge, 

"  Queyntise  ouer-come)?  alle  )?ynge. 

"  Streng)?e  ys  god  wy^ '  trauaillc ; 

"  per  8treng|?e  ne  may,  sleyght  wil  availle ;     8800 

"  Sleyght  &  connyng  do)?  many  a  chare,* 

"  Bygynne)?  pyng  )?at  8treng)?e  ne  dar; 

"  Wyf  sleyght  myght  yon  )?e  stones  wynne, 

"  &  in  Bretaigne  set  )?em  inne,  8804 

"  per  )?ou  ne  schalt  wy)?  no  strengthe 

"  Remewe  hem  a  stones  lengthe. 


«  Giants  first 
brought  these 
stones  from 
Africa  to  Ire- 
land, 


jT  Eze  virtoB  de  StonhengeB. 

Tn  Aufrik  were  )?ey  compassed  &  wrought ; 

-*■  **  Qeauntz  til  Irland  ]ienneB  hem^  brought, 

&  sette  )?em  on  an  hU  ful  hey  8809 

Wi)?  engyns  fill  queyntely. 

flirst  when  J?ey  ware  compassed  newe, 

pey  dide  gret  god  to  "pern.  j?at  knewe;       8812 


2  it  were  pan  greteferfy  how. 
*  vnto.    (leaf  08,  back,  coL  2.] 


*  Engins  et  ars  font  mainte  cose, 
Wace,  I  386, 1.  8265. 
^Jro  pipen  pam. 
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"  )>o  )?at  were  seke,  or  had  laught  ^  skaj^es, 
"  Waschc "  )?e  stones,  did  hit  in  ba]7es ; 
"  pat  felde  hem  greued  of  grette^^e^  J^yngcs, 
*'  Wasched  pem"^  of  ]>e  selue  waschinges,       8816 
"  &  warysched  ^  wel  of  al  per*  pyne ; 
"  Had  ]?ey  non  o};er  medycine." 
jf  When  );e  kyng  herde  of  ]>er  vertu, 
pat  J?ey  myght  falle  )?e  folk  to  prw,  8820 

He  had  longyng  for  J?em  to  go, — 
&  of  J?at  wyl  wer  o};er  mo, — 
pe  stones  to  Bretaigne  for  to  brynge, 
pat  Merlyn  made  of  serraonynge.  8824! 

pey  chosen*^  Vter,  )?e  kynges  bro)?ej*, 
pe  kyng  ofred  liym  self  J?at  o}>er ; 
Of  folk  J?ey  ladde  fyftene  j^ousand, 
Agayn  \fe  Irische  ^  for  to  stand  ;  8828 

Wy)>  J?e7n  wente  daunz  Merlyn, 
ffor  )?o  stones  to  make  engyn. 
When  Yter  wy)>  his  folk  was  2 are, 
To  sehip  ];ey  went,  ouo*  se  to  fai-e,  8832 

.  &  aryued  vpon  J?at  cost, 
pe  Irisch  ^  kyng  gadered  his  host ; 
Ageyn  |?e  Bretons  J?ey  cam  right  jerne, 
pe  lond  ^yf  pey  myghte  }?em  werne.  8836 

pe  Irisch  kyng  J^at  regned  J^ar, 
His  name  was  sire  Gwylomar ; 
When  he  wystc  why  J?at  he  cam,** 
&  so  fer  viage  for  stones  nam,  8840 

He  scorned  pern  on  his  langage,® 
'  So  fer  for  stones  to  make  passage,® 

*  Oue^'  se  til  an  o^er  lond, 

*  ffor  pey  no  stones  hender^*^  fond;'  884-4? 


and  sick  men 
were  cured  by 
water  that  had 
washed  the 
Btones." 


Aorelius  then 


longs  to  send 

and  fetch  the 
stones  to 
Britain. 
So  Uther  is 
wnty 

with  15,000 
men, 

and  Merlin, 


in  ships  to 
Ireland. 

Ther  Irish  king 


Gwylomar 


scorns  them  for 
coming  over  to 
fetch  stones, 
as  if  they'd  got 
none  in  their 
own  land. 


^  ^  lauhL 

2  wesch, 

'^felt  \>am  greued  ofgrete, 

^  bathed  J>am, 

^  hded. 


®  ches, 

7  Iris  (but  Irisch  I.  8837). 
^  whi  fei  ham.  [leaf  53.] 
"  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 
1"  we  stones  hmder. 
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THE  BRITONS  OVERCOME  THE  HUSH. 


'But  they  shall 
buy  the  stones 
here  dear.' 


At  last  the 
hosts  meet. 


and  the  Britons 
soon  win. 
The  Irish 


flee,  and      • 
hide  in  holes. 


Merlin  takes 
the  Britons  to 
see  the  stones 
on  the  hill 
Kylomare. 


.  &  seyde,  "  J^e  stones  'pey  schold  haue  here,  ^^21" 
.  "  pey  schul  by  hem  first  ful  dere ; 

"  fibr  ^yf  we  may,  J^y  schul  nought  spede, 

'^  pe  stones  out  of  my  land  to  lede."  8848 

.  He  scorned  &  seyde,  "hit  schal  be  nought, 
.  "  pey  schul. faille  fat  J>ey  haue  sought" 

pys  kyng  byhig[h]t  hem  foul  despit,^ 

Bot  wykke  J?ey  were  to  desconfyt.^  8852 

So  longe  he  manased  &  J?ret, 

Atte  laste  to-gydere  J?ey  met. 

At  J>eyT  metyng,  hit  was  nought  lyte 

When  ]fey  g07ine  to-gyder  smyte.  8856 

.  fful  wel  foughte  boJ?e  partys, 
.  Bot  J?e  Bretons  wan  sone  J?e  p^'is ; 

pe  Irische*  couJ>e  nought  so  wel  feight, 

Ne  of  armure  'pey  hadde  no  sleight,  8860 

.  Ne  per-of  were  so  wel  bone, 

per-fore  pe  Irische  ^  fledde  ful  sone ; 

flfro  stede  to  stede  J?ey  fledde  to  sculk, 
.  On  he)?  &  hilles  to  hyde  in  «  hulk.  8864 

When  Bretons  hadde  don  ]?at  chace, 

&  rested  )?eym  a  gret[e]*  space, 

Merlyn  had  pern  alle  at  ones 

To  pe  hil  to  se  pe  stones.—  8868 

Kylomare  highte  pe  hyl 

per  pe  geauntz  broughte  pent  tyL — 


They  look  at 
the  circle  of 
stones. 


JT  De  asportacio^ee  lapidum  de  Stonheiiges,  de 
Hyb^mia  in  Bryisinniam. 

uys  Breto^is  aboute  renged  pe  feld, 
pe  Carole  of  pe  stones  byhe[l]d.* 
flftil  often  ^ede  J?ey*^  aboute, 
,  Byhelde  wyj^ynne  &  eke  ^  wy)70ute ; 


8872 


^  p.  leaves  out  these  lines. 

3  oh  lui  hilles  to  hide  ^.     {hulk, 
cubile,  tugurium,  hovel,  sty.) 


*  long.  *  beheld, 

®  many  tyme  yede  JHim. 
7  within  biheld. 
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8876 


8880 


8884 


8888 


Alle  )?ey  seyde,  so  seyde  J?e  kyng, 

*  pey  sey^  neuere  so  selcouj?  )?yng.' 

How  "J^y  were  reysed  J?ey  had  wonder, 

&  how  yey  scholde  be  brought  a-sonder.* 

Merljm  seyde,  "now  makej?  assay 

**  To  potte  }?e  stones,  ^yf  Jwt  *  ^e  may ; 

**  &  wy)?  force  fonde]?  J?em  to  bere: 
.  **  per  force  ys  mykel,  lesse  wyl  J^em*  dere. 
.  pe  host  atones  to  fe  hil  J?ey  went, 

&  ilk  man  tok  j>at  he  myght  hent, 
.  Ropes  to  drawe,  tres  to  potte,* 

pey  schouued,  \fey  J^riste,  )7ey  stode  o  strot,^ 

On  ilka  side,  byhynde,  by-fom ; 

Al  for  nought;  ^er  trauidl  was  lorn. 

When  J;ey  ofte  hadde  ^  put  &  jnyst, 

&  ilk  man  do  what  hym  do  lyst, 
.  &  left  ^er  pottyng  ®  many  on, 

^it  stirede  J^ey  nought  ye  leste  ston.  8892 

Bot  Merlyn  wiste  hit  scholde  nought  vaille  : 
.  Streng|?e  of  body  ne  myght  nout  vaille. 

He  bad  hem  alle  drawe  ]?em  o  drey; 

"  porow  streng}?e  come  ^e  neuere  J^m  ney."8896 

Al  stille®  he  stod,  sy|?en  hym  by  went, 

&  spak,  but  non  wist  what  he  ment; 

His  lippes  J^ey  seye  stire  vp  &  doun, 

Bot  non  herde  his  coniurysoun.  8900 

When  he  had  gon  alle  aboute, 
.  Wy)?ynne  'pe  carole,  &  wyJ?oute, 

&  seide  his  co^iiurisouns, 

Ageyn  he  calde  al  )?e  Bretouns,  8904 

And  seyde,  "now  may  ^e  lyghtly  bere        Deafw.] 


and  say  they 
ne^er  saw  such 
a  strange  thing. 


Merlyn  bids 
them  try  and 
posh  the  stones 
down. 


The  Britons 


get  ropes  to 

poll,  trees  to 

push. 

They  shove  and 

thrust. 

All  no  good  ! 

Push  as  they 

will, 


no  stone  stirs. 
Merlin  tells 


them  to  stand 
aside. 


He  speaks; 

they  see  his  lips 
more,  but  do 
not  hear  his 
coi\jurings. 


Then  he  tells 
the  Britons 
they  can  easily 


^  sauh, 

3  The  Fetyt  MS.  adds,— 

wUh  \ffU  worde  ^ei  )>am  rescued. 

^et  ne  wist  how  pei  suld  remued. 
^  putte  \>is  stones  doun  if. 
*  U  lesse  wiit.     [leaf  53,  col.  2.] 


*  put  (push). 

*  o  strut. 

7  aUpe  had. 

*  puttyng. 
9  a  litiU. 
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carry  the 
Btones  to  their 
shipfi. 


They  do  so, 


and  carry  them 
to  Ambresbury, 

on  Whitsunday. 
Anrelius  sum- 
nions  all  his 
bishops  and 
nobles ; 

is  crowned ; 


and  ^ves  St. 
Dubrice  the 
see  of  Eaerlyon, 
andStSaonson 
the  see  of  Yorii. 


Merlin  sets  the 
stones  as  they 
were  before,  in 
Ireland; 

and  within  their 
circle  are 
buried  the 
bones  of  the 
lords  whom 
Hengist  slew 
(p.  277). 


8908 


"  )7e  stones  to  schip  wy)H)uten  dere. 

."  GoJ?  now  sJle,  &  spede)?  ^ow, 

"  ffor  ^e  schal  welde  J^em  wel  ynow." 

Ak  Merlyn  J^em  taughte  &  seyd, 

In^  to  )7e  schypes  J?em  lyghtly  leyd; 
.  pen  had  'pey  woT^ne  pat  *  fer  had  sought. 
.  To  l>e  playne  of  Salesbury  )?em  brought,       8912 

Of  Aumbresbyri  bysyde  an  abbay, 

&  hit  was  atte  Whitemonday.* 

pen  dide  J^e  kyng  make  somons 

Of  bischopes,  erles,  &  barons, 

&  oJ>er  lordes  of  J^e  nobleste,* 

&  dide  hym  coroune  at  ]^t  feste. 

pre  dayes  laste  pe  feste  fode;*^ 

pe  fetpe  day  he  gaf  ®  gyftes  gode — 

Croces  [riche]  to  clerkes  of  pris, 

To  seint  Saunsom^  &  seint  Dubris. 

Seint  Dubrice  he  gaf  Kaerlyon, 

^ork  he  gaf  to  seint  Saunson ;  ^ 
•  Pys  S^f  he  at  his  coronement, 
.  &  many  mo,  |?orow®  comun  asseni 
.  Byfore  'pe  lordes  pat  come  J^yder, 

Merlyn  sette  J^e  stones  to-gyder; 

Als  J^ey  were  or,  in  )?at  certeyn. 

So  staTide  J?ey  now  vpon  pe  pleyn. 
.  WyJ?ynne  pe  compas  of  pe  stones 
.  Ar  byried  alle  )k)  lordes  bones 
.  pat  Hengist  atte  Pctrlement  slow ; 
.  Here  byforn  ye  herde  wel  how. 


8916 


8920 


8924 


8928 


8932 


>  MS.  Im. 
^  won  pet, 

'  jr  toas  at  pe  whiUonenday.     (a 
Pentecoste,  Wace,  i.  391, 1.  8370.) 


*Jblk  of  noble  yeste. 

*  sat  pe  feste  of  f ode. 

•  oh  pefertk  day  gaf  he. 

7  Sampson.  ^  bi. 
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jf  Be  FascencyOy  filio  ffortygemy. 

Af  ffortyger,  J?at  J^e  kyng  had  brent, 

Was  left  a  sone  ^ai  highte  Passent.        8936 
ffor  drede  of  Aurdius  &  of  Vter, 
Vntil  Alemayne  he  fledde  fer, 
&  pwrchaeed  hym  folk  on  }?e  se, 
&  aryued  vp  y  JTe  northe  centre,  89-iO 

Tounes  stniyed,  centres  wasted, 
pe  kyng  herd  seye,  &  sone  hym^  hasted. 
When  Pascence  herde  )?at  J>e  kyng  cam, 
Ageyn  to  }?e  se  J?e  wey  he  nam;  8944! 

per  he  cam  fro,  durst  he  nought  wende, 
Vpon  Irland  his  flute  *  gan  lende ; 
He  spak  so  wyj>  J?e  kyng  of  Jwt  land, 
pat  he  was  his  wel  willand  8948 

Vpon  Bretaigne  a  route  to  renge, 
&;  on  )>e  Bretons  for  to  venge. 
Passent  calanged'  his  fader  wones, 
pe  kyng  for  robbery e  of  fe  stones  ;  8952 

TruJ>e  to-gydere  bofe  ^ey  plyght. 
To  take  vengaunce  at  )?er  myght. 
WyJ?  al  fe  force  )?ei  myght  gete. 
In  Walsche  lond*  aryued  }?er  flete.  8956 

pey  spirde  aboute  in  ilka  contre ; 
Meneue  )?ey  tok,  was  a*  cite; 
Meneue  ys  langage  on  Bretoun, 
&  now  hit  hatte  Seint  Dauy  toun.  8960 

In  'pat  tyme  j^at  pey  cam  J?us, 
Syk  lay  oure  kyng  Aurelius 
At  Wynchestre  man!  a  day;  [leafso.ooi.s.] 

Longe  bedrede  per  he  lay,  8964 


Vortiger*8  son 
Pascent, 


who  had  fled 
to  Germany, 
and  raised  men 
at  sea, 

hinds  in  North 
Britain,  and 
wastes  it ;  but 
hearing  that 
Aurelius  is 
after  him, 

he  sails 

to  Ireland,  and 
persuades  its 
king 

to  join  him 
in  invading 
Britain. 


They  land 
in  Wales, 

take  Meneue, 


now  St.  David's 
(see  p.  110, 
1.  3097). 
Aurelius  lies 
sick  at  Win- 
chester, 


^flete. 

3  chalanged. 


*  ^  in  wales, 

*  take  |>a^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


314 


UTHER  IS  SENT  AGAINST  PASCENT. 


and  bears  that 
Pascent  and 
the  Irish 
king  are  in 
Wales. 


He  sends 
Uther  against 
them,  as  he 
cannot  go 
himself; 


but  a  long 
time  goes 
by  before 
Uther  gets  all 
his  host  into 
Wales. 


pat  he  ne  myghte  neyj^er  couere  ne  deye, 
.  Bot  ener^  more  languisched  on^  weye. 

As  he  lay  sek,  bode  hym  was  sent 

pat  ffortigeres  sone,  sire  Passent,  8968 

In  Walys  was,  &  J?e  Irische*  kjmg, 
,  On  hym  to  make  a  chalangyng ; 

He  chalanged  hym  of  robbery, 

&  sire  Pascent*  of  felony.  8972 

pe  kyng  seide,  "  Vter  for  me  schal  go, 

"  ffor  y  ne  may,  me  ys  ful  wo/' 

Sire  Vter  seyde,  "  y  am  redy  f 

His  folk  somonde  al  pryuely,  8976 

.  Wy)?  hors  &  armes  redy  to  ryde, 

&  com  til  hym ;  he  scholde  J?em  byde. 

Longe  hit  was  y  ^e  somouns, 

&  J?e  buschyng*^  of  J?e  barouns;®  *  8980 

God  whyle^  hit  was  er  he  J>em  wan 

In-til  Wajys,  ilka  man. 


So  ril  tell  you 
about  Appas, 

an  artful 
Saxon, 

who  pretends 
to  be  a  doctor, 
and  can  speak 
many  tongues. 


jf  Appas  troditor. 

jf  In  al  J7ys  drechyng  als  J>ey  gan  dwelle, 

Of  on  Appas  y  schal  ^ow  telle : 

Appas  he  highte,  &  was  a  Saxon,® 

&  well  couj?e  contreue  a  treson; 

He  flFeyned  hym  to  be  [a]  *  leche, 

&  cou^e  speke  diuerse  speche. 

A  day  to  Pascent  J?is  Appas  spak, — 

Treson  he  jK)ughte,  &  out  hit  brak, — 


8984 


8988 


>  MS.  ouer. 

2  euev  lanffuest  one. 

[leaf  58,  back,  col.  2.] 

3/m. 

*  passent  qfdede, 

^  buskyng     (preparing,     getting 
ready). 


®  P.  adds  these  two  lines,  not  re- 
presented in  Wace*s  text,  ii  3, — 
dred  )(et  were  pe  kyng  suld  die, 
ff  in  to  wales /er  was  pe  wde, 
^  gude  stound. 
^  Appas  was  a  sesson. 
^  fened  Aim  to  be  a. 
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"  Passent/'  seyde  Appas,  "  wel  y  wot, 

"  Bytwixt  }?e  kyng  &  )?e  ys  hatrede'  hot. 

"  What  wiltow  gyue  me,  &  y  schal  go, 

"  pe  kyng  Aurelyus  for  to  slo?" 

Passent  seyde,  "  y  schal  gyue  'pe 

**  A  ]70usand  pound  of  god  mone, 

"  WyJ^y^  fy  word  be  certayn 

"  To  sey  me  when  pon  hast  hym  slayn." 

Appas  seyde  "  wel  y  graunt ; " 

Seide  Passent,  **  y  holde  couenaunt." 

.  Appas  spak  Latyn  parfit, 
&  clad  hym  in  a  monkes  habyt ; 
Als  a  monk  he  dide  hym  schaue, 
Contenaunce  coxipe  he  ful  wel  haue.* 

.  Venyn*  for  salue  wyj?  hym  he  nam, 
Als  a  monk  to  court  he  cam; 
flfor  yueles*^  he  couJ?e  medicine  make, 
pe  kyng  he  seyde  he  wolde  vndertake : 
*  ^yf  he  wolde  do  after®  his  queyntise, 
'  Sone  he  scholde^  do  hym  vp  ryse.' 
He  tasted  his  pous,  saw  his  vryn, 
He  seide  he  knew  his  medycyn.® 


HeaskB 

8992  u  what'll  you 
give  me  to  kill 
Aurelius  ?  " 


8996  **  £1,000." 


9000 


The  bargain  is 
struck. 

Appas,  who 
knows  Latin, 

disguises  him- 
self as  a  monk. 


9004 


goes  to  Aure- 
lius, 

9008  and  undertakes 
to  cure  him. 

He  feels  the 
king's  pulse, 
looks  at  his 
901 2  urine,  and  says 
he  knows  the 
cure  for  him. 


if  Be  Morte  Aurelq  Eegi^  p^  Appas  traditor^m 
Sazon^m. 


pe  kyng  ^emed  his  hele  mykel,® 
He  wende  nought  a  monk  were  fykel ; 
He  dide  hym  in  kepyng  of  ]>q  feloun, 
&  he  gaf  hym  drynke  poysoun. 


Aurelius  puts 


himself  in 
9016  -^PP^'b  hands 


»  hatered, 

3  with  ^i  (with  that,  so  that). 
3  Od  contenance  monial,  Waccy  ii. 
5,1.8465. 
^  Venom,     [leaf  64.] 


^at. 

1  80  he  wild. 

^  A  bit  from  the  Normandy  of 
Wace's  time. 

'  *  Si  com  cascuns  de  vous  vol- 
*  droit,'  adds  Wace,  il  5, 1.  8476. 
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Appas  gives 
him  poison  and 
bids  him  sleep, 
that  the  poison 
may  work. 
Then  Appas 
flees. 

And  Aurelios 
soon  knows 
that  he  most 
die. 

At  Stonehenge 


he  is  boned. 


&  happed  hym  wanne,  &  bad  hjm  slepe, 

ffor  in  his  lymes  hit  schold  al  lepe. 

When  J?ys  Appas  his  nedes  had  sped, 

Al  so  swyJTe  a-wey  he  fled;  9020 

And  sone  after  in  a  }?rowe  [leaf  so.  back,  ooLi.] 

pe  kyng  hit  wiste,  &  men  wel  sowe,' 

pat  he  scholde  al-gate  deye. 

pen  preied  he  men  )?ey  scholde  hym  leye     9024 

At  Stonhenges  in  a  graue, 

His  byriels  for  to  mene  &  sauc. 

On  }?ys  manere  j^e  kyng  was  ded, 

&  beryed  als  after  his  red.  9028 


When  Aurelius 
dies,  men  in 
Wales  see  a 
star  called  a 
Comet,  which 
shows  a  king's 
death. 

From  it  goes  a 
beam 

like  a  dragon, 


with  brands  out 
of  its  mouth, 

1.  stretching 
over  France, 
and  to  Italy, 

2.  over  Ireland, 
this  second 
dividing  into 
seven  branches. 


jf  De  Stella  Cometa  que  apparnit. 

Vter  J7at  tyme  in  Walys  was 

pat  )?e  kyng  was  poysond  wyj?  Appas. 

Als  he  was  ded,  yen  ros  a  sterne 

pat  many  a  man  biheld  ful  leme, 

*  Comete '  ys  cald  in  astronomye, 

Kynges  de)?^  wil  hit  signefye. 

ffro  "pat  cam  a  bem  fill  bryght, 

Onlyke  on,  pat  lemede  lyght; 
.  pe  lemyng  was  boJ?e  red  &  schir, 

Lyke  a  dragon  ]>at  sparkled  fyr ; 
.  Was  'per  neucre  erl  ne*  baroun 
.  pat  pey  ne  lykned  hit  til  a  dragoon. 

Two  brondes  come  out  of  his  mou)? 
.  pat  lightned  Est,  West,  &  *  Sou}? : 

Vpon  flraunce  lygh[t]ned*  pat  on; 

pat  oper  vntil  Moungow  schon ; 

pe  }?ridde,  pat  vntil®  Irland  ^ede, 

In  seuen  braunches  gan  it^  sprede, 


^  knowe. 

2  WCL8  not]>er  trie  no, 
*  est  with  pe. 


9032 


9036 


9040 


90M 


«  lighted. 
*  prid  vnto. 

7  MS.  \>ey.    P.  has    it, 
9096.) 


(see 
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9048 


9052 


9056 


9060 


&  alle  were  J^ey  schynand 
On  ^e  water  &  on  J^e  land, 
pys  ilke  meTiieille  }?at  yus  was  sene, 
Men  wondred  what  hit  wolde*  mene. 
Sire  Vter,  )7e  kynges  brofer, 
Hym  memeilled  more  )7an  anoJ?er ;  ^ 
Merueillyng,  he  was  affrayed ; 
Of  }?at  affray  he  was  nought  payed ; 
He  preyed  Merlyn  ful  specialy 
pe  toknyng  J^e^'-of  to  telle,'  &  why. 
pen  sey  Merlyn  J^at*  sire  Vter 
Sore  sykede,  &  feightit*  fer, 
And  stod  as  he  were  in  dwale, 
No  word  ne  seide,  bot  wax  al  pale. 
When  his  spirit  was  comen  ageyn, 
,  &  )70ughte,  *  Jwt  may  nought  helpe,  ys  veyn/ 
Seid  Merlyn,  "  Sorewe  ®  may  }?ey  mone, 
"  Alle  }?at  now  in  Bretaigne  wone  !  9064 

"  Lore  J>ey  haue  }?er  noble  kyng 
"  pat  brought  hem  of  Saxons^  encombiynge, 
"  Out  of  'pe  false  Payens  ^  handes, 
"  pat  manion  broughte  in  *  bitter  bandes  ! " 
When  Vter  herde  his  broj^er  was  ded, 
He  bycom  as  heuy  as  led  : 
"  Alas  I "  he  seide,  "  now  ha}?  Bretaygne 
Loren  J?er  noble  cheuentayne !  "  ^® 
He  syked"  for  sorewe,  deol  was  to  se. 
pen  seyde  Merlyn,  "  Vter,  let  be, 
"  per  no  bote  ys  ouer  sore  ne  sorewe ! 
"  Py  lyf  ^^y  ^o  man  bye  ne  borewe ;         9076 


Men  wonder 
what  this  comet 
means ; 
and  Uther  is 


afraid  and  ill  at 
ease. 

He  asks  Merlin 
about  it. 


Merlin  sighs, 
and  at  first  says 
nothing,  but 
turns  j^e. 

Then  his  spirit 
comes  again, 

and  he  tells 
Uther  that 

Aurelius  is 
dead. 


9068 


Uther  tnms  as 
heavy  as  lead, 

laments,  and 


9072 


sighs  sorely. 
Merlin  tells  him 

No^a. 

"  sorrowing 
is  no  good, 


^mot.     Deaf  64,  col.  2.] 
'  any  o]>er ;  and  leaves  out  the  next 
two  lines. 
'  to  telle  him  whzt  it  ment. 

*  Merlyn  sauh  it  toith  «ir  vter, 

*  Sore  aighyng  he/ecched  it» 
^  fheiu  he  $aid  $ore. 


7  yam  of, 

^  ^e  paiene  seasons, 

^to. 


1^  lorn  hym  l>tU  was  a  noble  chef" 


tayn 
n 
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MERLIN   INTERPRETS  THE  COMET. 


attack  your  foes 
at  once. 

You*ll  win  the 
battle, 

and  then  be 
crowned  king. 


8« 


Of  dej?  may  non  J^e  ^  bale  bete, 

pe  sorewe  nedly  byhouej?  men*  lete; 

Bot  haste  )?e  swyj^e  on  \fjn  enerais ! 

Of  )?e  bataille  }?ou  getest  pe  prys,  9080 

To  morewen  schul  )7ey  bo}?e  be  schent,  '^^•g!^'^*' 

&  al  J^er  folk  boj?  sleyn  &  hent.* 

Sy)?en  schaltow  j^  coroune  take, 

pe  pes  to  menteyne  &  to  make.  9084 


"The  comet  be- 
tokened Aure- 
lins's  death  ; 
the  dragon 
yoorself, 

the  first  brand 


your  futare  son 
(Arthur), 

whom  France 
and  Italy  shall 
obey; 
the  second 
brand  with 
seven  branches, 
your  daughter, 
who  shall 
marry  the  king 
of  Scotland, 
and  have  seven 
sons,  all  kings.** 
Uther 


next  morning 


(T  De  int^rpretacicme  Gomete  p^r  Merlynum. 

.  "  ue  sterne  J>at  J^ou  seye  *  so  red, 

.  "       Bytokne}?  euere  }?e  kynges  ded. 
"  pe  dragon,  pat  semej?*  so  hey, 
"  py  self  hit  menes,  fat  ys  so  hardy ;  9088 

"  pe  brond  )?at  schyned  out  of  his  mou)?, 

.  "  pat  spreden  ®  bo}?e  Est  &  South, 
"  pat  ys,  of  ]7e  schal^  come  a  sone 
"  Doughty  of  dede,  many  on  schal  mone ;   9092 
"  Alle  tfraunce  ]fen  schal  ^  hym  loute, 
*^  Vntil  Mongow  men  schal'  hym  doute. 
"  pat  oper,  ]>at  schon  West  so  euen, 
"  Toward  pe  NorJ?  hit  sprcdde  in  seuen,       9096 
"  A  doughter  hit  ys,  y  vnderstande, 
"  pat  maried  schal  ^  be  bysyde  Scotlande; 
"  Hure  eyres  bymene  po^  seuen  brondes, 
"  pat  schullen'  welde  sJle  )h)  londes."  9100 

jf  Syre  Vter  listned  ilka  del 
How  Mcrlyn  conforted  hym  wel ; 
He  bad  his  host  reste  al  pat  nyght, 
On  mom  erlik®  to  bataille  J;em  dight.  9104? 


^  dede  may  non  no. 
^  sorow  bos  men  nedes, 
^^ofpe  Iris  kyng  ^  passent 
to   mome   salt   pei    hope    be 
schent. 


*  P.  inserts^ottMaiiJ. 

^  spredes, 

7  sa&, 

^  mens  pe.        Oaf  66»  baok.] 

^arefy. 
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UTHER  DEFEATS  PASCENT  AND  GWTLOMAR. 
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pe  Irische^  wyste  whan  pey  schold  come, 
&  made  hem  redy  alle  &  some;* 
Sfcalworthly  to-geder  J>ey  fought, 

Bot  ye  Irische'^  sone  were  brought  to  nought,^  9108 

ffor  pe  Irischc^  kyng  &  Passent 

Were  slayn,  &  per  host  al  to-schent ;  * 

&  J?o  J?at  wy)?  pe  lyf  ascaped,^ 

To  per  schipes  faste  pern  raped.  9112 

Of  )70  pat  fledden**  to  pe  se, 

pat  was  ouer- taken,  slayn  was  he. 

Whe[n]  al  were  slayn  j^ey  myghte  hent,^ 

To  Wynchestre  sire  Yier  went.  9116 

I  pe  weye  he  mette  a  messeger, 

pat  teldyt  al  to®  sire  Vter 

What  mane  re  pat  pe  k3mg  deyd, 

&  byryed  [was]^  per  (als  he  seyd)  9120 

At  Stonhenges  so  louely,^** 

Wy}?  pe  byschopes  &  al  pe  clergy. 

As  Vte)*  com  rydyng^^  y  pe  stret, 

pe  folk  on  hym  sore  gon^^  gret,  9124 

&  seyde,  "  sire,  haue  mercy  on  vs  I 

"  Ded  ys  |?y  broj^e?'  Aurelyus 

"  pat  mayntende  vs  in  al  his  myght ; 

"  Tak  pou  pe  coroune,  hit  ys  )?y  right,  9128 

"  &  be  our  heued,  for  we  hit  ^ern, 

*'  &  fend  vs  from  our  enemys  fern." 


attacks  the 

Irish  and 

defeats  them, 
and  kills  Pas- 
cent  and  the 
Irish  king. 

Only  a  few 
Irish  escape  to 
their  ships. 


Uther  goes 
to  Winchester, 


and  hears  how 
Aurelius  was 
poisoned,  and 
buried  at 
Stonehenge. 


Uther  is  prayed 
by  the  folk 


to  take  tlie 
crown,  and 

defend  them 
from  thdr  foes. 


Wris. 

*  pei  dight  ^am  §*  agayn  J»am  nom. 
^  sone  nouh  ne  douht. 

*  MS.  alio  schent.     P.  alh  schent, 

*  «?i(h  |Je  ii/e  scaped, 

^  ff  I'ci  \Kimfolowed  in. 


'  mot  ouerhenL 

^taldaUtiU, 

^  was, 

*<*  pe  stonhenges  solempty, 

"  ridand, 

*2  gon  sore. 
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320    UTHER  IS  KINO,  AND  HAS  TWO  DRAGON-SIGNS. 


Uther  is 


crowned  at 
Winchester, 


and  has  two 
dragons  made ; 

one  to  be  borne 
before  him  in 
war, 

the  other  hung 
in  St.  Peter's 
church ; 
and  from  this 
cause  he  is 
called  Uther 
Pendragon. 


If  Vter  apml  Wjntoniam  oepit  coronam. 

Qyre  Yier  sey  hit  was  to  do, 
,  ^  ffor  his  heritage  hit  was  of  blod  al  so.    9132 
,  Hys  barons  ]7yder  he  dide  somoune, 

&  made  a  fe-ste,  &  dide  hym  coroune. 

ffor  Merlyn  tolde  }?at  toknyng 

pat  Vter  scholde  be  doughty  kynge, 

&  of  hym  swylk  heyres  schold  be, 

Alosed  )7orow-out  ^  al  Cristiante, 

And  for  J?at  dragon  he  sey  in  syght 

Bytokned  hym  self  kyng  J?orow  right, 

He  dide  make  two  dragons 

By  conseil  of  hys  barouns ; 

pat  on  he  dide  byfore  hym  here, 

&  ilka*  tyme  he  ^ede  to  were; 

pat  oyer  dragon  he  did  wyrk, 

&  heng  hit^  at  seinte  Petres  kirk. 

ffor  J?at  skyl  &  J?at  enchesoun* 

Was  he  cald  Yier  Pendragoun : 

Pen  ys  heued  in  Walsche  langage; 

Dragon  ys  seyd  on  oure  vsage ; 

Pendragon  was  his  to-name 
,  In  all  his  lyue  for  }?at  same. 


9136 


Deaf  40.] 

9140 


9144 


9148 


9152 


Octa,  Hengist's 
son. 


j[  De  Octa,  filio  Hengysty. 

/Acta,  Hengystes  sone  }?at  was, 

^  When  Aureliits  furgaf  ^  his  trespas, 

&  had  hym  gyuen,®  &  his  meyne, 

Londes  y  )?e  nor]?  contre ;  9166 

When  he  wyste  }?at  he  was  ded 


1  named  paurh,  [leaf  H  back,  coL  2.] 
^  at  ilk. 

*  it  hang.    (A  Ti^se  de  TEyes- 
qm^,  Wace/u.  11,1.  8610.) 


*  cheson. 

*  Forgyuen  hrfore. 

^  ^  Pe  kyng  gaf  him. 
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OCTA  INVADES  BRITAIN.      UTHER  FIGHTS  HIM.     321 


pat  J>eym  J^e  lond  furst  ftirbed, 

Of  hym  he  gaf  nought,  J^at  was  newe, 

Til  hym  j70Ughte  he  neuere  be  trewe. 

What  dide  J^is  schrewe,  'pe  false  Octa? 

Conseilled  wy)?  his  cosyn  Ebessa,^ 

Wy}?  aXLe  )?o  of  his  owen  kynde, 

&  oJ?er  Saxons  J?at  pey  myght  fynde ; 

&  fele  of  J?o  wyj?  hem  went 

pat  soaped  atte^  slaughter  of  Fassent; 

pat  fro  Vter  handes*  fled, 

pey  com  til  Octa,  &  he  }?em  led. 

By-^onde  Humber  al  J?e  land 

Octa  tok  vntil  hys  hand, 

Al  til  Scotland  in  lengj^e  &  bred. 

To  ^ork  sy}?en  al  )?ey  ^ed, 

pat  [toun]  for  to  bysege*  &  to  wyn; 

pey  defended  hem  faste  wy)?yn  ;  ^ 

pe  kyng  J^e  sege  wolde  remewe, 

pe  toun  a-geynes  J?eym  rescuwe; 

He  )?oughte  nought  longe  fort*  abyde, 

Bot  gadered  folk  on  ilka  syde. 

When  he  was  comen,  he  abod  nought, 

Bot  on  }?e  Payens  bataiUe  sought; 

&  |?e  Payens  egre  &  stout, 

porow  ye  Bretons  held  J>em  out ; 

Payens  &  Cristen,  many  were  slawen, 

&  many  a  sowle  fro^  body  drawen. 


9160 


pooh-poohs 
Uther, 


consults  with 
Ehessa,  and 

9104  host  of  Sazons. 


9)68 


They  seize  all 
NorUiumbria, 


9172 


and  besieee 
York. 


9176  Uther  collects 


his  folk, 

9180  and  attacks  the 
Pagans, 


9184 


1  Coaa.    (Eossa,  Wace,  ii.  12, 1. 
8640 ;  Eosa,  Oaif,  Mon,  viiL  18.) 
^fro  pe. 
'  in  weles. 


*  pe  toun  for  to  sege. 
^fended  it  tha^  uhu  per-In, 
^  long  to.     [leaf  66.] 
7  Manif  saule  of. 
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322      OCTA  BESIEGES  UTHER  ON  THE  HILL  DAMEK. 


but  is  diiyen 
back 


to  a  hill  called 
Darner. 


There  the 
Pagans 
besiege  them, 
but  cannot 
assaolty  because 
of  the  night 


Uther  is 
anxious  about 
saving  his  men, 


and  asks  Gor- 
lens,  the  Earl 
of  Cornwall, 
for  advice. 


jf  Obsitns  est  Vteros  Sex  sup^r  collem  qui  YOCtAur 
Dam^r;  et  exe  salnati  simt  "per  co^^silium 
Oorleni  Comite^. 

tJd  Bretons  J?at  tyme  rayght  nought  sped  ; 
Bak  yey  tumde,  J?ey  saw  ned ; 

pe  Payens  after  folewed  fast, 

&  many  vn-to  dede  cast. 
.  Whider  to  fle  J^ey  were  al  wyl ;  ^ 

pe  Payens  hem  chased  vntil  an  hyl,' 

'  Darner'*  J?e  hil  so  hight. 

pe  Bretons  tok  hit  J?o  fat  nyght; 

Hey  &  streit,  ful  narow'  to  prykke, 

Aboute  y-busched  wy)?  J?omes*  J?ykke. 

When  )?e  Bretons  ]fe  hil  had  taken, 

WyJ?  sege  pe  Payens  held  J?em  waken, 
.  Bot  hit  was  atte  pe  nyght, 
.  peym  to  saille  J^y  ne  myght ; 

P^y  logged  J?em  stiUe  in  J?e  playn, 

&  )70  Bretons  were  y  J>e  mountayn; 
.  pe  Payens  to  }?er  loggyng  *  gan  lep ; 
.  Wery  J>ey  were,  &  fulle  on  slep. 

pe  kyng  had  of  hym  self  gret  drede, 

&  of  his  folk  )7at  he  schold®  lede, 
.  How  he  scholde  *  a-scape  J^em  fro ; 
.  per  weyes  wer  stopped  'j^er  pey  schold  *  go. 

pe  Erl  of  Comewaille  was  o  \>at  hyl, 

Gtorlens  he  highte,  a  man  of  skyl,  9208 

Wysest  he  held  hym  of  ylkon ; 

To  hym  for  conseil  )?ey  mente  fer  mon, 


9188 


9192 


9196 


Deaf  40,  ooL  2.] 

9200 


9204 


» The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out 
these  lines. 

2  Daniens,  Wace^  ii.  IS,  1.  8675 ; 
Damen,  Golf,  Mon, 


'  hiie  jf  narow  fuft  strtL^te,    (agns 
en  som,  Wace,  ii.  IS,  L  8676.) 
*  busked  mth  hesils, 

^suld. 
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ffor  he  was  man  of  gret  queyntyse/ 

&  nenere  louede  no  cowai'dyse.^ 

He  seide  *'for  conseil  ^e  com  me  to; 

"  Y  schal  ^ow  conseille,  ^yf  ^e  wil  so. 

"  jf  Mercy  to  God,  first  we  schal  cry, 

"  &  mende  vs  of  al  oure  foly, 

"  &  preye  lesu  our  Saueour 

"  To  Bchulde  vs  fro*  mysaucT^tour, 

"  &  gif  vs  grace  &.  powere 

"  Ageins  ]>e  Payens  pat  sege  vs  hew, 

"  pat  vs  often  wo  han  vs*  wrought, 

"  &  hym  for  Lord  ne  knowe  J>ey  nought ; 

"  pat  he  to  day  stonde  vs  by, 

"  On  hys  enemys  to  haue  maystri. 

"  ^yf  he  wyl  helpe,  our  Lord  Ih€«us, 

"  Who  may  ]?a7ine  ageyns  vs?'* 

To  his  conseille  pei  gmunted  alle, 

&  faste  on  lesu  pen  gon  pey  ceUe, 

&  highte  to  make  amendement, 

pat  tyme  to  schape  ^yf  *  he  pern  lent. 

*'  Anne  ^ow,"  he  seyde,*  "pryuely, 

"  &  go  we  stilk,  wy)H)uten  cry ; 

"  pey  am  a®  slepe,  y  am  right  siker; 

**  pey  trauailled  fiaste  to  gyue  vs  byker, 

"  &  wene  nought  we  dur  vs  abate, 

"  ffor  J7ey  desconfit  vs  so  late ; 

"  pey  hope  to  mom  atte  soTine  rysyng 

"  Vs  to  slo,  or^  take  our  kyng. 

"  Anne  vs  swyj^e,  &  go  we  doun,® 

"  Wy)H)ute  any  more  sarmoun  !  "  9240 

JT  pey  armed  penne^  knyght  &  swayn, 


9212 

Gorlens  bids 
the  Britons 
ask  God's 
mercy, 

9216  and  pray  to 
Jesus 


for  strength 

9220  ^^S"^^'^^^^ 
Pagans, 


9224  hiB  enemies. 


The  Britons 

v£,Lo  pray,  and  pro- 
mise amend- 
ment if  they 
escape. 

Gorlens  then 
QQQo  tells  them  to 
^^^^  arm,  and 
attack  the 
sleeping  and 
weary  Pagans. 

9230 


The  Britons 
arm, 


» The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 

'Wace  inyents  this  piece  of 
piety  $  but  puts  it  (ii.  15)  after 
Geoffirey's  and  his  adTice  to  attack 
by  night 


3  V8  cnsten  wo  has. 

*  scape,  if.    Deaf  06,  coL  2.] 

^  vshe  said  now. 


«  MS.  dmau. 


X  2 
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324     UTHER'S  men  SLAUCtBTER  THE  PAGANS. 


come  down  to 
the  sleeping 
ancf  nnarmed 


Pryuely  com  doun  in  to  J?e  playn, 
&  fond  hem  slepyng,^  als  he  sayd; 
Vnarmed,  ilkon  were  yey  leyd. 


9244 


and  slaughter 
them  pitilessly. 


Octaand 
Ebessaare 
taken,  and 
prisoned  in 
London. 
Uther  eoes 
through  North' 
nmberland  and 
Scotland, 

takes  the  un- 
ruly into  his 
own  hands, 
and  establishes 
peace. 


Then  he  returns 

to  London  for 

Easter, 

and  Inds  all  his 

nobles,  bishops, 

and  burgesses, 

with  their 


jf  Ocdsio  Faganore^m. 

.  When  ye  Bretons  were  spred  aboute 
.  In  fer  host,  wyfynne  *  &  wy)?oute, 

pen  was  slaughtere  wy)K)ute  pite; 

Was  non  for  merci  golden  fre ;  9248 

porow  wombe  &  breste  }?e  sperea  bot, 

Hedes^  handes,  fet,  of  smot. 

To  arme  ]7eym  )?ey  nadde  no  space, 

Ne  to  fle  had  )?ey  no  grace;  9252 

^yf  any  fledde  Jwt  fle  myght,' 

pe  merknesse  saued  [hem]  )?at  nyght.' 

Octa  &  Ebessa*  o  lyue  ]^y  tok, 

At  London^  in  prison  he  dide  ]>em  lok.        9256 

jf  When  Jris  Payens  were  desconfit, 

Toward  ^e  nor^  J>ey  went  ful  tyt ; 

Northumberland,  Scotland,  )?orow  J?ey  rod, 

Als  hit  was  fer,  [boj?]  long  &  brod.  9260, 

po  )?at  myghte  no  men*^  iustise, 

Al  he  drow  til  his  seruise; 

Oner  al  he  sette  swylk  pees,    cieaf4o.back.coi.i.] 

Bettere  neuere  no  man  ches.  '   9264 

When  he  was  kyng  kyd  &  couj?. 

He  tok  bis  gate  toward  ]7e  sou]?; 

At  Londone  his  Pasches  he  held, 

Wy)?  erl  &  baron,  &  knyght  of  scheld ;        9268 

Byschopes,  abbotes,  he  dide  somoune, 
.  &  riche  burgeyBes,  &  o}?er  in  ®  toune ; 


^slepand, 

»  MS.  icyjnfnne  jr  tpyjnfnne, 

'The    Petyt    MS.   leaves    out 

these  lines  ;  but  they  are  in  Waoe, 

iL  17, L  8761-8. 


^  cosa, 

'  non  myght  ore»  (La  gent  qui 
estoit  sans  justice,  IFoce,  ii.  17, 1. 
8773.) 

*o/        LlesfSS^biMsk.] 
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OF  utheb's  feast,  and  the  lovely  igerke.  325 


He  dide  comaunde,  vpon  J?er  lyf, 

pat  wedded  men  schold  bryng  JTer'  wyf,      9272 
*&  opere  honeste  of  his  meyne, 
.  Man  or  woman,  wheper  pey  be ; 

Al  he  bad  vntil  his  feste, 

pat  were  worj^y  &  honeste.*  9276 


wires,  to  his 
Feast 


f  De  fiBsto  Vtery  Bsgis. 

When  alle  were  comen  pat  schold  or 
Innes  taken,  ne'  fuIQlde, 

&  at  l^e  kirke  pei'  seruise  seyd, 
.  In  halles  &  hales  hordes  leyd, 

pe  kyng  was  set,  &  serued  of  mees, 

&  at  pat  o)>er  ende  was  a  dees; 

per  set  pQ  barons  of  pris, 

pe  Erl  of  Comewaille  ageyn  his  vys ; 

By  hym  sat  Igerne  his  wyf, 
.  Of  whas  fairhede  was  speche  ryf ; 

In  al  ]^  reome,*  so  fair  was  non, 

Ne  of  swylk  kynde,  bot  scheo  al  on.*^ 

Often  pe  kyng  had  herd  hure  preyse, 

pat  sche  was  fair,  god,  &  curteyse ; 

Mikel  desired  he  hure  to  se. 

When  he  hure  sey,®  more  louede  he; 
,  pe  sight  of  hure  hym  al  to-blast ; '' 

His  herte  on  hure  ageyn  he  cast ; 


wylde, 


When  all  are 
oome,  and  ISabb 
is  said. 


9280 


Uther  is  seated 


and  opposite 
Qooi.  him.  Earl  Gor- 
^^^^  lens  (who 

rescued  him), 
with  his  lovely 
countess  Igerne. 


9288 

Uther  has  often 
wished  to  see 
her, 

9292  and  when  he 
does  so,  the 
sight  of  her 
blows  him  all 
to  pieces. 


>Aif. 

^"^  ff  if  he  wild  his  o)>er  meigne 

]nU  trere  auenant  in  courte  to  se. 

Man   or    woman    )>af   were 
honeste 

aft  he  bed  vnto  hisfeste. 


*  regne, 

*  ne  o/suilk  was  )>er  non, 
'  Atr  sawe, 

7  ait  to  brast. 
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UTHER  LOVES  THE  LOVELY  IGERNE. 


Eating  or 
drinking, 
Igeme  is  always 
in  Uther's  head, 

and  he  can't 

take  his  eyes 

off  her. 

He  sends  her 

presents, 

smiles  at  her, 

and  looks 

loving; 

but  she'll  have 

none  of  him. 


Earl  Gorlens 
sees  Uther's 
little  tricks. 


and  at  once 
starts  npfirom 
the  board, 

takes  his  wife, 
calls  his 
knights,  and 
goes  off 

to  Cornwall. 
But  before  he 
goes, 

Uther  orders 
him  back  again, 


or  hell  be  his 
enemy. 


jf  De  Igerna,  Comitissa  Comubye. 

Whej^er  he  et  or  drank,  spak  ought  or  nought, 

Igerne  was  exxere  in  his  J^ought,  9296 

Ne  cam  sche  neu^re  out  of  his  hert, 

To  hur6  was  his  eye  euere  oucr-thwert. 

By  his  priues  often  [he]  hure^  grette, 

&  his  presentes  byfom  hure  sette,  9300 

Often  hur6  lout,'  &  on  huw  low, 

&  made  semblaunt  of  loue  ynow. 

Hure  contenaunce  was,  &  hxire  semblaunt, 

Sche  nought  ne  seyde,  ne  nought  wold  graunt; 

pe  kyng  of  hur^  nought  vnderstod  9305 

In  contojiaunce  but'  stable  &  god. 

What  for  laughynge  &  oper  tyhtes. 

What  for  presentes  &  oper  delites,*  9308 

pe  Erl  perceyued  &  J^oughte  ful  ^eme 

pe  kyng  louede  his  wyf  Igerne ; 

■&  J^oughte*  no  fey  J?  til  [him]  wold*  here. 

But  he  in  pes  his  wyf  myght  were.  9312 

Vp  'pen  stirt  he  fro  pQ  bor3 — 
.  To  pe  kyng  ne  spak  he  word, — 

His  wyf  by  pe  hand  be  hent, 

&  calde  his  knyghtes,  &  J^e^ines^  went.         9316 

Hastely  per  hors  were  bone, 

&  to  Comewaille  )?ey  come  sone. 
.  Er  he  was  redy  for  ®  to  wende, 

pe  kyng  comaunded,  as  he  was  hende,  9320 

'  pat  he  schold  comen  to  court  a-geyn, 

*  Or  he  dide  vylenye®  til  his  souereyn; 

*  And  ^y f  he  ne  wolde  come  ble)?ely,     Df.  40.  bk,  col  2.] 

*  Waite  hym  wel  as  for^*'  his  enemy/  9324 


'  o/he  hir. 

^  ofl  <m  hir  luke, 

^  ^oughU'BfHmght  hcr 


F.Hepouht, 
Deaf  55«  back,  col.  2.] 


^  jfsU  faith  lie  ne  vnld  him, 

7  pien. 

^  yore  redy, 

•  els  did  he  vilte. 

^^  kepe  him  wele  he  were. 
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pe  kynges  sonde  he  wolde  nought  here. 

He  made  no  force  of  his  preyere. 

When  J?e  kyng  wyste  ^t  he  wold  nought 
,  Come  ageyn,  as  he  bisought, 

He  manased  hym  wy}?  [felle]^  herte, 
.  &  seyde  he  schold  hit  ^  sore  smerte. 
.  flTor  no  '  manace  ne  wolde  he  byde ; 
.  Bot  he  ne  wyste  what  scholde  bytide. 

Two  casteles  he  hadde  in  Comewaille, 

po  he  wamisched  wyj?  vitaille; 

In  )?e  castel  of  Tyntagel 

He  dide  his  wyf  to  kepe  wel ; 

Of  defens  liit  hadde*  gret  los, 

WyJ?  dyk  &  se  hit'  ys  in  clos; 

Who-so  kepes  J?at  Uate]  ®  in  nede, 

In  oyer  stede  dar^  hym  nought  drede; 

per-inne  scheo  was®  ^emed  &  sperd, 

&  he  til  his  o}>er  castel  ferd ; 

pider  he  ledde  his  souders, 
.  To  kepe  'pe  kyng  at  sautes  sers ; 

I  pat  castel  was,  pat  he  to  cam, 

pe  force  of  al  his  erldam. 


9328 


GorleoB  dis- 
regards Uther's 
orderSy 


and  Uther  de- 
clares he  shall 
smart  for  it. 


9332 


Gorlens  pats 

9336  ^^  ^"^®  Igeme 
in  his  impreg- 
nable castle  of 
Tyntagel, 


9340 


934!4' 


and  goes  him- 
self to  his  other 
castle, 


with  all  his 
forces. 


jf  De  obcdsione  Oorlendi  Comiti^  p^  B.^:em. 


ue  kyng  wyste  he  made  purueaunce 

A-gayns  hym  to  staTide®  to  chaunce. 
pe  kjmg  also  sone  purueyed  his  host; 
.  per  pQ  Erl  was,  byseged  pe  cost ; 
pe  castel  J?at.  J?e  Erl  was  in, 
He  byseged  hyt  for  to  wyn. 


There  Uther 


9348 


besieges  him; 


9352 


3  it  sM  him, 

*  it  his, 

*  see  if  fen  it. 


*  pe  yate.    (la    porte,    Wace,   1. 
8852.)     Seel.  9412  below. 

7  par, 

*  he  did  hir  be, 
'  at  stand. 
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UTHEB  GETS  VERY  BAD  oVeR  IGERNE. 


bat  after  a  week 
wins  nothing. 


Gorlens  ex- 
pects the  Irish 
king*s  help. 

Uther  is  in  a 

hurry  to  get 

Igeme, 

and  is  disgusted 

at  losing  his 

time. 

He  tells  Ulfin 


how  bad  he  is. 
**  I  love  Igeme 
so  much  mat  I 
shall  die  if  it 
lasts  long. 

I  can't  eat  or 
drink. 
Love  has 
brought  me  to 
death's  door, 
What  shall  I 
do?** 

Ulfin,  says  : 
"  You  love 
your  foe*s  wife, 
and  think  to 
win  her  by 
war  I 

You're  too  late. 
Who  put  this 
way  of  making 
^  love  in  your 
head? 

I  can't  advise 
you  about  it. 
No  doubt 
Merlin  can. 


Al  a  wyke*  Jtc  kyng  }?er  lay. 

He  spilte  his  tyme,  sped  of  no  pray; 

Of  J?e  Erl  nought  he  ne  wan, 
.  Ne  dide  sca}?e  til  no  man,  9356 

ffor  J?e  Erl  kepte  euere  J?e  comjmg 

Hy[m]^  to  socour6  j^e  Irische  kyng. 

pe  kyng  sey  J?e  sege  was  wast; 

Igeme  to  haue  he  wilde  hym  hast;  9360 

He.  was  fal  gretlyk  onoyed 
,  pat  his  tyme  so  was  destruyed. 

He  calde  Vlfyn,  his  pnue  baroun, 

To  conceill^  hym  of  som  resoun :  9364 

"  Vlfyn,"  he  saide,  "  \H)Xi  conseil  me ; 

"  My  beste  conseil  y  take  at  J?e. 

**  On  Igeme  y  am  enamured*  strong, 
.  "  I  deye  ^yf  hit  me  laste  long ;  9368 

"  Y  ne  may  slepe,  wyj?  wo  y  wake,* 

"  So  am  y  in  hur6  loue  y-take; 

"  Ete  ne  drynke  ne  may  y  nought, 

"  So  lowe  hure  loue  haj?  me*  brought;        9372 

"  Loue  derej?  me  so,  to  deye  *  y  dred ; 

"  Y  aske  conseil  how  y  may  sped." 

Seyd  Vlfyn  J?en,  "  y  here  merueilles ! 

"  pou  louest  his  wyf  ]fat  ^o\x  ^  assailles  I       9376 

"  Wenestow  'per-wy'j^  to  ben  aboue? 

"  porow  werr6  wynne  ®  his  wyf  to  loue  ? 
,  "  Hure  to  loue  'pou  com  to  late ;  ® 

"  Hure  loue  to  gete,  hure  lord  to  take.®       9380 
.  "  At  wham  toke  fou  J?is  conseil,  [leaf  41.] 

,  **  To  loue  in  tene  &  in^®  turpeyl  ? 

'*  Conseil  of  pis  can  y  non  kest ; 

**  Of  swylk  conseil  M^rlyn  can  best ;  9384? 


1  Meuenyght,     [If.  66.]  ^  him, 

'  anamorde, 

^  aiepe  wo  ./.  waken. 

^  hir  lu/henethen  has  me  m, 

^  lu/hat  tne  wonded  deds. 


7  lufea  his  wife  jr  him. 
^  to  wyn. 

'  The  Fetyt  MS.  leaTes  out  these 
lines. 
lOidth. 
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^  He  can  ynow  of  Bwylke  crafles, 
.  "  Of  all^  vigures  ^  he  turnes  'pe  schaftes. 
"  tyf  he  can  kenne  )?e  no  weye,* 
"  Igeme  to  wynne,  can  no  man  seye."^ 
porow  )?e  conseil  of  sire  Vlfyn 
pe  kyng  dide  sende  after  Merlyn. 
Merlyn  com  J^e  kyng  byfom ; 
He  seide,  "  TJLerlyn,  y  am  ner  lorn !  * 
"  Conseille  me,  syn  )?at  'pou  can, 
"  &  y  schal  eucre-mor^  be  pj  man  !  ' 
**  Y  haue  ner  lorn  wyt  &  lyf 
*'  ffor  Igerne,  pe  kynges  *  wy f  ! 
"  Help  me  now,  pat  y  hure  haue; 
"  &  what  pon  wilt,  y  vouche  saue." 


9388 


9392 


If  he  can%  no 
one  else  can." 


So  Uther  sends 
for  Merlin, 
and  tells  him, 
"  I're  nearly 
lost 


9396 


wit  and  h&  for 
Igeme. 

Help  me  to 
have  her." 


Dicta 
Merlyny. 


"  Qyre/'  ^  seid  Merlyn,  "  God  furbede 
"       pat  pon  for  hure  schold  be  in  drede, 
"  ffbr  Igerne  to  haue  pe  dedl®  9401 

. "  Er  schold  y  don  anoJ?er  red ; 
"  pou  schalt  huie  haue  wyponie  pyne, 
"  &  tit  wol  y  haue  nought  of  J?yne.  9404 

"  Bot,  sire  Yter,  pou  west  hit  wel, 
"  Strong  ys  pe  hold  of  Tyntagel ; 
'*  &  scho  ys  loken  per-jn  so  strait, 
"  Bot  )?orow  queyntise  or  deseit  9408 

"  Noman  ne  may  hure  out[e]  take, 
"  porow  non  engyn  pat  men  can  make; 
"  flTor  two  men  pat  oughtes^  be, 
"  May  kepe  pe  issue®  &  pe  entre;  9412 

"  &  ^y  al  hit  be  wykke  to  wynne, 
**  fful  wel  schal  y  pe  brynge*  per  ynne. 


Merlin  says : 
«'  God  forbid 
that  you  should 
die  for  Igeme  ! 

I'll  manage  it. 
Tou  shall  have 
her. 


But  you  know 
Tyntagel  is  so 
strong  that  you 
can  only  get  her 
by  stratagem. 


Two  brave  men 
can  keep  the 
castle  gate. 

But  ni  take 
you  in. 


^Jigures, 

3  The  Fetyt  MS.  leave  out  these 
lines. 

'  am  forlorn. 
■*  erles. 


*  Sir  kyng.     [leaf  66.  ooL  2.] 

*  in  drede  for  to  hafpi  dede, 
7  uAGiout  (<ihtf  oht,  brave). 

*  iasheu. 

»  ./.  sail  do  pf . 
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I  can  tarn  any 
form  into 
another ; 

can  change  the 
face,  body,  and 
speech  of  any 
one, 


80  that  they 
shall  be  thought 
another's. 
Now  Earl  Gor- 
lens  has  two 
trusted  knights, 
Bertel  and 
Jordon. 


m  make  you, 
Uther,  like  the 
Earl ;  I'll  be 
Bertel ;  and 
Ulfin  shall  be 
Jordon. 
We'll  all  three 
go  to  Tyntagel, 


and  you  shall 
work  your  will 
with  Igeme." 

Uther  giyes  his 
host  in  charge 
to  a  leader. 


jf  De  tmnsfigaracme  Merlyny. 

**  ffor  all^  manere  forme  ^at  ys, 

"  Kan  y  tnme  til  o)?er*  lyknes:  9416 

"  A  face  to  be  like  anoJ?er, 

"  &  a  body  vnto  J?at  o^r;* 

"  Stature  of  body,  spechc  &  leryug,  * 

"  &  contenaunce  of  ylka  J>yng,^  9420 

.  "  Y  schal  <5haunge,  what  so  }?ey  are,* 
.  "  Ilkon  schal  wene  ]?at  oper  ware.* 

"  pe  Erl  chcrly*  wyf  hym  ledes 

"  Two  knyghtes,  doughti  of  dedes ;  9424 

"  Sire  Bertel  ]fen  hat  }?at  on,* 

"  pat  dper  heyghte  sir^  lordon; 

"  pis  are  his  priue  conseillours : 

"  Til  }?eir  lyknesse  y  schal  tume  oures;       9428 

"  Y  J?e  Erles  lyknesse  y  schal  J^e  dight, 

"  Y  schal  be  lyke  Bertil*  his  knyght, 

"  Lyke  Jordan  schal  ^  be  Vlfyn; 
.  "  pus  schal  we  come  J?e  castel  yn ;  9432 

.  "  Alle  )?re  at  euen  schol  ^  we  go 
.  "  To  Jto  castel,  wy)K)uten  mo, 
.  "  &  speke  ^er  speche  &  )>er  facoynde ; 

"  We  schul'  come  in  }?en  on  a  stourxde.       9436 

"  Dred  'pe  nought  of  no  man, 
.  "  ffor  no  queyntise  pai  any  can ; 

"  And  pon  schalt  haue  hure  to*  py  wylle,  rif.4i.coL2.] 

"  Py  grete  desir»  to  fulfills"  9440 

Al  pat  euere  Merlyn  teld, 

As  gospel  pQ  kyng  hit  held : 

pen  comaunded  he  til  on  certeyn, 

pe  host  to  kepe  til  he  com  ageyn.  9444 


2  §•  Aw  agayn  vnto  pe  tof>er, 

3  (?  MS.    heryng.)      The    Petyt 
MS.  leaves  out  these  four  lines. 

*  MS.  chl]/.    V.pe  erle  specially. 


*  breteU  haU  pe  ton. 
«  ^  ./.  salt  be  breteit. 

7  sait. 

8  at. 

5  yemyng. 
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pern  charmed  Merlyn  jK)row  vertue, 

&  colour  &  doj^yng  dide  remue, 

Contenaunce,  speche,  ]^  same  assise; 
.  He  tumde  J?e  kyng  on  J?e  Erles  wyse,  9448 

.  &  he  &  Vlfyn,  to  alle  ^  sightes, 
.  As  Bertel  &  Jordan,  \^  Erles  knyghtes. 

At  euen  ]fey  come  to  Tyntagel, 

&  Jh)  )?at  wende  haue  knowe  p&m  wel,        9452 

Receyned  J^eym  wy'p  glad[e]  chere, 

As  hit  were  pe  Erl  lef  &  dere. 
.  What  J?ey  wilde,  non  wold  )?em  weme ; 

pe  kyng  lay  Jwt  myght  by  Igeme,  9456 

&  scheo  conseyued  of  hym  'pat  nyght   Concepcio 

Arthur,  Jwt  was  so  mykel  of  myght.    Arthnry. 

In  Jtc  host  was  told  anon, 

*  pat  non  wiste  whider  pe  kyng  was  gon : '     9460 

His  ordynaunce  pey  al  fiirsok, 

pat  pe  kyng  pe  kepyng  took; 

pey  armed  hem  to  make  asaut, 
.  flTor  J?at  J^ey  hadde  of  heued  defaut,  9464 

&  went  for)?  y  pe  mom[e]*  tyde; 
.  Non  for  oper '  wold  oper  abyde ; 

Of  bataille  sette  J^ey  no  right*  reTige, 
.  Bot  ilkon  for)?,  pe  kyng  to  venge. 
*pe7i  gon  pej  assaille  boj?  fer  &  hende.  9468 

pe  Erl  ageyn  pern  faste  ga[n]  fende: 

As  he  stod,  er  he  lest^  wende, 

He  was  schot  to  de)?e,  &  made  his  ende.*^    9472 
.  When  he  was  ded,  his  side  gan  slaken ; 

Lightly  was  pen  pe  castel  taken. 


Merlin  charms 


Uther  into  Gor- 
lens,  himself 
into  Bertel,  and 
Ulfyn  into 
Joi^on. 
They  go  to 
Tyntagel, 

are  received 
gladly,  and 

get  all  they 
want 

Uther  lies  by 
Igeme,  and  be- 
gets Arthur  on 
her. 

Uther's  men 
hear  that  he^s 
away; 
they  won't 
attend  to  his 
substitute, 


but  go  to 
assault  Gor- 
lens's  castle, 

all  out  of  proper 
formation. 


Gorlens  defends 
his  castle, 

but  IS  shot  and 
killed, 

and  his  castle 
soon  won. 


^bepo.        Deaf  setback.] 

2  mome. 

3  hcnonr. 

*  ne  bataile  set  ne  righdy. 
*~*  WCL9  >er  non  held  right  ar<u/. 
bot  Ukone  went  to  |Se  assay. 


on  ilk  a  side  pei  gaf  batayle, 
pe  erle  agayn  gan  fast  assaile. 
as  he  f^  his  stode  pam  to  fende, 
he  was    slayn    or   [}>ai]    pei 
wende, 
6  MS.  lejt  (/ctfteleast). 
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HOW  UTHEB  PEBSOKATES  GOBLENS. 


Gorlens's  men 
that  escape  tell 
Igeme  that  her 
husband  is 
dead,  and  his 
castle  taken. 
Uther  (per- 
sonating Gor- 
lens)  starts  up, 
says  "  Thank 
God,  Vm  sMye ! 


Don't  believe 
such  lies ! 
No  doubt  my 
men  are  in 
trouble.   When 
I  left,  I  never 
told  any  one 
where  I  was 
going; 

and  as  I  haven't 
come  back  yet, 
they  think  rm 
dead. 
It  is  a  sad 
thing  that  my 
men  and  castle 
are  lost; 
but  I'm  alive, 
thank  God ! 

ril  go  now,  and 
make  peace 
with  Uther, 
and  be  friends 
with  all." 


Igeme  agrees. 


jf  De  Morte  Comiti^  Comubye. 

po  )?at  askaped  wyj?  J^e  lyf, 

Brought  tydyng  to  the  Erles  wyf,  9476 

*  Hure  lord  was  slayn  y  J?e  momyTig, 

*  pe  castel  taken  vnto  J^e  kyng/ 

pe  kyng  hym  selue  }?e  tydyng  herd, 
He  styrt  vp,  &  }?em  answerd :  9480 

"  Let  be  ^our  tales  to  tene  my  wyf,^ — 
"  Y  |?ank  Qod  y  am  her  on  lyf!* — 
"  To  telle  swylk  tales  for  to  greue ! 
"  Les3mges  ax  nought  to  byleue !  9484 

"  Y  wot  wel  J?ey  are  in  doute; 
"  Vnwamed  fro  J>eym  y  went  oute ; 
"  flTor  wUen  y  out  of  }?e  castel  ^ede, 
"  Y  spak  to  non,— )?at  ys  J>er  drede, —         9488 
"  Ne  seyde  whider  Jwt  y  wold^  go, 
**  ffor  doute  &  treson  *  of  my  fo ; 
"  &  for  y  cam  nought  sone*  agayn, 
"  Wene  J?ey  now  'pat  y  be  ^  slayn.  .  9492 

'*  Bot  }?at  my  folk  doun  ys  bom, 
"  Slayn,  &  [eke]  'pe  castel  lorn, 
"  Hit  may  do  tene  &  greuaunce; 
**  Bot  y  lyue,  God  pa.nky  pe  ^  chaunce  !       9496 
"  I  schal  me  haste,  out  y  schal®  wende, 
"  Pes  for  to  seke ;  pe  kyng  ys  hende. 
.  '*  Er  any  more  ska|;e  falle,  [lea/ 4i,  back,  coLi.] 

"  Y  wyl  acorde  me  wi}?  pein  sHe.  9500 

"  ^yf  he  wjp  sege  sperre  me  her-yn,® 
"  More  wo  )?an  ys,  pen  scholde  bygyn.'*® 
To  Jwt  conseil  Igeme  redde, — 
Alle  tymes  pe  kyng  scheo  dredde  ; —  9504 


^  pet  be  not  trod. 

^Lamo  life  ./.  tanke  it  god. 

^suld.     Deaf  56,  back,  coL  2.1 

*  drede. 

*  suyth. 


7  luf^nk  god  W. 

»  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tJTHER  OFFERS  TO  BCARRY  IGERNEl. 


333 


In  armes  boJ?e  ilk  oper  hent, 

pe  kyng  hure  kyste,  &  out  he  went. 

jf  When  J?ey^  passed,  alle  pre, 

Ilkon  was,  as  fel  to  be,' 

&  come  dryuande  vntil  pe  host; 

After  pe  Erl  he  spyrde  most, 

Who  gaf  oonseil  for  to  go, 

pe  castel  to  take,  pe  Erl  to  slo? 

pe  ,8oJ?e  perme  *  was  hym  told, 

Of  on  &  oper,  symple  &  bold. 

pe  kyng  per-fore  was  wo  ynow, 

He  wra}?ed  wy]?  hem  pat  hym  slow; 

Bot  longe  nold  he  per-tore  mourne. 

To  Tyntagel  a-geyn  gan  tourne, 

&  to  jTeym  of  pe  castel  spak 

&  seide :  "  y  rede  ye  iurne  ^our  bak, 

.  **  ffor  he  Jwt  batailk  on  ine  bed, 
"  pe  Erl  tour  lord,  [he]  ys  now  ded  * ; 
"  Now  schol  ^e  of  non  fynde  socot/r 

.  "  Agayn[e]s  me  to  stande  in  stour." 
When  J?ey  herde  pe  kyng  pus  seyd,  ' 
per  socour  lorn,  per  heued*  doun  leyd, 
pe  castel  anon  til  hym  )7ey  ^olde, 

.  &  leet  hym  do  what  pat  he  wolde. 
He  ^ede  anon  to  dame  Igeme ; 

.  Als  he  had  don,  he  teld  hire  ^eme, 

.  Al  how  he  by  hure  lay, 

.  &  how  he  wente  from  hure  away : 


Uther  kisses 
and  leaves  her. 

9508  He,  Merlin,  and 
Ulfin,  take  their 
own  forms, 
and  Uther  asks 
his  men  who 
adrised  the 

9512  attack  on  Gor- 
lens. 


9516  He  Is  angry  at 
first, 


9520 


9524 


but  soon  turns 
back  to  Tyn- 
tagel, 

tells  the  folk 
that  their  Earl 
is  dead,  and 
thejr  can't 
resist  any 
longer. 


They  give  up 

and  he  tells 
Igeme 

how  he  lay  by 

9532  ^^^* 


f  Bex  desponsauit  Igerniam. 

.  "  T  am,"  he  seide,  "  wy)K)uten  wyf, 
• "  &  pon  art  a  sengle  womaTi  of  lyf ; 


and  offers  to 
wed  her. 


^pdwere. 

^sone. 

>  com  estre  dnt,  Wace,  li  28,  L 

^heisdede. 

902S. 

^hede. 
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She  consents. 


Arthur  is  bom ; 


then  a  daughter 
Anna,  who  is 

married  to  sir 
Loth,  and  has  a 
son,  Gawain 
the  courteous. 

Uther  £&Us  Ul, 
and  lies  bed- 
ridden. 


9536 


"  T  wol  Jtc  wedde,  ^yf  J?ou  wilt  so." 

Dame  Igeme  coTisented  ]fer-io : 
.  "  Of  no  deseite  nere  wist  y ; 
.  "  Bot  of  )7y  weddyng,  sire,  gmunt  mersy." 

pe  child  scheo^  conseyued  byfom, 

When  tyme  fel,  hit  was  bom:  9540 

Arthur  was  }?e  childes  name, 

A  noble  man,  of  ful  gret  feme. 

A  doughter  \fey  hadde, — Anne  sche  hight,- 

pat  gyuen  was  til  a  doughti  knyght, 

Vntil  sire  Loth  of  Lonneys ; 

Hys  sone  was  Wawayn  }?e  Cttrteys. 

SyJ>en  regned  Vter  ful  longe, 

&  ^n  fel  hym*  an  yuel  stronge; 

Bedrede  doun  ful  longe  he  lay, 

&  languissed  so  forj?  fro*  day  to  day. 


9544 


9648 


The  keepers 
of  Octa  and 
Ebessa*  (see  p. 
324,  1.  9256). 


let  them  out  of 
prison,  and  go 
-with  them  to 
Saxony. 

Octa  gathers  a 
host, 

gets  a  fleet, 


jf  D[e]  Octa^  filio  Hengisty. 

1^0  )>at  kepte  Octa,  Hengistes  sone, 

&  Ebessa,*  at  Londone  in  prysone,  9552 

pey  greued  J?em  of  per  *  longe  lokyng, 
And  Octa  gaf  }?em  mykel  )^ge. 
ffor  gyftes  gyuen  ofte  &  gret,         Deaf«.back,coL2.] 
pey  leet  hem  scape  of  J?e  prison  sket,  9656 

&  wente  wy'p  hem  ou^r  J?e  se 
In-til  Saxoyn6,  J?eyr  centre. 
per  gadered  Octa  ful  gret  host ; 
Toward  our  kyng  J^ey  blewen®  host;  9660 

He  purchased^  hym  a  fflute  on  flod; 
Wyj?  men  of  armes  &  ®  archers  god 


1  scho  had,    Qeaf  07.] 

«in. 

8  languyacedfro, 

*Cosa. 


*  pet  were  greued  of, 

^  helewe. 

7  pxxrueid, 

^  with  knyyhtes  jf  td/h. 
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Toward  Scotland  J?ey  gan  vp  ryue, 

Pyled  &  brent,  me^  broughte  of  lyue.  9564 

ryxr  kyng  Jwt  lay  in  langoryng,^      jf  De  langore 

^  Of  hym  was  non  help  ne  socuring  Vtery  B^gis. 

His  lond  for  to  fende  &'  were, 

He  myghte  nought  ryse  armes  to  here ; 

per-fore  he  bad  alle  his  barouns 

Don  after  Lotes'  somouns, 

flRor  he  was  doughti,  noble  &  wys,* 

&  sley  cheuentayn  of  god  auys.^  9572 

Sire  Octa  Jwt  hadde  folk  ynowe, 

Oueral  )?e  Bretons  J>ei  pyled®  &  slowe ; 

He  bolded  hym  wyj?  mykel  pryde, 

pat  J?e  kyng  ne  myghte  go  ne  ryde  ;  9576 

To  meschef  he  putte  al  J>at  he  fond,' 
•  Man  &  wyf,  }?orow  al  J?ys  lond7 

Bot  often  Lot  wyj?  hym  met, 

&  ofte  hym  chaced  J7orow®  baret.  9580 

Many  tyme  of  hym  he  wan, 

&  eft  on  hym  {wt  oyer  ran: — 

Hit  ys  custume  J;at  werre  bygynne,' 

Somrae  to  lese,  &  somme  to  wynne  : — '       9584 

Lot  fill  often®  dide  hym  fle, 

&  chaced  hym  vnto  J^e  se ; 

Bot  gret  dedeyn  [was]  of  |?e  barouns, 

pat  wold  nought  come  for  Lotes  somouns, — 

pey  jTOught  hem  al  [so]  '®  gentil  of  blod,      9689 

&  al  so  mykel  in  stede  stod 

At  ylka  tyme,  or  more  J>an  he, 
.  &  also  mykel  of  rente  &  fe ; —  9592 

pus  yej  delayed,^^  long  was  pQ  drede, 


lands  in  Scot- 
land, and 
rayages  it. 

UUier  lies  ill, 
and 


9568  cannot  rise. 

He  bids  his 
barons 
obey  his  son- 
in-law,  Loth, 

a  skilfiil  chief- 
tain. 

Octa  pillages 
the  Britons 


and  slays  all 
the  folk  he 
finds. 

Loth  often 
beats  him, 


and  then  he 
beats  Loth, 
(as  is  the  cus- 
tom in  war). 


Bat  the  British 
barons  will  not 
obey  Loth, 
think  them- 
selves as  good 
as  he, 

or  better, 

and  delay  their 
musters, 


1  langoure  .  .  .  tfocoure, 

^  fend  no, 

^todoqftersirehth,  Df.e7,cl.2.] 

^  knyght  ofgode  avys, 

^  douhty  man  large  jf  toys, 

•  ^  breions  ouer  rohbed. 


7  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 
»  with. 

11  deleyd. 
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336         UTHER,  THOUGH  SICK,  TAKES  THE  FIELD. 


till  Octa  wins 
all  the  north, 
and  the  south 
to  St.  Alban's. 


The  land  cries 
toUther, 


and  he,  thongh 
sick,  rises 
from  his  bed, 
has  a  litter 
made, 

and  says  he*ll 
see  who'll 
neglect  his 
summons. 

He  summons 

first  those  who 

disobeyed 

Loth. 

They  all  come 

toVemlam, 


where  St. 
Alban  lies, 

and  where  Octa 

and  his  host 

are. 

Uther  besieges 

St.  Alban's, 

but  the  town  is 
so  strong, 

and  Octa  and 
his  men  so 
bold. 


Tip  )?e  kyng  sey  how  J?at  hit  ^ede; 
ffor  Octa,  al  J^e  Nor)?  he  wan, 

,  &  of  the  Souths  to  seint  Alban ; 
pys  wan  he  for  J?e  barons  defaut^ 

,  pat  for  Lot  nolde  gyue  *  assaut. 
Al  J?e  lond,  to  J?e  kyng  J?ey  pleyned 
pat  J>e  barons  alle'  feyned. 
jf  Bot  here]?  now  of  J?e  kynges  wyl, 
pat  lefte*  for  syknesse  ne  for  yl 
pat  he  ne  ros  vp  fill  auster, 
&  dide  hym  make  a  liter 
Comeled*  as  an  hors  here, 
&  seyde  J^is  word  J?at  aHe  myght  here : 
"  Now  schal  y  se  ho  scbal  wy)?8tonde, 
"  &  ho  wyl  come  for  my  sonde ! " 
He  somounde  firste  'po  til  his  werre 
pat  (leyned  nought  for  Lot  come  nerr^. 
pey  come,  &  were  ful  sore  agrysen 

.  Whan  )?ey  wyste  J?e  kyng  was  rysen. 
To  pe  toun  of  Wyrolhram  * 
pe  kyng  &  alle  'pe  barons  cam : 
Seint  ^  Albon,  per  lygges  he, 
pat  highte  Wyrolhram®  pe  cite. 
per  com  )?ey  to  pe  toun  wjp  wyn;® 
Octa  &  hyse  were  alle  per-yn. 
pe  kyng  byseged  hit  aboute, 
Dide  make  engyns  stronge  &  stoute. 
pe  toun  was  )?anne  so  strong  &  fyn. 
Hit  hadde  no  dere  ®  of  non  engyn ; 
Octa  &  hyse  were  ryght^®  bolde, 

,  pey  hadde  god  folk  &  syker  holde, 


9596 


9600 


9604 


9608 


9612 


Cleaf4S.] 

9616 


9620 


9624 


^  wUdgifnon, 
^kimeld. 


«  Verolhnm. 

7  At  sapnt    Deaf  67,  back,  ooL  1.] 

^  >e  ^fng  com  M  toun  to  wyn. 

^doute. 
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9632 


&  seyde,  *  hit  was  neuere  [to]  fere  * 

*  Of  half  a  dedman  lyggyng  on*  here, 

*  Ne  for  swyche  on  to  kepe  J?e  *  gates  loken ; 

,  **  Cowardyse  of  vs  scholde  *  be  spoken,         9628 
.  "  ffor  to  haue  of  swylkon  drede, 

"  pat  in  a  here  to  bataille  ^ede." 
.  Alas !  hit  *^  was  no  Cristen  man,  ^ 

.  pes  *  Octa  )wt  so  fer  wan. 

His  ouerwenyng  &  his  pryde 

Dide  }?em  opene  ]?e  gates  wyde, 

&  com  stoutly  vnto  J?e  byker; 
.  Bot  'per  hap  was  al  vnsyker ;  ^ 
.  Sot  synne  of  Octa,  fals  &  furswom, 

Dide  al  his  felawes  &  hym  be  lorn ; 

ffor  slayn  was  pere  siw  Octa, 

&}  his  cosyn  sire  Ebessa ; 

Oper  ynowe  ^it  pey  skaped, 

Vntil  Scotland  yey  hem  raped, 

&  ches  )?eym  a  prynce,  sire  Colgroyn, 

pat  was  sire  Octa  cosyn. 
.  Longe  pej  lendend  ®  by  Jwt  cost, 
.  &  gedered  pere  ^  anoj^er  host. 

jf  But  for  )ris  noble  ouercomyng  Dicta 

pat  God  gaf  Vter  cure  kyng,  9648    Vtery. 

ffor  ioie  he  stirte  vp^®  of  his  here 

Als  he  hadde  be^*  hoi  &  fere, 
.  Al  armed  in  ire[n]  '*  &  stel, 

&  bolded  alle  his  barons  wel,  9652 

&  seyde,  j^us  standynge,  &  low:^* 


that  they  say 
tbeyVe  no  fear 
of  a  half-dead 
man  on  a  bier  : 

it  wonld  be 
cowardice  to 
keep  the  g^tes 
shot  for  him. 


9636 


9640 


9644 


For  pride  they 
open  their  gates, 

and  attack 
Uther; 

bnt  Octa's  sin 
is  their  destmc- 
tion, 

and  he  and 
Ebessa  are  also 
slain. 

Some  of  their 
men  escape  to 
Scotland,  and 
choose  Col- 
grymking. 


For  joy  of  this 
noble  victory, 

Uther  starts 
from  his  bier  as 
if  he  were  well, 


and  says, 
"  It  is  more 


^  it  was  schame  to  here /ere, 
^/or  a  halfdede  man  in  a, 
^  For  to  hold  >er. 

7  loas  not  nker.     For  the  next 
two  lines  P.  has— 


per  fals  trouth  did  )>am  mUfaUe, 
ptUfeU  to  wjfn  he  wan  >am  alle, 

^lenged. 

'  Wnn. 

^^out, 

"  had  bene* 

^^Ime. 

13  standand  jr  lo^ 

Y 
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UTHEB'S  BCEN   PURStJE  THE  SilXONS. 


honour  to  lie 
in  a  bier,  and 
win, 


than  be  whole, 
and  lie  dead  on 
the  ground. 
Octa  despised 
me,  and 


held  me  only  a 
half-dead  man ; 
but  the  half- 
dead  man  has 
slain  his  whole 
foes, 
and  lives  still ! 

I'll  foUow  the 
fleers  too, 


and  pay  hard 
measure  to  the 
destroyers  of 
our  lands." 


But  the  barons 
persuade  Uther 
to  keep  still  till 
he  is  cured, 
while 

they  chase 
the  Saxons. 

The  pursuit 
ended,  the 
Saxons  gather 
again,  and  con- 
sult how  to  put 
Uther  to  death 


"  More  worschip  ys,  as  me  j^ynke)?*  now, 

**  In  a  here  for  to  lye, 
.  "  In  syknesse  wynne  J^e  maistrie, 

'^  )>an  be  a  man  hoi  &  sound, 

"  &  schamely  lygge  ded  on*  ground. 

"  Octa  despised  me  many  a  day, 

"  ffor  yat  y  sek  in  bedde  lay; 
.  "  Skomful  wordes  |)ey  me  bed, 
.  "  &  held  me  bot  an  half  man^  ded. 

*'  pe  half  dedman  ful  felonlyk 

"  HaJ?  slayn  his  fos,  bo)?  hoi  fe.quyk, 
.  "  pe  hole  &  quyke  ar  dede  &  fled  ,- 
.  "  ^yt  lyuej?  )?e  syke  ]Hxt  lay  in^ bed; 

"  tit  schal  *  y  folewe  )?em  Jwt  fle ! 
.  "  Do  dight  pw  all«,  .&  -wencbj>''wy)?  me 
.  "  flTor  no  )?yiig  ne:  sehal.^  y .  leue  . 
.  "  pat  y  ne  schal  exyle^  &  jeue, 
.  "  &  ^elde  )?em  fill  liarde  stoures, 

"  pat  ray  lond  destruyde,^  &  ^oures." 

jf  When  J^e  kyng  had  seyd  his  wille, 

Hys  barons  bed  hym  byleue  stille 

Til  he  were  warysched  of  his  syknesse, 

Or  his  penaunce  y-swaged  lesse.^ 
.  pit5  departed  allc  J>e  barouns, 
.  &  chased  after  )?e  Saxouns. 

When  J^e  chas  was  al  leftc, 

&  )?e  Saxoyns  were  gadered  eft, 

pey  conseiUed  hem,  &  toke  "per  red, 
.  How  J?ey  might  do  J?e  kyng  to  ded : 

pey  seide,  '  ^yf  |7ey  myghte  J>e  kyng  destruye, 

'  He  hadde  non  eir  )>at  scholde  j^em  noye  ;  9684 
.  '  &  al  so  lange  as  he  myght  lyne, 

'  Batailk  dirste  )?ey  neucre  hym  gyue, 


9656 


9660 


9664 


!     9668 


9672 


9676 


Deartf,coL2.] 

9680 


'  men  say, 

^  tchamfiiUy  leid  to  |^. 

Cleaf67,back,eol.2.] 
'  cold  m4  bot  a  man  half. 
<  wiU.  1 


^  no  sekenes  saU, 
^  ./.  saU  exiUe  l^am. 
7  My  land  pei  destroied, 
^  or  a  pttTtie  suaged  Us, 
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*  Bot  ^if  hit  were  jTorow  tresoun,'  9688 

*  To  gyue  hym  venym  &*  poysoun.'  Consililim  by  poison. 
jf  pen  ches  fey  men  'pat  coxxpQ  swilk  dede ;  ezplora-  They  choose 
To  go  J^ider  >ey  gaf  J>em  mede  :  toTum.    Slm  go  to 
To  Wyrolhram  *  J?ey  bad  ^em  go,  Veruiam,  and 
&  fonde*  J>e  kyng  for  to  slo.  9592  ^^^  ^ther. 
In  pouere*  wede  |>ey  dide  )?em  dight,  The  assassins 
&  )?yder  }?ey  come  byn«  seuenyght;  dXig,^' 
AUe  manere  langage  )?ey  cou]>e 

,  pat  seme)?  ^  wel  in  traytours  mou)?e.  9696 

pey  ^ede  aboute  \>e  court  to  spye  and  spy  about 

Wher  J?ey  myght  do  ^r  trayterya  '  the  court 

So  yuel  fey  spedde  of®  'per  pray,  They  cant  get 

pat  pey  ne  myght  come  per  pe  kyng  lay.         9700       ^     ^* 
So  loDge  al  wey  to  Jtc®  coi^rt  fey  ferde,  but  they  find 

pat  fey  perceyued  &  often  herde  ^nfaTcoid^^^ 

pat  for  certeyn  was  hit  told,  water 

pe  kyng  drank  nought  bot  water  cold,  9704 

pat  was  best  for  his  peyne, 

&  eucre  of  o  welle  certeyne  from  a  well 

pat  sprong  vp  byside  his  hallc,  near  his  haU. 

.  &  beste  water  forby  alle;  9708 

Non  ofer  fyng  fought  hym  so  god, 
pat  best  ageyn  his  yuel  stod. 
When  fo  fat  his  def  so  sought, 

Wif  per  wyles  auailled  nought,  9712  This  weU  they 

pey  wente  &  venymed  fat  welle  poison, 

,  Of  fat  he  drank,  als  fey  herd  telle. 

jf  When  fey  had  don  fat  wykked  dede,       9715  and  then  leaye 
Out  of  toune  sone  fey  ^ede,  De  morte  JJ^^S  to 

&  ay  lystned  what^®  fey  herd  seye,         Vtery.    hear  of  the 

king's  death. 


'  FeroMram. 
^  to  fond. 
^  pure. 


^  jf  com  pidir  )^  day. 

7  comes. 

*  wele  pei  sped  newt,    [leaf  68.] 

^  aU  gate  so  long  to. 

^^  were  Kstenand  whan. 

r  2 
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340  Arthnrns  nobilissimt^  Bex  C^m^ianitati^. 


When  Uther 
drinks  the 
poisoned  water, 
he  turns  bhick 
and  dies; 

and  so  do 
many  others 
that  drink  of  it, 
till  the  wile  is 
found  out. 
Then  the  peo- 
ple fill  np  the 
well  with  earth 
and  stones,  and 
make  a  hill  of 
it. 

Uther  is 


buried  at  Stone- 
henge. 


How  pe  kyng  schold*  sone  deye. 

pe  kyng,  whan  he  )?e  wsiter  drank, 

He  wax  al  blak,  &  bolned  rank,  9720 

&  deyde  sone  yn*  a  J?rowe 
.  Byfore  his  meyne  pat  hit*  sowe ; 

&  so  dede*  fele  oper  mo 

pat  drank  perof,  to  dej?  gon  go.  9724 

.  &  piB  lasted  a  god  whyle 

Til  men  aperceyued  pat  gyle. 

pen  ^ede  pe  comune  alle  atones, 

&  stopped  pe  welle  wyj?  erj?e  &  stones.  9728 

So  longe  ber  pej  etpe  per  til, 

pat  er  was  welle,  now  ys  an  hil. 

When  sire  Vter  oure  kynge 

Was  ded,  &  don  his  endynge,  9732 

At  Stonhenges,  as  he  seyde, 

Bysyde  his  bro)?er  men  hym  leyde. 


A  great  Parlia- 
ment 


is  held  at 
Cirencester, 
and  Arthur  is 
crowned  king 
by  common 
agreement. 
He  is  onlj  15 
years  old. 


f  Arthnrns,  fllins  Vtery,  fBucitus  est  Sex,  ft  ooronati^ 
apt^  Cjrrenoestriam. 

T^he  Erchebishop  his  conseil  held,  Deaf.  42  back,  coi.i.] 
Of  erles,  barons,  &  knyghtes  of  seheld ;  9736 

.  Ilkon  after  ofer  sent 
To  come  to  comune  Parlement^ 
&  after  sire  Vteres  sone  Arthorghc® 
To  come  to  Grcestre,  pe  noble  ^  burghe ; 
&  pere  bitaught  hym  pe  coroun, 

.  porow  comun  graunt  of  ilka  baroun. 

.  ffnl  ^onge  pen  was  he,  lond  to  welde ;  ® 
jSyftene  ter  psm  was  his  elde; 


974fO 


9744 


1  This  is  the  heading  to  the  page 
in  the  MS. 
^  N  l^3ff^  ^^"^  ded  or  iuld, 
*  $on  mthm. 


^Arthure, 

7  to  Cecestre. 

^yelde.    Deaf  sa  col.  2.3 
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341 


.  At  Circestre  )?at  tyme  J?ar 

.  Was  first  tyme  Jwt  he  croune  bar ; ' 

Some  of  his  J?ewes  y  wil  descrye ; 

I  trowe  y  schal  nought  mykel  lye:* 

jT  Craftily  dide  he  matines  dedes, 

Doughtiest  knyght  at  alle  nedes  ; 
.  pan  of  mytpe  most  was  *  in  halle, 
.  Glad-chered,  louely,  &  lordlyest  of  alle ;  * 

Ageyn  )?e  proude,  proud  herted  ^  was  he ; 

Ageyn  )?e  meke,  debonere'  &  ese; 

pe  hardiest  man  hym  self  to  fende, 
.  Blej?ely  gaf,  lai'gely  wold  spende ; 

pat  nedful  was,  &  hym  bysought, 

pat  he  myghte,  he  wemed  hym^  nought; 

Mykel  loued  he  ioie  &  worthly®  J'ynge, 

Doughti  dedes  made  of  menyng ; 

Nobliche  his  court  he  ledde, 

Bichely  alle  hyse  he  fedde ; 
.  Ilka  day  come  tydynges  newe ; 
.  Gestes  of  ioye,  wy)?  knyghtes  trewe ; 

Oner  alle  prynces  ^  pWs  he  nam 

Of  curteseye  &  of  wysdam ; 

Was  no  J^yng  so  noble  of  J^ewes,® 

As  men  reden  of  hym,  &  schewes.® 


Ill  tell  you 
Bome  of  his 

9748  ^*y"»  *"^ 

lie  much. 
He  is  the 
doagfatiestman, 
the  merriest, 
0*7^9  haodsooiestt 
^'^^andlordUest 
Proud  to  the 
prood,  gentle  to 
the  meek  ; 
bold,  generous, 

9766 

ahelper  of  the 
needy, 

9760  a  doer  of 

doughty  deeds, 


9764 


and  above  all 
princes  in 
courtesy  and 
wisdom. 


9768 


When  he  had  take  pQ  regalte, 

&  mad  op  by^^  his  wille  fre, 
^  pat  Saxons  schulde  neuere  haue  pes 
'  In  stede  of  his  per  pey  ought  ches,' — 
Hys  fader  &  his  em  )?ey  slow. 


Arthur  swears 
the  Saxons 
shall  never 
9^72  ^^®  peace  in 
his  land. 


>  croune  on  hede  nouht  he  ne  bare, 
'  Noiant  ne  toos    en    mentirai, 
Wace,  ii.  39. 1.  9250. 
'  Man  ofmyrih  most, 
^  ff  glad  to  gle  his  gestis  alle, 
'  man, 
*  suete. 


7  warned  he, 

*  worpi. 

•  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines.    Wace  has  for  them, 

"  Et  de  valor  et  de  largece.** 

ii.  40, 1.  9264. 
*®  an  oihe  he  mad. 
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342      ABTHUB  DEFEATS  AND  BESIEGES  COLGBTH. 


Arthur  sum- 
mons his  folk, 


passes  York 
and  meets  the 
Saxons,  under 
ColgTjrm,  with 
the  Scots  and 
Picts, 


near  the  river 
Douglas. 


Colgrym  is 
defeated, 

and  flees  to 
York, 


where  Arthur 
besieges  him. 


&  oper  wo  ]fey  wroughte  y-now, — 
He  dide  somoune  ]fe  folk,  &  fette ; 
Largely  he  gaf,  &  wel  pern  hette, 
&  bad  heni  be  redy  wyj?  hym  to  wende 
pey  passed  ^ork  toward^  J>e  norj?  ende. 
Colgrym  of  Saxons  was*  cheueiayn 
Syn  Octa  was  at  Wyrolhram  slayn; 
jf  pe  Seottische  men  wer  at  his  cry, 
pe  Peytes  wyp  hem  were  ay  redy 
A-geyn  Arthur,  &d^  al  'per  myght, 
&  redy  wyj?  hym  for  to  fyght 
Bysyde  pe  wat^r  of  Douglas, 
pere  ]?ey  mette  att  a  pas: 
pe  partys  were  bolde,  &  |?oughte  wel  *  byde ; 
Many  on  wer  slayn  on  ilka  syde.  9788 

Deseonfit  was  per  mre  Colgrym, 
,  Vnne}?e  he  scaped^  wyp  mykel  pyn ; 
Toward  ^ork  Colgrym  fley, 
Arthur  hym  pursued  £aste  &  ney  ;^  9792 

5ork  he  tok  for  drede  &  doute,       Deftf4«,back,ooi.2.] 
&  Ar)7ur  byseged  hym  wyjH)ute, 


9776 


9780 
f  Colgnm 
pWnoeps 
Sazont^m. 

9784 


Colgrim's 
brother  Balduk 


hears  of 
Arthur's  be- 
sieging York, 


JT  De  Balduk  fratr^  Colgrym. 

p\6lgrim  had  a  broJ>er  on  pe  se, 
^  Balduk,  pat  hadde  gret  meyne ; 
He  abod  pe  kyng  of  Alemayne, 
,  pat  cam  wyp  host  toward  Bretayne. 
Son  hym  was  told  of  on  &  oj^er 
pat  Arjnir  byseged  Colgrim^  his  broj^er, 
How  in  batailk  pie]  was®  diseonfit. 
To  londe  he  drow  hym  penne  as  ®  tyt : 


9796 


9800 


3  a/. 

^  ]>9i  wele  wild. 

*  vnnepisjled  he. 


2  After  M  Octa, 
[leaf  58,  back.] 


*folowed  bi  bank  ff  hegh. 
7  had  biseged, 
^  How  he  was  m  bataile. 
'  drouhJuU. 
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343 


In  a  wode  by  Jwt  cost, 
fl^e  mile  Balduk  busched^  fro  )?e  host; 
&  many  were  in  his  compayny, 
Six  )H)usand  armed  redy, 
pat  scholde  hane  stolen  }>at  ylke  nygfat 
Vpon  ArJ?ur,  al  redy  dight. 
A  mail  perceyued  ]^r  enbuschment, 
&  til  Ar|?ur  ^  bodeword  sent. 
When  ArJ?ur  wyste  )?at  |?ey  wer  ]?er, 
He  calde  to  consail  J?e  Erl  Cador 
pat  was  lord  of  Cornewaillc: 
Hys  lyf  to  lese  ne  wold  he  faille 
,  "  Cador,"  he  seyde,  "  Balduk  wyj?  gyle 
,  **  Ys  enbusched  fro  vs  four  *  myle. 
"  Tak  sex  hundred  of  gode  knyghtes, 
'*  pre  J?ousand  dper,^  yyi  J?ou  myghtes ; 
"  Al  vnwarned  on  J>em  falle, 
,  "  Lightly  may  )wu  wynne  J?em  alle." 
,  Sire  Cador  dight  )7em  al  redy, 
&  wente  wy]K)ute  noyse  &*  cry, 
Al  vnwarned  right  ^ore  }?ey  ware ; 
Sore*^  to  smyte  wold  he  nought  spare; 
pe  most  del  was  slayn  of®  J>at  frape, 
Vnne]?es  myghter  ^  any  a-scape ; 
^yf  any  of  hem  ascape  myght, 
pe  derknesse®  saued  hem  J^at  nyght, 
&  wode  letted  j?em  to  re?me;® 
pe  redy  wey  cou}?  ]?ey  nought  kenne.® 
jf  Balduk  fledde,  &  durst  nought  byde, 
flBro  busche  to  busche  ^^  on  ilka  syde ; 
Lorn  he  hadde^^  his  men.  ilkoil, 


9804  and  puts  6,000 
meninambaBh, 


to  attack 
9808^2"''' 

Arthur  is  told 
of  this  "wilei 


9812  He  bids  Earl 
Cador 


9816  take  a  force, 


and  fall  on 

9820  ^^^i^^'b  ^^^ 
inrhen  unarmed. 

Cador  does  so, 


9824 

and  slays  more 
than  half  the 
Saxons. 

9828  A  few  escape 
by  help  of  the 
darkness 
and  a  wood. 

Balduk  flees 

9832  a'"**" 


*  he  bussed, 

^  es  bussed  Ai>en  botjyue. 
'  de    la    geude     (foot-soldiers), 
Wace,  ii.  42,  L  9317. 

•  wek. 


^  More  pan  half  was  slayn, 

7  myght 

8  mirknes.     Deaf  68,  hack,  col.  2.] 
^  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 

^^  busk  to  busk, 
11  lost  he  had. 
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HOW  BALDUK  GETS  INTO  YOBK. 


and  doesn't 
know  how  to 
help, 

or  to  get  to, 
his  brother 
Colgrym. 
So,  as  he  can 
sang  and  harp, 

he  feigns  him- 
self a  juggler, 
and  comes  to 
Arthur's  camp 
with  head  and 
beard  all 
shaven. 


He  gets  to  the 
wall  of  York, 
and  Colgrym's 
men  let  down  a 
rope, 

and  draw  him 
into  the  city. 

They  want  to 
escape; 
but  soon  hear 
that  thdr  ally 
Cheldrik  has 
landed  with  a 
great  host 


Conseil  couj^e  he  take  at  non 

How  he  moughte  his  hroper  helpe, — 

Of  gret  lo8  ^  mighte  he  make  his  ^elpe, — 

ffayn  he  wolde  wyj?  hym  speke, 

.  Bot  of  his  enemis  ne*  myght  him  wreke. 
He  eou)7e  of  notes  &  of  layes, 
&  of  harpe  he  knew  J^asayes;' 
He  feyned  hym  as  a  iogelour,* 
&  cam  to  'pe  ost  of  kyng  Arjjom*; 
His  hed,  his  herd,  he  dide  al^  schaue; 
Men  wend  a  *  were  a  folted  knaue ; 

.  Als  a  gleman  gan  he  synge, 
&  eou)?e  a  party  of  harpyng. 
Longe  he  ^ede  )m«  aboute, 
Non  ne  wende  of  gyle  ne  doute ; 

,  Bot  he  was  boJ?e  wyly  &  sley;  ^ 
pe  wal  he  neighede  ful  ney;^ 

.  He  spak  to  J^ym,  &  J?ey  hym  knew, 
Doun  to  hym  a  rop  j^ey  }?rew, 
&  he  knytte  hym  per-ume  el, 
&  J>ey  drow  hym  ouer  j^e  wal. 
Netheles  j^ey  were  at  mesehef, 
Sot  to  ascape  |?em  were  ful  lef ; 
Bot  sone  com  |?em  tydynges  gode, 
pat  sex  hundred  schipes  on  flode^ 
Out  of  Alemayne  were  comen, 
&  in  Scotland  had  hauen  nomen. 


9836 


9840 


9844 


9848 


Deaf  48.] 

9852 


9856 


9860 


^  aU  pe  saies, 

4  Aim  a  loguhure.  (comme  jong- 
Ure,  MS.  dn  Boi,  27;  come  Jugl^res, 
MS.  du  Roi,  73,  Cang^;  Wac€,u, 
48, 1.  9336.) 


*  half,  (par  mi,  Wace,  ii.  43,  1. 
9341.) 

^he, 

'  slehi  .  .  .  neghi. 

^  schippes  gude,  (a  cinq  cent  nes, 
Wacc,ii.  44, 1.9355.) 
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ABTHUR  BETBEATS  BEFORE  CHELDBIK. 


345 


JT  De  potestate  Cheldryk  contra  Arthurom. 

.  'Pil  Arthur  cam  bode  als  quyk/ 

pat  }rider  schold  come  )?e  child  *  Cheldiik 

.  WyJ?  mykel  people  ^  on  ilka  syde, 
pat  Arthur  schold  nought  dur  abyde.  9864 

pe  beste  frendes  J>at  were  hym  ecu)?, 
ConseiUed  hym  tume  toward  J?e  Soutti, 
&  gyue  no  bataille  at  )wt  tyme, 

.  Bot  let  his  folk  sprede  &  ryme :  9868 

"  Hys  folk  ys  freache*  &  ful  auster 
"  &  twyes  so  fele*  as  we  haue  her; 
**  &  ^yf  J?ey  folewe  vs  ouer  Humber, 
"  pe  soTiner  schul  we  pern  a-comber;  9872 

"  peTi  schal  vs  come  folk  ay  fresch^, 
"  &  J?ey  schul  eucre  wexe  fe  lesse." 
To  pat  conseil  he  gaf  god  tent, 
&  to  Londone  right  fro  ]?enne*  he  went.      9876 
jf  pe  folk  hadde  sorewe  &  wo, 

.  pe  drede  ^  J^at  al  to  dej?e  schold  go ; 
pat  hadde  castele,  }ider  J?ey  drow  ; 

.  pat  non  ne  hadde,  ]>ey  hem  slow ;  9880 

.  To  holes  &  hilles  men  crep  ^  for  nede ; 

.  pat  sykerest  was,  had  fill  gret  drede.® 


Arthur  too 
hears  of  Cheld- 
nk's  coming, 


and  is  advised 
by  his  fHends, 

not  to  give 
battle  at  once, 


bat  to  retreat 
over  the  Hum- 
ber, and  get 
fresh  folk  there, 
iBrhiie  Cheld- 
rik's  men 
grow  less. 
So  Arthur 
retreats  to 
London. 
His  men  are 
much  afraid ; 


some  are  slain, 
others  hide 
themselves. 


f  Hie  Arthurt^  misit  pro  Ohele^  B/^ge  Mynoris 
Brytannt^. 

T)ut  men  gaf  Arthur  in  coTiseil, 
To  scTide  for  his  cosyn  Ohel,® 
Kyng  of  Bretayne,  his  sister  sone : 
By  lettre  his  nedes  gan  hym  mone, 


Arthur  sends 
QQQi  to  his  cousin 
9884  ohel,  king  of 

Britany, 


1  cam  H^inges  aU  qvAke, 
^  com  kyng. 
^fiUt  mykiU, 

'fen. 

^  fro  JJiJJen  to  hndon,     [leaf  59."! 


•  pet  dred, 
7  crept. 

^  had  grete  nede. 
»  OheiU. 
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346      OHEL  OF  BRITTAKY  COMES  TO  HELP  ARTHUR. 


and  prays  for 
help, 


or  he  will  lose 
his  land. 


Ohel  at  once 
starts  with  all 
his  forces, 


15,000  knights 
and  other  men, 


and  lands  at 
Southampton. 
Arthur  is  re- 
joiced. 


summons  his 
folk,  and  they 
come. 


.  &  preyed  hym  of  help  a  stounde, 

.  Or  elles  he  scholde  go  to  grounde :  ^  9888 

"  Bot  y  som  help  of  pe  now  haue, 

"  Or  of  som  oper,  my  lond  to  saue, 

"  Wyjyime  a  J^rowe  hit  schal  be  lorn, 
.  "  pat  oure  auncestr^s  han  had  byfom ;  9892 

"  &  schame  hit  vrere  til  oure  lynage 

"  So  sone  to  lese  myn  heritage." 

fful  wel  he*  vnderstod  his  nede. 

WyJ?  al  jfe  poer  pat  he  myght  spede  9896 

He  made  no  long  soioumynge, 

Hors  &  hameys'  he  dide  bryng, 

fiyftene  ]>ousand  helmes  clers,^ 

WyJ>oute  seriauntz  &  archers.  9900 

God  wynd  ]?ey  hadde  J>at  gan  hem  dryue, 

At  Southai6mpton6  pey  dide  vp  ryue. 

Mikel  ioye  made  sire  Arthurgh,* 

&  feire  receyued  hym  in  toun  &  burgh.        9904 

Wolde  )?ey  make  no  lenger*  delay, 
.  flfor  ]?ey  nadde  neyj^r  drede  naflfray  ;  ^ 

Bot  sende  messegers  [ful]  smert,^  Deaf^s^ooLs.] 

&  folk  com  til  hym  wyj?  ftd  god  hert.  9908 


The  Britons 
and  Bretons 
march  quietly 
to  Lincoln, 
which  Cheldrik 
is  besieging, 


jf  De  belle  apud  Lyncolniam  p^r  Aitbxxrum. 

rpo  Lyncolne  wente  ilka  baromi, 
^   Sor  Cheldryk  hadde  biseged  )?e  toun. 
WyjK)ute  noise,  sp[e]che,  or  cry, 
pey  come  to  Lyncolne  al  stillely;®  9912 

No  scaj^e  ^it  'pe  toun  had  taken, 
.  £for  pey  wy}7ynne  held  J?em  wel  waken. 


1  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  this 
line. 

2  Ohel 
'  armes, 

^  Douse  mil  orent  chevaliers. 

Wace,  ii.  46, 1.  9392. 


*  ktpig  Arthoru, 

*  long, 

'  pei  had  ho  drede  of  non  affray, 
^  MS.  snerL 
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ABTHUR  AND  OHEL  SLAUGHTER  THE  SAXONS.   347 


pe  host  was  aryued  on  a  >rowe, 
Bot  horn  ne  trompe  dide  non^  blowe, 
.  Ne  oper  dene  in '  none  manere, 
.  Til  alle  were  splayed  ilka  banere, 
.  Alle  }?ey  wroughte  at  on  a-vys, 
&  priuely  J>e  felle  o^  )?eyr  enemya 
Neuere  ^yt  byfore  of  no  Saxon 
Waser*  so  gret  destruccion, 
In  no  stude  ]fer  men  wyst  whare ; 
.  £for  sex  j^ousand  wer  slayn  J?are. 
pey  caste*  per  armes,  per  horses  let, 
Naked  J>ey  fledde  on  per  fet, 
In  to  J?e  water  faste  J?ey  ran, 
Of  pejm  were  drenkJed  many  a  ^  man ; 
pe  Bretons  on  pem  were  euere  prest, 
pey  suffred  pern  nought^  to  haue  no  rest. 
A  wode  byside  hight  Calydoun, 
,  pat  now  men  callej?  hit  ffyskertoun ; 
By  pe  water  side  pe  wode  was  set, 
per-inne  had  )?ey  gret  recet. 
pe  BretoDS  byhalued  pe  wode  aboute, 
pat  no  Saxon  dirst  come  wyj^oute ; 
Arthur  dide  hit  loke  so  streit; 
£for  pe^  nyght  he  dredde  deseit. 
He  dide  hewe  tres  &  pykke, 
&  palysed  hit  aboute  ful  )?ykke; 
Tre  ouer  tre,  stok  ouer  stok,® 
As  J^ikke  as  men  myghte  hem  schok.® 
His  ost  was  logged  to  j^at  oper^^  party, 
pat  non  com  in,  ne  ^ede  forby. 
po  in  pe  wode  hadde  no  mete, 


arrive  there. 


9916 


9920  and  fall  privily 
on  the  Saxons. 
Never  before 
was  such  a 
slaughter  I 

9924  6,000  Saxons 
are  slain, 


9928  *°^  others 
drowned. 


Some  take 
OQQ9  refuge  in  the 
^^o^  ^ood  Calydon, 

now  Fiskerton. 


The  Britons 


9936 


surround  the 
wood  with 


9940  a  palisade 


9944  so  that  no  one 
can  come  out. 
The  Saxons  in 
the  wood  have 


'  l>tLt  trompe  ne  horn  non  did, 

[leaf  59,  col.  2.] 

^  dt/n  on, 

^  pnuely  fett  on, 

■*  are. 

^kesi. 


^  woe  dronkeld  many, 
7  pei  poled  ]>am. 
^for  on  pe, 

» The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 

^0  on  pe  toper. 
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348     CHELDBIK  SUBBEMDEBS,  AND  LEAVES  ENGLAND. 


no  food, 
can  provide 
none,  on  ac- 
count of  their 
rapid  flight. 


For  three  days 
they  taste 
nothing, 
and  then,  see- 
ing death  be- 
fore them, 

offer  to  leave 
their  arms, 
go  quietly  to 
their  ships, 

give  hostages, 


and  pay  Arthur 
tribute. 

Arthur  agrees 
to  this, 

takes  hostages 
of  them, 

gives  them 
their  ships,  and 
takes  their 


.  Ne  non  j?em  broughte  J?at  mought  out  gete, 
Ne  nought  had  purueyd  jwr  byfom, 
Ney)?er  bred,  [ne]  mele  ne  corn ;  9948 

.  pey  were  so  haflted,  faste  Jjey  fley,^ 

.  Bot  helpless  weren  fer  or  ney.^ 
pre  dayes  hit  was  J?ey  nought  ete, 

.  Ne  nought  drank  ^t  was  wete ;  9952 

pey  sey  wel  all«  Jwt  J^ey  schuld  deye, 
porow  force  myghte  pey  make  no  weye. 
pey  toke  conseil  oJ>er  weys, 

*  To  leue  armes  &  hameys,  9956 

*  In  pes  to  per  schypes  to  go 
.  '  Wy)>outen  any  more  wo, 

*  &  )?ey  schold  leue  J?em  god  hostage,* 

.  *  per  best  men  of  noblest  lynage,*  9960 

*  &  gyue  hym  truwage  ilka  ^er 

*  In  pes,  wyjH)uten  wo  &  wer/ 
And  Ar}7ur  gaf  hem  ]?e  gmuntyse 

ffor  to  wende  for]?  on  Jwit  wyse  :  9964; 

Ostage  he  tok  atte  remenaunt,^     [leaf «,  back,  coli.] 

pat  ^y  schold  holde  J^e  couenant; 

He  deUuered  J^em  schipes  wy]K)ute  mo  hai*mes, 

&  lefte  per  robes,  &  hameys  of*  armes ;      9968 

Al  senglely^  to  schipe  pey  went, 

No  J?yng  was  pern  gyue  ne  lent ; 
.  &  ^it  he  dide  gret  curtesy 
,  pat  vryp  pe  lyf  gaf  hem  merci.  9972 


Cheldrik  and 
his  men  set 
sail, 


jf  Be  reoemone  Begis  Cheldryk  apud  Totenes. 

•  b^y  s®^  ^P  ^^^*  y^  wynd  hem  blew, 
^  So  fer  )>ei  seyled  pat  non  pern  knew. 
When  }>ey  were  so  fer  born 


1  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 
3  sM  leue  gode  ostages, 
'  J>er  h/nages. 


*  One   stroke  too  many  in  the 
second  MS.  n. 
fi  hemeis  ^.    Qeaf  59.  back.] 
8  SengU. 
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pat  we  of  J^eym  pe  sight  had  lorn,  9976 

^ut  J?oughte  )?ey  more  treson  &  gyle, 

pey  ttcmde  per  flute  wyj^ynne  a  while 

Bytwix  Ingeland  &  Normandye, 

pey  dighte  eft  hydeward  ^r  nauie,  9980 

&  entred  in  til  Dertemuthe ;  ^ 
,  NeyJ^er  fond  |?ey  arest  ne  *  rescue ; 

At  Totenes  toke  l?ey  hauen  &  *  lond ; 

Al  ^ede  to  dep  pat  by-forn  hem*  fond. 

In  pe  oontres  )?ey  spredde  aboute; 

To  go  to  del?  ^  al  was  in  doute ; 

Robes  )?ey  refte,  armure  J^y  tok,® 

Tounes  brente,  houses  doun  schok.^ 

pe  contres  traucrsed  J?ey  ouerjn^rert, 

Ouer  al  was  wo,  &  no  whar  ^  quert ; 

Deneschire,®  &  Somcrsete, 

&  a  partie  of  Dorsete, 

Al  j?ey  wastes,®  &  robbed  pe  god  ; 

Was  per  non  pat  hem  wyjistod; 

pe  knyghte  pat  aughten  haue'^  ben  at 

To  Scotland  wyj?  Arjm^'  )7ey  nom. 

pe  Saxons  dide  so  mykel  sca)>e, 

pey  robbed  in  to  pe  toun  of  Ba|?e  ; 

Bot  J?ey  of  BaJ?e  held  J>em  wy]K)ute, 
,  &  J?ey  byseged  hit  alle  aboute.  10,000 

JT  Arthur  werred  vpon  pe  Scottes, 

ffbr  )7ey  had  don  as  foule  ^^  sottes, 

Holpen'*  ColgWm  &  Cheldryk, 

&  ageyns  per  lord  do  so  wyk;  10,004 


bat  ailerwards 
traitorously 
turn  back. 


land  at  Dart- 
mouth, 


9984  kill  the  in- 
habitants, 


rob,  bum,  and 
99g3  destroy  the 
^^  towns. 


They  waste 
9992  ^^^^°>  Somer- 
set and  Dor- 
set,— 

hom,  the  English 

QAQ/*  knights  being 
^^^^  with  Arthur  in 
Scotland,-* 


and  besiege 
Bath. 

When  Arthur 
hears  of  this  in 
Scotland, 


1  Dertmue. 

'  was  |»er  non  mad  >am  rescue. 
'  Toteneis  pei  toke, 
*  to  dede  bifor  >am. 
^dede. 

<  The  Fetyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 
7  ffnoure. 


^  Douersckire,  (Neversire,  MS. 
dn  Boi,  27  $  Venescire,  MS.  du  Boi, 
7615»-«'  Colb. ;  Wace,  it  60,  L 
9480.) 

*  wasted, 

^^fe&kqf. 

II  peididasfoie. 

^helped. 
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ARTHUR'S  ARMOUR  IS  DESCRIBED. 


.War. 

he  hangs  the 
Saxon  host- 
ages, 

and  marches 
south, 

leaving  Ohel 
sick  in  Aclud 
(Dombarton), 


to  raise  the 
siege  of  Bath. 


Arthur  halts 
his  men  near  a 
wood, 
to  arm  and 
arrange  theuL 

He  himself  is 
armed  in  mail 
foot-,  leg-, 
thigh-,  and 
knee-pieces, 
breeches, 
hauberk,  lower, 
upper,  and  side 
arm-pieces, 
and  an  aketon, 

and  is  girt  with 
Calibum,  his 
good  sword 
made  in  Ram- 
esey,  10  feet 
long, 


Bot  when  he  wyste  |?at  J?e  Saxons 
.  Brek  couenaunt,  &  dide  tresons, 

&  hadde  byseged  J>e  toiin  of  Ba)?e, 
.  Hei  seyde,  "  ^e  Saxoyns  false  me  ful  ra)?e." 

per  ostages  ilkon  he  heng  10,009 

.  Heye  on  galewes,  wyj?  rop  &  ^  streng. 
.  When  per  ostages  to  dep  wer  done, 

Toward  J^e  sou)?  he  hyed  hym  sone 

Ohel  his  eo8y[n],  &  his  meyne, 

He  lefte  sek  in  a  cite. 

In  Aclud,  )7er-iime  he  lay, 
.  pat  was  pe  name  by  )?at  day. 

Wy)?  al  pe  folk  Ohel  myght  spare. 

Toward  BaJ^e,  Ar)7ur  was  lare. 

Cheldrykes  sege  he  wolde  remue, 

His  men  wyjTynne  he  J^oughte  rescue. 

In  a  playn  by  a  wode  syde 

Arthur  dide  his*  folk  abide, 

To  arme  pern,  &  til  ordeyne 

Whylk  schuld  go,  &  wy^  whilk  seyne. 

Hym  self  was  armed  fynly  wel      cieif48,beck,coi.2.] 
V  *  WyJ?  sabatons,  &  spores,  &  iaumbers  of  stel, 
.  Doublet  &  quysseux,  wi{)  poleyns  ful  riche, 
.  Voydes,  breche  of  mailk,  wyj?  paunz  non  liche 

Hauberk  wij?  plates  y-bumuscht  ful  wel,    10,029 
.  Vaumbras  &  rerbras,  wy)?  coters  of  stel, 
.  per-opon  an  aketon  wyp  stof  &  al  sylk, 
.  His  cote  of  armes  J?er-on;  in  world  was  no  swylk ; ' 

&  pen  girt*  wyp  Caliborne,  )?at  gode  brond ;  10,033 
.  A  bettere  cam  neucre  in  no  kynges  bond ; 

Ten  fote  longe  was  pen  pe  blade. 

In  *  Ramesey  &  oper  stedes  pe  merke  ys  ymade ;  ^ 


10,012 


10,016 


10,020 


10,024 


1  m(h  a.    [leaf  59,  back,  coL  2.] 
2-*  td^h  ffode  chambres  of  Iren  |f 
stele, 
ff  a  Hauberk  >at  non  was  sui  Ik, 
abouen  an  acton  mad  of  silk. 
For  swylk,  1.  10,032,  L.  has  swyik. 


3  Ir  9^rd. 

^  /m  in  the  MS. 

'  in  Rameseie  pe  merk  it  made, 
(En  rile  d'Ayalon  fa  fiute,  Wace, 
it  52, 1.  9516.) 
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ffro  J?e  hilte  vnto  j^e  pomel  10,037 

.  Was  twenti  vnche  large,  meten  ful  wel ;  * 

pe  brede  of  pe  blade  was  seuen  inche  &  mor6 ; 
.  Wond  was  hit  y  Jwt  world  smite  ful  *  sore.'  10,040 

An  helm  he  had  on  his  hed,  no  betere  vp  on^ 

molde ; 
**A  riche  corounaJ  wi)?  perre,  al  of  brent  golde, 

pe  nasel  &  bendeles  of  gold  ful  bryght, 

per-opon  a  dragoun  selcou]?  of  sight ;  ^         10,044 

Aboute  bis  nekke  h^ng-his  scheld, 
.  Pryd-wenne  ^  hit  highte,  many  hit  byheld ; 

per-on  was  purtrayd,  next  hym  by, 

pe  ymage  of  oure  swete  leuedy,  10,048 

In  nede  to  byholde  hure  face, 

Ageyn  his  enemis  to  haue  grace. 

Hys  spere  was  gret,^  he  cald  hit  Ron,® 

WyJ>  an  hed  by-fore,  ful  noble  |?er-on ;        10,062 

Hit  was  long,  &  swyj;e  gret,® 

per  was  no  scheld  ^at  he  ne  )K)row  schet.® 


seven  inches 
broad, 

sore-smiting. 
His  helm  is 
of  jewels 


and  gold ;  on  it 
a  dn^on. 

On  his  shield 
l*rydwenne 

is  an  image 
of  the  Virgin. 


His  ipear  Ron 


will  pierce  any 
shield. 


f  De  recagertuiione  belly  ft  mentis  p^r  Arthnrnm. 


"When  Arthur  ^^  was  armed  wel, 

&  his  folk  dight  ilka  del, 
Al  softly  he  bad  ^em  go, 


10,066 


Arthur  hids  his 
folk 


*  Tuelue  Inche  grete  |>a/  tyme  as 
M. 

2  /  trow  ►a/  wild  smyte, 
>  The  Petyt  MS.  adds  two  lines 
not  in  Wace,  ii.  62, — 

Arthmre  luffed  it  wele  Inouh. 
Mishapped  him  neuer  whtM  he  it 
dratth. 
^omintheMS.    IB.haSyHis  hebne 
was  gode  non  better  on. 
*-*  pe  mue&befor  was  aU  of  golde, 
pe    bendeles   of  gold  bumyst 
bright. 


a  dragon  aboun    sdcouth    in 
sight, 

*  pridwen, 

7  his  lance  grete,     [leaf  CO.] 

^  Roit,  MS.  da  Roi,  73,  Cang^  ; 

Roil,  MS.  dn  Roi,  7615»^-  Colh. ; 

Rederon,  MS.  de  Ste.-Genevieve,  Y, 

f.  10  ;   Wace,  ii.  54,  note  c. ;  Ron, 

Golf  Mon.  vii.  ?. 

*  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 
^^pe^^. 
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adyance  in  an 
unbroken  line. 

The  Saxons 
flee  to  a  hill, 


and  hold  it  like 
a  castle. 


Arthur  dislikes 
this  delay, 


and  says, 
**  This  hill  is 
high; 

but  we  must 
attack  it  at 
once. 


There  are  the 
foes  who  have 
wasted  our 
land, 


slain  our  an- 
cestors, 

assailed  us ! 


Take  venge- 
ance on  them ! 


pat  non  schulde  byfore  o)?er  j^ro 
Til  jTey  come  vnto  )7e  bataillc. 
Bot  )?e  Saxons  durst  nought  assaille,  10,060 

Bot  fledde  vntil  an  hey  hyl, 
pat  non  royghte  wel  wynne  pern  tiL 
pey  helde  \fat  hil  als  castel  strong, 
&  defended  J>e7?i  ferly*  long,  10,064 

As  )?ey  were  closed  wyj?*  a  wal; 
Bot  atte  ]fe  laste  hit  stod  no  stal. 
Arthur  saw  ^  hil  was  taken, 
&  longe  J>ere  |)ey  held  hem  '  waken  ;         10,068 
Tene  hym  )?oughte  pey  fro  hym  brak, 
&  til  liis  men  pua  he  spak : 
jf  "  Lordynges,"  he  seide,  "  pis  hil  ys  hey, 
'*  &  we  may  nought  wel  com  pern  ney      10,072 
"  Bot  hit  were  jK)row  long  destresse. 
"  pe  leng)?e  fayn  woldy  schorte*  lesse; 
Agejm  to  Scotland  woldy*  be, 


"  Ohel  my  cosyn,  fayn  woldy*  se/* 

He  bad^  pern  wyj?  wordes  smert 

pat  [J^y]  schold  alle  ^  be  gode  of  hert : 

"  Lo !  here  byforn  vs  J?an  ar  )70 

"  pat  han  vs  wrought  ful  muche  wo  ! 

"  pyse  are  )>at  han  wasted  our  lond,^ 

*'  pat  riche  was,  &  farre  vs  fond  1  ® 

"  pise  are  pat  slowe  our  auncessours,® 

"  Als  wel  myne  als  joures !  ® 

**  pis  ar  )7o  ^at  vs  assailled,^ 

"  &  often  in  werre  vs  trauailled !  ® 

"  Venge  vs  now  we  se  hem  here ! 

"  Let  hem  abye  •  our  godes  dere ! 


10,076 


10,080 


10,084 


Deaf  44.] 

10,088 


'  unth.  tn. 

>  jf  iong  mot  M  hcild  |>am. 

^  waM ./.  tchorten, 

^watdJ. 


^  mmessed. 
7  jf  badpam, 

»  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 
*  late  ]>am  bie. 
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Lat  )>eym  bye  J?ey  toke  byfom/ 

&  let  hem  now  lese,  for  we  haue  lorn !  ^ 

&  y  schal  ^elde,  ^yf  ]Kit  y  may, 

pe  fals  op  *  pey  swore  ]fe  toj^er  day ; 

per  tumyng  y  wole  rescowe,* 

pat  pey  come  til  Dertemuwe.^ 

tyf  y  may  ought  wy)?  hem  mele, 

Hand  of  hand  strokes  schul^  dele, 

pey  schul  neuere  eft  haue  power 

In  bataille  to  neighe  me  ner!" 


I  will  pay  them 

10,092  l?d,*^.^ 

'         oato,  and  tam- 
ing back  to 
Dartmouth, 

if  I  can  but  get 
10,096  **  *^^" 


jf  De  ocdfidone  Bazonum  apml  Bathoneo^. 


TxryJ?  pat  word  he  smot  his  stede, 
**    Byfom  pern  alle  vpward  he  ^ede; 
Hys  launce  ful  wel  he  bar  pe  point, 
Hys  scheld  byfore  ful  wel  was  ioynt ; 
pe  firste  Saxon  pat  wy}>  hym  met, 
His  dayes  were  no  lenger  set.  10,104! 

pen  bygan  Ar{)ur  to  crye, 
"  A-geyn  J?es  Payeiis,  helpe,*  Marie  ! " 
&  bar  on  hem  pe  breste  byfore. 
After  hym  pe  Bretons  gon  bore :  10,108 

"  pe  firate  strok  pa.nn  ys  myn  ! " 
On  he  mette,  &  m[a]de  hys  fyn; 
pen  myghte  men  se  pe  Bretons  strike, 
&  fellc  J^  Saxons  doughtilyke.®  10,112 

.  Arthur  pen  egred  pern  ^  so  wyj?  sawe, 
ffo[r]  schame  ne  myghte  J?ey  hem  ®  wyj>drawe ; 


Arthur  spars 
10,100  ^P^«^^' 


kills  the  first 
Saxon  he 
meets, 


calls  on  Mary 
to  help, 


and  so  cheers 
on  his  men 


^  For  these  lines  the  Fetyt  MS. 
has — 

M  ha/ don  vs  many  tnuaile 
quyte  )Hzm  >a^  pei  scored  on  tails, 
^Hiothe. 

*  The  Fetyt  MS.  leaves  oat  these 
lines. 

^  to  hand  itrokes. 


Deaf  60. 
00L2.J 


nUS,  helper.  T.helpt 

^felled  pe  sessons  douhtilike:  and 
F.  adds— 

Jlkon  wold  hafbien  pe  breste 
jf  at  his  power  Arthure  neste, 
"*  ^he  pava.  egred, 
^  non  mot  pam. 

Z 
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THE  SAXONS  ARE  ROUTED  AND  SLAIN. 


that  they 
charge  through 
and  rout  the 
Saxons, 
while  Arthur, 
with  Calihum, 


kills  400 
Saxons  more 
than  all  the 
rest  of  his 
army  do. 

Baldok  and 
Colgrim  are 
slain  ;  and 
Cheldrik,  with 
some  Saxons, 
flees  towards 
Totness. 


Arthur  tells 
Cador  to  pursue 
Cheldrik 


while  he  goes 
to  Scotland 
to  rescue  Ohel 
from  the  Scots. 


Oador  goes  by 
a  byway  to 
Totness, 


pey  byhalued  )?em  aboute, 

&  ryden  J?orow  pe  Saxons  route.  10,116 

On  ilka  syde  doxin  J^y  fley, 

&  euere  Arthur  vpward  stey 

WyJ?  Calibom  drawen  in  his  bond; 

Was  non  his  dynt  Jwt  myghte  wyj^stond, 

pat  hym  ne  byhoued  nedly  deye ;  10,121 

per-fore  J>ey  fledde,  &  gaf  hym  weye; 
.  So  fele  he  slow,  &  broughte  til  schame, 

ffor  yas  )?ey  counted  J>at  couj^e  J?em  ame,      10,124 

ffour^  hundred  he  slow,  mo  allone 

pan  his  host  dide  ilkona 

Ded  was  Balduk,  slayn  was  Colgrym, 

&  Cheldrik  fledde  wyj?  mykel  pyn;  10,128 

Toward  J?er  schipes  to  Toteneys 
.  pey  fledde,  &  lefte  al  ^  o\>er  barneys ; 
.  Lyghtly  to  go,  wightly  to  fle, 
.  pey  lefben  al,  &  fledde  to  )?e  se.  10,132 

Arthur  p^rceyued  wel  ynow 

pat  to  per  schipes  j^ey  fledde  &  drew ; 

peii  bad  he  sire  Cador  of  Comewaille 

Take  ten  ]>ousand  of  gode  apparaille  ;^        10,136 
.  &;  after  hem  swyj>e  hey  spedde, 
.  &  ouertoke  ]?o  J?at  fledde ; 

ffbr  Arthur  to  Scotland  went: 

Ohel  a  messeger  hym  sent,  10,140 

&  seyde  'pe  Scottes  bys^ed  pe  castel, 

'  &  hadde  ner  taken  sire  Ohel.' 

Cheldrik  fledde  tU  his  nauye; 

But  Cador  was  queynte  &  wyly ;  10,144 

By  a  bywey*  to  Totenes  lay, 

Cador  &  hyse  toke  pat  way, 

And  to  pe  hauen  wel  ra)^r^  cam     *    Deaf44,ooLi.] 


«J>er. 
3  apniaik. 


^bigate.     Deaf  eo,  back.] 
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Er  any  Saxon  to  schipe  nam. 
Sire  Cador,  J?e  mene  folk  he  tok, 
He  gaf  jTem  ^e  schipes  for  to  loke, 
&  bad  ]7em  ryde^  fer  fro  J^  land, 

.  pat  Saxons  ne  raughte  no  bot  wy)?^  hand. 
Sy|>en  went  he  wy)?  alle  his  ost, 

.  &  y  )?e  contres  kepte  J?e  cost, 
&  kepte  J>em  euere  as  )?ey  come ; 
By  ten,  by  twelue,'  vm-while  )?ey  nome ; 
Armure  &  robes  hadde  )7ey  cast, 
pat  J?ey  were  lyght  to  fle  right  fest; 
pey  hadde  but  swerdes  on  'per  hypes, 
Sone  to  come  vnto  per  schipes. 
Als  J?ey  passed  pe  water  of  Teyne, 
Were  ^y  war  of  Cadores  seyne.* 
When  J^y  hit  sey,  )?ey  held  hem  schent, 
Hider  &  fyder  a-wey  pey  glent. 
As  J?ey  tok  pe  hil  of  Teynewyk,*^ 
per  was  he  slayn,  J^  kyng  Cheldryk ; 
pe  opere  Jwt  wende  wel  haue  scaped, 
To  de)?e  were  |>ey  al  to-fiuped ; 
po  pat  ascaped  to  pe  hauen  vnslayn,® 

,  When  J?ey  com  jTere,  J>ey  were  vnfayn,® 

,  flfbr  J?ey  kept  [hem]  atte  brjrnke, 
In  to  )?e  water  J?ey  dide  hem  synke. 

,  On  alle  halue  wax  J^m  wo  ; 
To  wodes  &  hiUes  fledde  somme  of  )k), 
peym  to  hyde,  pat  non  ne  wyst, 
Tyl  pej  deyde  for  hunger  &  J^irst.^ 


10,148  gets  there 
before  the 
Saxons, 
and  sends  their 
ships  out  to 

10,152      ■ 

He  then 
watches  for  the 
Saxons  as  they 
come  in 

10,156  twelves. 


armed  only 

10,160:;;^,^- 


10,164 

Cheldrik  is 
^in, 

and  all  the 
other  Saxons 

10,168  STar*" 


10,172  drowned, 


10,176  or  starved. 


"When  Cador  had  mad  J^e  centre  clene, 
pat  no  Saxon  were  more  sene. 


Cador  hies 


*  houe. 


»tn. 


'  Dai  et  doi,  trois  et  trois,  Wace, 
il  58, 1.  9616. 
*  Cador  ayne. 


•  tenwik, 

^  The  Fetyt  MS.  transposes  these 
lines. 
7  thrUt, 

z  2 
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to  Scotland, 
and  finds 
Arthur  and 
Ohel  in  Ak]od, 


the  Scots 


haying  fled  to 
Moray, 

to  a  strong 
city,  -which 
they  hope  to 
hold  against 
Arthur; 


bat  on  his  ad- 
vancing, they 
flee  to  the 
wondrous 
LochLumine 
(Lomond), 


He  hyed  hym  faste  toward  Scotland. 

In  Aklud,  Arthur  he  fond,  10,180 

&  Ohel  wy)?  hym,  his  cosyn, 

Of  his  seknesse  warisched  fyn. 

pe  Scottes  ^  }?er  sege  remued 

When  Arthur  cam,  Ohel  rescued;  10,184 

Al  J?e  contre  gan  J^y  weyue, 

&  fledde  a-wey  vn  to  Murreyue,* 
.  per  J?ey  hoped  best  to  be, 
.  &  closed  }>em  in  a  strong  dte ;  10,188 

pere  }>ey  hoped  Arthur  to  byde,* 

A-geyns  pern  what  wolde  bytyde.' 

Arthur  wyste  hit  certeynly 

pey  gadered  ageyns  hym  party;  10,192 

He  hyed  hym  J?ide[r]ward  ful  ^eme, 

&  fey  herd  hit  seye,  &  fledde  ^it  feme 

Right  vnto  fe  Louh  Lumyne:* 
.  A  selcou)?  J^yng  hit  ys  to  see.  10,19$ 


jf  De  admiracioT^e  Imus  Lnmine  in  Scocia. 

wherein  are  60  ^  f[  Jn  ]Hit  louh  ar  sexti  iles— 

>«1«8,  .  In  j?o  fe  dwelte  longe  ®  whyles — 

andineachisle  &  ilk  an  yle  ha)?  a  rocher^ 

*^^'  .  &  a  water  dep  &  der.  10,200 

In  )?o  roches  foules  reste, 

&  ernes  brede,  &  make  ^er  neste ; 

^yf  any  sorewe  or  any  wo, 

Or  any  werre  or  any  }?ro,  10,204 


where  eagles 

breed, 

and  when  any 

woe  or  war 

befalls. 


'  sessons. 

2  Murif,  Wace,  ii.  59,  L  9652. 

'  P.  leaves  out  these  two  lines. 

Cleaf60,back,coL2.] 

*  En  I'estang  de  Lymonoi,  Wace^ 
iL  60, 1.  9660. 

^  The  next  fourteen  lines  are  not 
represented  in  the  MS.  du  Boi,  S7, 


but  are  in  four  of  De  Lincy's  other 
MSS.,  du  Roi,  73,  Cang6;  7515"- 
Colb. ;  de  PArs.  17,  B.-L.;  de 
Ste.-Genev.  Y.  f.  10.  Wacey  ii.  61, 
note  a. 

^in^pei  dueUed  long. 

'  rochere. 
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Scbal  in  Jwt  lond  tyde  or  gynne, 

Alle  )?e  ernes  ]>ai  brede  J^r-inne 

Schul  crie  &  ^elle,  &  make  rere,     [ieafM.bwk,ooLi.] 

pat  al  ye  centre  aboute  scbal  here,  10,208 

&  feighte  to-gydere  four  dales  or  fyue, 

,  &  al  to-pulle  J>e  fe);eres/  &  ryue. 
pys  loub,  Luminie  men  calle, 
Sexti  watres  fer-inne  falle, 
&  alle  dwells  jTcr-inne  ilkon; 
Non  rennes  out  to  )?e  se  but  on. 
Wy)?ynne  Jis  lough  had  J^ey  dwellynge,* 
pe  Scottes,  for  Arthur  our6  kynge.*  10,216 

Arthur  byseged  aHe  )?e  loughes, 
&  gadered  botes,  chalans,'  &  trowes, 

,  pat  non  myghte  brynge  )?em  ne  gyue 

.  Mete  ne  drynke,  wy)?al  to  lyue.  10,220 

So  wyjjynne  a  lytel  while 
So  mykel  hunger  was  yn  )?e  ile, 
Men  sey^  by  hundredes  &  }K)usandes 
Ly*  ded  for  hunger  on  Jie  sandes;  10,224 

.  Men  seye  |?em  go  &  fiJlc  right  doun  * 

.  flTor  hunger,  fat  was  lord  of  toun.* 


these  eagles 
cry  and  yell, 


and  fight  for 
four  or  fiye 
days. 

10,21 2  S»^  streams 
also  &11  into 
Loch  Lumine. 


Here  Arthur 


bemeges  the 
Scott, 

collecting  all 
the  boats  and 
barges  so  that 
no  food  may 
get  to  the  Isles. 


The  Scott  soon 
die  by  hundreds 
and  tiiousands. 


pwylomar,*  )?e  Irische  kynge, 
,  ^  Com  oner  fe  se  wyj?  many  lordyng 

To  helpe  J?e  Saxons^  in  ^er  nede. 
•  Lytel,  y  wene,  myghte  )?ey  ®  spede ! 

He  aryued*  vp  by  Jwt  cost 

per  Arthur  lay,  &  al  his  host. 


The  Irish  king 


10,228 


lands  with  a 

ibrce  to  help 

10,232  the  Saxons ; 


*  )>et  fedres, 

'  P.  leayes  out  these  lines. 

'The  heavily-laden  boatt  that 
navigate  the  Seine  from  Paris  to 
Hayre,  are  still  called  chalans,  De 
lincy,  Wace,  il  61,  note  *, 

*  $auh  )>am. 


*  Diramaums,  Wace,  (ii.  61,  I. 
9690),  MS.  da  Roi,  27;  Gillamnras, 
MS.  da  Roi,  78,  Cang^ ;  GhiUo- 
maras,  MS.  da  Roi,  7516»-»-  CJolb. 

^  scoUis, 

^ryued. 
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but  Arthur 
soon  drives 
them  back  to 
Ireland, 


Arthur  &  hyse  a-geyn  hym  nomen^ 
Bet  J?e  Irische  wer  sone  ouer-comen; 
He  dide  ^e  Irische  wy)?  force  to  fle 
A-geyn  tU  Irland,  oner  ye  se. 


10,236 


Arthur  keeps 
up  his  siege  of 
the  Isles ; 
but  bishops 


aud  ladies  bare- 
foot and  bare- 
headed, 


with  young 

children,  come 

weeping, 

fall  at  Arthur*8 

feet,  and  pray 

him  to  have 

mercy: 


**  Give  us  those 
who  live  I  Let 
not  all  die ! 
Let  us  not  buy 
so  dear  the 
Saxons*  felony! 
Not  by  our  will 
did  they  harm 
you. 

They  harmed 


jf  De  vastacioT^  Scocie,  &  lame^^tacio^  Sootortim. 

out  ^yt  Arthur  nought  ne  left 

^  pat  he  )?e  Scottes  byseged  eft. 

pen  come  J?e  byschopes  of  )?e  land, 

&  religious  relikes  bryngand,  10,240 

And  preyed  Arthur  of  mercy ; 

&  als  wy)?  hem  com  many  ledy, 

Alle  barfot,  &  bare  )7e^  heued, 

per  her  to-rent,*  or  litel  leued  ;  10,244 

^OBge  childre  wyj?  hem  brought, 

&  reuly  gretyng,'  mercy  bysought, 

Mekely  fuile  doun  til  his  fet. 

Byschops,  abbotes,  &  ladis*  alle  gret,         10,248 

&  asked  hym  'mercy  &  pes, 

'  To  saue  Jk)  childre  helples : 

"  pyse  ladies  fat  Jds  sorewe  haue, 

"  ^eld  J>em  J?er  lordes,  J?er  lyues*  to  saue!  10,252 
.  "  teld  vs  Jk)  }?at  are  on  lyue !  ® 
.  "  Let  hem  nought  alle  to  de^e  dryue !  ® 

"  Let  vs  nought  alle  so  dere  a-bye^ 

«  pe  false  Saxons  felonye!  10,256 

"  ffor  hit  was  neuere  by  our  wille 

**  pat  J?ey  com  here  to  do  ^ow  ylle ! 

"  Of  J?er  comyng  had  we  no  frame, 

"  per  dwellyng  dide  vs  mykel  schame;      10,260 


^^aUbare,     [leaf  61.] 
'  vest^ures  descirees,  Waccy  ii.  62, 
1.  9706,  MS.  du  Roi,  73,  Can'ge. 
'  gretand, 
*  ahot  ^. 


^  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
Imes. 
'  bie. 
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"  Al  day  were  we  wy)?  hem  noyed, 

"  Our6  lyf[e]lode^  )?ey  ete  &  stroyed,  eat  our  living, 

"  Catel  }>ey  bar  a-wey,  &  spended;  and  spent  our 

"  Had  we  non  heued*  )?at  vs  defended !  10,264^^''^' 

"  pat  we  }em  halp,*  ys  no  trespas ;  [if.44.bk.,coL2.] 

*'  Maugre  oures,  forsoJ>e  hit  was;  in  spite  of  us, 

"  peir  force  was  more  Jwtn  oures^  ^Sfw^^"*^ 

"  We  nyste  of  non  to  haue  socoures.  10,268 

"  ^e  wot  J?ey  are  of  J^  lawe  Payen,  They  are 

"  &  we,  as  ^e,  ar  men  Crysten ;  offiJI! 

"  per-fore  J?ey  dide  va  J?e  more  wo.  therefore  they 

"  At  ilka  tyme,  boj^e  to  &  fro,  10,272  ^^ '^ '''^• 

"  Wo  dude  )?ey  vs !  &  worse  haue  [we]  *  now !   But  we  suffer 

«  &  Ht  ys  non  honur  til  ^ow,  J^S^youT 

"  Vs  to  slo  )>at  crye  mercy, 

"  &  deye  for  hunger  so  deolfoly.  10,276  and  die  for 

*'  pou  hast  vs  woiinen  ;  lef  vs  J?e  lyf,  Lweus  life  ! 

*'  Lord  to  lady,  husebande  to  wyf  I 

"  &}  gyue  vs  lond  on  for  to  lyue  !  Give  us  land  to 

.  "  Trewe  hostage  we  wol  J>e  gyue.  10,280  ^^^  """^  * 

. "  porow  righte  reson  )?ou  scholde  vs  spare, 

**  ffor  we  ar  Cristen  as  ^e  are;  We  are 

«  &  ^yf  we  deye  in  swylk  destresse,  ^^""'^ 

"  Cristendam  ys  mykel  )?e  lesse  ;  10,284  l>e8troy  not 

"  pan.  ys  \>y  peryl  mykel  ]fe^  more,  ^Anot""^ 

.  "  pat  ^u  wra)>est®  Crist  so  sore."  Christ  i" 

A  rthur  wiste  pey  seide  i-eson,  Arthur 

•  -^    &  wel  excused  hem  of  )?e  Saxon.  10,288 
flTor  byschope  &  clerkes  )?at  hym  bysought, 

&  J^  relikes  ^at  )?ey  brought, 

.  &  of  ]7e  lauedies  ^  hym  rewed  sore,  pities  the  ladies 

•  &  ^onge  childre  }?at  ]>er  wore,  10,292  ^^i^^ 


1  U/elade, 

^  we  had  no  hede. 

'  serns,  Wace,  ii.  63, 1.  9736. 


■•  wars  hafwe, 

^  p€  periU  n^keU.    aeafei.ooLa.] 

^  wretkis,  ^  ladie$. 
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and  grants 
them  all  they 
ask. 

Ohel  tells 
Arthur 

that  he  wonders 
at  the  Lake, 
its  isles, 


and  eagles, 
with  their  cry. 

Ohel  thinks  it 
a  wonder. 

Bat  Arthur 
tells  him  of 
a  greater : 

a  20-foot 
square  Loch 
with  four 
comers, 


in  each  of 
which  is  a 
different  kind 
offish; 

and  none  of 
the  four  kinds 
ever  mix  with 
another, 

though  there's 
no  partition 
between  them. 


What  the 
reason  of  it  is, 
Arthur  doesn't 
know. 


He  graunted  J?em  alia  )?at  )?ey  ches, 

Lyf  &  lymes,  &  his  pes. 

jf  Ohel  byheld  J?e  lough,  )?at  lake,    De  primo 

&  til  Arthur  j7er-of  he  spak  :        Lacu  in  Scocm. 

*'  Arthur,"  he  seyde,  "y  haue  merueilk     10,296 

"  Of  ]na  lough  &  of  |is  entaiUe : 

"  So  many  yles,  y  telde  sexty, 

"  &  ilkon  ha)?  a  roche  hey;  10,300 

"  &  so  manye  ernes  nestes, 

**  &  ]>er  cri  J?at  ilkon  kestes: 

"  A  wonder  me  )7ynkeJ?  hit^  may  be,         10,304! 

"  Of  ilka  J?yng  pat  y  se  ! "  De  secundo 

jf  peu  seyde  Arthur  vnto  Ohel,        Lacaibid^^. 

"  Of  J^is  ne  me^nieille)?  me  no  del ;  ^ 

"  But  of  an  oJ?er  ys  selcouj?  mora, 

"  &  so  schaltow  seye  wheu  Jwu  comes  |?ore : 

"  pat  lough  ys  here  yn  )7ys  centre,  10,309 

"  Comerd  as  a  cheker  quarre ; 

"  Twenty  fot  of  leng)7e,  as  j^e^  brede,  es, 

"  &  fyue  fot  hit  haj?  of  depnes  ;  10,812 

"  In  )?e  water,  atte*  comers, 

"  Are  fisches  inne  foure  maners: 

"  po  J?at  are  y  J?at  o  corner, 

"  Neuer  more  come  J?at  oper  ner;  10,316 

"  Ne  pe  fisches  alle  foure, 

"  Ne  wyp  oJ?er  menge  ne  voure;^ 

"  Ne  no  partyng  ys  pern  bytwene 

"  Of  erpe  ne  ston,  but  water  clene,  10,320 

"  Ne  o^r  J?yng  Jwt  may  bywyte,® 

"  pat  myghte  per  mengyng  wyJHsitte ; 

"  I  ne  wot  ^yf  hit  be  )>orow  kjmde, 

"  Or  craft  of  clergie,  as  me^i  may^  fynde.  10,324 


1  J^tftA  how  it, 

3  me  mervailea  neuer  a  dele, 

3  P.  has  j^,  no  cw.    "  Vint  pi^  de 

lone,  et  vint  de  1^,*'  TFoce,  ii.  65, 

1.  9780. 


^  meng  noure, 

^  man  may  wite,    [Xest  01«  back.] 

7  of  clerk  \>9t  he  mot  ' 
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f  De  tercio  laca  versus  WaXLiam  inxte^  Seuerne. 


jf  "  Of  anoj^er  ys  more  selcouj?,  [leaf 46.] 

"  &  )?afc  lough  ya  in  Jwt  sou)?, 
"  Toward  Walys,  bysyde  Seuerne. 
"  When  J?e  flod  flowes  Jider*  in  ^erne,      10,328 
"  pe  water  wexes  nofyng  on  hey, 
"  pan  |?e  flod  come  neu^re  ]>er  ney;' 
"  Als  longe  as  flod  )?6r-ynne  flowes,* 
"  pe  water  of  J?e  lough  no  Jyng  ne  growes, 
"  In  no  stede,  by  bank  ne  bre,  10,333 

.  "  pat  any  man  may  perceiue  or  se. 
"  But  when  )?e  flod  drawes  ageyn, 
"  &  ys  atte  J^  ebbe*  certeyn, 
"  petine  bygynnes  J?e  lough  to  flowe, 
"  &  ouer  J^  bankes  to  rcTine  &  rowe; 
"  Wy)?  rysyng^  wawes,  &  wy)?  grete, 
"  ffer  aboute  hym  wil  he  wete. 
"  ^yf  hit  beo  a  cou)?  man  of  J?e  contre 
"  )?at  goj?  J?ider  J^  water  to  se,^ 
"  &  fele^®  )?e  wawes  J?at  so  wetes, 
"  Hit  rennes  on  hym,  &  doun  hym  betes. 


Bat  a  third 
Lake  in  Wales, 
near  Seyem,  is 
more  -wondroiis 
BtiU. 

While  the  flood 
flows  into  it,  it 
never  rises  at 
all; 


10,336 


10,340 


Of-ten  of  Jh)  J?at  so  haue  gon, 
Han  be  drenkled  manion. 
^yf  any  connyng®  man  of  Jh) 
Stande}>  stille,  or  sidlyng  can'®  go, 
He  may  stande  on  )>e  brynkes 
Al  so  lange  as  hym  god  jTjmkes : 


10,345 


10,348 


bat  when  the 
flood  has 
ebbed, 

then  the  lake 
begins  to  rise, 
and  overflows 
with  great 
waves. 

If  a  native  of 
the  country 
goes  to  see  it, 
(with  his  flice 
towards  it,) 
it  runs  on  him, 
beats  him 
down,  and' 
drowns  him. 

Bnt  if  an  artfhl 
man  goes  side- 
wajs  to  it. 


>  MS.    tux  with  a   contraction, 
above.    P.  has  wttlBeum  mrahUi, 

'  pan  pejlode  ,  ,  .  iteAie. 
*flewe8  .  .  .  grewes, 
^  (fespe  ebbe  tn. 
'  risand, 

7  Qai   v^   Taut,  le  vis   tom^, 
Wace,  ii.  66, 1. 9809 ;  Si  getis  totius 


patrias  illios,  &cie  versa,  prope  as- 
taret,  Oalf.  Mm.  iz.  7. 

•  conand, 

>°  or  $ideiynge»,  Se  home  i  vient, 
le  dos  avant,  Les  talons  tom^,  re- 
calant,  &c.,  Wace^  il  66,  L  9816-7 ; 
Tei^go  aatem  verso,  non  est  irro* 
ratio  timenda,  Oalf,  Man,  ix.  7. 
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it'll  never  wet 
him  at  alL" 

Ohel  thinks 
this  a  real 
wonder. 


"  Schal  he  neuere  take  ^  scathe, 
"  Ne  haue  wetynge^  ne  waj^e.** 
Ohel  seyde,  "yt  is  wonder*  )?yng, 
"  &  selcouj?  ho  made  )?e  gynnynge ! "  * 


10,362 


Arthur  has  the 

"retire" 

sounded, 


and  bids  his 
barons 

go  home  to 
their  wives. 

His  host  goes 
homeward 
merrily,  prais- 
ing Arthur 
to  the  skies. 


Arthur  spends 
his  Christmas 
at  York, 
has  a  feast  on 
on  Christmas- 
day; 

and  as  the 
houses  and 
churches  had 
been  beaten 
down, 


he  has  them 
rebuilt 


l^an  dide  Arthur  bemes  blowe, 

'^  Homes,  belles,  Jwt  men  myght  knowe    10,356 

pat  he  wolde  )?e7ines*  tume, 

&  remue  his  host  fro  ]xit  burne. 

His  barons  J^at  come  fro  feme, 

He  bad  hem  renne  hom  ryght*  ^erne,       10,360 

To  wyte  how  hit  for^  at  home, 

&  glade  |?er  wyues  whan  J?ey  come* 

WyJ?  mykel  ioye  &  mykel  play 

Wente  )?e  ost  homward  }?er  way;  10,364? 

Of  Arthur  made  j^y  mykel  -pria, 

How  he  was  hardy,  large,  &  wys, 

&  seyde  "  neuere  or  in  Bretaigne 

"  Was  so  noble  a  cheuentayne !"  10,368 

Vntil  tork  Arthur  gan  tume ; 

pere  al  J?e  ^ol  he  made®  soiourne. 

jT  On  ]>e  ^ol  day  he  made  his  feste 

Wy)?  j4®  barons  of  his  geste.  10,372 

fful  mykel  enpeired  was  )?e  toun, 

Kyrkes,  houses,  were  beten  doun; 

per  burgeyses  were  bygged  riche. 

Wast  &  Eyuere  [?]  waa  hit  liche.— ^®  10,376 

pe  bischop  was  slayn  wy)?  J?e  Saxons, 

&  o^ere  manye  religions ; — 

Al  he  dide  hit  bigge  ageyn 

As  hit  was  byfore^^  certeyn.  10,380 


>  latche. 
5  hafwettenes. 
'  sdctmth, 
*MS.  gymnjfnge. 
nutd  \>e  gynnyng, 
^  wild  ^ien. 


V»iferly  who 


^  )>am  wertd  home, 

'fore. 

^y6Umad\*et,    deafei^ooLl] 

^  many, 

^^  toaeten  ff  way  was  aU  o  liche, 

"  tn  )>c  right. 
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Hym  serued  a  prest,  a  fill  god  man/ 

Hys  name  was  cald  sire  Pyran;*         Deaf45.ooL2.] 

He  gaf  hym  'pe  erchebishopes  se, 

&  bad  hym  *kepe  pat  dignite,  10,384 

'  &  holy  kirke  a-geyn  restore, 

'  pat  pe  Saxons  had  wasted  byfore/, 
.  Pes  he  dide  oueral '  crye, 
.pat  non  dide  oper  vylenye,  10,388 

But  in  la  we,  right,  &  skyle  ;  * 

Husebande  men,  bad  he7>i  tyle;* 

ffrankeleyns  pat  hadde  desheritison. 

He  dide  pern  seke^  in  ilka  toun,  10,392 

&  gaf  hem  a-geyn  per  heritage, 

Restored  pern  per  o)?er  damage. 

pre  per  were,  doughti  &  gode. 

Noble  men,  of  kynges  blode,  10,396 

Loth,  Aguisel,  &  Vryen, 

pe  northe  langed  to  J?yse  |?re  men  ; 

pyse  J?re  departed  pe  northe  lond 

porow  Arthures  gift,  y  vnderstond.®  10,400 

To  Lothe  he  gaf  al  Lounes,^ 

Al  pe  contre,  right  as  hit  es. 

Scotlond  he  gaf  sire  Anguisel; 

Vryen  had  Murreue  vntU  ®  his  del ;  10,404 

.  &  alle  to  holde  of  hym  per  l^ynge, 
.  flfor  Arthur  was  per  chef[e]  ®  kyng. 

Sire  Lothe  pat  weddede  Anne, 

Wawayn  per  sone  at  Rome  was  pskune      10,408 
.  To  norise,  als  pe  romaunce  seys, 
.  &  he  highte  Wawayn  pe  curteys. 


Arthur  makes 
Pyran  arch- 
bishop of  York, 


proclaims 
peace  over  all 
the  land, 

bids  hnsband- 
men  till, 
reinstates 
franklins  in 
their  holdings, 


and  divides  all 
the  north  coun- 
try between 
Loth,  Anguisel, 
and  Urien. 


Loth  gets 
Lownes; 
Anguisel, 
Scotland ; 
Urien  ,Murreve. 

All  hold  their 
lands  of 
Arthur. 

Loth,  who 
wedded 
Arthur*s  sister 
Anne,  has  his 
son,  Wawayn 
the  Courteous, 
at  Rome. 


^  a  gode  man. 

^  Piran.    (Pyram,   WacCy  ii.  68, 
1.  9842.) 
»a//e. 

*  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 

*  did  >am. 

*  ^gh  Arture  gift  as  J,  fond. 


7  tot  Loenois,  Waccy  ii.  69, 1.  9874. 
Lot  ...  ad  consulatum  Londone- 
sis,  ceterarumque  comprovinciarum, 
qu£e  ad  eum  pertinebant,  reduxit, 
Gaif.  Man.  lib.  ix.  §  9. 

^  Morey  tiU.    (Morayshire  ?) 

"  chefs. 
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Arthnr  then 
weds 

Genoyre,  a 


cousin  of  Earl 
Cador's,  bom 
of  the  Roman 
line, 

fair,  courteous, 
generous, 
loveljr  of 
speech,  and 

sweet  to  look 
on. 

But,  alas  I 
they  could  get 
no  heir. 


JT  Hie  desponsanit  Onenneaeram. 

117  hen  Arthur  badde  his  lond  iustised, 
''    &  don  aJs  he  hadde  auised,  10,412 

Genoyre  *  he  wedded,  &  mad  hure  quen : 
Norysched  wy)?  Cador  had  scheo  ben ; 
Sche  was  sire  Cadores  cosyn, 
&  bom  was  of  pe  Romayns  lyn,  10,416 

flTor  hure  moder  was  of  Romayns*  kynde. 
So  fair  as  scheo  myght  no  man  fynde; 
T-now  scheo  cou)?e  of  curtesy. 
Large  gynere,  &  spak'  lonely;  10,420 

Of  body  was  scheo  swyj>e  auenaunt, 
.  (Fair  contenaunced,*  wy)?  swete  semblaimt. 
Alas  !  |?ey  myghte  non  heyr  haue, 
NeyJ^r  maide*  child,  ne  knaue.  10,424 


Next  summer 
Arthur  pre- 
pares a  fleet 


to  conquer 
Ireland. 


He  summons 
his  folk ; 


jf  Denicit  Hyberniam. 

When  wynter  cold  was  al  away, 
&  hete  comen  of  someresday, 
&  fair  weder  on  se  to  fare,® 
A  flute  on  flode  Arthur  dide  ^are;®  10,428 

He  seide  he  wolde  til  Irland, 
&  Wynne  hit  al  to  Bretons  hand. 
Longe  tyrae  wolde  he  nought  waste. 
He  dide  somoune  his  folk  on  haste,  10,432 

Erles,  barouns,  knyghtes,  squiers, 
Alle  )?e  ^ongest  bachelers 
pat  wel  myghte,  &  best  couJ?e 
Stonde  in  werre,  &  were  of  ^ouj^.  10,436 


'  (Jenidvre,  Wace,  ii.  69,  L  9882  ; 
Guanhumara,  Golf,  Mon.   lih.  ix. 

^roman,    [leafea.] 


*  conlenance. 

*  maiden. 

^  F.  transposes  these  lines. 
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and  go  forftg- 

beasts, 

and  victual 
10,444  ^^^"^l*' 

King  Gwylo- 
mar  hears  of 
this, 

10,448 


and  of  his 
pec^le's  losses. 

tf\  ARct^^  summons 
10,452  hig  folk 


Ypon  Irland  his  fflute  gan  lende;  pear46,baok,ooi.i.]  they  land  in 

Swy)?e  vp  to  lande  gon  J^ey  wehde,  Ireland, 

Vitaille  to  seke,  &  mele  &  corn; 

Bestes  slayn  to  schipe  were  bom, 

Lyflode  al  )?at  J^y  myghte  gete, 
.  To  sustinaunce  vntil  ]>er  mete, 
.  nkadel  to  schipe  J^y  drow, 
.  &  vitailled  hem  wel  y-now. 

To  Gwylomar,  |?e  Irische  kyng, 

Com  bode  sone  of  }?eir  com3mg ; 

pat  Arthur  was  aryued  )?ere, 
.  Al  his  lond  for  to  coiiquere. 

pe  folk  plejmed  hem  aboute; 

per  godes  were  lom,^  &  )?ey  in  doute. 

pe  Irische  kyng  dide  folk  somoune 
.  porow-out  )?e  lond,  of  ylka  toune, 
.  Of  vpland  &  of  burghe,' 

To  giue  bataille  to  kyng  Arthurghe.* 

When  bo)?e  partis  come  to  J>e  fight, 

pe  naked  Irische  were  nought  dight ; 

Hauberk  ne  scheld  ne  myghte  )>ey  here, 

Ne  fro  1^  arewes  couj^  J^em  nought  were  ; 

pey  nadde  neuere  seen  non  ar. 

O  syde  J^ey  fledde  here  '  &  )?ar ; 
.  Ilkon  made  o^v  agast, 
.  &  coTiseilled  hem  to  fle  ful  fast 

To  wodes,  to  hilles,  J?er  lyues  to  saue ; 

Oj?er  socour  J^y  wyste  non  haue. 

pe  kyng  fley  til  a  wode  syde; 

Arthur  hym  folewed,  &  dide  hym  byde, 

&  al  wy)?  force  hym  fer  tok; 

&  he  swor  hym  vpon  fe  bok, 

To  holde  of  hym  his  heritage 

&  ^elde  hym  ilka  ^er  truwage. 


to  fight  Arthur. 


10,456  The  Irish  are 
naked  and  un- 
armed. 


10,460  They  flee  at 
once, 


to  sa^e  their 

10,464  "'*•• 

Gwylomar 
flees  too;  hut 
Arthur  takes 
him, 

10,468  and  he  swears 
fealty  to 
Arthur,  and 


^washtt.     [leafes^ooLsJ 
'  P.  transposes  these  lines. 


^hider. 
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gives  hostages 
to  secure  it 


p6r-til  he  gaf  hym  god  hostage, 
To  holden  his  fewte  &  homage. 


10,472 


Arthur  then 
goes  to  Iceland, 
and  soon  wins 
it. 


And  there, 
Goneveys,  king 
of  Orkney, 
Doldan,  king  of 
Gothland, 
and  Rumarek, 
king  of  Went- 
land. 


come  and  sub- 
mit themselves 
to  him. 

Arthur  takes 
their  fealty  in 
lovely  wise. 


He  then  returns 
to  England, 


if  Hie  trarisfretsmtf  &  Orchades  cepit. 

When  Jwt  was  pesed  &  bronght  til  ende, 

Til  Island'  [Arthur]  dight  hym  to  wende. 
Island^  sone  al  he  wan, 

flfor  lord  J?ey  knew  hym  ilka  man.  10,476 

Goneweys*  J?e  kyng  of  Orkeneye, 
.  How  Arthur  wan,  wel  herde  he  seye ; 
So  dide  Doldan  of  Gotland, 
&  Rumarek  ^  kyng  of  Wentland  ;*  10,480 

Tyl  all6  J?re  was  hit  told 
pat  Arthur  was  a  conquerour  bold, 
pyse  )?re  kynges,  j^ey  hym  dredde 
flfor  J?e  gret  host  Jwt  he  ledde ;  10,484 

pey  durste  nought  stande  hym  ageyn, 
Ne  )?ey  ne  hadde  non  host  oerteyn, 
Ne  fey  ne  wolde  ^er  lond  destruye, 
Ne  hym  ne  )?eym  to-gedere  noye.  10,488 

pe  beste  consaU  l^ey  toke  on  hand, 
&r  wente  to  Arthur  into  Island,* 
&  for  ]>eyr  landes  made  alia  pes. 
Arthur  )iem  J^anked  )>at  J>ey  so  ches ;      .  10,492 
Louely  tok  he  ]>er  sJle  her6  fewte, 
flfor  )>ey  come  aile  so  wy)?  wylle  fire. 


Tyhen  al  was  syker  &  certeyn, 
Til  Incland  he  twmde*  age^ 


Lleaf46,  back,  001.2.] 

Ingland  he  twmde*  ageyn;  10,496 

&  when  J?ey  wyste  ^at  he  cam, 
Wy)?  ioye  alle  a-geyn*  hym  nam. 


^  us,  Ingelond.    Island,  P. 

3  MS.  Iriand,  Island,  P.  Islande, 
Wace,  ii.  72, 1.  9941. 

"  Oeneweis.  Gonvals,  Wace,  ii. 
72,  L  9945. 


*  Et  Doldamer  rois  de  GoUande 
£t  Bomaree  de  Guenelande. 

Wace,  ii.  72,  L  9946-7. 
'^com.    deaf  e2,  back.] 
^  MS.  ageym.    P.  ageyn. 
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Twelf  ^er  ^  after  )Hit  comyug, 
In  reste  &  pes  he  regned  kyng, 
pat  neuere  on  hym  no  werre  bygan,* 
Ne  he  ne  werrede  vpon  no  man. 
He  tok  so  mykel  of  curtesy, 
Wy)K)ute  techyng  of  any  hym  by, 
]Kit  non  ne  mighte  coTine  more, 

.  Ney^er  )?orQw  kynde,  ne  craft  of  lore. 
In  alle  answeres  he  was  right  wys, 
Of  alle  manhede  he  bar  )7e  pris; 
Of  non  )?at  tyme  ne  was  swylk  speche, 
pat  til  his  nobleye  mighte  reche, — 
Nought  of  )?e  Emperour  of  Rome, — 

.  pat  he  ouer  hym  ne  bar  }?e  blome ; 

.  In  all6  manere  ]Hxt  kyng6  schold  do, 
Non  oper  hadde  such  grace  )?6r-to. 
He  ne  herde  neuere  speke  of  knyght 
pat  losed  was  of  dedes  wyght, 
pat  he  ne  ^erued  hym  for  to  se, 
&  for  to  haue  hym  of  meyne ; ' 
^yf  he  for  mede  serue  hym  wolde, 
He  ne  lefte  for  seluer  ne  for  golde. 


and  reigns  for 

10,600  ^2  y«^"^ 

*  peace. 


10,604 


He  knows  so 
mnch  courtesy 

that  no  one  can 
know  more. 


He  is  wise, 

10,608  most  maniy, 

and  more  re- 
nowned than 
the  Emperor  of 


Rome. 


10,512 


Whatever 
10  K-1  fi  donghty  knight 
lU,51t)i,ehear8of, 
he  striyes  to 
get  him  in  his 
household. 

10,520 


f  Hie  ordinatf^  Tabula  Botiinda. 

inor  his  barons  Jwt  were  so  bolde, 
■*■    pat  al  )7e  werld  p7^  of  }>em  tolde, 
ffor  noman  wyste  who  was  best, 
.  Ne  in  armes  doughtiest, 
Dide  Arthur  ordeyne  )?e  round  table 
pat  ^it  men  telle  of  many  a  fable. 
At  J?er  bord  in  tyme  of  mete, 
Alle  Jis  noble  knyghte  schold  *  ete ; 


For  his  bold 
barons,  of 

whom  no  man 
ti\  KCkA  knows  which 
10,624.5.  best, 

Arthur  ordains 
the  Bound 
Table. 

At  this  table  at 
10,628  meals, 


^  Trente  ans,  Wace,  US,  da  Roi, 
27  ;  Douze  ans,  MS.  du  Boi,  78, 
Cang6,  &c.  (Wace,  ii.  78,  note  a). 


^  netier  no  were  on  him  nam, 

^  of  him  mercy, 

*  >o  douhty  knyghtee  suld. 
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no  luught  sits 
above  another, 


but  all  sit  as 
equals; 


all  sit  down, 
all  rise,  at 
once, 

and  all  have  the 
same  allowance. 


Non  sat  wyj^ynne,  non  sat  wyjH)ute, 

Bot  alle  euene  rounde  aboute ; 
.  Non  sat  first,  ne  non  sat  last, 

But  per  by  per,  in  euen  cast ;  ^  10,532 

Non  sat  heye,  non  sat  lowe,* 
.  But  bMc  euenlyk  me^i  myghte  )>em  knowe ; ' 
.  Non  was  set  at  non  ende, 

.  But  alle  a  round,  for*  alle  were  hende;     10,536 
.  Non  wyBte  whiche  of  pris*  most  was, 
.  per-fore  J>ey  sete  aHe  in  compas  ; 
.  Alk  at  ones  doun  ^ej  seten, 
.  At  ones  ros  when  )?ey  hadde  eten ;  10,540 

AUe  were  J^y  serued  of  o  seruise, 

Euenly,  alle  of  on  assise. 


Ofwhaterer 
repute  any 
knight  may  be, 
whether  he  is 
French,  Flem- 
ing, 
Angevine, 

Irish,  Picard, 

Zeelandish, 

Catalan, 

Provin^l, 


he  is  held  of  no 
honour  unless 
he  has  been 
with  Arthur. 


f  De  gloria  Cnrye  Arthury* 

What  knyght  had  ben  in  al  }>e  werld, 
,  Had  his  los  be  neuere  so  wel  byherd,*^       10,544 

Were  he  ffrenche,^  were  he  Bretoun, 

Normaund,  fflemyng,  or  Burgoiloun, 

Spaynard,  Gascoyn,  or  Angeuyn,® 

Scot,  Irische,  Pykard,  or  Peyteuyn,®  10,548 

.  Daneys,  Nomeys,  or  Selander,® 
.  Henner,  ffryson,  or  Katelaner,* 
.  Arragoneys,  Lombard,  or  Brabaunt,® 
.  Prouyncial,  Nauerner,  or  Alemaunt,®  10,552 

Of  wham  he  held  his  fe,  or  how,  Lieaf^c] 

firo  J?e  West6  [or]  Est  vntiP  Moungow, 

He  was  told  of  non  honour 

Bot  he  had  beji  wyj?  kyng  Arthour,  10,556 


1  pere  bi  pare  euen  kast. 
^lawe.     Deaf  62.  back,  ooL  2.] 
*  emidyfor  to  knawe, 

<  o  round  ff, 

<  who  ofWna, 


^  pofhis  hi  had  bene  wele  herd, 
7fnnkU, 

^  The  Petyt  MS.  leayes  out  these 
lines. 
*  west  vnto. 
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&  hadde  taken  of  his  liuere, 

Clop  or  queyntise,^  pat  knowe  myght  be. 

Of  feme  landes  many  on  namen,^ 

&  til  pat  court  for  worschyp  camen,^         10,560 

To  lere  honur  &  cicrtesy,* 

&  here  pe  prowesse  of  knyghtes  hardy," 
.  &  to  here  pe  £ur6  gestes  ^ 
.  pat  knyghtes  broughte  &  telde  at  festes.* 

Somme  come  to  se  his  fSedre  wonyng,^         10,565 
.  &  se  &  here  pere  selcou]?  J^ynge;* 

Pouere  men,  }^y  louede  hym  alle, 

&  riche  honured  hym  in  halle;  10,568 

ffele  kynges  of  feme  stede  ^ 

Sent  hym  gyftea  for  doute  &  drede; 
.  pey  wyst  hit  wel,  ^yf  J?ey  wold  ryde,* 
.  BQs  werre  durste  no  kyng  abide;*  10,572 

.  Kynges  aforced  per  casteles  aboute,* 
.  flfor  alle  landes  of  hym  hadde  doute,* 

)>at  ^yf  he  come,  he  scholde  pern  lese,* 

Or  gyue  hym  truwage  as  be  wold  chese;* 
.  |w-fore  ilkon  at  per  myght  *  10,677 

•  Aforoed  per  cites,  &  wd  J^ym  dight.* 


To  him  come 
many  from  &r 
lands  to  learn 
courtesy. 


and  hear 
fair  tales  at 
feasts. 


Poor  men  love 
Arthur; 

many  kings 
send  him  gifts, 


and  all  lands 
fear  him. 


jf  De  nobilitate  Arihury. 


■nut  in  fyse  twelf  jeres  tyme 

*-^  flTel  auentures  fat  men  rede  in  ryme ; 

In  }7at  tyme  were  herd  &  sen 

pat  somme  seye,  fat  neuere  haf*  ben. 

Of  Arthur  ys  seid  many  selcouf  And  yet  many 

In  diuerse  landes  northe  &  sou]?  10,584  of  these  strange 

pat  men  holdef  now  for  fable,  tales,  held  fiUse, 


In  these  12 

years  happen 
1 A  KQi  adventures, 
1U,001  toldinryme^ 

that  some  say 

are  lies. 


*  The  Fetyt  MS.  leayes  oat  these 
lines. 


^had. 


A  A 
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are  true. 

All  amt  true ; 

bat  all  am't 

lies; 

yet  all  may  be 

pat  to  good  ose. 

Arthur's  deeds 
were  greater 
than  other 
men's,  and  if 
they'd  not  been 
written  of,  we 
shouldn't  have 
known  of  'em. 
Geoffrey  of 
Monmouth 
wrote  of  him, 
and  blamed 
Gildas  and 
Bede 

for  not  writing 
of  Arthur,  who 
was  greater 
than  any  men 
they  did  write 
ofCsavesamts.) 

Arthur  is 
written  of 
everywhere, 
and  specially  in 
France ; 
but  not  here. 

We  have  to  go 
to  strangers' 
books  for  him. 


But  till  Dooms- 
day shall  men 
write  of  Arthur. 


.  Be  l^ey  neuere  so  trewe  ne  stable. 
Al  ys  nought  so]?,  ne  nought  al  lye, 
Ne  al  wysdam,  ne  al  folye ;  10,688 

.  ^per  nys  no  )?yng  of  hym  seyd 
.  yiii  hit  ne  may  be  to  godnesse  leyA* 
.  More  jwm  dpere  were  his  dedes, 
.  pat  men  of  hym  so  mykel  redes;  10,592 

.  Ne  were  his  dedes  hadde  be  writen,^ 
.  Of  hym  no  }?yng  moTi  scholde  haue  wyten.* 

•  Oefirey  Arthur  of  Monemu, 

'.  He  wrot  his  dedes  )Hit  were  of  pru,  10,636 

.  &  blamed  boj^e  Oyldas  &  Bede, 

.  Why  J?ey  wolde  nought  of  hym  rede, 

.  Syn  he  bar  J?e  pris  of  alle  cristen  ^  kynges, 

.  &  write  so  litel  of®  his  preysynges,  10,600 

.  &  more  worsohip  of  hym  spoke  \>er  was  ^ 

.  pat  of  any  of  ^o  l^at  spek^  Gildas^ 

.  Or  of  any  |>at  Bede  wrot, 

.  Saue  holy  men  jwt'we  wot  10,604? 

.  In  alle  landes  wrot  me^  of  Arthur, 

.  Hys  noble  dedes  of  honv/r : 

.  In  fimunce  men  wrot^  &  ^it  men  wryte, 

.  But  herd  haue  we  of  hym  but  lyte ;  ®       10,608 

.  pere-fore  of  hym  more  men  fynde  • 

.  In  farre  bokes,  als  ys  kynde,* 

.  pan  we  haue  in  j^ys  lond  :*  Detf4fl.ooi.ij 

.pat  we  haue,  J>er  men  hit  fond;*  10,612 

.  Til  Domesday  men  schalle  spelle, 

•  &  of  Arthures  dedes  talke^®  &  telle. 


1  See  the  lines  10,040-7  in  Wace, 
ii.  76-7  iVomMS.  daRoi,  73,  Cang^, 
against  the  embellishers  of  the 
Arthur  story  throwing  discredit  on 
it  by  their  fables. 
^k&tneit  may  to  gode  laid, 
>  P.  leayes  out  this  line  and  the 
next 


*MS.  wryUn. 

^  mV^  he  tD€U  pris  ofaff.   Qt  flSJ 

*  pd  wUd  not  write, 
7  of  him  wcu, 

*  Here  httf  we  of  him.  hot  Bte, 

>  The  Fetyt  MS.  leayes  out  these 
lines* 
^^US.takke.    F.talk. 
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N 


10,616  Arthur  says 


ow  ys  Arthur  of  pleyn  age, 
He  conseilled  wy]?  his  baronage; 
&  his  gode  knyghtes  hym  redde» 
pat  he  had  fostred  &  fotp  fedde. 

He  seyde  he  wolde  ouer  se  ^  to  Fraunce,  hell  conquer 

&  wynnB  hit  al  wy}>  dynt  of  launce.  10,620  ^^^^^ 

Bat  first  he  seide  *he  wolde*  to  Norweye,  but  will  first 

*  pe  kyng  had  sent  hym  bode'  he  hoped  to  deye ;  "^'^  Norway 
"  &  Loth,  myn  neuew,  schal  he  his  eyr ;  for  Wb  nephew, 

"  To  make  hym  kyng  y  am  in  speyr;      10,624     *  * 
'*  His  neuew  he  ys,  of  next  degre,  who  \a  next  in 

"  Of  blod  ys  non  nerrer  J^an  *  he." 
Right  as  he  seyde,  also  he^  )x)ught^ 
He  wende  ^  barons  wolde  so  haue  wrought; 


blood  to  the 
dying  king. 


But  when  ^y  seye  J^at  he  was  ded, 

pey  toke  |?em  til  asioper  red: 

Loth  to  haue,  ))ey  hym  forsok, 
.  &  BXLOper  kyng  }?ey  tok ; 
,  flFor  alle  ®,^fey  seide  wy}>  o  mou)?, 

'  pey  wolde  haue  no  kyng^  vncou}>; 
.  *  pey  hoped  nought  }?ey  schold  hym  fynde  ® 
.  *  Als  godUchfi  as  )?er  owen  kynde.®  10,636 

*  Alyens,*  }?ey  seyde,  'he  wolde  auaunce, 

*  pat  schulde  be  J^eir^  appurtynaunce. 

'  A  heued  )>ey  wolde  haue  ^^em  aboue, 
^  pat  hem  wolde  auaunce  &  loue.' 
porow  ^t  Gonsail  &  )Hit  reson, 
Eycolf  yej  ches,  was  a  baron, 
&  coroned  hym,  &  now  ys  •  kyng ; 
&  }?us  ha}?  Lot^^  lorn  {^at  J^ng. 


10,629  But  when  the 
king  does  die, 


the  Norse 
1 A  AQ9  barons  choose 
A">^^^  a  native  king  J 

they  woHi't 
have  a  stranger, 


who'll  promote 
fdiens,  and  not 
them. 


10,640 


So  they  crown 
By  coif  king ; 


10,644 


*  he  waid  wend, 

«  botfirgt  he  wild, 
'  pe  kyng  sent,     (Sicelins  li  rois 
mon  estdt,  Waee,  ii.  77,  L  10/)52.) 

*  non  heire  bat, 

*  Siehelyn  $aid  jr  I'M* 


7  man, 

*  The  Fetyt  MS.  leayes  oat  these 
lines. 
'  mad  him, 
^^  kuB  gate  ha$t 

A  A  2 
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372        ABTHUR  MAKES  LOTH  RTNG  OF  NORWAY. 


but  Arthar 
declares 


he*U  lay  By- 
coifs  crown 
low. 


ffor  help,"  seid  Arthur,  "  Loth  haj?  bysought ;  * 

ffaille  hym  by  no  weye  wol  y  nought; 

Y  wolde  his  honur  &  [his]*  right, 

&  Jwt  schal  y  he[ljpe  at  my*  myght.     10,648 

Byoolfes  ooroune  y  wolde  abate, 

pat  )>e  Noreys  gef  hym  so  late/* 


Anhnr  and  his 
folk  sail  to 


Norway, 


slay  Bycolf  and 
his  men. 


and  make  Loth 
king. 


Sir  Wawyn 
[GaweinJ,  who 
has  been  at 
Rome  with 
Pope  Sim- 
plicins 


now  comes  ^ 
home  to  Bri- 
tain. 


JT  Be  conquestu  Norgani^. 

Tyl  Arthur  com  )>er  folk  ynow; 

To  schipes  on  flode  faate  )^y  drow;      10,652 
.  pe  wynd  blew,  &  gari  hem  dryue, 

Vp  in  Norweye  gon  J>ey  aryua 

Rioolf  was  god,  &  wolde  nought  fle 

Ne  remue  hym  out  of  'pQ  eontre;  10,656 

He  gadered  host,  for  wel  he  wende 

Ageyn  Arthur  hym  self  defende ; 
.  But  his  wenyng  was  al*  veyn, 

ffor  Bicolf  &  hise  wer  aXLe  }?er  sleyn.         10,660 

When  Arthur  hadde  Norweye  worinen, 

pe  barons  aile  ouer  riden  &  ronnen,  ^ 

Loth,  his  neuew,  he  gaf  ^  croun, 
.  After  Bicolf  )>at  was  doun.  10,664 

Loth  made  Arthur  'penne  feute, 

Als  til  his  chef  ouer  al  }>at  fe. 

jf  Lothes  sone,  sire  Wawayn, 

Had  ben  at  Bome  to  lere  Bomayn,  10,668 

Wy}>  Supplioe  fe  Apostoille  ^  to  wone, 

•  Hontir  to  lere,  langage  to  kone ; 
&  ]^re  was  he  dubbed  knyght. 

And  holden  hardy,  strong,  &  wyght.  10,672 

•  When  Supplice  had  don  his  ende,  [ieaf4«,bMsk,0QLi.] 
.  Tyl  Bretayne-ward  Wawayn®  gan  wende. 


*  hassoHkt, 

^Mb,    Deafes^ooLS.] 

^ihelp  >er<o  )>at  J. 


^oZfe. 


*  pape^    (St  Simplice,  pope,  468- 
488  A.D.    Be  Lincy,  Wace^  ii  79.) 

*  to  bretaifn  Wtaoan  home. 
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OF  WAWATN.     ABTHUB  INVADES  DE]NMABK.       373 


Now  ys  Wawayn  comen  hom, 
•  fful  blithe  ys  Loth  al  of  his  com ; 

Noble  he  was,  &  ful  curteys, 

Mykel  honur  of  hym  enere  men  seys ;  ^ 

He  loued  mesure  &  faire  beryng; 

Pruyde  ne  bost  loued  he  no  J>yng; 
.  Vnkynde,  false,  &  fykele,*  he  hated ; 
.  Lesj^es,  alle  swilk  he  abated ;  ^ 

More  he  gaf  }?an  he  by-hette, 

Wei  more  he  dide  J?a7i  terme  of  sette. 


10,676 


He  is  noble 
and  courteous, 


10,680  hates  pride 


and  lies, 

and  gives  more 

10,684  I^^^^P'- 


10,688 


10,692 


vrow  ys  Loth  in  Norweye  seised, 
.  ^^  &  Wawayn  comeTi,  fat  mykel  ys  preised* 

Alle  "po  men  pat  were  of  myght, 

pat  weren  jonge,  A  cou)?e  *  of  fyght, 
.  &  loueden  ^  more  werre  ]7an  pes, 

Arthur  til  hym  alle  swyche  ^  ches ; 

Of  swylk  gadered  he  many  on, 

&  schipes  on  se  ful  god  won. 
.  When  his  host  was  styf  &  stark. 

He  schiped  to-wardes  Denemark. 

Achil,  pa;t  pen  was  kyng  of  Danes, 

Saw  Bretons  &  Noreys  come  alle  at  anes    10,696 

Wyp  Arthur,  to  wynne  his  lond, 
,  &  for  to  destruye  al  )?at  he  ®  fond. 

But  Achil  jHjughte,  as  kyng  fill  wys, 

pat*  Arthur  oueral  hadde  pe  prys;  10,700 

He  wiste  wel  he  schulde  cotiquere 

His  lond  of  hym,  ^yf  he  come  }?ere ; 

But  he  seide  *he  wolde  nought'®  so 

*  Hym  seluen  ne  his  lond  fur-do,^^  10,704 


Arthur  gathers 
ahostof  yoong 
fighting  men. 


and  ships  them 
over  to  Den- 
mark. 

The  Danish 
king,  Achil, 


knows  that 
Arthor  will 
beat  him. 

He  says  he 
won't  have  his 
land  destroyed. 


1  honovr  of  him  men  rede  &  eeie, 

^/oU^fikeQlesyig. 

'  atuaintoxa  aUe  euUk  he  bated. 

*  it  comen  ff  preised, 

*  in  youth  >a<  couth  ouht, 
«J>a</tt/erf.    Pcaf65,biick.] 


7  Artkure  aft  euilk  men, 

8JV«. 

»  He  savh, 

i<>  if  he  euld  not. 

"  P.  leaves  out  thia  line. 
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374  ABTHUB  WINS  DENHABK,  FLANBEBS,  STC. 


his  folk  slain, 
his  treasure 
spent, 

and  his  towns 

burnt. 

So  he  sabmits 

to  Arthur, 

and  is  allowed 
to  hold  his  land 
in  peace, 

after  swearing 
homage  to 
Arthur. 

Arthur  then 
picks  out  the 
best  Danish 
knights  and 
archers, 


and  wins 
Flanders  and 
Boulogne ; 

but  he  plunders 
no  land, 

takes  only 
food  for  horse 
and  man,  and 
pays  for  it  aU. 

France  is  then 
called  Gaul,  is 
held  by  the 
Romans,  and 
has  no  king  of 
its  own. 


*  Ne  suffire  his  folk  to.  be  slayn, 

*  Ne  his  tresor  spende  in  vayn, 

*  Ne  his  casteles  beten^  doun^ 

.  *  Ne  kirke  robbed,*  ne  brewne  tonn ;'        10,708 

But  {aire  he  spak,  &  wei  he  hette, 

&  wysly  gaf  giftes  wel  bysette,* 

So  l^at  of  Arthur  he  had  granntise, 

pe  lond  in  pes  for  his  seruise ;  10,712 

&  Arthur  y&n  his  seruise  tok, 

Omage  he  swor  hym  on  pe  bok. 

f[  Arthur  was  glad  ]>at  he  )m«  wan, 

So  sone  )?e  kyng  bieam  his  man;  10,716 

But  ^ut  he  jH)ughte  to  wynne  wel*  more. 

Of  pe  beste  knyghtes  he  ches  J>ore, 

&  squiers  bolde,  &  gode^  arohers, 
.  pat  louede  werre,  &  knew  pe  maners —     10,720 

I  ne  wot  how  manye^  ]H>U8andes 

pat  he  so  gadered  y  po  landes ; — 
.  Of  gret  folk  mad  he  purueaunoe, 

ffor  he  seyde  he  wolde  to  f&aunoe:  10,724 

fflaundre  he  wan,  Boloyne  he  tok; 

Tounes,  casteles,  for  hym  pej  quok; 
.  His  folk  so  wysly  gan  he  lede, 

Struyed  he  no  lond  als  he  ^ede,  10,728 

He  tok  no  )^g  fer  ne  hende. 

But  mete  &  drynke,  &  hors  prouende; 

lit  toke  J>ei  non  wyp  no  maistrie, 

But  bought  hit  J^ere  hit  was  to  bya  10,732 

pat  tyme  pat  )ns  chaunce  gan  falle, 

pat  now  hat  ffraunce,  ]h>  hight  hit  Qalle; 

pe  Bomayns  )?at  ilke  tyme  hit  held,  cif.4«,b]uooLs.] 

Was  per''  no  kyng  bar  croune  ne  scheld;  10,736 


1  becasten, 

3  to  robbe, 

3  giftes  gafff  wisly  seite, 

*  he  wild  wyn. 


^  godeff  slie. 

^  pe  hundrethes  ne. 

7  pan.     [lear6a,bMk,ooL8.3 
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ABTHUB  DEFEATS  FROLLE  WHO  RULES  FBANCE.  375 

.  &  ilk  ^er  toke  J?ey  J?6r-of  truage, 
.  Sy}?en^  lulios  wan  hit  in  s^ruage. 


if  De  ffiroUo,  Bomano  S^;6nt^  fEroncie. 

TTOoUe,  a  donghti  bacheler, 
■*"    Had  hit  in  kepyng  many  a  yer; 
To  Romayns*  byhoue  gader^d  J?cr  rent, 
&  at  termes  to  Bome^  hit  sent, 
Or  bar  hit  hym  self  to  )>e  Emperour. 
firolle  was  a  ful  hardy  man  in  stour, 
He  was  comen  of  Romayns  blod, 
He  dredde*  non  pat  ageyns  hym  stod. 
Al  day  tydyng  meti  hym  told, 
pat  Arthur  com  wy]?  host  ful  bold, 
.  &  Jtit  no  maTi  myghte  dwelk  ne  be 
.  But  yif  he  helde  of  hym  in  fe. 
.  pat  herde  ffroUe,  &  was  fill  *  wo, 
.  &  seide  hit  schuld  nought  jwt  wey  •  go. 
He  dide  somoune^  alle  to  come 
Til  hym,  J>at  helde  Jw  fe  of  Rome, 
.  ffor  to  brynge  hors  &  armes, 
.  pe  lond  for  to  fende  fro  harmes,^ 
.  &  doughtily  to-gydere  stande 
.  Ageyn  Arthur  ^t  was  comande. 


Frolle  holds 

10  740  ^^^'^^  ^  *^® 

'         Romans, 

gathers  their 
rent,  and  sends 
it  to  Rome. 

10,744  He  is  a  brave 


and  is  told  that 

^">'*^  stand  against 
Arthur. 


10,752  But  he  says  he 
wiU. 

He  snnmions 
his  host 


10,766  to  fight 

doughtily 
against  Arthur. 


f  Hie  gens  ffirolly  cecidit. 

jf  Hit  was  nought  longe  bytwyxt  hem  set           The  hosts  soon 

Ar^  jTer  hostes^^  to-gedere  met.  10,760  "*««*» 

ffrolle  mysfel  atte  firste  pres,  andFroUeisat 
ffor  ner  alle  his  beste  folk  he  les. 


once  defeated. 


Uen. 
«>er. 
'  iermes  home. 

^  Tight. 


^  Moid  it  8uld  not  to  gate. 

7  didsomond. 

^  P.  leayes  out  this  line. 

^^  ?  final  8  added  by  a  later  hand 
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876 


ABTHUB  PXJBSX7ES  TOOLLE  TO  PABIS» 


No  wonder 
either !    For 
Arthqr'8  host  is 
so  great  that 
none  can 
number  it 


Wherever  he 
finds  a  doughty 
man,  will  he, 
nill  he,  forth 
he  must  with 
Arthur  I 
Some  come  to 
him  for  love, 


and  some  for 
fear; 

and  many 
French  lords 
hold  their  fees 
of  him# 


Frolle  flees  to 
Paris,  his 
strongest  city, 


and  victuals  it. 


Arthur  follows 
him. 


What  y-slayn  &  oner  schakeiiy 

&  nerhande  hym  self  had  ben  taken*  10,764 

Hit  was  no  wonder*  )wt  he  fledde, 

flFor  }%  gret  host  Jwt  Arthur  ay  ledde; 
.  Was  non  )^t  oou^  hit  noumbre '  ne  seye, 

pe  folk  he  tok,  comynge  in  '  weye ;  10,768 

Hit  was  no  lond  Jwt  he  Jwrow  sought, 

Euere  J?e  beste  wy'p  hym  he  brought; 

pat  doughti  was  on  horse  or  fote, 
.  Wold  he,  nold  he,*  for)?  he  mote:  10,772 

Somme  wente  for  his  fair  spechg, 
,  &  somme  for  drede  of  ojw  wreche, 

&  somme  for  he  gaf  largely, 

&  somme  for  his  grete  curtesy,*  10,776 

&  somme  for  los  &  doute  of  ded,^ 

Ejiowlechyng  til  hym  J>ey  bed : 

Of  ffraunce  many  a  lordyng 

Comen  to  holde  ^  of  hym  J?er  fyng.  10,780 


f  De  obsidione  f&oUy  p^r  Arthurom. 

ffrolle  fledde  faste  to  Farys, 

Hit  was  J?e  strengest  cite  of  pris ; 

He  knew  no  bettere  recet  to  haue® 

Ageyn  Arthur,  Jwt  myghte  hym  saue;^ 

Night  &  day  dide  his  trauaiUe 

To  wamische*  J?e  toun  wy]?  vitaill^. 

Mykel  folk  to  Paris  fledde, 

&  Arthur  }?ider  faste  hym  spedde ; 

&  Arthur  vnderstod  fill  wel 

J>e  purueaunce  of  firolle^®  ilka  del; 


10,784 


10,788 


*  toasferly, 

^  couth  noumbre  it.  * 
3  comand  i  pe. 

*  wild  he  ne  wild  he, 

*tant   por    la    noblesce   de  lui, 
Face,  ii  84, 1. 10,210. 


^tynse&i^  doute  of  ded€.  QeafM.] 

7  com  jr  ^Id. 

^  P.  transposes  these  lines. 

^  store, 

^^  >er  pwnteiance. 
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FROLLB  CHALLBNOBS  ABTHUB  TO  FIGHT  HIH.    377 


.  per-tare  he  hasted  his  sege  to  sette, 

•  His  pttrueaunce  for  to  lette. 
Arthur  byseged  hym  so  streit 
pat  ffiroUe  mighte  wy)>  no  deseit 
Of  yitailld  helpe  hym  at  nede, 
By  londe  ne  by  water  lede 
Ner  al  a  monpQ,  as  men  teld, 

•  pat  ffrolle  ^  cite  of  Paris  held ; 
&  al  pat  tyme  Arthur  ^r  lay^ 

•  He  ne  remued  night  ne  day. 
So  mykel  folk  was  fcr-ynne, 

pe  raj?er  bigan  per  fight  to  gynne;^ 
Hit  was  despended,  J^at  'pey  in  drow; 
pey  hadde  no  tyme  to  drawe  inow ; 
ffor  hunger  gan  )?ey  make  mono. 
Men,  women,  &  childre,  Ukone. 
jyf  ffroUe  wylde  as  fey  wolde, 
pe  toun  had  ben  ful  sone  ^olde; 
pey  preied  flfroUe  J>orow*  pQ  burghs 
To  make  pes  wy|?  kjmg  Arthurghe. 
firolle  saw  )>ey  pleyned  )>em  sore, 
&  )>er  vitaille  was  namor^, 
&  seye  wel  )?ey'  alle  wylde 
pe  toun  vntil  Arthur  ^ylde ; 
,  &  Q»t]  ^  )>ought  hym  schame  &  vyl ; 
Hym  self  had  leuere  be  in  paril, 
&  auerirture  hym  his  dep  to  take, 
pan  wjp  his  wille  Parys  fiirsake ;  * 
"  StrengJ?e  of  body  or  wille  y  fonde/' 
Tyl  Axpnr  he  sente  his  sonde: 

*  tyf  yat  he  wilde  bytwyxt  J?em  to  • 

*  To-gedere  fighte,  wyJ>oute  mo, 


10,792 

[toikf  470  and  bcmegei 

him  in  Paris  so 
stnitly^t 
FroUe  can  get 

10,796  ,*?°''=~'^ 


daring  the 
month  that 

Arthur  lies 
10,800  ^>«fore  the 
town. 


Food  fails; 


10,804 

the  people 
moan  for 
hanger, 

10,808 

and  pray 
Frolle  to  make 
peace  with 
Arthar. 
1 A  Al  9  Frolle  sees 
^^'^^^  their  distress, 
and  that  they 
wanttogLyeap 
the  town  to 
Arthar. 
ifkQia  F^oUe  thinks 
AV,olO  he'd  rather  risk 
his  life  than  be 
disgraced. 


10,820  and  accord- 
ingly challenges 
Arthar  to 
single  combat. 


^  §oner  gen  )>er  fauU  begynne. 
(Bt  de  Tiande  poverty,  Wace,  iL  85, 
1.  10,339.) 

^  porhout. 


•  pe  toun  forsake, 
^iuo. 


[leafeiooLS.] 
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S78   ARTHUR  AND  FROLLE  ARM  FOR  THE  FIGHT. 


Whoever  wins 
is  to  have  all 
France. 


Arthur  gladly 
accepts  the 
challenge. 


*  &  whilk  of  J^m  were  ouer-come, 

*  Or  slayn,  or  wyp  force  nome,  10,824 

*  Tak  hym  Jto  lond  til  his  wyllg, 

'  So  Jwt  fe  folk  nought  ne  spille.' 

pat  bode  cam  Aipxxr  wel  to  hert; 

His  gloue  he  gaf  vp  al  so  smert,  10,828 

&  tok  hostage  o  bo]^  partys, 

Of  Arthures  host^  &  of  Parys, 
.  pe  bataille  scholde  be  in  a  pleyne 
.  Bytwyxt  two  watres,  l^fame  &  Seyne.       10,832 


When  they  are 
ready  armed, 
the  French 
fblk  tremhle, 


and  pray  to 
God 

that  he  'who 
wishes  peace 
may  win. 
Arthur's  folk 
pray  that  he 
may  win. 


Both  knights 

are  nobly 

armed 

for  their  trial ; 


none  better  are 
in  their  time. 


f  De  bello  int^  Segem  Arthnro^  &  fflrollnm. 

TX^en  J?ey  were  armed  &  redy  dight, 
&  were  comen  ^r  J?ey  schold  fyght, 

Men  myght  per^  se  folk  tremble  &  quake, 
.  On  boJ?e  partis  gret  deol  to  make,  10,836 

.  Handes  wrynge,  on  knes  to  *  falle. 

On  Grodes  name  to  crie  &  calle, 

*  pat  he  myght  wynne,  Jwt  pes  wold  haue, 

*  &  )?e  lond  fipo  werre  myght  sane/  10,840 
AipureG  folk  stode  &  byheld, 

.  Redy  [digh]t*  wy)?  helm  &  scheld, 
&  by[sought]e  God  inderly' 
To  [graimt]  Arjmr  'pe  maistri.  10,844 

))y[se  two]  knyght^  J?at  for]?  were  fet, 
N[obilly  di]ght,  on  horse  wel  set, 

.  T[o  afisay]e  pern  how  J?ey  were  wyght, 
[pe  lanc]e  to  reyse,  J?er  scheld  to  ryght     10,848 
[Who  myg]hte  •  wel  telle,  &  so|?  to  seye, 

.  [pat  sui]lk  ^  wer  non  Jwt  tyme  als  pej ; 


1  ofArthure,  (cil  de  Post,  Wace, 
ii.  86,  L  10,274.) 

^  men  tnot. 

'  wreng  on  knees, 

^  A  long  piece  has  been  torn  oat 
of  the  MS.    The  gaps  are  filled  in 


firom  the  PetytMS.,  except  as  noted 
below. 

*  prated  god  interfy. 

^  ho  mot. 

7  Smlk. 
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ABTHim  AKD  HIS  HORSE  FALL. 


379 


pik  o]f  )>eym  was  horsed  wel, 
>  [Had  a]rmes,^  st3X>nge  as  any  stel ;  10,852 

By  sight  myght  non  yer  chese  )?e  best,      [if.^,coL2.] 

Ne  whilk  J^etz^  semed  doughtiest ; 

Ne  whilk  schold  wyime,  ne  haue  }?e  gre,* 
,  By  sighte  myghte  per  non  hit  so.*  10,856 

When  fey  were  bone,  redy  to  smite, 
&  ))er  hors*  sondred  a  lyte, 

WyjF  sperms  ]?ey  smot,*  J?e  bridel  brayd, 

per  scheldes  sette,  )>er  lannces  ^  for)?  layd  ; 

per  horses  at  "per  power  ruTinen, 

pe  partis  wende  haue®  lorn  or  wonnen; 

But  flfrolle  failled  of  his  dynt, — 

I  trowe  his  stede  a  syde  stynt, — 

&  Arthur  smot  hym  in  pe  scheld. 
.  pe  hed  ^  was  god,  &  ful  wel  held, 

&  ffrolle  out  of  his  sadel  cast 

So  fer  so  pe  launce  might  last. 

flfrolle  vp  stirte,  &  sydlynges  glent. 

His  scheld  dressed,  his  launce  vp®  hent; 

Til  Arjmres  stede  pe  point  he  bar, 

porow  pe  breste  pe  herte  he*  schar. 

Arjmr  fel;  he  moste  nede; 
.  He  was  a  fote,  ded  was  his  stede. 

pe  Bretons  seye  he  had  J^at  fal, 

pern  Jw)ughte  for  wo  J?ey  al  to-swal,^^ 
.  pe  er)?e  dunede "  for  J^eir  cry, 

To  passe  pe  water  J?ey  were  redy, 

pe  trewes  to  breke  pej  were  fal  wylde, 

To  haue  gon  ouer  in  to  )>e  ilde; 


Ton  can't  tell 
by  look  which 
is  the  doughtier. 


Theychairge. 


10,860 


Frolic's  thrust 
10,864  "^^^ 

and  Arthur 


unhorses  him. 


10,868 

Frolle  jumps 
up, 

stabs  Arthur's 
10,872^^"®' 

and  Arthur 

fjftllB. 

The  Britons 
shriek  for  woe, 


10,876 


10,880 


want  to  cross 
the  riyer,  and 
break  the  truce. 


1  «n  arme8. 

*  The  Fetyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 


lines. 

*  horses, 

*  MS.  snot. 
^<m  lance. 


F«  smote. 


^ait.     Deaf  6^  back.] 

7  Iren. 

^  schelde  dighi  his  lance  he. 

»o  to  sualle, 
^^  stonyed. 
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380      ABTHX7B  CLEAVES  FfiOLLE  TO  THE  CHEST. 


Bat  Arthur  is 
soon  up  again, 


draws  Calibum, 


and  attacks 
FroUe. 


Frolle  strikes 
Arthur, 


cleaves  his 
helm,  basd- 
net  and  ooif^ 
and  cats  into 
Arthar's  fore- 
head. 


.  But  fey  sawe  hym  sone  vp  a-geyn ; 

.  pey  wyjwtod  }?e7t,  &  w^re  fisiyn.   • 

.  When  he  was  vp,  he  .hadde  no  rest^ 

.  WyJ?  ffrolle  to  fighte  he  was  fill  prest,      10,884 

He  leyde  his  hand  to  Caliborne, 
.  pat  neuere  for  armes  wolde  scurne. 

per-wy)?  on  flrolle  fill  sore  he  sought, 

&  ffrolle  a-geyn  ne  dredde  hym  nought;    10,888* 
•  Agayn  Arthur  he  stod  &  stynt, 

Nought  abaischt  hym  for^  no  dynt; 

His  swerd  had  drawen,  he  lyft  hit  heye. 

On  Arjmr  he  let  hit  sore  fleyej  10,892 

pe  dynt  was  gret,  for  he  was  strong, 

J>e  fir  out  fley,  \>e  sparkles  sprong, 

pe  helm  he  daf^  &  ^e  basyn, 

&  fe  coyfe  )>at  was  so  fyn.  10,896" 

.  pe  swerd  was  scharp,  &  fill  wel  bot. 

In  }e  forehed  Arjnir  he  smot,  4-,     ♦ 

,  porow  fe  flesche,  vnto  J?e  pan ; 

After  ]>e  strok  ))e  blod  out  ran.  10,900 


Arthur 


gets  angry, 


and  with  Cali- 
bam 

deayes  Frolle 
throa^head 
and  breast 

The  Parisians 
grieve; 


if  De  oocisione  firoUy,  B^egeatis  ttrancie. 

When  Arthur  felde*  pat  he  was  wounded, 

Nojjyng  he  ne^  stinte  ne  stounded; 
ffbr,  ful  of  jre,  wyj>  colour  teint, 
Was  he  ney]?er  abaischt  ne  feint;  10,904} 

Caliborne  he  hadde  ih  hande, 
.  He  tok  hym  byre  J?e  strok  teysande;* 
Abouen^  his  hehn  fill  faste  he  dref; 
Hed  &  nekke  &  breste  he  del^  10,908 

pey  of  J?e  cite  mad  deol  ynow, 
&  J?e  Bretons  J^er-fore  }?ey  low; 


*  abaUtfor  him. 
»  iVbt>er  he. 


*  birpe  stroke  teisand, 

DemrHbMdc.coL2.] 

*  Abaun. 

^tope  girdiU  pe  body  cleft. 
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ABTHUB  BEIQKS  IN  PABia     OWITHABD  HOLDS  OUT.  381 


What  sorewe  so  J^ey  made  al  gates, 

Agayns  Arthur  )^y  opened  ^  gates,  10,912 

And  let  hym  in,  &  sJle  hyse,  [ieAf47,iMok,ooi.i.] 

&  dide^  hym  omage  &  seruise. 

When  he  had  homage  of  lef  &  lo}', 

Hostages  he  tok  to  halde  ^er  op;  10,916 

At  Farys  to  soioume  he  ches; 

Baillifs  he  sette  to  ^eme  pe  pes; 

He  parted  his  host  in  haluendel,^ 

Bytaughte.  he  pem  to*  sire  Ohel,  10,920 

&  bad  hym  *go  to  wynne  Bargoyne, 

*  Peytowe,  Naueme,  &  Gascoigne, 

*  &  Lorreyne,  jyf  *  he  myghte, 

,  *  Assaye  pern  wyj?  loue  or  fyghte/  10,924 

Ohel  dide  his  comaundement, 

He  tok  ]>e  folk,  &  )?yder  went ; 

And  alle  )k>  landes^  pat  y  haue  seyd, 
.  To  gyue  truage  on  pern  he  leyd.  10,928 


bat  they  open 
their  gates  to 
Arthur, 

and  do  him 
homage. 


Arthur  ttajB  in 
Paris, 

bat  divides  his 
host,  and  giyes 
half  to  Ohel, 
to  win  Poitiers, 
Gascony,  and 
Lorraine. 


Ohel  makes  all 
these  lands  pay 
tribute. 


IT  De  ansteritate  OwytardL 

pwithard,®  J^  Duk  of  Peyters, 
^  Was  a  fel  knyght  &  a  fers 
ffor  to  kepe  his  heritage. 
Nought  ne  wolde  gyue  ^  truage ; 
Often  he  tumde  Ohel  pe  vys, 
&  often  of  hym  wan  pe  pris, 
&  often  a-geyn  hym  he  les 
•  Er  p2Ln  he  wolde  come  til^  ]^  pes. 
Ohel  destruide  ner  al  pe  lond; 
pat  he  wyjjouten  castel  fond. 


Chritard,fhe 
Doke  of  Poi- 
tiers, 

10,932  will  not  gire 
troage,  bot 
often  fights 
Ohel, 


10,936 


who  destroys 
his  land 


^mad. 


'  hetaught  he  vtUo, 
^lorengeifW, 


^  4*  l>e  halfmdek. 


•MS.    Owichard,      P.    Witard. 
(Gnitart,  Wace,  ii.  90,  L  10,875.) 
'  he  wUd  giife  no. 
^  are  he  wild  com  vnto. 
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ARTHUB  WIKS  ALL  FRANCE. 


and  does  not 
leave  even  the 
vines. 
Gwitard  then 


goes  to  Arthor, 
Mia  at  his  feet, 
and  does  him 
homage. 


Arthor  wins  all 
the  conntries 
soath  of 
France. 


Al  was  destmyed,  &  al  waa  refb» 

pe  selue  vynes^  ^ey  ne  left.  10,940 

When  Gwytard*  saw  ner  al  was  lorn, 
.  So  pat  he  ne  mighte  be  byforn,* 

He  saw  hit  was  non  oper  bote, 
.  Bot  ^ede  &  fel  Arthur  to  fote,  10,944 

&  dide^  hym  homage  &  feute, 
.  Of  hym  to  halden  al*^  his  fe. 

Sy}%n  loued  Arthur  Gwytard*  ful  wel, 
.  Non  so  mykel,  but  only  OheL  10,948 

po  dpere  contres  south  fro  ffrounce, 

Arthur  ]7em  wan  til  his  alliaimce. 


JT  Eio  remuneramt  Aithmus  brnvlos  &  sermMtes. 


Arthur  pays 
off  his  old 
soldiers, 


and  bids  them 
go  home. 

The  wild  young 
men  he 


keeps  in  France 
for  nine  years ; 
and  in  that 
time  many 
wonders  befiall, 


"When  Arthur  had  geten  alle  )k>  landes, 
&  woTine  hem  wyj?  dint  of  his  handes, 

Til  J>o  men  Jwt  trauailled  sore,  10,963 

Wel  of  elde  Jwt  wyj>  hym  wore, 

tald  hem  }ier  sond  &  ]>er  seruise, 

Vnto  'per  contres  he  bad  pern  wyse.  10,956 

But  fo  pat  were  ^onge  &  wylde, 

pat  neyJTer  hadde  wyf  ne  childe, 

&  louede  to  here  spere^  &  scheld, 

Nyne  ^er  in  firaunce  he  pem  held.  10,960 

Manye  wondres  by  times'^  sers 

Bytydde  Arthur  Jh>  nyn[e]  jeres ; 

Many  a  proud  man  lowe  he  brought. 

Til  many  felon,  wo  he  wrought ;  10,964 

•  Enuyous  men  he  hated  alle,® 
.  pe  mysproude  ful  lowe  dide  Mle.^ 


^pevineU.  ^  Witard, 

'  he  myght  not  be  foltbom* 
*mad.    Deaf  60.] 
^hoidaU. 


«  htfid  to  here  hebiL 
7  eeicouth  he  tyme. 
»  The  Fetyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 
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ABTHUB*S  DEEDS  ARE  WRITTEN  IN  FRENCH.   383 


.  per  haue  men  bokes  of  al  his  lyf, 

.  per  are  his  merueiUes  red  ful  ryf  ;^ 

.  pat  we  of  hym  here  alle  rede, 

.  pere  were  J?ey  writen  ilka  dede. 

.  pyse  grete  bokes  so  faire  langage, 

.  Writen  &  spoken  of  flFraunces  *  vsage, 

.  pat  neuare  was  writen  )H)row  Englischemen, 

.  Swilk  stile  to  speke,  kynde  ne'  can, 

.  But  flfrensche  men  wiyten  hit  in  prose, 

.  Right  as  he  dide,  hym  for  to  alose ; 

.  In  prose  al  of  hym  ys  writen,* 

.  pe  bettere  til  vnderstande  &  wyten  * 


10,968 


aboat  which 
there  are  books 
in  France. 
The  Arthur- 
books  we  have 
were  written  in 
France, 


10,972 

neaf47.  i 
bk.,cL2.J 


and  never  by 
Englishmen. 
It's  not  their 
nature  to  write 

10,976  Frenchmen 

wrote  Arthur's 
deeds  in  prose, 
the  better  to  be 
understood. 


JT  Hie  dinisit  Arthim^  Promncias,  &  dedit  Jindhus 
Comitibt^,  Baronibew,  mmhus,  &  aliis,  secun- 
dum probitates  snas. 


A  rthur  at  Pasches,*  at  Parys, 
-^  He  held  his  feste  of  gret[e]«  pris  : 
Til  alle  po  J?orow  hym  had  lorn. 
Restored  he  als  J?ey  were^  byfbm; 
.  Riche  or  por«,  gentil  or  J^ral, 
.  pat  he  )?em  aughte,  he  jald^  pern  aL 
After  pat  he  was  worthy. 
He  ^ald  J>er  scruise  largely: 
To  Kaye  pat  was  his  stywarde, 
Aungowe  he  gaf  hym  til  his  part ; 
He  gaf  also  sire  Beduer, 
pat  was  of  fe  his  boteler, 
He  gaf  hym  in  fe  all  NormaTwiie, 
But  pmne  hit  was  cald  »  Neustne ; 


One  Easter  at 

10,980  ^^«'  ^^^^^ 
holds  a  noble 

feast 

He  restores  to 
all  their  losses 

10,984'*'^''^' 


rives  Anjon  to 

10,988  ^y  5 

to  Beduer 
Normandj, 


10,992  2^«^  "^^ 
Neustna); 


'  kid fuU  rife, 
^  onfmnee, 
^  no  kynde, 

*  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 


*  At  pe  pasck.  ^fest  of  grete, 
7  had. 

^  paid, 

•  >ai  fyme  men  8(af  it  hight. 

Deaf  05,001. 2.] 
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AETHUB  COMES  BACK  TO  ENGLAND. 


to  Holdyn, 
Boulogne ; 
toBorel, 
Maine; 
and  gifts  to 
nnder-Tassals. 


Boloyne  he  gaf  to  sire  Holclyn> 
And  Mayne^  to  Borel  his  cosyn; 
He  gaf  gifbes  of  honurs, 
&  landes  &  rentes^  to  vauasours. 


10,996 


comes  back 
to  England. 

The  Britons 
r^oice  at 
Arthur's  re- 
turn. 

Wives  kiss 
their  husbands, 
mothers  their 
sons. 


jf  Aenemo  Arthury  in  Ajigliam,  in  Mense  Aprilis. 

j^^ja  When  he  had  feffed  his  barouns, 

&  mad  his  priues  lordes  of  touns, 
pe  nexte  April,  when  somer  gan, 
Til  Ingeland  wente  ilka  man«  11,000 

When  men  wiste  J>at  J?ey  wer  comen, 

.  Ageyn  Arthur  faste  ^ey  nomen ; 
pey  made  suche  ioye,  non  myghte  be  more ; 

.  Hys  longe  dwellyng  J?em  for-J>otighte  sore ; 
Ladyes  kyste  ^er  lordes  swete,  11,005 

Modres  &  childre  for  ioye  gon*  grete, 
Sones  welcomed  fer  fadres  home, 
&  made  al  murthe  for  'per  come;^  11,008 

.  Lemmans  leue  ilk  o]fer  kest,^ 

.  Of  more  J?ey  esed  hem  when  fern  lest  ;* 
Neueus  nyfles,*^  sistres  bro}>er, 
Ilka  frend  welcomede  o})er;  11>012 

pey  stode  in  ilka  strete  &  sty, 
In  grete  routes  men  passed  for^by,^ 
pey  spirde^  at  hem  *how  J?ey  hadde  fitren, 

*  &  whi  fat  \fej  so  longe  waren,  11,016 

*  &  how  J?ey  spedde  of  Jwyr  omquest, 

*  &  what  J?ey  worine®  so  fer  eai, 
.  *  &  how  pey  ferde  in  al  ]?er  wo: 
.  "  We  wole  namore  je  fare  vs  fro."  11,020 


sweethearts 
their  lovers, 


friends  their 
friends. 
Everyone  is 
out,  asking 
Arthur's  men 
how  the  J  have 
fared, 


and  what  they 
have  won. 


>  pe  Matmes,     (Le  Hans,  Wace, 
ii.  92,  L  10,422.) 

*  on  childir/or  /(jy. 

'  a(|>er  toccme. 


*  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 

*  A.-Sax.  n^,  a  niece. 
^ingaahadUiwtenpataedbU^ 
7  to  spin 

^  loftan  P»  wan. 
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ABTHUB  IS  TO  BE  CROWNED  AT  KAEELYON. 
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&  yen  yey  teld  hem  al  per  chaunce, 
How  Arthur  hadde  wonTie  flTraunce, 
.  &  of  merueilles  J?at  pey  had  sen, 
&  in  what  peryl  pey  had  ben.' 


The  warriors 
tell  them  of 
their  conquestfi 

11,024  and  dangers. 


.  ue  lordynges  of  J?ys  lond 

pat  Arthur  bifora  hym  fond, 
.  Riche  presentee  \fey  hym  sent^ 
.  Hys  longe  dweUyng  mykel  pey  ment ; 

&  he  ageyn  was  ful  curteys, 
.  Some  gaf  he  hors  or  oper  barneys ; 

Gladly  he  gaf,  &  largely. 
.  flTor  to  schewe  his  curtesy, 
.  flTor  to  schewe  his  grete  prowesse,* 

&  do  by-knowe  his  grete  richesse,* 

&  for  to  speken  of  his  dedes* 
.  pat  alle  kynges  doutes  &  dredes,' 

pey  conseilled  hym  his  lond  to  somoune, 

At  Whitsonday,*  to  do  hym  coroune. 

At  Kerlyon  in  Glamorgan,* 

Dide  somoune  )?yder*  ilka  man. 

Karlyoun  was  som**  tyme  riche, 

Rome  &  hit  lykned  y-liche; 

Hit  sta,ndep  on  a  water  men  callej>  Vsk/, 

To  Seuame  hit  rennes  by  bank  &  busk ; 

In  Vsk  men  myghte  )?ider  wende, 

Outlandes  fer  fat  Jrider  wol  lende ; 

On  pat  o  syde  ran  J?at  ryuer, 

pat  oper  side,^  flTorest,  ful  of  der; 


Deaf  48.]    ArUwr's  lords 

send  him  pre- 
11,028^*^ 


11,032 


and  he  gives 
them  o£er8  in 
retom. 

To  show  his 
prowess  and 
riches, 


11,036 

Arthur  sum- 
mons his  folk 
to  crown  him 
at  Kaerlyon  on 

11 040  ^^^**^<^y« 

Kaerlyon  was 

once  as  rich  as 

Bome. 

It  stands  on  the 

11,044  U*^? 


and  on  its  other 

nnAQ  side  is  a  forest 
,U45  foil  of  deer. 


1  The  Lambeth  MS.  has  the  next 

two  lines  twice  over ;  first  in  this 

form,— 

Alle  \>e  lordeB  of\M  Lande 
|>al  Arthur  bjifare  hymfondt. 

The  Petyt  MS.  wisely  leaves  oat 

these  lines. 


3  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  oat  these 
lines. 

'  Qa*^  la  Pentecoste,    en    est^, 
Wace,  il  94, 1.  10,458. 

*  4"  Klamorgan,     [leaf  66,  back.] 

'  did  somond  pitUr, 

•)>a<. 

^  oH]>e  (o^er. 

B   B 
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OP  KAERLYON   IN  OLDEN  TIME. 


Its  meads  and 
land  are  very 
fertile. 

It  has  two 
churches, 

St.  Julius's 


and  St.  Aaron's, 


and  at  the 

hitter 

are  learned 

astronomers, 

-whotell  Artbor 
how  things  will 
turn  out. 


Fine  times  then 
at  Kaerlyon  I 
But  it's  gone 
down  now. 


Arthur  resolves 
to  hold  a  feast 
and  he  crowned 
at  Kaerlyon. 


Venisoun  per  was  ynow, 

Plente  of  fyschc  in  water  J^ey  drow  ; 

Large  medes  wyj>  gras  plente, 

Lond  to  tile,  non  bettere  myght  be.  11,052 

Two  kyrkes  were  in  ye  toun, 

pat  tyme  had  pej  gret  renoun; 

Of  seint  luly  was  Jwt  on, 

pat  oper  was  of  seint  Aaron.  11,056 

Seint  July  in  martirdam  gan  deye, 

NoTines  were  at  his  abbeye; 

Seint  Aaron,  per  was  j^e  byschopes  se,^ 

pe  heued  kyrke  of  \fe  cyte;  11,060 

.  per-of  Arthur  was  [J>e]  flfoundour, 
.  &  *  set  hit  in  seint  Axons  honour ; 

per  were  chanons  of  clergye, 

&  knewe  J?em  wel  in  *  astronomye  ;  11,064 

To  knowe  pe  sternes,  per  tente  J?ey*  leyd, 

&  til  Arthur  often*  seyd, 

pat  what  fyng  he  was  aboute. 

He  schulde  spede  wyjH)ute  doute:  11,068 

Wel  was  J?at  tyme  at  Kerlyoun !  ^ 

But  siy  pat  tyme  haj?  hit  go  doun. 
.  ffor  J>e  plente  of  ffysche  &  flesche, 

Of  wode  &  water,  hey  &  gres,  11,072 

Of  housyng,  &  of  oper  aysement 
.  By  water  &  londe  men  broughte  &  sent. 

pen  seide  Arthur  he  wolde  J>er  holde 

ffeste  wy]7  alle  his  barons  bolde,  11,076 

.  &  at  pat  selue  samenynge 
,  He  seyde  he  wolde  be  eorouned  kynge. 


1  cU  sayni  Aaron  W€t8  pe  hisskop 
se. 

«cfcVf. 
^  ^  knewe  wele  of. 


^  Jter  wiUea, 

*  qfitymes. 

*  Fele  was  pan  a  karUoun^ 
"  sen. 
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(f  Exe  quot  'SLege&  Comitea  ft  Baron^^  venenmt  ad 
coronaciim^m  Arthnry. 


1^  he  dide  sende 
ffor  kynges  &  dues,  fer  &.hende, 
And  for  erles  &  barouns, 
Knyghtes  of  castels,  lordes  of  touns. 
A  legat  fro  Rome  was  sent* 

,  flfor  to  make  J?e  corounement/ ; 
Erchebischopes  were  per  yre, — 
At  London^  was  'penne  )?e  se, 
pat  6\fer  was  at  Euerwyk, 
At  Kaerlioun  was  seynt  Dubryk/  ;— 
Of  Scotland  king  Agusel,^ 

,  pat  til  Arthur  was  ful  lei ; 
Of  Murreue  J?e  kyng  Vrian, 
WyJ?  hym  com  his  sone  Ywayn; 
Stater  of  Southe  Walys  al, 
Of  North  Walys  }>e  kyng  Cadwal, 
Cador  \fe  Erl  of  Comewaille, 
ffor  Arthur  hadde  many  trauailk; 
Sir6  Moryond  J?e  Erl  of  Gloucestre, 
Sire  Mauryce  pe  Erl  of  Wyncestre, 
Qurgoynt  |^  Erl  of  Hereforde,* 
&  sire  Beus  of  Oxenforde,* 
Sire  Vrgence  Jje  Erl*  of  Bathe,* 

.  pere  ]>e  Saxons  dide  Bca)?e ; 
Sire  Cursal  of  Chestre  was,* 
Of  Dorcestre  sire  lonatas,* 
Emoraund  J?e®  Erl  of  Salesbury,* 


Messengers  are 

1^'"^"  kings  and 
Dear4B,  ool.  2.]  nobles  to 

Arthor's  feast 

A  legate  comes 

11,084*''°°'^°'*' 

three  arch- 
bishops, 


11,088 

kings  Agnsel, 

Urien  (and  his 
11,092  ^""^^^^^^ 
Stater,  and 
Cadwal, 


11,096 

Moryond, 
Maurice, 
Gnrgoynt, 
11,100  Bens, 

IJi^nce, 

Corsal, 
11,104  Jonatas, 

Emoraund, 


>MS.  Mease  essegers,  P.  Mes- 
eengere. 

^  See  Waoe,  11.  100,  1.  10,563. 
He  giyes  the  '<  legation  "  to  Arch- 
bishop Dubrice. 

>  AngtdH^.     Peaf  66»  back,  ool.  2.] 


^  These  lines  are  from  the  Arse- 
nal MS.  of  Wace,  171  B.-L.  Wace, 
ii.  97-8,  note  (c). 

^  )«<  was, 

•  Atnorand, 

B  B  2 
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Kynmar,  &  Kynmar,  kyng  of  Kaunterbury,* 

Baruk,  Sire  Baruk,  Erl  of  Circestre,^ 

Jugens,  and  &  sire  lugens  of  Leycestre/ 

ErgaL  Sire  Ergal,  \fe  Erl  of  Warewyk/,^ 

.  Hys  men  come  to  court  ful  Jyk/. 


11,108 


Of  the  mag- 
nates' sons, 
come 
Donannt, 
Elamit, 
Kenens, 
Catellus,  &c., 


■who  serve  at 

the  Round 

Table. 

So  many  there 

are,  it  would 

be  a  bore  to 

name  Uiem  all. 


If  De  filiis  Magnatu^. 

Of  )?er  childre  hit  seis  Jtc  Dames ; 
.To  nemne  hem  here,  litel  hit^  frames:       11,112 

per  was  Porfodes'  sone,  Donaunt; 

&  sire  Regines*  sone,  Elaunt; 

&  Coyles*^  sone  highte  Keneus; 

&  Catel  sone,  Catellus;  11,116 

,  &  oper  names  selcou)?  to  telle. 

But  hit  ys  nought  on  j^em  to  dwelle ; 

Pyse  serued  atte  rounde  table ; 

To  rekene  J?em  alie  hit  ys  but  fable.         11,120 

So  manye  ^er  were  in  chaumbre  &  halle. 

Men  schuld  yrke  to  telle  }>em  alie ; 

What  of  ]fo  }>at  y  fond  writen,® 

&  of  J?o  ^at  fewe  men  wyten,®  11,124 

Hit  are  but  fewe  ^at  can  J?em  telle,*^ 

&  Jh>  )?at  can,  yer-to  ne  wyl  dwelle.® 


Of  outlandish 
kings  come 


Gwylomar, 


f  Nomina  B^^om. 

.  rvutlandische^  kynges  )?at  of  hym  held, 
.  ^^  pat  bowed  vntil  Arthures  scheld,  11,128 

.  po  pat  he  wan  wyj?  his  hand,^ 
Gwylomar  j^e  kyng  of  Irland,® 


^  These  lines  are  from  the  ^Arse- 
nal MS.  Wace,  171  B.-L.  Wace, 
ii.  97-8,  note  (c). 

*  here  it  ne, 
•Poraud, 

*  Beffin, 


^Cohel. 

•  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 

7  Outiandes.     [leaf  66.] 
B  P.  transposes  these  lines. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  FOBEIGN  KINGS  AT  AETHUR'S  FEAST.        389 


pe  kjmg  of  Demark,  sire  Askyl, 

Loth  of  Norweye  com  hym  tyl,  11,132 

Goneweys  }>e  kyng  of  Orkeneye, 
.  (By  Irland  he  cam  in  his  weye,) 

Doldan  fe  kyng  of  Gouthland, 
.  &  Reumarek,^  kyng  of  Wentland,  11,136 

Of  Nauare  J?e  kyng,  &  of  Gascoigne,^ 

Sire  Liger,  )?e  Erl*  of  Boloyne,* 

And  of  fflaundres,  pe  Erl  Holdyn,    Deaf48,bk.,ooi.i.] 

Of  Chartres,  pe  Erl  Geryn,—  11,140 

He  was  a  man  noble  &  fers, 

Wy})  hym  come  alle  ]>e  dusze  pers, — 

Sire  Gwytard,*  }>e  Erl  of  Peyters, 

&  sire  Caye,*^  lord  of  Aungers  ; 

Of  Normandie,  sire  Beduer, 
.  (Of  fe  pe  kynges  boteler,) 

&  of  Manns,®  pe  Erl  Borel, 

Of  Bretaigne,  sire  Ohel;^ 

Sire  Ohel  &  )k>  of  ffraunce,^ 

pey  were  of  noble  contenaimce,^ 

Wei  clad  &  arayed  y  pe  richest,^ 

&  horsed  alle  for  pe  best/  11,152 


Asky], 

Loth, 

Goneweys, 

Doldan, 

Beomarek, 
and  the  king 
of  Navare. 
Of  earls,  come 
Liger, 
Holdyn, 
(Jeryn, 


Gwytard, 
11,144  Caye, 
Beduer, 


Borel, 
11,148  Ohel,and  others 
of  France. 


jf  Fro  quaT^tis  comoditatibz^^  ven^m^^t  ad  Curiam 
Aithuri. 

Tlit  was  no  baron  in  al  Spaigne, 

Ne  pennea  in-til®  Alemaigne, 
pat  he  til  Arthures  feste  ne  ferde, 
pat  doughti  was,  &  J^e^'-of  herde ;  11,166 

Somme,  hym  seluen  for  to  se, 


Every  baron 
from  Spain  to 
Germany  comes 
to  Arthur's 
feast 

Some  come  to 
see  Arthur; 


'  kynmare, 

'  P.  transposes  these  lines. 

8MS. -BrA.    V.erle. 

*  witard. 

'Key, 


*  pe  Mans.  (Del  Mans,  Wace, 
ii.  101, 1.  10,691,) 

7  P.  leayes  out  these  lines,  though 
they  are  in  Wace,  ii.  101,  L 
10,593-6. 

^  pieii  vntitt. 
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i 


some  to  see  the 
Table  Bouud ; 


some  to  see  the 
folk; 


some,  for 

Arthur's  noble 

food; 

and  some,  to 

learn  courtesy. 

When  all  the 
guests  are 
come, 
the  earth 
shakes  with  the 
tramp  of  their 
horses. 

Those  who 
can't  get  inns, 
pitch  tents. 

Marshals  are 
busy  about. 


Laddies  wash 
palfreys  and 
steeds, 


tie  'em  up, 
and  feed  'em. 


11,160 


*  be  holden  of, 
'of. 

*  ore  or  J>at 

*  Arthure  courte  was  aft* 

*  about. 

^  stedes,  [leaf  66,  col.  2.]  (soliers  et 
cambres,  Wace,  ii.  102, 1.  10,616.) 


11,168 


11,172 


.  &  to  byholde '  his  meyne ;  . 

.  &  somme,  to  se  on  *  what  wyse 

.  pey  ordeigned  ^er  faire  seruiHe ; 

.  &  somey  to  86  )7e  Table  Bounde 

.  pat  neuere  byfom  Jwt  tyme  •  was  founde ; 

&  somme,  to  se  his  faire  paleys; 
.  Somme,  to  biholde  his  riche  hameys;        11,164 
.  Somme,  \fe  folk  to  by-howe ; 

&  somme,  his  knyghtes  for  to  knowe; 

&  somme,  for  his  geftes  gode ; 
.  &  somme,  for  his  noble  fode ; 

&  somme  come  for  to  haue  bailly; 

&  somme,  to  lere  J>ere  curtesy. 

(f  When  Arthures  court  was*  plener, 

&  alle  were  comen,  fer  &  ner, 

pe  er]7e  abouen^  stired  &  quok. 

So  fiuBte  hors  &  man  yer  schok: 

per  was  puttynge,  ]«istinge,  &  J?ro, 

Wy>  fot-folk  ]wt  come  to  &  fro,  11,176 

Innes  for  to  teme  &  take ; 

pat  non  hadde,  pauilons  did  make ; 

per  maistres  mareschals  ferde  aboute, 

Deliuered  innes  •  wyfynne  &  wyjH)ute;      11,180 
.  Bordes  broughte,  cordes  &  cables, 

&  made  mangers^  to  stande  in  stables. 

pen  mighte  men  se  ]^  ladies^  lede 

Many  fisiir  palfray  &  stede 
.  In  mud,  in  mires,  to  soille  &  dasche,^ 

Si)>en  in  wayers  to  watre  &  waschc,® 

SyJ>en  to  wype,  &  to  mangers  teye,® 

Hey  &  prouende  byfor  )>em  leye.® 


11,184 


11,188 


7  mad  mamores, 

^  pan  mot  men  laddes,      (escuiers, 
Wace,  ii.  102, 1.  10,619.) 

»  The  Petyt  MS.  leayes  out  these 
lines. 
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jf  penuQ  come  chaumberlejms  &  oquiera, 

WiJ?  riche  robes  of*  mani  maners, 

To  folde,  to  presse,  &  to  pyke, 

&  somme  to  hange,  &  som  to  strike^         11,192 

ManteleSy  forours^  of  riche  pris, 

Of  meneuer,  stranlyng,  veyr,  &'  gris; 

0)?er  pelure  ynowe  )?er  were,* 

pe  names  of  J?em  y  ne  wot  what  are,*      11,196 

Lomb  or  boge,  conyng  or  hare,* 

Y  ne  knowe  me  nought  in  swylk  chaffare.* 


Chamberlains 
and  Bquires 

fold  up  clothes 


and  furs,  mini- 
yer,  stranlyng, 


badge,  rabbit, 
or  hare. 


1  e*  mom  when  Jtc  feste  schuld  be,  Deaf«,bk.,ooL2.] 
Come  J>e  Erchebischopes  of  ^r  ®  degre ;    11,200 
,  WyJ?  hyra,^  of  Rome  cam  pe  legat ; 

And  oyer  bischopes  of  mener  stat ; 

&,  right  als  J?e  story  seys, 

Dubrice  corouned  hym  in  his  paleys ;         11,204 
.  A  legat  of  Rome  &  he 
.  Dide  per  fat  solempnete. 
,  When  he  was  corouned  on  pat  wyse. 

To  pe  kyrke  )?ey  ^ede  to  per  seruise ;        11,208 

pe  two  Erchebischopes  fat  fer  war, 

pey  ledden  hym,  ys  armes  vp  bar,® 

&  sette  hym  in  a  riche  chayer, 
.  per  he  scholde  his  seruise  her.  11,212 

ffoure  swerdes  of  golde  were  bom 

Wyf  foure  kynges  hym  byforn, — 

pat  seruise  fel  to  )7er®  scheld 

When  pat  Arthur  his  feste  held,—]'  11,216 

pe  kyng  of  North"  Walys  &  of  Scotland, 

&  of  Southe  WalyB  (pus  wryten  y  fand), 


On  the  mom  of 
the  Feast, 


Archbishop 
Dnbriceandthe 
legate  of  Rome 
crown  Arthur 
in  his  palace. 
Then  they  go 
to  church. 

Two  arch- 
bishops lead 
Arthur  to  a 
chair; 


four  swords  are 
borne  before 
him  by 
the  kings  of 
North  Wales, 
Scotland,  and 
South  Wales, 
and  duke  Cador 
of  Cornwall. 


*  on.  ^  for  res. 

'  stnnkled  wiilL 

^  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 

^  Archbisshop  of  his,         ?  Aim, 


^  Chascuns  un  bras  li  sostenoit, 
Waccy  ii.  103. 1.  10,643  (from  the 
MS.  du  Roi,  73,  Gang^ ;  whence  the 
next  line  comes  too). 

^feU  lik  a.  (Cist  mestlers  lor 
apartenoit,  WacCy  ii.  104,  L  10,649.) 
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Dabriceandthe 
Romish  legate 
perfonn  the 
service. 


Of  Comewaillf,  )?e  Duk  Cador, 
pe  flferj^e  swerd  bar  he  }K)r;  11,220 

paw^  his  stat  were  nought  so  hey, 
^it  was  he  man  ful  wel*  wor)7y. 
Dubrice,  ]Hit  was  a  noble  prelat, 
&  of  Rome  )?e  Legat,'  11,224 

pat  office  J?ey  dide,  J>ey  myghte  best, 
.  Of  dignete  pey  were  heyest. 


Queen  Guenore 
is  served  by 


ladies  and 
maidens. 


queens  and 
countesses. 

She  is  crowned 
in  her  chamber 
with  a  coronal, 

and  then  led  to 
St.  Julius's 
church  to 
hear  Mass. 


IT  De  B^;iBa  Guenore. 

ue  Quen  Guenore,  on  hure  syde 

Was  serued  of  mykel  pryde,  11,228 

ffor  scheo  had  byfore  ynsent 
After  leuedys  &  maydens  gent 
J>at  were  of  hure  owen  *  kynde, 
&  o^er  of  pris  J?at  scheo  rayght  fynde ;     11,232 
.  Queues,  cuntesses,  oper  laydys  mo,* 
Comen  to  mayntene  \fe  fest  )?o;* 
And  in  hura  chaumbre  vpon  a  pal 
pey  corouned  hure  wy)?  a  coronal.  11,236 

When®  scheo  was  corouned,  pe  leuedys 
Led  hire  to  kyrke  of  Seint  Julys ; 
per  were  pe  nonnes  of  religion, 
&  per  pe  Messe  schulde^  be  don.  11,240 


Guenore  and 
Arthur  are 
crowned  sepa- 


jf  De  processione  wrum. 

To  ben  a  twynne,®  so  pey  ches, 
ffor  to  departe  per  mykel  pres; 


3  man  most, 

*  Dubric,  qui  de  Rome  ert  l%as, 
£t  de  Charlion  ert  pr^las. 

WacBy  ii.  104,  L  10,658-9. 
See  p.  387,  n.*  above. 


«  Air  awtH.     [leaf  66,  back.] 
^  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  oat  these 
lines, 
•triih. 

7  |>er  suid  hir  messe, 
^  \>er  to  be. 
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.  pey  myghte  nought  be  in  o  stede, 

.  Sot  folk  vnryde,  &  mykel  crede.^ 
ffoure  ladies  wente  J?e  same  assise 

.  As  J?e  kynges  dide  Arjmres  seriuse, 
flTour  white  douues  byforn  hure  bare ; — 
pe  ladies,  kynges  wyues  ware  ; — 
&  after  J?em  come  oJ?er  leuedys 
Richely  cled  in  pourpre  &  bys, 

.  In  clojTes  of  golde  )?at  schon  so  schene,* 

.  &  opere  in  scarlet  &  in  grene,* 
AUe  wer6  )?ey  richely  y-dight ; 

.  per  was  neuere  seyen  swyche  a  •  sight ! 
® .  I  trowe  yer  were  many  doude  * 

.  pat  proudly  spak  for  noble  schroude ; 

.  Ilkon  *  oyer  fistste  byheld, 

.  And  of  pe  fair^,  mykel  was  of  teld.® 


rately  because 

11.244 1'ir'*' 


crowd. 


Four  kings' 

11  248  ^^^^  ^^^  ^**^ 
'  white  doTes 

before  her ;  and 
after  them, 
come  ladies, 
in  purple,  gold, 

11,252  scarlet,  and 
green. 


Many  a  dowd 
1 1  OKfi  speaks  proudly 
^^^^^  for  her  noble 

shroud. 


De  Cantu  ad  Missam.  f^«^*»^ 

TlThen  J?e  Procession  was  gon, 

pe  Messe  bygan  sone  anon: 
per  myghte  men  se  fair  samninge 
Of  Jh>  clerkes  pat  best  couJ?e  synge, 
WyJ?  treble,  mene,  &  burdoun, 
Of  mani  on  was  ful  swete  soun;  11,264 

Of  yo  yat  songe  heye  &  lowe, 
&  yo  yai  coxxye  org[a]nes  blowe, 


After  the  pro- 

11  260  ^^^^^'^y  Mass 
'  begins. 

Clerks  sing 
sweetly,  treble, 
tenor, and  bass; 


and  blow 
organs. 


'  krede  (crowd).  A.-S.  cread,  a 
company,  troop.   Lye,  in  Bosworih, 

3  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines.  Wace  has  others,  ii.  105,  in- 
stead of  them. 

'  fr  9^y  ^^  behold  in. 

*  Conmion  dowdy  girl  or  woman. 
See  the  Toumeley  Mysteries,  p.  312. 

If  she  be  neyer  so  fowlle  a  dowde, 
with  hir  kelles  and  hir  pynnes 

The  shrew  hir  self  can  shrowde, 


both  hir  chekys  and  hir  chyn- 
nes; 
She  can  make  it  fulle  prowde 

with  japes  and  with  gynnes, 
Hir  hede  as  hy  as  a  clowde. 
«  MS.  lilkon. 

«~«  For  these  four  lines  the  Petyt 
MS.  has, — 

Grete  presse  was  at  pe  procession, 
Ilkon  proudere  pan  pe  Hon, 
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Knights  listen, 

look  at  the 

ladies, 

and  ran  from 

one  church  to 

another 


to  hear  the 
singing: 
they  want  it  to 
last  all  day. 

After  Mass, 


Arthur  and 
Guenore 


cliange  their 
heavy  clothes 

for  lighter 
ones; 

he  goes  to  one 
feast  with  his 
men,  and  she 
to  another  with 
her  ladies, 

after  the 
manner  of 
Troy, 


which  the  Bri- 
tons adopted. 


.  Inow  per  was  of  menestxalde, 

.  &  of  song  gret^  melodye.  11,268 

per  myght  men  se  folk  come  &  go 

To  ye  kyrkes,  boJ>e  to  &  fro. 

Of  knyghtes  &  [of]  *  squiers  bolde 

To  listne  song,  leuedis*  byholde ;  11,272 

ffro  J?at  o  kyrke  to  J>e  oj^er  )>ey  ran;* 

Where  was  pe  beste,  wyste  no  man;* 

At  neyj^er  pern  J^oughte  pey  dwelled  longe,* 

Ne  nought  were  ful  to  hew  pe  songe;*     11,276 

^yf  hit  had  ben  at  her  pay, 

pai  song  had  lasted  al  ]Hit  day. 

jf  When  pQ  Messes  were  bo)?e  done,*^ 
.  &  homward  pey  were  al  bone,  11,280 

pe  kyng  dido  of  his  atir®  jwir 
.  pat  he  vntil  j^e  kirke  bar, 

&  tok  anoJTer  of  lasse  peys ; 

pe  quene  dide  pQ  same  weys;  11,284! 

peir  heuy  atir  ^pey  dide  of  boj^e,* 

&  in  lightere  dide  J;em  cloJ?e.* 

pe  kyng  com  vntil  his  paleys 

&  sat  atte  pe  mete  j>at  ilke  weys;  11,288 

pe  quene  vntil  ano)?er  ^ede, 

&  pe  leuedis  wij?  hure  gan  lede: 

But  custume  was  whilom  in^  Troye, 

pat  when  )?ey  made  feste  of  ioye,  11,292 

Men  to-gydere  schuld®  go  to  mete, 

pe  ladys  by  pern  self  schidd®  ete  ; 

pe  Bretons  had  pe  selue  vsage,* 
.  pey  were  of  pe  Troiens  lynage ;  *  11,296 

.  pat  ilke  vsage  was  at  per  feste, 


'of. 

^  Uste  songe  ladies  to, 

[leaf  65,  back,  col  2.] 
*  The  Petyt  MS.  leav<>8  out  tVPse 
lines. 


*  were  don. 

•  Ure, 

7  Som  tyme  was  custom  of. 
Uuid. 
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•  No  womman  cam  among  "per  geste ; 
pe  wommen  wyj^oute  men  schuld  be, 
But  aermtv/rs  of  here  meyne. 


11,300 


jf  De  nobil^  Conuinio  ft  8endentib^^^• 

l^e  kyng  was  set  vp  at  }?e  des, 
,      per  was  in  fill  ^  mykel  pres, 
But  aboute  hym  pe  lordynges  sat, 
Ilkon  after  his  astat.* 
Kay  was  styward,  chosen  of  alle 
.  To  serue  byfom  J?e  kyng  in  halle ; 
Hys  cloJ?yng  was  god*  &  fyn, 
&  \fe  pelure  of  eremjm;* 
WyJ?  hym  serued  byfore  pe  kjmg 
A  )70usand  y  pe  same  cloj^ynge ;  '^ 
Out  of  the  kechene  serued  sire  Kay, 
&  alle  his  felawes  pat  day. 
jf  Sire  Beduer  on  pat  o)?er  partie. 
He  serued  of  pe  botelerye ;  • 
Wi)7  hjon  was  clad  in  eremin* 
A  jH>usand  Jwt  serued  of^  pe  wyn: 
Was  )?er  non  pat  serue  bad,® 
But  he  in  riche  pelure  were  clad.® 
pe  kynges  coupe  sire  Beduer  bar, 
&  tede  byforn  al  J?at  )?er  war; 
After  hym  come  alle  pe  route 
pat  serued  pe  lordes®  alle  aboute. 
jf  pe  queue  was  serued  ful  richely, 
Hure  seriauntz  were  assigned  ^^  redy 


Arthur  sits  on 
the  dais; 


11,304 


11,308 


Kay  is  steward, 
clad  in  ermine, 


and  has  1,000 
servitors  clad 
like  him. 


11,312 

Bedaer  is 
bntler, 

has  1,000 
11  316  «™"iie-clad 
'         servants  too. 


[leaf40,coL2.] 

11,320  and  bears 

Arthur's  cap. 


Gnenore  is 

11  324  *®^®^  richly 
'         also 


*  about  him  pe, 

*  ilk  a  lard  after  his  state. 

*  riche,  (Vestus  d*un  vermel  sig- 
laton,  Wace,  ii.  107, 1.  10,742.) 

*  pehre  ofhermyne, 

*  vestu  d*ermine,  TFoce,  1. 10,745. 

*  boterie. 


*  >a<  br.mht, 

8  The  ]*etyl  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines,  but  Ihey  are  in  Wace,  ii.  108, 
L  10,755-6. 

'  barons, 

^^  Mr  set  uantz  were  signed, 

[leaf  67.] 
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OF  aethur's  coronation-feast. 


with  carvers, 

coloured 
vessels, 

many  meats 
and  drinks. 

I  can't  tell  you 
all  the  grand 
things,  or 
name  the  bold 
men  at  this 
feast 

However  high- 
bom  a  knight 
is, 


he  gets  no 
honour  unless 
he  has  been 
proved  thrice 
in  fight 

Then  his  arms 
and  clothing 
are  all  of  one 
hue, 


and  his  wife's 
too. 

If  he's  un- 
wedded,  he 
must  choose  a 
sweetheart 


In  alle  oflSces  for  to  serue, 
.  &  byfore  J>e  ladys  kerua 

Many  a  vessel  was  per  riche, 
.  Of  sere  colours,  nought  alle  y-liche;  11,328 

Of  metes  many  manure  seruise, 

&  seer  drynkes  of  ^  ]>at  wyse. 

Al  J?e  nobleye  couth«  y  nought  telle, 

Ne  y  naue  no  stounde*  |?er-on  to  dwelle,  11,332 

pe  names  to  seye  of  }>e  richesse, 

Ne  of  )?e  men  of  prowesse ; 
'Was  ]>er  no  lond  in  al  }>e  werd, 

Of  gode  knyghtes  so  mykel  of  herd.'  11,336 

Was  ]fer  no  knyglit  of  so  hey  blod, 

Ne  so  mykel  hadde  of  wordles*  god, 

pat  }>er  fore  scholde  be  holde  in*  pris, 

But  ^  he  in  dede  were  proued  )?rys  ;  1 1,340 

pries  y-proued  atte  )7e  leste ; 

pen  was  he  alosed  at  J>e  feste, 

pen  schulde^  his  armes  )>at  men  knew, 

&  his  clojTyng  [be]  al  on  hew;  11,344 

pe  same  queintise  his  armes  had. 

In  Jwt  same  schuld^  he  be  clad; 
.  &  his  wyf  clad  y  pe  same  colour, 
.  ffor  hure  lord  was  man  of  honur.  11,348 

tyf  on®  were  doughti,  &  sengle  man, 

pen  schuld  ^  he  chese  hym  a  lemwan ; 

Elles  schold^  he  nought  be  byloued 


*  sere  drinkes  on. 
^  Ne  myght  etonde. 
'-^  Ne  p€  curteUie  ne  pe  honour 
ofcnsdente  \>tt  was  )>eflo\ix. 

Wace  (ii.  109,  L  10,772-82)  puts  it 

hetter  for  England  : — 
De  hiax  homes  et  de  nohl^e, 
Et  de  plenty  et  de  ric^e, 
De  cortoisie  et  d'onor, 
Portoit  Engletere  hi  flor. 
De  tos  les  resnes  environ, 
Et  sor  tos  eels  que  nous  saTon. 


Plus  erent  cortois  et  yaillant, 

Neis  Ii  povre  paisant 

Que  chevalier  en  autres  regnes ; 

Et  autre  si  erent  les  fenes. 

*  werides. 

^  suld  be  holden  of. 

«  Bod.  (The  treble  proof  is  firom 
the  MS.  du  Roi,  7515»-«-  Colb.  of 
Wace.  See  De  Lincy's  edition,  ii. 
110,  note  (a). 

7stdd. 

^  if  one. 
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But  he  had  ben  in  bataille  proued. 
po  leuedys  ]Hii  were  holden  chaat, 
,  Sot  noj^yng  wolde  do  no  wast, 
po  leuedis  were  dad  al  in  on, 
&  by  )?eir  cloj^jmg  men  knewe  ilkon. 


J  1,352 

Those  ladies 
who  are  chaste 

are  clad  all  in 
11,366  ^'*^^^^^'^- 


f  De  diuends  Ludis  ibidem. 

Wben  )?ey  had  eten,  &  schulde^  rise. 
Ilk  man  dight  hym  on  Jnit  wyse 
pat  he  best  eou)?e  inne  playe.' 
In  to  ]>e  feld  ]>ey  tok  her^  waye, 
&;  parted  hem  in  stedes  sera 
To  pleye  ilkon  on  ]?er  maners: 
Somme  iusted,  fat  cou]?e  &  myght, 
ffor  to  schewe  ]>er  stedes  wyght;* 
Somme  skipte,  &  keste  fe  ston, 
&  somme  skirraed*^  ful  god  won, 
Dartes  schoten,  launces  east, 
.  &  )70  )?at  cou]?e,  wrastled  ®  fast. 
Ilkon  pleide  ^e  game^  }?ey  cou)?e, 
pat  mest  had  vsed  in  his  ^ouj^e ; 
pat  best  dide  in  his  pleynge, 
He  was  brought  by-fore  ]?e  kynge, 
&  J?e  kyng  gaf  hym  mede, 
pat  he  was  paied  er  fat  he  ^ede. 
jf  pe  ladies  vpon  fe  walles  stey 
ffor  to  biholde  al  f  er  pley  ; 
Who  so  hadde  lemman  ]7an^  in  place, 
Toward  hym  turned  bofe  eye  &  face; 
On  boJ?e  sides  ilk  oper  byhelde. 


After  eating, 
they  go  to  their 

11,360  s*"*"  = 


joost, 

11,364 

cast  the  stone, 
fence, 
dart, 
11,368  wrestle,  Stc. 


The  hest  men 
n  Q To  get  prizes  from 
^^'^'-^  Arthur. 


Ladies  look  on 
1 1  376  ^^  *^®  walh», 

and  look  at 
their  lovers. 


^  ]ftkt  he  couth  tn  play. 

•  vnto  pefelde  he  toke  his, 
^fyght, 

*  wrestrld.    Deaf  $7,  col.  2.] 


*  skirmed.  (al^rent  escremir, 
[faire  des  armes,  se  battre],  Wace, 
1.  10,807. 

7  pore. 
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Jugglers  are 
there, 

and  mmstrds 
with  clarions, 
tabonrs, 
fiddles, 
cymbals,  &c. 

Singers  sing, 

Fablers  fable. 

Men  play  at 
dice, 
hazard,  and 


chess,  with 
knight  and 
rook, 


crying  "check** 
at  every  mate. 


.  po  on  fe  walles,  J?ey  in  J?e  felde.^  11,880 

logelours  were  J>ere  ynowe,  Deaf4©,bMk,c6LL] 

.  pat  "per  queyntise  forf  *  drowe ; 
^Many  mynestrales  jfovow  out  )>e  tonn, 

Som  blewe  trompe  &  clarioun,'  11,384 

Harpes,  pypes,  &  tabonrs, 

ffy)?eles,  sitoles,  sautreours, 

BeUes,  chymbes,  &  symfan,* 

&  o]?ere  y-nove,  'pat  nemne  y  ne  can;^    11,388 

QeatouTB,  singers,  pat  merye  sang,® 
.  So  gret  muTpe  was,  pat  ouer  al  rang ;  ^ 

Dysoitrs  y-nowe  tolde  pem  fables, 

&  somme  pleide  wyj?  des  &®  tables,  11,392 

&  somme  pleide  at  hasard  fast, 

&  lore  &  wonne  wij?®  chaunce  of  cast ; 

Somme  pat  wolde  nought  of  pe  tabler, 

Drowe  forthe  meyne  for^^  pe  cheker  11,390 

.  Wyf  draughtes  queinte  of  knight  &  rok, 

&  oper  sleyghtes  ilk  o}?cr  byswok;^ 

At  ilka  mattyng^  j^ei  seide  *chek;' 

pat  most  per  loste,  osA,  j  pe  blek.^'  11,400 


1  The  next  20  lines  are  abridged 
from  the  Wace  MSS.,  dn  Roi,  73, 
Cang6 ;  du  Roi,  7516S«-  Colb. ;  de 
PArs.  171,B.-L. 

^~^  MynttrdU  many  uAth  dytters 
glew. 
souns  of  hemes  )>a<  men  blew. 
*  Chymes  ff  synfan,  (Monacordes, 
cymbes,  chorons,   Wace,  ii.  112,  1. 
10,832.) 


^  0>er  Inouh  neuen  ./.  ne  han, 

•  Songsters  \>2d  myry  song, 

7  sounde  of  glew  otter  ait  rong. 

^deez  at 

'  lost  ff  wan  bi, 

'^of 

'^  with  grete  sleUU  ilk  o>er  smoke, 

**  mafyng, 

"  most  les  sat  in  Us  nek. 
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jf  De  donis  Arthury. 

I^re  dales  |?e  feste  sat^ — 

I  trowe  neuere  non  was  lyke*  jwt  — 

&  when  hit  cam  to  )>e^  Wodnesday, 
.  pat  )w  people  schuld  parte,  to  wende  yer^  way, 

pe  kyng  J?em  gaf  his  giftes  riche, 

po  J^at  til  his  s^ruise  were  briche, 

&  for  \>er  seruises  held  hem  at  fees;* 

&  somme  he  gaf  burwes  &  cites; 

Bischopes  &  abbotes,  auaunced  ]>er^  rent 
.  Er  jTan  fey  fro  his  court[e]  went ; 

And  oj^ere  Jwt  of  strange  landes  ^  were, 

pat  for  worschip  were  come  )>ere,® 

He  gaf  J?em  stede,®  &  coupes  of  golde, 

&  oJ>ere  iuels,  |^  beste  on^®  molde; 

Somme  gaf  he  hauberks,  &  somme  grehoundes, 

Somme  riche  robes,  wyp^^  many  poundes,    11,416 

Somme  manteles  wy)?  reyr  &  grys, 

&  somme  masers  of  riche  pris, 

&  somme  helmes,  &  somme  ^*  hauberkes ; 
.  &  gode  palefrays  he  gaf  to  clerkes ;  11,420 

Bowes,  arewes,  he  gaf  to  ^^  archers, 

Rounsyes  ^*  gode  vnto  squiers  ;^* 

Som  gaf  he  plates  &  swerdes^®  of  plyght,   11,423 
.  Somme  gyrdles  &  knyues  ful  ^^  richely  dight ; 


After  three 
days'  feasting, 
people  go, 


11,405  and  Arthur 
gives  them 
gifts: 

11,408  burghs  and 
cities, 
rent, 


11,412 


steeds,  gold 

cups, 

jewels, 

greyhounds, 

robes, 

furred  mantles, 

hauberks, 

palfi^ys, 

bows, 

hack-horses, 

armour, 

kniyes. 


^  lasted  \>e  feste, 

^  UHU  neuer  non  as, 

•  it  com, 

*folA  suld  parte  a, 

^  seruiseheld)>erfeez,   [If.er.bk.] 

^  Abbot  ff  bisshop  auanced  his, 

7  fnu  ofo\>et  hndes, 

^for  lufcom, 

'  gqfstedes, 

^^  non  richere  aboun. 


"  worth, 

**  helmes  (f, 

13  ff  arwes  he  gqf, 

"  Hunces  (?  for  Waco's  chaciors, 
hunters,  ii.  115, 1.  10,890.) 

»*  The  Petyt  MS.  adds,— 
som  he  gqfhauberions, 
som  plates  ff  som  aktons, 

^^  som  he  gaf  knyues. 

^"^  And  som  suerdes. 
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jags,  basins, 
ermine. 

To  Tellers  of 
Tales  he  gives 
clothes,  or 
lions,  leopards, 

bears,  and  apes. 


.  Somine  gaf  he  ewer  &  basyn/ 
.  &  somme  pelure  of  fyn  ereinin.^ 
.  Vnto  disours  yai  telde  j^em  gestes, 
.  Gaf  he  cloJ>es,  or  ^  wylde  bestes, 
Lyouns,  lepards,  yai  wold  )?em  take,' 
Beres  &  apes  bo)^  white  &  blake;' 
Was  }?er  non  ought  worthy 
pat  he  ne  gaf  hym  ful  blej^ely, 
&  after  yat  his  astat  was  lyft^ 
Als  he  rewarded  hym  of*  gyft. 


11,428 


11,432 


As  the  gifts  are 
in  giving, 

and  Arthur  is 
on  the  dais 
with  all  the 
kings  and 
nobles  round 
him, 

come  twelve 
messengers 
from  the  Em- 
peror of  Rome, 


with  olive 
branches  in 
their  hands, 


f  De  Nunoiis  Luoii  Inp^ratoris  Borne. 

Tjyght  als  ]7i8  giftes  were  in  gyuyng,^ 

^^  &  alle  y-serued,  knyght  &  kyng,  11,436 

Arthur  sat  [vp]on®  )?e  des. 

And  aboute  hym  his  mykel  pres 

Of  kynges,  dukes,  erles,^  &  barouns,    peaf4o.bk^coi.«.j 
.  &  of  straunge  lordes®  &  Bretons,  11,440 

.  &  schulde  haue  taken  leue,  &  went, 

Twelue  messegers  til  hym  wer^  sent 
.  ffro  )?e  Emperour  of  Rome : 

Two  to-gydere,  faire  )?ey  come  11,444 

In  to  )?e  halle,  Arthur  byfom, 

Wyj?  olyxie  braunches  in  handes  bom, 

Wyj?  softe  pas  &  [fulle]  seine  ^ 

Gret  yei  Arthur  &  his  meyne  :  11,448 

pey  seide  )?ei  were  **  messegers, 

*'  Comen  in  pes  &  in  faire  maners 


*  The  Petyt  MS.  puts  these  two 
lines  after  L  11,428,  but  varies  them 
thus:— 

som  gaf  he  pelore  of  kermyn, 
8om  lamme  ofsibier  toith  bacyn, 
^  he  gaf  elopes  of 

*  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 


*  8ohe  rewarded  him  with. 
^9yff!fng. 

*  open. 

'  Of  hfngee  erles, 

*  of  vnkouth  kn^htes, 
^fuQe  seine  (or  «eme). 
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"  Out  of  Rome,  yenne^  M  fer, 
"  flfro  ]?e  Emperour  liuAus  Iber,* 
"  pat  ys  oure  lord  lef  & '  dere ; 
"  By  vs  he  sendes  his  lettrea  here, 
"  &  J^  comaunde)?  on  alle  weys 
**  pat  yon  do  as  ^is  lettre  seys." 
pe  lettre  in  his  hand  J>ey  leyde; 
list  now  what  )w  lettre  seyde : 


and  with  a 
1 1  ±n9  l«t^  ^DA  the 
^A»*^^Empcior 

Lncios, 


11,456 


whobidsArthur 
do  as  the  letter 
says: 

and  it  says, 


IT  fforma  liters  Lndi  Inp^ratoris. 

T  uciitd,  yat  Rome  had  ^  in  baillie, 

^  &  ou6r  J^  Romains  ha)?*  maistrie,     11,460 

SendeJ>  til  Arthur  )?e  Bretoun 

Als  on  of  his  enemys  feloun. 

Me  merueilles  mykel,  &  ilka  Romayn, 

&  mcrueillyng,  we  haue*  disdeyn  11,464 

pat  yoM  dar  here  ]?e  so  heye, 

Ageyns  a  Romayn  open  J>yn  eye7 

Y  wondre  at  the  host  )?ou  makest,^ 

&  at  wham  ^ou  conseil  takest,^  11,468 

Ageyn  Rome  to  reyse  strif, 

pe  whiles  yon  wost  o  Romayn  has  lyf.^^ 

pou  gaf  yy  self  a  sory  chek, 

Ageyns  Rome^^  to  reise  cuntek,  11,472 

pat  al  erthe  )?orow  dom  hit'*  demes, 

&  as  hed  of  al  ye  word  hit^'  ^emes ! 

pou  wot  nought,  ^it  wist  shal  hit  be,     11,475 

Ne  nought  hast  seyn,  but  yon  schalt^^  se. 


^Lueios  Em- 
peror of  Rome, 

to  Arthur  the 
Briton,  his  foe ! 

I  marvel  at 
and  disdain 

yonr  presomp- 
tion  in  opening 
yonr  eye 
against  a 
Roman, 

and  in  raising 
strife  against 
Rome, 


the  judge  of  all 
theearm! 


Yon  shall  see 


>  JWeit.     Deaf  67,  back,  ool.  2.] 
'yftere. 

*  mesuttUand  toe  haf. 
y  out  open  Pin  le. 


*  qfpe  host  )»ott  makes. 
'  whom  >otc  coiueile  takes. 
1°  Whib  pou  Ufote  a  romeyn  o  hffe. 
^1  agayn  Bomeyns, 
^'  porh  dome. 

*•  4*  hede  ofaUpe  world  it. 
^*  nouht  pou  sawe  hot  pou  sa&. 
C  C 
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what  it  is  to 
wrath  Rome  ! 


How  dare  you 
keep  back  our 
tribute,  and 
rob  us  of  our 
lands? 

What  right 
haye  yon  to 
them  ? 


Do  yon  think 
the  wolf  will 
flee  for  the 
wether, 


or  the  grey- 
hound fbr  the 
hare? 
Not  so ! 

Our  ancestor 
Julius  Cttsar 
won  Britain ; 
and  we've 
taken  tribute  of 
it  400  years. 

But  now  you 
won't  pay  it ; 
and  you'ye 

slain  our  baron, 
Frolle,  and 
taken  France 
and  Flanders  I 


How  gret  hit  ys  to  wrathe  Borne 

pat  al  )?e  werd  schal  iustice  &^  dome  ! 

Ageyn  kynde  hastou  gon! 

Reson  ne  mesure  hastou  non!  11,480 

Whe|>eii  come  Jwu?  what  ]?yng  Jw  boldes? 

Oure  trnage  takes,  &  has,  &  holdes, 

Oure  landes  vs  reues  as  J^ou  wyldes, 

&  til  vs  no  )?yng  J?ou  [ne]  ^eldes !  11,484 

What  right  hastow  ]fer  vnto  ? 

py  folye  hit  ys  Jwt  )?ou  didest  so ! 

^yf  J^y  may  longe  wyj?  J?e  so  leue, 

pat  we  \k)tow  force  J?e  fern  nought  reue,    11,488 

pen  may  Jwu  seye,  &  scome^  J)e  whe]?er* 

pat  J^  wolf  fle)? '  for  fe  wej?er ; 

&  ^it  )>at  he  so  longe  slep 

pat  durste  nought  wake  to  asaiUe  a  schep. 

Or  >at  a  got  J^  wolf*  dyd  dare,  11,493 

&  ]^  grehound^  fledde  for  pe  hare. 

But  swilk  a  J^yng  may  nought  bitide ! 

Namore  schal  hit  on  oure  syde  !  11,496 

Oure  auncestre  Julius  Sesar 

Wan  Bretayne  (art  Jh)u  nought  war?) 

And  tok  trewage  )?er-of  longe —  D«rf50.] 

ffour  hundred  ^er  we  gon  hit  fonge, —  11,500 

&  of  opere  ildes  aboute ; 

But  now  ]?orow  fe  we  are  wy}K)ute. 

^ut  hastou  don  vs  more  vilte 

pan  al  Jnit  los®  we  telle  to  J?e,  11,604 

pat  fou  ffrolle,  our  baroun,^  slow, 

ffraunce  &  fflaundres^  firom  vs  you  drowl 

ffor  jfou  hast  of  Borne  no  doute, 

Ne  til  his  lordschip  wil  Jwu  loute,  11,508 


^  world  iuMiUe  m(h, 
^  skome  ff  say  to  where, 
»  woulf  Jles.    (liona  ftdt,  Wace, 
1. 10,948.) 
*goot  peuHmff.    [leaf  68.] 


<  lapars,  Wace,  li.  117,  L  10,9^* 

^  pe  ioeee. 

7  seruant, 

^  et  Bretaigne,  Wace,  1 10,964. 
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11,516 


Y  make  J^e  somouns  vnto  Rome, 
&  comaunde  J'e  )?at  )>oa  come, 
flTolewyng  atte^  nexte  heruest.* 

Hit  schal  nought  helpe  cheson  to  kest;  11,512 

But  com,  &  amende'  J?yn  vnright, 

pat  Jwu  so  slowe  SroWe  oure  knyght, 

&  als  amende  on  oper  weye 

Of  J?at  we  ooTine  *  to  J?e  seye. 

But  ^if  hit  be  so  ]>ou  make  delay, 

pat  j^u  nelt^  come  at  jij  day, 

Ne  come®  til  cure  comaundement, 

ps,n  telly  J?e  outrely  ^  schent ! 

flTor,  ]k>tow  force,  ffraunce  y  schal®  J?e  reue; 

Of  Bretayne  nought  o  fote  byleue !  * 

Y  trowe^^  nought  Jwu  wilt  abide, 
&  jyf  yon  do,  J>ou  schalt  J?e  hide,  11,524 
&  siker  ^*  on  J>ys  half  )7e  se 

pou  schalt  nought^'  dur  schewe  fe  to  me; 
&  ^yf  |?ou  on  )?ys  half  bes/' 
At  my  comyng^*  for  so)?e  J?ou  fles,  11,528 

pou  schal  nought  tapiee^  a  night  to  slepe 
pat  y  ne  schal  do  'po  sterte  &  lepe, 


I  BtuDmon  you 
to  Rome 

next  harvest, 
without  excuse, 
to  amend  yonr 
unright 


If  yon  don't 
come, 


11,520  ru  ruin  you 
utterly ; 
take  France 
from  you,  and 
leave  you  no 
foot  of  Britaio. 

If  you  resist, 


"  &  brynge  J?e  to  Rome  in  bondes,^* 

I'll  bring  yon 
to  Rome  in 

"  &  leue  pe  per  in  Romaynes  hondes!^^"  11532 

%^^    ^w\^AmM%0    AAA 

bonds  I " 

At  pat  word  was  noise  &  cry 
Of  pe  Bretons  Jwt  stoden  ney ; 

The  Britons 

shout  for  wrath, 
and  swear 

0)?es  jTey  swor^  }at  "pej  schold  deye^* 

they*U  hiang  the 

»  /.  trowe  nouhU 



messengers. 

^fiiowand  at  Ws. 

3  a    mi-ao8t,   Wace,   ii.    118,    1.         i'J>ou«aff. 

10,969. 

^3  halfe  bees. 

Sfnenif. 

^UfJ.kom. 

^konmore. 

**  tapir  (to  crouch),  TTrtcCjii. 

119, 

>  i  wift  not. 

I.  10,985. 

•  hewe  (bow). 

^*  bandes. 

UeftJ.UW^uert, 

^.LwiU. 

"  Que  cil  seront  deshonor^,  Wace, 

•  a/ote  leue. 

1.  11,993. 

^^wene. 

c  c  2 
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But  Arthnr 
Bays  the  mes- 
sengen  shall 
take  no  ill : 


their  message  is 
their  lord's. 


Arthur  then 
consults  his 
wisest  barons, 


in  the  Giant's 
Tower. 


*'  pat  bronghte  )?at  lettre  of  vylenye !        11,636 
.  "  &  for  his  loue  Jwtt  sente  ^ow  hyder, 
.  *'  ^e  schul  ben  honged  alle  to-gyder ! " 
.  Lytel  letted  'pey  nadde  be  slayn  or  hirt ;  ^ 

But  Arthur  penne  anon  vp  stirt:  11,540 

'*  Bretouns !  *'  he  saide,  **  holde)?  *  tow  stilk ! 

''  pe  messegers  schul  haue  non  ylie! 
.  "  Ne  ney)>er  iUe  haue  ne  '  here, 
.  "  But  come  &  go  in  faire  manere ;  1 1,644 

''  Messegers  of  Rome  )>ey  are, 

"  In  pes  l^ey  come,  so  schul  pey  &re ; 

''  per  message  Jwt  pei  haue  seyd, 

''  A  lord  'pey  haue,  on  pem  hit  leyd."        11,648 

When  J?e  noyse*  was  wel  pesed, 

&  eft  hadde  j^ir  sittynge^  sesed, 

pe  kyng  tok  wyj)  hym  two  or  pre 

Of  his  wysest  barouns  priue,  11,662 

•  pat  best  cou)>e  conseiUe  til  honour ; 

Wy)?  hym  pey  yede  vntil  a  tour, — 

pe  name  per-of,  hit  was  in  haunt 

As  y  fond  writett,  pe  Tour  Qeaunt —        11,666 

per  sat  Arthur,  &  pey  byside, 

To  conseill6  how  myghte  best  bytide. 


Earl  Cador  of 
Cornwall 
saySjTve 
often  feared 


that  idleness 
has  made  the 
Britons 
conrageless. 


f  Dicta  Cadoris  Comubye.      Deafso^coii] 

Qire  Cador  spak  firste,  &  low,* 

&  seyde,  **  sire  kyng,  y  schal  sey  ^ow  :  11,660 
''  Often  in  studie  haue  y  ben, 
"  And  in  gret  drede  ay  bytwen, 
**  pat  ]H>row  ildelnesse^  of  pes 
''  Are  Bretons  feble  &  herteles;  11,664 


>  leUed  M  sien  Jnnn  hirie. 

Deaf  68, 001.2.] 

^hold. 

*  non  iOe  hafnon  ilk  here. 


*^^ne. 

'  pei  had  >er  $eU», 

•louh. 

7Idelmes. 
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It  leads  to 
temptation  of 
the  flesh  and 
thederili 

11,568  cowardice, 
lechery, 


ffor  ndelnesse '  norische)?  but  iuel ; 

Temptacion  of  flesche  &  '  of  )^  deuel ; 

Idelnesse  make)?  man  ful'  slow, 

&  do)?  prowesse  falle  right  low;^ 

Idelnesse  noriscbe)?  lecherye, 

&  do)?  vs  tente  to  such^  folye; 

Ildelnesse^  &  long  rest, 

^oug)?e  in  wast  awey  wil  kest^  11,572  waste, 

&  do)?  men  tente  to  folye  fistbles, 

Tyl  hasardrie,  des,^  &  tables. 

We  haue  now  al  )?i8  fyue  ^er 

Ljned  in  lechours^  mester,  11,576 

&®  ]?orow  rest  &  such  soiour 

Haue  we  lorn  gret^  honour.  lost  honour, 

A  long  while  ^®  yen  haue  we  slept,  and  slept 

pat  noman  wakynge  ^^  vs  kept ; 

But,  )?anked  be  God"  &  oure  lady, 

Now  ar  we  wakned  a  party;'* 

Som  grace  is  ronne  in  Bomayns  herte'^ 

pat  pey  chalange  vs  so  smerte,^* 

Vs  to  bynime  oure  landes^*  &  fees, 

&  oure  conqueste  of^^  o)?er  centres. 

^yf  Romayns  be  so  coraious 

pat  )?ey  wil  do  as  )?ey  send  vs,  11,588 

^it  schul  )?e  Bretons  wynne  ]?em  los 

Of  Romayns  )?at  in  Bome  gos ; 

ffor  loDge  pes  louede  y  neuere, 

Ne  nought  ne  schal,  )?ey  y  lyue  ^*  euere." 

pen^ne  spak  Wawayn  )?e  curteys:  11,593 

Merueillike,  Cador,  )?ou  seys  ! 


dice  and  gam- 
ing. 

For  five  years 
we've  lived  in 
lechery. 


11,580 

Bat,  thank 
Ood! 

We're  waked 
up  now ! 

11,584  The  Bomans 
have  claimed 
our  lands! 


If  they  try  to 
take 'em, 

well  beat  them. 


I  don't  like  a 
long  peace." 

Wawayn  the 
courteous  says 


*  Iddnes  [no  Jfor.] 

s  ^  myktlt  temptacion, 

'  mas  Bum  right,  *  huh, 

*dos  V8  tent  to  euilk. 

*  to  deez. 

7  Vied  rioterie.     Deaf  68,  baok.l 
'  ^t,  •  ha/we  lost  grete, 

>•  Piece,  Wace,  ii.  121,  L  11,031. 


"  wakand  on, 
IS ./.  pank  god. 
"  an  petit,  Wace,  1. 11,032. 
^*  ronen  tn  pe  romens  pouht, 
^'  chaienge  on  vs  souht, 
^^for  to  hafovLT  londes. 
^7  ait  oar  conquest  in. 
^^8aUpofJ,lsf. 
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Arthur's  speech  to  his  barons. 


that  he  does 
like  peace. 

Men  can  fight 
for  love  then. 


"  After  werre,  god  ys  pes; 

"  &  after  wo,  ^e  wele  god  ches;  11,696 

*'  In  pes  ys  don  gret  vasselage, 

"  iFor  loue  men  do)?  gret  outrage."^ 

&  at  Jwt  word  |?ey  set  hem  doun, 

pe  kyng  &  ilka  baroun.  11,600 


Arthur  then 
speaks. 


"  Barons !  you 
are  my  fellows, 
share  with  me 
in  loss  and 
gain, 


take  part  in 
woe  and  war. 


Through  you 
haye  I  won 
honour, 

sped  well  in 
my  need. 
Ever  have  I 
found  you  true. 


The  Romans 

threaten  both 
you  and  me. 


"When  fe  kjoig  saw  )?em  set, 

Alle  )>at  were  til  conseil  fet, 
pe  kyng  ^ughte  a  )?rowe,^  ]fen  lifte  his  hed, 
When  J?ei  hadde  per  ianglyng  lened  : '       11,604 
"  Baronns,"  he  seide,  "  jwt  ben  now  here, 
"  ^e  are  my  felawes,  me*  ful  dere; 
"  When  y  lese,  ^e  haue  part  J>er-ynne, 
"  &  felawes  ^e  are  when  yat  y  wynne;    11,608 
**  When  wo  or  werre  ha)>  me  comen, 
**  ^our  part  wy)>  me  haue  je  nomen, 
"  As  felawes  in  prosperite* 
"  &  felawes  in  aduersete  ;  **  11,612 

"  ffor  whe}?er  y  haue  woTine  or  loren, 
"  ^our  hap  wy)>  me  haue  ye  for]?  boren; 
"  porow  ^oure  help  &  god  auys 
"  Hauy  woTinen  mikel  pris;  11,616 

*'  By  water,  by  londe,  haue  y  ^ow  led, 
*'  porow  ^ow  in  nede  haue  y  wel  sped; 
"  Euere  y  haue  founde*  ^ow  trewe, 
"  &  euere  ^our  conseil  god  &  newe ;         11,620 
*'  Alle  ye  londes  J>at  y  haue  wonne, 
"  WyJ>oute  ^ow  was  nought  bygonne. 
"  pe  Bomayns,  as  ye  haue  herd      Deaf  6<^  back,  ooLl] 
"  By  JTys  lettre  "pat  here  ys  sperd,^  11,624 

''  Me  &  ^ow  );ey  manace  fast, 
"  WyJ>  grete  wordes  pej  wene  me  gast. 


'  many  rage. 

2  a  while  he  pmihL 

3  carpyny  leued. 


^  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 

*  ait  tymes  hafJ.fon. 

[Ieaf68,  back.  ooL  2.1 
7  J>ai  here  is  f olden  ff  vp  tperd. 
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^yf  God  wil  helpe  me  &  ^ow ; 
peir  yret  schal  nought  be  for  J?er  ^  prow; 
Of  vs  gete  )?ey  neuere  nought. 
But  ^if  hit  be  ouer  dere  abought.^ 
pey  haue  gret  power^  &  ar  f ul  riche, 
per  nis  no  power  to  )>eires'  liche, 
per-fore  we  moste*  bifore  purueye 
What  we  wil  do,  what  we  wil  seye, 
&  auenauntly^  &  resonable, 
&  \iat  we  seye,  hold  hit  stable. 
A  J^Tig  for  )?ought*  )?at  men  wil  rede, 
Hit  is  }>e  bettere  mayntened  at  nede; 
An  arewe  pat  ys  schoten,  ^e  se, 
Ey]?6r  bihoues^  hit  men  fendit  or  fle; 
pat  same  weys  byhoues®  vs  do. 
pyse  Romayns  han  yschoten  ®  vs  to ; 
Now  conseille  we,  &  keuere  ^^  vs  ra)?e, 
So  )?at  her  schetyng  do  vs  no  scaj^e. 
Trewe  }7ey  aske,  so  haue  )?ey  had; 
pat  ys  bihinde,  send  'pern  ]7ey  bad, 
Of  )>is  lond  &  opere  mo  ; 
&  ffraunce  wil  )?ey  nought"  fiirgo. 


But  if  God 

11,628  ^^^P*'"' 

they  shall  pay 
for  it ! 

They  are 
11,632  strong; 

so  we  must 
settle  what 
we'll  do  and 
say, 

11,636  and  then  hold 
firm  to  it. 


An  arrow  shot 

^^'^*"  guarded  or 
avoided. 

The  Romans 
have  shot  at 
us ;  we  mustn't 
1 1,64!4!  let  *em  hurt  us. 

They  ask  tri- 
bute of  us, 


11,648  and  demand 
France. 


jf  Dicta  sine  Besponcio  Arthury  ad  B^rnianos. 

'*  Tjior  Bretaigne  wil  y  first  ^^  answere, 

^    "  Writen  in  lettre  |?at  J>ey  schul  bere,^' 
"  Answeryng^*  for  ^ow  &  me, 
.  "  pat  lettre  wil  y  fat  hit  so  be.  1 1,652 


As  to  Britam, 
1*11  send  them 
this  letter: 


^  |»er  manace  is  no  ping. 

2  bot  it  be  fitU  dere  bouht 

3  non  is  >ct  pere  ne  to  J>am. 
^  bus  vs, 

^AuantHke.  (ayenanment,  IVoce.) 
*ping  be  for. 
7  ott>er  bos. 


*  pe  sam  wyse  bos. 

•  haf  schoten. 
^^  couere. 

"  wiit  fuft 
**  witt first. 
*3  sait  here. 
i^  iinxupro. 
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'  CsBsar  won 
this  land  by 
force. 


Force  is  not 
Right; 

does  not  make 
Law; 

bnt  can  be  np« 
set  by  Force. 

The  Romans 
upbraid  ns 
with  their  con- 
quest of  onr 
ancestors. 


The  more 
reason  that  we 
should  harass 
Romans  now, 
hate  'em, 
and  beat 'em 
down. 


They  say  our 
land  is  their 
heritage! 

By  their  reason, 
I  may  claim 
Rome; 


pus  wil  y  seye,  yus  wol  y  write 

My  skile  ;  leste '  me  a  lite : 

Cesar  of  Rome  ]ns  land  first  wan, 

A[l]  }H)row  fight  &  force  of  man ;  11,656 

pe  Bretouns  mighte  nought^  defende; 

Trewe  byhoued  J?em  to'  sende; 

&  force,  ^e  wite  wel,  ys  no  god  right, 

But  pruyde  out  of  mesure  myght;  11,660 

Hit  is  no  skile,  ne  lawe  non  makes, 

pjmg  ^i  "povi  ))orow  force  takes; 

&  swylk  gifbes  men  schal  furdo, 

pat  wyj?  wrong  was  taken  so.  11,664 

pey  repreue*  vs  of  our  auncessours, 

pat  )>ey  ouer-cam  |>em  wyj?  harde  stouTis ;  • 

Of  pou67*te  yey  make  vmbreyd,* 

&  gf  trewage^  byfore  seyd;  11,668 

&  of  )ns  'pey  make  auauntement, 

pat  here-byforn  our  fadres  schent. 

So  mykel  oughte®  we  greue  pern  pe  more. 

&  pej  ar  halden  vs  to  restore;  11,672 

Wel  oughte  we  hat  hem  ]7at  hem  han^  hated^ 

&  here  hem  doun  ^^  pat  hem  abated. 

pey  wolde  don^^  vs  pe  same  outrage, 

&  seye  hit  ys  per  heritage  11,676 

To  haue  cure  godes,  &  vs  to  reuille ! 

pey  schul  nought  bide  eft  pat  while; 

IT  But  by"  per  resoun  &  J>er  dome, 

Wyf  skile  y  may  chalange"  Bome;      11,680 

So  wyj?  skile  &  reson^*  y  may  wel 

pe  lond  of  Rome  aske  euery "  del 


1  my  $kiU  UslenM. 

*  )>a<  tyme  mot  not 

*  treuage  bord  >am  to  |>am. 
<  vpbraide.    [leaf  68.] 

*  hard  schowrs, 

*  vpbraide. 

7  ffe  treuaye. 


^  We  awe  to  hdie  ]>iLt  pm  kqf. 

10  ^  bete  doun  J»o. 

11  wiU  do, 
"ipi/h. 

1'  ./.  wiU  set  chalange  on. 
"  ^  unlh  M  fiber. 
i«  fuk  ilk  a. 
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"  Belyn  was  kyng  of  Bretouns,  for  Belyn 

*'  And  BreTwie  duk  of  BurgoUouns ;  11,684  "^  ®"^^' 

"  pjBe  brej^ere,  of  Bretaygne  bom,  [ioafw.back.ooi.2.j  Britons  bom, 
"  Conquered  Rome  here  byfom,  conquered 

**  &  of  Rome  tok^  truages,  S^ktrib""* 

"  &  henge  ^er  twenty  of  J?eir  hostages      11,688  from  it 
*'  Byfore  ^T  eyen,  ]wt  J>ey  myght  se, 
*'  &  si)?en  (xmquered  al  pe  cite. 

**  When  Belyn  tumde  to  Bretayne,  Moreover, 

"  Of  Rome  he  made  Brenne  cheftayne,      11,692  ]^^. 
'*  &f  bad  hym  goneme  al  }>e  honour,  perorofBome. 

''  &  he  80  regned  as  Emperour. 
"  Now  wil  y  late  of*  Belyn, 

"  &  speke  y  wil  of  Constantyn,  11,696  Then  again, 

"  Constances  sone  &  Eleynes,' 

"  pat  held  Rome  als  his  demeynes.  through  Con- 

,  "  Constance,  of  Rome  had  seynurye  fair,  ftS^fR^  ''*' 

,  "  &  Constantyn  fen  was  his  heyr,  11,700  and  whose    * 

.  **  &  y  am  heir  of  Constantyn ;  SSiSe^Aodr' 

.  **  porow  }wt  desent  Rome  schal  be  myn.  be  mine. 

"  Maximyan,  Leons  *  sone,  Thirdly,  Maxi- 

"  Kyng  of  Bretayne,  at  Rome  gan  wone  ;  11,704 
"  He  wan  Neustrie,  |^  Lesse  Bretayne, 
''  &  al  ffneunce  &  Alemayne, 
"  &  al  Mongow  &  Lombardye, 

"  And  of  Rome  hadde  'pe  seignurye  ;         11,708  was  Lord  of 
"  pyse  were  myn  ancessours  of  scheld,  tS^^' 

"  pat  only  )>e*  honoi^  of  Rome  held.  ancestors, 

''  Now  'poTow  skil  haue  ^e  knowen 
"  pat  Rome  by  reson  schold*  be  myn  owen        and  Home 
«  Al  so  wel  as  Bretayne  j^eyres,  11,713  ^«^*^''*^ 

"  porow  eld  auncetrie  til  heyres.  If  the  Romans 

claim  Britain, 


'  pe  Romeyn*  toke.  i       *  leonyne,    [leaf  09,  coL  2.] 

^J.leue.  <  HU  N. 

*  CoMtanciuE  sonne  ff  Elyns.  |      ^  Rome  ouh  to. 
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ABTHUR  DEFIES  THE  BOUAN  EHPEHOB. 


(( 

C( 

I  claim  liome. 

<t 

it 

• 

Let  them  take 
Britain  if  they 
can! 

it 

a 

Force  is  their 
only  title  to  it, 
and  that's  free 
to  any  one. 


The  Emperor 
threatens  to 
lead  me  boand 
to  Home ! 


I  value  him 
little,  and  fear 
him  less. 


Let  him  bring 
Rome!    Y\\ 
bring  Britain. 
And  let  the 
winner  have 
both.'' 


Rome  had  trewage,  &  hit  furnsok; 

&  trewe  of  Borne  myn  auncestres  tok;  11,716 

pay  deyme  Bretayne,  &  y  deyme  Borne ; 

pat  we  bo)7e  clejrme,  ^ut^  ys  to  come; 

Let  )>em  wynne  hit  ^if  \ai  J>ey  may, 

^it  haue  y  kept  hit  al  my  day.  11,720 

ffraunce  y  wan  of  flfrolle  J?er  knyght ; 

To  kepe  hit  lengere  he  hadde*  no  myght; 

porow  force  J?ey  woTine  hit,  als  y  hit  wan  ; 

Wyj?  force  so  mighte  ano)>^  man.  11,724 

Wherto  chalange  )?ey  so  bolde' 

pat  )?ey  ne  myghte  no  lenger  holde?' 

porow  right  skil  haue  ]?ey  no  seniise. 

But  al  Jw>row  foi-oe  &  couetyse,  11,728 

pat  ys  to  ano}?er  al  so  fre' 

Als  hit  was  to  J?eym  or  me.' 

pe  Emperour  make)?  vs  gret^  manace. 

Out  of  |?is  lond  me  for  to  chace,  11,732 

&  in  bondes  to  Bome  lede. 

Nolde  God  he  scholde  *  so  spede ! 

Y  preyse  hym  litel,  &  drede  hym  *  lesse ! 

^yf  he  on  me  wiF  seke  prowesse,  11,736 

Encountre  he  getes  er  )>at®  he  go, 

pat  eft  ne  schal  he  me  manace  ne^  slo, 

Ne  to  none  of  myne  do  ylle ; 

So  schul  we  don  hym  chaunge  his  wille.  11,740 

But  when  )>ey  come  to  chalangyng, 

Bryng  Bome,  &  y  schal  Bretayne  bryng ! 

&  whilk  of  vs  \ai  most  may, 

Bere  Bome  &  Bretayne  boJ>  a-way."        11,744 


2  lengere  pet, 

3  The  Petyt  MS.  leaves  out  these 
lines. 

*  maMs  his. 


^  god  wiU  not  he, 

^  litiU  he  me  pmUes  ff  drede*. 

7  he  to  me, 

^  a  countir  fie  getU  or, 

^  Me  eft  saU  not  man<Mce  to. 
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)f  Dicta  Oheljrs  Begis. 

T|7hen  Axyu/r  had  seid  his  resoun, 

Wei  was  hit  alowed  of  ilka  baroun.^ 
WiJ>  o  word  seide  "pei  sMe  at  ones, 
"  Wei  haue  ^e  seid,  sire,  for  ]?e  nones!"  11,748 
When  fei  were  stilled  a  party,  [leaf  si.] 

ffirst  spak  sire  Ohel  Jwt  sat  hjm  by, 
&  seide  :  '*  no  mati  ^ong  ne  old  * 
"  Schuld  ought  amende  ]?at  ^e  haue  told  ;     11,752 
"  But  syj^n  Jwu  sest*  Jwtt  )>ou  art  )?ret, 
"  &  may  nought  passe  wyJTOute  baret, 
"  Somoun  Jjy  folk,  &  make  J?em  ^are, 
*'  &  set  fern  day  when  poxx  wilt  fare.        11,756 
But  make  no  long  drecching  J'er-to, 
ffor  y  wile,  ^if  )wt  Jwu  wilt  so, 
&  passe  Moungu  in  to  ]?e  mountz,* 
&  holde**  day  of  )?y  somouns.  11,760 

&  jif  we  wende  so  alle  *  to-gyder, 
&  he  se  |?at  we  come  )>yder, 
So  may  bytide,^  )?en  schal  hym  rewe 
pat  he  bigan  )?is  bale  to  brewe ;  11,764 

&  hit  bytydes  many^  stoundes, 
pat  who  so  bygynne)?,*  hym  self  confoimdes. 
I  trowe  fat  God  wil  vs  auaunce ; 
Grace  ys  to-ward,  &  gode  chaunce.  11,768 

pe  Emperour  sendes  after  J>e ; 
Sek  hym  fer-fore,^^  wher  so  he  be, 
&  baldely  bede  we  on  hym  )>e  bars  ;  ^^ 
Sone  schul  we  se  Jtcti  ho  ys  chars;'*     11,772 


All  Arthur's 
barons  approve 
of  his  speech 
(or  letter). 


Ohel  says, 


**  Summon 
your  folk  at 
once; 


cross  the  Alps; 


and  when 
Lucius  sees  us 
all,  maybe  he*ll 
be  sorry  that 
he  brewed 
this  bale. 


He  has  sent 
for  you  }  go  to 
him. 


*  with  ilk  breUm, 

^alde  .  .  .  talde.     [leaf  69,  back.] 
'  sen  >otc  sees, 

*  Mongow  m  to  J^  mouns^ 
*hMpe. 

^  wend  wUh  pe. 


7  tide. 

^  it  tides  often, 

•  >a<  on  higynnes, 

"  ^  bede  baldUe  oh  Aim  bares, 
^^  so  may  we  se  who  vs  chares. 
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OHEL  PROHISES  TO  HBLP  ABTHUB. 


and  frighten 
him  well. 


The  Sibyl 
prophesied  that 
Briton  should 
govern  Rome. 

Four  Britons 
have  done  so ; 
and  yon  shall 
be  the  fifth. 


It  is  ordained. 

Delay  not 
then!  Forward 
all! 


We  fear  not 
blows  or  death! 


I  will  bring 
10,000  fuU 
armed  knights, 


and  will  pledge 
all  my  lands 
to  get  yon 
money." 

(Archbishop 
Dubrice  turns 
hermit, 


"  Set  ])e  Emperour  in  swylk  a  drede 

*'  pat  he  tys  court  nere  dur  vs^  bede. 

"  Loke  what  seis  ^e  propheae, — 

"  SibiUe  pQ  sage  [>at]  «  wil  nought  lye ;—    11,776 

*'  pe  Bretons,'  of  Bretayne  schol  come, 

"  &  jH)row*  force  goueme  Rome." 

"  ffoure  ar*  passed,  wel  we  mene ; 

"  pou  iBtrt  ye  fifle  schal*  do  J^em  tene ;      11,780 

.  «  pe  fifte  Jwu  art,  y  wot  hit  we[l],^ 
*'  pat  Rome  schal  haue  ilkadel.^ 
"  Syn  so  ys  ordeyned  to  bityde, 
"  Wher-to  schold  we  longe®  abide?  11,784 

**  Auaunce  now  boJ?e  yy  self  &  ous !  ^ 
**  Onte  wil  to  helpe  ys  coraious;^ 
"  Y  dar  wel  seye,  so  hastou  founde,^ 
"  ffor  we  ne  doute  no  dynt  ne  wounde,^   11,788 
"  Ne  dep,  ne  prison,  ne  langour,^ 
"  So  wilne  we  feste  yyn  honour !  ^ 

.  "  Leue  nought  now,  but  faste  )?e  spede, 
"  &  y  schal,  Jyf  }>at  ]wu  haue^  nede,        11,792 
"  Come  wy)7  ten  )70usand  of  gode  knyghtes, 
^'  Horsed  &  armed  ^^  at  alle  rightes. 
**  &  ^yf  fou  for  tresour  lette, 
"  Al  my  lond  schal  y  wed-sette  11,796 

'*  ffor  gold  &  seluer,  pe  to  take, 
"  Er  J?ou  )?is  viage  sdiuld  fursake."  ^^ 

.  (Seint  Dubrice,  pe  holy  man, 

.  At  kyng  Ar]nir  tok  leue  ];an  11,800 

.  ffor  to  chaunge  his  abyte, 


'  H^  never  to  courte  ^charpe, 

'  Qne  trois  rm,  Wace,  ii  128, 1. 
11,210. 

*porgh/yiie, 

*  tuo  er.  (Dtti  de  eels,  Wace,  1. 
11,212.) 


^ertpethridsaff.  (Taesliten, 
Wace,  L  11,216.) 

7  P.  leayes  out  these  lines.  Hiey 
are  in  Wace,  ii.  128-9. 

"  satt  pou  long. 

^saUh^ifP<mhqf. 

>^  widi  hors  jr  armee, 

1'  or  p<m  pi  wendifng  Jbreake, 
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&  bycam  anon  '  heremyte  ; 

&  Dauid,  Artbures  em,  bit  tok, 

pe  ercbebiscbopricb6  *  )>at  Dubrioe  fursok.) 


and  Arthur's 
uncle  David  is 
made  Arch- 

11,804  ^"*»op  of 
Kaerlyon.) 


f  Dicta  AgoBolly,  B^^  Soocie. 

A  fter  ye  specbe  of  sire  Obel, 

Seyde  )?e  kyng  sire  Agusel,' 
Sire  Lotbes  broJ>er,  &  sire  Vrien,* — 
Alle  fre  were  dougbti  men,* —  11,808 

&  seide,  "  yji  Jwu  wilt  werre  bygynne, 
"  Spek  now  to  )w>  jwt  ar  bere-ynne, 
"  pe  beste  of  alle  ))y  baronage, 
*'  pat  wyte  &  berden  )?e  message,  11,812 

"  And  wite  ^er  wille,  wbat  ^ey  wil  do,    Liei^f  5i,ooLa.] 
"  &  wbat  fat  J>ey  may  belpe*  )?er-to. 
'*  Now  ys  tyme  to  purueye* 
"  Of  belp,  &  god  conseil  to  seye,*  11,816 

"  Alle  Jw>  fat  of  J?e  bolde,* 
''  Ricbe  lordes,  &  barouns  bolde,* 
"  pat  ougbte  to  belpe  fe  jH)row  skile,* 
"  &  wel  y  trowe  fat  so  pey  wyle.*  11,820 

"  No  tydynge  neuere  y  ne  vnderstod 
"  pat  gladed  me  so  mikel  in  mod, 
"  As  wyf  fe  Romayns  for  to  werre, 
"  pat  alle  men  in  fer  daunger  sperre.        11,824 
"  Y  ne  may  fern  nougbt  loue  ne  preise, 
"  flTor  fey  ar  proude  &  vncu7*teyse, 
. "  Qode  men  so  mykel  to  *  despise, 
*'  pat  scbul  nougbt  liue  but  ^  in  fer  seruise ; 
"  &  fey  ar  meu  of  non  bonour,  11,829 

"  But  oouetous  to  gedere  tresour,  and  covetous. 


King  Agnysel 
of  Scotland, 
says  to  Arthur, 


"  Ask  aU  the 
best  of  yoar 
barons 

what  help 
they'll  give 
you. 


They  onght  to 
help  you,  and 
I  believe  they 
wiU. 

I  myself  never 
heard  such 
glad  tidings 
as  that  we're  to 
fight  the  Ro- 


I  don't  like 'em. 
They're  proud. 


1  bicome  one.    Deaf  60,  bk.,  col.  2.] 
'  Archbiithop  see, 

*  AnguUei, 

*  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 


^hdppe. 


7  pei  may  not  Uf  hot 
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KING  AQUISEL  HATES  THE  ROMANS. 


robbing  men's 
lands. 

They'll  come  to 
grief  yet, 


and  have  to 
repent  for  it. 


They  got  their 
tribute  from 
Britain 


by  force,  by 
robbing  like 
thieres. 


And  by  force 
▼e^l  have  it 
back  again. 


We'll  lower 
their  pride  I 


Nothing  do  I 
want  more  than 
to  be  at  them. 


Gode  men^  wyj^-al  to  noye,^ 

&  'per  londes  to  robbe  &  struye.'  11,832 

T  trowe  pei  schul  ^it*  mis-bytide 

flfor  per  couetise  &  per  pryde ; 

Of  fys  ]?at  J>ey  haue  y-sent,* 

pey  schni  be  wrothe  er  hit  be  ent;*       11,836 

Wonder  wew  elles,  or  art  me  failles,' 

But  J«y  pleye  wyj?  repentailles.' 

&  pSLW  }?ey*  neuere  had  hit  by-gowne, 

We  scholde  ]?orow  right  ^  on  pem  haue  ronne 

ffor  to  yenge  our  auncessours,  11,841 

&  bate  per  pride  as  pej  wold^  ours. 

pey  seide  pej  had  of  |>eym®  trewage, 

&  chalange  hit  for  here  heritage:  11,844 

I  trowe  Jwt  J>ey  nere  )?em®  non  gaf. 

But  forow  force  pem  ouer  haf, 

As  pevLOB  robbed  pem,  &  reft : 

pat  wil  we  chalange  of  pem  now  eft/;    11,848 

WyJ?  force  J^y  gaf  hit  to  J?e  Romayns,* 

Wyj?  force  we  wil  haue  hit  agayns.* 

So  harde  oure  force  may  to  pem  byte,* 

pat  alle  cure  sca}?es  schul  )^y  quyte;^    11,852 

We  haue  woTwien  many  a  stour, 

&  ou6r  al  born  a-wey^^  pe  fflour. 

So  schul  we  ^it  }7er  pride  abate, 

ffor  per  couetise  &  )^ir  hate.  11,856 

pat  we  haue  wonne,  y  sette  at  nought. 

But  ^if  pe  Bomayns  to  ryng  ^  be  brought ; 

NoJ^yng  now  desire  y  more** 

pan  )?ider-ward  we  redy  wore,  11,860 


^  MS.  mem,  F.  men, 
^  The  Petyt  MS.  leayes  ont  these 
lines. 
>  trowe  |>ctm  eaU, 

*  hqfvs  sent, 

^  ent  =  ended. 

•  bot  pofpe. 


'  euld  porgh  reght, 

"  >ei  eay  ^at  Aa<f  ofve, 

^Yamneuet, 

^<>  otter  a9  we  haf  bom. 


"  roKfi^ 
^^mare  • 


Deaf  70.] 
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AOXnSEL  AND  THE  BARONS  VOW  TO  HELP  ARTHUR.  415 


&  ]Hit  we  wer6  at  'pe  bataill^ 

To  86  who  scbolde  ^  best  assaill^  ; 

per  schuld*  we  wynne  prowesse  &  prow, 

Hors,  hameys,  tresor  ynow; 

^if  God  vs  graunte  our  lyf  to  saue, 

pat  we  jfem  aske,  we  schul^  wel  haue, 

Borne  &  al  jfat  }>6r-to  lasges; 

pen  schul'  we  ryghte,  pat  now  vs  wranges.' 

yjt  God  wil  graunte  vs  wel  to  *  venge,  11,869 

Toward  hym  we  schal*  wynne  Lorrenge 

&  Alemayne,  ^yf  Jwt  we  may ; 

Algate,  ^ut  schul  we  make^  assay! 

Als  y  seye,  so  wol  y  rede, 

&  )7at  ilke^  wil  do  in  dede. 

^if  (Jod  me  graunte  wel  to  spede. 

Two  Jwusand®  schal  y  wy]?  me  lede, 

&  fot  folk  ynowe,  gode  at  nede: 

^if  God  wyle,  noman  schul  we  drede !  *' 


I  know  we 


and  Rome  too. 


11,872 


Gk>d  helping 

11,0/0  2,000  knights, 
and  good  foot- 
folk  toa" 


When  J?e  Scottysch^  kyng  had  his  tale^^  told, 

AJle  J?ey  seide  wy]?  tonge  o  fold,  11,880 

'  pat  scbent  he  schold  be  of  hem  alia," 
*  On  wham  ]fat  ]fe  wendyng  schulde  nought  '*  fall«.* 
When  ilkon  had  seid  his  wyllg, 
Arthur  listned,  &  sat  fill  stills,  11,884 

Let  calle^'  a  clerk  wy)?  inke  &  petine, 
&  bad  hym  write  he  scholde  hym  kenne. 
,  Als  he  had  seyd  in  alle  manerS; 
&  bitaught  hit^*  |>e  messegers  11,888 


[lf.61,bk.,d.l.] 

AUArthni^B 
barons  declare 
they'll  go  with 
him. 


Arthur  sends 
for  a  clerk, 

has  his  answer 
written, 

and  giyes  it, 
sealed,  to  the 


>  whilk  guld. 

3  >af  )>erto  langes, 

*  vsforto. 

•  yit  $aft  we  fond  to. 

^  aft  gate  we  wiU  mak, 
'  SfaUpe  same. 


*dix      mil,    Wace,    ii.    182,    1. 
11,316. 
•  wiU  we  sait  not 
1*  Anguiselt  his  taie  had, 
"  Honis  soit,  Wace,  I  11,321. 
"  |>a<  wendyng  suld  not. 
1'  did  caile, 
"  He  tauht  it  to. 
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head  mes- 
senger, 


and  bids  them 
tell  the 
Emperor, 
"  Arthur  of 
France  and 
Britain,  will 
defend  his  lands 
against  the 
Romans. 

He  will  come 
to  Rome,  too, 
not  to  pay 
tribute,  but  to 
fetch  it" 


The  Roman 
Emperor's 
messengers  tell 
him  of  the 
grandeur  of 
Arthur*s  court; 


of  Arthur's 
courtesy  and 
wisdom  : 
**  No  kaiser 
liying  is  like 
him, 

so  courteous, 
so  generous, 
80  hospitable, 


ffair^  folden,  &  wel  enseled,^ 
.  &  to  )?6r  maister  was  hit  deled,* 

&  dide  ]?em  alle  gret  honour, 
.  Y-now  he  gaf  hem  of  tresour,  11,892 

&  bad  hem  seye  to  }?e  "Emperour, 

pat  "  Arthur  of  ffraunce  [is]  gouemottr, 

''  &  of  Bretaigne  chef  &  flour, 

"  &  schal  defendit,  castel*  &  tour,  11,896 

,  "  &  be  yer  warant  &  socour  * 

"  Ageyns  Romayns  to  stonde  in  stour.*** 

"  Seis*  ^our  lord,  y  wil  nought  let 

'*  To  come  )?at  day  Jwt  he  ha]?  set;  11,900 

"  No  trewage  to  ^elde,  but  trewage  to*  fet ; 
.  "  Loke  he  be  redy,  do  }>at  he  het ! " 

ue  messegers  J>er  leue  J?ey  tok, 

Toward  Rome  fer  wey  J?ey  schok,  11,904 

&  telde  }?e  Empenmr,  when  }>ey  come, 

pe  grete  nobleye  of  Arthurcs  home, 
.  How  mykel  folk  J?ey  wy]?  hym  fond, — 
.  So  doughti  yer  nar^  in  no  lond, —  11,908 

&  in  what  stede  his  court  he  held, 

Al  )?e  stat  )7er-of,  J?ey  teld, 
.  How  curteisly  to  ]?em  he  spak, 

'*  Nought  but  wysdom®  of  his  mou)i  brak  ;  11,912 

"  Nys  non  on  lyue,  cayser  ne  kyng«, 

*'  pat  semej>  so  wel®  his  beryng, 
.  **  Ne  so  curteys  |?er-wy}?-al ; 

"  His  giftes  ar  large,  &  stonde  ^^  in  stal;  11,916 

"  per  ys  no  kyng  do}?  suche  "  costages 
.  *'  Of  mete  ne  drynke,  ne  giftes  of  ^*  wages ; 


'  we  seilde, 

^deOde, 

*  Sa9  dtfend  boi>e  Umn. 

^  P.  leayes  out  these  lines. 

«  botforto.    Deaf  70,  ool.  a.] 


7  non  is. 

»  MS.  wyadon. 

*  semes  so  wele, 

^^  standes, 

^^  it  is  no  kyng  to  his, 

1'  no  to  gyue. 
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TAKE  ARTHUR'S  REALM  IN  SPITE  OP  HIS  SNOUT.     417 

"  Ne  swilk  s^ruise  ys  "per  non  so  well-served. 

*'  In  no  court,  as  in  ^  his  allon.  11,920 

"  To  aske  hym  trewe,  hit  is  for  nought;  J^^tr 

"  He  'penkes  to  aske  te  J^erines  *  brought/'  tribute :  he 

.  pe  chartre  fey  schewed  fer  barouns,  ^o^.- ''""^ 

.  &  seide,  "  swich  ys  Arthurs  respouns,*'     11,924 

When  J^e  Romayns  had  wel  herd  The  Romans, 

How  pe  messegers  answerd,  this,and°^ 

&  beir  lettre  *  acorded  wel  Arthur's  letter, 

Vntil  per  sawe  ilka  del,  11,928 
pat  Arthur  wolde  no  seruise  do. 
But  haue  trewage, — pe  lettre  wild  so, — 
pey  seide  to  the  Emperour  alle  aboute,  perorhemust 

"  Wy]?  force  ye  schul  don  hym  loute.  11^932  force  Arthur 
"  Passe]?  Moungu  wij?  host  right  stoute;*  ^^^ 

"  &  tif  he  come,  we  schal  hym  route,  "^^  ^  ^^ 

u   0     ^         -u  xJ-  u-  X  reiOiii,  in  spite 

"  &  reue  hym  his  regne,  maugre  his  snoute,        of  his  snout. 
"  &  wyp  righte  force  hold  hym  wyJ>oute.''*  11,936 


f  De  Consilio  Eomanorf^^  contra  Arthuri^m,  cum 
nommibns  B^^nm  eortwi. 

"When  Lucii^  wyste  Arthures  respouns,  Lucius  sum- 

.     ^    He  saw*  >e  wille  of  his  barouns,  mons  his  host 

&*  dide  somoune  wy}?oute  delay 

To  be  redy  byn  pe  twenty}?^  day,  11,  940  for  the  20th 

Wy)?hors  fchameys  to  wende  al  prest  i:if.5i,bk.,coL8.]  ^^' 

Ageyn  Arthur  toward  pe  west: 
.  "  ffor  y  schal  nerc  stynte  no  stounde*  Sihe'Su^^o 

.  "  Til  y  come  J?ere  J>at  pej  hym  founde."  *      11,944  Arthur. 


^  covrte  hot, 

^hen,  [what  ye  thence  took.] 

^chartre. 

^  P.  leayes  out  these  lines. 


*  jr  sawe. 

7  6«  j»e  tuenty,    (al  disme,  Wacet 
ii.  134,1.  11,862.) 

D  D 
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THE  KINGS  ON  THE  ROMAN  SIDE. 


These  kings 

come  to 

Lucius  : 

Epistrot, 

Otheon, 

Hurtak, 

Pandras, 

Ypolipte, 


Eyander, 

Teucer, 

Macipsa, 

Elephatina, 

Bockos, 

Sertorios, 

Folidetes, 

Serses,  and 

Musensar. 


Of  Roman 
Senators,  come 

Marcel, 

Metel,  &c., 

so  many, 
that  if  one 
could  find  their 
names 


f  Nomina  Begmn. 

ffirst  com  Epistrot  ^  kyng  of  Grece, 

&  Sire  Otheon,  Due  of  Boece, 

Sire  Hurtak  ]?e  kyng  of  Turkeys, 

A  doughti  knyght  &  a  curteys,  11,948 

Fandras  )>e  kyng  of  Egipte,' 

&  of  Cyce*  ye  kyng  Ypolipte, — 

He  was  of  gret  seignurie. 

An  hundred  cites  at  liis  baillie  ; —  11,952 

Out  of  Syre  cam  Ewander, 

&  out  of  ffiryse  J?e  kyng  Teucer, 

&  out  of  Babilloyne  sir^  Macipsa,' 

&  out  of  Spayne  sire  Elephatina^^  11,956 

&  out  of  Mede  J?e  kyng  Bockus, 

&  out  of  Lubye  sire  Sertorius,* 

Out  of  Bycynie  sire  Folidetes^ 

&  out  of  Tyre  J?e  kyng  Serses,*  11,960 

Sire  Musensar,  kyng  of  ^  AuMk, — 

A  lond  feme  a  ful  gret  stryk; 

But  he  broughte  tresor  gret  plente,® 

&  fair  folk,  &  fele,  to  se.®—  11,964 

po  Jwit  were  of  'pe  senatours. 

Men  of  Rome  most  of  hont^rs, 

Of  )?eym  cam  Marcel,  Lucitw,  Catel,* 

Octa,  Gayus,  &  sire  Metel,  11,968 

Manye  oj?ere  ^®  of  }>e  same  kynde, 

pat  noman  may  y>er  names  fynde ; 


1  Cr^te,MS.  duRoi,  27;  d*Egypte, 
MS.  du  Roi,  78,  Cang6 ;  Wace,  11 
135,  L  11,374. 

>  O^te,  MS.  du  Roi,  27 ;  Crethe, 
MS.  du  Roi,  73,  Cang^;  ib.  11,375. 

'  Micipia,    Deaf  70,  hack.] 

<  AUfatina, 


>  SerUmius.    (Sertorius,  Waee,  L 
11,383.) 
«  Et  d'ltnre  11  rois  Xers^  Waee. 
7  Mucensar  out  of, 
^  P.  leaves  oat  these  lines. 
'  luciuB  kaUff. 
w  ff  o>er  Jnauh. 
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.  &  J^ey  alltf  pe  names  wer  founde,^ 

.  Me  }7iike]?  hit  were  but  tynt,  )^  stouude '   11,972 

•  To  write  ]«  names  of  so  fele  honnde^ 

•  pat  wens  vncristned  in  }ijb  moonde.^ 
When  all^  were  comen,  symple  &  bolde, 
ffomr  hundred  ]H>ii8and  ^er  wer  tolde, 
&  an  hundred  &  fonre  score, 
All6  armed  men,  hit  telles^  byfore, 
Wyj^ute  fotmen  &  seriauntye,' 

•  pat  ]?e  noombre  kan  non  descrye. 
When  alltf  were  oomen  'pat  }ader  schold  come, 
At  J>e  Lammesse  J?ey  wente^  fro  Home,  start  at  Lam- 

.  &  tok  ]>er  weye  toward  Motmga  Spa.^' 

.  Wy}?  mykel  noyse  &  cry  &  heu.*  11,984 


it'd  be  lost 
time  to  write 


11,976  400»180  armed 
men. 


and  foot* 

UQQ^  soldiers  with- 
f^oM  ^j„t  number, 


jf  De  tenentilM^  Begis  Arthnry. 

When  Arthur  departed  his  meyne, 
&  schulde  go  }>er  }«y  wold  be, 
By  name  he  made  pern  Bile  somonns 
Er  J?ey  wente,  alle  ]>e  barouns, 
&  preied  hem  of  help  at  here  myght,- 
But  }wt  Jiey  saued  wel  )wir  ryght ; — 
And  how  mikel  ilkon  myght  biynge, 
•  pat  wolde  he  wyte  oner  alle  J^nge. 
Irland,  Qutland,  &  Norweye, 
Denmark,  Island,  &  Orkeneye, 
Sex*^  score  )K)nsand  J^y  hym  heV 
Of  alle  ]k)  landes  gedered  &  fet, — 
Enyghtes  were  namo  of  ^  )m>. 
But  ofere, — Jwit  on  fote  most*  go; 


Arthnr 


11,988 

asks  his  helpers 

how  many  men 

11  992  ^®y<^^^™* 

Ireland,  Ice- 
land, &c. 

promise 

11,996  ""'"^ 


men  on  foot, 
armed 


1  P.  laaTCi  out  these  lines. 

*  ofarmiu  Mem  te0e. 

*  sor^feoiiae. 

^TtmnuMd,  (Entrant  aost,  de 
Borne  mnrent,  TFoce,  ii.  186,  L 
11,401.) 


8  Set,  Wane,  H.  186,  L  11,412. 

tmtttt,    Cleaf70,bMsk,ool.£.] 

^rumofaOe.  (N'estoient  mie  che- 
▼aHer,  TFac«,L  11,414.) 

^pdkouthnotride^sM.  (N'il 
ne  saToienI  oeyalehier,  Wace,  L 
11,415.) 

D  D  2 
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with  spears, 
battle-axes,  &c. 


Normandy, 
Poitou,  &c. 


send  80,000. 


The  Doaze 
Peers 


send  1,300 
knights. 

Ohel  10,000, 
Agosel  2,000, 
Britain  60,000, 


beddes  many 
archers  and 
arbaluters. 


Arthur  bids 
them  all  meet 
him 


atBarfleet; 


12,000 


12,004 

HeaffiS.] 


12,008 


On  fote  by-houed  |?em  bere  ]?er  axmes,^ 

Dartes,  gauelokes,  &  gysarmes;' 

pat  was  J>e  manere  of  |>er  lond,^ 
.  pey  hadde  non  ciper,  ne  non  ^i  fond.^ 

jT  Of  Nonnandye  &  of  Angeowe, 

Of  Pykardie  &  of  Peytowe, 

And  out  of  fflaundres  &  of  Brabant,^ 

ffour  score  ]K>usand  wy)k)uten  want,' 

So  mykel  scholde  yey  fynde  of  fe/ 
.  &  namore  was  }?er  ryght  to  be.^ 

In  ffraunce  were  'pemne  twelue  lordes  fere,* 

pat  men  calle  )>e  dusze^  pers ; 

))yse  dusze  pere,  lordes  of  ffraunce. 

To  Gemy*  of  Chartres  ]?ey  hadde  alliaunce.; 

Eche  of  hem  ^  fond  an  hundred  knyghtes  12,013 

pat  fel  to  yer^  fe  at  alle  rightes. 

Ten  ]?ousand  hette  sire  Ohel, 

&  two  )?ousand  sire  Agusel;^ 

&  Arthur,  of  )?ys  iike  lond 

Sexti^*  Jwusand  knyghtes  he  fond, 

WyjM>uten  fot-folk  &  archers^ 

&  seriauntz  &  arblasters; 

Of  )?yse  y  ne  fond  no  noumbre  y-writen, 

Ne  of  na  mo  ne  coupe  men  witen. 

jf  When  Arthur  wyste  )?e  eerteyn, 

What  ilk  lord  scholde  brynge  hym  ^'  ageyn  12,024 

Of  men  of  armes  of  god  array, 

He  preied  hem  come,  &  sette  a  day, 

At  Bareflete  in  Normandye, 

pider  scholde  come  al  ]>er  nauye ;  12,028 


12,016 


12,020 


^  P.  leaves  oat  these  lines. 

^  of-fflandres  jr  Bohyne.  (Bo- 
log&e,  IFoce,  1.11,420.) 

3  essoyne  (difficolly).  essogne, 
IFoce,  1.  11421. 

^  tudfe  hrde  $ers, 

*  cM  duze. 


«  Gerjim,  (G€rin,Face,L  11,426.) 

*  AuguUel  (or  AnguUel). 
i<>  qoarante,  Wace,  I  11,435. 
^^  howfeie  ilk  kyng  suUi  bnn^. 
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&  ilkon  c^rteynlike  J>ey  bet  ^ 
,  To  be  J^ere  at  }?at  day  set. 
pen  went  all«  bom,  kyng  &  knygbt, 
&  purueyd  bem  fat  J?ey  were  digbt. 


and  they  pro- 
mise  so  to  do. 


12,032 


f  De  Modredo^  flfratre  Walwyny,  traditore. 

Oire  Artbur  badde  a  cosyn, 

Moddred  be  bigbte,  a  *  traitur  fyn ; 
A.  noble  knygbt  he  was  in  stour, 
But  til  bis  e[me]  be  was'  tray  tour.  12,03G 

Artbur  bitaughtym*  bis  lond  to  kepe;  — 

.  Hjnn  badde  ben  bettcre  baue  leid  *  to  slepe  ; 
ffor  be  bad  loued^  J?e  queue  ^  priuely, 
Artbures  wyf,  &  leyn  hure®  by;  12,040 

Nougbt  was  perceyued  bytwyxte  bem  to: 
Who  scbuld  haue  trowed  bit  bad  be^  so? 

.  Who  wold  baue  went  so  synfiil  lyf,^® 
pat  J^e  cosyn  had  leyn  by  ^  emes  wyf  ?'^  12,044 
&  namely  of  swylk  a  man  ?  ^^ 
porow  al  J7e  werld  bis  los  of  ran. — •* 
Artbur  bitaught  hym  Qeneuere  '^  }?e  quen, 
(Alas  }?at  euere  hit  scbolde  so  ben  !) "        12,048 
&  al  ]?e  lond  saue^'  J?e  coroune, 
&  schop^*  bis  host  to  Southaumptoune, 
per  schipes  y  J?e  hauen  ryden, 
pat  Arthur  &  his  folk  abiden.  12,052 


To  Modred,  a 
traitor, 


Arthur  en- 
trusts his  land. 

But  Modred 
had  lain  with 
Arthur's 
queen, — 


the  nephew 
with  his  uncle's 
wife  I — 


Yet  Arthur  en- 
trusts Guene- 
yere  to  Modred, 

and  marches  to 
Southampton. 


1  Aim  cetteyidy  hette. 

^  Modrede  fdght  \f9a,  (AMordret, 
nn  de  ses  nevos,  Wace,  ii.  138, 
1.  11,452.) 

*  to  his  Eame  was  he, 

*  he  belauht  Aim. 

*  hadbien  better  hafUggen. 

*  he  Infed. 

^  **  Genievre  estoit  sa  seror,"  says 


the  MS.  du  Roi,  75158-3'  Ck)lb.  ; 
Wace,u.  138,1.  11,458., 

^  lay  hir, 

»  wild  hafwend  it  had  bien,[}L  71.] 

»o  The  Petyt  MS.  leayes  out  these 
lines. 

"  Croneuere. 

*-  alias  ifmyght  o>er  wais  bien, 

'3  pe  lond  ait  bot» 

»^  dight. 
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THE  SCENE  AT  ABTHUB'S  EHBAEKINa 


There  are 
marmen 

tying  ropes  to 
the  banks, 


fastening  sails 
on  yards, 

setting  bow- 
lines on  bow- 
sprits, 


ronning  rails 
and  planks 
ashore  to  get 
men  and  horses 
aboard. 


When  all  are 
in, 

and  greetings 
sent  to  firiends 
at  home. 


the  sailors 


per  myghte  men  se  )^  mariners^ 

•  Many  wyght  man  in  sohipes  fers/ 
Bopes.to  righto,  lynes  to  leye^^ 
By  banke  &  brymme'  to  tadie  &  teye^ 
Cables  to  knytte  aboute  J^e  mast, 
pe  sail  on  ^erde  )^y  feste  ful  fast^ 

•  Ancres^  ores,  redy  to  hande, 
.  'Eioperea,  helmes,  right  for  to  stande, 

Bowlyne  on  bonspret  to  sette  &*  hale, 

Cordes,  kyuiles,  atached  )^^  wale; 

When  al  was  redy  in  god  point, 

Vnto  J^  lond  ]?e  schipes  ioynt; 
.  Somme  stode  in  schipe,  somme  on  sand,* 

Brygges  &  plankes  ]^y  caste  to  land,^ 

Wy)?  men  &  hors®  for  to  charge 

Cogges,  barges,  &^  schipes  lai'ge ; 

Brought  yn  helmes,  hauberks  &  scheldes, 
.  &  al  ]?at  men  yn  bataille  weldes, 

Hors  in  to  drawe,  hors  in  to  diyue; 

Men  hyed  }w-after  yn  ful  blyue.  * 

When  alle  were  inne,^®  and  mad  al  ^are, 

&  J?ey  on  }?er  wey[e]  sdiuld[e]  fiwe, 

To  J^eym  o  land  J^ey  preieden  eft^^ 

To  grete  ^er  frendes  \at  yej  had"  lefle :  12,076 
.  On  boJ?e  parties  was  heuy  diere 

•  [Whan  fi^ndes  departed  leue  &  dere.]  " 
jf  When  alle  were  ynne,  &  were  o  flote, 
Mariners  dighte  }em  to  note,  12,080 


12,056 


12,060 


Deaf58|OoL2.] 

12,064 


12,068 


12,072 


^i^  .  .  •  tay. 
'  bi  bro  bi  bankis, 

*  boufyne  to  get  boufyne  to,  (After 
they  are  on  board,  Waoe  has  ^  Boe- 
<<  lines  sachent  et  halent,"  ii.  141, 
L  11,510,  from  MS.  da  Boi,  73, 
Cang6. 

*  bordes  kevUea  cUache  to.  (?  ketdl : 
A.-Sax*  o^  halter,  bridle:  Som- 


ner.  Bat  kevei,  pole,  Jamieson,  and 
Atkinson'sXlevelaiid  GloHaij.) 

*  if  $om  on  kauL 

7  kut  to  pe  eantL 

^m^horeee, 

'  OaUis  eogges, 

^^  MS.  uuiie.  "  spak  to  eft. 

w  ffpTtdedlxmgreU  Iterjrendes, 

18  From  the  Pe^  MS.  Left  oat 
in  the  Lambetik 
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per  takel  for  to  righte'  &  taille, 

By  )ie  wynd  wel  for  to  eaylle; 

Ancrea  o  bord,  sayl  drowen  heye,* 

pe  wynd  blew  wel,  yer  schipe  gon  fleye,    12,084 

&  |>e  mariners  ^t  weren  sleye,^ 

nkon  dide  ^r  maistrie: 

Somme  aforced  ^e  wyndas, 

Somme  J^  loo^  somme  ]?e  bytas;*  12,088 

pe  mayster  mariner  was*  byhynde, 

pe  schip  to  stere  by®  )?e  wynda 
^(Queynte  he  was,  &  right  hardy, 
•  &  engynous  man  &  sley,  12,092 

pat  first  fond  schip  on  se  to  feure, 

&  ti6mde  wyj?  J>e  wynd  J?er  he  nyste  whare, 

Lond  to  seke  J^at  he  saw  nought, 

Ne  whiderward  he  schulde  be  brought.)^    12,096 


get  the  anchors 
on  hoard, 
hoist  sails, 
and  the  ships 

fly. 


The  captains 
steer  behind. 

(A  quaint  bold 
man  he  was 
that  first  set  a 
ship  on  ihe  sea 


to  seek  unseen 
lands.) 


jf  De  Sompno  Arthnry. 

Cire  Arthur  hadde  weder  at  wille, 

Saflyk  he  seyled,  wythouten  ylle; 
Hys  folk  was  ioifiil  &  gl[ft]dly  let, 
ffor  ]7eire  pathe  fare  to  Bareflet.^ 
.  Atte  midnyght  men  gaf  god  kep, 
Arthur  fel  on  slomber  &  slep; 
In  his  slepyng  als  he  gan®  lye, 
Hym  )K)ughte  he  sey  a  Bere  flye 
An  hugely  gret,  a  lothly  best,^* 
&  fley  faflte  towardes^'  }e  est. 


The  weather  is 
&ir, 

and  the  folk 

12,100  j^'y^^ 

Arthor  dreams 


12,104  *Jia*  a  huge 

Bear  flies  east, 


1  dight, 

^  ankers  vpwond  saile  drouh  hie, 
^  po  maistres  >a<  were  sUe, 
^  torn  pe  lofe  som  pe  betas,  [leaf  71, 
ool.  2.]  ("  betas,"  mot  espagnol  qui 
signifie  les  manceuvres  (cordes)  :  De 
lancy,  on  the  authority  of  M.  Jal, 
historiograpfae  de  la  Marine,  Wace, 
i.  141, note.    But?) 


•  maryners  stode, 

7-7  Not  in  P.,  though  in  Wace. 
(Cp.  Horace,  Odes,  I.  iii.  1.  9.) 
^  pet  red  >am  right  to  barl(/lete, 
'  slepe  as  he  gon, 
*°  a  long  jr  an  vgly  beste. 
>^  flouhfast  toward. 
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and  a  flaming 
Dragon  flies 
west; 


that  they  fight, 


and  the  Dragon 
clips  the  Bear 
till  he  bursts. 


Arthur  wakes, 

asks  clerks 
whether  his 
dream  means 

joy  or  trouble. 


O  JHit  dper  syde  a  Dragon  vp  stey; 
In  to  )?6  west  hym  ]70ughte  he  fley  ;^ 
Of  his  movLp  a  flaume  cam  out, 
pe  lond,  )?e  water,  schon  al  about, 
pe  here  assailled  J^e  dragoun, 
&  he  defended  hym  as  a  lyoun ; 
,  Wonderly  ilk  oper  gan  assaill^,' 

•  &  strong  was  )>anne  per  bataille ;' 
.  Scharply  'per  ilk  olper  smot, 

.  Bitterly  bofe  )?ey  blewe  &  hot. 
pe  dragou  was  swyft,  &  eleyly*  swypte, 
pe  here  in  his  clawes  he  dypte, 
&  ]?riste  hjm  so  Jwit  he  to-barst,* 
&  doun  vnto  'pe  etpe  hym  cast. 
Arthur  of  his  slepyng  wok, 
Gret  tent  of  his  drem  he  tok ; 
He  askede  clerkes  sete  ^  hym  aboute, 
Wheper  hit  mente  drede  or  doute : 
. "  Y  wolde  wyte  what  hit  wolde  ®  mene, 
.  "  &  wheiper  hit  tokned  ioye  or  tene, 
.  "  &  whejw  hit  was  help  or  dere, 

•  *'  pat  pe  dragoun  slow  pe  here." 


12,108 


12,112 


12,116 


12,120 


[lf.51;bk..coLl.] 

12,124 


12,128 


Some  say  that 
Arthur  is  the 
dragon,  and  a 
giant  is  the 
bear. 


f  Interpretacio  Sompny  Arthnry. 

o  omme  per  were  puB  hit  descried, 
^  *  Hym  self  pe  dragon  signefied, 

*  &  pe  here  som  geaunt 

*  pat  he  schuld  make^  recreaunt, 

*  ffro  fer  schold  come,  &  do  gret  wo, 

*  &  ]K)row  force  he  schulde  hym  slo/ 


12,132 


'  itjiegh. 

*  The  Petyt  MS.  leayes  ont  these 
lines. 

'  iuyflbf,  ( Wace  has  for  the  three 
lines  before,  only  **  Mais  li  dragons 


'<  Poors     enyersoit,"    iL    143,    1. 
12,540.) 

*  to  broite, 

^sat, 

^  wild  wit  whit  it  mot. 

7  He  suld  him  mak. 
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Somme  o|>er  weys  gan  hit  rede, 
But  sXie  yey  seyde  he  schulde  wel  spede ; 
J>eii  seide  hym  self,  **  y  trowe  hit  menes 
"  pis  werre,  &  manye  oj^er  tenes 
**  Bytwyxt  me  &  ]7e  Emp^rour. 
'*  Let  God  al  worthe,  my  ereatourl" 
jf  At  ]fat  word  )w  day  gan  sprynge, 
pe  scmne  ros  fairc  y  ^  mornynge, 
&  at  fe  scmne  rysyng  in  god  tyme 
pey  come  to  Bareflete  er  pryme. 
flfro*  schip  to  londe  ful  sone  }?ey  ^ede, 
&  in  ]7e  contra  aboute  gon  sprede ; 
He  seide  he  wolde  his  folk  abyde, 
po  )?at  wer6  nought  come'  Jwt  tyde. 

.  Longe  while  *  dwelled  he  nought, 
pat  tydynges  men  hym*  brought, 
pat  }ader  was  comen  a  geaunt, 
&  longe  ]?er  hadde  ben  his  haunt; 
Out  of  Spayne  was  he  comen,' 
&  [had]  *  Sire  Oheles  nece  y-nomen  ; 
Mayde  Eleyne  was  hurc  name, 
He  had  hur6  taken  to  do  hure  schame, 
&  had  hure  brought  vnto  an  hil, 

.  pat  non  ne  myghte  ne  durste  ^  com  til.— 
Micheles  Mount  men  calles®  hit  now, 

.  pere  ^e  geaunt  Eleyne  slow ; 
Was  )76r  non  auter  ne^  no  chapel 

.  pat  ilke  tyme  pat  \iia  chaunce  fel ; 
Aboute  J?at  hil  J^e  water  flowes, 

.  Come|>  ^r  non  Jwt  he  ne  rowes. — 
per'*  was  non  J^at  hadde  J?at  myght 
pat  wy]?  ]?e  geaunt  durst  ones  fight ; 


12,136 


Arthur  thinks 
the  fight  means 
his  war  with 
the  Emperor. 


12,1 4K) 


At  sonrise  they 
12  144  ^^^^  Barfleet, 

land,  and 
spread  ahout 
the  country. 

12,148 


Arthur  is  told 
of  a  giant 


12,152 


from  Spain, 
who  has  carried 
off  Ohel's  niece 


12,156 


12,160 


to  St  MichaePs 
Mount, 


which  is  sur- 
12,164  «>"°ded  by 
water. 

No  one  dares 
fight  the  giant 


>o/.        Deaf  n.  hack.] 

*not  comen. 

'  long  stounde, 

*  tipinges  men  to  Aim. 

^  MS.  comem. 


•  had,  7  dor, 
^calt, 

•  altere  no,    (mostier  ne,    Wace, 
ii.  145,1,  11,575. 

»«  it. 
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Those  who  had 
tried  it  before 


were  drowned 
or  slain. 


Men  had  left 
their  dwellings, 
and  the  land 
was  waste,  for 

this  giant 
Dynabrok. 


Somme  \>er  wea^e  vmwhile  wylde  fonde,^ 

&  hym  assailled  by  water  &  londe^  12,168 

But  he  gaf  nought  of  }^ir '  assaut, 
.  ffor  )?ey  fulle  euere  in  ]^ir  '  defiBkut ; 

ffor  grete  roches  at  J^em  he  cast^ 

&  )fer  schipes  to-rof  &  braet.  12,172 

Many  were  drenkled,  fele  were  slayn, 
.  ]>o  )?at  ascaped,  hit  was  wy]?  payn ; 

per-tore  fe  contre  was  ner  al  fled, 

peir  wonyng  fiirsoke,  J?eir  godes  led,  12,176 

&  lefte  yat  lond  wast  &  wylde, 

ffor  man  or  best,  wyf  or  childe. 

pe  geauntes  name  was  Dynabrok, 
.  A  grysly*  man  was  on  to  loke.  12,180 


Arthur  calls 

Kay  and 
Beduer. 

All  three  arm, 
and  go 

after  Dynabrok. 


Arthur  trusts 
in  Grod,  and  his 

own  yaliant- 
ness  to  fight 
the  giant 


f  De  Gygante  Dynabrok^.   Dt62,b]L.ooL2.3 

TIThen  Arthur  hadde  herd  |?e  pleynt, 

How  wy}?  Jto  geaunt  }>e  folk  was  teynt, 
He  calde  sir^  Caye  &  Beduer,^ 
&  ilk  of  ]^ym  tok  a  squyer;  12,184 

Armure  dlde  )?ey  vn^  hem  lede, 
&  ilk  of  ]^ym  tok  hym  a  steda 
He  nolde  schewe  hit  to  namo 
,  pat  he  wolde®  to  J?e  geaunt  go;  12,188 

lyf  olle  had  wyst  he  wente  so  one, 
pe  ost  had  ben  abaischt  ilkone ; 
He  tristed  wel  in''  Qodes  grace 
pat  he  durste  hym  schewe  his  face,  12,192 

&  on  his  grete  ^  vaillauntise 
Ar  ®  he  durst  take  }wit  emprise. 


^  ufM  8om  tymefond, 
5  MS.  his.  P.  >er. 

*grimbf.  Deaf  71,  back,  ooL  2.] 
'  The  three  next  lines  are  in  De 
linoy's  MS.  of  Waoe,  though  tamed 


oat  by  him  in  &Toar  of  anodier  MS., 
vol.  iL  p.  146,  note  '. 

^Muld. 

7  trasted  wele  on, 

*  owen, 

•|»a/. 
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Al  ]Hit  like  night  )?ey  lyden, 

pot  J?ey  no  whar^  stynte  ne  biden, 

Til  hit  was  y  ]?e  mom[e]  tyde 

pat  J?ey  seye  wel  fere  bysyde 
•  A  bot  standynge  at  a  stage ; 

pen  hoped  ]f&y  )>ere  was  ]^  passage. 
.  Two  hilles  wyjynne  }>e  water  wow, 
.  pat  on  was  lasse,  J?at  oJ>er  more ; 

O  J?e  more  hil  ]?er  was  a  fyr, 

ffro  ferre  )?ey  sey  hit  brenne  schir; 
*pe  lasse  hil  was  nought  so  drey 

ffro  )>e  more,  bnt  euene  ney; 

An  oj^er  fir  was  on  Jwt  hil;* 

per-fore  Arthur  was  al  wyl' 

On  whilk  hil  ]fe  geaunt  was, 

Ne  non  cou}?e  kenne  hym  ^  righte  pas. 

pen  bad  he  sire  Beduer  *'  go 

"  To  serche  J>e  hilles  to  &  fro; 

"  &  when  ]?ou  wost  J^  certeyn, 

**  Hye  fe  Jeanne  to  me  a-geyn." 


They  ride  all 

12,196  '"*«^*' 

and  next  mom* 


12  200  "^  ^®  cross- 
'         ing;  but  there 
is  a  small  hill 
as  well  as  a  big 
one, 
with  a  fire 


12,204 


on  each, 

12,208  80  that  Arthur 
can't  make  out 
on  which  hill 
Dynabrokis. 

He  sends  Bed- 
1 9  91 9  ««r  to  search 
12,212  both  hills. 


i^enne  Beduer  dide  hym  in  J?e  bot, 

&  on  J?e  nexte  hil  he  smoi 
,  Beduer  stod,*  &  hym  auysed 
,  Whider-ward  J>e  weyes  wy  sed ; 

pe  nexte  wey  he  tok  vp  hey, 

&  als  he  wente  he  herde  a  ciy; 

Qret  pleynte  he  herde  on  make; 

A  party  gan  his  herte  quake ; 

He  wende  hit  hadde  J?e  geaunt  ben, 
>  pat  his  comyng  had  wist  or  sen ; 

He  drow  hys  swerd  al  so  smert, 

&  gadered  hardinesse  of  hert. 


»  neuer. 

'"'  a  fio)>er  fire  was  on  pe  lesse 
hiU. 


*  aU  voift, 

*  smote. 


Beduer  rows  to 
1 A  Q-i  ^  the  nearest  hill, 


goes  high  up  it, 

12  220  ^^^  l^^iu^  ft  cry 
'         of  one  plaining. 


He  thinks  it  is 
12,224  ^y»«^«>^^' 

and  draws  Ids 
sword, 


>ifi' 
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ELETNE'S  tomb  and  FOSTER-MOTflEB. 


bat  he  Boon 
finds  a  fire 
near  a  tomb, 


with  a  woman 
sitting  by 


crying  "  Alas 

for  thee, 
Eleyne  I " 


&  ]K)ughfc  Jwtfc  ^yf  he  wy]?  hym  mette, 

WyJ?  hym  to  fighte  he  wolde  nought  lette.    1 2,228 

But  al  Jwt  fenkyug  was  in^  vayn, 

ffor  on  )>e  hil  aboue  ]^  playn 

He  fond  a  fir  brennyng  an  hy,* 

&  a  toumbe  newe  ]^r-by;  12,232 

Als  he  bar  his  swerd  in  haude, 

By  "pe  toumbe  he  sey  on  sittande, 

A  womman,  ner  al  naked, 

Aboute  hure  hed  hur^  her  to-schaked  ;  ^    12,236 

Biside  ^e  toumbe  }ns  womman  lay, 

&  often  cried  "  wey  la  way !  " 

&  mente  ^e  vilenye  &  )?e  peyne, 

&  seide,  "  alas  for  )?e,  Eleyne!''  12,240 


Beduer  pities 
her. 

But  she  says 
"  Miserable 
man,  why  are 
yon  come  to 
yoor  death  ? 


Fly  from  this 
hill  and  the 
giant ! " 
Bedner  asks 


her  who  she  is, 
and  why  she 
weeps. 


f  De  Tnmba  Elene,  ft  de  nutrice  eins.    peafss.] 

T>eduer  sey  J?e  toumbe  was  newe, 

•*-^  &  of  hure  deol  his  herte  gan  rewe. 

Whan  scheo  pcrceyued  sire  Beduer, 

Scheo  saide,  "  cheytyf,  what  wiltow  *  her  ?    12,244 

'*  Som  synne  haf  jie  hyder  y-brought, 

"  pat  J?y  de]?  her  hastow  *  sought ; 

**  pis  day  ys  |>e  schape  to  deye, 

"  jyf  ]?e  geaunt  |>e  se  wy]?  eye.  12,248 

"  pis  ilke  hil  swy}>e  )wu  weyue, 

"  So  )?at  he  )?e  nought  perceyue." 

"  f  Wyf/'  h«  seide,  '*  for «  charite, 

"  Let  j^y  gretyng,  &  spek  wy]?  me,  12,252 

"  &  sey  me  what  you  art,  &  why 

"  pou  wepest  here  so  delfully, 

"  &  ho  ys  leyd  here  on  J?is  graue; 


*  bot,     [teftf  72.] 
2  brennand  hie, 

*  hir  hatr^jchaked. 


*  caitife  whtX  dos  )>0tf. 

*  dede  here  ha», 
^  par. 
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"  &  sey  me  so]?,  so  God  ^  J?e  saue !  "  12,256 

jf  "  I  am,"  scheo  seyde,  "  a  wo-bygon," 
"  An  helples  J'yiig,  a  waryed  on, 
"  &  grete  for  a  maydens*  myshap 

•"  pat  whilom  y  norisched  at  my  pap,        12,260 

.  "  &  souke  y  gaf  hvoce  of  my  brest  f 
*'  &  Jris  ys  hure  toumbe*  ];at  J>ou  sest; 
*'  Eleyne  scheo  highte,  Oheles  nece, 

.  "  Of  flesche  was  non  so  fair  a  pece.  12,264 

"  To  norische  sche  was  me  taught,* 
"  Alas  )w  while  y  euere  hur«  aught  I 
"  So  cam  }?is  fend  to  )?ys  contre, 
"  &  tok  bo)?e  Eleyne «  &  me,  12,268 

"  &  broughte  vs  here  vnto  J^is  hyl, 

. "  So  ]?at  noman  dar  come  vs  tyl. 
*'  Eleyne  he  wolde  haue  furlayn, 
'^  But  sche  ne  myghte  nought  wy]?  "pat  payn ; 
"  He  was  so  huge,^  ouer  mesure,  12,273 

"  &  scheo  so  ^ong,  )>at  myght  nought  dure. 

.  "  porow  gret  destresse  hire  herte  brast, 
"  In  his  armes  scheo  ^ald  ^  gast,  12,276 

"  &  yn  Jjys  toumbe  y  haue  hure  leyd ; 

.  "  &  Jnis  hit  was  ®  als  y  haue  seid." 
IT  pen  seid  he,  "  wherto  dwellest  )h)u  here, 
'*  SyJ?en^  sche  ys  ded  Jwt  was  pe  dere?"  12,280 
"  Sire,"  scheo  seyde,  "  y  wil  }?e  telle 

.  "  ^if  ]h)u  durstest  '•  so  longe  dwelle. 
*'  Sire,  for  y  |?e  se  of  body  auenaunt, 
"  &  gentil  man  by  []?i]^^  semblaunt,  12,284 

'*  When  y  sey  Eleyne  so  schamely  deye, 
"  My  wit  was  lorn,  &  al  a-weye; 


"  I  am  a  woe- 
begone, 

who  weeps  for 
my  foster- 
chUd— 

this  is  her 
tomb — 
Eleyne,  OhePs 
niece. 


Alas  that  ever 
she  was  trusted 
tome  ! 
This  fiend 
Dynabrok 
seized  her  and 
me, 

and  ravished 
her, — 

he  so  huge,  she 
so  yoang — 

so  that  she 
died  in  his 
arms. 

I  laid  her  in 
this  tomb; 

and  I  dwell 
here 


becaose  after 
my  El^ne*s 
death,  I  lost 
my  wit, 


*  criite. 

'  I  grete  for  may  den. 
*-•  at  90uke  ./.  gaf  Mr  of  my  pap, 
I.  noriuched  Mr  of  my  breste, 

*  One  stroke  too  many  for  um  in 
the  MS. 


^  tome  echo  wae  hitauht 

^Mr. 

^  grete. 

^  so  it  is, 

•  ten, 

w  durste.  »  be  K 


[If.  72. 
ooLS.] 
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430        OF  DTKABBOK'S  lust,  and  mS  DWELLING. 


and  Dynabrok 
forced  me  to 
stay,  to  satisfy 
his  lost  on  me. 


Would  that  I 
coald  nnk  into 
the  earth! 
He  will  come 
soon, 

and  yon  are  a 
dead  man  if 
you  stay  here. 
Flee  at  once  ! 

He  is  on  yon 
hill,  by  the  fire 
yon  see. 

Flee,  and  leave 
me  to  my 
sorrow. 
Wonld  that  I 
conld  die  I " 
Bedaer  grieres 
for  her, 


but  turns  back 
to  Arthur, 

tells  him  how 
Eleyne  died, 
and  that  the 
giant  is  on  the 
big  hill 
whence  the 
smoke  comes. 
Arthur  waits 


fbr  the  ebb  of 
the  tide; 
then  he.  Bed- 


"  Wyf  force  he  dide  me  leue  stille, 

''  His  lecherie  in  me  to  fulfilk  12,288 

•  **  Oa  God  hjrm  selue  y  take  witnes, 
'^  pat  al  maugre  myn  hit  es ! 

.  "  &  ilka  tyme  ^at  y  him  se, 

•  '^  Y  wilde  be  sonken,  for  y  ne  may  fle ;  12,292 
"  &  y  trowe  he  come]>  right  ^  sone, 

"  His  lecherie  wyp  me  to  done. 

"  Y  telle  Jie  ded,  ^yf  Jh)u  here  bydes, 

.  '^  No  )?yng  ne  saue^  J'e,  ne  hides ;  12,296 

"  SwyJ^e  Jwu  fle,  y  gyue  J^e  red, 
"  y  wolde  nought  Jwu  were  so*  ded. 
«<  fonder  ys  he,  y  schal  "pe  kenne^ 
''  On  ^one  hil  ^  pou  sest  breivne;  12,300 

^  Sone  to  come  his  tyme  schal  be,      pear b$,ooL8.3 

, "  per-fore,  sire  knyght^  y  rede  Jnm  fle, 
''  &  let  me  haue  my  self  my  sorew^ 
«  My  wiUe  ys  to  be  ded  '  to  mwewe,''      12,304 
Of  hure  wo  sore  hym  ouer  }H>iight  ;* 

» But  he  ne  wiste  what  hare  doughty 
Ne  to  make'^  long  dwellyng. 
He  turned  ageyn  vnto  )?e  Iqmge;  12,308 

&  als  scheo  seide,  so  he  hym  tolde. 
How  Eleyne  deyde,  &  scheo  in  holde, 
&  he  scholde  fynde  'pe  geannt 
Y  pe  more  hil,  \fer  was  his  haimt;  12,312 

*'  Out  of  pat  stede  pe  smoke  cam  ^  fro, 

, "  We  may  hym  fynde  ^if  )wt  we  go.** 
j|f  ffor  Eleyne  had  Arthur  sorewe  ynow, 
&  abod  til  )«  flod  wy]MlrowJ  12,316 

Vntil®  pe  ebbe  a  stounde  J>ey  bod, 
Wi)F  per  hors  pen  oner  pej  rod. 


^  hope  [expect]  he  comes, 
'  toUd  not  $e  ^  ^om  were, 
'  to  die. 
^forfoM. 


*nehetomak.    Dmt1%\»A:2 

*come$, 

^  widnmh, 

^mto. 
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&  wenten  bote  a  softe  ^  pas 
Tyl  fei  p^rodned  wher  he  *  was. 
})eir  stedee  &  ^  palfreys 
})eir  squiers  hdde,  wip  o)ier  hameys ; 
But  mie  Beduer  &  sire  Kay 
^ede  wif  Arthur  vp  fe  way. 
Arthur  seide,  "y  wil  proue  my  might, 
"  WiJ^  J?e  geaunt  alone  to  fight; 
"  Hold  ^ow  here  byhynde  a  lyte; 
**  Alone  on  hym  wil  y  first  smite ; 
"  While'  y  may  my  selue  saue, 
"  Ofer  help  wil  y  non  haue ; 
'*  Me  ]>ynke}^  hit  were  no  vasselage, 
"  J)re  til  on ;  hit  were  outrage ! 
**  Nere  J^  les,  ^yf  )?at  ^e  se  nede, 
"  Bettere  ys  help  ^an  ouer  drede; 
, "  fibr  men  seye,  '  hit  ys  folye  * 
"  *  In  strengthe  to  mikel  for  to  aflye.* "  * 
pey  seide,  *for  prowesse  ne  for  ^elp, 
'  ^yf  hit  were  ned,  )?ey  wolde  hym  help.* 


ner,  and  Kay 
ride  across   - 
J  2,320  to  the  giant's 
hill, 


12,324 


and  Arthur 
says  he*U  fight 
Dynabrok 
alone; 


12,328 


12332<Jiwetoone 
'         would  be 
shameftiL 
Bat  still  they 
may  help  him 
if  they  see 

12,336  °^- 


JT  De  Ocdsione  Gygantis  Dynabrok  per  AxVliJxrum. 


Arthur  alone  J'e  hil  he  tok^ 
,  -^  Vnto  J?e  geaunt  Djmabrok. 
By  a  mykel  fir  he  sat, 
Rostyng  a  swyn  gret  &^  hi, 
&  oper  flesche  biside  was  sode ;  ^ 
His  biyn,®  his  herd,  'per^ynp  al  lothen,* 


Arthur  finds 
12,340  Dynabrok 


roasting  a  fat 

12y344  his  eyebrows 
and  beard  all 


^schorte. 
^UB.sckeo.    T.he. 

^  P.  leases  ont  these  lines. 
*  Puis  ont  tot  trois  le  mont  pni^, 
Wace,  ii.  152,  L  11,867. 


•  flr  roste  tujfn€sfle»chjkft, 

7  $om  rotted  jr  9<m  waa  90then. 
^  les     gaemons      (moustaches), 
TFace,iL  158, 111,872. 

*  Mm  hryne  tds  herde  >er  vAik  was 
bro^. 
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432     THE  FIGHT  BETWEEN  ABTHUR  AND  DTNABROK. 


slobbered  with 
the  fat 


Dynabrok 

starts  ap  to 
lift  his  mace, 

but  as  he*8 
doing  it, 

Arthar  thrusts 
at  him  with  his 
lance. 

They  fight 


and  Arthur  is 
hard  bestead. 


No  three  men 
could  lift  Dy- 
nabrok's  mace. 


He  aims  a  blow 
at  Arthur, 


who  catches  it 
on  his  shield, 


&  al  to-soilled  ^  wyj^  J>e  spyk : 
.  I  trowe  Jwt  syght  was  ful  lo}?lyk ; 

But  Arthur  }^ughte  to  haue  'pe  grace 

to  smyte  er  he  tok^  his  mace.  12,348 

When  }?e  geaunt  of  hym  was  war, 

£ferly  he  hadde  how  he  cam  ]?ar, 

&  stirte  vp  penne  al  o  glyft/, 

His  grete  mace*  for  to  lyft;  12,352 

But  Arthur  auised  hym  wel  ynow; 

Als  he  hys  mace  vpward  drow, 
.  Arthur  bar  on  hym  wyp  his  launce 
.  To  combren  hym,  als  of  chaunce ;  12,356 

.  Longe  J>ey  foughte,  a  wel  god  while, 
.  But  Arthur  conpQ  mykel  of  gyle ; 
.  Nere  sleighte  &  qtteyntise  hadde  ben,  &  gile,* 
.  Somme  had  be  combred  fcr  in  a  whyle  ;  *    12,360 
.Sot  kyng  Arthur  neuere  er  was*     [Tf.55,b«sk,coLi.] 
,  Bystad  in  so  hard  a  cas.* 
.  Dynabrok  a-geyn  hym  stod 
.  Wy}^  his  mace,  as  geaunt  wod,  1 2,364 

ffor  J;re  men,  wy}H>ute  'pe  forj^e, 

Schuld  nought  haue  stired  his  mace  firom^  erpe; 

He  sey  wel  how  he  made  lus  mynt^ 

&  wip  his  mace  he  teysed*  his  dynt ;        12,368 
•  He  wiste  pe  strok  schulde  be  gret; 

Ynder  his  scheld  al  he  schet, 

&  ageyn  his^  strok  hit  held. 

pen  smot  pe  geaunt  on  his  scheld,  12,372 

&  wyp  pat  dynt  so^  heuy  &  stronge 

pe  hilles  alle  aboute  ronge. 


^tosoUed. 

^  come  or  he  toke, 

>  jr  toAe  hie  mace  vp, 

[leaf  78,  back.  coL  2.] 
*  P.  leaves  oat  these  lines. 


*  eM  not  lifte  iifio  pe, 
^  teyeedy  poised ;  cp.  ieyee  ff  taie- 
and,  Seryn  Sages,  1978,  In  HaUiweU. 

^  90  woe  pe  difnU 
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.  &  al  'pat  was  {^r-inne,  hit  schok ' 
When  Arthur  pat  dynt  so  huge  tok.^ 
Arthur  was  stoneyd,  stakered,  &  stynt, 
But  ^ut  fel  he  nought  for  pat  dynt. 

,  Andper  strok  wold  he  nought  byde, 

.  But  peyned '  hym  to  smyte  a  syde 

.  Wjp  his  swerd  Calibome ; 

.  Scharply  he  gan  hym  tome ; 
pat  swerd  he  lifbe  wel  on  hey, 

.  &  valede  his  scheld  '  a  party  ; 
Endlong^  his  forehed  he  hym  smot» 

,  pe  swerd  bot  wel,  &  he  was  hot, 
&  entamed  bo);e  his  bryn^ 
pat  al  fe  skyn  heng  ouer  hys  eyn. 
Wy}^  pat  strok  he  hadde  ben  slayn : 
His  mace  he  held  wel  per  a-gayn, 
&  his  heued  a  party  glent, 
pat  som  of  J^  strok  hit  hent ; 
Netheles,  wel  was  hit  set ; 
pe  blod  al  ouer  his  eyen  hit  schet;^ 
pen  lost  he  per  al  his  sight, 
per^  wax^  he  woder  for  to  fyght, 
pen  was  he  woder  pen  he  was  or,^ 
fSghtyng  als  a  wylde  bor,^ 
pe  same  weys  so  dide  he;^ 
When  he  sey  pat  he  myghte  nought  se,* 
He  ne  lefle  for  swerd  ne  oper  hirt 
pat  he  vntil  Arthur  stirt; 
Aboute  his  middel  his  armes  he  leyd, 
&  on  Arthur  so  sore  he  breyd,® 


12,376 


and  staggers 

under  it, 

bat  doesn't  fall. 


12,380 


With  Calibnm 


12,384 

he  smites  Dy- 
nabrok  along 
the  forehead, 

12,388  ?«d^«Wc«d. 
'         ing  skin  fislls 
over  his  eyes. 
He'd  have  been 
killed  if  he 
hadn't  put  np 

12.392  ^^^-•^ 

head. 

The  blood 
stops  np  Dyna- 
brok's  eyes, 

12,396  he  gets  wilder 
and  wilder, 

and  fights  like 
a  wild  boar. 


12,400 


Then  he  rushes 
at  Arthur, 
seizes  him  by 
12,404  the  middle, 


>  P.  leaves  oat  these  lines. 

"  Ms  tcheUe  he  auaiied  (lowered). 
*  jr  o  long. 


&  Les   dens    sqrcils   11   entama, 
Wace,  il  154,  L  11,896. 

•  Aif  Ine  get, 

•  sar^  he  braid,    [leaf  78.] 

E  E 
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ARTHtTR  SPLITS  DYNABROK'S  HBAD. 


lifts  him  up, 


and  throws 
him  on  his 
knees. 

Arthur 
gets  up, 


twists  round, 
forces  the 
gianfsarms 
open,  gets  free, 


and  smites  the 
giant  with  his 
sword. 

Dvnahrok, 
blmded  bj  his 
blood,  gropes 
about  after 
Arthur; 


then  he  stops 
still  a  second, 
and  Arthur 
splits  his  head 
down  to  his 
shoulders. 


.  On  heighte  he  lifte  hym  four  fet ; 
.  &  als  he  yere  hym  doun  let, 

Vpon  his  knes  he  hym  kast. 

pen  Arthur  proued  his  force  fest,  12,408 

.  Our  lady  hym  halp,  his  wille  was  god, 

WyJ^  force  he  ros,  &  he  vp  stod; 

&  Arthur  was  algate  queynte, 

&  his  willc  was  neu^re  fejmte;  12,412 

.  On  pat  syde  he  bar  his  scheld, 
.&  ye  geaunt  nought  ne^  held, 

Wyf  fat  he  wro)?,*  &  tumde  his  syde, 

&  dide  his  armes'  opene  wyda  12,416 

"When  he  hym  self  was  fro  hym  broken, 

&  yai  his  body  was  nought  loken,^ 

ffol  lyght  hym  }K)ughte  ]wt  he  was  oute;* 

Wi)?  Calibome  yen  ran  he  aboute,*  12,420 

And  eu^re  on  ye  geaunt^  smot, 

&  Calibome  sore  vpon  hym  bot. 

pe  geaimt  glente  hider  &  tyder,^    [ieaf58^biMjk,coia.i 

pe  blod  so  blent  hym,  he  nyst  whider ;     12,424 

He  groped  aboute  hym  for  to  *  hent, 

&  Arthur  aboute  hym  euere  went/, 

&  smot  hym  sor^  woundes'  fele, 
.  Nought  of  hym  ne  wolde  he  spele;^®        12,428 
.  &  at  a  turn  ye  geaimt  stynt/, 

Arthur  gaf  hym  so  gret  a  dynt 
^^O  J^  hed,  yai  in  to  ye  nekke  hit  dref, 

&  in  to  ye  schuldres  ye  panne  he  def;"  12,432 
•  ^yt  he  after  Arthur  raught,— 

Arthur  wyjHlrow"  his  swerd  a  draughty — 


^  pe  Geaunt  nouht  he  ne. 
'  wrope  (writhed). 

*  armvre, 

^  not  stoken, 

*  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 

^  onpe  Geaunt  with  his  suerd  he. 
7  pider  ff  pidere. 


^  grapte  about  \fhe  mot, 
*  with,  wondet. 
'®  apele  =  spare. 
"""  pan  doun  tn  to  pe  hede  it  dntfe, 
pe  paiMe  ia  to  pe  sehuldree 
klafe. 
"  ^  Arthwr  drouk. 
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pat  he  stombled,  &  gaf  a  cry,^ 
A  dredful  &  a  loj^ly;* 
When  he  fel,  he  gaf  a  lasehe 
As  wy)7  a  blast  had  fSdle  an  asch^; 
&  for  Jwt  fiJ  Arthur  low, 
He  was  venged  hjrm  Jwughte^  y-now; 
ffro  ferre  he  stod,  &  loked  on  hym,^ 
•  &  sey  de  he  was  a  geaunt  grym ;  ^ 
He  bad  Beduer  he  schalde  go 
To  smyte  }>e  heued  fe  body  fro, 
&  bytake'  hit  a  squier 
To  schewe  hit  al  ]^  host  plener. 


Dynabrok 
tc%  A  GO  utters  a  dread- 
12,436  foi  cry, 

and  falU  with 
a  sound  like  an 
ash  blown 
down. 
12  440  ^^^"^  laughs; 


says  he's  a 
gnm  giant, 
tells  Beduer  to 
12,444  cut  Dynabrok's 
head  off,  and 
have  it  shown 
to  the  aimy. 


fHic  narraxdt  Aithnrt^^  Beduero  ft  Kayo  de 
gigaT^te  Byton^. 


i^eTi.  telde  Arthur  to  Beduer  &*  Kay, 

pat  he  nadde  neu^re  suche  affray. 
Of  no  geaunt  but  of  on, 
&  J'ot  geaunt  highte  Byton ;  ^ 
fful  manye  kynges  had  he  don  slo, 
&  flow  ^  berdes  of  alle  Jk)  ; 
Til  a  pane,  as  a  furoow,*  he  did  hem  tewe : 
Loke  ^if  Byton  wer^  nought  ^  a  schrewe ! 
pat  geaunt  Biton  sende  his  sonde 
Til  Arthur  fro  feme®  londe, 
,  &  seide  he  scholde  make  hym  a-ferd 
But  he  flowe  of  his  owen*^  herd, 
&  sent  hit  hym  vntil  his  pane, 


12,448 


Arthur  says  he 
nerer  had  such 
a  fight, 


except  with  the 
giant  Ryton, 
who  made  the 
12,452  beards  of  the 
kings  he  slew 
into  a  trimming 
for  his  cloak. 


«*  This  Ryton 
sent  to  me. 


12,466 


and  said  that 
unless  I  flayed 
off  my  beard, 
and  sent  it  him 
fiirhis  cloak, 


1  P.  leayes  out  these  lines. 

*  venged  weU, 

*  bitech. 

^Hetdd  Beduer  ff  «ir. 

*  P.  has  for  the  next  two  lines,— 

he  did  mykeft  wonder  jr  «^> 
jr  nutnif  kynges  did  he  aio. 


f^aU\>et  herdea  he  did  offlo, 
a  pane  he  mad  ofaUe  >o. 

Deaf  78,  col.  2.] 

•  And  ae  afirraur, 

*  se  how  BiUm  was, 
^fer. 

^  awen. 

E  K  2 
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HOW  ARTHX7R  SLEW  THE  GIANT  RTTON. 


I  was  to  get 
ready,  and 


fight  him ; 
and  whocTer 
won, 

shotdd  flay  off 
the  other's 
heard,  and  put 
it  on  the  cloak. 

So  I  went  to 
him,  slew  him, 
and  won  his 
cloak  on 

Mount  Derane. 

No  one  has 
given  me 
such  trouhle 
since,  save  this 
Dynahrok." 

Beduer  gives 

Bynabrok's 

head  to  a 

squire, 

to  show  to  the 

host 

Ohel  laments 

Eleyne's  fete, 

and  builds  a 
feir  chapel  for 
her, 

wherein  her 
corpse  is  laid, 
and  it  is  called 


.  To  menske  hit  ^  hit  waa  wane ; 
&  ^yf  he  sent  hit  hjrm  ble|?ely, 
He  schulde  set  hit  most  worschipfuly,^ 
Sot  he  wolde  vrle  his  pane  wyJ^*l 

.  Aboute  wij^  a  Sylei  smal ; 
And  tyf  Arthur  wylde  nought 
Do  ais  Ryton  hjrm  bisought, 
QreyJ'e  hym  as  sone  as^  he  myght, 
ffor  Ryton  wolde  wy}?  hym  fight ; 
&  whilk  of  ]?em  might  ofer  slo. 
His  herd  he  scholde  don  of  flo^ 
&  haue  )7e  pane  ilka  del, 
per-wyj^  aboute  vrle  hit  weL 
Arthur  'pen  til  Ryton  went. 
In  bataUle  he  slow  hym'  &  schent, 
&  wan  'pe  pane  &  his  herd ; 
O  ^  mount  Derane^  he  was  conquerd. 
Sipen  fond  Arthur  nenere  non 
But  Djmabrok,  as  was  Ryton, 
pat  neuere  dide  til  hym  in  dede, 
pat  he  had  of  so  mykel  drede. 

.  per  |?ey  hym  slowe,  fer  yej  hym  leued, 
&  Beduer  tok  a  squier  pe  heued. 
To  here  &  schewe  J?e  host  aboute, 
Wher  'pat  pty  were,  &  in  what  doute. 
Sire  Ohel  ful  sore  byment* 
pat  his  nece  was  so  schent; 
A  &ir  chapel  for  hure  dide  make, 
Of  oure  lady,  for  Elejmes  •  sake. 
SiJ>en^  Jwtt  tyme  scheo  was  per  leyd, 
flfbr  Eleyne,*  'Eleynes*  toumbe'  ys  seid; 


12,460 


12,464 


12,468 


12,472 


12,476 


12,480 


12,484 

Deaf  64.] 


12,488 


^  »M  do  it  most  curteUy. 
^  Reify  him  tone  ais, 
^  haiUdle  slouh  Biton, 
*  de  Fame.    (Et  mont  de  Raye, 
MS.  da  Roi,  78,  Cang^ ;    d*Artane 


MS.  de  I'Ars.,  171. 
ii.  158,  note  (a).) 

*  itmewL 

«  Heleyn. 

7  Men, 


B.-L. ;  Ifoce, 
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&  SO  men  han  cald  hit  ay' 

*  Elejmes  toumbe'  vnto  J?ys  day.* 

Tl^en  ^  host  was  al  comen  &  ^are, 
po  pat  scholde  vdy  Arthur  £u:e, 

.No  yrowe^  wolde  he  }?are  lye, 
But  passed  sone  al  Normandie. 

.  His  folk  wax  '  wher-so  he  cam^ 

•  pe  doughtiest  wy)?  hym  he  nam, 

.  Out  of  castel  &  of  cite, 
&  passed  Burgoyne,  al  Jwt  contre; 
Vntil  Hostum,*  )>yder  he  )K>ught; 
&  )^ennes  tidynges  men  hym^  brought, 
pat  )7ey  of  Borne  com  wy'p  gret  route, 
&  tok  ]^  contre  al  aboute. 
jf  Al  as^  Arthur  schulde  a  water  passe — 
Albe,^  hit  seis  ]?e  name  wasse — 
Al  day  til  Arthur  men  tolde, 
Wip  passand  men^  &  spies  bolde, 
pat  J>e  Emperour  was  'pere  bysyde; 

,  To  conseille  what  best  myghte  bytide,* 
His  pauilons,  his  penceles,  }>ykke 
Nought  fer  fro  J^eri^ne  had  J^ey  don  wyk :  ^^ 
"  per  are  so  manye  of '^  Bomayns, 
"  &  yyn  host  may  nought^  )?eym  ageyns. 
"  ffoure  haj)  he  agayns "  on  of  fyne ; 
"  &  ^if  ^e  assemble,  )?ou"  most^*  tyne." 
Arthur  seide,  "  Godes  help  ys  ney ! 
*'  He  wot  ho  schal  haue  )>e  maistri'' 


12,492  Bleyne'8  tomb. 


Arthur,  with 
hiahost. 


12,496  crosses  Nor- 
mandj, 


12,500  and  Bargundy, 

to  HoBtum, 
where  he  hears 
that  the  Ho- 
maiis  are 


12,604  ^"'''^• 


12,608 


As  Arthur  is 
crossing  ^e 
river  Albe, 
spies  tell  him 

that  the  Ro- 
man Emperor 
is  close  by, 


12,512 

with  an  army 
of  four  to  one 
against  his. 

1 Q  ri  z;  Arthur  answers 

^^>^^^"  God's  help  is 

nigh," 


^  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 
^  while.     (Toaf^«'*»<*J 
^Jlokwex. 

*  Ostun  [Autun],  Wace,  ii.  160, 
12,020. 

*  pien  ti^ngeM  M  Aim  men. 
«MS.i4/M.    P.has^^. 

7  Aube,  Wace,  ii.  160,  L  12,027. 


B  Li  paisant,  Wace,  1. 12,028. 
'  him  how  beat  mot  tide, 
^^fer    pien   had  pei  down  pikhe. 
(A.-Sax.,  widan,  to  encamp.) 
"  so  mantf. 

"  jr  J>o«  ha9  non  oste.  •  ^  ^ 
**  ere  agayn.  "  MS.  W,  or  pi. 
>*  Ifbataiie  go  pou  saU, 
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ABTHUB  SENDS  MESSEKGEBS  TO  LUCIUS. 


raiBes  a  castle 
on  the  river,  for 
refuge  if  he 
nee£ity 


and  puts  his 
arms  and 
treasure  there. 


He  left  nought  for  no  manace; 
Vpon  Albe^  in  a  strong  plaoe  12,520 

A  castel  he  dide  reyse  &  set, 
.  yj£  he  had  nede  to  take  recet ;  ^ 
Smartly  to  make  ]>ei  were  al  bon' 
Wy)?  folk  ynow,  &  sone  had  don  *  12,524! 

When  al  was  ended  J?e  grete*  tour, 
He  leyde  in  ^  his  hameys  &  his  tresoter, 
^yf  chaunce  come  ]?ei  moste  wyj^drawe  * 
To  rest  hem  fere  a  litel  J?rawe.^  12,528 


His  castle  being 
finished, 

Arthur  ap- 
points mes- 
sengers, 


Geryn  of 
Chaxtres, 
Beofs  of 
Hampton, 
and  Wawajrn 
who  knew 
Boman, 


to  go  and  tell 
the  Emperor  : 
"I,  Arthur,  bid 
you  back  to 
Borne,  oat  of 


jf  Arthnri^  misit  nu^os  ad  Inperatorem. 

.  T^hen  }?e  castel  was  al  dight, 

&  defensable  for  kyng  &  knyght, 

He  ordeynd  messegers®  to  wende, 
.  To  }?e  Emperour  he  )K)ughte  to  sende,        12,532 

Two  erles  Jwt  were  of  noble  lynage, 

&  wel  spekynge,®  of  god  langage : 

Geryn  of  Chartres,  a  man  of  pris, 

WiJ?  Beofs  of  Hamptone,*^  an  o^r  fill  wys  ;  12,536 

Wip  yiae  two  wente  sire  Wawayn, 

ffor  he  spak  wel  Jtc  speche  Romayn ; 

Sot  he  had  longe  wi)?  hem  ben,' 

&  his  coTinynge  fey  hadde  wel  sen  ;*        12,54jO 
.  ffor  fat  skUe  Arthur  hym  sent,' 
.  pat  he  wist  best  what  feir  speche  ment ; ' 

&  Arthur  taughte  fem  yu8  to  seye, 

When  fey  schulde  wende  fer  weye:  12,544 

"  Sey  femperootr  he  go  to  Rome,         DeafHooLa.] 

"  &  to  ffraunce  non  hender  come, 


»Anbe,  Wace,l  12,041. 

3  Aim  were  nede  to  hqfreaette. 

s  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 

^  vp  mfe,  '  ffe  did, 

«  com  \fAt  him  hordjle. 

7  )>er  in  tuo  dates  or  JJre.     (R, 


Manning  follows  the  Arsenal  MS.  of 
Wace  (ii.  161,  note  (c))  in  the  last 
four  lines. 

^  sent  messengers, 

^  weU  spoken, 

^^  Beus  of  Oxenford, 
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Ne  til  no  landes  )wt  y  wan, 

Ne  chaJange  hit  as  man^  Bomayn;        12,548 

po  ar  myne ;  &  myne  schul  be ; 

Romayn  of  ]^ym  schal  neuere  haue  fee. 

^yf  he  wil  nought  tume  ageyn, 

Byd  hem  abide  }>e*  bataille  pleyn,  12,552 

&  auenture  at  alle^  chaunoe 

To  dereyne  J?e  ryght  of  Borne  &*  ffraunce. 

As  longe  as  y  may  ffraunce^  saue, 

pe  Romayns  schul  hit®  neuere  haue.       12,556 

Wy)?  bataillc,  sey  hym,  y  hit  wau, 

&  schal  ^  defend  hit  fro  ilka  man. 

Wi{)  force,  fcr-of  had  |?ey  first  fee, 

Wy|?  force  )?ey  les  hit  a-geyns  me ;         12,560 

&  now  wiy  bataille  schal  hit  be®  sene 

Who  schal  haue  hit  quyt  &  dene." 


France  and  m  J 
lands; 

mine  they  are, 
and  mine  they 
■hall  be. 

If  you  won*t 
go,  then  abide 
battle. 


As  long  as  I 
can  save 
France,  the 
Romans  shall 
never  have  it 


Let  a  battle 
decide  between 
us." 


f  De  mmciiB  EegiB  Arthury  ad  Inp^ratore/;^. 


1  e  messegers  Jwt  wente  Jh>  nedes, 

'^    Horsed  J>em  on  gode  stedes: 

&  armed  ]^em  at  alle  rightes, 

As  fel  vnto  noble  knyghtes. 

Ojfer  Bretons  herd  her-of  seye, 

&  wente  to  mete  hem  bifore*  on  weye. 

And  preied  hem^^  hertely  for  to  do 

Som  pyngj  or  seye  Jtc  Bomayns  to, 

pat  )?e  werre  myghte  algate  go 

Er  }?ey  comen  pe  court  fro : 


Arthur's  mes- 

^-^'^^^  good  steeds, 
and  arm  well. 


12,568 


Britons  ask 
them  to 


insult  the  Ro- 
mans  so  that 
the  war  may  go 
12,672  on: 


1  be  chalenged  porgh  no, 

^  stand  to, 

^  va  ait  to, 

•*  wkilk  saU  (krcufne  pe  Heme  of. 

*  mat/  it, 

^fnjtce  saU  he  weMtr. 


^(fso, 
^  salt  be, 

»  ^  led  \>am  aUe  pre. 
»<>  k  Gauvain,    Ware,  ii.   162,    1. 
12,080. 
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"It's  been 
threatened, 
Bolonffthatit'd 
be  a  shame  not 
to  fight. 

Besides,  we're 
sore  to  win  ; 

BO  try  to  bring 
on  the  fight." 

Wawajm  says, 
"  You  shaU  here 
of  us," 


and,  with  his 
fellows,  rides 


to  and  through 
the  Roman 
host, 


^  they  reach 
Lucius's  paTi- 
lion. 

Here  they 
alight, 


''  Hit  h&y  be  longe^  manaoed  &  )n:et, 

'•  But  so  ney  to-gydere  were  we  nere*  set ; 

"  Schame  hit  were  Jwt  eyj^er  ^ede 

"  Wijwuten  bataille  or  vaillaunte'  dede.    12,576 

•  "  ^yf  so  bitide  ^e  *  hit  bygynne, 

•  *'  ^yt  schul  Bretons  prowesse  wynne ; 
.  **  per-to  algate  dos  ^our  trauail,^ 

.  "  &  )?at  we  may,  we  wil  ^ow  vaille."  *      12,580 

pen  seide  Wawayn,  "  in  aDe  manere 

"  Of  vs  schul  ye  som  tyditig  here ; 
.  **  &  ^yf  ye  se  Jwt  we  ought  dwelle, 
.  "  Tydyng  ^er-ot  men  schal  telle.'*  12,584 

jf  pe  messegers  passed  a  mountayne, 

&  )>enne  a  wode,  &  sy]?en  a  playne; 

ffro*  Jwt  plajme  a  partye  helded, 

&  J>er-on  were  j>e  Eomayns  telded ;  12,588 

.  fiul  semly  wyj^outen  host 

pey  come  rydyng  al^  Jwrow  J?e  host 

ye  Romains  on  ilka  side  aboute. 

Of  fer  tentes  comen®  oute  12,692 

po  messegers  to  byholde, 
.  pat  semed  noble  bodies  ^  &  bolde. 

pey  asked  what  tydyi^ges  )?ey  brought. 

Or  )?ider  for  J^  pes  }?ey  sought :  12,596 

Wy^  non  |?ey  stode,  ne  tales  helde, 

Tyl  J^ey  come  to  J?e  Empe?'ours  telde. 
•  When  J>ey  were  at  his  pauyloun, 

pere-byfore  }?ey  lyghte  alle  doun,  12,600 

&  bitok  ]?eir  hors^*^  J^ir  pages, 
.  To  stande  right  stille  at  certeyn  stages. 


1  it  has  bien  long, 

*  jr  noio  90  nert  togider  ere, 

*  manfy, 

^  F.  leaves  out  these  lines. 


«o/.     Deaf  74] 

7  ridamd, 

*  ^'  com, 

^  men, 

10  Bitaukt  )»er  hors. 
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if  Hie  Ymerunt  Kundi  coram  Inperatore.  cif.Hbk..ooi.L] 


■ny-fore  J^  Emperour  come  alle  )?re, 
^  &  seide  ^eir  message  as  men  auise,       12,604 
Geryn  &  Beofe  ^  bo}>e  ful  wys ; 
And  )>e  Emperour  seide  hem  his  auis/ 
&  spak  ageyn  )>eym'  bo)>e  fisust. 
But  j^enne  spak  Wawayn  atte  last:  12,608 

**  We  ar  come  firo  )?e  kyng  Arthour 
"  To  J^e,  sire  Lucius,  Emperour ; 
"  We  are  his  knyghte  to  lyue  &  deye; 
"  His  message  y  schal  )>e  holy*  seye.         12,612 
''  PyB  ys  )>e  message^  yat  he  )>e  sendes: 
*'  He  comaundes  'pe,  &  defendes, 
"  pat  povi  of  ffraunce  nought  entremet, 
«  Ne  no  fot  Jjideward  ferrer*  set;  12,616 

**  ffor  Fraunce  he  holdes  as  his  demeynes,® 
"  &  euere  schal,  for  alle  Eomejmes.® 
**  ^yf  you  of  hym  wilt  ought  chalenge, 
"  porow  bataille  wil  he  hym  venga  12,620 

"  porow  bataille  first  wonne  je  ffraunce, 
. ''  &  les  hit  after  }^orow  a  chaimce ; 
"  A-geyn  Arthur  je  hit  les 
"  porow  bataille,  as  J^e  party  ches,  12,624 

"  &  now  ys  holde  as  his  ccmqueste,^ 
. ''  &  schal  while  J^e  sotine  ryse}^  est.^ 
,  "  &  jyf  |?ou  sette  chalange  )?er-ynne, 
.  "  porow  bataille  byhouej^  fe  hit  wynne;  ®  12,628 
''  porow  bataille  schal  hit  be  dereynt, 
"  py  chalangyng  &  al  |^y  pleynt. 


go  before  the 
Emperor,  and 
give  him 
Arthur's 
message: 


"  King  Arthur 


forbids  yon, 
Lucius,  to  set 
foot  farther  in 
France, 

which  is  his. 


If  you  claim  it 
he'U  fight  for 
it. 


He  won  it  of 
you; 

and  his  it  shall 

be  while  the 

sun  rises  in  the 

east 

If  you  claim  it, 

come  and  fight 
for  it 


^(;ield  agayn. 
*gretyng. 


*  >ow. 

*  demeyng  .  .  .  romeyns, 

7  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 
^  fi^gh  pe  bihoues  it  wyju 
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LXTCIUS'S  ANSWEB  TO  ABTHUB. 


to-morrow, 
and  win  it  if 
you  can  I  ** 


&  sone  assigned^  wy)K>TLte  delay, 

Com  to  mom,  &  prof*  )y  day,  12,632 

&  wyn  hit  ^yf  |?ou  wynne  schal ! 

Or  al  to  lese,  or  wymie  '  hit  al ! 

^yf  )>ou  wilt  nought  ti^me  a-geyn, 

Al  |?y  dwellyng  is  in  veyn,  12,636 

ffbr  ^ou  hast  lorn,  &  we  haue  wownen,* 

So  ferre  we  haue  J?y  lond  ouer  roTinen."* 


Lucius  answers 

"  France  is 
mine. 

If  I  did  lose  it, 
111  win  it 
again/' 


A  Koman 
knight  Quyn- 
talyn, 
taunts  Wa- 
wayn  : 

"  Britons  are 
but  braggers, 

in  word. 
Their  deeds 
am't  worth  a 
leek. 
You  threaten 

all  day. 

Put  it  into 
deeds  I" 
Wawayn  cats 


JT  Besponcio  Ludi  Inp^ratoris. 

uenne  seyde  ^mperour  to  Jrise  Jnre, 

"  To  tt^ne  ageyn,  hit  schal  nought  be.    12,640 
"  flfraunce  ys  myn,  J^ider  wol  y  go ; 
**  flfbr  ^if  y  lese  hit,  me  schal  be  wo ; 

.  "  &  jif  y  ha  lore  hit  *  at  vnskyle, 
"  Y  schal  hit  Wynne  eft  when  God«  wyle/'  12,644 
pu8  he  seide,  for  wel  he  wende* 
pey  hadde  no  force  Fraunce  to  fende.* 
A  knyght  yer  was,  hight  Quyntalyn, 
Syb  foTnperour,  &  his  cosyn,  12,648 

Contrariously  to  Wawayn  spak, 
&  vyleynlike  he  gan  hym  lak :  ^ 
"  Bretons,'*  he  saide,  "  ar  bot  auauntttrs, 
*^  &  manace  mikel  at  rebours;  12,652 

"  per  bostful  wordes  ar  nought  to  seke, 
"  per  dedes  ar  nought  worj?  a  leka 
"  je  manace  ay  '  hit  schal  ben  so ;' 

.  **  ^our  dedes  ar  noughte  Jwtfc  ^e  do.  12,656 

,  "  Al  day  bostfuly  ^e  J^rete ; 

.  "  Do}?  hit  in  dede  !  manace  ^e  ®  lete !  " 
Wawajm  hjrm  listed,  &  gram  low,^    Df.Mvbk.ooi.«.] 


^  set,     Cleaf74,ooL2.] 
2  proue.  ^  haf. 

*  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 
* ./.  hafiom. 


^  sait  wyn  it  whan  gnce, 
7  vUensbf  behind  hU  hak, 
*  do  in  dede  pe  manace, 
'  listend  him  Inouh, 
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But  smertly  out  his  swerd  he  drow, 
&  smot  his  hed  of  ^er  al  quit^ 
&  bad  his  felawes  horse  pern  tyt, 
.  And  seyde  vnto  ^  Romaynes  aXLe, 
, ''  Bretons  schul  rise,  &  ^e  schul  falle ! 
.  "  tow  were  wel  bettere  at  Rome  burgh/ 
,  "  pan  reyse  baner  a-geyn  Arthurgh !  **  ^ 
per-wy)?  sire  Wawayn  his  hors  hent, 
&  homward  aHe  Jnre  J^y  went. 


12,660  Quyntalyn'8 
head  rig^t  off, 


12,664  teUs  the  Ko- 
mans  they'd 
better  go  home, 

and  rides  back 
l^OOo  and  Beofs. 


f  De  probitate  nm^oioru^  Arthury.^ 

pe  knyght'  was  frayed,  no  wonder  was, 
pe  Emperour  cried  ''alas!  alas! 

"  Olajm  yey  haue  sire  Quyntalyn 
.  "        Now  right  here  byfore  myn  eyn ! 
"  ^yf  J>ey  a-scape  vs  alle  fro, 
"  Merueillc  *  may  men  telle  of  }h)." 
Romayns  ronne  out  of  pauylons, 
&  hasted  fiust^  after  )>e  Bretons, 
nkon  tok  Jwt  |?ey  myght  hent, 
&  after  J?em  prykede  faste,  &  went. 
On  ^r  was  )>at  hadde  a  stede, 
pat  byfore  alle  )?e  oJ?ere  tede, 
&  cried  fill  loude,  "abyd!  abyd! 
"  jyf  Jwu  dar,»  tttrne,  &  to  me  ryd ! " 
Sire  Geryn  herde  what  he  seyde, 
&  tumde  hym,  &  his  spere  for)?  leyde, 
&  of  his  gode  hors  hym  cast 
Ais  fer  as  ^  spere  wold  last, 
pen  seide  Geryn  als  he  lay  ^ore, 
"  pyn  hors  bar  J^  ouer  faste  ®  byfore ; 


Lacius  says 


12,672 

they  moatn't 
escape. 

The  Romans 
12  676  P^iwue  Arthur's 
*         messengers ; 


and  one  calls 
12,680  0"^ 

them  to  torn 
and  fight. 


12,684 


Geryn  tarns. 


drives  the  Ro- 
man off  his 
horse. 


12,688 


*  p.  leaves  oat  these  lines. 
'  This  heading  is  two  lines  lower 
in  the  MS. 
*caurte. 


^  mervaify^ 

»  Sut/the. 

^fer.     [Ieaf74,bftck.i 
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HOW  WELL  ABTHUB'S  MESSENGERS  FIGHT. 


kills  him,  and 
taunts  him. 


Beoft  of  Oxford 


tarns  too, 

■pears  another 
Koman  through 
the  throat, 


and  chaffs  him 
for  gaping. 


Then  comes 
another  Boman 
knight, 
Marcels, 

on  a  very  fast 
horse  ; 


and  though 


"  ^it  were  )>e  heitere  ha  ben  at  J?e  ost^ 
"  pan  fort  ha  foehed  'py  dep  wy)?  bost,^ 

. "  &  haue  holde  J>e  fer  o  drey,^ 

.  "  flfor  now  l^e  ou6r-}?ynke)>  |wu  come  so  ney."  ^ 
JT  Beofe  *  of  Oxenforde  ^n  loked  bak,       12,693 
&  listned  how  ]Hit  Geryn  spak, 

.  Saw  }?e  Eomayn  ded  yer  lay,^ 

.  &  his  hors  wente  totp  o  stray  ;^  12,696 

pen  ]K)ughte  sire  Beofs,'  ''y  am  to  blame 
"  But  y  do  til  ano))€r  J^e  same." 
His  hors  he  tumd  yeUy  and  abod, 
&  til  anofer  Romayn  rod;  12,700 

&  wy}?  his  spere*  he  bar  hym  yn 
porow-out  J?e  }?rote,  bjmejje  J?e  chyn. 
Gapyng  he  lay  at  er^  al*  streked 
Als  he  was  wyj?  )>e  launce  cheked.  12,704 

pen  seide  sire  Beofs,*  for  Jwt  he  gaped,* 
"  To  )?e  mete  fuer  sone  hym*  raped, 
"  But  ly  now  stille  ))er,  ar^  Jh>u  ete, 
"  &  jif  J7y  felawes  )?e  oucr  gete,  12,708 

®"  Sey,  ''pe  messegcrs  wente  here  fotp  god  spede, 

.  "  *  &  wi{)  suche  musseles  he  can  ^ow  fede.*'*® 
jT  pen  cam  ano)>er  ride  faste®  byfom, 
A  noble  knyght  of  Rome  bom, —  12,712 

Marcels,  hit  seyj^  his  name**  hight, — 
&  hadde  an  hors  was  ferly  lyght;^^ 
Of  J^em  alle  last  horsed  he  was,^ 
&  passed  pe  formest  a  gret  pas ;  ^  12,716 

And  for  gret  haste,  as  of  chaunce. 


1  P.  leaves  oat  these  lines. 

*  kmce. 

^  gaspand  hefeU  jf  lay  aU. 

*  ]fOu  gapid, 

^fuU  sone  )k>k.  (De  tex  morsiax 
Tons  sai  je  pestre,  TFoce,  ii.  168,  L 
12,211.) 


7  Ug  now  stiU  ore  H^ 

^-^  to  ^am  may  ^om  pe  eo^  et^. 

pe  messengers  went  In  pis  way, 
*  A  nopet  com  ridandfasU 
^^  MarceU  it  sais  ptit  he. 
"  wygkt. 
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He  hadde  furgete  at  horn  his  lannce. 

He  sporede  his  hors,  for)?  faste  ^  gan  schake^    or.  ss.] 

Wei  wende  he  Wawayn  for  to  ha  take,    12,720 

&  seyde,  "hit  were  ful  gret  ferlik* 

"  But  he  broughte  Wawayn  to  fern  al  quyk."* 

.  Wawayn  wondred  hym  feme  •  fro 

.  pat  his  hors  myght  so  wel  go.  12,724 

ffor  Marcel  neyghed  Wawayn  right  hende, 

.  Wawayn  to  take  ful  wel  he  wende ; 

.  But  his  hors  com  so  smartly, 
Sd  passed  Wawayn  fast  hym  by,  12,728 

&  ab  he  by  Wawayn  glent, 
Wawayn  had  his  swerd  out  hent. 
And  def  his  heued  at  o  dynt, 
porow  helmi  \fat  at  )?e  breste*  hit  stynt;  12,732 
His  gode  armure  auaiUed  nought, 
Wy)?  Jwt  strok  to*  }?e  etpe  he  sought. 
In  his  fallynge,  seide  Wawayn, 
"  Marcel,  y  rede  fou  tiwne  a-gayn,  12,736 

"  &  go  to  Quyntalyn  to  helle, 
"  &  on  myn  half  \fOU  hym  telle, 
"  pat  J?e  Bretons  ^afc  ^e  )ms  chace, 
**  Wel  more  con  do  J>aai*  manace.  12,740 

^ . "  Sey  Quyntalyn,  *  we  hym  by  J>e  grete, 
"  *  &  more  wol  gyue  )?an  we  wol  hete !' " ' 
Now  to-gyderc  )?ey  gonne  J>em  drawe, 
&  o)?er  fre  J?ey  dide  of  dawe;  12,744 

Lenger  to  iuste  myght  J^ey  nought  stande. 
But  J>em  defended  al  wy)?drawande.® 
pe  Bomayns  on  alle  halue  hem^  went, 
Wi)?  swerd  &  spere  strokes  J'ey^^  lent,       12,748 


he's  forgot 
his  lance, 

he  thinks  hell 
take  Wawayn 
prisoner. 


But  as  he 

gallops  by, 


Wawayn 
deayeshis 
head  down 
to  his  chest. 


and  he  fklls  to 
the  groond. 

"  Go  to  heU," 
says  Wawayn, 
«  andteU 
Quyntalyn 
that  the  Bri- 
tons can  do 
something 
more  than 
threaten." 


They  kill  three 
more  Romans ; 


and  though  the 
Romans  attack 
them  on  all 
mdes, 


*  with.  spoTMe  he  mnoU  pe  hors. 
^  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 
^hedteleouthfer, 

*  porgh  pe  hdme  to  pe  iaditt. 
^withp^drauht.  [If.  74^  bk.,  col.  2.] 
'  more  do  pan  pai. 


'-"  jr  iMw*  pai  gift  pan  pei  hete, 
hi  pe  MarctXt  Qfoantefyn  ./. 
grete. 
8  jr  werejleand, 
>  ah  halfpam. 
*®  suerdes  ff  lances  strokes. 
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they  come  off 
anhanned. 


A  nephew  of 
Marcel's  sees 

his  uncle  lying 
dead, 

and  rides  after 

Arthur's 

messengers. 


He  raises  his 
sword  to  strike, 

but  Wawajm 
lets  fly  at  his 
hand,  cuts  off 
his  arm, 

and  would 
have  finished 
him«  but  that 
the  Romans 
crowd  on  them. 
However,  they ; 
gain  the  wood 
next  Arthur's 
castle. 


But  netitfre  for  strok  )?at  pey  ]ier  tok/ 

Of  stirop  ne  sadel  out  ne  schok,^ 

Ne  drowen  blod,  ne  gof  J^em  wounde,^ 

Ne  stopped  p&m  'per  way  no  stounde.^       12,752 

fl[  penno  had  Maxcel  a  neuew 

pat  was  horsed  vntil  his  prew : 

In  his  wey  Marcel  he  fond, 

Liggyng  dayn  )?er*  on  a  lond.  12,766 

After  jfe  messegers  trauersed  [he]  pe  feld ; 

&  Wawayn  houed,  &  byheld 

pat  he  cam  so  gret  a  spume, 
.  He  had  no  leyser  his  hors  to  tieme  12,760 

.  Yntil  he  c^m  among  ]fem  alle, 

&  of  his  hand  his  spere  ^  let  &Me, 

&  drow  his  swerd,  scharp  to  byte:* 

He  wende  Wawayn  wel  to  smyte;*  12,764 

&  as  he  lifte  his  swerd  yp  heye, 

At  his  hand  Wawayn  let  fleye, 

&  smot  of  bo]^  hand  &  arm, 
.  So  pat  he  dide  namor^  harm.  12,768 

Anoper  strok  he  scholde  haue  had, 

But  wip  pe  Bomayns  }7ey  wer6  ouerstad, 

So  ferly  fele  after  pern  schok. 

But  for  al  hem,*  pe  wode  pej  tok,  12,772 

pat  was  bitwixt  hem  &  Arthures  hold, 

pe  newe  castel  y  lang  er  told.* 


Arthur  sends 
out  6,000  men 
to  help  his 
messengers. 


jf  Hie  misit  Arthnre^  in  obuia^t  sex  mill^  annatos. 

Arthur  our  kyng,  pat  was  at  home, 
•     ;  Wondred  pe  messegers  nought  ne  come ;  12,776 
Sex  )x>usand  sent  he  for  drede. 
To  soooure  peym  yyi  pej  had  nede. 


1  p.  leaves  out  these  lines. 
^  Slayn  he  lay, 
'  lance» 


<  P.  transposes  these  lines. 

*  \KaaJOegate* 

•  J.  ore  qf  told,  (p.  488,1. 1S,521). 
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pey  come  &  passed  to  ]ie  wodes  side, 

&  )?er6  wy)»tode^  for  to  abyde. 

After  )?er  messegers  J>ey  gaf  ^er  tent, 
.  ^yf  J?ey  of  hem  had  -any  glent ; 

J)ey  seye  gret  folk  in  partyes  sprede, 

pat  folewede  |?re  Jwtfc  to  J>e  wode  ^ede. 
.  pen  p«rceyued  knygbtes  &  squiers 
.  pat  ]k>  pre  were  messegers 
.  pat  }?ey  come  fore,  &  after  sought. 
.  Pryuely  )?ey  stode,  auised  ^r  )>ought, 

Si^n  J?ey  gaue  a  cri  fdl  gret, 

At  ones  vpon  J>e  Bomayns  )?ei  schet, 
,  Al  vnwamed  in  J)er  vys. 

penne  sprad  )>e  Bomayns  in  partis; 

Somme  \Hzt  fledde  were  ouer-taken, 

is  somme  prisoned,  &  halden^  waken, 

Somme  slayn  &  beten  doun, 
.  flTul  fewe  were  letew.  to  •  raunsoun ; 

WiJ^  mikel  wo  any  escaped,^ 

pat  he  ne  was  fruscht  &  al  to-fraped.* 


12,780 

[If.  66,  OOL  2.] 

The  6,000  see 

1 9  ^QA.  ^^  Romans 
I2,7o*  pursuing  the 
three  mes- 
s^igers ; 


12,788 


they  shout, 
dawi  on  the 
Romans  un- 
awares, 


12,792 


12,796 


rout, 
take, 

and  kill  them. 


so  that  very 
few  escape. 


JT  Petrens,  B^mBJiorum  tribuni^. 

A    noble  man  was  "pere  of  Rome,  A  noble  Bo- 

^  Of  aUe  ]?er  knyghtes  he  bar  ^  blome,  12,800  «nan,Petreus, 
TetTeus^  his  name  hight, 

.  A  worthi  man,  &  mykel  of  myght ; 

.  What  for  his  prowesse  ®  &  god  knyght, 
Ten  )K)usand  men  he  ladde  in  fyght.^         12,804 
He  herde  of  pe  Bretons  assaut,  hears  of  the 

.  &  how  per  men  were  att  de&ut;  SSit^  "" 


^itode.    Deaf  76.] 

^  prisonde  holden, 

^Ju9  was  giffenfor, 

^  P.  leaves  ont  these  lines. 

«  Peredor,  MS.  du  Boi,  37  ; 


Pet- 


reios,    MS.    da   BoL   73,    Cang^; 
Wace,  ii.  173,  L  12,310,  and  note. 

^for  richesse, 

7  fuui  porh  right. 
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PETREUS  DRIVES  BACK  ARTHtTB^S  HEN. 


takes  10,000 
men. 


and  dri?^ 
the  BritoDB 
back  to  their 
wood. 


There  they 
hold  their  own, 
thoagh  Petreus 
tries  to  force 
them  out 


"  Sm^rUy  wyy  ten  )H>asand  scheldes 
"  To  sokere  hem  go  we  to^  }w  feldes/'      12,808 
Wjp  J?o  ten  ]70iisand  |>at  he  brought^ 
Vpon  ]?e  Bretons  harde^he-sought, 
pot  maugre  yeirea  he  dide  )>em  go 
In  to  )?e  wode  yer  |?ey  come  firo ;  12,812 

O  ye  playne  myghte  J)ey  holde  no  place,* 
pat  to  ye  wode  he  gan  yem  cl^aoe ;  * 
in  when  yey  were  in  wode  teld, 
Ageyn  Petron  yer  owen  yej  held.  12,816 

Petrens  often  on  yem  gan  pres,' 
But  mikel  of  his  folk  he  les,' 
ffor  ye  Bretons  stirt  out  &;  slow, 
,  &  eft  in  to  |>e  wode  yem  drow ;  12,820 

By  ye  wodes  side  in  a  busch^ 
Was  many  a  stour  &  many  a'frusch.^ 


JT  Iterum  misit  Aiiirarus  qninq^  mill^  aimatos. 


Arthur 
wonders  what 
has  become  of 
his  messengers 

and  his  6,000 

men. 

He  sends  Sir 

Ider  and  5,000 

more  men  to 

see. 

Ider  and  his 
men 


hear  a  noise  in 
the  wood. 


Arthur  memeilled  ferly  strong 
•^  pat  ye  messegers  dwelled  so  long, 
&  what  yem  letted,  &  )>orow  wham,* 
pat  ye  sex  ]70usand  horn  ne  cam7 
pen  cald  he  swyye^  sire  Ider 
pat  was  a  doughti  bacheler : 
"  Tak  fyf  )>ousand,'  &  smartly  fare, 
"  pe  sex  )K)usand  sekey,  wher  yey  are,' 
Sire  Ider  dide  as  Arthur  bad, 

.  &  for  his  wendyng  fele  wer6  glad. 

•  AIs  Ider  &  his  folk  for]?  ferde, 
Gret  noise  vnder  a  wode  yey  herde ; 


12,824 


12,828 


12,832 


^  wcoured  |»er  men  tn. 
3  P.  leaTes  oat  these  lines. 

*  presse  .  .  .  lesse, 
^  brusse. 

*  manjf  fight  (f  manyfnuse. 


^or/orwhome.    [leAf75,coLa.] 
7  home  ne  conie. 

s  he  cald  Nu  atmne.     (Ider  le  fil 
Kat  apela,  Wace,  li.  173^  L  12,886.) 
»  Set  mil,  Wace,  L  12,887. 
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12,840 


pey  hied  J?em  Jmnne,  &  wel  go[d]  ^  pas, 
.  J>Qy  dredde  )>em  sore  of  som  mys  cas.*       12^836 

pen  say  Ider  ^at  sire  Wawayn 

&;  Geryn,  &  Beof,*  foughte  oyer  a-geyn. 

In  to  J?e  most  pres  Ider  yen  sprong, 

&  gaf  a  C7*i,  J?e  wode  al  rong. 

panne  were  )?e  Bretons  alle  abouen, 

pe  Bomayns  route  bakward  schouen  : 

Wlien  Ider  had  met  wyj?  J?e  Romains  route, 
.  Of  dynt  ne  dep^  had  he  no  doute ; 
.  Lytel  J?ey  J?oughte  hem  self  to  saue,' 
.  So  fayn  |?ey  wolde  J?e  werre  haue ;  ^ 

pe  Bomayns  pey  ouer  ryden  &  ronne, 

&  yer  gode  stedes  woTine  ; 
.  &  ye  Bomayns  atter  power* 
.  Stryken  &  stoden  agey ns  Ider ;  * 

Manye  were  on  boJ?e  partys 

Slayn  yer  for  to  wynne  pris. 


fee  Wawayn, 
Geryn,  and 
Beof  fighting, 
rush,  with  a 
shout,  to  their 
help, 

and  shove  the 
Bomans  back. 
Df.55,bk..col.l.] 

1 2,844  The  Britons 

fight  fearlessly, 


12,848 


12,852 


and  ride  over 
the  Romans. 


Many  are  slain 
on  both  sides. 


petreu«,  he  yat  y  of  tolde, 
■■■    ye  noble  Bomayn  fers  &  •  bolde, 
He  majmtende  yer''  bataill^, 
&  sette  his  folk  wysly^  to  assaille;  12,856 

Wel  couJ?e  he  stande,  wel  conye  he  seume,* 
&  faire  wyjnirawe  hym,  &  efb  retume.* 
Bytwyxt  yem^  were  many  chaces, 
ffele.tumynges  &  fele  wanlaces :  12,860 

pat  hardy  was,  he  fond  hardy; 
Wlio  so  conye  iuste,  he  fond  redy ; 
pat  wel  couye  fighte,  yer  fond  his  fere;* 
,  pat  nought  ne  couye,  yer  myght  he  lere.*  1 2,864 


retreus 


commands  the 
Romans  well ; 

knows  when 
to  stand,  when 
to  retire,  and 
charge  again. 


There's  plenty 
of  fighting  of 
all  kmds  for 
those  who 
want  it. 


*  afuU  gode, 

^  dred  tore  )>er  weu  torn  la«. 

*  bevM, 

*  no  dede, 

*  P.  leaveaout  these  lines. 


•  ricJte  romeyn  jr  to, 
7  was  mayntenure, 

^  hit  folk  he  set  riyht, 

•  with  him  jr  \»am. 


r  F 
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But  the  Bri- 
tons keep  no 
formation ; 
they  think  only 
of  doing  sepa- 
rately hraye 

deeds  of  arms. 

Petreus,  on  the 
other  hand, 
with  his  hest 
men, 


helps  his  others 
whenever  they 
need  it, 

and  rallies  his 
fugitives. 


Beofs  sees  how 
well  Petreus 
manages,  and 
that  he  must 
he  killed  if  the 
Britons  are  to 
he  saved 


from  their  dis- 
ordered array. 

So  Beofs  calls 
the  hest 
British 


Al  pe  Bretons,  oft  astray  J?ey  rod, 

Non  held  to-gydere,  ne  oj^er  abod. 
^ffor  prowesse  Jwt  'pey  ^emde  al  day, 

per-fore  )?ey  nere  of  non  array ;  12,868 

pey  nadde  warde  how  J^at  J>ey  ^ede, 

But  pat  prowesse  wer  do  of  armes  dede,' 

(f  Petreus  bygan  auise  hym^  more, 

Hys  beste  men  a-boute  hym  wore,  12,872 

He  couJ?e  in  werre  wel  stonde  in  stour, 

&  at  his  nede  gete^  hym  socour ; 

fful  wel  he  halp  pere  help  failled,* 

&  wel  hym  rescowed  when  he  was  sailled;*  12,876 

God  tent  til*  al  his  men  he  tok, 
.  When  )7ey  astraied,  whideward  ®  )?ey  schok, 

&  aHe  relyed  |?em  wel  ageyri, 
.  pat  ilkon  wyste  his  certeyn.  12,880 

T^eofs^  of  Oxenforde  perceiued  wel 
pe  Comynges  of  Petron  ilka  del, 
pat  wy)?oute  los  schold®  j^ey  nought  go 
But  ^yf  ]?ey  mighte  Petron  slo, —  12,884 

.  Sle,  or  take  in  pleyn[e]  feld, — 
ffor  his  confort  )?e  Eomayns^  vp  held. 
Hider  &  J?ider  jie  Bretons  went, 
Al  out  of  array,  &  wer^  ney  schent.  12,888 

pe  beste  barons  ^^  of  j^em  alle, 
Beofs  ^  to  consail  gon  J>ey[m]  ^^  calle : 


^~*  For  these  four  lines  P.  has  four 
at  the  hottom  of  the  page  in  a  fresh 
hand  (or  with  a  fresh  pen),  and  then 
two  over  leaf  in  the  same  hand  and 
with  the  old  pen: — 

(f  to  do  som  dede  >a<  day. 

i>er/br  J>c  rode  on  )>at  arcu/. 

pei  ne  rouht  how  ^ei  yede, 

hot  \>2X  fei  did  of  armes  dede. 

to  do  torn  pei  yemed  aU  day.  P^-J'b 

petfor  \>ei  rode  at  non  aray. 


"  was  auised, 
'  at  nede  seke. 

*  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 

*  (m. 

*  wheK  pet  straied  whidire. 
7  Beus. 

^  hsse  suld. 

^MS.  Bretons.     P.  comyng 
romeyns. 

10  bretons. 

11  See  I.  12,896.    P.  gon  pom. 
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jf  "  Lordes,"  he  seyde,  "spekej?  vry\f  me, 
*'  J)o  )?at  til  Arthur  wol  leaute.  12,892 

"  Bygonne  we  haue  a  cunt^k, 
'*  But  Arthur  wot  nought  of  )?is  chek  ; 
.  "  Wy)?oute  his  wityng  is  ]?is  tyrpeyl, 
.  "  per-tore  y  cald  ^ow  to  conseil ;  12,896 

"  ^yf  hit  falle  wel,  wel  schal  vs  be ; 
"  ^yf  hit  ne  do,  we  gete  maugre. 
**  But  ^yf  we  in  );ys  firste  stour 
'*  Haue  pe  pWs,^  &  here  )>e  flour,  13,000 

"  I  telle  vs  schent,  ilka  man, 
"  &  mikel  maugre  JTat  we  hit  gan.^ 
,  "  Hit  was  lour  conseil  as  wel  as  oures, 
.  "  ^e  pi-eied  vs  to  bygynne  )?yse  stoures :  13,004 
.  "  pe  hetiere  )?er-fore  peyne  ^ow  to  do 
.  **  pyng  pat  y  schal  conseille  to ; 
*'  fiEbnde  we  now  eu6r-ilkon  [ieaf65,back,coi.2.] 

«  ffort  acombre  )?ylke'«  Petron ;  13,008 

'*  Quik  or  ded,  vs  bos  *  hym  haue, 
"  ^yf  [we]  )?is  *  day  our  folk  schul  saue  ; 
"  &  elles  schul  we  nere  gon  he)?en, 
"  pat  we  ne  schul  myl^  be  byne);en.  13,012 

"  per-for,  lordynges,  alle  to-gyder 
"  ffolewes  whar  y  turne,  or  whider, 
"  &  helpe)?  wel  when  ^e  se  nede : 
*'  ^yf  we  gete  hym,  ful  wel  we  spede." 
All6  )?ey  seide,  "  what  so  bitydes, 
"  We  schul  )?e  folewe  wher^  J?ou  rydes; 
"  Go  we  Jwinne,  ]>ai  God  vs  a-vaille,® 
"  So  ]>ai  we  of  hym  ne  failk"^  13,020 

Beofs'  aspied  &  saw  hym^®  sone : 
"  I  se  Petron  !  make  ^ow  al  bone ! " 


lords  together, 
and  says 

**  We've  got 
into  this  con- 
test without 
Arthur's 
knowledge. 


It*8  our  first ; 
and  if  we  don't 
win  it  we're 
done  for. 


You  wanted  to 
fight. 

Mind,  then ; 


we  must  take 
that  Petreus, 
alive  or  dead, 


or  we  shall 
never  go  hence 
alive. 


All  of  you, 
follow  me,  and 
help  when 
13,016  I  want  you  to." 

They  all  agree 
to  do  so. 


AndBeofe 

spurs  after 
Petreus,  the 


»  hafpegre, 
^  we  it  began. 
*for  to  slo  yon  ilk, 
*  bus, 
'^  I/we  ta. 


^  sait  rngkeit, 

7  sait  ride  ]>a/  way,  [If.  76.  bk.,  cl.  2.] 

8  P.  leaves  out  these  lines. 
^  Beus, 

F  F   2 
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British  lords 
following  him. 


Beofs  rides  up 
t'j  Petreus, 


seizes  him  by 

the  neck ;  and 

down  they  both 

fall. 

Beofs  holds 

Petreus  stone- 

sUU. 


Petreus 
struggles,  but 
Beofk  is  tough, 

and  the  Britons 
stop  the  Ro- 
mans from 
rescuing 
Petreus. 
A  fierce  fight 
with  spears, 
and  then  with 
swords,  follows. 


Helms  are 
pierced,  shields 
cloven, 
hauberks 
stript  of  mail, 

men  slain. 


Beofs  ^  smot  )>e  hors  wyj>  J>e  8por«?, 

&  )?ey  after,  ouer  feld  &  fores  ;2  13,024 

Wilde  he  nere  stynte  ne  ses 

Vntil  be  cam  in  to  alle  ye  pres 

per  Petron  was,  &  til  hjnn  rod, 
.  Hors  til  hors  )>at  )?ey  bistrod ;  13,028 

Til  hym  ful  faste  Beofs  ^  allied, 
.  &  on  hys  felawes  wel  hym  affied. 

jf  Beof  *  bj'  ye  nekke  Petron  hent, 

&  doun  til  erthe  bo)?e  yey  went ;  13,032 

Beof  ^  fel  down  al  by  hys  wylle, 

&  held  Petron  al  ston[e]  *  stills ; 

Beof  ^  dide  yere  a  ful  gret  wyle, 
.  &  putte  hym  self  in  gret  perile.  13,036 

Beofs  held  sore,  &  Petron  drow;* 

Petron  had  go,  nad  Beofs  be  tow.® 

pe  Romayns  Petron  wilde  rescouse/ 
®But  Bretons  a-geyn  yem  faste  gan  brouse, 

Wyy  scharpe  speres  to-gidere  sett,®  13,041 

&  al  to-frusched  yai  yey  wi)?®  mett: 
^^When  sper£»s  myghte  namore  seinie, 

per  swerdes  drowe,  fill  faste  to  kerue ;       13,044 

WyJ?  hardy  herte  ilk  dye^*  on  hew, 

In  armes  hente,  of  sadeles  ]?rew, 

Helraes  bowed,  &  |>orow  were  steke, 

Scheldes  clef,  &  swerdes  breke,  13,048 

Hauberks  ryuen  &  al  fiir-mailled, 
.  Stedes  slayn,  stumbled  &  failled, 

Men  were  slayn,  &  feld  to  grounde, 
,  &  manj'e  cast  yai  hadde  no  wounde ;        13,052 
.  So  }?ykke  J?ey  were  to-gydere  in  }?rong, 


^  Beus, 

*fort  (?  not  A.StiX./or,  way ;  but 
fur,  furh,  £.-£ngl.  fore,  furrow: 
Stratmann*8  Diet.,  p.  228). 

2  Beus  Hit  him  fast  was. 

*  stone, 

*  P.  leaves  out  this  line. 

*  wild  ^o  but  Beus  was  to»h^ 


7  rescouh, 

8~8  pe  Bretons  ageyn  J»am  fast  sette. 

'  toi^h  sckarp  lances  togider  mette. 

^^  The  Petyt  MS.  leaycs  out  the 
lines  flrom  here  to  L  13,058;  and 
then  puts  lines  18,061-62,  before 
lines  13,059-60. 
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^^1  4^ 

C3/     ^ 


,  Ilk  oper  wro)?,  ilk  o\>er  swong, 

.  &  ilk  oyer  of  sadeles  wrast, 

.  &  vnder  ho[r]so  fefc  wer  cast ; 
Non  knew  oJ?er,  J>ey  were  so  ney, 
But  by  per  specbe  or  by  yer  cry  : 
Bretons  cried  "  '  kyng  Arthour," 
&  Romayus,  *'  Luciw^^  Emperour." 
pe  Bretons  faste  on  pern  abated, 

'&  )?o  Romayns  ful  sore  pem  hated; 
per  cou}?e  non  knowe^  for  certeyn 

,  Whilk  was  Breton,  whilk  -was  Romeyn, 
But  by  ^r  speche  Jxet  J^ey  spak, 
Or  any  out  of  pe  pres  ought  *  brak. 
ffayn  wolde  Wawayn  Petron  baue, 
&;  Beofs  *  wold  pey  al-gate  saue  ; 
He  brak  in  to  ^*^  mykel  pres, 
To  smyte  sore  wold  he  nought  ses ; 
On  alk  sides  he  smot  aboute,^ 
&  made  )?eym  rounn  ^  }?orow-out  |;e  route ;  ^ 
Was  per  non  stod  in  his  weye,^ 
pat  his  dynt  ne  dide  hym  deye.® 
Sire  Ider  on  pat  oper®  syde, 
ffor  Geryn  durste  no  Romayn  byde;® 
Ilk  on  for  oper  bolded  here  hert, 
&  smy ten  strokes  so  grete  &  '^  smert 
pat  no  Romayn  durst  bide  J^er  dynt, 

.  But.fer  on  bak  dide  J^em  stynt; 
pen  was  Petron  alle  a-glyfb. 
pe  Bretons  vp  sire  Beofs  ^*  lyft, 
&  horsed  hym  ful  wel  a-geyn, 
&  toke  Petron,  'pe  maister  Romayn; 


•    They  twist 
one  another 
out  of  their 
13,056  saddles. 


The  Dritons 

1,5,UUU  ti,e  Romans 
**  Lucius." 


By  speech  alone 
1 1  A^  i  »«  Briton 
ld,Ub4f  known  from 

Roman. 


Wawayn 
I  Q  (Mlfl  ^^rgea  into 
ItJjUOo  the  press  to 

secure  Petreus, 


13,072  and  slayballin 


Ider  and 
13  076  ^'^^y^  smite  so 


no  Roman 

13.080  ^*^*^>^« 
'  them. 


The  Britons 
rescue  BeofiB, 
,  «^^  .  a»*d  take 
1,3084  Petreus 
prisoner 


*  P.  inserts  pe  here* 
3  Non  kouth  know. 

*  any  out  of  pe  pres, 

*  Bens,  *  tHO  per, 

*  P.  leaves  out  these  lineSi 


7  for  roume ;  or  roum^  room,  space. 

^  OHpe  toper  tide, 

'  ff  Gerin  durst  non  abide, 

*®  jr  ►er  strokes  were  so% 

"  vp  Beusi 
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THE  ROMANS  ARE  ROUTED  AND  SLAIN. 


porow  al  J?e  pres  J>ey  hym  led,^ 
&  wip  hym  vntil  wode  }?ey  fled,^ 
&  dide  hym  yer  he  mighte  be  syker, 
&  eft  al  newe  bygonne  to^  byker. 
But  ]>en  had  )?ey  no  goxxernour 
pat  eou)?e  meyntene  )?em  in  stour, 
Namore  )?an  schip  or  barge*  can, 
pere  hym  wante)?  a  steres*  man. 
jf  penne  broehed  |?e  Bretons  amotig  J^em  alk, 
Man  &  hors  *  )?ey  dide  doun  folk ; 
pat  "wer6  fallen,  J?ey  ouer  schok; 
&  J?o  )?at  fledde,®  J>ey  ouer-tok ; 
Sowme  J?ey  slowe,  &  somme  yey  held, 
&  somme  J>ey  spoyled  ^  y  )>e  feld ; 
.  Al  were  slayn  )?e  moste  frape,* 
.  flfayn  wer  Jjey  yat  myghte  a-scape.® 
pen  tumde  a-geyn  alle  J?e  Bretons, 
&  come  to  wode  to  )?er  prisons, 
&  led^^  J>em  alle  wi^  sire  Petron, 
&  presented  Arthur  wij?  ilkon. 
Arthur  thanks  ^^J^     J)en  JwiTiked  he  his  messegers, 
themaU,        ^  ^jiji  &i  alle  |?e  o^ere  yat  were  yer  pers, 

&  seide  hem,  "tyf  hit  may  be  wotine,^^ 
"  pe  game  J?at  we  haue  by-gonne,^* 
and  promises  **  He  wolde  ^'  amende  yer  rente  &  fe, 

battle. 


to  their  wood. 


The  fight  be- 
gins again,  but 
the  Romans 


are  like  a  barge 
without  a 
steerer. 

The  Britons 
rout  the 
Romans, 

capture, 
slay,  and 
spoil  them ) 


then  turn  back 
to  the  wood, 
and  take  Fe- 
treusandthe 
prisoners  to 
Arthur. 


13,088 

VaMalacto 
Brytonum. 
13,092 


13,096 


18,100 


13,104 


13,108 


1  p.  transposes  these  lines.  [If.  70.] 

» mastefrap. 

*  new  bigan  pe. 

9fo  pet  wert  W  mjfght  tt  Kop, 

'  pe  schip. 

^^laid. 

*  pore  itfaUes  steris. 

"  if  it  be  wonnen. 

*  many  hora. 

"  pe  werre  pdU  was  begannen. 

^pefleand. 

^^suld. 

"^  $poiUd» 

»  mot  tide. 
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ENGLAND. 


CALENDARS  OF  STATE  PAPERS,  &c. 


[Impbrial  8vo.,  cloth.     Price  I5s.  each  Volume  or  Part.] 

As  far  back  as  the  year  1800,  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  recom. 
mended  that  Indexes  and  Calendars  should  be  made  to  the  Public  Records,  and 
thirty-six  years  afterwards  another  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  reite- 
rated that  recommendation  in  more  forcible  words ;  but  it  was  not  until  the 
incorporation  of  ihe  State  Paper  Office  with  the  Public  Record  Office  that  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  found  himself  in  a  position  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for 
carrvine  out  the  wishes  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

On  7  December  1855,  he  stated  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  that  although 
'*  the  Records,  State  Papers,  and  Documents  in  his  charge  constitute  the  most 
•*  complete  and  perfect  series  of  their  kind  in  the  civilized  world,"  and  although 
*'  they  are  of  the  greatest  value  in  a  historical  and  constitutional  point  of  view, 
**  vet  they  are  comparatively  useless  to  the  public,  from  the  want  of  proper 
•*  Calendis  and  Indexes."  Acting  upon  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  House  of  Commons  above  referred  to,  he  suggested  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury  that  to  effect  the  object  he  had  in  view  it  would  be  necessary  for 
him  to  employ  a  few  Persons  fully  qualified  to  perform  the  work  which  he  con- 

^T^^  Lordships  assented  to  the  necessity  of  having  Calendars  prepared  and 
printed,  and  empowered  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  to  take  such  steps  as  might  be 

^^•nfefo^owing  works  have  been  already  published  under  the  direction  of  tha 

Master  of  the  Rolls  :— 

CALBimABnnc  GBUBALOOicim ;    for  the   Reigns  of  Henry  in.  and  Edward  L 

EcUted  hy  Chaklbs  Robbbts,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Public  Record  Office, 

2  Vols.    1865. 

This  is  a  work  of  great  value  for  elucidating  the  early  history  of  our  nobiltfy 
and  landed  gentry. 
Paibkdakof  State  Pafbes,  Dombsttc  Sbbibs,  of  thb  Rbions  of  Edwabd  VI., 

Maky,  Elizabeth,  and  Jahbs  L,  preseired  in  Her  Majesty's  Public  Record 

Office     Edtfe(iZ«^RoBBBTLBMOK,W,P.S.A.{Vol8.LandIL),an<i6y 

ATraBEVBBBTTGEBBN,(V0ls.III.-XII.).     1856-1872. 

Vol  I  —1547-1680.  Vol.  Vn.— Addenda,  1566-1579. 

Voi.i.     10*/   1  ov  VoL  Vni.— 1603-1610. 

Vol.  IX.— 1611-1618. 
Vol.  X.— 1619-1628. 
Vol.  XI.— 1623-1625,  with  Addenda, 
1603-1625. 

^v.v.«**«-,  *^ -.  ^^^'  Xn.— Addenda,  1580-1625. 

These  Calendars  render  accessible  to  investigation  a  large  and  important  mass 
of  historical  materials.  The  Northern  Rebellion  of  1566-67;  the  plots  of  the 
rathoUc  furitiTCS  in  the  Low  Countries  ;  numerous  designs  against  Queen 
Elizabeth  and  in  favour  of  a  Catholic  succession ;  the  Gunpowder-plot ;  the 
rise  and  faU  of  Somerset ;  the  Overbury  murder  j  the  disgrace  of  Sir  Edward 
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Vol.  II.— 1581-1590 
Vol.  ni.— 1591-1594. 
Vol.  IV.— 1595-1597. 
Vol.  v.— 1598-1601. 
y-oi.  VI.— 1601-1603,  with 
Addenda,  1547-1565 
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Coke ;  the  rise  of  the  Duke  of  Backingham,  &c. ,  and  numerous  other  subjects, 
few  of  which  have  been  previousij  known. 

Oalbndab  op  State  Papess,  Doicsstic  Sesibs,  op  the  Beign  o?  Oeablbs  I.,  pre- 
served  in  Her  Majesty's  Public  Beoord  Office.  EdUed  hy  John  Bkuce,  ]E«q.» 
P.S.A.,  (Vols.  I.-XII.) ;  5jr  JoHH  Beucb,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  and  Wiluam  Douglas 
Hamilton,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  (vol.  XIII.) ;  and  by  William  Douglas  Hamilton, 
Esq. ,  F.S.A.,  fVols.  XIY.-XVH.,    1858-18fe. 


Vol.  I.— 1625-1626. 
Vol.  n— 1627-1628. 
Vol.  ni.— 1628-1629. 
Vol.  IV.— 1629-1631. 
Vol.  v.— 1631-1633. 
Vol.  VI.— 1633-1634. 
Vol.  Vn.— 1634-1635. 
Vol.  Vni.— 1636. 
Vol.  rX.— 1635-1636. 


Vol.  X.— 1636-1637. 
Vol.  XI.— 1637. 
Vol.  Xn.-1687-1638. 
Vol.  Xm.— 1638-1639. 
Vol.  XIV.— 1639. 
Vol.  XV.— 1639-1640. 
Vol.  XVI.— 1640. 
Vol.  XVn.— 1640-41. 
VoU  XVin.— 1641-43. 


This  Calendar  presents  notices  of  a  large  number  of  original  documents  of  great 
yalub  to  all  inquirers  relative  to  the  histoiy  of  the  period  to  which  it  refers, 
many  hitherto  unknown. 

Calendar  op  State  Pa?eb8,  Domestic  Series,  ditring  the  Commonwealth,  pre* 
served  in  Her  Majesty's  Pablic  Becord  Office.  Edited  hy  Mart  J^stvb 
Everett  Green.    1875-1885. 


Vol.  Vni.—1655. 
VoL  IX.— 1655-1656. 
Vol.  X.— 1656-1657. 
Vol.  XI.— 1657-1658. 
Vol.  Xn.— 1658-1659. 
Vol.  Xin.-1659-1660. 


Vol.  I.— 1649-1649. 
Vol.  n.— 1650. 
Vol.  in.— 1651. 
Vol,  IV.— 1651-1652. 
Vol.  v.— 1652-1653. 
Vol.  VL— 165a-1654. 
Vol.  VII.— 1654. 

This  Calendar  is  in  continuation  of  those  during  the  reigns  from  Edward  VI. 
to  Charles  I.,  and  contains  a  mass  of  new  information. 

Calendar  o?  State  Papers,  Domestic  Series,  of  the  Beign  of  Charles  II.,  pre- 
served in  Her  Majes^'s  Pablic  Becord  Office.  Edited  hy  Mart  Anne 
Everett  Green.    1860-1866. 


Vol.  I.— 1660-1661. 
Vol.  n.— 1661-1662. 
Vol.  ni.— 1663-1664. 
Vol.  IV.— 1664-1665. 


Vol.  v.— 1665-1666. 
Vol.  VI.— 1666-1667. 
Vol.  Vn.— 1667. 


Calendar  of  Homs  Office  Papers  of  the  Beign  of  George  III.,  preserved  in 
Her  Majesty's  Pablic  Becord  Office.  Vols.  I.  and  n.  Edited  hy  Joseph 
Bedington,  Esq.  1878-1879.  Vol.  ELI.  Edited  hy  Bichard  Arthitr 
Bqberts,  Esq.,  Barrister-at-Law.    1881. 

VoL  L— 1760  (25  Oot.)-1765.      I        Vol.  HI.— 1770-1772. 
Vol.  n.— 1766-1769.  | 

These  are  the  first  three  volames  of  the  modem  series  of  Domestic  Papers 
commencing  with  the  accession  of  G^rge  HI.  ' 

0ALS21DAR  OF  State  Papsrs  relating  to  Scotland,  preserved  in  Her  Majesly's* 
Pablic  Becord  Office.    Edited  hy  Markham  John  Thorpe,  Esq..  of  St 
Edmund  Hall,  Oxford.    1858.  ^ '  ' 

VoL  I.,  the  Scottish  Series,  of  the  Beigns  of  Henry  Vm..  Edward  VT 
Mary,  and  Elizabeth,  1509-1589.  ^  s^wsra  v  i„ 

VoL  n.,  the  Scottish  Series,  of  the  Beign  of  Elizabeth,  1589-1603  •  an 
Appendix  to  the  Scottish  Series,  1543-1592;  and  the  State  Papers 
relating  to  Mary  Qneen  of  Soots. 

These  volumes  relate  to  Scotland,  between  1509  and  1603.  In  the  swsood 
volome  are  Papers  renting  to  Mary  Qneen  of  Scots  during  her  Oet«ition  in 
England,  1.568— 15S7. 
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Oalbmdab  of  Dooumbnts  relating  to  Ibbland,  in  Her  Majesty's  Public  Beoord 
Office,  London.  Edited  by  Hemky  Savaob  Swbstmak,  Esq.,  B.A.,  Trinitj^ 
College ,Dublin,Barrister-at-Law  (Ireland) ;  continue  hy  Gustavus  Fkedxrick 
Handcock,  Esq.    1875-1886. 


Vol.  L— 1171-1251. 
Vol.  U.— 1252-1284. 
Vol.  IIL— 1285-1292. 


Vol.  TV.— 1293-1301. 
Vol.  v.— 1302-1307. 


Oalbkbab  Of  State  Papers  relating  to  Ibblamd,  of  the  Bbigns  of  Hbnby  VIII., 
Edvabd  VI.,  Mart,  and  Elizabeth,  preserved  in  Her  Majesty's  Public 
Becord  Office.    Edited  hy  Hans  Claude  Hamilton.  Esq.,  F.S.A.    1860-1885. 
Vol.  I.— 1509-1573.  I  Vol.  IIL— 1586-1688. 

Vol.  II.— 1574-1585.  |  Vol.  IV.— 1588-1592. 

Calbndab  of  State  Papers  relating  to  Ireland,  of  the  Beion  of  Jakes  L,  pre- 
served in  Her  Majesty's  Public  Becord  Office,  and  elsewhere.  Edited  hy 
the  Bev.  C.  W.  Bussbll,  D.D.,  and  John  P.  Prbndebgast,  Esq.,  Barrister-at- 
Law.    1872-1880. 

Vol.  I. -1603-1606.  I  Vol.  IV.— 1611-1614. 

Vol.  II.— .1606-1608.  Vol.  V.— 1615^1625. 

Vol.  III.— 1608-1610.  I 

This  series  is  in  contmuation  of  the  Irish  State  Papers  commencing  iwith 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. ;  but  for  the  reign  of  James  I.,  the  Papers  are  not 
confined  to  those  in  the  Public  Record  Office,  London. 

Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Colonial  Series,  preserved  in  Her  Majesty's  Public 
Becord  Office,  and  elsewhere.  Edited  hy  W.  Xcel  Sainsbury,  Esq.  1860- 
1884. 

.Yol.  I.— America  and  West  Indies,  1674-1660. 
Vol.  II.— East  Indies,  China,  and  Japan,  1513-1616. 
Vol.  III.— East  Indies,  China,  and  Japan,  1617-1621. 
Vol.  IV.— Bast  Indies,  China,  and  Japan,  1622-1624. 
Yol.  v.- America  and  West  Indies,  1661-1668. 

Yol.  YI.— East  Indies,  1625-1629.  ,     ^  ,    .  ,  „         •    *i,    d  wr 

These  volumes  include  an  analysis  of  early  Colonial  Papers  m  the  Public 
Record  Office,  the  India  Office,  and  the  British  Museum. 

Calendar  op  Letters  and  Papbes,  Pobeign  and  Domestic,  of  the  Reign  op 
Henby  VIII.,  preserved  in  Her  Majesty's  Pnblic  Becord  Office,  the  British 
Mnsenm,  Ac.  Edited  hy  J.  S.  Bbeweb,  M.  A.,  Professor  of  English  Literature, 
Kincr's  College,  London  (Vols.  I.-IV.) ;  and  hy  Jambs  Gaibdneb,  Esq.,  (Vols. 
V    VL,VII,Vin.,  andlX.)    1862-1886. 

Vol.  IV.,  Part  3.— 1529-1580. 

Vol.  v.— 1531-1532. 

Vol.  VI.— 1533. 


Vol.  VII.— 1534. 
Vol.  Vin.— 1535,  to  Jnly. 
Vol.  IX.— 1535,  Aug.  to  Dee. 
Vol.  X.— 1536,  Jan.  to  June. 


Vol.  L— 1509-1514. 

Vol.  II.  (in  Two  Parts)— 1515- 

1518. 
Vol.  III.  (in  Two  Parts)— 1519- 

1528. 
Vol.  rV. — Introduction. 
Vol.  IV.,  Part  1.— 1524-1526. 
Vol.  rV.,  Part  2.-1526-1628. 

These  Tolumes  contain  summaries  of  all  State  Pap^  and  Correspondence 
relating  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL,  in  the  Pubhc  Record  Office,  of  those 
formerly  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  in  the  British  Museum,  the  Libraries  of  Oxford 
and  Caiibridge,  and  other  Public  Libraries  ;  and  of  all  letters^at  have  appeared 
in  print  in  the  works  of  Burnet,  Strype,  and  others.  Whatever  authentic 
ori^al  material  exists  in  England  relative  to  the  '!l'g'«J%P«i;f  2?^' P^^^^^ 
tarv  or  social  history  of  the  country  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL,  whether 
despatches  of  ambassadors,  or  proceeding  of  the  army,  navy,  tjewury,  or 
ordnance,  or  records  of  Parliament,  appomtments  of  officers,  grants  from  the 
Crown,  &c.,  will  be  found  calendared  in  these  volumes. 
CiLBi^DAK  07  State  Papbes,  Fob^ionSemes^ptiieBe^^^^^ 

Borved  in  Her  Majesty's  Public  Re^rd  Office.    \m-\hh^.    Ed^  hy  W.  H. 
ToBKBULL,  Esq.,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Barnster-at-Law,  &o.    1861. 
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Gauuidab  Of  Statb  Papbbs,  FoBBiGir  Sebibs, OP  THB  Bbign  0?  Mabt,  preaervedin 
Her  Majesty's  Pablio  Beoord  Office.  1553-1558.  Edited ly  W. B.  Tubnbull, 
Esq.,  of  Lineoln's  Inn,  Barrister-at-Law,  &c,    1861. 

The  two  preceding  Yolumes  exlubit  the  negotiations  of  the  English  ambassadors 
with  the  courts  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  of  Germanj,  of  Henry  II.  of  France, 
and  of  Philip  II.  of  Spain.  The  afiairs  of  several  of  the  minor  continental  states 
also  find  yarious  incidental  illustrations  of  much  interest.  The  Papers  descriptiye 
of  the  circumstances  which  attended  the  loss  of  Calais  merit  a  special  notice ; 
while  the  progress  of  the  wars  in  the  north  of  France,  into  which  England 
was  dragged  by  her  union  with  Spain,  is  narrated  at  some  length.  These 
Yolomes  treat  only  of  the  relatioDS  of  England  with  foreign  powers. 

Oalendab  of  State  Papbbs,  Fobeion  Sebies,  op  the  Beion  op  Elizabeth, 
preserved  in  Her  Majesty's  Pablic  Becord  Office,  &c.  Edited  by  the  Bev. 
Joseph  Stevenson,  m.A.,  of  University  College,  Durham,  (Vols.  I.-VIL), 
and  Allan  James  Cbosbt,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  Barrister-at-Law,  (Yols.  YIII.-XI.) 
1863-1880. 


Vol.  I.— 1558-1669. 
Vol.  XL— 1569-1660. 
Vol.  III.— 1660-1661. 
Vol.  IV.— 1561-1662. 
Vol.  v.— 1662. 
Vol.  VI.— 1663. 


Vol.  VII.— 1564-1666. 
Vol.  VIII.— 1566-1668. 
Vol.  IX.— 1569-1671. 
Vol.  X.— 1572-1674. 
Vol.  XI.— 1576-1577. 


These  volumes  contain  a  Calendar  of  the  Foreign  Correspondence  during 
the  early  portion  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  They  illustrate  not  only  the 
external  but  also  the  domestic  affairs  of  Foreign  Countries  during  that  period. 

Calendab  op  Tbeasuby  Papers,  preserved  in  Hor  Majesty's  Public  Becord  Office. 
EdUed  by  Joseph  Bedinoton,  Esq.     1868-1883. 

VoL  I.— 1567-1696.  I  Vol.  IV.— 1708-1714. 

VoL  II.— 1697-1702.  Vol.  V.— 1714-1719. 

Vol.  ni.— 1702-1707.  I 

The  above  Papers  connected  with  the  affiaiirs  of  the  Treasury  comprise 
petitions,  reports,  and  other  documents  relating  to  services  rendered  to  the  State, 
grants  of  money  and  pensions,  appointments  to  offices,  remissions  of  fines  and 
duties,  &c  They  illustrate  civil  and  military  events,  finance,  the  administration 
in  Ireland  and  the  Colonies,  &c.,  and  afford  information  nowhere  else  recorded. 

Calendab  op  the  Cabew  Papebs,  preserved  in  the  Lambeth  Library.  Edited  hy 
J.  S.  Bbbweb,  M.A.,  Professor  of  English  Literatnre,  King's  College, 
London  ;  and  William  Bullen,  Esq.    1867-1873. 


Vol.  v.— Book  of  Howth;  Mis- 

oellaneouB. 
Vol.  VI.— 1603-1624. 


Vol.  L— 1516-1574. 
Vol.  n— 1575-1588. 
Vol.  III.— 1689-1600. 
Vol.  IV.— 1601-1603. 

The  Carew  Papers  relating  to  Ireland,  in  the  Lambeth  Library,  are  unique 
and  of  great  importance  to  all  students  of  Irish  history. 

Calendab  oy  Lbttebb,  Despatches,  and  State  Papebs,  relating  to  the  Negotia- 
tions between  England  and  Spain,  preserved  in  the  Archives  at  Simancae, 
and  elsewhere.    Edited  hy  G,  A.  Bi&Gi&junoTB     1862-1868. 

Vol.  I.— Hen.  VEI.- 1485-1609. 

Vol.  II.— Hen.  Vin.— 1509-1625. 

Supplement  to  Vol.  I.  and  Vol.  II. 

Mr.  Bergenroth  was  engaged  in  compiling  a  Calendar  of  the  Papen  relating 
to  England  preserved  in  the  archives  of  Simancas  in  Spain  and  the  correspond- 
ing portion  removed  l^om  Simancas  to  Paris.  Mr.  Bergenroth  also  visited 
Madrid,  and  examined  the  Papers  there,  bearing  on  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL 
The  first  volume  contains  the  Spanish  Papers  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. ;'  the 
second  volume,  those  of  the  first  portion  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIH.  The 
Supplement  contains  new  information  relating  to  the  private  life  of  Queen 
Katherine  of  England;  and  to  the  projected  marriage  of  Henry  VII.  with  Queen 
[- .  Juana,  widow  of  King  Philip  of  Castile,  and  mother  of  the  &nperor  Charies  V. 
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Calbhdab  of  LisTiBfis,  Desfatohes,  axd  State  Pape&s,  relating  to  the  I^egotia- 
tions  between  England  and  Spain,  preserved  in  the  Archives  at  Simancas, 
and  elsewhere.    EdUed  hy  Don  Pascual  db  Gatangos.    1873-1886. 

Vol.  ni.,  Part  1.— Hen.  Vin.— 1625-1526. 

Vol.  m.,  Part  2.— Hen.  VIIL— 1527-1529. 

Vol.  TV.,  Part  1.— Hen.  VIII.— 1529-1530. 

Vol.  IV.,  Part  2.— Hen.  VIIT.--1531-1633. 

Vol.  IV.,  Part  2 — continued. ^Hen.  VIII.— 1531-1533. 

VoL  v..  Part  1.— Hen.  VIU.— 1534-1536. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Bergenrotb,  Don  Pfuscnal  de  Gayangos  was  appointed 
to  continue  the  Calendar  of  the  Spanish  State  Papers.  He  has  pursued  a 
similar  plan  to  that  of  his  predecessor,  but  has  been  able  to  add  much  valuable 
matter  from  Brussels  and  Vienna,  with  which  Mr.  Bergenroth  was  unacquainted. 

Oalsndas  of  State  Pafbbs  and  Maihtscbifts,  relating  to  English  Affaibs, 
preserved  in  the  Archives  of  Venice,  &o.  Edited  hy  Bawdon  Bbowk,  Esq. 
1864-1884. 


Vol.  I.- 1202-1509. 
Vol.  II.— 1509-1519. 
Vol.  in.— 1520-1526. 
Vol.  IV.— 1627-1533. 


Vol.  v.— 1534^1554. 
Vol.  VI.,  Part  L— 1555-1556. 
Vol.  VI.,  Part  IL— 1556-1557. 
VoL  VI.,  Part  IH.— 1557-1558. 

Mr.  Bawdon  Brown's  researches  have  brought  to  light  a  number  of  valuable 
documents  relating  to  various  periods  of  English  history  ;  his  contributions  to 
historical  literature  are  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  character. 

Syllabus,  in  Euglish,  op  Bymeb'b  F(ei)£ba.  By  Sir  Thohas  Dupius  Habdt, 
D.O.L.,  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Public  Records.  Vol.  L— Will.  l.-Edw.  III., 
1066-1377.  Vol.  n.— Ric.  H.-Ohai.  11. 1377-1654.  Vol.  IH.,  Appendix  and 
Index.    1869-1385. 

The  "Foedera,*'  or  **  Kymer's  Fcedera,"  is  a  collection  of  miscellaueoua  docu- 
ments illustratiye  of  the  History  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from  the  Norman 
Conquest  to  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  Several  editions  of  the  "  Foedera "  have 
been  published,  and  the  present  Syllabus  was  undertaken  to  make  the  contents 
of  this  great  National  Work  more  geueraUy  known. 

Bepobt  op  the  Deputy  Keepeb  op  the  Public  Kbcobds  and  the  Rev.  J.  B.Bbeweb 
TO  THE  Masteb  OP  THE  RoLLS,  npon  the  Carte  and  Carew  Papers  in  the 
Bodleian  and  Lambeth  Libraries.    1864.    Price  2«.  6d, 

Refobt  op  the  Deputy  Keepeb  op  the  Public  Recobds  to  the  Masteb  op  the 
Rolls,  npon  the  Documents  in  the  Archives  and  Pub]iic  Libraries  of  Venice. 
1866.    Price  28. 6d. 
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In  the  Press. 

Oalemdail  of  Statb  Pafebs  and  Makusoeiptb,  relating  to  Eh&lish  AnAXBa, 
preserved  in  the  Archives  ofYenice,  Ac.     Vol.  YH. — 1659,  Ac. 

Calemdab  of  Lbttebs,  Despatches,  and  State  Pafebs,  relating  to  the  Negotia- 
tions between  England  and  Spain,  preserved  in  the  Archives  at  Simancas,  and 
elsewhere.  BdiM  by  Don  Fabcual  de  Gatahgos.  Vol.  V.,  Part  2. — 1537,  Ac. 

Oalendab  of  State  Pafebs,  Domestic  Bebies,  billing  the  Ookmonweaiah, 
preserved  in  Her  Majesty's  Pnblic  Becord  Office.    EdUed  by  Mabt  Anhb 

EVEBBTT  GbEEN.      Vol.  XIV. 

Galendab  of  Stats  Pafebs  relating  to  Ibeland,  of  the  Beign  of  Elisabbtb, 
preserved  in  Her  Majesty's  PnbUc  Becord  Office.  Edited  by  Hanb  Olaude 
Hamilton,  Esq. ,  P.  S.  A.    Vol.  V .  —1592-1594. 


In  Progress. 

Oalbndab  of  State  Pafebs,  Colonial  Sbbibs,  preserved  in  Her  Majeetv's  Pnblic 
Becord  Office,  and  elsewhere.  Edited  hy  W,  Noel  Sainsbubt,  Esq.  Vol. 
Vn.— America  and  West  Indies,  1669,  Ac.  Vol.  Vm.— East  Indies,  1630,  Ac. 

Galemdab  of  Tbeasttbt  Pafebs,  preserved  in  Her  Majesty's  Public  Becord  Office. 
Edited  by  Josbfh  Bedington,  Esq.    Vol.  VI.— 1720,  Ac. 

Oalbndab  of  Lettebs  and  Pafebs,  Fobeign  and  Domestic,  of  the  Beign  of 
Henbt  VIII.,  preserved  in  Her  Majesty's  Public  Becord  Office,  the  British 
Museum,  Ac,    Edited  by  James  Oaibdneb,  Esq.    Vol.  XI.-*  1536. 
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THE  CHRONICLES  AND  MEMORIALS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN 
AND  IRELAND  DURING  THE  MIDDLE  AGES. 


[RoTAL  8vo.  half-bound.     Price  10*.  each  Volume  or  Pan.] 


On  25  July  1822,  the  House  of  Commons  presented  an  address  to  the  Ccown, 
Btating  that  the  editions  of  the  Tvorks  of  onr  ancient  historians  were  inconvenient 
and  defective ;  that  many  of  their  writings  still  remained  in  manuscript,  and,  in 
some  oases,  in  a  single  copy  only.  They  added,  *  *  that  an  nniform  and  con- 
"  venient  edition  of  the  whole,  published  under  His  Majesty's  royal  sanction, 
'*  would  be  an  undertaking  honourable  to  His  Majesty's  reign,  and  conducive  to 
"  the  advancement  of  historical  and  constitutional  knowledge ;  that  the  House 
**  therefore  humbly  besought  His  Majesty,  that  He  would  be  graciously  pleased 
**  to  give  such  directions  as  His  Majesty,  in  His  wisdom,  might  think  fit,  for 
**  the  publication  of  a  complete  edition  of  the  ancient  historians  of  this  realm, 
"  and  assured  His  Majesty  that  whatever  expense  might  be  necessary  for  this 
"  purpose  would  be  made  good." 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls,  being  very  desirous  that  effect  should  be  given  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  submitted  to  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  in 
1857  a  plan  for  the  publication  of  the  ancient  chrouicles  and  memorials  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  it  was  adopted  accordingly.  In  selecting  these  works,  it 
was  considered  right,  in  the  first  instance,  to  give  preference  to  those  of  which 
the  manuscripts  were  unique,  or  the  materials  of  which  would  help  to  fill  up 
blanks  in  Eo^lish  history  for  which  no  satisfactory  and  authentic  information 
hitherto  existed  in  any  accessible  form.  One  great  object  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
had  in  view  was  to  form  a  corpvs  historicum  within  reasonable  limits,  and  which 
should  be  as  complete  as  possible.  In  a  subject  of  so  vast  a  range,  it  was  im- 
portant that  the  historical  student  should  be  able  to  select  such  volumes  as 
conformed  with  his  own  peculiar  tastes  and  studies,  and  not  be  put  to  the  expense 
of  purchasing  the  whole  collection ;  an  inconvenience  inseparable  from  any  other 
plan  than  that  which  has  been  in  this  instance  adopted. 

Of  the  Chronicles  and  Memorials,  the  following  volumes  have  been  published. 
They  embrace  the  period  from  the  earliest  time  of  British  history  down  to  the 
end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 


1.  The  Cheoniclb  oh  Englaud,  by  John  Oapgkave.    Edited  by  the  Rev.  F.  C. 

HiNGESTON,  M.A.,  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford.    1858. 

Capgrave  was  prior  of  Lynn,  in  Norfolk,  and  provincial  of  the  order  of  the 
Friars  Hermits  of  England  shortly  before  the  year  1464.  His  Chronicle  extends 
from  the  creation  of  the  world  to  the  year  1417.  As  a  record  of  the  laugaage 
spoken  in  Norfolk  (being  written  in  English),  it  is  of  considerable  value. 

2.  Chiokicok  MoNABTEEn  BE  Abikgdon.    Yds.  I.  and  II.    Edited  hy  the  Eev. 

Joseph    Stevenson,  M.A.,   of  University  College,  Durham,  and  Yicar  of 
Leighton  Buzzard.    1858. 

This  Chronicle  traces  the  history  of  the  great  Benedicfine  monastery  of 
Abingdon  in  Berkshire,  from  its  foundation  by  King  Ina  of  Wessex,  to  the 
reign  of  J^ichard  I.,  shortly  after  which  period  the  present  narrative  was  drawn 
tip  by  an  inmate  of  the  establishment.  The  author  had  access  to  the  title-deeds 
of  fho  honse ;  and  incorporates  into  his  history  various  charters  of  the  Saxon 
kings,  of  great  importance  as  illustrating  not  only  the  history  of  the  locality 
but  that  of  the  kingdom.    The  work  is  printed  for  the  first  time. 
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3.  Lives  of  Sdwmid  the  Oon?essob.    I. — Ld  Estoire  de  Seint  Aedward  le  Bei 

II. — Yiba  Beati  Bdvardi  Begis  et  Gonfessoris.  III. — ^Vita  ^Bdunardi 
Begis  qui  apud  Westmonasterium  requiesoit.  Edited  hy  Henbt  Bigha&bs 
LuAHD,  M.A.,  Follow  and  Assistant  Tntor  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 
1858. 

The  first  is  a  poem  in  Norman  French,  containing  4,686  lines,  addressed  to 
Alianor,  Queen  of  Henry  III.,  probably  written  in  1245,  on  the  restoration  of 
the  church  of  Westminster.  Nothing  is  known  of  the  author.  The  second  is 
an  anonymous  poem,  containing  .^36  lines,  written  between  1440  and  1450,  by 
command  of  Henry  YI.,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated.  It  does  not  throw  any 
new  light  on  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  but  is  valuable  as  a  specimen 
of  the  Latin  poetry  of  the  time.  The  third,  also  by  an  anonymous  author,  was 
apparently  written  for  Queen  Edith,  between  1066  and  1074,  during  the  pressure 
of  the  sufiferiog  brought  on  the  Saxons  by  the  Norman  conquest.  It  notices 
many  facts  not  found  in  other  writers,  and  some  which  differ  considerably  from 
the  usual  accounts. 

4.  MoNUHEKTA    Fbanciscana.       Vol.    I. — Thomas  de  Eccleston   de    Adventu 

Fratrnm  Minoram  in  Angliam.  Adaa  de  Marisco  Epistolas.  Begistmm 
Fratrum  Minorum  Londoniaa.  Edited  by  J.S.  Beeweb,  M.A.,  Professor  of 
English  Literature,  King's  College,  London.  Vol.  II.— De  Adventu 
Minorum ;  re-edited,  with  additions.  Chronicle  of  the  Grey  Friars.  The 
ancient  English  version  of  the  Bule  of  St.  Francis.  Abbreviatio  Statutorum, 
1451,  &c.  Edited  hv  Bichakd  Howlett,  Esq.,  of  the  Middle  Temple, 
Barrister-at-Law.    1858,  1882. 

The  first  volume  contains  original  materials  for  the  history  of  the  settlement 
of  the  order  of  Saint  Francis  in  England,  the  letters  of  Adam  de  Marisco,  and 
other  papers  connected  with  the  foundation  and  diffusion  of  this  great  body.  It 
was  the  aim  of  the  editor  to  collect  whatever  historical  information  could  be 
found  in  this  country,  towards  illustrating  a  period  of  the  national  history  for 
which  only  scanty  materials  exist  None  of  these  have  been  before  printed. 
The  second  volume  contains  materials  found,  since  the  first  volume  was 
published,  among  the  MSS.  of  Sir  Charles  Isham,  and  in  various  libraries. 

5.  Fasciculi  Zizaniorum  Magistei  Johannis  Wyclip  cum  Tbitico.     Ascribed 

to  Thomas  Netter,  of  Walden,  Provincial  of  the  Carmelite  Order   in 

England,  and  Confessor  to  Eling  Henry  the  Fifth.    Edited  6y  the  Bev.  W. 

W.  Shirley,  M.A.,  Tutor  and  late  Fellow  of  Wadham   College,   Oxford. 

1858. 

This  work  derives  its  principal  value  from  being  the  only  contemporaneous 
account  of  the  rise  of  the  Lollards.  When  written,  the  disputes  of  the  school- 
men had  been  extended  to  the  field  of  theology,  and  they  appear  both  in  the 
-writings  of  Wycliff  and  in  those  of  his  adversaries.  WyclifPs  little  bundles 
of  tares  are  not  less  metaphysical  than  theological,  and  the  conflict  betwecH 
Nominalists  and  Realists  rages  side  by  side  with  the  conflict  between  ^e  different 
interpreters  of  Scripture.  The  work  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  controversies  at 
the  end  of  the  1 4th  and  the  beginning  of  the  15th  centuries. 

6.  The  Buik  or  the  Croniclis  op  Scotland  ;  or,  A  Metrical  Version  of  the 

History  of  Hector  Boece;  by  William  Stewart.  Vols.  I.,  II.,  and 
III.    Edited  hy  W.  B.  Turnbull,  Esq.,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Barrister-at-lAW, 


1858. 


This  is  a  metrical  translation  of  a  Latin  Prose  Chnmide,  written  in  the  first 
half  of  the  16th  century.  The  narrative  begins  with  the  earliest  legends  aTid 
ends  with  the  death  of  James  I.  of  Scotland,  and  the  "  evil  endmg  of  the 
traitors  that  slew  him.''  Strict  accuracy  of  statement  is  not  to  be  looked  for ; 
but  the  stories  of  the  colonization  of  Spain,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  are  interesting 
if  not  true ;  and  the  chronicle  reflects  the  manners,  sentiments,  and  character 
of  the  age  in  which  it  was  composed.  The  peculiarities  of  the  Scottish  dialect 
are  well  il.ustrated  in  this  version,  and  the  student  of  language  wUI  find  ample 
materials  for  comparison  with  the  English  dialects  of  the  same  period,  and  with 
modem  lowland  Scotch. 
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7.  JoHANHis  Cabobayb  LiBSii  DS  Illust&ibus  Hbnbicis.     EdiUd  hy  the  Bev.  F.  C. 

H1N6B8TOK,  M.A.,  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford.    1858. 

This  work  is  dedicated  to  Henry  VI.  of  England,  who  appears  to  have  been,  in 
the  author's  estimation,  the  greatest  of  all  the  Henries.  It  is  divided  into  three 
parts,  each  hsmns  a  separate  dedication.  The  first  part  relates  only  to  the  history 
of  the  Empire,  from  the  election  of  Henry  I.,  the  Fowler,  to  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  the  Emperor  Henry  VI.  The  second  part  is  devoted  to  English 
history,  from  the  accession  of  Henry  I.  in  1 100,  to  1446,  which  was  the  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  The  third  part  contains  the  lives  of 
illustrious  men  who  have  borne  the  name  of  Henry  in  various  parts  of  the  world. 
Capgrave  was  borne  in  1393,  in  the  reign  of  Hichard  II.,  and  lived  during  the 
Wars  of  the  Roses,  for  which  period  his  work  is  of  some  value. 

8.  HisTORiA  MoNASTERU  S.  AuouftTini  Caktuabiensis,  by  Thohas  of  Elhhah, 

formerly  Monk  and  Treasurer  of  that  Foundation.  Jsdited  hy  Chables  Habd- 
WICK,  M.A.,  Fellow  of  St.  Catharine's  Hall,  and  Christian  Advocate  in  the 
University  of  Cambridge.    1858. 

This  history  extends  from  the  arrival  of  St.  Augustine  in  Kent  until  1191. 
Prefixed  is  a  chronology  as  far  as  1418,  which  shows  in  outline  what  was  to  have 
been  the  character  of  the  work  when  completed.  The  only  copy  known  is  in  the 
possession  of  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge.  The  author  was  connected  with  Norfolk, 
and  most  probably  with  Elmham,  whence  he  derived  his  name. 

9.  EuLOOiUM  (HiSTOBiAKDM  8IVE  Temfobis)  *.  Chronicon  ab  Orbe  condito  usque  ad 

Annum  Domini  1366 ;  a  Monacho  quodam  Malmesbiriensi  exaratimi.    Yols. 

I.,  II.,  and  III.    Edited  hy  F.  S.  Haydon,  Esq.,  B.A.    1868-1863. 

This  is  a  Latin  Chronicle  extending  from  the  Creation  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  Edward  IlL,  and  written  by  a  monk  of  the  Abbey  of  Malmesbury,  in 
Wutshire,  about  the  year  1367.  A  continuation,  carrying  the  history  of  England 
down  1o  the  year  1413,  was  adde«l  in  the  former  half  of  the  fifteenth  century  by 
an  author  whose  name  is  not  known.  The  original  Chronicle  is  divided  into 
five  books,  and  contains  a  history  of  the  world  generally,  but  more  especially 
of  England  to  the  year  1366.  The  continuation  extends  the  history  down  to 
the  coronation  of  Henry  V.  The  Eulogium  itself  is  chiefly  valuable  as  contain- 
ing a  history,  by  a  contemporary,  of  the  period  between  1356  and  1366.  The 
'notices  of  events  appear  to  have  been  written  very  soon  after  their  occurrence. 
Amonff  other  interesting  matter,  the  Chronicle  contains  a  diary  of  the  Poitiers 
campaign,  evidently  furnished  by  some  person  who  accompanied  the  array  of  the 
Black  Prince.  The  continuation  of  the  Chronicle  is  also  the  work  of  a  contem- 
porary, and  gives  a  very  interesting  account  of  the  reigns  of  Hichard  II.  and 
Henry  IV.  It  is  believed  to  be  the  earliest  authority  for  the  statement  that  the 
latter  monarch  died  in  the  Jerusalem  Chamber  at  Westminster. 

10.  Mehobials  of  Henby  the  Setekih  :  Bernard!  AndresB  Tholosatis  Vita  Eegis 

Henrici  Septimi;  necnon  alia  qnaBdam  ad  eundem  Begem  spectantia.  Edited 

hy  James  Gaikdneb,  Esq.    1858. 

The  contents  of  this  volume  are — (1)  a  life  of  Henry  VII.,  by  his  poet 
laureate  and  historiographer,  Bernard  Andr6,  of  Toulouse,  with  some  composi- 
tions in  verse,  of  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  author ;  (2)  the  journals 
of  Hnger  Machado  during  certain  embassies  on  which  he  was  sent  by  Henry  VII. 
to  Spain  and  Brittany,  the  first  of  which  had  reference  to  the  marriage  of  the 
King's  son,  Arthur,  with  Catharine  of  Arragon ;  (8)  two  curious  reports  by 
envoys  sent  to  Spain  in  1505  touching  the  succession  to  the  Crown  of  Castile, 
and  a  project  of  marriage  between  Henry  VII.  and  the  Queen  of  Naples; 
and  (4)  an  account  of  Pldlip  of  Castile's  reception  in  England  in  1506.  Other 
documents  of  interest  are  given  in  an  appendix. 

1  \\  MsHOBiALS  Of  Henbt  THE  FiTTH.  I. — Vita  Henrici  Qninti,  Roberto  Bedman no 
anctore.  II. — Versus  Rhythmici  in  landem  Regis  Henrici  Quinti.  III.— 
Jfilmhami  Liber  Metrions  de  Henrico  Y.  Edited  hy  Chables  A.  Colz,  Esq. 
1868. 

This  volume  contains  three  treatises  which  more  or  less  illustrate  the  histoiy  of 
the  reign  of  Henry  V.,  viz. :  A  life  by  Robert  Redman ;  a  Metrical  Chromde  by 
Thomas  Elmham,  prior  of  Lenton,  a  contemporary  author ;  Versus  Rhythmici, 
written  apparently  by  a  monk  of  Westminster  Abbey,  who  was  also  a  contempo 
rary  of  Henry  V.    These  works  are  printed  for  the  first  time. 
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12.  MuHiMSNTA  GiLDHALLiB  LoHBONisNsiB ;  LiboT  AlbaB,  Liber  CuBtumarum,  et 
Liber  Horn,  in  arohiyis  GildhallaB  asservati.  Vol.  L,  Liber  Albna.  Vol.  II. 
(in  Two  Parts),  Liber  Oostumarnm.  Vol.  III.,  Translation  of  the  Anglo- 
Norman  Passages  in  Liber  Albas ,  Glossaries,  Appendices,  and  Index.  Edited 
by  Hbnky  Thomas  Eilet,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Barrister-at-Law.    1869-1862. 

The  manuscript  of  the  Liber  Albus,  compiled  by  John  Carpent«r,  Common 
Clerk  of  the  City  of  London  in  the  year  1419,  a  lai^^  folio  yolume,  is  pre- 
served in  the  Record  Room  of  the  City  of  London.  It  gives  an  account  of 
the  laws,  regulations,  and  institutions  of  that  City  in  the  I2th,  18th,  14th, 
and  early  part  of  the  15th  centuries.  The  Liber  Custumarum  was  compiled 
prohably  by  various  hands  in  the  early  part  of  the  14th  century  during  the 
reign  of  Edward  II.  The  manuscript,  a  folio  volume,  is  also  preserved  in 
the  Record  Room  of  the  City  of  London,  though  some  portion  in  its. original 
state,  borrowed  from  the  City  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  neyer 
returned,  forms  part  of  the  Cottonian  MS.  Claudius  D.  IL  in  the  British 
Museum.  It  also  gives  an  account  of  the  laws,  regulations,  and  institutions 
of  the  City  of  London  in  the  12th,  13th,  and  early  part  of  the  14th  centuries. 

13.  Chronica  Johankis  de  Oxenedes.    Edited  by  Sir  Henbt  Ellis,  K.H.    1859. 

Although  this  Chronicle  tells  of  the  arrival  of  Hengist  and  Horsa  in  England 
in  449,  yet  it  substantially  begins  with  the  reign  of  King  Alfred,  and  comes 
down  to  1292,  where  it  ends  abruptly.  The  history  is  particularly  valuable 
for  notices  of  events  in  the  eastern  portions  of  the  Kingdom,  not  to  be 
elsewhere  obtained.  Some  curious  facts  are  mentioned  relative  to  the  floods  in 
that  part  of  England,  which  are  confirmed  ih  the  Friesland  Chronicle  of 
Anthony  Heinrich,  pastor  of  the  Island  of  Mohr.. 

14.  A  Collection  o?  Political  Poems  and  Songs  relating  to  English  Histobt, 

PKOM  THE  Accession  op  Edward  III.  to  the  Reign  op  Henrt  YIII.    Tols.  I. 
and  II.    Edited  by  Thomas  Wbight,  Esq.,  M.A.    1869-1861. 

These  Poems  are  perhaps  the  most  interesting  of  all  the  historical  writiDgs  of 
the  period,  though  they  cannot  be  relied  on  for  accuracy  of  statement.  They 
are  various  in  character ;  some  are  upon  religions  subjects,  some  may  be  called 
satires,  and  some  give  no  more  than  a  court  scandal ;  but  as  a  whole  they  pre- 
sent a  very  fair  picture  of  society,  and  of  the  relations  of  the  different  classes 
to  one  another.  The  period  comprised  is  in  itself  interesting,  and  brings  us 
through  the  decline  of  the  feudal  system,  to  the  beginning  of  our  m^em 
history.    The  songs  in  old  English,  are  of  considerable  value  to  the  philologist. 

16.  The  "Opus  Tbrtium,""  Opus  Minus,'*  &c.,  of  EoGEE  Bacon.  EditedhyJ.B. 
B  RE  web,  M.A.,  f^rofesBor  of  English  Literatnre,  King's  College,  London* 
1869. 

This  is  the  celebrated  treatise — never  before  printed — so  firequently  referred 
to  by  the  great  philosopher  in  his  works.  It  contains  the  fullest  details  we 
possess  of  the  life  and  labours  of  Koger  Bacon :  also  a  fVagment  by  the  same 
author,  supposed  to  be  unique,  the  "  Compendium  Studii  Theologia" 

16.  Babtholomjbi  de  Cotton,  Monachi  Nobwicensis,  Histobia  Anglicana  ;  449- 
1298:  necnonejnsdem  Liber  deAchiepiscopis  et  Episcopis  Anglise.  Edited 
%  Henbt  Eichabds  Luabd,  M.A.,' Fellow  and  Assistant  Tntor  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge.    1869. 

The  author,  a  monk  of  Norwich,  has  here  given  us  a  Chronicle  of  England 
from  the  arrival  of  the  Saxons  in  449  to  the  year  1298,  in  or  about  irhich  year 
it  appears  that  he  died.  The  latter  portion  of  this  history  (the  whole  of  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  more  especially)  is  of  great  value,  as  the  writer  was  con- 
temporary with  the  events  which  he  records.  An  Appendix  contains  several 
illustrative  documents  connected  with  the  previous  narrative. 

17.  Bbut  r  Ttwtsogion  ;  or.  The  Chronicle  of  the  Princes  of  "Wales.    EdUed  by 

the  Eev.  John  Williams  ab  Ithel,  M.A.    1860. 

This  work,  also  known  as  '*  The  Chronicle  of  the  Princes  of  Wales,"  has 
been  attributed  to  Caradoc  of  Llancarvan,  who  flourished  about  tiie  middle  of 
the  twelfth  century.  It  is  written  in  the  ancient  Welsh  language,  begins  with 
the  abdication  and  death  of  Caedwala  at  Home,  in  the  year  681 ,  and  continaes 
the  history  down  to  the  subjugation  of  Wales  by  Edward  I.,  about  the  year  1282. 
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18.  A  CoLLBcnov  ov  Botal  and  Histosigal  LsnEBa  dusing  the  Eeigk   op 

HBraT  IV.     1399-1404.     Edited  hy  the  Bev.  F.  C.  Hingbston,  M.A.,  of 
Exeter  College,  Oxford.    1860. 

This  Toltune,  like  all  the  others  in  the  series  containing  a  miscellaneous  selec- 
tion of  letters,  is  valuable  on  account  of  the  light  it  throws  upon  biographical 
history,  and  the  familiar  view  it  presents  of  characters,  manners,  and  events. 
The  period  requires  much  elucidation ;  to  which  it  will  materially  contribute. 

19.  The  EBPREsaoE  op  over  much  Blaming  op  the  Clekgy.  By  Beginald 
Pecock,  somotime  Bishop  of  Chichester.  Yols.  L  and  II.  Edited  hy 
Chxjbchill  Babington,  B.D.,  Fellow  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge. 
1860. 

The  **  Repressor  "  may  be  considered  the  earliest  piece  of  good  theological  dis- 
quisition of  which  onr  English  prose  literature  ean  boast  The  author  was  bom 
about  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  consecrated  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  in 
the  year  1444,  and  translated  to  the  see  of  Chichester  in  1450.  While  Bishop  of 
St.  Asaph,  he  zealously  defended  his  brother  prelates  from  the  attacks  of  those 
who  censured  the  bishops  for  their  neglect  of  duty.  He  maintained  that  it  was  no 
part  of  a  bishop's  functions  to  appear  in  the  pulpit,  and  that  his  time  might  be 
more  profitably  spent,  and  his  dignity  better  maintained,  in  the  performance  of 
works  of  a  higher  character.  Among  those  who  thought  differently  were  the 
Lollards,  and  against  their  general  doctrines  the  **  Repressor  "  is  directed.  Pecock 
took  up  a  position  midway  between  that  of  the  Roman  Church  and  that  of  the 
modem  Anglican  Church ;  but  his  work  is  interesting  chiefly  because  it  gives  a 
full  account  of  the  views  of  the  Lollards  and  of  the  arguments  by  which  they  were 
supported,  and  because  it  assists  us  to  ascertain  the  state  of  feeling  which  ulti- 
mately led  to  the  Reformation.  Apart  from  religious  matters,  the  light  thrown  upon 
contemporaneous  history  is  very  small,  bnt  the  **  Repressor  "  has  g^eat  value 
for  the  philologist,  as  it  tells  us  what  were  the  characteristics  of  the  language  in 
use  among  the  cultivated  Englishmen  of  the  fifteenth  century.  Pecock,  though 
an  opponent  of  the  Lollards^  showed  a  certain  spirit  of  toleration,  for  which  he 
received,  towards  the  end  of  his  life,  the  usual  mediaeval  reward — persecution. 

20.  Annales  Cambkub.  Edited  hy  the  Rev.  John  Williams  ab  Ithel,  M.A. 
1860. 

These  annals,  which  are  in  Latin,  commence  in  447,  and  come  down 
to  1288.  The  earlier  portion  appears  to  be  taken  from  an  Irish  Chronicle, 
used  by  Tigeraach,  and  by  the  compiler  of  the  Annals  of  Ulster.  During  its  first 
century  it  contains  scarcely  anything  relating  to  Britain,  the  earliest  direct 
concurrence  with  English  history  is  relative  to  the  mission  of  Augustine. 
Its  notices  throughout,  though  brief,  are  valuable.  The  annals  were  probably 
written  at  St.  Davids,  by  Blegewryd,  Archdeacon  of  Llandaff,  the  most  leamed 
man  in  his  day  in  all  Cymru. 

21.  The  Wobks  or  Giealdus  Oambkbnsis.     Vols.  I.,  n.,  EH.,  and  IV.     Edited 
•  hy  J.  S.  BKEWEBf  M.A.,  Professor  of  English  Literature,  King's  College, 

London.    Vols.  V.,  VI.,  and  VII.  .Edited  hy  the  Bev.  James  F.  Dimock, 
M.A.,  Bector  of  Barnburgh,  Yorkshire.    1861-1877. 

These  volumes  contain  the  historical  works  of  Gkrald  du  Barry,  who  lived 
in  the  reigns  of  Henry  II.,  Richard  I.,  and  John,  and  attempted  to  re-establish 
the  independence  of  Wales  by  restoring  the  see  of  St.  Davids  to  its  ancient 
primacy*  His  works  are  of  a  very  miscellaneous  nature,  both  in  prose  and 
verse,  and  are  remarkable  chiefly  for  the  racy  and  original  anecdotes  which 
they  contain  relating  to  contemporaries.  He  is  the  onlj  Welsh  writer  of  any 
importance  who  has  contributed  so  much  to  the  medimval  literature  of  this 
country,  or  assumed,  in  consequence  of  his  nationality,  so  free  and  independent 
a  tone.  His  frequent  travels  in  Italy,  in  France,  in  Ireland,  and  in  Wales,  gave 
him  opportunities  for  observation  which  did  not  generally  fiUl  to  the  lot  of  mediseval 
writers  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries,  and  of  these  observations  Giraldus 
has  made  doe  use.  Only  extracts  from  these  treatises  have  been  printed  before 
and  ahnost  idl  of  them  are  taken  from  oniqae  manuicripts. 
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The  Topomphia  Hibernica  (in  Vol.  V.)  is  the  resnlt  of  Ginddos*  two  yisits  to 
Ireland.  'Hie  first  in  1183,  the  second  in  1185-6,  when  he  accompanied 
Prince  John  into  that  country.  Cnrions  as  this  treatise  is.  Mi,  Dimock  is  of 
opinion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  accepted  as  sober  truthfnl  history,  lor  GiraMas 
himself  states  that  truth  was  not  his  main  object,  and  that  he  compile  the  work 
for  the  purpose  of  sounding  the  praises  of  Henry  the  Second.  Blsewhere,  how- 
ever,  he  declares  tiiat  he  had  sta^  nothing  in  the  Topographia  of  the  tmth  of 
which  he  was  not  well  assured,  either  by  his  own  eyesight  or  by  the  testimony, 
with  all  diligence  elicited,  of  the  most  trustworthy  and  authentic  men  in  the 
country  ;  that  though  he  did  not  put  just  the  same  full  fiuth  in  their  reports  as 
in  what  he  had  himself  seen,  yet,  as  they  only  related  what  they  had  themseWes 
seen,  he  could  not  but  believe  such  credible  witnesses.  A  very  interesting  portion 
of  this  treatise  is  devoted  to  the  animals  of  Ireland.  It  shows  that  he  was  a  very 
accurate  and  acute  observer,  and  his  descriptions  are  given  in  a  way  that  a 
scientidc  naturalist  of  the  present  day  could  hardly  improve  upon.  The  Expug- 
natio  Hibemica  was  written  about  118S  and  may  be  regarded  rather  as  a 
great  epic  than  a  sober  relation  of  acts  occurring  in  his  own  days.  No  one  can 
peruse  it  without  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  rather  a  poetical  fiction 
than  a  prosaic  truthful  history.  VoLVI.  contains  the  Itinerarium  Kamhrias 
et  Descriptio  Kambris :  and  Vol.  VII.,  the  lives  of  S.  Be  migius  and 
S.  Hugh. 

22.  Lbttbbs  and  Papers  illusteative  opthbWaes  of  the  English  nr  Feancb 

DTJBINO  THE  ReIGN  OF  HeNRY  THE  SiXTH,   ELiNG  OP  ENGLAND.      VoL   L,   and 

Vol.  II.  (in  Two  Parts).  Edited  hy  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stevenson,  M.A.,  of 
XJniversity  College,  Darham,  and  Vicar  of  Leighton  Bazzard.  1861-1864. 
These  letters  and  papers  lure  derived  chiefly  from  originals  or  contemporary 
copies  extant  in  the  Biblioth^que  Imp^riale,  and  the  Dep6t  des  Archives,  in 
Paris.  They  illustrate  the  policy  adopted  by  John  Duke  of  Bedford  and 
his  successors  during  their  government  of  Normandy,  and  other  provinces  of 
France  acquired  by  Henry  V.  Here  may  be  traced,  step  by  step,  the  gradual 
declension  of  the  English  power,  until  we  are  prepared  fbr  its  final  overthrow. 

23.  The  Anglo-Saxon  Cheonicle,  accoeding  to  the  seveeal  Original  Autho- 
EITIBS.  Vol.  I.,  Original  Texts.  Vol.  II.,  Translation.  Edited  and  trarU" 
latod  hy  Benjamin  Thorpe,  Esq.,  Member  of  the  Boyal  Academy  of 
Soiences  at  Manich,  and  of  the  Society  of  Netherlandish  Literature  at 
Ley  den.    1861. 

This  Chronicle,  extending  from  the  earliest  history  of  Britain  to  1154,  is 
justly  the  boast  of  England  ;  no  other  nation  can  produce  any  history, 
written  in  its  own  vernacular,  at  all  approaching  it,  in  antiquity,  truthful- 
ness, or  extent,  the  historical  books  of  the  Bible  alone  excepted.  There  are  at 
present  six  independent  manuscripts  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  ending  in  diiferent 
years,  and  written  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  In  this  edition,  thef  text 
of  each  manuscript  is  printed  in  columns  on  the  same  page,  so  that  the  student 
may  see  at  a  glance  the  various  changes  which  occur  in  orthography^  whether 
arising  from  locality  or  age. 
2i,  Letters  and  Papers  illustrative  op  the  Beigns  op  Bichaed  m.  and 
Henry  VII.    Vols.  I.  and  II.     Edited  hy  Jakes  Gaibdnee,  Esq.    1861- 

1863. 

The  Papers  are  derived  from  the  MSS.  in  Public  Becord  Ofiloe,  the  British 

Museum,  and  other  repositories.    The  period  to  which  they  r^r  is  nnuseally 

destitute  of  chronicles  and  other  sources  of  historical  information,  so  that  the 

light  obtained  from  them  is  of  special  importance.    The  principal  contents 

of  the  volumes  are  some  diplomatic  Papers  of  Bichard  IIL ;  correspondence 

between  Henry  VIL  and  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  of  Spain ;  documents  relating 

to  Edmund  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Suffolk ;  and  a  portion  of  the  correspondence 

of  James  IV.  of  Scotland. 

25,  Letters  of  Bishop  Grosseteste,  illnstrative  of  the  Social  Condition  of  his 

Time.     Edited  fey  Henry  Bichards  Luard,  M.A.,  Pellow  and  AsaiHtant 

Tutor  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.    1861. 

TheLetters  of  Bobert  Grosseteste  (131  in  number)  are  here  collected  from Tarieas 
sources,  and  a  large  portion  of  Uiem  is  printed  for  the  first  time.    They  range  in 
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date  from  about  1210  to  1253,  and  relate  to  yarioos  tnatters  connected  not  onlj 
with  the  political  history  of  England  during  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  but  wiUi 
its  ecclesiastical  condition.  They  refer  especially  to  the  diocese  of  Lincoln,  of 
which  Grosseteste  was  bishop. 

26.  DBsoEiPnTB  Oataxogub  ov  Manuscripts  KiLATura  to  thb  Histobt  oi  Gbbat 
Britain  and  Irbland.  Yol.  I.  (in  Two  Parts) ;  Anterior  to  the  Norman 
Invasion.  Vol.  II. ;  1066-1200.  Yol.  III.  ;  1200-1327.  By  Sir  Thomas 
Dttffus  Hardt,  D.O.L.,  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Public  Records.    1862-1871. 

The  object  of  this  work  is  to  publish  notices  of  all  known  sources  of  British 
history,  both  printed  and  unprinted,  in  one  continued  sequence.  The  materials, 
when  histori<»l  (as  distinguished  from  biographical),  are  arranged  under  the 
year  in  which  the  latest  event  is  recorded  in  the  chronicle  or  history,  and  not 
under  the  period  in  which  its  anthor,  real  or  supposed,  flourished.  Biographies 
are  enumerated  nnder  the  year  in  which  the  person  commemorated  died,  and  not 
under  the  year  in  which  the  life  was  written.  This  arrangement  has  two 
advantages  ;  the  materials  for  any  given  period  may  be  seen  at  a  glance ;  and 
if  the  mtder  knows  the  time  when  an  author  wrote,  and  the  number  of  ^ears 
that  had  elapsed  between  the  date  of  the  events  and  the  time  the  writer  flourished, 
he  will  generally  be  enabled  to  form  a  fair  estimate  of  the  comparative  value  of 
the  narrative  itself.  A  brief  analysis  of  each  work  has  been  added  when  deserving 
it,  in  which  original  portions  are  distinguished  from  mere  compilations.  If 
possible,  the  sources  are  indicated  from  which  compilations  have  been 
derived.  A  biographical  sketch  of  the  author  of  each  piece  has  been  added,  and 
a  brief  notice  of  such  British  authors  as  have  written  on  historical  subjects. 

27.  BOTAL  AND  OTHER  HISTORICAL  LETTERS  ILLUSTRATIVE  O?  THE  BeIGN  OF  HeNBT 

ni.  Yol.  L,  1216-1235.  Yol.  n.,  1236-1272.  Selected  and  edited  by  the 
Bev.  W.  W.  Shirley,  D.D.,  Begins  Professor  in  Ecclesiastical  History,  and 
Oanon  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford.    1862-1866. 

The  letters  contained  in  these  volumes  are  derived  chiefly  from  the  ancient 
correspondence  formerly  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  now  in  the  Public  Record 
Office.  They  illustrate  the  political  history  of  England  during  the  growth  of 
its  liberties,  and  throw  considerable  light  upon  the  personal  history  of  Simon  do 
Montfort.  The  affairs  of  France  form  the  subject  of  many  of  them,  especially 
in  regard  to  the  province  of  Grascony.  The  entire  collection  consists  of  nearly 
700  documents,  the  greater  portion  of  which  is  printed  for  the  first  time. 

28.  Chronica  Monasterh  S.  Albani. — 1.  Tnoum  Walsingham  Historia  Akgli- 

CAHA ;  Yol.  I.,  1272-1381  :  Yol.  IL,  1881-1422.  2.  Willelmi  BiSHAHGEm 
Chronica  et  Annales,  1259-1307.  8.  Johannis  de  Trorelowe  et  Henrigi 
DE  Blanetordb  Chronica  et  Annales,  1259-1296 ;  1307-1324 ;  1392-1406. 
4.  Gesta  Abbatum  Monasterii  S.  Albani,  a  Thoma  Walsingham,  beg* 

NANTB  BiCARDO  SeCUNDO,  BJTJSDEM    EcCLESIiE  PRiBCBNTORE,   COMPILATA  ;  Yol. 

I.,  793-1290:  Yol.  IL,  1290-1349:  Yol.  HI.,  1349-1411.  6.  Johannis 
Amundesham,  Monachi  Monasterh  S.  Albani,  ut  videtur,  Annales  ;  Yols. 
I.  and  n.  6.  Begistra  quoextndam  Abbatxtm  Monasterh  S.  Albani,  qui 
SiBCULO  XV"®  floruere;  Yol.  I.,  Begistrum  Abbatij8  Johannis  Whetham- 

8TEDB,    AbBATIS    MoNASTERII     SaNCTI     AlBANI,    ITERUM  SUSCEPTiB;     BOBERTO 

Blakenbt,  Capbllano,  quondam  adscriptum:  Yol.  II.,  Begistra  Johannis 
Whethamstbdb,  Willelmi  Albon,  et  Willelmi  Walingporde,  Abbatum 
MoNASTERn  Sancti  Albani,  cum  Appendicb,  continentb  quasdam  Epistolas, 
A  JoHANNE  Whethamstbdb  Conscriptas.  7.  Ypodigma  NEUSTRLas  a  Thoma 
Walsingham,  quondam  Monacho  Monasterh  S.  Albani,  conscriptum. 
Edited  by  Henrt  Thomas Bilet,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Cambridge  and  Oxford ;  and  of 
the  Inner  Temple,  Barrister-at-Law.    1863-1876. 

In  the  first  two  Tolnmes  is  a  History  of  England,  from  the  death  of 
Henry  HI.  to  the  death  of  Henry  Y.,  by  Thomas  Walsingham,  Precentor 
of  St.  Albans,  from  MS.  YII.  in  the  Arundel  Collection  in  the  College 
of  Arms,  London,  a  mannscript  of  the  fifteenth  century,  collated  with  MS. 
18  B.  IX.  in  the  King's  Library  in  the  British  Museum,  and  MS.  YII.  in  the 
Parker  CoUeetion  of  Mannscripts  at  Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge. 
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In  the  Srd  volome  in  a  Chronicle  of  English  History,  attribated  to  William 
Kishanger,  ifho  lived  in  the  reign  of  ^ward  I.,  from  tiie  Cotton  MS. 
Faustina  B.  IX.  in  the  BritUh  Museara,  collated  with  MS.  14  C.  VII. 
(fols.  219-231)  in  the  King's  Library,  British  Mnsenm,  and  the  Cotton  MS. 
Claudius  E.  III.  fols.  306-381  :  an  account  of  transactions  attending  the 
award  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  to  John  Balliol,  1291-1292,  from  MS. 
Cotton.  Claudius  D.  YI.,  idso  attributed  to  William  Bishanger,  but  on 
no  sufficient  ground  :  a  short  Chronicle  of  English  History,  1292  to  1800, 
by  an  unknown  hand,  from  MS.  Cotton.  Claudius  D.  VI.  :  a  short  Chronicle 
WUlelmi  Bishanger  Gesta  Edward!  Primi,  Kegis  Anglise,  from  MS.  14  C.  I. 
in  the  Eoyal  Library,  and  MS.  Cotton.  Claudius  D.  VI.,  with  Annales  Begum 
AnglisB,  probably  by  the  same  hand :  and  fragments  of  three  Chronicles  of 
English  History,  1285  to  1307. 

In  the  4th  volume  is  a  Chronicle  of  English  History,  1259  to  1296, 
from  MS.  Cotton.  Claudius  D.  VI.  :  Annals  of  Edward  n.,  1807  to  1323, 
by  John  de  Trokelowe,  a  monk  of  St  Albans,  and  a  continuation  of  Trokelowe's 
Annals,  1323, 1324,  by  Henrv  de  Blaneforde,  both  from  MS.  Cotton.  Claudinw 
D.  VI. :  a  full  Chronicle  of 'English  History,  1892  to  1406,  from  MS.  VII.  in 
the  Library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge ;  and  an  account  of  the 
Benefactors  of  St.  Albans,  written  in  the  early  part  of  the  1 5th  century  from 
MS.  VI.  in  the  same  Library. 

The  5th,  6th,  and  7th  volumes  contain  a  history  of  the  Abbots  of  St.  Albans, 
793  to  1411,  mainly  compiled  by  Thomas  Walsingham,  from  MS.  Cotton. 
Claudius  E.  IV.,  in  the  British  Museum :  with  a  Continuation,  from  the 
closing  pages  of  Parker  MS.  VII.,  in  the  Library  of  Corpus  Christi  College, 
Cambridge. 

The  8th  and  9th  volumes,  in  continuation  of  the  Annals,  contain  a 
Chronicle,  probably  by  John  Amundesham,  a  monk  of  St  Albans. 

The  10th  and  1 1  th  volumes  relate  especially  to  the  acts  and  proceedings 
of  Abbots  Whethamstede,  Albon,  and  WsJlingford,  and  may  be  oonaidered  as  a 
memorial  of  the  chief  historical  and  domestic  events  during  those  periods. 

The  12th  volume  contains  a  compendious  History  of  Englapdto  the  reign  of 
Henry  V.,  and  of  Normandy  in  early  times,  also  by  Thomas  Walsingham,  and 
dedicated  to  Henry  V.  The  compiler  has  often  substituted  other  authorities  in 
place  of  those  consulted  in  the  preparation  of  his  larger  work. 

20.  Ohbonicon    Abbatls  Bveshameksis,   Auctobibus  Dominico  Pbiore  Evb- 

SHAKLX  ET  ThOMA  DE  MaBLEBEKOE  AbBATE,  A  FTnn)ATIONE  AD  AmOTK  I2I3» 

UNA  CTTM  CoNmoTATiONE  AD  Annum  1418.    Edited  by  the  Eev.  W.  D.  Mackat, 

Bodleian  Library,  Oxford.    1863. 

The  Chronicle  of  Evesham  illustrates  the  history  of  that  important  monastery 
from  its  foundation  by  Egwin,  about  690,  to  the  year  1418.  Its  chief  feature  b 
an  autobiography,  which  makes  us  acquainted  with  the  inner  daily  life  of  a 
great  abbey,  such  as  but  rarely  has  been  recorded.  Interspersed  are  many 
notices  of  general,  personal,  and  local  history  which  will  be  read  with  mudb 
interest.    This  work  exists  in  a  single  MS.,  and  is  for  the  first  time  printed. 

30.  RiCABDI  DE  ClEENCESTBiA  SpECTTLXJM    HiSTOEIALB    DE  GeSTIS  BbOXJK    AvGLLB. 

Vol.  I.,  447-871.    Vol.  II.,  872-1066.    Edited  hy  Johk  B.  B.  Matob,  MA., 

Fellow  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge.    1863-1869. 

The  compiler,  Bichard  of  Cirencester,  was  a  monk  of  Westminster,  1355- 
1400.  In  1391  he  obtained  a  licence  to  make  a  pilgrimage  toBome.  His  history, 
in  four  books,  extends  from  447  to  1066.  He  announces  his  intention  of  con- 
tinuing it,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  he  completed  any  more.  This  chronicle 
gives  many  charters  in  favour  of  Westminster  Abbey,  and  a  very  full  acooont 
of  the  lives  and  miracles  of  the  saints,  especially  of  Edward  the  Confesoor, 
whose  reign  occupies  the  fourth  book.  A  treatise  on  the  Coronation,  by 
William  of  Sudbury,  a  monk  of  Westminster,  fills  book  iii.  c.  8.  It  was  on  this 
author  that  C.  J.  Bertram  fathered  his  forgery,  De  Situ  Brittania,  in  1747. 

31.  Year  Boons  or  the  Eeign  of  Edwabd  the  First.    Tears  20-21,  21-22, 

30-81,  32-33,  and  33-35  Edw.  I.;  and  11-12  £dw.  HI.   Edited amd  trans- 
laied  by  Altred  John  Horwood,  Esq.,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  Barriiler-* 


Digitized  by 


I 

Google       1 


17 

at- Law.  Years  12-13, 13-14  Edward  III.  Edited  and  translated  hy  Luke 
Owen  Pike.  Esq.,  M.A.,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Barrister-at-Law.  1863-1886. 
The  Yoluxnes  known  as  the  "  Year  Books  "  contain  reports  in  Nonnan-French 
of  Cases  argued  and  decided  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Law.  Thej  may  be  con- 
sidered to  a  great  extent  as  the  ''lex  non  scripta"  of  England,  held  in  the 
highest  veneration  by  the  ancient  sages  of  the  law,  and  received  by  them  as 
the  repositories  of  the  first  recorded  judgments  and  dicta  of  the  great  legal 
luminaries  of  past  ages.  They  are  also  worthy  of  attention  on  account  of  uie 
historical  information  and  the  notices  of  public  and  private  persons  which  they 
contain,  as  well  as  the  light  which  they  throw  on  ancient  manners  and  customs. 

32.  Nabkatives  op  the  Expulsion  op  the  English  prom  Normandy  1449-1450. 
— Robertas  Blondelli  de  Eedactione  Normanniaj :  Le  Reconvrement  de 
Normendie,  par  Berry,  H^rault  du  Roy:  Conferences  between  the  Anibas- 
sadura  of  France  and  England.  Edited,  from  MSS-  in  the  Impei'ial  Library 
at  PaHs,  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stevenson,  M.A.,  of  University  College, 
Durham.    1863. 

This  volume  contains  the  narrative  of  an  eye-witness  who  details  with  con- 
siderable power  and  minuteness  the  circumstances  which  attended  the  final  ex- 
pulsion of  the  English  from  Normandy  in  1 450.  Commencing  with  the  infringe- 
ment of  the  truce  by  the  capture  of  Foug^res,  and  ending  with  the  battle  of 
Formigny  and  the  embarkation  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset.  The  period  em- 
braced is  less  than  two  years. 

^3,  lIisTORiA  ET  Oartularium  Monasterii  S.  Petri  Gloucestrijc.  Vols.  I.,  II., 
and  III.  Edited  by  W.  H.  Hart,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  Membre  corregpondant  de 
la  Boci^t^  des  Antiquaires  de  Normandie.    1863-1867. 

This  work  consists  of  two  parts,  the  History  and  the  Cartulary  of  the  Monastery 
of  St.  Peter,  Gloucester.  The  history  furnishes  an  account  of  the  monastery 
from  its  foundation,  in  the  year  681,  to  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Richard  II., 
together  with  a  calendar  of  donations  and  benefactions.  It  treats  principally  of 
the  affairs  of  the  monastery,  but  occasionally  matters  of  general  history  are 
introduced.  Its  authorship  has  generally  been  assigned  to  Walter  Froucester 
the  twentieth  abbot,  but  without  any  foundation. 

34.  Alexandri  Neckam  de  Nattjris  Rertjm  libri  duo;  with  Neckam's  Poem 
De  Laudibub  DiviNiB  Sapientijs.  Edited  by  Thomas  Wright,  Eeq.,  M-A.' 
1863. 

Neckam  was  a  man  who  devoted  himself  to  science,  such  as  it  was  in  the 
twelfth  centuary.  In  the  "  De  Naturis  Uerum  "  are  to  be  found  what  may  be 
called  the  rudiments  of  many  sciences  mixed  up  with  much  error  and  ignorance 
Neckham  was  not  thought  infallible,  even  by  his  contemporaries,  for  Roger  Bacon 
remarks  of  him,  *'  this  Alexander  in  many  things  wrote  what  was  true  and  useful ; 
"  but  he  neither  can  nor  ought  b^  just  title  to  be  reckoned  among  authorities." 
Neckam,  however,  had  sufficient  independence  of  thought  to  differ  from  some 
of  the  schoolmen  who  in  his  time  considered  themselves  the  only  judges  of  litera- 
ture, lie  had  his  own  views  in  morals,  and  in  giving  us  a  glimpse  of  them,  as 
well  as  of  his  other  opinions,  he  throws  much  light  upon  the  manners,  customs, 
and  general  tone  of  thought  prevalent  in  the  twelfth  century.  The  poem  entitled 
**De  Laudibus  Divinte  Sapientige"  appears  to  be  a  metrical  paraphrase  or 
ubridgmcnt  of  the  "De  Naturis  Rerum."  It  is  written  in  the  elegiac  metre, 
and  though  there  are  many  lines  which  violate  claesical  rules,  it  is,  as  a  whole,' 
above  the  ordinary  standard  of  mediaeval  Latin.  ^ 

36.  Lebchdoms,  WoRTCUNNiNG,  AND  Stabcbaft  OF  Earlt  ENGLAND ;  being  a  CoL 
lection  of  Docnments  illustrating  the  History  of  Science  in  this  Oonnti^ 
before  the  Norman  Conqnest.  Vols.  I.,  II.,  and  III.  Collected  and  edited 
by  the  Rev.  T.  Oswald  Cockayne,  M.A.,  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge 
1864-1866. 

This  work  illustrates  not  only  the  history  of  science,  but  the  history  of  super- 
stition.   In  addition  to  the  information  bearing  directly  upon  the  medical  skill 
and  medical  faith  of  the  times,  there  are  many  passages  which  incidentally  throw 
light  upon  the  general  mode  of  life  and  ordinary  diet.  The  volumes  are  interestind 
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not  only  in  their  scientific,  bat  also  in  their  social  aspect.  The  manascripts  from 
which  they  have  been  printed  are  valuable  to.  the  Anglo-Saxon  scholar  for  the 
illustrations  they  afford  of  Anglo-Saxon  orthography. 

36.  Ann  ALBS  Monastici.  Vol.  I. :— Annales  de  Margan,  1066-1232 ;  Annales 
do  Theokesberia,  1066-1263;  Annales  de  Burton,  1004-1263.  YoLII.:— 
Annales  Monasterii  de  Wintonia.  519-1277;  Annales  Monasterii  de 
Waverleia,  1-1291.  Vol.  III. :— Annales  Prioratns  de  Dnnstaplia,  1-1297. 
Annales  Monasterii  de  Bermundeseia,  1042-1432.  Vol.  IV.: — Annales 
Monasterii  de  Oseneia,  1016-1347;  ChrOnicon  vnlgo  dictum  Chronicon 
Thom»  Wykes,  1066-1289 ;  Annales  Prioratus  de  Wigornia,  1-1377.  Vol. 
V. :— Index  and  Glossary.  Edited  by  Henbt  Eichabds  Luakd,  M. A.,  Fellow 
and  Assistant  Tutor  of  Trinity  College,  and  Begistrary  of  the  University, 
Cambridge.    1864-1869. 

The  present  collection  of  Monastic  Annals  embraces  all  the  more  important 
chronicles  compiled  in  religious  houses  in  England  during  the  thuteeuth 
century.  These  distinct  vorks  are  ten  in  number.  The  extreme  period 
which  they  embrace  ranges  from  ihe  year  I  to  1432,  although  they  refer  more 
especially  to  the  reigns  of  John,  Henry  III.,  and  Edward  I.  Some  of  these  narra- 
tives have  already  appeared  in  print,  but  others  are  printed  for  the  first  time. 

37.  Magna  Vita  S.  Hugonis  Bpiseopi  Lincolnibnsis.  From  MBS.  in  the  Bod- 
leian Library,  Oxford,  and  the  Imperial  Library,  Paris.  Editedby  the  Eev. 
Jamss  p.  Dimock,  M.A.,  Bector  of  Bamburgh,  Yorkshire.    1864. 

This  work  contains  a  number  of  very  curious  and  interesting  incidents,  and 
being  the  work  of  a  contemporary,  is  very  valuable,  not  only  as  a  truthful 
biography  of  a  celebrated  ecclesiastic,  but  as  the  work  of  a  man,  who,  from  per-, 
sonal  knowledge,  gives  notices  of  passing  events,  as  well  as  of  individuals  who 
were  then  taking  active  part  ia  public  a£&iirs.  The  author,  in  all  probability, 
was  Adam  Abbot  of  Evesham.  He  was  domestic  chaplain  and  private  confessor 
of  Bishop  Hugh,  and  in  these  capacities  was  admitted  to  the  closest  intimacy. 
Bishop  Hu^h  was  Prior  of  Witham  for  11  years  before  he  became  Bishop  of 
Lincoln.  His  consecration  took  place  on  the  21st  September  1186 ;  he  died  on 
the  16th  of  November  1200 ;  and  was  canonized  in  1220. 

8.  Cheonicles  and  Mbmoeials  of  the  Rbion  op  Richabd  the  Fikst.  Vol.  I. : — 
Itinebahium  Perbomnoeum  et  G-esta  Regis  Bicaedi.  Vol.  11.  :i-EpiST0LJt 
Cawtuaeibnses  ;  the  Letters  of  the  Prior  and  Convent  of  Chrisfc  Church, 
Canterbury;  1187  to  1199.  Edited  hy^  William  Stubbs,  M. A.,  Vicar  of 
Navestook,  Essex,  and  Lambeth  Librarian.    1864-1865. 

The  authorship  of  the  Chronicle  in  Vol.  I.,  hitherto  ascribed  to  Geoffrey 
Vinesauf,  is  now  more  correctly  ascribed  to  Eichanl,  Canon  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
of  London.  The  narrative  extends  from  1187  to  1199  ;  but  its  chief  interest 
consists  in  the  minute  and  authentic  narrative  which  it  famishes  of  the  exploits 
of  Kichard  I.,  from  his  departure  from  England  in  Decembar  1189  to  his  death 
in  1199.  The  author  states  in  his  prologue  that  he  was  an  eye-witness  of  knuch 
that  he  records ;  and  various  incidental  circumstances  which  occur  in  the  course 
of  the  narrative  confirm  this  assertion. 

The  letters  in  Vol.  IL,  written  between  1187  and  1199,  are  of  value  a.<i 
furnishing  authentic  materials  for  the  history  of  the  ecclesiastical  condition  of 
England  during  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  They  had  their  origin  in  a  dispute  which 
arose  from  the  attempts  of  Baldwin  and  Hubert,  archbishops  of  Canterbury,  to 
found  a  college  of  secular  canons,  a  project  which  gave  great  umbrage  to  the 
monks  of  Canterbury,  who  saw  in  it  a  design  to  supplant  them  in  their  function 
of  metropolitan  chapter.  These  letters  are  printed,  for  the  first  time,  from  a  MS. 
belonging  to  Ihe  archiepiscopal  library  at  Lambeth. 

39.  Becubil  DBS  Oeoniques  et  anchiennes  IsToanss  be  la  Gkant  Beetaigke  a 
PEESBNT  KOHME  Bnglbtbbee,  par  Jehan  DE  Watjbin.  Vol.  I.  Albina  to  688. 
Vol.  II..  1399-1422.  Vol.  III.,  1422-1431.  Ediied  hy  Sir  William  Habdt, 
F.S.A.  1864-1879.  Vol.  IV.  1431-1443.  Edited  hy  Sir  William  Hakdt, 
F.S.A.,  and  Edward  L.  C.  P.  Hakdt,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  of  Lincoln's  Inn, 
Barrister-at-iaw.    1884. 

dO.  A  Collection  op  the  Chronicles  and  ancient  Histories  of  Great  Britaik, 
NOW  callbd  England,  by  John  de  Wavrin.    Albina  to  688.    (TransLation 
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of  the  preceding  Tol.  I.)    Edited  and  translated  hy  Sir  William  Habdt, 
F.S.A.    1864. 

This  cnrions  chronicle  extends  from  the  fabulous  period  of  history  doMm  to  the 
return  of  Edward  IV.  to  England  in  the  year  147 1  after  the  second  deposition  of 
Henry  VI.  The  manuscript  from  which  the  text  of  the  work  is  taken  is  pre- 
served in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Paris,  and  is  believed  to  be  the  only  complete 
and  nearly  contemporary  copy  in  existeuce.  The  work,  as  originally  bound,  • 
was  comprised  in  six  volumes,  since  rebound  in  morocco  in  12  volumes,  folio 
maximo,  vellum,  and  is  illustrated  with  exquisite  miniatures,  vignettes,  and  initial 
letters.  It  was  written  towards  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  having  been 
expressly  executed  for  Louis  de  Bruges,  Seigneur  de  la  Gruthuyse  and  Earl  of 
Winchester,  from  whose  cabinet  it  passed  into  the  library  of  Louis  XII.  at  Blois. 

41.  PoLTCHBONicoN  Rakulphi  Hiodbk,  with  Trevisa*B  Translation.  Vola.  I.  and 
II.  Edited  6y  Ohukchill  Babinoton,  B.D.,  Senior  Fellow  of  St.  John'a 
College, Cambridge.  Vols.  IIL,  IV.,  V.,  VL,  VIL,  VIIL,  and  IX.  Edited 
&f/ the  Bey.  Joseph  Rawson  Lumjbt,  D.D.jNorrisian  ProfeBsor  of  Divinity, 
Vicar  of  St.  Edward's,  Fellow  of  St.  Catharine's  College,  and  late  Fellow  of 
Magdalene  College,  Cambridge.    1865-1886. 

This  is  one  of  the  many  mediaeval  chronicles  which  assume  the  character  of  a 
history  of  the  world.  It  begins  with  the  creation,  and  is  brought  down  to  the 
•  author's  own  time,  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  Prefixed  to  the  historical  portion,  is 
a  chapter  devoted  to  geography,  in  which  is  triven  a  description  of  every  known 
land.  To  say  that  the  Polychronicon  was  written  in  the  fourteenth  century  is  to 
say  that  it  is  not  firee  from  inaccuracies.  It  has,  however,  a  value  apart  from  its 
intrinsic  merits.  It  enables  us  to  form  a  very  fair  estimate  of  the  knowledge  of 
history  and  geography  which  well-informed  readers  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
centuries  possessed,  for  it  was  then  the  standard  work  on  general  history. 

The  two  English  translations,  which  are  printed  with  the  original  Latin,  afford 
interesting  illustrationB  of  the  gradual  change  of  our  lauguage,  for  one  was  made 
in  the  fourteenth  century,  the  other  in  the  fifteenth.  The  differences  between 
Trevisa's  version  and  that  of  the  unknown  writer  are  often  considerable. 

42.  Lb  Liyebe  de  Eeis  de  Brittanie  e  Le  Livebb  de  Bets  de  Ekgletere. 
Edited  hy  John  Gloter,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Brading,  Isle  of  Wight,  formerly 
Librarian  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.    1865. 

These  two  treatises,  though  they  cannot  rank  as  independent  narratives,  are 
nevertheless  valuable  as  careful  abstracts  of  previous  historians,  especially  **  Lc 
Livere  de  Reis  de  Engletere.'*  Some  various  readings  are  given  which  are 
interesting  to  the  philologist  as  instances  of  scmi-Saxonizcd  French.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  Peter  of  Ickham  was  the  supposed  author. 

43.  Chronica  Monasterii  de  Melsa  ab  Anno  1150  usque  ad  Annxtm  1406. 
Vols.  I.,  II.,  and  III.  Edited  hy  Edward  Augustus  Bond,  Esq.,  Assistant- 
Keeper  of  Mannscripts,  and  Egerton  Librarian,  British  Museum.   1866-1 868. 

The  Abbey  of  Meaux  was  a  Cistercian  house,  and  the  work  of  its  abbot  is  both 
curious  and  valuable.  It  is  a  faithful  and  often  minute  record  of  the  establishment 
of  a  religious  community,  of  its  progress  in  forming  an  ample  revenue,  of  its 
struggles  to  maintain  its  aequisitious,  and  of  its  relations  to  the  governing 
institutions  of  the  country.  In  addition  to  the  private  affairs  of  the  monastery, 
some  light  is  thrown  upon  the  public  events  of  the  time,  which  are  however  kept 
distinct,  and  appear  at  the  end  of  the  history  of  each  abbot's  administration.  The 
text  has  been  printed  from  what  is  said  to  be  the  autograph  of  the  original 
compiler,  Thomas  de  Burton,  the  nineteenth  abbot. 

44.  MATTHill  PaRISIENSIS  HisTORIA  AnGLORUM,  srVE,   UT  T0LGO  DICITUB,  HiSTORiA 

Minor.    Vols.  L,  II.,  and  III.    1067-1253.    .Erft^ei  &y  Sir  Frederic  Madden, 

K.H.,  Keeper  of  the  ManuscriptDepartment  of  British  Museum.  1866-1869. 

The  exact  date  at  which  this  work  was  written  is,  according  to  the  chronicler, 

1250.     The  history  is  of  considerable  value  as  an  illustrntion  of  the  period  during 

which  the  author  lived,  and  contains  a  good  summary  of  the  events  which  followed 
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the  Conqneet.  This  minor  chronicle  is,  howcTcr,  based  on  taoflier  work  (also 
written  by  Matthew  Paris)  giving  fuller  details,  which  has  been  called  the 
^Historia  Major/*  The  chronicle  here  publbhed,  nevertheless,  gives  some 
information  not  to  be  foand  io  the  greater  history. 

45.  LiBSfi  MoNASTERii  DB  Htda  :  A  Chbokicle  akb  Gha£ti7La&t  OP  Htdb  Abbst, 
WiNCHESTBB,  455-1023.  Edited,  from  a  Manuscript  in  ths  Library  of  the 
Etvrl  ofMaecleefiM,  hy  Edward  Edwards,  Esq.    1866. 

The  "  Book  of  Hyde  "  is  a  compilation  from  much  earlier  soarces  which  are 
usually  indicated  with  considerable  care  and  precision.  In  many  cases,  however, 
the  Hyde  Chronicler  appears  to  correct,  to  qualify,  or  to  amplify— either  flx>m 
traditition  or  from  sources  of  information  not  now  discoverable — the  statements, 
which,  in  substance,  he  adopts.  He  also  mentions,  and  frequently  quotes  irom 
writers  whose  works  are  either  entirely  lost  or  at  present  known  only  by  fragments. 

There  is  to  be  found,  in  the  '*  Book  of  Hyde,"  much  infbrmation  relating  to  the 
reign  of  King  Alfred  which  is  not  known  to  exist  elsewhere.  The  volume 
contains  some  curious  specimens  of  Anglo-Saxon  and  Mediseval  English 

46.  Chbonicon  Scotorum:  a  Gu aoNiCLE  OF  Irish  Affairs,  from  the  Ea&likst 
Times  to  1135 ;  and  Supplbmbkt,  oontaining  the  Events  from  1141  to 
1150.  Edited,  toOk  Translation,  by  William  Maitnsbll  Kenvbsst,  Esq., 
M.R.LA.    1866. 

There  is,  in  this  volume,  a  legendary  account  of  the  peopliug  of  Ireland  and  of 
the  adventures  which  befell  the  various  heroes  who  are  said  to  have  been  con- 
nected with  Irish  history.  The  details  are,  however,  very  meagre  both  for  this 
period  and  for  the  time  when  history  becomes  more  authentic.  The  plan  adopted 
in  the  chronicle  gives  the  appearance  of  an  accuracy  to  which  the  earlier  portions 
of  the  work  cannot  have  any  claim.  The  succession  of  events  is  marked  year  by 
year,  from  a.m.  1599  to  a.d.  1150.  The  principal  events  narrated  in  the  later 
portion  of  the  work  are,  the  invasions  of  foreigners,  and  the  wars  of  the  Irish 
among  themselves.  The  text  has  been  printed  from  a  MS.  preserved  in  the 
library  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  written  partly  in  Latin,  partly  in  Irish. 

47.  The  Chronicle  of  Pierre  de  Ijangtoft,  in  French  Verse,  from  the  earliest 
Pbriod  to  the  Death  of  Edward  I.  Yols.  I.  and  II.  Edited  by  Thomas 
Wright,  Esq.,  M. A.    1866-1868. 

It  is  probable  that  Pierre  de  Langtoft  was  a  canon  of  Bridlington,  in  York- 
shire, and  lived  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  and  during  a  portion  of  the 
reign  of  Edward  II.  This  chronicle  i^  divided  into  three  parts;  in  the  first,  is 
an  abridgment  of  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth's  "  Historia  Britonum ;"  in  the  sc^cond, 
a  history  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  Norman  kings,  to  the  death  of  Henry  III. ; 
in  the  third,  a  history  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  The  principal  object  of  the 
work  was  apparently  to  show  the  justice  of  Edward's  Scottish  wars.  The  language 
is  singularly  corrupt,  and  a  curious  specimen  of  the  French  of  Yorkshire. 

48.  The  War  of  the  Gtaedhil  with  the  Gaill,  or  The  Invasions  of  Ireland  bt 
THE  Danes  and  other  Norsemen.  Edited,  with  a  TransUUion,  hy  James 
Hbnthorn  Todd,  D.D.,  Senior  Fellow  of  Trini^  College,  and  Regius  Pro- 
fessor of  Hebrew  in  the  University,  Dublin.    1867. 

The  work  in  its  present  form,  in  the  editor's  opinion,  is  a  comparatively 
modem  version  of  an  undoubtedly  ancieiU  original.  That  it  was  compiled  from 
contemporary  materials  has  been  proved  by  curious  incidental  evidence.  It  is 
stated  in  the  account  given  of  the  battle  of  Clontarf  that  the  full  tide  in  Dublin 
Bay  on  the  day  of  the  battle  (23  April  1014)  coincided  with  sunrise ;  and  that 
the  returning  tide  in  the  evening  aided  considerably  in  the  defeat  of  the  Danes. 
The  fact  has  been  verified  by  astronomical  calculations,  and  the  inference  is 
that  the  author  of  the  chronicle,  if  not  an  eye-witness,  must  have  derived  bis  in- 
formation from  eye-witnesses.  The  contents  of  the  woric  are  suflBcivntly 
described  in  its  title.  The  story  is  told  after  the  manner  of  the  Scandinavian 
Sagas,  with  poems  and  fragments  of  poems  introduced  into  the  prose  narrative. 

49.  Gbsta  Beois  Henrici  Secundi  Benedicti  Abbatis.  Chronicle  of  thb  Bsions 
OF  Henry  IE.  and  Richard  I.,  1 169-1192,  known  under  the  name  of  Benedict 
01  Pbterborouoh.  Vols.  I.  and  II.  Edited  by  Wiluam  Stubbs,  M.A«,  Begins 
Profesbor  of  Modern  History,  Oxford,  and  Lambeth  Librarian.    1867. 
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This  chronicle  of  the  reigns  of  Henry  II.  and  Richard  I.,  known  commonlj 
under  the  name  of  Benedict  of  Peterborough,  is  one  of  the  best  existhig  speci- 
mens of  a  class  of  historical  compositions  of  the  first  importance  to  the  student. 

•iO.    M^QNIiklBNTA.    ACA.DBI£IOA.,    OK,    DOCUMENTS  ILLU8TBA.TiyE    OP  ACADEMICAL    LtlTL 

AND  Sr  JDiES  AT  OxpoRD  (iu  Two  PartB).  Ecliied  by  the  Rer.  Heket  Anstey, 
M.A.,  Vicar  of  St.  Wendron,  Cornwall,  and  lately  Vice- Principal  of  St. 
Mary  Hall,  Oxford.    1868. 

This  work  will  supply  materials  for  a  History  of  Academical  Life  and  Studies 
in  the  University  of  Oxford  daring  the  13th,  Uth,  and  16th  centuries. 

51.  ( JiiaoNiCA  Magistki  Rogbbi  de  Houedene.  Vols.  I.,  II.,  III.,  and  IV.  Edited 
by  William  Stubbs,  M.A.,  Regius  Professor  of  Modern  History,  and  Fellow 
of  Oriel  College,  Oxford.     1868-1871. 

This  work  has  long  been  justly  celebrated,  but  not  thoroughly  understood  until 
Mr.  Stubbs'  edition.  The  earlier  portion,  extending  from  782  io  1148,  appears 
to  be  a  copy  of  a  compilation  made  in  Northumbria  about  1161,  to  which 
Uoveden  added  little.  From  1148  to  1169 — a  very  valuable  portion  of  this 
work — the  mattr-r  is  derived  from  another  source,  to  which  Hoveden  appears  to 
have  supplied  little,  and  not  always  judiciously.  From  1170  to  1192  is  the 
portion  which  corresponds  with  the  Chronicle  known  under  the  name  ot 
Benedict  of  Peterborough  {see  No.  49)  ;  but  it  is  not  a  copy,  being  sometimes 
an  abridgment,  at  others  a  paraphrase ;  occasionally  the  two  works  entirely 
agree ;  showing  that  both  writers  had  access  to  the  same  materials,  but  dealt 
with  them  differently.  From  1192  to  1201  may  be  said  to  be  wholly  Hoveden 'a 
work ;  it  is  extremely  valuable,  and  an  authority  of  the  first  importance. 

52.  WiLLBLUi  Malhbsbi&ibnsis  Movachi  de  Gtestis  Pontificuh  Akolobuh  Libbi 
QaiKQUB.  Edited,  from  William  of  Mahneshmfe  AtUograph  M8.,  6y  W.  B.  S. 
A.  Hamiltoit,  Esq.,  of  the  Department  of  Mannscripts,  British  Museum. 
1870. 

William  of  Malmesbury's  **  Gesta  Pontificum  *'  is  the  principal  foundation  of 
English  Ecclesiastical  Biography,  down  to  the  year  1122.  The  manus^pt 
which  has  been  followed  in*  this  Edition  is  supposed  by  Mr.  Hamilton  to  be  the 
author's  autograph,  containing  his  latest  additions  and  amendments. 

50.  lIisToaic  AND  Municipal  Documents  op  Ibeland,  pbom  the  Abchives  op  thk 
City  op  Dublin,  Ac.  1172-1320.  Edited  by  JohnT.  Gilbebt.  Esq.,  F.S.A., 
Secretary  of  the  Public  Record  Office  of  Ireland.    1870. 

A  collection  cf  original  document",  elucidating  mainly  the  history  and  condition 
of  the  municipal,  middle,  and  trading  classes  under  or  in  relation  with  the 
rule  of  England  in  Ireland, — a  subject  hitherto  in  almost  total  obscurity. 
Extending  over  the  first  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  the  Anglo-Norman 
settlement,  the  series  includes  charters,  municipal  laws  and  regulations,  rolls  of 
names  of  citizens  and  members  of  merchant-guilds,  lists  of  commodities  with 
their  rates,  correspondence,  illustrations  of  relations  between  ecclesiastics  and 
laity  ;  together  with  many  documents  exhibiting  the  state  of  Ireland  during  the 
presence  there  of  the  Scots  under  Robert  and  &wud  Bruce. 

51.  Tuif  Annals  op  Loch  Ce.  A  Ohbonicle  op  Ibibh  Appaies,  pboh  1041  to 
1590.  Yols.  I.  and  11.  Edited,  with  a  Translation,  hy  William  Maunsell 
Hennbsst,  Esq.,  M.E.I.A.    1871. 

The  original  of  this  chronicle  has  passed  under  various  names.  The  title  of 
"  Annals  of  Loch  C^  "  was  given  to  it  by  Professor  O'Curry,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  transcribed  for  Brian  Mao  Dermot,  an  Irish  chieftain,  who  resided  on  the 
island  in  Loch  C^,  in  the  county  of  Roscommon.  It  adds  much  to  the  materials 
for  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  Ireland ;  and  contains  many  curious 
references  to  English  and  foreign  affiiirs,  not  noticeid  in  any  other  chronicle. 

55.   MONUMENTA  JUBIDICA.   ThE  BlACR  BoOK  OP  '£h£  AdMIBALTY,  WITH  APPENDICES, 

Vols.  I.,  II.,  III.,  andlY.     Editedhy  Sib.  Tbavebs  Twiss,  Q.C,  D.C.L. 
1871-1876. 

This  book  contains  the  ancient  ordinances  and  laws  relating  to  the  navy, 
and  was  probably  compiled  for  the  use  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England. 
•  Sclden  caJls  it  tlic  *' jcwl-1  of  the  Admiralty  Records.'*  Prynne  ascribes  to  the 
Black  Hook  the  same  authority  in  the  Admiralty  as  the  Black  and  Red  Rocks 
have  in  the  Ck>urt  of  Exchequer,  and  most  English  writers  on  maritime  law 
r«eogiuse  its  importanee. 
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56.  Memorials  op  thb  Reigh  op  Hbistbt  VI. :— Oppicial  Oobebsfokdihcb  ot 
Thomas  Bekynton,  yBCKETAKY  to  Henby  YI.,  and  Bishop  op  Bathanb  Wells. 
Edited,  from  a  MS.  in  the  Arohiepiscopal  Library  at  Lambeth,  with  an  Awendix 
of  Illusirative  BoowmentSy  by  the  Rov.  Gbokge  Williams,  B.D.,Vicar  of  Bin  g- 
wood,  late  Follow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge.    Vols.  I.  and  II.     1872. 
These  curious  volumes  are  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  and  were  probably 
compiled  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Beckynton  before  he  had  attained 
to  the  Episcopate.    They  contain  many  of  the  Bishop's  own  letters,  and  seTeral 
written  by  him  in  the  Kind's  name  ;  also  letters  to  himself  while  Royal  Secre- 
tary, and  others  addressed  to  the";King.    This  work  elucidates  some  points  in 
the  history  of  the  nation  during  the  first  half  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

57.  Matthjbi  Pabisiensis,  Monachi  Sancti  Albani,  Ohbonica  Majoba.    Vol.  I. 

The  Creation  to  A.D.  1066.  Vol.  II.  A.D.  1067  to  A.D.  1216.  Vol.  HI. 
A.D.  1216  to  A.D.  1239.  Vol.  IV.  A.D.  1240  to  A.D.  1247.  Vol.  V.  A.D. 
1248  to  A.D.  1259.  Vol.  VI.  Additamenta.  Vol.  VII.  Index.  EdiUd  by 
Henby  Richabds  Litabd,  D.D.,  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Registrary  of  the 
University,  and  Vicar  of  Great  St*.  Mary's,  Cambridge.    1872-1884. 

This  work  contains  the  *'  Chronica  Majora  "  of  Matthew  Paris,  one  of  the 
most  valuable  and  frequently  consulted  of  the  ancient  English  Chronicles.  It 
is  published  from  its  commencement,  for  the  first  time.  The  editions  by  Arch- 
bishop Parker,  and  William  Wats,  severally  begin  at  the  Norman  Conquest. 

58.  Mbmobialb  Fbatbis  Waltebi  db  Coventbia.— The  Histobioal  Collectioks  op 
Waltbb  op  Covbntby.  Vols.  I.  and  II.  Edited,  from  the  MS.  in  the  Library 
of  Oorpue  Christi  College,  OamMdge,  by  William  Stubbs,  M.A.,  Regius 
Professor  of  Modern  History,  and  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford.  1872- 
1873. 

This  work,  now  printed  in  full  for  the  first  time,  has  long  been  a  desideratum 
by  Historical  Scholars.  The  first  portion,  however,  is  not  of  much  importance, 
being  only  a  compilation  from  earlier  writers.  The  part  relating  to  the  first 
quarter  of  the  thirteenth  century  is  the  most  valuable  and  interesting. 

59.  Taa  Akolo-Latin  Satibical  Poets  akd  Epigbammatists  op  the  Twblpth 
Obntuby.  Vols.  I.  and  II.  Oolleeted  and  edited  by  Thomas  Wbight,  Esq., 
M.  A..  Corresponding  Member  of  the  National  Institute  of  France(Acad^inie 
des  InsoripiioBs  et  Belles-Lettres).    1872 

The  Poems  contained  in  these  volumes  have  long  been  knowD  and  appreciated 
as  the  best  satires  of  the  age  in  which  their  authors  flourished,  and  were  deservedly 
popular  during  the  13th  and  14th  centuries. 

60.  Matebtals  pob  a  Histoby  op  the  Reign  op  Hbkby  VII.,  pbom  obiginal 
DocTTMEirrsPBESBBVBDiN  THE  PxTBLic  Recobd  Oppice.  Vols.  I.  and  II.  Edited 
fey  the  Rev.  William  Campbell,  M.A.,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Ibispectors  of 
Schools.    1873-1877. 

These  volumes  are  valuable  as  illustrating  the  acts  and  proeeedingg  of  Henry VIL 
on  ascending  the  throne,  and  shadow  out  me  policy  he  afterwards  adopted. 

61.  Histobioal  Papebs  and  Lettebs  pbom  the  Kobthbbn  Rbgistsbs.    Edited  by 

Jambs  Rainb,  M  A.,  Canon  of  York,  and  Secretary  of  the  Snrtees  Society. 
1873. 

The  documents  in  this  volume  illustrate,  for  the  most  part,  the  general  historj 
of  the  north  of  England,  particularly  in  its  relation  to  Scotland. 

62.  REtjrsTBTJM  Palatinttm  Dunelmenss.  The  Rbgisteb  op  Richabd  db  Ksllawb, 
Lord  Palatine  and  Bishop  op  Dubham  ;  1311-1316,  Vols.  I.,  IL,  IlL,  and 
IV.  Edited  by  Sir  Thomas  Duppus  Habdy,  D.C.L.,  DeputyKeeper  of  the 
Public  Records.    1873-1878. 

Bishop  Kellawe's  Register  contains  the  proceedings  of  his  prelacy,  both  lay 
and  ecclesiastical,  and  is  the  earliest  Register  of  the  Palatinate  of  Bnrham. 

63.  Memobials  op  Saint  Ddnstan,  Abchbibhop  op  Cantebbttbt.     Edited,  from 

voHoue  M8S,,  by  William  Sthbbs,  M.A.,   Regins  Professor  of  Modern 

History,  and  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford.    1874. 

This  volume  contains  several  lives  of  Archbishop  Dunstan,  one  of  the  meet 
celebrated  Primates  of  Canterbury.  They  open  various  points  of  Historieal 
and  Literary  interest,  without  which  our  knpwledge  of  the  period  wonld  be 
more  incomplete  than  it  is  at  present. 
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6k  Ch&onioon  ANOLiiB,  ab  Anko  D0UI17I 1328  usque  ad  Ankdm  1388,  Auctohb 
MoNACHo  QUODAM  Sancti  Albani.  Edited  by  Edwam)  Maunde  Thompson, 
Esq.,  Barrisfcer-at-Law,  and  Assistant-Keeper  of  the  Manuscripts  in  the 
British  Museum.     1874. 

This  chronicle  gives  a  circumstantial  history  of  the  close  of  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  which  has  hitherto  been  considered  lost. 

65.  Thomas  Saoa  Erkibyskups.  A  Life  of  Ahchbishop  Teomab  Becket,  in  Ice- 
landic. Vols.  I.  and  II.  Edited,  with  English  Translation,  Notes,  and  Glossary 
by  M.  EiRfoL  Magnusson,  M.A.,  Sub-Librarian  of  the  University  Library, 
Cambridge.     1875-1884. 

lliis  work  is  derived  from  the  Life  of  Becket  written  by  Benedict  of  Peter- 
borough, and  apparently  supplies  the  missing  portions  in  Iknedict's  biography. 

66.  Radulphi  be  Googeshall  Ghronicon  Anglicanum.  Edited  by  the  Bet. 
Joseph  Stevenson,  M.A.    1875. 

This  volume  contains  the  **  Ghronicon  Anglicanum,*'  by  Ralph  of  Coggleshall, 
the  '*Libelliis  de  Expugnatione  Terree  Sanctse  per  Saladinum,"  usually 
ascribed  to  the  same  author,  and  other  pieces  of  an  interesting  character. 

67.  MATEfiiALS  fob  THE  HiSTOBY  OF  ThOMAS  BeCKET,  AbCHBISHOP  OF  GaNTBBBURT. 

Yds.  I.,  II.,  in.,  IV.,  v.,  and  VI.  Editedby  the  Rev.  Jakes  Obaioie 
Robertson,  M. A.,  Canon  of  Canterbury.  1876-1883.  Vol.  VII.  Edited 
by  Joseph  Bbigstocke  Sheppabd,  Esq.,  LL.D.     1885. 

This  publication  comprises  all  contemporary  materials  for  the  history  of 
Archbishop  Thomas  Becket.  Tlie  first  volume  contains  the  life  of  that  cele- 
brated man,  and  the  miracles  after  his  death,  by  William,  a  monk  of  Canter- 
bury. The  second,  the  life  by  Benedict  of  Peterborough  j  John  of  Salisbury ; 
Alan  of  Tewkesbury;  and  Edward  Grim.  The  third,  the  life  by  William 
Fitzstephen;  and  Herbert  of  Bosham.  The  fourth,  anonymous  lives,  Quad- 
rllogus,  &c.    The  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh,  the  Epistles,  and  known  letters. 

•68.  Rabulfi  db  Diceto  Decani  Lundoniensis  Opeba  Historica.    The  Historical  . 
Works  of  Master  Ralph  be  Diceto,  Dean  of  London.     Vols.  I.  and  II. 
Edited,  from  the  Original  Manuscripts,  by  William  Stubbs,  M.A.,  RegiuB 
Professor  of  Modem  History,  and  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford.    1876. 
The  Historical  Works  of  Ralph  de  Diceto  are  some  of  the  most  valuable 
materials  for  British  History.    The  Abbreviationes  Ghronicorum  extend  from 
the  Creation  to  1147,  and  the  Ymagines  Historiarum  to  1201. 

69.  Roll  of  the  Procebdings  of  the  King's  Council  in  Ireland,  for  a  Portion 
OF  THE  16th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Richard  II.  1392-98.  Edited  by  the 
Rev.  James  Graves,  A.B.    1877. 

This  Roll  throws  considerable  light  on  the  History  of  Ireland  at  a  period 
little  known.    It  seems  the  only  document  of  the  kind  extant. 

70.  Hbnrici  de  Bracton  d?  Legibus  et  Consuetudinibus  Anglic  Libbi  Quinque 
IN  Varios  Tr^ctatus  Distincti.  Ad  DiversorumetVetustissimorumCodi- 
CUM  CoLLATiONEM  Typis  Vulgati.  Vols.  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV.,V.,and  VL  Edited 
by  Sir  Travers  Twiss,  Q.G.,  D.C.L.    1878-1883. 

This  is  a  new  edition  of  Bracton's  celebrated  work,  collated  with  MSS.  in 
the  British  Museum  :  the  Libraries  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Middle  Temple,  and  Gray's 
Inn;  Bodelian  Library,  Oxford;  the  Biblioth^ue  Nationale,  Paris ;  &c. 

71 .  The  Historians  of  the  Church  of  York,  and  its  Archbishops.  Vols.  I. 
and  II.  Edited  by  James  Raine,  M.A.  ,  Canon  of  York,  and  Secretary  of  the 
Surtees  Society.    1879-1886. 

This  will  form  a  complete  **  Corpus  Historioum  Eboracense,"  a  work  very 
much  needed,  and  of  great  value  to  the  Historical  Inquirer. 

72.  Registrum  Malmesburiense.  The  Register  of  Malmesburt  Abbey  j  Pre- 
served IN  THE  Public  Recobd  Office.  Vols.  I.  and  11.  Edited  by  J.  S. 
Brewer,  M.A.,  Preacher  at  the  Rolls,  and  Rector  of  Toppesfield ;  and 
Charles  Trice  Martin,  Esq.,  B.A.    1879, 1880. 

Tliis  work  illustrates  many  curious  points  of  history,  the  growth  of  society,  the 
distribution  of  land,  the  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant,  national  customs,  Sec. 

73.  Historical  Works  of  Gervase  of  Canterbubt.  Vols.  I.  snd  II.  The 
Chronicle  of  the  Reigns  op  Stephen,  Henrt  II.,  andRicHABD  I.,  by  Geb- 
VASE,  THE  Monk  of  Canterbury.  Editedby  ^ ilu ah  Stubbs,  D.D.  ;  Canon 
Residentiary  of  St.  Paul's,  London;  Regius  Professor  of  Modern  History 
an^  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford ;  &c.    1879, 1880. 
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The  Historical  Works  of  Gerrase  of  Ganterbu^  are  of  great  importance 
as  regards  the  questions  of  Church  and  State,  daring  the  period  in  which  he 
wrote.     This  work  was  printed  by  Twysden,  in  ^e  "  EListorifls  AngUcaase 
Scriptores  X./*  more  than  two  centuries  ago.    The  present  edition  has  receiyed    - 
critical  examination  and  illustration. 

74.  B.BNBICI  AbCHIDIAOONI  HnNTEND(JNEK8I8  HiSTOEIA  AnOLOBUM.      ThS  HiBTOBY 

or  THE  English,  bt  Heitbt,  Abchdbacon  of  Huntingdon,  from  a.d.  65  to 
A.D.  1154,  in  Eight  Books.  Edited  by  Thomas  Abnold,  Esq.,  M.A.,  of 
University  College,  Oxford.    1879. 

Henry  of  Huntingdon's  work  was  first  printed  by  Sir  Henry  Savile,  in  1596, 
in  his  **  Scriptores  post  Bedam,*'  and  reprinted  at  Frankfort  in  1601.  Both 
editions  are  very  rare  and  inaccurate.  The  first  five  books  of  the  History  were 
published  in  1848  in  the  **  Monumenta  Historica  Britannica,**  which  is  out  of  print 
The  present  volume  contains  the  whole  of  the  manuscript  of  Huntin^on's 
History  in  eight  books,  collated  with  a  manuscript  lately  discciyered  at  Pane. 

75.  The  Histobical  Wobks  op  Stmeon  op  Dubham.    Vols.  I.  and  II.    Edited  hy 

Thomas  Abnold,  Esq.,  M.A.,  of  University  College,  Oxford.     1882-1885. 

The  first  volume  of  this  edition  of  the  Historical  Works  of  S}meon  of 
Durham,  contains  the  *'  Historia  Dunelmensis  Ecclesise,"  and  other  Works. 
The  rccond  volume  contains  the  "  Historia>Regum,**  &c. 

76.  Ohboniclbs  op  the  Eeigns  op  Edwabd  I.  and  Bdwabd  II.  Vols.  I.  and  n. 
Edited  by  William  Stubbs,  D.D.,  Canon  Bresidentiary  of  St.  Paul's,  London ; 
Begins  Professor  of  Modern  History,  and  Fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford, 
&c.    1882,1883. 

The  first  volume  of  these  Chronicles  contains  the  *'  Annales  Londonienses " 
and  the  *'  Annales  Paulini :  "  the  second,  I. — Commendatio  Lamentabilis  in 
Transitu  magni  Eegis  Edwardi.  II. — (jresta  Edwardi  de  Camarvan  Auctore 
Cancnico  Bndlingtnniensi.  HI. — ^Monachi  cujusdam  Malraesberiensis  Vita, 
Edwardi  II.    IV. — Vita  et  Mors  Edwardi  II.  Conscripta  a  Thoma  de  la  Moore. 

77.  Rbgisteum   ^istolabum  Fbatbis   Johannis  Peckham,  Abchiepiscopi  Can-' 

TUABIBN8I8.  Vols.  I.,  II.,  and  in.  Edited  by  Chablbs  Tbice  Mabtin,  Esq., 
B.A.,E.S.  A.,  1882-1886. 

These  Letters  are  of  great  value  for  illustrating  English  Ecclesiastical  History. 

78.  Bbgisteb  op  S.  Osmund.    Edited  by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Rich  Jones,  M.A.,  F.S.A., 

Canon  of  Salisbury,  Vicar  of  Bradford-on-Avon.  Vols.  I.  and  II.  1883, 1884. 
This  Register,  of  which  a  complete  copy  is  here  printed  for  the  first  time,  is 
among  the  most  ancient,  and  certainly  the  most  treasured,  of  the  muniments 
of  the  Bishops  of  Salisbury.  It  derives  its  name  AH>m  containing  the  statutes, 
rules,  and  orders  made  or  compiled  by  S.  Osmund,  to  be  observed  in  the 
Cathedral  and  diocese  of  Salisbury.  The  first  19  folios  contain  the  "  C-onnuetu- 
dinary,*'  the  exposition,  as  regards  ritual,  of  the  **  Use  of  Sarum.'* 

79.  Chabtulabt  op  the  Ancient  Benedictine  Abbey  op  Ramsey,  from  the  MS.  in 
the  Public  Record  Office.  Vols.  I.  and  II.  1884, 1886.  Edited  by  William 
Hbnby  Habt,  Ifisq.,  P.S.A.,  and  the  Rer.  Ponsonby  Anneslby  Lyons. 

This  Chvrtulary  of  the  Ancient  Benedictine  Monastery  of  Ramsey,  Hunting- 
donshire, came  to  the  Crown  on  the  Dissolution  of  Monasteries,  was  afterwards 
preserved  in  the  Stone  Tower,  Westminster  Hall,  and  thence  transferred  'to 
the  Public  Record  Office. 

80.  Ohabtulabibs  op  St.  ]bCABY*8  Abbey,  Dublin,  &c,,  preserved  in  the  Bodleian 
Library  and  British  Mnsenm.  Edited  by  John  Thomas  Gilbebt,  Ebq,, 
F.S. A. ,  M.RJ. A.    Vols.  I.  &  II.  1884  and  1886. 

These  Chartularies,  published  for  the  first  time,  are  the  only  documents  of 
that  description  known  to  exist  of  the  ancient  establishments  of  the  Cistercian 
Order  in  Ireland ;  two  being  of  St.  Mary's  Abbey,  Dubliu,  and  one  of  the  House 
ac  Dunbrody,  Wexford.  One  Chartulary  is  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxfoid, 
to(cether  with  that  of  Dunbrody ;  the  second  is  in  the  British  Museum. 

81.  Badmbbi  Histobia  Novobum  in  Anglia,  et  ofuscula  duo  db  Vita  Sancti 
Anbelmi  et  quibdsi) am  Mibaculis  EJT78.  1884.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  Mabtin 
RuLB,  M.A. 

This  volume  contains  the  "  HistoriaB  Novorum  in  Anglia,*'  of  Eadmer ;  his 
treatise  '<  De  Vita  et  conversatione  Anselmi  Archiepisoopi  CantuariensiSy"  and 
a  Tract  entitled  **  Quaedam  Parva  Pescriptio  Miraculomm  glorion  Patris 
**  Ansehni  Cantuariensis," 
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82.  Ohkoviclbs  of  thb  Bbi&vs  of  Stephen,  Hbkbt  II.,  and  Bichabd  I.    Vols.  I. 

II.,  and  III.,  1884-1886.   Edited  by  Bechabd  Howlett,  Esq.,  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  Barrister-at-law. 

Vol.  I.  contains  Books  I.-IV.  of  the  "  Historiu  lierum  Anglicarum  *'  of 
Williaoi  of  Newbargh  ;  Vol.  IL  contains  Book  V.  of  that  work,  the  continuation 
of  the  Rame  to  A.D.  1298,  and  the  "  Draco  Normannicus  "  of  Etienne  de  Rouen. 
Vol.  III.  contains  the  *'  Gesta  Stephani  Regis,"  the  Chronicle  of  Richard  of 
Hexham,  the  "  Relatio  de  Staudardo  "  of  St.  Aelred  of  Rievaulx,  the  poem  of 
Jordan  Fantosme,  and  the  Chronicle  of  Richard  of  Devizes. 

83.  Ohbonicle  of  tue  Ancient  Abbet  of  Ramsey,  from  the  Chartularj  of  that 
Abbey,  in  the  Pablic  Record  Office.  188«.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  William 
Dunn  Maceat,  M.A.jT.S.A.,  Rector  of  Dacklington,  Oxon. 

This  Chronicle  forms  part  of  the  Ghartulary  of  the  Abbey  of  Ramsey,  pre- 
serred  in  the  Publin  Record  Office  (see  No.  79). 

84.  Chkonica  Rogeki  de  Wbndovee,  sivb  Flokes  Histokiakum.  Vol.  I.  Edited 
by  Hen&y  Gay  Hewlett,  Esq.,  Keeper  of  the  Records  of  the  Land  Revenue. 

This  edition  gives   that  portion  only  of    Roger  of    Wendover's   Chronicle 
which  can  be  accounted  an  original  auth&rity. 

85.  Tki  Registers  of  the  Monastebt  of  Cheist  Ohtjkch,  Caktbrbury.  Edited  by 
Joseph  Bricstocks  Sheppard,  Esq.,  LL.D.     Vol.  I.,  1887. 

86.  Tub  Metrical  Chronicle  of  Robert  of  Gloucester.     Edited  by  William 

Aldis  Wright,  Esq.,  M.A.    Parts  I.  and  U.,  1887. 

87.  Chronicle  or  Robert  OF  Brunne.  Edited  by  Frederick  James  Furnivall, 
Esq.,  M.A.,  of  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  Barrister-at-Law.  Parts  I  and  II. 
1887. 


In  the  Press. 

A  Collection  of  Sagas  and  other  Historical  Documents  relating  to  the  Settle- 
ments and  Descents  of  the  Northmen  on  the  British  Isles.  Edited  by  Sir 
George  Webbe  Dasent,  D.C.L.,  Oxon.,  and  M.  Gudbrand  Vigfusson,  M.A. 
Vols.  I.— IV. 

Lbstorie  DBS  Engles  solum  Geffrei  Gaimar.  Edited  by  the  late  Sir  Thomas 
DuFFUS  Hardt,  D.O.L.,  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Public  R^ecords ;  continued  and 
translated  by  Charles  Trice  Maetin,  Esq. .  B. A.,  F.S.A.    Vols.  I.  and  II. 

The  Tripartite  Life  op  St.  Patrick,  with  other  documents  relating  to  that  Saint. 
Edited  by  Whitley  Stokes,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  D.C.L.,  Honorary  Fellow  of  J«»bu8 
College,  Oxford  ;  and  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Institute  of  France. 
Parts  T.  and  II. 

Chartulart  OF  THE  Ancient  Benedictine  Abbet  of  Ramsey,  from  the  M8.  in  the 

Public  Becord  Office,    Vol.  III.    Edited  by  William  Henry  Hart,  Esq., 

F.S.A.,  and  the  Rev.  Ponsonby  Annesley  Lyons. 
Willelmi  Monacht  Malmesbiriensis  de  Begum  Gestis  Anglorum,  libri  V. ; 

BT  HiSTORLB  NovELLiB,  LIBRI  III.    Edited  by  William  Stubbs,  D.D.,  Bishop 

of  Chester.    Vols.  I.  and  11. 

Charters  and  Documents,  illustrating  the  History  of  the  Cathedral  and 
City  of  Sarum,  1100-1300 ;  forming  an  Appendix  to  the  Register  of  S. 
Osmund.  Vol.  III.  Edited  by  the  Eev.  W.  H.  Rich  Jones,  M.A.,  F.S.A., 
Canon  of  Salisbury,  Vicar  of  Bradford-on-Avon. 

A  Collection  of  the  Chronicles  and  Ancient  Histories  of  Great  Britain  now 
CALLED  England,  by  John  de  Waurin.  1399-1422.  (Translation  of  Vol. 
n).  Edited  and  t^-anslated  by  the  late  Sir  William  Hardy,  F.S.A.,  and 
Edward  L.  C.  P.Hajidy,  Esq.,  F.S.A.,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Barrister-at-Law. 

Flobba  Historiarum,  per  MATTHiBUM  Westmonasteriensem  collbcti.  Edited  by 
Hbnry  Bichards  Luard,  D.D.,  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Registrary  of  the 
Unirersity,  and  Vicar  of  Great  St.  Mary's,  Cambridge. 

Ranulf  de  Glanvill  ;  Tractatus  db  lbgibus  et  consuetudinibus  Anglls,  Ac. 
Edited  and  ira/nalated  by  Sir  Tsavers  Twiss,  Q.C,  D.O.L. 
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CHKomcLB  Of  Adam  Muriuuth,  with  the  Chroniole  op  Bobbbt  of  Avesbubt. 
Edited  hy  Edwabd  Maunde  Thompson,  Esq.,  Keeper  and  Egerfcon  Librarian 
of  the  Idjanuscript  Department  in  the  British  Musenm. 

Year  Books  op  the  Ebign  op  Edward  III.    Uditedand  tranalaledhy  Luke  Owen 
Pike,  Esq.,  M.A.,  of  Lincohi's  Inn,  Barrister-at-Law. 


In  Progress. 

Descriptive  Catalogue  op  Manuscripts  relating  to  the  History  op  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Vol.  IV. ;  1327,  &c,  Edited  bythe  late  Sir  Thomas 
Duppus  Hardy,  D.O.L.,  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Public  Kecords,  and  C.  Trice 
Martin,  Esq.,  B.A.,  P.S.A. 

The  Treatise  **  Db  Principum  Instructione,"  of  Giraldus  Gambrbnsis  ;  with  an 
Index  to  the  first  four  volumes  of  the  "Works  of  Giraldus  Oambrensis/' 
edited  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Brewer.  Edited  hy  George  F.  Waritbr,  Esq.,  of 
the  Department  of  MSS. ,  British  Museum. 

Rbcueil  des  Orohiques  et  anchiennes  Istoribs  de  la  Grant  Bretaignb  a 
PRESENT  nommb  Engleterrb,  par  Jbhan  db  Waurin.  Vol.  V.  1443-1461. 
Edited  hy  Sir  William  Hardy,  F.S.A.,  and  Edward  L.  0.  P.  Hardy,  Esq., 
P.S.A. ,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Barrister-at-Law. 

The  Eed  Book  op  the  Exchequer,  preserved  in   the  Public  Beoord  Office. 

Edited  hy  Walpord  Daking  Selby,  Esq.,  of  the  Public  Record  Office. 
Annals  or  Memorials  op  St.  Edmondsbury.    Edited  hy  Thomas  Arnold,  Esq., 

M.A.,  of  University  College,  Oxford. 

Chronicle  op  Henry  Knighton,  Canon  of  Leicester,  to  the  death  of  Richard  II. 
Edited  hy  the  Rev.  Joseph  Rawson  Lumby,  D.D. 

Lexicon  Geographicum.    From  a  Manuscript  of  the  14fch  century.    Edited  by 
Frank  Scott  Haydon,  Esq.,  B.A.,  Assistant  Keeper  of  the  Public  Records. 

Chronica  Rogeri  db  Wendover,  Sive  Flores  Historiarum.    Edited  by  Henry 
Gay  Hewlett,  Esq.,  Keeper  of  the  Records  of  the  Land  Revenue.    Vol.  EL 

The  Registers  op  the  Monastery  op  Christ  Church,  Canterbury.    Edited  hy 
Joseph  Brigstocke  Sheppard,  Esq.,  LL.D.    Vol.  II. 


PUBLICATIONS  OP  THE  RECORD  COMMISSIONERS.  &c. 

[In  boards  or  cloth.] 


Rotulorum  Originalium  in  Curia  Scaccarii  Abbrbviatio.    Hen.  III. — Bdw.  lU. 

Edited  hy  Henry  Playpord,  Esq.    2  Vols,  folio  (1805—1810).    12$.  ed.  each* 
Calbndarium  iNQUisiTioyjM  POST   Mortem  sive  Esoabtarum.    Hen.  III. — Ric. 

in.    Edited  by  John  Caley  and  John  Baylby,  Bsqrs.    Folio  (1821 — 1828) : 

Vol.  3,  2l8. ;  Vol.  4,  24«. 

LiBRORUM    Manuscriptorum    Bibliothecjb   Harlbianji    Oatalogus.     Vol.    4. 
Edited  by  the  Rev.  T.  Hartwell  Horne.    Folio  (1812),  18«. 

Abbreviatio  Placitorum.    Richard  I.— Edward  11.    Edited  5ythe  Right  Hon. 
GrBORGE  RosE  and  W.  Illingworth,  Esq.    1  Vol.  folio  (1811),  18». 

LiB&i  Censualis  vocati  Domesday-Book,  Indices.    EdOed  by  Sir  Henry  Ellis 
Folio  (1816),  (Domesday-Book,  Vol.  3).    21«. 

LiBRi  Cbnsualis  vocati  Domesday-Book,  Additamenta  ex   Codic.    Aivtiquiss. 

Edited  by  Sir  Henry  Ellis.  •  Folio  (1816),  (Domesday-Book,  Vol,  4),  21s. 
Statutes  op  the  Realm.     Edited  by  Sir  T.  B.  Tomlins,  John  Raithby,  Johk 

Oalby,  and  Wm.  Elliott,  Esqrs.    Vols.  7,  8,  9, 10,  and  11,  folio  (1819^ 

1828).    31«.  ed.  each ;  Indices,  30«.  each. 
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Yalob  EooLBSiASiicms,  temp.  Hen.  Yin.  »AuctontateBegiaiii8tiinittiB.  Ediiedly 
John  Galsy,  Esq.,  and  the Eev.  Joseph  Huutbb,  vols.  3  to  6,  folio  (1817- 
1834).    25«.  each.    The  Introduction,  separately,  8vo.    2«.  64. 

EOTTTLI   SCOTUI  IN   TUEEI  LONDINBNSIET  IN   DOMO   OaPITULARI  WeSTMONASTEEIBNS 

AssBBVATi.    19  Bdw.  I. — Hen.  VIII.    Edited  by  D.  Macphekson,  J.  Cale?, 
W.  Illingvokth,  Esqrs.,  and  Rev.  T.  H.  Hokne.    Vol.  2.  foHo  (1818).    21«. 

FdDB&A,  OoNVBNTiONES,  L1TTERJ8,  &c. ;  OF,  Rtmeb's  Fobdeka,  Ncw  Edition,  folio. 

.       Vol.  3,  Part  2,  1361—1377  (1830):  Vol.  4,  1377—1383  (1869).     Editedby 

John  Oalbt  and  Feed.  Holbkooke,  Esqrs.    Vol.  3,  Part  2,  21«. ;  Vol.  4,  6». 

DucATUs  Lancastrls  Calendakium  Inquimtionum  post  Moktem,  Ac.  Part  3, 
Calendar  to  Pleadings,  &c.,  Hen.  VII. — 13  Eliz.  Part  4,  Calendar  to  Plead- 
ings, to  end  of  Eliz.  (1827— 1834.)  Edited  by  R.  J.  Habpee,  John  Calet, 
and  Wm.  Minchin,  Esqrs.  Folio.  Part  3  (or  Vol.  2),  31«.  6d, ;  Part  4  (or 
Vol.  3),  2U. 

Calenpaks  of  the  Proceedings  in  Chancebt,  Eliz.  ;  with  Examples  of  Proceed- 
ings from  Ric.  II.    Edited  by  John  Baylet,  Esq.    Vol.  3  (1832),  folio,  21*. 

Pabliamentabt  Weits  and  Wbits  of   Military  Summons,  with  Records  and 

Maniments  relating  to  Suit  and  Service  to  Parliament,  &c.  Edited  by  Sir 

Francis    Palgrave.     (1830—1834.)     Folio.     Vol.   2,    Div.  1,   Edw,  11., 
21«. ;  Vol.  2,  Div.  2,  21«. ;  Vol.  2,  Div.  3,  42«. 

ROTULI   LiTTBRARTJM  ClaXJSARXJM  IN    TuRRI    LONDINENSI  ASSERVATI.      2  Vols.  folio 

(1833,  1844).    Vol.  1, 1204-1224.    Vol.  2,  1224—1227.    Edited  by  Thomas 
DuFFUS  Hardy,  Esq.    Vol.  1,  63«. ;  Vol.  2, 18*. 

Proceedings  and  Ordinances  of  the  Privy  Council  of  England.  10  Ric.  II. 
— 33  Hen.  VIII.  Edited  by  Sir  Nicholas  Harris  Nicolas.  7  Vols,  royal 
8vo.  (1834— 1837).    14«.  each. 

Rotuli  Littbrarum  Patbntium  in  Turri  Lond.  ASSERVATI.  1201—1216.  Edited 
by  T.  DuFFUS  Hardy,  Esq.  1  Vol.  folio  (1835),  31*.  6d.  The  Introdnction, 
separately,  8vo.    9«. 

Rotuli  Curls  Regis.  Rolls  and  Records  of  the  Ooart  held  before  the  King's 
Justiciars  or  Jnstices.  6  Richard  I. — 1  John.  Edited  by  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave.    2  Vols,  royal  8vo.  (1835).    28». 

Rotuli  NoRMANNiiB  in  Turri  Lond.  assbrvati.  1200—1205;  1417—1418.  Edited 
by  Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Esq.    1  Vol.  royal  8vo.  (1835).    128,  Sd, 

Rotuli  de  Oblatis  bt  Finibus  in  Turri  Lond.  assbrvati,  temp.  Regis  Johannis. 
Edited  by  Thomas  Duffus  Hardy,  Esq.    1  Vol.  royal  8vo.  (1835).    18«. 

Bxcbrpta  e  Rotulis  Finium  in  Turri  Londinensi  assebvatis.  Henry  in.,  1216 — 
1272.  Edited  by  Chablbs  Robeets,  Esq.  2  Vols,  royal  8vo.  (1835, 1836) ; 
Vol.1,  14«.;  Vol.2,  18*. 

Fines,  sive  Pedes  Finium  ;  sive  Finales  Concordlb  in  CuriI  Domini  Regis^ 
7  Richard  I.— 16  John,  1195—1214.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  Josbph  Hunter.  In 
Counties.    2  Vols,  royal  8vo.  (1835—1844) ;  Vol.  1,  Ss.  6d. ;  Vol.  2,  2f .  6d, 

Ancient  E^albndars  and  Inventories  of  the  Treasury  of  His  Majesty's  Ex- 
chequer ;  with  Documents  illustrating  its  History.  Edited  by  Sir  Francis 
Palgrave.    3  Vols,  royal  8vo.  (1836).    42«. 

Documents  and  Records  illustrating  the  History  of  Scotland,  and  Transactions 
between  Scotland  and  England;  preserved  in  the  Treasurv  of  Her  Majesty's 
Exchequer.  Edited  by  Sir  Francis  Palgrave.    1  Vol.  royal  8vo.  (1837) .     18*. 

Rotuli  Chartarum  in  Turri  Londinensi  asservati.  1199 — 1216.  Edited  by 
Thomas  DuffusHardy,  Esq.    1  Vol.  folio  (1837).    30«. 

Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  1831—1837.  1  Vol. 
folio  (1837).    8*. 

Registrum  vulgariter  nuncupatnm  "  The  Record  of  Caernarvon, "e  codice  MS. 
Harleiano,  696,  descriptum.  Edited  by  Sir  Henry  Ellis.  1  Vol.  folio 
(1838),  31».  ed. 
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Ancient  Laws  and  Institutes  of  England  ;  comprising  Laws  enacted  under  the 
Anglo-Saxon  Kings,  with  Translation  of  the  Saxon  ;  the  Laws  oalled  Edward 
the  Confessor's ;  the  Laws  of  William  the  Oononeror,  and  those  ascribed 
to  Henry  I. ;  Monumenta  Ecclesiastica  Anglicana,  from  7th  to  10th 
century ;  aud  Ancient  Latin  Version  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Laws.  Edited 
by  Benjamin  Thorpe,  Esq .     1  Vol.  folio  (1840),  40*.     2  Vols. royal  8to,  305. 

Ancient  Laws  and  Institutes  op  Wales;  comprising  Laws  supposed  to  be 
enacted  by  Howel  the  G-ood,  modified  by  Regulations  prior  to  the  ConqueBt 
by  Edward  I. ;  aud  anomalous  Laws,  principally  of  Institutions  wnioh 
continued  in  force.  With  Translation.  Also,  Latin  Transcripts,  con- 
taining Digests  of  Laws,  principally  of  the  Dimetian  Code.  EdU^  by 
Aneurin  Owen,  Esq.    1  Vol.  folio  (1841),  44*.    2  Vols,  royal  8vo.,  36*. 

KoTULi  D£  Liberate  ac  de  Misis  et  FaiESTiTis,  Kegnante  Johanne.  Edited  by 
Thomas  Duppus  Hardy,  Esq.    1  Vol.  royal  8vo.  (1844).    6«. 

Thb  Great  Rolls  op  the  Pipe,  2,  3,  4  Hen.  II.,  1166—1158.  Edited  by  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Hunter.     1  Vol,  royal  8vo.  (1844).    4*.  6d. 

The  Great  Roll  op  the  Pipe,  1  Ric.  I.,  1189—1190.    Edited  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 

Hunter.    1  Vol.  royal  8vo.  (1844).    6«. 
Documents  Illustrative  op  English  History  in  the  13th  and  14th  centuries,  from 

the  Records  of  the  Queen's  Remembrancer  in  the  Exchequer.    Edited  by 

Henry  Cole,  Esq.     1  Vol.  fcp.  folio  (1844).    6«.  ed. 
Modus  Tenendi  Parliambntum.    An  Ancient  Treatise  on  the  Mode  of  holding 

the  Parliament  in  England.    Edited  &y  Thomas  Duppus  Hardy,  Esq.    1  Vol. 

8vo.(1846).    28.  ed. 
Registrum  Maoni  Sigilli  Reg.  Scot,  in  Archivis  Publicis  asservatum.    1306 — 

1424.    Edited  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq,    Polio  (1814).    10«.  6d. 
Acts  op  the  Parliaments  op  Scotland.     Folio)  1814—1876).    Edited  by  Thomab 

Thomson  and  Cosmo  Innbs,  Esqrs.    Vol.  1,  42«.    Vols.   6  and  6  (in  three 

Parts),   21 «.  each  Part;    Vols.  4,  7,  8,    9,    10,   and  11,   10«.    6d.    each; 

Vol.  12  (Index),  63*.     Or,  12  Volumes  in  13,  12L  12*. 
Acts  op  the  Lords  Auditors  op  Causes  and  Complaints  (Acta  Dominorum  Auoi- 

torum).     1466—1494.  Edited  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.  Folio  (1839).  10«.  6d. 
Acts  op  the  Lords  op  Council  in  Civil  Causes  (Acta  Dominorum    Ooncilii), 

1478—1495.    Edited  by  Thomas  Thomson,  Esq.    Folio  (1839).    10«.  6d. 
Issue  Roll  op  Thomas  de  Brantingham,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  Lord  High  Treasurer, 

containing  Payments  out  of  the  Revenue,  44  Edw.  III.,  1370.    Edited  by 

Frederick  Devon,  Esq.    1  Vol.  4to.  (1835),  35«.   Or,  royal  8vo.,  26*. 
Issues   op   the   Exchequer,    James   I.;   from   the   Pell    Records.    Edited   by 

Frederick  Devon,  Esq.    1  Vol.  4to.  (1836),  30*.     Or,  royal  8vo.,  21*. 
Issues  op  the  Exchequer,  Henry  III.— Henry  VI. ;  from  the  Pell  Records.  Edited 

by  Frederick  Devon,  Esq.    1  Vol.  4to.  (1837),  40«.    Or,  royal  8vo.,  30». 
Handbook  to  the  Public  Records.     By  F.  S.  Thomas,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the 

Public  Record  Office.    1  Vol.  royal  8vo.  (1863).    12*. 
Historical  Notes  relative  to  the  History  op  England.    Henry  VEQ — Anne 

(1509—1714).     A  Book  of  Reference  for  ascertaining  the  Dates  of  Even te. 

By  F.  S.  Thomas,  Esq.    3  Vols.  8vo.  (1866).    40$. 
State  Papers,  durii^g  the  Reign  op  Henry  the  Eighth  :  with  Indices  of  Persons 

and  Places.    11  Vols.  4to.  (1830—1852),  10s.  6d.  each. 

Yol.  I. Domestic  Correspondence. 

Vols.  II.  &  III.— Correspondence  relating  to  Ireland. 
Vole!  rV.  &  V. — Correspondence  relating  to  Scotland. 
Vols.  VI.  to  XI. — Correspondence  between  England  and  Foreign  Gonrta 
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WORKS    PUBLISHED    IN    PHOTOZINCOGRAPHY. 


DoMBSDAT  Book,  or  the  G-reat  Sukvey  op  England  op  William  the  Oonqtiebob, 
1066  ;  fac-simile  of  the  Part  relating  to  each  county,  separately  (with  a  few 
exoeptions  of  double  counties).  Photozincographed,  by  Her  Majesty's  Com- 
mand, at  the  Ordnance  Survey  Office,  Southampton,  Colonel  Sir  Henbt 
James,  R.E.,  F.R.S  ,  &o.,  DiKEcrroR-GENERAL  of  the  Ordnance  Survey,  under 
the  Superintendence  of  W.  Basevi  Sanders,  Esq.,  Assistant  Keeper  of 
Her  Majesty's  Records.  35  Parts,  imperial  quarto  and  demy  quarto 
(1861-1863),  boards.  Price  Ss,  to  11.  Se,  each  Part,  according  to  size ;  or, 
bound  in  2  Vols.,  201.     {The  edUion  in  itoQ  volumes  is  out  of  print.) 

This  important  and  unique  survey  of  the  greater  portion  of  England*  is  the 
oldest  and  most  valuable  record  in  the  national  archives.  It  was  commenced 
about  the  year  1084  and  finished  in  1086.  Its  compilatiou  was  det(*rmined 
upon  at  Gloucester  by  William  the  Conqueror,  in  council,  in  order  that  lie  might 
know  what  was  due  to  him,  in  the  way  of  tax,  from  his  subjects,  and  that  each 
at  tho  same  time  might  know  what  he  had  to  pay.  It  was  compiled  as  much 
for  their  protection  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  sovereign.  The  nobility  and  people 
had  been  ^evously  distressed  at  the  time  by  the  king  bringing  over  large  num- 
bers of  French  and  Bretons,  and  quartering  them  on  his  subjects,  **  each 
"  according  to  the  measure  of  his  land,"  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  the  invasion  of 
Cnut,  King  of  Denmark,  which  was  apprehended.  The  Commissioners  appointed 
to  make  the  survey  were  to  inquire  the  name  of  each  place ;  who  held  it  in  the 
time  of  King  Edward  the  Confessor;  the  present  possessor ;  how  many  hides 
were  in  the  manor ;  how  many  ploughs  were  in  the  demesne ;  how  many  homagers ; 
how  many  villeins  ;  how  many  cottars ;  how  many  serving  men  ;  how  many  free 
tenants ;  how  many  tenants  in  soccage ;  how  much  wood,  meadow,  and  pasture ; 
the  number  of  mills  and  fish  ponds  ;  what  had  been  added  or  taken  away  from 
the  place  ;  what  was  the  gross  value  in  the  :ime  of  £dward  the  Confessor ;  the 
present  value  ;  and  how  much  each  free  man  or  8oc*man  had,  and  whether  any 
advance  could  be  made  in  the  value.  Thus  could  be  ascertained  who  held  the 
estate  in  the  time  of  King  Edward ;  who  then  held  it ;  its  value  in  the  time  of 
the  late  King ;  and  its  value  as  it  stood  at  the  formation  of  the  snrve}'.  So 
minute  waa  the  survey,  that  the  writer  of  the  contemporary  portion  of  the  Saxon 
Chronicle  records,  with  some  asperity — "  So  very  narrowly  he  caused  it  to  be 
*^  traced  out,  that  there  was  not  a  single  hide,  nor  one  virgate  of  land,  nor  even, 
'*  it  is  shame  to  tell,  though  it  seemed  to  him  no  shame  to  do,  an  ox,  nor  a  cow, 
"  nor  a  swine  was  left,  that  was  not  set  down." 

Domesday  Survey  is  in  two  parts  or  volumes.  The  fii'st,  in  folio,  contains  the 
counties  of  Bedford,  Berks,  Bucks,  Cambridge,  Chester,  and  Lancaster,  Corn- 
wall, Derby,  Devon,  Dorset,  Gloucester,  Hants,  Hereford,  Herts,  Huntingdon, 
Kent,  Leicester  and  Rutland,  Lincoln,  Middlesex,  Northampton,  Nottingham, 
Oxlord,  Salop,  Somerset,  Stafford,  Surrey,  Sussex,  Warwick,  Wilts,  Worcester, 
and  York.  The  second  volume,  in  quarto,  contains  the  counties  of  Essex, 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 

Domesday  Book  was  printed  verbatim  et  literatim  during  the  last  century,  in 
consequence  of  an  address  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  King  George  III.  in  1767. 
It  was  not,  however,  commenced  until  1773,  and  was  completed  early  in  1783. 
In  1860,  Her  Majesty's  Govenmient,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  determined  to  apply  the  art  of  photozincography  to  the  production  of  a 
fao-simile  of  Domesday  Book,  under  the  superintendence  of  Colonel  Sir  Henry 
James,  R.E.,  Director-General  of  the  Ordnance  Survey,  Southampton.  The 
fac-simile  was  completed  in  1863. 

•  For  some  reason  left  unexplained,  many  parts  were  left  unmirveyed ;  Northtunberland,  Cumber- 
land, Westmoreland,  and  Durhaui.  are  not  described  in  the  survey ;  nor  does  Lancashire  appear  under 
its  proper  name ;  but  Fumoss,  and  the  northern  part  of  Lancashire,  as  well  as  the  south  of  Westmoie- 
faiDd,  with  apart  of  Cumberland,  aro  ipcluded  within  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  That  part  of 
Lancashire  wnich  lies  between  the  Ribble  and  Mersey,  and  which  at  theniroeof  the  survey  compre- 
hended 688  manon,  is  joined  to  Cheshire.  Part  of  Rutland  is  described  in  the  counties  of  Northampton 
and  Lincoln. 
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Fao-siuilbs  Of  National  Manuscbipts,  from  William  ths  Gonqvsbos  to  Qusbh 
Ankb,  seleoted  under  the  direotion  of  the  Master  of  the  Bolls,  and  Photo- 
zincographed,  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty,  by  Colonel  Sir  Henbt  Jambs, 
B.E.,  F.B.S.,  Dibectoe-Gbnebal  of  the  OeDnance  Subvxt,  and  edited  by 
W.  Basevi  Sakdebs,  Assistant  Keeper  of  Her  Majesty's  Becords.    Price, 
each  Part,  with  translations  and  notes,  double  foolscap  folio,  16». 
Part  I.  (William  the  Conqueror  to  Henry  VII.).    1865.    (Out  of  print.) 
Parb  II.  (Henry  YIII.  and  Edward  VI.)     1866.      ^ 
Part  III.  (Mary  and  Elizabeth).    1867. 
Part  IV.  (James  I.  to  Anne).    1868. 

The  first  Part  extends  from  William  the  Conqueror  to  Henry  VH.,  and  contains 
autographs  of  the  kings  of  England,  as  well  as  of  many  other  illustrioiis  per- 
sonages famous  in  history,  and  some  interesting  charters,  letters  patent,  and 
state  papers.    The  second  Part,  for  the  reigns  of  Henry  VHI.  and  Edward  VI., 
consists  principally  of  holograph  letters,  and  autographs^  of  kings,  princes, 
statesmen,  and  other  persons  of  great  historical  interest,  wlTo  Itred  during  those 
reigns.     The  third  Part  contuns  similar  documents  for  the  reigns  of  Mary  and 
Elizabeth,  including  a  signed  hill  of  Lady  Jane  Grey.    The  fourth  Part  con- 
cludes the  series,  and  comprises  a  number  of  documents  taken  from  the  originals 
belonging  to  the  Constable  of  the  Tower  of  London ;  also  seyeral  records  illus- 
tratire  of  the  Gunpowder  Plot,  and  a  woodcut  containing  portraits  of  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots  and  James  VI.,  circulated  by  their  adherents  in  England,  1580-8. 
Fac-similbs  01  Anglo-Saxon  Manusckipts.    Photozincographed,  by  Command  of 
Her  Majesty,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Master  of  the  Bolls,  by  the 
Director- Genebal  of  the  Ordnance  Survey,  Lient.- General  J.  Cameron, 
R.B.,  C.B.,  F.R.S.,  and  edited  by  W.  Basevi  Sanders,  Assistant  Keeper  of 
Her  Majesty's  Eecords.    Part  I.    Price  21.  10«. 

The  Anglo-Saxon  MSS.  represented  in  this  volume  form  the  earlier  portions 
of  the  collection  of  archives  belonging  to  tbe  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Canterbury, 
and  consist  of  a  series  of  25  charters,  deeds,  and  wills,  commencing  with  a 
record  of  proceedings  at  the  first  Synodal  Council  of  Clovestho  in  742,  and 
terminating  with  the  first  part  of  a  tripartite  cheirograph,  whereby  Thurston 
conveyed  to  the  Church  oi  Canterbury  land  at  WimbiSi  in  Essex,  in  1049,  the 
sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor. 
Fac-8Imii.es  of  Anolo-Saxon  Manuscripts.    Photozincographed,  by  Command  of 
Her  Majesty,  npon  the  recommendation  of  the  Master  of  the  BfoIIs,  by  the 
Director-General  of  the  Ordnance  Survey,  Major- General  A.  Cooke,  E.E., 
O.B.,  and  collected  and  edited  by  W.  Basevi  Sanders,  Assistant  Keeper  of 
Her  Majesty's  Records.    Part  11.    Price  SI  10*. 
(Also,  separately.    Edv^-ard  the  Confessor's  Charter.    Price  2«.) 

The  originals  of  the  Fac-similes  contained  in  this  volume  belong  to  the  Deans 

and  Chapters  of  Westminster,  Exeter,  Wells,  Winchester,  and  Worcester ;  the 

Marquis  of  Bath,  the  Earl  of  Ilchester,  Winchester  College,  Her  Majesty's 

Public  Record  Office,   Bodleian    Library,    Somerbetshire   Archsological  and 

National  History  Society's  Museum  in  Taunton  Castle,  and  William  Salt  Library 

at  Stafford.    Thoy  consist  of  charters  and  other  documents  granted  by,  or 

during  the  reigns  of,  Baldred,  JEthelred,  Offa,  and  Burgred,  KiMp  of  Mercia ; 

Uhtred  of  the  Huiccas,  Ceadwalla  and  Ini  of  Wessex ;  JEthelwul^  Eadward  the 

Elder,  ^thelstan,  Ead^und  the  First,  Eadred,  Eadwig,  Eadgar,  Eadward  the 

Second,  JEthelred  the  Second,  Cnut,  Eadward  the  Confessor,  and  William  the 

Conqueror,  embracing  altogether  a  period  of  neariy  four  hundred  years. 

Pac-similes  op  Anglo-Saxon  Manuscripts.    Photozincographed,  by  Command  of 

Her  Majesty,  npon  the  recommendation  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  by  the 

Director-General  of  the  Ordnance  Survey,  Colonel  R.  H.  Stotherd,  R.E., 

C.B.,  and  collected  and  edited  by  W.  Basevi  Sanders,  Assistant  Keeper  of 

Her  Majesty's  Records.    Part  III.    Price  21 10«. 

This  volume  contains  fac-similes  of  the  Ashburnham  collection  of  Anglo-Saxon 
Charters,  &c.,  including  King  Alfred's  Will.  The  MSS.  represented  in  it,  range 
from  A.D.  697  to  A.D.  1161,  being  charters,  wilb,  deeds,  and  reports  of 
Synodal  transactions  during  the  reigns  of  Kings  Wihtred  of  Kent,  Offa, 
Eardwulf ,  Copnwulf,  Cuthred,  Beomwulf ,  ^thelwulf,  Alfred,  Eadward  the  Elder, 
Eadmund,  Eadred,  Queen  Eadglfu,  and  Kings  Eadgar,  jEthelrcd  tbe  Second, 
Cnut,  Henry  the  First,  and  Henry  the  Second.  lu  addition  to  these  are  two 
belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey,  one  of  them  being  the  Foundation 
Charter  of  Burton  Abb«y  by  JEthelred  th^  Second  with  the  testament  of  its  great 
benefactor  Wnlfric, 
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HISTORICAL   MANUSCRIPTS    COMMISSION. 


REPORTS  OP  THE  ROYAL  COMMISSIONERS  APPOINTED  TO 
INQUIRE  WHAT  PAPERS  AND  MANUSCRIPTS  BELONGING 
TO  PRIVATE  FAMILIES  AND  INSTITUTIONS  ARE  EXTANT 
WHICH  WOULD  BE  OF  UTILITY  IN  THE  ILLUSTRATION  OF 
HISTORY,  CONSTITUTIONAL  LAW,  SCIENCE,  AND  GENERAL 
LITERATURE. 
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Size. 

Sessional 
Paper. 

Price. 

8.       il. 

1870 
(Re- 
printed 
1874.) 

First  Report,  with  Appendix 

Contents  :  — 

England.    House  of  Lords ;  Cambridge 
Colleges;  Abingdon,  and  other  Cor- 
porations, &c. 

f'cap 

C.  55 

1     6 

ScoTT.xnTD.     Advocates'  Library,  Glas- 
gow Corporation,  &c. 

Ireland.    Dublin,  Cork,  and  other  Cor- 
porations, &c. 

1871 

Second    Report,    with    Appendix,  and 
Index  to  the   First  and  Second  Re- 
ports 

Contents  : — 

England.      House    of  Lords;    Cam- 
bridge Colleges ;  Oxford  Colleges  ; 
Monastery  of  Dominican    Friars  at 
Woodchester,    Duke    of    Bedford, 
Earl  Spencer,  &c. 

Scotland.     Aberdeen  and  St.  An- 
drew's Universities,  &c. 

Ireland.      Marquis    of    Ormonde; 
Dr.  Lyons,  &c. 

»» 

C.  141 

3  10 

1872 

Third    Report,    with    Appendix     and 
Index        ----- 

Contents  : — 

England.     House  of  Lords;    Cam- 
bridge Colleges;    Stonyhurst    Col- 
lege ;  Bridgewater  and  other  Cor- 
porations;   Duke    of  Northumber- 
land, Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  Mar- 
quis of  Bath,  &c. 

Scotland.      University  of  Glasgow  ; 
Duke  of  Montrose,  &c. 

Ireland.       Marquis    of    Ormonde; 
Black  Book  of  Limerick,  &c. 

>> 
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FOUHTH  RkPOBTj 

Part  I.      - 

Contents  :  — 

ENGLAXn. 

minster 
Oxford 
Hythe, 


Appendix. 


187i» 


1881 


House  of  Lords;  West- 
Abbey  ;     Cambridge    and 
Colleges  ;     Cinque    Ports, 
and     other     Corporations, 
Marqnis  of  Bath,  Earl  of  Denbigh, 
&c. 

Scotland.     Duke  of  Argyll,  &c. 
IiiKLAND.     Trinity   College,  Dublin; 
Marquis  of  Ormonde. 

Ditto.    Paut  II.     Index  - 

Fifth  Ukport,  with  Appendix.    Pakt  I.   - 
Contents  :  — 
En(jlani>.      House   of   Lords;    Oxford 
and  Cambridg*;  Colleges  ;    Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Canterbury  ;    Kye,  Lydd, 
and    other     Corporations,    Duke     of 
Sutherland,  Marquis    of     Lansdowne, 
Reginald  Choiraondeley,  Esq.,  &c. 
Scotland.     Earl  of  Aberdeen,  &c. 

Ditto.    Pakt  II.     Index   -  -  - 

Sixth  Report,  with  Appendix.    Part  I.  - 

Contents  :  — 

England.  House  of  Lords;  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  Colleges;  Lambeth 
Palace;  Black  Book  of  the  Arch- 
deacon of  Canterbury  ;  liridport, 
VVallingford,  and  other  Corporations ; 
Lord  Leconfield,  Sir  Reginald  Graham, 
Sir  Henry  Ingilhy,  &c. 

Scotland.      Duke  of  Argyll,  Earl   of 
Moray,  &e. 
^  luRLANii.     Marquis  of  Ormonde. 

Ditto.     Part  II.     Index   -  -  - 

Sevkxth       Ukpout,      with       Appendix. 
Part  L      - 
Contents  :  — 

House  of  Lords  ;  County  of  Somerset ; 
Earl  of  Egmont,  Sir  Frederick 
Graham,  Sir  Harry  Verney,  &c. 

Ditto.     Part  II.    Appendix  and  Index   - 

Contents  :  - 

Duke  of  Aihole,  Marquis  of  Ormoude, 
S.  F.  Livingstone,  Esq.,  &c. 

Eighth    Report,    with    Appendix    and 
Index.     Part  I.  -  -  - 

Contents  :  — 

List  of  collections  examined,  1869-1880. 
ExGLAND.  House  of  Lords ; 
Duke  of  Murlborough ;  Magdalen 
College,  Oxford;  Royal  Collie 
of     Physiciani  ;      Queen      Anne*8 
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Bounty    Office;    Ck>rpQration8    of 
Chester,  Leicester,  &c. 
Ireland.    Marquis  of  Ormonde,  Lord 
Emly,  The  O'Conor  Don,  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  &c. 

Ditto.    Pabt  II.   Appendix  and  Index    - 
Contents : — 
Duke  of  Manchester. 

fcap 

* 

C.  80401. 

1     9 

Ditto.   Pakt  III.  Appendix  and  Index   - 
Contents : — 
Earl  of  Ashbumham. 

» 

C.8040ii. 

I     4 

1888 

Calendar  op  the   Muhisoripts  op  the 
Marquis  op  Salisbury,  K.G.    Part  I.  - 

8vo. 

C.  8777 

3     6 

tt 

Ninth     Report,     with    Appendix    and 
Index.    Part  I.  - 
Contents  : — 
St.  Paul's  and  Canterbury  Cathedrals ; 
Eton  College  ;  Carlisle,  Yarmouth, 
Canterbury,  and  Barnstaple  Corpora- 
tions, &c. 

fcap 

C.  8778 

6     2 

Ditto.    Part  TL    Appendix  and  Index   - 
Contents  :  — 
England.    House  of  Lords;    Earl    of 
Leicester ;  C.  Pole  GeU,  Alfred  Mor- 
rison, Esquires,  &c. 
Scotland.     Lord  Elphinstone,  H.    C, 

Maxwell  Stuart,  Esq.,  &c. 
Ireland.     Duke  of  Leinstcr,  Marquis 
of  Drogheda,  &c. 

» 

C.3778i. 

6    a 

Ditto.       Part     III.       Appendix      and 
Index        -           .           -           .           . 
Contents  :  — 
Mrs.  Stopfoid  Sackville. 

» 

C.8778ii. 

I     7 

1885 

Tenth  Report        -           .            -           . 
This  is  introductory  to  the  following  : — 

8vo. 

C.  4648 

0     8i 

9t 

(1.)  Appendix  and  Index 

The  Earl  of  Eglinton,  Sir  J.  S.  Max- 
weU,  Bart.,  and  C.  8.  H.  D.  Moray, 
C.  F.  Weston  Underwood,  G.  W. 
Digby,  Esquires. 

9* 

C.  4575 

3    7 

» 

(2.)  Appendix  and  Index 
WeUs  Cathedral. 

f* 

C.4576  ii. 
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» 

(8.)  Appendix  and  Index 

The  Family  of  Gawdy,  formerly  of 
Norf6lk. 

»9 

C.457eiiL 

1     4 

(4.)  Appendix  and  Index 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland,   Captain 
Stewart,  Lord    Muncaster.   Shrop- 
shixe  Collections,  S(c.   PabtIY. 
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(5.)  Appendix  and  IifDEX  -           -           - 
The  Marquis  of   Ormonde,    Earl    of 
Fingall,   Corporations    of    Gal  way, 
Waterford,  the  Sees  of  Dablin  and 
of  Oasory,  Archives  of  the  Jesiuts 
in  Ireland.     Part  V. 

(6.)  Appendix  and  Index  -            -            - 
Marquis  of  Abergavennv,  Lord  Braye, 
&c.     In  the  Press. 

Eleventh  Report.     In  the  Press, 
This  is  introductory  to  the  following  : — 

(1.)  Appendix  and  Index - 

Salvetti  Correspondence.  In  ike  Press, 

(2.)  Appendix  and  Index - 

The  House  of  Lords.     In  the  Press. 

(8.)  Appendix  and  Index - 

The  Corporations  of  Southampton  and 
Lynn.     In  the  Press, 

(4.)  Appendix  and  Index - 

The   Marquess   Townshend.     In   the 
Press, 

(5.)  Appendix  and  Index  - 

The  Earl  of  Dartmou th .     In  the  Press . 

8to, 

1 
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Stationery  Office, 
Jtdy  1887. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  DEPUTY  KEEPER 
OE  THE  PUBLIC  RECORDS. 


BBPOBTS  Nos.  1-22,  IN  FOLIO,  PUBLISHED  BETWEEN  1840 
AND  1861,  ABE  NO  LONGBB  ON  SALE.  SUBSEQUENT 
BEPOBTS  ABE  IN  OCTAVO. 


Date. 


Number 

of 
Report. 


Chief  Content!  of  Appendices. 


Price. 


186S 


1868 


1864 


1865 


23 


24 


25 


26 


1866 


1867 


27 


28 


Subjects  of  Hesearch  by  Literary  Inquirers,  1852- 
1861. — ^Attendances  at  the  various  Record  Offices, 
previously  to  the  passing  of  the  Public  Record 
Act. 


List  of  Calendars,  Indexes,  &c.,  in  the  Public  Record 
Office. 


Calendar  of  Crown  Leases,  83-38  Hen.  YIII. — 
Calendar  of  Bills  and  Answers,  &c..  Hen.  YIIL- 
Ph.  &  Mary,  for  Cheshire  and  Flint^dre. — ^List  of 
Lords  High  Treasurers  and  Chief  Commissbners 
of  the  Treasury,  from  Hen.  YII. 


List  of  Plans  annexed  to  Inclosure  Awards,  81 
Geo.  II.-7  Will.  IV.— Calendar  of  Privy  Seals, 
&c..  Hen.  VI.-£lix.,  for  Cheshire  and  Plintshire. 
-Calendar  of  Writs  of  General  Livery,  &c.,  for 
Cheshire,  Eliz.-Charles:  I. — Calendar  of  Deeds, 
&c.,  on  the  Chester  Plea  Rolls,  Hen.  III.  and 
Edw.  I. — ^List  of  Documents  photozincographed, 
Will.  L-Hen.  VII. 


List  of  Awards  of  Inclosure  Commissioners. — Refer- 
ences to  Charters  in  the  Cart«D  Antiqu8B  and  the 
Confirmation  RoUs  of  Chancery,  Ethelbert  of 
Kent-James  L— Calendar  of  Deeds,  &c.,  on  the 
Chester  Plea  Rolls,  Edw.  II.— List  of  Documents 
photozincographed,  Hen.  VIII.  and  Edw.  VI. 


Fees  in  the  Public  Record  Office. —Calendar  of 
Fines,  Cheshire  and  Flintshire,  Edw.  I. — Calendar 
of  Deeds,  &c,  on  the  Chester  Plea  Rolls,  Edw.  HI. 
—List  of  Documents  photozincographed,  Kary 
and  Eliz.,  and  Scottish,  Part  I.— Table  of  Law 
Terms,  from  the  Norman  Conquest  to  1  Will.  IV. 
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Price. 


1868 


1869 


1870 


1871 


1871 


1872 


1873 


1874 


29 


SO 


31 


33 


34 


35 


Calendar  of  Royal  Charters. — Calendar  of  Deeds, 
&c.,  on  the  Chester  Plea  Rolls,  Richard  II.- 
Hen.  VII. — ^Durham  Records,  Letter  and  Report 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records,  Inventory.— Durham 
Records,  Inventory,  Indexes  to  Kellawe*s  Regis- 
ter.— Calendar  of  Deeds,  &c.,  on  the  Chester  Plea 
Rolls,  He.-;.  VIII. — Calendar  of  Decrees  of  Court 
of  General  Surveyors,  34-38  Hen.  VIII. — Calen- 
dar of  Roval  Charters.— State  Paper  Office,  Calen- 
dar of  Documents  relating  to  the  History  of,  to 
1800. — List  of  Documents  photozincographed, 
Eliz.-Anne. — Tower  of  London,  Index  to  Docu- 
ments in  custody  of  the  Constable  of. — OEdendar 
of  Dockets,  &c.,  for  Privy  Seals,  1634-1711,  in  the 
British  Museum.  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
on  Carte  Papers. — Venetian  Ciphers. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records,  Calendar  of  Royal 
Charters,  Will.  II.-Ric.  II.— Durham  Records, 
Calendar  of  Chancery  Enrolments;  Cursitor's 
Records. — ^List  of  Officers  of  Palatinate  of  Chester, 
in  Cheshire  and  Flintshire,  and  North  Wales. — 
List  of  SherifiGs  of  England,  31  Hen.  I.  to  4  Edw. 
III. — List  of  Documents  photozincographed, 
Scottish,  Part  II. 

Part  I. — Report  of  the  Commissioners  on  Carte 
Papers. — Caleudarium  Genealogicum,  1  &  2 
Edw.  II.— Durham  Records,  Calendar  of  Cursi- 
tor*8  Records,  Chancery  Enrolments. — Duchy 
of  Lancaster  Records,  Calendar  of  Rolls  of  the 
Chancery  of  the  County  Palatine. 

Part  II. — Charities ;  Calendar  of  Trust  Deeds  en- 
rolled on  the  Close  Rolls  of  Chancery,  subsequent 
to  9  Geo.  11.  c.  xxxvi. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records,  Calendar  of  Rolls  of 
the  Chancery  of  the  County  Palatine. — Durham 
Records,  Calendar  of  the  Cursitor's  Records, 
Chancery  Enrolments. — Report  on  the  Shaftes- 
bury Papers. — Venetian  Transcripts. — Greek 
copies  of  the  Athanasian  Creed. 

Parliamentary  Petitions  ;  Index  to  the  Petitions  to 
the  King  in  Council.— Durham  Records,  Calen- 
dar of  Uie  Cursltor's  Records,  Chancery  Enrol- 
ments.—List  of  Documents  photozincographed. 
Scottish,  Part  III. — Supplementary  Report  on  tho 
Shaftesbury  Papers. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  Records,  Calendar  of  Ancient 
Charters  or  Grants. — Palatinate  of  Lancaster; 
Inventory  and  Lists  of  Documents  traniferred  to 
the  Public  Record  Office. — Durhax.i  Records, 
Calendar  of  Cursitor's  Records,  ChaLcery  Enrol- 
ments.— List  of  Documents  photozincographed, 
Irish,  Part  I. — Second  Supplementary  Report  on 
the  Shaftesbury  Papers. 
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1875 


36 


1870 

1876 
1877 

1878 


37 


38 


39 


1879 


40 


1680 


1881 


1882 


41 


42 


43 


Durham  Records,  Calendar  of  the  Corsitor's  Be- 
cOrds,  Chancery  Enrolments.— Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster Becords ;  Calendar  of  Ancient  Charters  or 
Grants. — ^List  of  Documents  photozincographed ; 
Irish,  Part  IL— M.  Armand  Baschet's  Beport 
upon  Documents  in  French  Archives  relating  to 
British  History. — Calendar  of  Becognizance  Bolls 
of  the  Palatinate  of  Chester,  to  end  of  reign  of 
Hen.  IV. 

Part  I. — Durham  Becords,  Calendar  of  the  Cursi- 
tor*s  Becords,  Chancery  Enrolments. — ^Duchy  of 
Lancaster  Becords,  Calendar  of  Ancient  Bolls  of 
the  Chancery  of  the  County  Palatine. — M.  Bas- 
chet's Uflt  of  French  Ambassadors,  &c.,  in  Eng- 
land, 1509-1714. 

Part  II. — Calendar  of  Recognizance  Bolls  of  the 
Palatinate  of  Chester;  Hen.  V.-Hen.  VII. 

Exchequer  Becords,  Catalogue  of  Special  Commis- 
sions, 1  Eliz.  to  10  Vict.,  Calendar  of  Depositions 
taken  by  Commission,  1  Eliz.  to  end  of  James  I. 
— List  of  Bepresentative  Peers  for  Scotland  and 
Ireland. 

Calendar  of  Recognizance  Bolls  of  the  Palatinate  of 
Chester,  1  Hen.  VIII.-Il  Geo.  IV.— Exchequer 
Becords,  Calendar  of  Depositions  taken  by  Com- 
mission, Charles  I. — Duchy  of  Lancaster  Becords ; 
Calendar  of  Lancashire  Inquisitions  post  Mortem, 
&c. — Third  Supplementary  Beport  on  the  Shaftes- 
bury Papers. — Anglo-Saxon  Charters  photozinco- 
graphed.— ^M.  Baschet's  List  of  Despatches  of 
French  Ambassadors  to  England,  1509-1714. 

Calendar  of  Depositions  taken  by  Conmiission 
Commonwealth-James  II. — ^Miscellaneous  Be- 
cords of  Queen's  Bemembrancer  in  the  Exchequer. 
— Durham  Becords,  Calendar  of  the  Cursitor's 
Becords,  Chancery  Enrolments.  —  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  Becords,  Calendar  of  Patent  Bolls, 
5  Bic.  II.-21  Hen.  VII.— -Bules  and  Begulations 
respecting  the  public  use  of  the  Becords. 

Calendar  of  Depositions  taken  by  Commission, 
William  and  Mary  to  George  I. — Calendar  of 
Norman  Bolls,  Hen.  V.,  Part  I.-^Anglo-Saxon 
Charters  photozincographed. — Beport  mm  Rome. 
— List  of  Calendars,  Indexes,  &c.  in  the  Public 
Becord  Office  on  3l8t  December  1879. 

Calendar  of  Depositions  taken  by  Commission, 
George  II. — Calendar  of  Norman  Bolls,  Hen.  V., 
Part  II.  and  Glossary. — Calendar  of  Patent  Bolls, 
1  Edw.  I. — ^Anglo-Saxon  Charters  photozinco- 
graphed.— Transcripts  from  Paris. 

Calendar  of  Privy  Seals,  &c.,  1-7  Charles  I.— Duchy 
of  Lancaster  Becords,  Inventory  of  Court  Bolls, 
Hen.  in.-Geo.  IV.,    Calendar   of  Privy  Seals, 
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Date. 


Number 

of 
Report. 


Chief  Contents  of  Appendices. 


Price. 


188S 


1884 


1885 


44 


45 


46 


1886 


47 


Bic.  n.— Calendar  of  Patent  Bolls,  2  Bdw.  I.— 
Anglo-Saxon  Charters  photozincographed. — ^Fourth 
Supplementary  Beport  on  the  Shaftesbury  Papon. 
— Transcripts  from  Paris. — Beport  on  Libraries 
in  Sweden. — Beport  on  Papers  relating  to  English 
ISstoiy  in  the  State  Archives,  Stockholm. — ^Beport 
on  Canadian  Archires. 

Calendar  of  Patent  Bolls,  8  £dw.  L— Durham  Be- 
cords,  Cursitor's  Becords,  Inquisitions  i)08t 
Mortem,  &c. — Calendar  of  French  BoUs,  1-10 
Hen.  V.  —  Anglo-Saxon  Charters  photoxinco- 
graphed. — Beport  from  Venice. — Transcripts  from 
Paris. — Beport  from  Bome. 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  Becords,  Inventorr  of  Minister»* 
and  Beceivers'  Accounts,  £dw.  L-Geo.  III. — 
Durham  Becords,  Cursitor's  Becords,  Inquisi- 
tions post  Mortem,  &c. — ^Treasury  of  the  Beceipt 
of  the  Exchequer,  Calendar  of  Diplomatic  Docu- 
ments. —  Anglo-Saxon  Charters  photozinoo- 
fuphed. — ^Transcripts  from  Paris.— Beports  from 
ome  and  Stockholm. — ^Beport  on  Archiyes  of 
Denmark,  &c. — Transcripts  from  Venice. — Cal^- 
dar  of  Patent  Bolls,  4  Edw.  I. 

Presentations  to  Offices  on  the  Patent  Bolls, 
Charles  n. — Anslo-Saxon  Charters,  &c.,  photo- 
zincographed.— ^^anscripts  from  Paris. — Beports 
from  Bome. — Second  Beport  on  Archives  of  Den- 
mark, &c. — Calendar  of  Patent  Bolls,  5  Edw.  I. — 
Catalogue  of  Venetian  Manuscripts  bequeaUied 
by  Mr.  Bawdon  Brown  to  the  Public  Becord 
Office. 

Transcripts  from  Paris.— Beports  from  Bome. — 
Third  Beport  on  Archives  of  Denmark,  &c. — 
List  of  Creations  of  Peers  and  Baronets,  1483- 
1646.— Calendar  of  Patent  Bolls,  6  Edw.  I. 

There  have  also  been  printed  Indexes  to  Beports 
1-22,  and  Beports  28-89. 
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SCOTLAND. 

OATALOGUB  OF  SCOTCH  RECORD  PUBLICATIONS 

PUBLISHED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OP 

THE  LORD  CLERK  REGISTER  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[Othbb  Wobks  eblating  to  Scotland  will  be  iound  amok&  the  FiTBLiOATiOKfi 
OF  THE  Recoed  Cokmissiokbbs,  See  pp.  26-28.] 


1 .  ChBOKICLES  Of  THE  PlCTS  AND  ScOTS,  AND  OTHEE  BAELT  MeVOEIAXS  OP  SCOTTISH 

HisTOBT.  Royal  8vo.,  half  bound  (1867).  Edited  by  William  F,  Skene, 
LL.D.    PricelOs,    Outofprin^,, 

2.  LbDOBB  O*    AnDBEW  HaLTBUBTON,     OoNSEBYATOB    op    the    PbIVILEOES    op    THE 

Scotch  Nation  in  the  Nethbblands  (1492-1603) ;  togethbb  with  the  Books 
OP  Customs  and  Valuation  op  Mebchandises  in  Scotland.  Edited  bv  Cosmo 
Innes.    Royal  8vo.,  half  bound  (1867).    Price  10$.  ^ 

3.  Documents  illustbative  op  the  Histobt  op  Scotland  pbom  the  Death  op  King 

AuEiANDEB  THE  Thibd  TO  THE  ACCESSION  OP  RoBEBT  Bbuce,  from  Original  and 
authentic  copies  in  London,  Paris,  Brussels,  Lille,  and  Ghent.  In  2  Yols 
royal  8vo.,  half  bound  (1870).  Edited  by  Rev.  Joseph  Stetenson.  Price  10«. 
eaeh. 

4.  Accounts  op  the  Lobd  High  Tebasubsb  op  Scotland.     Yol.  1,  A.D.  1473- 

1498.    JEf(2t^ &y  Thomas  Dickson.    1877.    PricelOs. 

5.  Rbgisteb  op  the  Petvt  Council  op  Scotland.    Edited  and  arramed  bv  J  B: 

BUBTON.LL.D.    Yol.  1, 1645-1569.    Yol.  2, 1669-1578.    Yol.  3,  A.d:1578- 
1586.    Yol.  4,    A.D.  1686-1592.    Yol.  B,  1692-1699.    Yol.  6,   lB99^im 
Yol.  7, 1604-1607.    Yol.  8  in  progress.    Edited  by  David  Masson,  LL  d' 
1877-1884.    Price  16$.  each. 

6.  RoTULi  ScAccABH  Reoum  Scotobum.    The  Exchequeb  Rolls  op  Scotland 

Yol.  1.  A.D.  1264-1359.  Yol.  2,  A.D.  1359-1379.^  Edited  by  John  S^, 
LL.D.,  and  Geobge  Bubnett,  Lyon  Bang  of  Arms.  1878-1880  Vol  fi 
A.D.  1379-1406.  Yol.  4,  A.D.  1406-1436  a880).  Yol.  6,  A.D  1437-14^ 
(1882).  Yol.  6, 1466-1460  a883).  Yol.  7,  1460-1469  a884).  Vol  8  AD 
1470-1479  (1886).  Yol.  9,  1480-14«7  Addenda,  1437-1487  [a886)  Yol* 
10^1488-1496.  Yol.  11  in  progress.  Edited  by  Geobge  Bubnett.  PricelOs 
ea^h. 

7.  Calendab  op  Documents  bblating  to  Scotland.     Edited  hi  Josvra  "Ratw 

YoL  1(1881).  YoLH.  1272-1307  (1884).  Yol.  m.  (inprogrisp),  P^f  15^ 
each, 

8.  Rbgisteb  op  the   Gbeat  Seal  op  Scotland.    A.D.  1424-1513  a882)     A  t> 

1513-1646  a883).    A.D.  1646-1680  a886).   A.D.  1580  (in  v^ogt^.     Edited 
^  Jambs  Balpoub  Paul  and  J.  M.  Thomson.    Price  IBs.  eaeh: 
Fao-simiibs  op  the  National  MSS.  op  Scotland.    {Out  of  print) 
Parts  L,  n.,  and  m.    Price  21$.  each. 
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IRELAND. 


CATALOGUE  OP  IRISH  RECORD  PUBLICATIONS. 


Chakceey  in  Ikelahd.  Henrt 
Edited  by  James  Moerik,  Royal 
each. 


Oalbkdae  op  the  Patent  and  Close  Rolls  of 
Yin.,  Edwakd  VI.,  Mary,  and  Elizabeth. 
8to.  (1861-3).    Vols.  1,  2,  and  3.     FriGe  Us 

Ancient  Laws  and  Institutes  of  Ibeland.  ■,  .      n  •     ia  i, 

Senchus  Mor.     (1865-1880.)     Yds.  1,  2,  3,  and  4.    Price  10s.  each 

Yol.  6  in  progress. 

Abstracts  of  the  Irish  Patent  Rolls  of  James  I. 

Abstracts  of  the  Irish  Patent  Rolls  of  James  I. 


Unbound.    Price  25«. 

With  Supplement,    Price  35». 


Fac^similes  of  National  Manuscripts  of  Ihel^^dfbom  the  earliest  extant 
iPECiMENS  TO  A.D.  1719.  EditfhyJoM^T.GiL^BBT,  F.SA.,  MR.I.A, 
Part  1  is  out  of  pHnt,  Parts  II.  and  III.  Price  428.  each.  Part  IV,  1. 
Price  hi  bs.    Part  IV.  2.     Price  41  10». 

This  work  forms  a  comprehensive  Palffiographic  Series  for  Ireland,  It 
furnishes  characteristic  specimens  of  the  documents  which  have  come  down 
from  each  of  the  classes  which,  in  past  ages,  formed  pnncip^  elenjaits  in  the 
population  of  Ireland,  or  exercised  an  influence  in  her  affairs.  Wuh  these 
reproductions  are  combined  fac-similes  of  wntmgs  connected  with  eminent 
personages  or  transactions  of  importance  in  the  aimals  of  the  country  to  the 
early  part  of  the  eighteenth  centurj-. 

The  specimens  have  heen  reproduced  as  nearly  as  possible  in  accordance  with 
the  oriffiuals,  in  dimensions,  colouring,  and  general  appearance.  Charactenstic 
examples  of  styles  of  writing  and  calip-aphic  oruamentation  are,  so  far  as 
practicable,  associated  with  subjects  of  histonc  and  mguistic  mterest. 
Descriptions  of  the  various  manuscripts  are  given  by  the  Editor  in  the  Intro- 
duction The  contents  of  the  specimens  are  fully  elucidated  and  prmted  m  the 
oriffinai  languages,  opposite  to  the  Fac-similes— line  for  hne-without  contrac- 
tiofs-thus  facilitating   reference   and  aiding  effectively   those   mterested    in 

^^iTthe^ work^rc' also  printed  in  full,  for  the  first  time,  many  original  and 
important  historical  documents. 

Part  1.  commences  with  the  earliest  Irish  MSS.  extant. 

Part  11. ;  From  the  Twelfth  Century  to  A.D.  1 299. 

Part  III.:  From  A.D.  1300  to  end  of  reign  of  Henry  Vlll. 

Part  IV.  1.:  From  reign  of  Edward  VI.  to  that  of  James  I. 

In  Part  IV.  2.— the  work  is  carried  down  to  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  with  index  to  the  entire  publication. 
ACOO!TNT  OF  FaC-SIMILES  07  NATIONAL  MANUSCRIPTS  01^  IRELAND       In  ONE  ^OLUME 

ACOOUMTOF  _  p^^^^  ^    ^^^  ;^    together.    Price  2s,  Bd. 

IZtU     Pr^ls-ei    PartllL    Price  Is.    PartlY.l.    Prtce  2..    Part 
lY.  2.    Price  2«.  6d. 
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